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Labels Used in the Dictionary 


describes verbs, expressions, spellings and pronunciations used in 
American English and not in British English, for example beat on sb, 
blimp out/up, duke it out. 

verbs show that you feel approval or admiration. 

describes verbs, expressions, spellings and pronunciations that are 
mainly used in British English and not in American English, for 
example beaver away (at sth), doss down, put (the clocks) back. 
verbs show that you feel disapproval or contempt, for example 
dumb sth down, flash sth about. 

a figurative example is one in which language is used in a non- 
literal or metaphorical way, as in His anger blazed up (= suddenly 
became very strong) uncontrollably. 

verbs are usually only used in serious or official language and 
would not be appropriate in normal everyday conversation. 
Examples are abide by sth, embark on/upon sth, vie for sth. 
expressions are intended to be funny, for example toddle off and 
We've rounded up some good speakers for the conference. 

verbs are used between friends or in a relaxed or unofficial 
situation. They are not appropriate for formal situations. Examples 
are bang on about sth, kick back, tuck into sth. 

synonyms are verbs that have a similar meaning to the main 
phrasal verb, but are used in less official situations or are more 
common in normal everyday conversation. 

verbs or grammar patterns are not used as often as the main 
phrasal verb or the other grammar patterns given. 

verbs are used mainly in literature and imaginative writing. 
Examples are yearn for sb/sth, eke out sth. 

verbs have a similar meaning to the main phrasal verb, but are 
usually used in more serious or official situations, or in a less 
casual way. 

verbs are passing out of current use, for example, buck up, gad 
about/around, run along. 

verbs or grammar patterns are not commonly used. 

is very informal language, mainly used in speaking and sometimes 
restricted to a particular group of people, for example people of the 
Same age or those who have similar interests or do the same job. 
Examples are want in, want into sth, juice sth up. 

verbs are used mainly in informal conversations, for example Tea’s 
up! chuck sth out. 

verbs and expressions are likely to be thought by many people to 
be obscene or shocking and you should avoid using them. 

verbs are used mainly in written language, for example abound 
in/with sth, spring from sth. 


Key to the Dictionary Entries 


Information in the dictionary is given in entries, arranged in the alphabetical order 
of the key words and then in the alphabetical order of the particles. 


Main parts of an entry 


Key word with pronunciation |_ 
and irregular forms. 


blow /bləu; AmE blou/ (blew /blu:/blown 
[blaun; AME bloun/) 


blow a'way; blow sth a'way to be moved or 
carried away by the force of the wind or by sb’s 
breath; to move in this way: Jt was so windy the 
tent nearly blew away! o A sudden breeze blew his 
newspaper away. © She blew away the dust on the 
lid. 

.  &vtadv « v+n/pron+adv « v+adv+n 
` blow sb a'way 1 (informal) to impress sb a lot; 

m~ to surprise or please sb: J saw this play last year 

and it just pew me away. Z (AmE, informal, 

sport) to derea astiy: Mitchell blew away the 

other runners. 

. & vtnipron+ adv + v+adv+n 


Phrasal verb. The main 
forms of the verb + particle 
are given with the stress. 


[ Definition. The meanings o of 
the verb. 


| Examples (in italic type). 


Grammar patterns to show 
how the verb ts used. 


Further information in an entry 


Special sym bols show 


> „stand ‘out 1 (against/from sth) to be clearly vis- 
synonyms and opposites. 


ible: His yellow, jacket stood out clearly against the 


grey he church tower stands out 
against the sky. OA sS in red stood out 


from the rest of the group. SY) stick out 2 
(asifrom sb/sth) to be much better or more 
ummnortant than other people or things: This 
building trnds_out from the rest because of its 


“Information on prepositions 
frequently used with the 
verb. 


sh/sth) to oppose or refuse to accept sth that you 
believe is wrong: Parents often stand out against 
troublesome behaviour for some time, then give 
in. stick out for sth; hold out against/for 
sth 

@ v+adv 


di l; d h z b EE - stand out like a sore thumb to be very 
Idiom related to the verb. noticeable in an unpleasant way: Dressed like 


that, you'll stand out like a sore thumb. 
| Derivative adjective related | » out'standing adj 1 excellent: an outstanding 
to the verb. 
information on grammar | 
and usage. | 


usually before noun] very obvi- 
0 important: Lake Baykal is one of earth’s 
Sy ar features. 3 (of payment, work, prob- 
lems, etc.) not yet paid, done, solved, etc: fo repay 
outstanding debts o I don't have any urgent work 
outstanding. 

> out'standingly adv 1 used to emphasize the 
good quality of sth: outstandingly beautiful/suc- 
cessful 2 extremely well: Owen has played out- 
standingly this season. 


GUIDE to USING the DICTIONARY 


Finding Verbs in the dictionary 


1 What is in the dictionary? 
In this dictionary we include several different types of verbs that are used with 
adverbs or prepositions, (often called ‘particles’). 


a Idiomatic verb + particle combinations. Sometimes when you meet combinations 
of verb and particle, it is impossible to guess the meaning in the context from the 
meaning of the verb and the meaning of the particle. Examples of these are fall 
through (meaning ‘not happen’) and put up with somebody (meaning ‘accept 
somebody who is annoying without complaining’). There is often a single-word verb 
with the same meaning. For example, instead of ‘The meeting was put off until the 
next day’, we could say ‘The meeting was postponed until the next day’. Single-word 
verbs, however, may be more formal than the phrasal verb, or used in slightly 
different contexts, 


b Verbs which are always followed by a particular particle. Examples of these are 
rely on, crop up, abide by. These cannot be used without the particle. 


c Verbs that are followed by a particle in a particular meaning. These verbs can 
be used on their own without a particle, but have a different meaning when they 
are used with one. Brush sth up is an example of a verb like this. Brush sth can 
be used on its own meaning ‘clean, polish or make sth smooth’. Brush sth up 
means study or practise sth to get back the skill or knowledge that you had in the 
past’: You should brush up your French before you go to France. Other examples 
are nod/nod off, srow/grow up, walk/walk out. 

Many very common verbs fall into this group. Look, for example, can be used 
with several different particles, and it has a special meaning with each one that is 
different from look on its own. Look up the word in your dictionary. > l'm really 
looking forward to the trip. © Look out! There’s a car coming. 

Some more formal verbs also fall into this group. For example you can ‘furnish a 
room, that is, put furniture in it, but if you ‘furnish somebody with something’ you 
are giving them some useful information. 


d Verbs with a particle, where the particle adds to, but does not change, the 
basic meaning of the verb. The particle often adds something to the meaning, 
such as completeness. For example, you can say ‘I'll finish my work and then I'll go 
out’ or ‘I'll finish off my work and then I'll go out.’ Finish off emphasizes that you are 
completing your work. Another example is wake/wake up. You can either say 
‘I woke at 6.30’ or ‘I woke up at 6.30.’ Woke up is much more common than woke, 
which is used more in formal or written English. Other examples are spread/spread 
out, fade/fade away, slave/slave away. You will find more information about the 
meaning of the particles in the Guide to the Particles at the back of the dictionary. 

e Verbs plus particles where each has their normal meaning. Phone back 
(meaning ‘telephone sb again’) is an example of a verb like this. The meaning of 
phone back can be worked out from the meaning of phone and back. Verbs of 
this type have been included in the dictionary where the combination of verb 


vi 


and particle are very common, or where there is something unusual or interesting 
about the verb. For example, phone back can mean two slightly different things 
(‘telephone somebody who has called you’, or telephone sb for a second time’): 
pin sth up means ‘fasten something to a wall with pins’, but there is also a noun 
pin-up, meaning ‘a picture of an attractive person designed to be put up on a wall 
for people to look at’, or ‘the person who appears in a picture like that’. 


All these types of verbs can cause problems for learners, and so they have been 
included in this dictionary. 


2 Particles 

These are the particles used with phrasal verbs in this dictionary. The * shows you 
which are the most common. You will find more information about those particles 
in the Guide to Particles at the back of the dictionary. 


aback ‘about above across after against ahead ahead of 
along among apart “around as aside “at *away 
*back before behind between by *down *for forth 
forward from “in *into *of “off *on onto 
*out “out of “over past *round “through *to together 


* 


*with without 


towards under “up upon 


3 Long verbs 

Some verbs, such as come, go, put and take are used with many different particles. 

in these cases you will find literal meanings of the verb plus particle included for 
completeness. These meanings can also help you understand the idiomatic uses of the 
verb plus particle. For example, at run around, you will find the litera | meaning run in 
different directions’ (It’s a lovely park to run around in) as well as the idiomatic meaning 
‘move very quickly from place to place, being very busy’ (I've been running around all 
day trying to organize the meeting.). | 

At the beginning of many of these verbs you will find a menu box with a list of all the 
particles that can be used with the verb, in the order they appear in the dictionary. 


These verbs are: 


break bring call come cut do fall get give 
go hang hold keep kick knock lie live look 
make move pass play pull push put run send 


set sit stand stay stick take talk throw turn 

It is also possible to add many different particles to verbs of movement to create 
‘multi-word’ verbs with literal meanings. For example, we can use the verb walk in 
these sentences: We walked down the road. o He walked up to me and asked me for 
a light. > We sang as we walked along. © Walk across the road, don’t run. These are 
straightforward combinations of verb and particles. 


yii 


4 Finding the verb you want 

The phrasal verbs are arranged in the dictionary under their key verbs (for example, 
give, move, sit) and then in alphabetical order of the particles. Within each particle you 
will first find the verb + particle, with no object. Then there are meanings of the verb 
that can be used both without an object and with an object. After that, there are 
meanings of the verb used only with an object, first verbs with people as objects (sb), 
then verbs that can have people or things (sb/sth) and then verbs with only things as 
objects (sth). Verbs with itself, yourself, etc. come at the end of those, and verbs that are 
only used in passive forms will be last. For example: 


give up; give sth up break in put sb out 
give sb up break sb/sth in put sth out 
give sth up break sth in - put yourself out 
give yourself up break into sth be put out 


Using Phrasal Verbs 


1 The phrasal verb 
The arrangement of the verbs in the dictionary will tell you whether they can be used 
without an object, (INTRANSITIVE), with an object (TRANSITIVE) 


or both with and without an object. break 'down 1 if a vehicle, etc. breaks down, it 
Look at the beginning of the entry stops working because of a fault: The washing 
for break down: machine has broken down again. o We (= our car) 

broke down twice on the way home. 2 if talks, 


This shows you that in this meaning break down is an intransitive verb, used 
without an object: My car broke down on the way to work this morning. 


There are two forms of the verb burn ‘down; burn sth ‘down if a building 
at burn down: burns down, or sb burns it down, it is destroyed 
by fire: The palace burnt down in the nineteenth 
century. © She threatened to burn the house down. 


This shows you that you can use burn down as a transitive and an intransitive 


verb in this meaning. The definition wake ‘up; wake sb ‘up; wake yourself ‘up 
also shows you how to use it. 1 to stop sleeping; to make sb stop sleeping: How 
Look at the beginning of the entry many times does the baby wake up in the night? o 
for wake up. I usually wake up early in the summer. o You look 
as if you've only just woken up! o Can you wake 
me up at 8? o He was woken up by the sound of 


This tells you that you can use it as an intransitive verb (What time did you wake up 

this morning?), and as a transitive verb with an object (I'll wake you up at 6.30.) or 

with yourself (i must have shouted keep ‘out; keep ‘out of sth to not enter a 

so loudly while | was dreaming that place; to remain outside: There was a sign saying 

I woke myself up.) bid out!’. © Please keep out of the office while 
oe Pm working. 

At keep out, you will see: PEE E ba ta Foren 


This tells you that in this meaning you can use the verb on its own (Danger! Keep 


vill 


out) or as a transitive verb with the adverb + preposition out of, followed by a noun 
or pronoun (Keep out of my way). 


If the verb can also be used with rush ‘into sth; rush ‘into doing sth; rush 
an -ing form of a verb that follows sb ‘into doing sth to do or decide sth quickly 
it, this is given at the beginning: without thinking about it carefully; to make sb 
; 8 i 8 do this: Don’t go rushing into anything. o You 


This tells you that all these sentences are possible: Don’t rush into anything. © 
Don't rush into leaving your course. © Don’t rush me into making a decision. 
b More information about the grammar of phrasal verbs is given in the section on 


Grammar Patterns (page x) 


2 Common subjects and objects 


At the end of many of the verbs, or break ‘out 4 if sth unpleasant such as a fire, a 


at the end of a numbered meaning, war, etc. breaks out, it starts suddenly: They 
you will find some common subjects would have got married in 1939 if war had not 
or objects. These show you the type Broken out. © A fire broke out on a ferry yesterday, 


3 (S053) war, fire, fighting, , violence £ (also 
of contexts that the verb is often aiue hint Ma alleas iaoiai ( 


used in, so that you can use it correctly yourself. 
For example, at break out, you will see: 


Sentences such as Fighting has broken out on the border; Fire broke out in a 
warehouse. © A furious row broke out over the ownership of the painting are 
therefore very common and acceptable in English. 


You can use these subjects and objects to help you use the verbs in the right context. 
3 Synonyms and opposites. 


When there are helpful synonyms pull ‘in; pull ‘into sth 1 if a train or a bus pulls 
or opposites, these are given in in, it arrives somewhere and stops: The express 
alphabetical order, synonyms and pulled in on time. © The coach pulled into bay 27. 
opposites that are phrasal verbs 2 (BrE) if a vehicle or a driver pulls ‘In, they 
first and then single-word verbs. os ie i or baie ie ae dealer a 
These will help you understand and turned off the engine. 

the verb and add to your draw in, draw into sth 

vocabulary. Information is also EE PANE CAN, paii SINE GE siii 

given about the formality of the 

synonym or opposite and whether it is British or American. As the contexts that the 
synonyms are used in may not always be exactly the same as the original phrasal 
verb, it is worth looking them up in this dictionary or another dictionary to be sure 
that you understand them and how they are used. For example, while knock down 
can be used instead of break down in the examples given there, break down cannot 
always be used instead of knock down. 


/ They had to get the police to break/knock the door down. / if you don’t open up, 
I’m going to knock/break the door down. / These old houses are going to be knocked 
down. X These old houses are going to be broken down. 


ix 


4 Notes 


ates pti HAEIN ane places. Before be'long to sb (not used in the progressive tenses) 
a definition you will find information 4 to be the property of Sb: to be owned by sb: The 
about the tenses or a particular use house belonged to my cousin. © That land belongs 


of a phrasal verb: 


Notes are also given after the piace aviny O aueae aki 

l : ; i s guns or people blaze 
examples where there is a particular away, the guns fire continuously: The guns kept 
point of grammar or use to draw blazing away at the enemy. 2 if a fire blazes 


your attention to. This is often away, it burns brightly 

something about the passive, or B RR ae 
; ‘ @® v+adv 

where the verb without the particle 

can also be used with a similar meaning. 


5 Grammar patterns of phrasal verbs 

To help you use the verbs correctly, a simple system of grammar patterns is given 
after each one. These show you how the verb combines with an adverb, a 
preposition, a noun or a pronoun, an infinitive, etc. and the order in which these 
words can occur. The short forms used are these: 


adv = adverb n/pron = noun or pronoun 
inf = infinitive (without ‘to’ e.g. do) prep = preposition 
-ing = a verb form ending in -ing pron = pronoun 
(e.g. doing) toinf = infinitive with ‘to’ (e.g. to do) 
n = noun v = verb 


Frequent patterns 
The following are the most common types of verb patterns used in the dictionary. 


v + adv intransitive verbs, for example: 
break down My car broke down this morning. 
hang around There was a group of kids hanging around 
outside, 
sit down Come in and sit down. 
v + prep These are verbs followed by a preposition. For example: 
rely on sb/sth You can rely on me. 
call for sb Fil call for you at 8. 
come across sth | came across an interesting book in the 
library. 


v+adv+ prep Some verbs are followed by an adverb and a preposition: 
put up with sb/sth How do you put up with him? 
settle down to sth Come on children, settle down to work now. 
keep out of sth Keep out of the kitchen until I’ve finished 
cooking. 
These last two groups are sometimes called INSEPARABLE verbs as 
the object always follows the particle. 


x 


v + n/pron + adv v+tadv+n v + pron + adv 

These three patterns are all used with transitive verbs. In order to be able to use 
these verbs correctly, you need to know where to put the object. The patterns show 
you this. The most frequent patterns come first at each verb. 


v + n/pron + adv vt+tadv+n 

Verbs that can be used with these patterns , where the object can go either between 
the verb and the particle or after the particle, are sometimes called SEPARABLE 
verbs. They are shown in the dictionary as, for example, tear sth up: 

She tore the letter up. She tore up the letter. She tore it up. 

When the object is a long phrase, it usually comes after the particle: She tore up all 
the letters he had sent her. 

When the object is a pronoun, it must come between the verb and the particle. 


v+adv+n v+ pron + adv 

With some phrasal verbs the object can only come between the verb and the 
particle when it is a pronoun. A noun must follow the particle. They are given in the 
dictionary as, for example, fight back sth; fight it/them back 

fight back sth | tried to fight back my tears. 

fight it/them back | had an urge to scream but managed to fight it back. 


v + n/pron + adv 

There are a few phrasal verbs in which the two parts of the verb must be separated 
by the object. An example is mess sb about/around: 

They changed the flight time and messed all the passengers around. 


v + n/pron + prep 
An example of a verb that is used in this pattern ts drill sth into sb 
drill sth into sb The teacher drilled grammar into us right from the start. 


Passive 

A few phrasal verbs are only used in the passive, for example: be/get carried away. 
The verb patterns will show you how to use these verbs. be/get carried away will 
have the pattern be/get + v + adv. be/get stuck with sth will have a pattern 
be/get + verb + prep. 

Other phrasal verbs that are used with objects can also be used in the passive for 
example: The deal has been called off. Where this is common you will find an 
example of the passive and a note. Verbs with the pattern v + prep are not usually 
used in the passive. If they are, you will find a note about this (see rely on sb/sth). 


Other patterns 

You can easily work out how to use verbs with different patterns. For example, if you 
look at take sb up on sth, you will see the pattern v + n/pron + adv + prep. This 
shows you that the verb is used in sentences like this: 


ld liketo take you up on __ your offer of a bed for the night. 
v + pron + adv + prep 


xi 


At set out, you will see the pattern v + adv + to inf. This describes sentences such 
as: He set out to become a millionaire by the time he was thirty. 

Boom out sth has two patterns: 

v+adv +n She boomed out instructions. 

v + adv + speech A voice boomed out, ‘Nobody move!’ 


6 Building your vocabulary 


Idioms bite sth 'off to cut sth off by biting it: She bit off 
Many phrasal verbs have idioms a piece of chocolate. o His finger had been bitten 


a ; A Ene off by a dog. 
related to them. You will find these @ v+adv+n sv prons adv 


immediately after the grammar bite/snap sb’s ‘head off (informal) to shout 
patterns. The idioms in the at sb or speak to them angrily, often for no good 


; h : fth finished and he almost bit my head off bite off 
in some way to the MERNE ot the more than you can ‘chew (informal) to try to do 
phrasal verb where you find them. too much or sth that is too difficult for you: This 
For example: time he’s bitten off more than he can chew. 


Derivative nouns and adjectives. 

Nouns and adjectives that are related in meaning to a particular phrasal verb are 
given after the grammar patterns or any idioms. Sometimes the derivative has 
more than one meaning, each one relating to different uses of the phrasal verb. 
You will find the meaning at the appropriate entry, with a link to show you where 


to find the same derivative with a mix sb ‘up; be/get mixed ‘up to make sb 


different meaning. ae unable to think clearly or understand what is 

For example, you will find one happening: Now you've mixed me up completely! 

meaning of the adjective mixed-up T7" really confused. © He got mixed up and caught 
t the verb it is related to PA eae eve: 

3 ; : > mixed-up adj (informal) confused because of 

mix sb up; be/get mixed up and social or emotional problems: She’s a very mixed- 

another meaning at mix sth up up kid. | | 

(with sth), with a link from one to -> see also MIXED-UP at MIX STH UP (WITH STH) 

the other. 


Further Information and Practice 


Study pages 

There is a 25-page section of study pages in the middle of this dictionary. You can 
use these on your own or in class with a teacher. They will help you to learn phrasal 
verbs and give you practice in using them. 


Guide to the particles 

At the end of the dictionary is a guide to the most common particles used in the 
verbs in this dictionary and their main meanings. This will help you understand 
verbs better and be able to guess the meaning of new ones that you meet. 
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abide /a'baid/ 


a'bide by sth (formal) to accept rules, a law, an 
agreement, a decision, etc. and obey themi/it: 
Members must abide by the rules of the club. 
rules, decision, the law 
EY) comply (with sth) 
© v+prep 


abound /a'‘baund/ 


a'bound in/with sth (wriften) to have a lot of 
sth; to contain a lot of sth: The rivers there 
abound iniwith fish. 
@ v+prep 


accede jsk'si:d/ 


ac'cede to sth (formal) to agree to or allow sth 
that sb has asked for, often after you have 
opposed it for a while: The government acceded to 
public pressure to review the tax. 
request, demands, pressure 
Aecede to sth can be used in the passive: 
Have all our requests been acceded to? 
© v + prep 


account /a'kaunt/ 


ac'count for sb/sth 1 to know where sb/sth is 
or what has happened to them, especially after 
an accident or a natural disaster: All the people 
who were working in the building have now been 
accounted for. o There are three files that I can’t 
account for. Account for sb/sth is often 
used in the passive in this meaning. 2 (old- 
fashioned) to destroy sth or kill sb: Our guns 
accounted for five enemy planes. 
$ v+prep 

ac'count for sth 1 to explain how or why sth 
happened; to be the explanation for sth: How do 
you account for the fact that the box has disap- 
peared? o Poor hygiene may have accounted for 
the increase in cases of the disease. the fact 
that... 2 to be a particular part of sth; to be a par- 
ticular amount: Car crime accounted for 28% of 
all reported offences. o Wages account for less 
than half of the budget. a large amount, a 
(particular) proportion, (so many) per cent 
make up sth; represent sth 3 to keep a 
record of how the money in your care will he 
spent or has been spent: Every penny of the funds 
is accounted for 4 to consider particular facts or 
circumstances when you are making a decision 
about sth, especially when you are calculating 
the cost of sth: The cost of the film and the pro- 
cessing were all accounted for in the calculation of 
the cost of the service. take sth into 
account 
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Account for sth can be used in the passive: 
This increase is accounted for by rising taxes. 
 v+prep 

m there’s no accounting for ‘taste(s) used to 
say that it is impossible to know why sb likes 
sb/sth that you do not like at all: (humorous) ‘She 
seems to like you.’ "Well — there’s no accounting 
for taste!’ 


accustom /e’kastam/ 


ac'custom sb/yourself to sth; ac’'custom 
sb/yourself to doing sth (forma/) to make 
sb/yourself familiar with sth; to become used to 
sth: It shouldn’t take long to accustom your stu- 
dents to working in groups. © It took a while for 
her eyes to accustom themselves to the dark. 
© v+n/pron + prep 


ache /eik/ 


‘ache for sb/sth to have a strong desire for 
sb/sth or to do sth: Z was aching for home. 
YD long for sb/sth 
© v+prep 


acquaint /a'kwemt/ 


ac'quaint sb/yourself with sth (forma) to 
make sb/yourself familiar with or aware of sth: 
He decided to take his son along and acquaint him 
with the business. 
& v+n/pron+ prep 


act /ext/ 


‘act as sth to perform a particular role or func- 
tion: Will you act as interpreter for us? o Large 
fines act as a deterrent to motorists. 
agent, consultant, intermedlary/go-between, 
deterrent serve as sth 
@ v+ prep 

‘act for $b (aiso act on be'halt of sb, act on sb's 
be'half) if sb acts for you or acts on behalf of 
you, they deal with your affairs for you, for 
example by representing you in a court of law, or 
by doing your duty when you are not able to: Do 
you have a solicitor acting for you? o The Prince 
was acting on behalf of the Queen. © The Prince 
was acting on the Queen's behalf 
client 
®v+prep 

‘act on sth (also ‘act upon sth more formal) 1 to 
do sth asa result of advice, information, instruc- 
tions, etc. that you have received: The police were 
acting on information from a member of the puh- 
lic. o I was Just acting on instructions. o If my 
advice had been acted upon, this would never have 
happened, CEJ advice, information, instructions 


act on behalf of 


Act on/upon sth can be used in the passive 
in this meaning. 2 to have an effect on sth: The 
drug acts on the central nervous system. Act 
can be used on its own with this meaning: T'he 
-drug acts quickly. 

© v+prep 
act on be'half of sb; act on sb’s be'half = 
ACT FOR $B 
act sth ‘out 1 to perform a story or events that 
have happened or might happen, as if you are 
performing a play: The teacher read a story and 
the children acted itout. o She acted out her fanta- 
sies of pop stardom in front of her bedroom mir- 
ror o figurative) The whole nation was following 
the drama being acted out on the football field. 
story, fantasy 2 to act a part in real life: 7 
found myself acting out the role of good, brave 
patient. 3 (technical) to express your thoughts 
and feelings in your behaviour, often withont 
being aware of it 

$ vt+advtn e v+nipron+ adv 
act ‘up (informal 1 to make sb annoyed by 
behaving badly, trying to get attention, etc: The 
kids have been acting up ail day. 2 if amachine or 
part of the body acts up, it does not work prop- 
erly: The car's acting up again. o My ankie is act- 
ing up (= is painful and causing problems). 

play up 

Act up is often used in the progressive 
tenses, 
@ vtadv 
‘act upon sth = act on STH 


add jx1; 


add sth 'in to include sth with sth else; to put sth 
into sth else or between two things: Send me the 
new figures when the additional costs have been 
added in. o I’ve added in two extra paragraphs. 
Add can also be used with this meaning: 
I’ve added a couple of extra paragraphs. 
@ vtadvin + v+n/pron+ adv 
add ‘on; add ‘on to sth (Am£) to build an extra 
room or rooms on to a house or other building: 
They decided to add on rather than move. 
@® viadv e v+advi+prep 
add sth ‘on; add sth ‘on to sth to include sth 
or attach sth extra: He added £2 on to the bill. 
Add (to sth) can also be used with this 
meaning: He added £2 to the bill. 
@ v+n/pron+adv è v+tadv+r e 

v+nipron + adv + prep 
> ‘add-on 7 a thing that is added to or included 
with sth else: The catalogue advertised add-ons 
such as extra memory and software. © add-on 
productsipocketslunits 
‘add to sth to increase the size, amount, number, 
etc, of sth: Taking the children with us would 
only add to our probiems. © Music playing in the 


background added to the atmosphere. o (BrE) 
The house has been added to over the years. o The 
food at the hotel ts of a very high standard. Add 
to this the quality of the rooms and the service 
and it is clear why this is such a popular hotel. 
problems, number, knowledge, enjoyment 
Add to sth can be used in the passive. 

Q v+prep 


add to'gether; add sth to'gether to come 


together to produce sth; to join two or more 
things, numbers, ete. together to produce sth: 
The games, the dancing and the good food all 
added together to make a memorable occasion. o 
When all the different factors are added together, I 
can understand her decision. © Add the tivo num- 
bers together and divide by three. 

DEJ factors, numbers, costs 

@ vt+adv e vtadv+n è v+nipron + adv 


add ‘up (informal) 1 to seem reasonable; to make 


sense: to have all the different parts agreeing 
with each other: There are things in her story that 
just don’t add up. o Now that I know where she 
was last night, it's all beginning to add up. 
Add up with this meaning is used especially in 
negative sentences. 2 to increase gradually to 
make a large number or amount: Save a small 
amount each month, it'll soon add up. 3 if two or 
more numbers add up, they come to the total 
that they should or that you would expect: These 
figures just don’t add up. 

@® v+adv 


add ‘up (especially BrE), add sth ‘up to calcu- 


late the total of two or more numbers or 
amounts: I never could add up, o She’s very good 
at adding up in her head. © She added the figures 
up in no time. o I needed to use a calculator to add 
up the bill. 

numbers, figures, score, cost 

@ vtadv » vtadv+n è v+n/pron +adv 


add ‘up to sth 1 if two or more numbers or fig- 


ures add up to sth, they make a total of sth when 
they are added together: Can you arrange the 
numbers in groups that add up to 10? o The cost of 
ail the equipment you need for a baby adds up toa 
considerable sum. 2 (informal) to show sth; to 
have a particular meaning or result: His evidence 
didn’t really add up to very much (= gave us very 
little information). o AH in all, it adds up to a 
Preity desperate situation. 

amount to sth 

@ v+adv+ prep 


address /a‘ires/ 
ad'dress yourself to sth (ermal) to think 


about a problem or a situation and decide how 
you are going to deal with it: We must address 
ourselves to the problem of traffic pollution. 

@® v+pron+ prep 


adhere jad‘ har); 


ad'here to sth (fermad to act in the way that a 
particular law, rule or set of instructions says 
that you should; to follow or support a particular 
opinion or set of beliefs: They have adhered 
strictly to the terms of the treaty. o He found the 
diet very difficult to adhere to. o How many people 
actually adhere to this vlew? 
principles, rules, guidelines keep to 
sth (less formal 
Adhere to sth can be used in the passive: 
AU safety requirements must be adhered to. 


® v+ prep 
admit sdm, (-tt-) 


ad'mit of sth (ermal) to show that sth such as 
an explanation or an answer is possible; to allow 
sth to happen: The situation admits of only one 
explanation. 
explanation, answer allow of sth 
® v+ prep 


agree /s'gri:/ 


a'gree with sb to make you feel happy or 
healthy: You look great! Marriage obviously 
agrees with you. o Mushrooms don't agree with 
me (= they make me feel ill/sick). 
Agree with sb is often used in negative 
sentences. 
© v+ prep 

a'groe with sth; a'gree with doing sth to 
approve of sth, especially a policy or a belief: J 
don’t agree with capital punishment. 
disagree with sth, disagree with doing 
sth 
© v+ prep 


aim fem! 


‘aim at sth; ‘aim at doling sth to try toachieve 
sth; to have sth as your aim: She's aiming af a 
sports scholarship. o We need to aim at increasing 
exports. 

Aim to do sth is also used with the same 
meaning: What do you aim to achieve? 
@ v+prep 

‘aim sth at sb/sth if you aim sth ata particular 
person or group, you do or say sth that you 
intend to have an effect on them: The advertising 
campaign is aimed primarily at young people. o I 
was not aiming my remarks at you. 
remarks, criticism, campaign 
Aim sth at sb is often used in the passive. 
4 v +n/pron+ prep 

be 'almed at sth; be ‘aimed at doing sth to 
have sth as an aim or purpose: The new scheme is 
aimed at reducing unemployment. 
© be+v+ prep 


amount 


alight falar; 

alight on/upon sb/sth (for mad) to notice sb/sth 
suddenly; to find or think of sth by chance: My 
eve alighted on an old book. o He finally alighted 
on a solution. 
light on/upon sb/sth 
® v + prep 


align slam; 


a'lign yourself with sb/sth to publicly sup- 
port a person, a group of people or a set of opin- 
ions: The senator aligned himself with the critics 
of the proposed reforms. 
® v+pron+ prep 


allow /slav/ 


al'low for sth to include sth when you are calcu- 
lating sth or planning sth: Add an extra ten min- 
utes to your journey time to allow for the traffic. © 
I’ve bought a large size to allow for the fact that it 
may shrink in the wash. 
Eï) the possibility, the fact that..., differences 
Aliow for sth can be used in the passive: 
This had not been aliowed for in the budget. 
® v + prep 

allow of sth (forma) to show that sth such as an 
explanation or an answer is possible; to make sth 
possible: The facts allow of only one explanation. 
28%) admit of sth 
© v+ prep 

allude jatu:d; 

allude to sb/sth (formal) to mention sb/sth 
indirectly or in a few words: He hated his 
mother’s way of alluding to Jean but never actu- 
ally saying her name. 
Allude to sb/sth can be used in the pas- 
sive: Do you know the person who was alluded to 
in the report? 
$ v+prep 


amount /a'maont; 


a'mount te sth (mot used in the progressive 
tenses) t to add up to sth; to result in a final total 
of sth: The cost of the trip amounted to weil over 
£500. © The money I pay in tax and insurance con- 
tributions amounts to about 40% af my salary. 
come to sth 2 to be equal to or the same as 
sth: What they did amounted to a breach of con- 
tract. o It doesn’t matter whether I pay or my hus- 
band pays it amounts to the same thing in the 
end. o Itall amounts to a lot of hard work, Ys) 
come to sth 3 if you say that sb/sth doesn’t 
amount to much, you mean that he/she/it is not 
very important: He'll never amount to anything. © 
The information we have doesn’t amount to much. 
add up to sth 
© v+prep 
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angle eyg 


‘angle for sth (often used in the progressive 
lenses) to try to obtain sth without asking for it 
directly: She's angling for an invitation to the 
Pary. 

fish for sth 

@ v*prep 


answer /‘ansa(r); AmE‘en-/ 


answer ‘back to defend yourself against sth bad 
that sb has said about you: It's not fair to criticize 
without giving her the chance to answer back. 

@ v+adv 

answer ‘back; answer sb ‘back if a child 
answers back or answers you back when you 
are telling them to do sth, for example, they reply 
rudely: Don’t answer back! > He’s a rude little 
boy, always answering his mother back. 

@ v+adv + v+n/pron+ adv 


‘answer for sb to speak on behalf of sb and say 
what they will do or what they think: I can’t 
answer for my colleagues, but I can manage a 
meeting next week. 

2Y speak for sb 

Answer for sb is usually used in negative 
sentences. 

© v+prep 

‘answer for sth 1 to be responsible for sth 
bad; to accept the blame for sth: She has a lot 
to answer for. o He's old enough to answer for 
his own actions. o When it comes to violence 
among young people, television has a great deal 
to answer for the consequences, sb's 
actions 2 to say that you are certain that sb has a 
particular quality or can be trusted or relied on: 
[can answer for her honesty. vouch for sth 
© v+ prep 

‘answer to sb (for sth) to have to explain your 
actions to sb or show that they are right or rea- 
sonable: You will answer to me for any damage to 
the car. o If anything happens to her, you'll have 
me to answer to. 

® v+prep 

‘answer to sth to be called sth; to recognize a 
name as your own: T answer to either Susan or 
Sue. o I'm afraid there's no one here answering 
to that name. © They have a cat answering to 
the name of Bill. 

only name 

® v+ prep 


appeal js'pi:1/ 


ap‘peal for sth/sb; ap'peal for sb to do sth 
to make a serious and urgent request for sth or 
for sth to be done: The government has appealed 
for calm. The police appealed for witnesses to 
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come forward, o The victim's family has appealed 
for help in tracking down the killer. 
witnesses, help, information, calm, funds 
@ v+ prep + v>prap + n/pron +toinf 

ap'peal to sb if sth appeals to you, you like it or 
find it interesting and attractive: The ‘Harry 
Potter’ books appeal to readers of all ages. o The 
prospect of camping didn't appeal to me. 
© v+prep 

ap'peal to sth to try to persuade sb to do sth by 
reminding them that it is a good, reasonable 
thing to do: Maybe if you appeal to her better 
nature (= her kindness), you can get her to help. 
Gü sb's better nature, sb's sense of justice 
® v+prep 


appertain | zps'tem; AmE-par't-/ 


apper'tain to sth (formal) to belong to sth; to be 
connected with sth: the duties appertaining to the 
post 
This verb is usually only used in written 
English. 
® v+prep 


apprise /a'prar/ 


ap'prise sb of sth (ormai) to tell or inform sb 
of sth: We were fully apprised of the situation. 
@ v+n/pron + prep 


argue /a:gju:; AmE'arg-/ 

argue sb ‘into sth; argue sb ‘into doing 
sth to persuade sb to do sth by giving them a 
large number of reasons why they should do it: 7 
managed to argue him into going back home to 
talk to his parents. 
argue sb out of sth, argue sb out of doing 
sth 
® v + n/pron + prep 

argue sth ‘out to discuss all the details of an 
idea, a plan, etc, often in an excited or angry 
way, until you reach a decision: I'm sure they'll 
manage to argue out any differences that arise. o 
I’m too tired to argue it out with you now. © The 
issues have all been argued out at great length. 
@ v+adv+n » v+n/pron + adv 


argue sb ‘out of sth; argue sb ‘out of — 


doing sth to persuade sb not to do sth by giving 
thern a large number of reasons why they should 
not do it: Jargued her out of her crazy idea. 
argue sb into sth, argue sb Into doing sth 
®© v + n/pron + adv + prep 

‘argue with sth to disagree with what sb says; to 
say or show that sth is not right: T's cold today, 
isn’t it?’ ‘T can’t argue with you there! (= I agree 
with you).’o it’s a lovely jacket — and you 
couldn't argue with the price. 


Argue with sth is often used with can’t or 
another negative. 


® v+ prep 


arrive /o'rary/ 


arrive at sth to agree on sth or to find sth after 
discussing and thinking about it: They had both 
arrived at the same conclusion. o It didn’t take 
long to arrive at a decision. 
conclusion, decision, agreement 
SEYD reach sth 
@ v + prep 


arse jas; AmE arsi 


arse a'bout/a'round (BrE, A, slang) to behave 
in a silly or annoying way and waste time 
instead of doing what you are supposed to be 
doing: Stop arsing about and give me my bag 
back. 
Mess around and play around are more 
polite verbs to use to express this. 
© v+adv 


ascribe jo'skrarb/ 


a'scribe sth to sb to consider, perhaps wrongly, 
that sth has been written, painted, spoken or cre- 
ated by a particular person: This play is usually 
ascribed to Shakespeare. 
attribute sth to sb 
@ v+n/pron+ prep 

a'scribe sth to sb/sth (formal) 1 to consider 
that sth is caused by a particular person or thing: 
He ascribed his exhaustion to the heat and an 
unfamiliar diet. 2 to consider that a person or a 
thing has a particular quality: J am reluctant to 
ascribe supernatural powers to a fortune teller. © 


The government ascribe great importance to these 


policies, 
EY attribute sth to sb/sth 
® v + nipron + prep 


ask ask: AmE esk/ 


‘ask after sb to ask for news about sb and how 
they are, etc: Did she ask afler me in her letter? 
enquire after sb (formal) 
© v+prep 

ask sb a‘long to ask sb if they would like to go 
with you to an event or activity: Jane and Ed are 
going to a movie tonight, and they’ve asked me 
along. 

Invite sb along (ore formal) 
®© v+nipron+ adv « v+adv+n (rare) 

ask a'round to ask a number of different people 
in order to find out sth: J don’t know Uf there's any 
work, but lH ask around for you. 
® v+adv 


ask sb a'round (AmE) = ASK $B OVER/ROUND 
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ask sb ‘back (to sth) (especially BrE) to invite sb 


to come back to your house with you for a drink, 
etc. when you are both out together: I asked him 
back for a coffee. 

tern) have sb back; invite sb back (to sth) 
(more formal) 

® v + n/pron + adv 


‘ask for sb to say that you want to see or speak to 


sb: There’s somebody at the door asking for Pete. 
® v+prep 


‘ask for sth 1 to say that you want sb to give you 


sth: Jodie asked for a guitar for her birthday. o If 
you get into trouble, don’t hesitate to ask for help. 
© We couldn't have asked for better weather. ò 
A beautiful house, husband and children. What 
more could you ask for? YD) request sth (for- 
mal) 2 (informal) if sb is asking for trouble or 
asking for it, they are behaving in a way that is 
likely to cause sth bad to happen to them: You're 
asking for trouble walking home alone at night. © 
‘You asked for it! (= you deserve what J am going 
to do to you)’ she sald, pouring a bucket of water 
over his head. trouble, It 3 to say that you 
want to speak to sb or be directed to a place: 
When you arrive, go to reception and ask for 
George. © Ask for the station ff you get lost. 

© v+prep 


ask sb ' In/up to invite sb to come into the room 


or building that you are in, especially your 
home: Aren't you going to ask me in? It’s cold out 
here. © She asked me into her office for a chat. o 
Once we get settled, we must ask the neighbours in 
for coffee. 

invite sb In/up (more formal 

@ v+n/pron + adv 


ask sb ‘out to invite sb to go out with you, espe- 


cially when you would like a romantic relation- 
ship with them: Has he asked you out yet? 

SYN) Invite sb out (more formal) 

© v+n/pron + adv 


ask sb ‘over/round (BrE) (AmE ask sb a'round) 


to invite sb to come and visit you in your home: 
She's asked me round for dinner. 

Invite sb over/round (more formal) 

© v + nipron + adv 


ask sb ‘up = ASK SB IN/UP 


aspire ja'spara(r)/ 
a'spire to sth to have a strong desire to gain or 


achieve sth: He's never really aspired to great 
wealth. 
® v+prep 


assoclate /a'sausiert; AmE a'sou-/ 
as‘'soclate with sb to be involved with or spend 


a lot of time with sb or with a group of people, 
especially people that sb else does not approve of: 
I don’t like the people you associate with. 

® v+ prep 


associate with 
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as'sociate yourself with sb/sth (formal to 
say that you agree with sb or with their ideas: 
it was unreasonable to expect the Democrats to 
associate themselves with spending cuts and tax 
increases. 
dissociate yourself from sb/sth 
@ v+pron+prep 


attend jatend/ 


at'tend to sb/sth (forma) to deal with or take 
responsibility fur sth; to give practical help and 
care to sb who needs it: J have some urgent busi- 
ness to attend to. > (Brk} Are you being attended 
to? 
business, needs, customer 
28YR) look after sb; look after sth: see to sb/sth 
(less forma} 
© v+prep 


attribute /v'trbjut/ 


at'tribute sth to sb to consider, perhaps 
wrongly, that sth has been written, painted, 
spoken or created by a particular person: This 
painting is usuaily attributed to Goya. 
ascribe sth to sb 
© v+nipron + prep 

at'tribute sth to sb/sth to consider that sth is 
caused by a particular person or thing: His suc- 
cess can be largely attributed to hard work. o She 
Said she was not going io attribute blame or seek 
revenge for what had happened. 
HYR) ascribe sth to sb/sth; put sth down to sth 
(fess formal) 
© v+n/pron+ prep 


auction ‘ak In, BrE also 'pk-/ 


auction sth ‘off to sell sth at an auction, espe- 
cially sth that sb no longer needs or wants: The 
house and ail its cantents will be auctioned off 
next week. 
@ vtadvtn + v+ni/pron+adv 


avail sven; 


a'vail yourself of sth (formal) to make use of 
sth; to take advantage of sth, usually to improve 
your situation: Guests are encouraged to avail 
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themselves of all the hotel’s services. o I'd like to 
avail myself af this opportunity to thank you all. 
facilities, opportunity 

© v+ pron + prep 


average /'xvarid3; 


average ‘out to result in a fair or equal amount 
over a period of time or after several occasions: 
Sometimes I do the cooking and sometimes my 
Hlatmate does. It averages out over a month (= 
results in us each doing the same amount of 
cooking). 
@ vtadv 

average sth ‘out (at sth) to calculate the aver- 
age of sth: Jf you average it out, there's one car 
stolen every three minutes. o The tax authorities 
averaged out his profit at £10000 a year over five 
years. 
© v+adven + vin/pront+ adv 

average ‘out at sth to have a particular 
amount as the average over a period of time: The 
time she spends practising the piano averages out 
at about an hour a day: 
® v+adv+ prep 


awake fa'werk/ (awoke /a'wauk: AmE 
o'wouk/, awoken /a'waukan; AmE a'woukan/) 


a'wake to sth (formal) to become aware of sth 
and its possible results; to realize or understand 
sth: They finally awoke to the full extent of the 
problem, © I suddenly awoke to the fact that I had 
the answer in front of me. 
-> see als AWAKEN TO STH, AWAKEN SB TO STH 
© v+prep 


awaken wekan; 


a'waken to sth: a'waken sb to sth ormat 
to become aware of sth, or to make sb become 
aware of sth, and its possible results: People are 
gradually awakening to their rights. o The pub- 
lic has been awakened to the full horror of the 
situation. 
> See als0 AWAKE TO STH 
@ v+prep « v+nipron+ prep 


moad semeea eee 


back bæk’ 
back a'way; back a'way from sb/sth to 


move backwards away from sb/sth frightening 
or unpleasant: He stepped forward and she 
backed away in alarm. © The child backed away 
rom the dog nervously. 

ED retreat (from sb/sth) (more for mal) 

-> see alsO BACK OFF 2 

@ vtadv e v+adv+prep 


back a'way from sth, back a'way from 


doing sth to avoid doing sth unpleasant or 
difficult; to show that you no longer support an 
action or an idea: We will not back away from 
tough measures. o The union has backed away 
from calling a strike. 

© v +adv + prep 


back ‘down (on/from sth) to take back a claim or 


a demand that you have made, or sth that you 
have said, usually because sb forces you to: Nei- 
ther of them will back down on this issue. o His 
critics were forced to back down. 

climb down (over sth); give tn (to sb/sth) 
~+ SEE iSO BACK OFF (FROM STH/FROM DOING STH), 
BACK OFF STH 

@ ve adv 


back ‘off 4 (informal to stop threatening or 


annoying sb: Back off and let me make my own 
decisions. o The press have agreed to back off and 
leave the couple alone. 2 to move away from 
sb/sth frightening or unpleasant: As the head 
teacher approached the children backed off 
retreat (from sb/sth) > sge also BACK AWAY, BACK 
AWAY FROM SB/STH 

@ v¥+ adv 


back ‘off (from sth/from doing sth), back ‘off 


sth (especially Am) to decide not to continue to 
do sth or support an idea, in order to avoid a diffi- 
cult or unpleasant situation: The government 
backed off in the face of strong opposition. o He 
refused to back off from his earlier statement. © 
The rebels backed off their demand for meeting 
with the President. 

«> see also BACK DOWN (ON/FROM STH) 

@ vtadv + vt+prep 


back ‘onto sth (BrE) if a building backs onto 


sth, it has sth behind it: The hotel backs onto the 
golf course. 
@ v+ prep 


back ‘out; back ‘out of sth; back ‘out of 


doing sth to decide not to do sth that you had 
agreed or promised to do: Everything's arranged. 
It’s too late to back out now. © There’s still time to 
back out of selling the house. 


ISTR) pull out, pull out of sth, pull out of doing 
sth: withdraw (from sth} (more format) 
@ vt adv » v+adv+ prep 


back ‘up; back sb/sth ‘up to move backwards 


a short distance, especially in a vehicle; to make 
sb/sth move backwards a short distance: You can 
back up another two metres or so. © Jeff backed 
the van up and drove off quickly. o (figurative) 
The woman was backed up against the wall. 

Ty) reverse, reverse sth (more formal) 

@ vtadv + v+nipront+ adv e vtadvtn 


back ‘up; back sth ‘up if traffic backs up oris 


backed up, it cannot move and forms a long line: 
Two lanes were closed by the accident, causing 
cars to back up for miles. o The traffic is backed 
up to the traffic lights. 

Back sth up is nearly always used in the 
passive. 

@ vtadv + v+nipront+ adv + vtadvtn 


back sb/sth ‘up 4 to say or show that what sb 


says is true: If I tell my parents I was with you, 

will you back me up? o His version of events is not 

backed up by the evidence. HE] statement, claim 

2 to support or help sb/sth: Mel complained that 
her husband never backed her up inthe contral of 
the children. o Backing her up (= playing music 
to support her) was the band ‘Midnight Express’. 

support sb/sth 

@ v+nipron+ adv + v+adv +n (less frequent) 

> backup n [C] [U (AmE, music) (usually used as 
an adjective) music that supports the main 
singer or player in popular music or jazz: a 
backup singer for Stevie Wonder o She once sang 
backup for Madonna. 

-> see also BACK-UP at BACK STH UP 


back sth 'up 1 (computing) to make a copy of a 


file, a program, etc. that can be used if the ori- 
ginal one is lost or damaged: We back up all the 
files every night. flle 2 to add sth extra to sth, 
especially as a support: The lectures will be 
backed up by practical work. o They backed up 
their demands with threats. 

@ v+nipron+ adv « vt+advtn 

» ‘back-up n 1 [U] support or help that you can 
use in order to do sth: military back-up © They 
have a huge back-up team. 2 [C] a second piece of 
equipment, set of plans, person, etc. that can 
replace another if necessary: He’s our back-up if 
another player isn't avatlable. o the back-up plan 
3 [C] (computing) a copy of a file, program, etc. 
for use in case the original is lost or damaged: 
Have you kept a back-up of this file? o a back-up 
disk 

-> see also BACKUP at BACK SB/STH UP 
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bag /bæg; (gg) 


bag sth ‘up to put sth, usually large amounts of 
sth, into a bag or bags: The vegetables are bagged 
up on the farm and then sent out to the shop. 
Bag sth can also be used with this meaning. 
@ vtadvtn è v+n/pron+ adv 


bail /beu/ 


bail ‘out: bail ‘out of sth 1 (BrE also bale 
‘out, bale ‘out of sth) to jump out of a plane that 
is going to crash, using a parachute (= a large 
piece of cloth that opens out Hike an umbrella 
and makes people fall slowly and safely): The 
crew just had time to bail out. 2 (AmE) to stop 
doing sth or taking part in sth because it is diffi- 
eult or unpleasant: The actor who was supposed 
to be playing the part bailed out. > see also BACK 
OUT, BACK OUT OF STH, BACK OUT OF DOING STH 
@ vt adv + vtadvtprep 

bail ‘out; ball sth ‘out (BrE also bale ‘out, bale 
sth ‘out) to throw water out of a boat with a com- 
tainer or with your hands: The boat will sink unless 
we bail out. o They started bailing the boat out. 
boat, water 
® vtadv + v+nfpron+adv e v+adven 

bail sb ‘out (iaw) to pay sb's bail (= the money 
that sb accused of a crime has to pay if they do 
not appear at their trial) for them, so that they 
can be set free until their trial 
© vinipron+ adv + v+advein 


ball sb/sth ‘out: bail sb/sth ‘out of sth (BrE 
also bale sb/sth ‘out, bale sb/sth ‘out of sth) 
(informal) to rescue sb/sth from difficulties, 
especially financial difficulties: The government 
hus refused to bail the company out again. 
@ v+nipron+ adv è v+adven + 

v+nipron + adv + prep 
® ‘bailout n (especially AME, finance) an act of 
giving financial help to a company, economy, etc. 
to save it from failing: gevernmentibank bailouts 
© a bailout package 


balance /belens/ 


‘balance A against B to compare the value or 
importance of one plan, argument, etc. against 
another: You must balance the high salary 
against the long working hours. 

set sth against sth 

@ v+nipron + prep 

balance ‘out; balance sth ‘out/up if things 
that are very different or have opposite effects 
balance out or you balance them out, they 
become equal in amount or value: If you eat a 
variety of food, protein and carbohydrate will 
balance out over a week. © We need to invite three 
more giris to balance up the numbers (= so that 
there are equal numbers of boys and girls). 

@ vtadv e v+adv+n + v+n/pron+adv 


bale ten; 


bale ‘out; bale ‘out of sth (BrE) - nan. our, 
BAIL OUT OF STH 1 

bale ‘out; bale sth ‘out (BrE) = Bau. OUT, BAIL 
STH OUT 

bale sb/sth ‘out: bale sb/sth ‘out of sth 
(BrE) = BAIL SB/STH OUT, BAIL SB/STH OUT OF STH 


balk /bo:«/ 


‘balk at sth; ‘balk at doing sth (especially 
AME) ©. BAULK AT STH, BAULK AT DOING STH 


balls jbo:1z; 


balls sth ‘up (BrE, A) to spoil sth: to do sth very 
badly 
Amore polite, informal way of saying this 
is foul sth up or bungle sth. 
® v+n/pron+adv ə v+adven 
> ‘balls-up n (A, slang, especially BrE) some- 
thing that has been done very badly: J made a 
real balls-up of my exams. 
A more polite, informal way of saying this 
is foul-up. 


band /beznd/ 


band to'gether to form a group and act together 
in order to achieve sth, etc: We need to band 
together to fight these reforms. 
© vtadv 


bandage /bendids; 


‘bandage sb/sth ‘up to wrap a bandage (= a 
Jong narrow strip of material) around a part of 
the body that is injured: Joe bandaged me up 
untill the doctor came. o I didn't see the burns 
because her fingers were all bandaged up. 
foe] wound, sb's leg/arm, ate. 

Mi Bandage sb/sth up is often used in the 
passive. + Bandage sb/sth is also used with this 
meaning, 

@ v+nipron+adv » v+adven 


bandy /bændi/(bandies, bandying, bandied, 
bandied) 


bandy sth a'bout (also bandy sth a'round 
especially BrE) if a word, a name, etc. is bandied 
about, it is mentioned or talked about by many 
people, often in a careless way: The stories being 
bandied about are completely false. ọ He's not 
paid anything like the £4000 a week figure being 
bandied around. 
story, figures, word/term 
Bandy sth about/around is usually used 
in the passive. 
@ vt+advt+n + v+n/pron+ adv 


bang /ben/ 
bang a'round (also bang a'bout especially BrE) 
to move around noisily: We could hear them 
banging about upstairs, moving things. 
@ v+adv 
bang a'way 1 (informald to hit sth repeatedly 
with lots of force or energy: She picked up the 
hammer and began banging away with enthust- 
asm. 2 if sth such as your heart bangs away, it 
makes very loud regular sounds: My heart was 
banging away unheaithily. 
@ vitadv 
bang a'way at sth (AmE, informal) to work 
very hard at sth: She banged away all day at her 
assignment, 
bash away (at sth) (BrE) 
® v+adv+ prep 
ibang sth ‘down to put sth down quickly and 
with a lot of force so that it makes a loud noise: 
He banged his fist down on the table. o He banged 
the phone down (= ended the telephone conversa- 
tion) before I could expiain. 
@ vt+nipron+ adv + vtadv+n 
bang ‘into sb/sth to crash into or hit sb/sth vio- 
lently, usually by mistake: He ran around the cor- 
ner and banged into an old lady who was coming 
the other way. 
$ v+prep 
bang ‘on about sb/sth (BrE, informal) to talk 
or write a lot or in a boring way about sth: Pat is 
always banging on about politics. o She keeps 
banging on about how wonderful her son is. 
BYO go on (about sb/sth) 
@ v¥ + adv + prep 
bang ‘out sth; bang itthem ‘out (informa) 
1 to play music very loudly: He banged out the 
tune on the piano. 2 to write sth very quickly and 
without taking much care: She was banging out 
four novels a year T8¥) bash sth out (BrE) 
churn sth out 
A noun must always follow out, but a pro- 
noun comes between the verb and out. 
@ vtadvin + v+pron+adv 
bang sb/sth ‘up (AmE, informal to damage or 
injure sb/sth, especially by hitting sth else: J 
banged up my knee when [fell off the bike. 
@vt+adv+n + v+n/pron+ adv 
be/get banged ‘up (BrE, informal) to be locked 
up or put in prison: He was banged up in a Singa- 
pore jail for six months. 
$ be/get+v + adv 


bank /bænk/ 


'bank on sb/sth; ‘bank on doing sth; 'bank 
on sb/sth doing sth to rely on sb/sth; to be 
confident that sth will happen: Pm banking on 
your help. o I’m banking on you to help me. o I'd 


bark 


banked on getting a cup of coffee at the airport, 
but everything was closed. o He was banking on 
the train being on time. o She might already have 
cleaned up but I wouldn’t bank on it. 

2D count on sb/sth, count on doing sth, 
count on sb/sth doing sth; reckon on sh/sth, 
reckon on doing sth, reckon on sb/sth doing 
sth 

@ v+prep + vtprap + n/pron + to inf 


bank 'up; bank sth ‘up (SrZ) to form into a 


large pile; to make sth form a large pile: The 
snow had banked up on either side of the road. 
© vt+adv + v+nipront+adyv + v+adv+n 


barg ain ibagen; AmE 'ba:rgen/ 
bargain sth a'way (rare) to give away sth valu- 


able or important in exchange for sth less valu- 

able or important: The leaders refused to bargain 

away the freedom of their people. 

@ vtadv+n + v+pron+ady e v +n + adv (less 
frequent) 


‘bargain for/on sth; ‘bargain for/on doing 


sth; ‘bargain foron sb/sth doing sth to 
expect or be prepared to do sth; to expect sth to 
happen or sb to do sth: We hadn't bargained for 
such bad weather. o I hadn't bargained on taking 
the kids with us. o I didn’t bargain for Jake being 
at the party. o When he tried to argue with Kaw, 
he got more than he had bargained for. © What 
I hadn't bargained for was that very few people 
would speak English. 

reckon on sb/sth, reckon on doing sth, 
reckon on sb/sth doing sth 

These phrasal verbs are usually used in 
negative sentences, 

© v+ prep 


barge wid, AmE ba:rd3/ 


barge ‘in (on sb/sth), barge ‘into sth (in/or- 


mab 4 to enter a place or join a group of people 
quickly and rudely, without being asked: Sorry 
to barge in, but... o Ske barged in on our meeting 
without knocking. o He just barged (his way) into 
the room. 2 to interrupt what sb is doing or say- 
ing, especially when you have not been invited to 
join in: As soon as I paused for breath, Bart 
barged in. o You can’t just come barging into our 
conversation! 

@ v+adv + v+prep 


bark ba:k: AmE bark/ 


bark sth ‘out to shout sth loudly: She barked out 
instructions to her secretary. 
53 orders, instructions rap sth out 
[is Bark sth can also be used with the same 
meaning: He barked orders at Tim. 
@ vtadvin + v+n/pron+adv + v+adv+ speech 
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barricade /bærrked; 


barricade yourselfisb ‘in: barricade 
yourselfisb ‘in/intosin'side sth to put up a 
line of objects at the entrance to a room or build- 
ing, so that nobody can get in or out, usually to 
protect or defend yourself or sb else: The police 
were called when he barricaded himself in. o 
They barricaded themselves inside their house. o 
Families had to be barricaded inside a restaurant 
while students protested outside, 
(83) room, house 
© v+n/pron+adv « v+nipron+ prep 


base /beis; 


‘base sth on sth (iso ‘base sth upon sth more 
formal) to use or have an idea, an experience, etc. 
as the point from which sth can be developed: 
The novel is based on a true Slory. © She is basing 
the prosecution case on the evidence of two wit- 
nesses. What’s the design based on?o The 
report has been based upon inaccurate informa- 
tion. > Sue's knowledge of Japan was based only 
on what she had read in books. 
decision, theory, design, opinion, etc. 

SOT | Base sth on/upon sth is often used in the 
passive. 
© v+nipron+ prep 


bash bær; 


‘bash sb/sth a'bout (BrE, informal) to hit or 
strike sh/sth and treat them/it in a rough way: 
The mugger had bashed her about. i 
© v+nipron + adv 


bash a'way (at sth) (BrE to work very hard at 
sth for a period of time: I bashed away at the art- 
idle without a break from 11 until 6. 
@ v+adv 


bash sth ‘down (informal, especially BrE} to 
destroy sth and make it fall by hitting it vio- 
lently: The firefighters had to bash the door down. 
door IY% break sth down (more formal, 
knock sth down (more formal) 
© v+nipron+adv » vt+adven 


ee i n eal especially BrE) to break 
‘aeswoy sth by hitting it violently: 
had been bashed in. i ee 
window, head, skull, nose 
ZEYH) smash sth in 
Ml Bash sth in is often used in the passive. 
© v+nipron+ adv « v+adven 
bash sb's ‘head/brains in (informal) to hit 
sb very hard: Shut up or I'll bash your brains in! 
bash ‘on (with sth) (BrE, informal) to continue 
working hard at sth: Let's bash on. o ld better 
bash on with my work. 
get on (with sth) (more formal) 
@ v + adv 
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bash sth ‘out (BFE, informal) to write sth very 
quickly, without taking much care: J don't do 
drafts of articles, I just bash them out, 
bang out sth 
© v+advtn « v+n/pron+ adv 

bash sb ‘up (BrE, informal) to attack sb vio- 
lently 
beat sb up (more formal) 
Bash sb up is used less often than the syno- 
nym beat sb up. 
© vt nipron+ adv è v+adv+n 


bat bæt tty 


bat sth a'round (inormaD to talk about or dis- 
cuss plans or ideas, etc. before you decide what to 
do: We're just batting some ideas around. 
ideas, figures 
@ v+nipron+ adv « vtadven 


batten /batn/ 


batten sth ‘down to fasten sth firmly in order 
to prevent damage by storms or winds: They 
managed to batten down the shutters and doors 
before the hurricane hit, 
@ v+adv +n + v+o/pron+ adv 
batten down the ‘hatches to prepare for dif- 
ficult times ahead: Businesses are bafiening 
down the hatches and preparing for a difficult 
year 


batter betsy 


batter sth ‘down to hit sth repeatedly until it 
breaks and falls down: The only way to get in was 
to hatter the door down. 
door ÆY® break sth down: beat sth down 
® v+n/pron+adv + vtadven 


i a K (especially BrE) (AmE usually balk) 
/bo:k/ | 


‘baulk at sth; ‘baulk at doing sth to be 
unwilling to do sth or to get involved in sth 
because it is difficult, dangerous, expensive, ete: 
He bautked at the idea of telling his parents where 
he was going 
idea, expense 
© v+ prep 


bawl /bo:1/ 


bawi sb ‘out (informad to speak angrily to sb 
because they have done sth wrong: My boss 
bawled me out for being late. l 
28Y®) tell sb off (for sth/for doing sth) 
© vt nipron+ adv « vtadv+n 
> ,bawiing-out 7 [usually sing.] (informal an 
act of speaking angrily to sb because they have 
done sth wrong 
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bawl sth ‘out (informal, especially BrE) to say or 
sing sth very loudly or in a harsh voice: She 
doesn’t give you an order. She bawls it out. è The 
children bawiled out the songs. 
@ vtadv+n « v+pron+adv + vtntadv (rare) e 
v+ adv + speech 


be /bi; strong form bi; (is/are, being, was {wod, 
woz: AME waz, waz}, were watt), wa:(r)/, been 
fbim, bmi} 
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~ behind ~ Out 
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ra down = out of 

~ down on ~ Over 

~ down to ~ past 

~igo down with ~ through 
~in ~ up 

~ in far ~ up against 
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~ off 13 ~upon 

~ off for 


be ‘after sth to try to get or obtain sth: Several 
people in the office are after the same job. © She's 
being too nice. I wonder what she’s after. 
@ v+prep 
be ‘at sb (informal, especially BrE) = BE/GO/ 
KEEP ON AT SB 
be ‘at sth to be busy doing sth: He’s been at his 
essay all night. o I'll be at it all day tomorrow. 
@ v+ prep 
be ‘at It to behave badly; to argue or fight: 
The kids are at it again. 
be a'way to not be at home, especially when you 
are on holiday/vacation or on a business trip: 
We'll be away for the month of August. © He’s 
away on business at the moment. 
@ viadv 
be before sb -BE up BEFORE SB 
be behind sb to give sb your support: Don’t for- 
get that we're behind you all the way. 
@ v+prep 
be behind with sth to be late doing sth, such as 
paying a bill, your rent, etc: We're behind with the 
morigage repayments. © I’m behind with my col- 
lege assignments. 
«> v+adv + prep 
be ‘down if a computer system is down, it is not 
working temporarily: Surely your computer isn’t 
down again? 
@ v+adv 


be ‘down on Sb to treat sb severely or unfairly: 


He's been really down on me lately: 
Q v + adv + prep 


Perea reecrr tr reer oe 


be 'down to sb to be the responsibility of sb; fa 
be sb's fault: I's down to you to heip therm now. 
© v + adv + prep 
be ‘down to sth to have only a little money left: 
I'm down to my last dollar. 
@ v+adv+ prep 
be/go ‘down with sth to have or catch an ill- 
ness: GUl’s down with flu. 
@ vt adv+ prep 
be ‘in 4 to be in fashion: Miniskirts are in this 
season. 2 to be elected to a political position: The 
Democrats are in for another term. 
@ vtadv 
be ‘in for sth (informal to be going to experi- 
ence sth soon, especially sth unpleasant: She's in 
for a shock. o It looks like we're in for a storm. 
®© v t+ adv + prep 
be/get ‘in on sth (informal) to havea share in or 
knowledge of sth; to be or become involved in 
sth: Are you in on the secret? o I'd like to be in on 
the deal. 
@ vtadv+ prep 
be (well) 'in with sb to be (very) friendly with 
sb and likely to get an advantage from the friend- 
ship 
® v + adv + prep 
be ‘into sth to have a taste for or an interest in 
sth: Are you into jazz music? o He’s been into 
trains since he was a small boy. 
® vt prep 
he ‘off 1 to leave; to go, especially in a hurry: J 
must be off 2 to have gone bad and not be fit to 
eator drink: This milk is aff 
® v+adv 
be ‘off sth 1 to have no interest in sth; to have 
stopped liking sth: Ske can’t be weil. She's been 
off her food all week. o That's it. I'm off men for 
life. 2 to have finished speaking on the tele- 
phone: Isn't he off the phone yet? 
@ v+ prep 
be off for ‘sth (informal) to have a particular 
amount of sth: How are we off for coffee (= how 
much have we got)? 
$ v+adv+ prep 
be ‘on 1 (of an event, a show, a performance, etc.) 
to be happening; to take place: Is the party still 
on? 2 (of a performer) to be on the stage; to per- 
form: Who's on next? o We're on after the support 
band. 3 (of food) to be cooking: Are the potatoes 
on? 
@ vtadv 
Gill you're ‘on (spoken, informal) used when you 
are accepting a bet or a challenge 
be ‘on sb if sth such as drinks, food, tickets, etc. 
are on sb, they are paid for by that person: The 
drinks are on me tonight. 
@ v+prep 
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be ‘on sth 1 to be taking medicine, a drug, etc: 
She ’s been on the pill for ten years, o mon strong 
painkillers, 2 to be talking to sb on the telephone: 
She’s been on the phone for hours. 3 to be eating 
or drinking sth: l'm on my third coffee already 
this morning. 
® v+ prep 
what are you 'on? (spoken, informal) used 
when you are very surprised at sb's behaviour 
and are suggesting that they are acting in a simi- 
lar way to sb using drugs 

be ‘on about sth (informal, especially BrE) to 
talk about sth, often in a boring way; to mean sth: 
He 3 always on about how much money he earns. 
© What are you on about? (= I don’t really under- 
stand), 
© v + adv + prep 


be/go/keep ‘on at sb (also be ‘at sb) (informal, 
especially BrE) to try to persuade sb to do sth by 


talking about it very often and in an annoying 
way: I've been on at my husband to go to the doc- 
tor, but he won't. 

257m) nag sb 

@ v+adv+prep è v+prep 


be ‘onto sb (informal) 1 to become aware that sb 
has done sth wrong or illegal and be trying to 
catch them: The police aren't onto us yet. 2 to talk 
tosb about sth, especially to complain about sth 
or ask them to do sth: I’ve been onto the council 
about the noise. 
© v+ prep 
be ‘onto sth to find or discover sth that could 
have very good results for you or for sb else: She 
could be onto something (= she might have dis- 
covered sth that will prove important). 
© v+ prep 
be ‘out 1 to have stopped work as a protest and be 
on strike: The postal workers are still out. 2 to be 
no longer in prison: I've heard Smith’s out now. 3 
if a jury (= a group of people who decide the 
results of a competition or whether or not sb is 
guilty of a crime) is out, they are still trying to 
make a decision 4 to no longer be in fashion: 
Black is out this year. o Politeness seems to be out 
of fashion these days (= no one is polite any 
more). 5 if an action, for example, is out, it is not 
possible or is not allowed: Shall we get together 
one evening next week? Monday's out — I’ve gota 
French class. 
@ vtadv 
the jury is (still) ‘out on sth used when you 
are saying that sth is still not certain: The jury is 
still out on whether wine can be good for you. 
be ‘out for sth; be ‘out to do sth to be trying 
very hard to do sth or to get sth: He’s out for 
revenge. © Everyone’s just out for what they can 
get these days (= they are trying to get things for 
themselves). © The German team want to win 
this game, but Brazil are out to stop them. 
© vt+adv+tprep + v+adv+toinf 


be ‘out of sth to have used up a supply of sth and 


have nothing left: We're out of sugar 
© v+ adv + prep 


be ‘over sb to have returned to your usual state 
of happiness after the end of a relationship: It 


was hard at first, but I’m over him now. 
© v+prep 


be ‘over sth to have returned to your normal 
state of health after an illness: He’s over the flu 


now. 
® v+ prep 


be ‘past it (informal) used to show that you think 
sb is so old that they can no longer do anything 
useful or interesting: The children laughed at 


him and said he was past it. 
@ v+prep + it 


be ‘through (to sb) to be connected to sb on the 
telephone: You're through now. o You're through 


to the manager now. 
® v + adv 


be ‘through (with sb/sth) (especially AmE) to 
have finished using or doing sth; to have finished 


a relationship with sb: Aren’t you through yet? 


You've been ages! o He promised he was through 
with drugs. © Keith and lare through. 
@ v+adv 


be ‘up 1 to be awake: You're up early, o I’ve been 


up all night. 2 (of the wind, the sea, ete.) to 
increase in strength or become violent: in the 
morning the wind was up and we got ready for a 
day's sailing. 3 (spoken. informal (of a drink, a 
meal, etc.) to be ready: Tea’s up! Come and get it 
> see also WHAT'S UP at BE UP TO STH 
® vi+adv 


be 'up against sb/sth to be facing problems or 


difficulties: We're up against tough competition. 
© With three players injured, they were really up 
against it (= in a difficult situation). o Do vou 
realize what you're up against? / 

© v+adv+prep 


be ‘up before sb (also be before sb) to appear 


in court or before a judge: He’s up before the judge 
tomorrow. 
@ v+adv+prep + v+prep 


be ‘up for sth 1 to be considered for sth, espe- 


cially as a candidate for a job, in an election, ete: 
She's up for promotion. o (informal There are 50 
tickets up for grabs (= available for people who 
ask quickly). 2 to be for sb to buy: I see your house 
ts up for sale. o A Picasso is up for auction. 3 
(informa?) to be ready to take part in an activity: 
The new job will be a challenge, but I'm up for it 

® v+adv+ prep ) 


be ‘up to sb 1 to be sb’s responsibility or duty: 


It’s up to you to make sure the house is kept tidy. 2 
7 be left to sb to decide: ‘Shall we go out?’ ‘It’s up 
O you.’ 


@ v+adv+ prep 
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especially sth bad: What have you been up to 
lately? o The kids are quiet — I’m sure they're up 
to no good (= they are doing sth bad). 2 to be as 
good as people expect: Was your meal up to stand- 
ard? 

®© v+ adv + prep 

what's up? (spoken, informal 4 used to ask 
sbif there is something wrong: You look terrible! 
What's up? o [couldn't understand what was up 
with George. 2 used as a greeting to mean ‘how 
are you’, ‘what have you been doing?’, etc. 


be u'pon $b (formal) to be going to happen very 


soon: The election is almost upon Us. 
© v+prep 


Prerree rt Pierre lees 


be ‘up to sth (informal) 4 to be busy doing sth, beat /bi:t/ (peat. beaten /‘bi:tn/) 


beat sb ‘back to make sb move backwards away 
from sth: She was beaten back by the flames. © 
They tried to beat the enemy forces back. 
Beat sb back is usually used in the passive. 
@ v+nipron+ adv è v+adv+n 

beat ‘down (on/upon sb/sth) 1 if the sun beats 
down, it shines with great heat: The sun beat 
down all afternoon from a clear sky. 2 if rain 
beats down, it falls with great force: The rain 
was beating down on them. 
@® v+adv 

beat sb/sth ‘down to persuade sb to reduce the 
price of sth; to get sb to accept a lower price for 
sth: Chris tried to beat them down to a lower price. 
knock sb/sth down 


bear bestr); AmE beri (bore /bo:(r)/borne 
fban; AmE bo:rn/) 


bear ‘down on sb/sth (aiso bear down upon 


® v+nipron + adv + v+adv+n (less frequent) 


beat sth ‘down 1 to hit sth hard, often many 


times, until it falls down: The police had to beat 


sb/sth more formal 1 (especially BTE) to move 
towards sb/sth in a determined or threatening 
way: A crowd of journalists bore down on the 
minister ọ A hurricane is bearing down on 
central America. 2 (especially AmE) if a prob- 
lem or a difficult situation bears down on you, 
it makes you feel very worried and has a severe 
effect on you: The drought is bearing down very 
hard on farmers. 3 (especially AME) to press 
or push on shisth: (figurative) The government 
has announced it will bear down on (= deal 
strictly with) inflation. 

 v+ adv + prep 


‘bear on/upon sb/sth (formal) to be connected 


with sb/sth: to have an effect on sb/sth: This deci- 
sion bears directly on our everyday lives. 

Yi affect sb/sth 

maa This verb is mainly used in written Eng- 
lish. 

© v+ prep 


bear sb/sth ‘out (especially BrE) to show that 


sth is true or that what sb says is true; to suppert 
sb/sth: Jalways said she'd do well. John will bear 
me out on this. o John will bear out what I say. © 
This theory is not borne out by the facts. 
 v+n/pron+adv + v+advtn 


bear ‘up (under sth) to remain cheerful and in 


control in a difficult situation: ‘Hew is your 
mother?’ ‘She's bearing up very well.” o ‘How are 
you?’ ‘Oh, bearing up.’ 

® v+adv 


‘bear upon sb/sth = BEAR ON/UPON SB/STH 
‘bear with sb to be patient with sb: If you'll just 


bear with me for a moment, I'll try to find her. o 
She's under a lot of strain. Just bear with her. 
Bear with sb is usually used in the present 
tense or to ask sb to be patient. 

® v+ prep 


the door down. © People are hardly beating the 
door down to get her latest book (= they are not 
rushing to buy it). door 33¥® break sth 
down: batter sth down 2 to make sth flatter or 
lower by hitting it hard, usually with sth flat: J 
used a spade to beat down the mud until it was flat 
and hard. o Two women tried to beat down the 
flames on his back. flames 
@ v+nipron+ adv + vt+adven 
beat sb/sth ‘off 1 to drive sb/sth back or away 
by fighting: They beat off an attack by the rebel 
army. © He tried to beat the thugs off with a 
stick. attack, attacker 2 to defeat sb/sth in 
a competition: The company has beaten off very 
strong competition from abroad. challenge, 
competition 
@ v+adv+n + v+nipron+ adv 
‘beat on sb (AmE, informal) to hit or kick sb 
repeatedly 
-> see also BEAT SB UP; BEAT UP ON SB 
$ v+ prep 
beat sth 'out 1 to produce a rhythm by hitting 
sth such as a drum repeatedly rhythm 2 to 
put out a fire by hitting it with sth such as a blan- 
ket, a jacket, a brush, etc: He used his jacket to 
beat out the flames. flames, fire 3 to make a 
piece of metal flat by hitting it with a hammer, 
ete: Pure gold can be beaten out to form very thin 
sheets. gold/iron, dent 
© viadvin + v+pron+adv + vtnt+adv (less 
frequent) 
beat sb ‘out (for sth) (AmE) to defeat sb ina com- 
petition: They beat out nine other companies for 
the contract. 
@ v+nipron+ adv + v+adv+n 
‘peat sb to sth: beat sb ‘to it to achieve sth or 
reach a place before sb else: Beckham beat every- 
one else to the ball. o Book now before somebody 
else beats you to it! 
®© v+nipron + prep 
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beat sb ‘up to hit or kick sb repeatedly: Her hus- 
band used to beat her up. o The gang went round 
beating up old ladies. 
28YH) bash sb up (informal, less frequent) 
-> see also BEAT UP ON SB 
®© v+nipron+ adv + v+adv+n 
» beat-up (especially AmE) (BrE usually 
beaten-'up) adj [usually before noun] (infor- 
mal) old or damaged: He drives a beat-up old van. 
beat yourself ‘up (informal) to blame yourself 
for sth; to criticize yourself: Jf we don’t succeed 
the first time, we shouldn't beat ourselves up, but 
try again. 
@ v+ pron + adv 
beat ‘up on sb (AmE, informal to attack sb 
physically or with words: Of course it’s not OR to 
beat up on your wife. o He was accused of beating 
up on the President in the press. 
-> See alsO BEAT ON SB 
@ v+adv+prep 


beaver /bi-va(r)/ 


beaver a'way (at sth) (BrE, informal to work 
very hard at sth: She's been beavering away at 
her homework for hours. 
@ vtadv 


become [brkam; (became /br'kemn/ 
become) 


be'come of sb/sth formal to happen to sb/sth: 
I wonder what became of the people who lived 
next door o What wiil become of us if I lose my 
job? 
Become of sb/sth is always used in a ques- 
tion with what. 
© v+prep 


bed /bed/ (-da-) 


bed ‘down (BrE) 1 to lie down to go to sleep 
somewhere you do not normally sleep: Young 
people bedded down in doorways. 3 doss 
down (BrE, less formal) 2 (also bed 'in) if sth/sb 
new beds down, it/they become settled and start 
to work well: It'll take a while for the new system 
to bed down. o The new players have bedded 
down weil in the team. 
@ v+adv 


beef bif; 


beef ‘up sth; beef ittthem ‘up (informal to 
make sth bigger, stronger, more interesting, etc: 
Security has been beefed up. o The company has 
been trying to beef up its image. 

[EE A noun must always follow up, but a pro- 
noun comes between the verb and up. 

@ vt+adv+n « v+pron+adv 

> 'beefed-up adj [only before noun] improved; 
made bigger, stronger, more interesting, etc: 
beefed-up security 


beg /beg/ (-g¢-) 


beg ‘off; beg ‘off sth; beg ‘off doing sth to 
ask to be excused from sth; to say that you cannot 
do sth that you are expected or have promised to 
do: She was asked to work the weekend shift but 
she tried to beg off o He begged off visiting his 
grandparents. 
87H) pull out, pull out of sth, pull out of doing 
sth 
=> see also CRY OFF, CRY OFF STH, CRY OFF DOING STH 
@® v+adv « v+prep 


believe /brliv/ 


bo'lieve in sb/sth 1 to feel sure that sb/sth 
exists: Do you believe in ghosts? oI believe in 
God. o I don’t believe in aliens. > see aiso DISBE- 
LIEVE IN SB/STH 2 to have confidence in sb/sth, to 
feel sure that they/it will be successful or achieve 
sth: My parents always believed in me. o I have to 
believe in a product before I can sell it. 
© v+prep 

be'lieve in sth; be'lieve In doing sth to feel 
that sth is right or valuable; to approve of sth: Do 
you believe in capital punishment? o She doesn’t 
believe in running risks. o I’ve always believed in 
giving people a second chance. 
© v+prep 

be'lieve sth of sb to accept that sb is capable of 
a particular action, etc., especially a bad or 
immoral one: Taking drugs! I can’t believe that 
of Lucy! o If I hadn't seen him doing it, I would 
never have believed it of him. o She is deter- 
mined to believe the worst of me (= think I am 
capable of doing, and likely to do, sth very bad). 
@ v+n/pron+ prep 


belong (briny; AmE-'1on/ 


be'long to sb (not used in the progressive tenses) 
1 to be the property of sb; to be owned by sb: The 
house belonged to my cousin. o That land belongs 
to the golf club. © Who does the van belong to? 2 if 
a time or an event belongs to a team, a group of 
people, etc. they are the most successful, popular 
or important: Britain did well in the athletics 
competition, but the day belonged to Norway, o 
The second half of the twentieth century belonged 
to the young. 3 if a job, a duty, etc. belongs to 
you, it is your responsibility: The job of discip- 
lining a child belongs to the parents. o The credit 
for our success belongs to the staff (= they made 
us successful, for example by working hard). 
È v+prep 

be'long to sth 1 to be a member of sth, for 
example, a club, an organization or a family: J 
don’t belong to any political party. o Portugal 
already belongs to the European Union. 
(trade) union, club, (political) party 2 to be part 
of a particular group or system: Rattlesnakes 
belong to the viper family. o These three turtles all 


belong to one species. BEJ species, class, group, 
category 3 to be part of sth or connected witha 
particular time or place: These things belong to 
the past. o Writers like him belong to a different 
generation. the past, generation 

@ v+prep 


belt ber 
belt sth ‘down (AmE, informal) to drink sth 


quickly: He belted down his beer. 
35¥) knock sth back 
@ v+adv+n » v+nipron + adv 


belt ‘out sth; belt ittthem ‘out (informal) if 


you belt out a song or a piece of music, you sing 
or play it very loudly: Nobody can belt out a tune 
like she can. o A radio belied out pop music. 

fea A noun must always follow out, but a pro- 
noun comes between the verb and out. 

@ v+adv+n + v+pront+ adv 


belt ‘up (BrE, informal) 1 (spoken) used to tell sb 


not very politely to be quiet: Belt up, will you? 
}s¥ shut up (informal 2 to fasten the belt that 
you wear in a car to keep you in your seat if there 
is an accident (a seat belt) 35¥ buckle up 

@ v+ adv 


bend /bend/ (bent, bent /bent/) 
bend ‘down to lean down: He bent down and 


kissed her on the cheek. 
@ vt+adv 


bend ‘over, bend ‘over sth to lean over; to 


bend from the waist: Bend over and touch your 
toes. o He was bending over his desk, writing. 

@ v+adv + v+prep 

(Ei bend over ‘backwards (to do sth) to do 
everything you can or make a great effort to do 
sth, especially to help sb: We bend over back- 
wards to be fair to all the children. 


bet [betj (betting, bet, bet or less frequent bat- 


ting, betted, betted) 


‘bet on sth; ‘bet on sb doing sth to rely on sth 


or on sb doing sth and expect it to happen: “Do 
you think she'll come?’ ‘'T wouldn't bet on it (= I 
don’t think it is very likely).’o Don't bet on me 
Still being here when you get back! 

count on sb/sth, count on doing sth, count 
on sb/sth doing sth 

®© v+prep 


bill ou/ 
‘pill sb/sth as sth to describe sb/sth in a particu- 


lar way; to advertise sb/sth as sth: Some patients 
are receiving what has been billed as a revolution- 
ary treatment. o The concert was billed as A 
Night of Magic’. 

& v+n/pron+ prep 


bite off 
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bind /bamd/ (bound, bound /baund/) 


bind sb ‘over (law) to warn sb that they will 
have to appear in court if they break the law 
again: He was bound over to keep the peace. 
Bind sb over is usually used in the passive. 
© v+nipron+ adv + vtadvt+n 

‘bind sb to sth (formad) to force sb to do sth by 
making them promise to do it or making it part 
of a legal document: The company directors are 
bound to secrecy (= they have promised not to 
say anything) about the future of the company. © 
The band found they were bound to the contract. 
[Gis Bind sb to sth is usually used in the pas- 
sive. 
© v + n/pron + prep 

bind sth ‘up (with sth) to tie a long thin piece of 
fabric around sth to protect it: She bound up his 
wounds with bandages. 
@ v+adv+n + v+n/pron+ adv 
be bound ‘up in sth to be very busy with sth; 
to be very interested or involved in sth: He's too 
bound up in his work to have much time for his 
children. bound ‘up with sth closely connected 
with sth: The Aistory of the company ts closely 
bound up with the history of the Grant family. 


bite /bart/ (bit /bit/, bitten /‘brtn/) 


‘bite at sth to try to bite sth: The dog bit at the 
boy's hand. 
© v+prep 

bite ‘back (at sb/sth) to react when sb has 
harmed you and try to harm or criticize them: If 
you criticize him, he'll bite back. 
hit back (at sb/sth) 
@ vtadv 

bite sth ‘back to stop yourself from saying sth 
or from showing how you feel: She struggled io 
bite back the tears of disappointment. © Mike bit 
back his anger. © The word ‘idiot’ came into her 
head, but she bit it back. 
words, anger, retort suppress sth 
Bite sth back is not used in the passive. 
@ vtadvt+n +è v+pron+adv + v+n+adv (rare) 

bite ‘into sth 1 to cut or press into the surface of 
sth: The collar bit inte his neck. cut into sth 
2 to have an unpleasant effect on sth, especially 
by making it smaller: The recession is biting into 
our profits. 
© v+prep 

bite sth ‘off to cut sth off by biting it: She bit off 
a piece of chocolate. o His finger had been bitten 
off by a dog. 
@ v+adv+n + v+n/pron+ adv 
bite/enap sb’s ‘head off (informal to shout 
at sb or speak to them angrily, often for no good 
reason: I only asked him when the work would be 
finished and he almost bit my head off bite off 
more than you can ‘chew (informal) to try to do 
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too much or sth that is too difficult for you: This 


time he's bitten off more than he can chew. t, ete. 


could have bitten my/his/her ‘tongue off/out 


used to say that you wish you hadn’t said sth that 
you have just said: Sam looked hurt and Maria 
could have bitten her tongue off 


black jblex/ 


black ‘out to lose consciousness or lose your 
memory for a short time: The pain hit him and he 
blacked out. 
® v+ adv 
> ‘blackout z a temporary loss of consciousness 
or of memory: When did you start hauing these 
blackouts? 
-> See also BLACKOUT at BLACK STH OUT 


black sth ‘out to turn out lights completely or 
cover windows, etc. so that light cannot be seen 
from outside: blacked out windows{houses o The 
city was often blacked out (= there were no lights 
because there was no electricity) by power cuts. 
62) window, city 
Black sth out is often used in the passive. 
@ vtadven« v+prontady è vtn+ady (rare) 
> ‘blackout 1 (especially BrE) (in the past) a 
period of time during a war when the streets and 
buildings were kept as dark as possible so that 
the enemy could not see what to bomb 2 [usually 
pl] (BrE) a covering for windows that stops light 
from outside coming in, or that stops bright light 
being seen from outside: blackout material 3 
(also ‘outage AmE) a period of time when the 
electricity supply to a place stops completely 
This is now the most common meaning of 
blackout. 4 a situation when the government or 
the police prevent a radio or television pro- 
gramme from being broadcast, or do not allow 
some news or information to be given to the pub- 
lic: The government have been accused of main- 
taining a news blackout over election fraud. 
-> see also BLACKOUT at BLACK OUT 


blank /biænk/ 


blank ‘out (AmE, informal) if you or your mind 
blanks out, you can't remember anything or 
you become confused: J hope I don’t blank out in 
the exam. 
Blank has the same meaning. 
@ v+ adv 

blank sth ‘out 4 to deliberately forget sth 
unpleasant: Your childhood may have been diffi- 
cult but you can’t just blank it out. 2 to cover sth 
written or printed, for example, with black ink 
so that it cannot be read: All the names in the 
report had been blanked out. 
@ vtadvin è v+prontadv + v+n+adv (rare) 
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blare /blexr): AmE bler; 


blare ‘out; blare sth ‘out if music blares out, 
or a radio, etc. blares out music, it is produced 
or played very loudly: Music was blaring out 
from somewhere. ò The radio was blaring out 
rock music. 
HP blast out, biast sth out (/ess frequent) 
® vtadv « v+adv+n « v+nipron+adv 


blast /blo:st: AmE blest/ 


blast a'way (at sb/sth) if a gun or sb using a gun 
blasts away, the gun fires loudly and continu- 
ously: The machine guns blasted away all night. 
@ vtadv 

blast sb/sth a'way (less frequent) to kill sb or 
remove sth or break it apart violently, for 
example with a gun, explosives, ete: They have 
blasted away the side of this beautiful valley to 
make a road. o (figurative) This theory has heen 
blasted away by the new evidence. 
blow sb/sth away 
@ vt+advt+n « v+n/pron + adv (rare) 


blast ‘off when a spacecraft blasts off, it leaves 
the ground and goes up into space: The rocket 
blasted off at 7.28 p.m. 
lift off 
@ v+adv 
> 'blast-off n [U] the moment when a spacecraft 
leaves the ground: Blast-off will be in 30 seconds. 
blast ‘out: blast sth ‘out if music blasts out 
or a radio, etc. blasts out music, it is produced or 
played very loudly: A Beatles song was blasting 
out at fuil volume. o The radio was blasting out 
heavy rock music. 
BY blare out, blare sth out 
® vtadv è v+advtn ə v+n/prontady 


blaze /bleiz; 


blaze a'way 4 (at sb/sth) if guns or people blaze 
away, the guns fire continuously: The guns kept 
blazing away at the enemy. 2 if a fire blazes 
away, it burns brightly 
Blaze is used with the same meanings. 
@ v+adv 

blaze ‘up if a fire blazes up, it suddenly starts 
burning more strongly: (figurative) His anger 
blazed up uncontrollably, 
& vtadv 


blend /biend; 


blend ‘in 1 (with sth) if something blends in 
with sth else or with its surroundings, it looks 
similar to it/them or matches well: The curtains 
blend in perfectly with the carpet. © The new office 
block doesn't blend in well with its traditional sur- 
roundings. 2 (with sb) if sb blends in with other 


people, they become similar to the people around 
them: He should try to blend in with the locais a 
bit more. 
> see also BLEND INTO STH; MERGE IN (WITH STH), 
MERGE INTO STH 
@ s+ adv 

blend sth ‘in 1 (in cooking) to add another sub- 
stance to sth and mix them together: Heat the 
butter gently and then blend in a little flour. 33) 
mix sth in 2 to make a substance mix with 
another so that you cannot see where one ends 
and the other starts: Blend the eyeshadow in with 
your fingers. o He blended in the charcoal lines to 
make the picture look softer. 
® vi adv+n + v+prontadv + v+n+ady (less 

frequent) 

blend ‘into sth to look or sound so similar to sth 
that it is difficult tor anyone to see or hear it sep- 
arately: The animals can become almost invisible 
by blending into the long grass. o The new devel- 
opment should blend into its surroundings. 
background, surroundings 
-> see also BLEND IN; MERGE IN (WITH STH), MERGE 
INTO STH 
© v+prep 


blimp /bimp/ 


blimp ‘out/up (4m, informal) to become fat; to 
gain weight 
@ vtadv 


blink buyk; 

blink sth a'way to clear sth from the eyes by 
blinking (= closing and opening your eyes 
quickly): He blinked away a tear 
tears 
@ vtadvin + v+nipran+ adv 

blink sth ‘back to try to control your tears: [found 
myself blinking back tears during his speech. 
only tear(s) 
@ vtadvtn + v+npron+ adv 


block /bink; AmE black; 


block sb/sth ‘in to stop a vehicle from being 
driven away by parking too close to it: You're 
blocking that Mini in. o Somebody had parked in 
front of me, blocking me in. o I was blocked in by 
two lorries so I had to leave the car and walk. 
qv +n/pron+ adv + v+adv +n (less frequent) 
block sth ‘off 1 to close a road or another place 
by placing a barrier across it to stop sb/sth going 
in or coming out: The police blocked the street off 
© The pipe had been blocked off to prevent further 
leaks. street, road, area, ontrance 
close sth off (to sth/sb) 2 (especially Am) to 
reserve a period of time for a particular activity: 
Thursday afternoons are blocked off for sports. 
@ v+népron+ adv + vt+advtn 


blow away 


block sth ‘out to stop light or noise from coming 
in; to cover or hide sth: The trees blocked out 
much of the sunlight. o figurative) I'm so used to 
the traffic noise now I just block it out (= I don’t 
hear it). 
light, sun, sound 
@ vt+advt+n « v+pron+ady + v+n + adv (less 

Frequent) 

block sb/sth ‘out; block sb/sth ‘out of sth 
to avoid remembering sb/sth or thinking about 
sb/sth, especially sth unpleasant: He tried to 
block the incident out of his mind. 
blot sb/sth out, biot sb/sth out of sth; 
shut sth out, shut sth out of sth; suppress sth 
@ vtnipront+adv «v+advin + 

v+nipron + adv + prep 

block sth ‘up to fill sth suchas a hole completely 
so that nothing can get through it: All the win- 
dows had been blocked up. 
window, door, hole, fireplace 
© v+nipron+ adv + v+advtn 
» blocked ‘up adj completely full; not clear: I’ve 
got a blocked-up nose. 


blot /bivt; Amk blat/ (-tt-) 


biot sb/sth ‘out: blot sb/sth ‘out of sth to 
avoid remembering sb/sth or thinking about 
sb/sth, especially sth unpleasant: He wanted to 
blot out the memory. 
memories, thoughts block sb/sth out, 
biock sb/sth out of sth; shut sth out, shut sth 
out of sth 
@ v+nipront+adv e v+advin + 

v+nipron + adv + prep 

‘blot sth ‘out to stop light or noise coming in; to 
cover or hide sth: Dark clouds were blotting out 
the sun. 
light, sun, stars, sound biock sth out 
$ viadv+n « v+n/pron+ adv 


blow /blav; AmE blou/ (blew {blu:/blown 
fblaun; AmE bloun/) 


~ away ~out 

18 ~ down ~ over 
~in, into ~ up 
~ off 


blow a'way; blow sth a'way to be moved or 
carried away by the force of the wind or by sb's 
breath; to move in this way: H was so windy the tent 
nearly biew away! o A sudden breeze blew his news- 
paper away. © She blew away the dust on the lid. 
@ v+adv + v+nipron+ adv « v+adv+n 

blow sb a'way 1 (informa) to impress sb a lot; 
tosurprise or please sb: I saw her performance on 
Broadway lasi year and it just blew me away. 


blow away 


2 (AmE, informal, sport) to defeat sb easily: 
Mitchell blew away the other runners. 
@ v+n/pron+ adv « v+adven 


blow sb/sth a'way to kill sb or remove or des- 
troy sth with explosives or with a gun: He threat- 
ened to blow us away. o They blew his kneecaps 
away (= by shooting them). 
}8YN) blast sb/sth away 
© v+n/oron+adv e vtadvtn 

blow ‘down; blow sth ‘down if sth blows 
down, or the wind blows it down, it falls to the 
ground because of the force of the wind: An old 
oak tree had blown down in the storm. o Hun- 
dreds of trees have been blown down this winter. 
© vtadv + v+n/prontadv « v+tadven 

blow ‘in; blow ‘into sth (informal) to arrive 
somewhere where you are not expected: Look 
who's just blown in! o Have you heard who's just 
blown into town? 
@ v+adyv + v+prep 

blow ‘off; blow sth ‘off; blow sth ‘off sth 
1 if sth blows off, or the wind blows it off, it is 
removed by the force of the wind: My hat blew off 
> A gustaf wind blew her cap off o The roof was 
blown aff the Greens’ house. 2 if sth blows off in 
an explosion, or an explosion blows sth off it is 
violently removed: The door blew off in the explo- 
sion. © The explosion blew the roof off (the house). 
@vtadv + v+nipron+adv e v+adv+n è 

Vv +n/pron + prep 

EH blow/knock sb’s ‘socks off to impress or 
surprise sb very much: When J first heard the 
song, it blew my socks off 

iblow ‘off sth; blow it ‘off (AmE, informad to 
decide not to do sth you should do or were plan- 
ning to do: Jessica blew off her classes on Friday 
afternoon to go shopping. 
A noun must follow off, but a pronoun 
comes between the verb and off. 
@ vtadv+n + v+pron+adv 

blow sb ‘off (AmE, informaD to disappoint sb by 
not mecting them as arranged; to end a relation- 
ship with sb: We were supposed to go out yester- 
day, but he blew me off 
stand sb up 
@ v+nipron+adv e v+adv+n 


blow ‘out 14 if a tyre blows out, it bursts sud- 
denly: One of the front tyres blew out. burst 
2 if an oil or gas well blows out, it suddenly 
sends out gas with great force 
@® v+adv 
> ‘blowout y 1 an occasion when a tyre bursts on 
a vehicle while it is being driven 2 an occasion 
when oll or gas suddenly escapes from an oil well 
3 (BrE, informal a large meal at which people 
eat too much 4 (AmE, informa a large party or 
social occasion 
-> see also BLOWOUT at BLOW SB OUT 


18 


iblow ‘out: blow sth ‘out 1 if a flame blows 
out or sb/sth blows it out, it is put out by the 
wind or some air: There was a sudden gust of 
wind and the candle blew out. o She took a deep 
breath and blew out all the candles. 2\f a window 
blows out, or an explosion, etc. blows it out, the 
force makes it fall out: Adi the windows blew out 
in the blast. ¢ The explosion blew out the win- 
dows in the building. 
@ vtadv + vtadv+n +» v+nipron+ adv 

blow sb ‘out (4mE, informai, sport) to defeat sb 
easily: The home team blew out the Suns by 30 
points. 
© v+nipron+adv « v+adven 
+ ‘blowout n (AME, informal, sport) an easy 
victory 
> see also BLOWOUT at BLOW OUT 


blow sth ‘out 1 to breathe sth out from your 
mouth: Se inhaled and then blew the smoke out. 
exhale sth 2 to fill sth, especially your 
cheeks, with air: Ske blew out her cheeks in exas- 
peration. cheeks 
@ v+n/pron+adv + v+adv+n 
T blow your/sb's ‘brains out (informal) to kill 
yourselfisb by shooting yourselfithem in the 
head 

blow itself ‘out if a storm blows itself out, it 
loses its force and stops: By morning the storm 
had blown itself out, 
@ v+ pron + adv 

blow ‘over 1 if a storm blows over, it becomes 
less strong and stops: We sheltered in a barn until 
the storm blew over JED) die down: subside 2 if 
sth such as an argument blews over, it becomes 
less important and is forgotten: Don't come back 
to work until the argument has blown over. ERD 


subside 
@® v+adv 


blow ‘over, blow sb/sth ‘over if sb/sth blows 


over or the wind blows sb/sth over, they fall to 
fhe ground because of the force of the wind: One 
af the trees had blown over in the storm. o The 
fence had been blown over in a storm. 

Blow sb/sth over is often used in the pas- 
sive: Pedestrians were blown over in gale force 
winds today. 

@ vtadv + v+n/pron+ adv 


blow ‘up 1 to explode; to be destroyed by an 


explosion: The bomb blew up as experts tried to 
defuse it. o The car blew up when it hit the wall. 
YW) explode (more formal 2 to start suddenly 
and with force: A storm blew up just after the ship 
left port. o A row has blown up over the leaking of 
information to the press. die down 3 (at sb) 
(informal to become very angry: My mum blew 
up at my dad for keeping me up so late. o His atti- 
tude annoyed me and I biew up. 

@ v+adv 


ROAR mene a 


blow up in sb’s face if a plan, a deal ora situ- 
ation blows up in your face, it goes very badly 
wrong and causes you harm or embarrassment 
> ‘blow-up 7 1 (especially AME) an explosion 2 
(Am) an occasion when sb becomes very angry; 
an argument: The tensions between them ended in 
a big blow-up. 

-> see also BLOW-UP at BLOW STH UP 


blow sbysth ‘up to kill sb or destroy sth with a 


bomb or an explosion: The hijackers threatened 
to blow the plane up. o A judge in Italy was blown 
up by a car bomb last week. 

Blow sb/sth up is often used in the passive. 
@& v+nipron+ady + v+adv+n 


blow sth ‘up 1 to fill sth with air or gas: You need 


to blow up the tyres on your bike. balloon, 
tyre inflate sth (more formal) let sth 
down 2 to make sth larger: What a lovely photo! 
Why don’t you have it blown up? ©) photo 
enlarge sth (more formal) 3 to make sth seem 
more important, better or worse than it really is: 
The whole affair has been blown up out of ail 
proportion. SY) exaggerate sth (more formal) 
Œ$ v+nipron+adv + vtadvtn 

> ‘blow-up 7: a larger picture made from a photo 
or picture: The blow-up showed a scar on the 
attacker's cheek. 

-> see also BLOW-UP al BLOW UP 

> 'biow-up adj [only before noun) that you can 
fill with air or gas 

> see also BLOW-UP at BLOW UP 


bluff jis 


bluff sb ‘out (old-fashioned, informal, especially 


AmE) to lie and pretend in order to deceive sb 
© v+nipront+ adv « vtadvtn 


bluff it ‘out (especially BrE) to lie and deceive sb 


in order to get out of a difficult situation, espe- 
cially when they suspect you are not being hon- 
est: If he asks any difficuit questions, you'll have 
to bluff it out. o I know everything so there's no 
point trying to bluff it out. 

$ v+it+adv 


bluff sb ‘out of sth (old-fashioned, AME) ta 


deceive sb in order to get sth from them 
EYA, cheat sb of sth, cheat sb out of sth 
© v+n/pron + adv + prep 


blunder /blanda(r)/ 


blunder a’round; blunder a'round sth (also 


blunder a'bout/round, blunder a'bout'round 
sth especially BrE) to move about a place in an 
awkward or uncertain way, knocking into 
things: He blundered about in the dark, feeling 
for the light switch. o T blundered around the 
flat, trying to be quiet. 

@ v+adv » v+prep 


boil down 


blunder ‘into sth 1 to walk into sb/sth because 


you are awkward or unable to see: She blundered 
into a tree. 2 to accidentally find yourself ina dif- 
ficult or dangerous place or situation: She blun- 
dered into a dangerous area of the city after losing 
her way. o He had innocentiy biundered into a 
private dispute. 

© v+ prep 


blurt /ols:t; AmE bis:rt/ 


blurt sth ‘out to say sth suddenly and without 


thinking carefully: There's been an accident,’ she 
blurted out. o He found himself blurting out the 
whale story to her. 

® v+adv+speech + v+adv+n è v+n/pron+ adv 


board (bo:d; AmE bo:rd/ 


board sth ‘up to cover a window or a door with 


boards: All the windows had been boarded up. 
window, house, shop 

Board sth up is often used in the passive. 
@ v+n/pront+adv + vtadvtn 


bob jbob: AmE babi (-bb-) 


‘bob ‘up 1 to come to the surface quickly: She 
dived in and bobbed up a few seconds later in the 
middle of the pool. 2 to appear suddenly: She 
bobbed up from behind the fence. 3) pop up 
@ v+adv 


bog /bog; AmE ba:9/ (-g9-) 


bog ‘down (4772) to be unable to make progress: 
The bill bogged down after being passed by Con- 
gress. 
@ v+adv 

be/get bogged ‘down (in sth) 1 to be/get stuck 
in mud or wet ground; to become stuck in sth and 
unable to make progress: The car got bogged 
down in the mud. 2 to be unable to make progress 
in an activity: Don’t get bogged down in details. o 
I'm rather bogged down (with work) at the 
moment, 
@ be/get+v+ adv 


bog ‘off (rk, slang) used to tell sb rudely to go 


away: Bog off I’m trying to sleep! 
In) clear off (informal) 
© vtadv 


boll bən; 

boil a'way if a liquid bolls away, it boils until 
there is nothing left: The water in the saucepan 
had all boiled away, 
evaporate (more formal 
@ vtadv 

boil sth 'down 41 to make a liquid less in quan- 
tity by boiling it reduce sth (more formal) 


bounce 
boil down to 20 Sg E A EN a a A a ee 


boot /bu:t/ bottle bnti; Amz ‘ba:tl/ 
boot sb ‘out; boot sb ‘out of sth (normai, bottle ‘out; bottle ‘out of sth; bottle ‘out 


2 (to sth) tomake sth smaller by removing unim- ,bomb ‘out (informal, especially AmE) to fail very 
portant parts and leaving only the essential badly: The movie bombed out at the box office. 


things: Boil the report down to the key points. 
2E) condense sth (more formal) 

@ v+n/pron+ adv + v+adv+n 

boil ‘down to sth (not used in the progressive 
tenses) if a situation, an issue, etc. boils down to 
sth, it has that as its main part: Jt all boils down 
to money in the end. 

@ v+ adv + prep 

boil ‘over 1 if a liquid in a pan, etc. boils over, it 
boils and flows over the side of the pan: Don’t let 
the milk boil over. 2 (into sth) (informal if anger, 
an argument, etc. boils over, it changes and 
becomes very violent and difficult to control: 
The unrest could boil over into civil war. o She 
interrupted swiftly before his temper could boil 
over again. YSYH) explode 

@ vtadv 


EGS Bomb is also used with the same meaning. 
@ v+adv 

be/get bombed ‘out; be/get bombed ‘out 
of sth if a person is bombed out, their home is 
destroyed by bombs; if a building is bombed 
out, it is destroyed by bombs: They got bombed 
out. 
® be/get+v+adv + be/get+v+ adv + prep 


bone /baun; AmE boun/ 


bone ‘up on sth (informal) to study sth; to look 
again at sth you already know: J must bone up on 
my French before we go to Paris. 
@ v+adv+prep 


book jbuk/ 
ibook ‘in (at sth), book ‘into sth (Br£) to arrive 


especially BrE) to force sb to leave a place, job, 
school, club, etc: FH have to boot you out soon — I 
want to lock up. o The manager booted him out of 
the team. o He was booted out of the house by his 
father. 
3SY) kick sb out, kick sb out of sth (iformal), 
throw sb out, throw sb out of sth 
Boot sb out, boot sb out of sth are often 
used in the passive. 
@ v+nipron+ adv + v+adv+n + 

v +n/pron + adv + prep 


boot ‘up; boot sth ‘up (computing) if a com- 


puter boots up, or sb boots it up, it is turned on 
and becomes ready to use: My machine isn't boot- 
ing up properly. o When you boot up, a menu will 
appear on the screen. © Boot the computer up and 
enter your password, 

EEJ computer 


boil ‘up if anger, an argument, etc. boils up, it 
starts to become stronger or more violent 
@ vt adv 

boil sth ‘up (BrE) to heat a liquid or some food 
until it boils: JI boil the kettle up again and we'll 
have a cup of tea. 
Boil sth can be used with the same mean- 
@ vitn/pron+ adv + v+adv+n 


bollix /bolks; AmE'ba:l-/ 


ibollix sth ‘up (AmE, siang) to confuse or change 
sth; to spoil sth 
mess sth up (informal, screw sth up 
(slang) 
@ v+n/pron+adv + v+adven 


bolster /baulsta(r); AmE 'boul-/ 


bolster sb/sth ‘up to support or encourage sb; 
to make sth better or stronger: He tried to bolster 
up their morale. o The high interest rates helped 
to bolster up the economy. 
confidence, morale 
Bolster sb/sth is more frequent. 
@ v+nipron+adv + vtadvt+n 


bolt fault, AmE boult/ 


bolt sth ‘down (normal) to eat sth very 
quickly: I had to bolt down my breakfast. 
Ej food 
CRIA Bolt sth is also used with this meaning. 
® v+ni/pron+ adv « v+advt+n 


bomb bom; AmE ba:m/ 


bomb a'long (informal, especially BrE) to move 
very fast, usually in a vehicle 
®© v+adv 


at a hotel and arrange to have a room: They 
booked in (at the St Francis Hotel) using a false 
name. o She booked into a hotel in the centre af 
Boston. 

check in (at sth); check into sth 

SFP) check out, check out of sth 

@ vtadv «+ v+prap 


ibook sb/yourself ‘in (at sth), book sb/your- 


self ‘into sth (8r£) to reserve a roomata hotel, 
etc. for sb: I’ve booked us in at the Plaza. ò The 
hotel I was booked into was awful. o He's booked 
himself into a rehabilitation clinic. 

hotel 

© v+n/pron + adv è v+nipron+ prep 


book ‘up (for sth) (especially BrE) to reserve a 


place, for example on a trip or a course: J booked 
up for the course months in advance. 

Book (for sth) can be used with the same 
meaning. 

@ v t+ adv 


be booked ‘up 1 if a plane, restaurant, theatre, 


etc. is booked up, there are no seats, tables, etc. 
available: All the flights are booked up. Be 
fully booked is often used with the same mean- 
ing. 2 (informal) if a person is booked up, they 
have no time available: He can’t see vou tomor- 
row, he’s booked up. 

@ bet+vt+adv 


boom /bum/ 
boom ‘out if a sound or sb's voice booms out, it 


makes a loud, deep noise: His voice boomed out, 
announcing the winners. 
& v + ady 


boom ‘out sth to say sth in a loud deep voice: 


She boomed out instructions through a loud 
hatler. + A voice boomed out: ‘Nobody move!" 
@ vt+advtn +» v¥+adv+speech 


© vtadv e vtn/pron+adv + v+adv+n 


border /vo:da(r); AmE 'bard-/ 


‘porder on sth (also ‘border upon sth more for- 
mal) 1 to share a border with another country or 
region; to be next to a place: Many states border- 
ing on the EU are eager to join. o Their garden 
borders on the River Severn. 2 to come close to 
being sth: Her self-confidence borders on arro- 
gance. o Our task borders on the impossible. FED 
verge on sth 
© v+ prep 


bore /bo:(r)/ 


bore ‘into sb/sth (literary) if somebody’s eyes 
bore into sb/sth, they stare in a way that makes 
sb feel uncomfortable: His blue eyes seemed to 
bore into her. 
@ v+prep 


boss /bns; AmE bo:s/ 


boss sb a'round (also boss sb a'bout espe- 
cially BrE) (informal) to tell sb what to do in a 
forceful or unpleasant way: He’s always bossing 
his wife around. 
® v+nipron + adv 


botch bnti; AmE batts; 


botch sth ‘up (informal) to spoil sth by doing it 
badly; to do sth badly: Instead of fixing my com- 
puter he’s botched ii up completely. 
mess sth up 
Botch sth is used more frequently with the 
same meaning: botched attempts at DIY 
© v+nipron+ adv «+ vtadvtin 
> ‘botch-up (also botch) n (informal, especiaily 
BrE) a piece of work that is badly done 


of doing sth (BrE, informal to suddenly 
decide not to do sth because you are too fright- 
ened: I bottled out of phoning him at the last 
minute. 

chicken out, chicken out of sth, chicken 
out of doing sth 

@ vtadv + v+adv + prap 


bottle sth 'up to keep your feelings, especially 


sadness or anger, hidden and not tell other 
people how you are feeling: Tell someone how 
you're feeling, instead of bottling it all up. 
emotions, feelings 

@ v+n/pron + adv è v+tadv+n 


bottom /botem; AmE'ba:tam/ 
bottom ‘out if markets, prices or bad situations 


bottom out, they reach their lowest point and 
then stop getting worse: The recession has finally 
bottomed out. 

@ vt adv 


bounce /bauns/ 
bounce sth a'round (informal, especially AmE) 


to discuss sth with other people: We're bouncing 
some new ideas around. 

GEJ ideas 

© v+nipron+ adv + vtadven 


‘bounce ‘back (from sth) (AmE also snap ‘back 


(into sth)) (informal) to recover well after you 
have been ill/sick or had a difficult time: No mat- 
ter what happens, she always bounces back very 
quickly 

recover (from sth) (more formal) 

@ v+adv 


bounce ‘back; bounce sth ‘back if an e 


mail bounces back, or the system bounces it 
back, it returns to the person who sent it 
because the system cannot deliver it 

@ vtadv « v+adv+n è v+n/pron+ adv 


bounce sb ‘into sth; bounce sb ‘into 


doing sth (especially BrE) to make or force sb 
to do sth quickly without giving them time to 
think about it: [felt I'd been bounced into support- 
ing a proposal I didn’t really agree with. 

This phrasal verb is often used in the 
passive. 

& v+nipron + prep 


bounce sth ‘off sb (informal to tell sb else 


your ideas to find out what they think about 
them: We were able to share problems and bounce 
ideas aff each other: 

ideas 

® v + n/pron + prep 


bow 22 


bow bau; 


bow ‘down 1 (to/before sb/sth) to move your 
head or the top part of your body forwards or 
downwards as a sign of respect: He refused to 
bow down before the king. 2 (to sb/sth) to do what 
sb tells you to do without trying to resist: We 
refuse to just bow down and let the government 
do whatever if wants. 
@® v + adv 

bow ‘out; bow ‘out of sth to stop doing an 
activity or a job that you have been doing suc- 
cessfully often for a long time: After thirty years 
in politics, he feels it is time to bow out. o Smith 
will bow out of professional football at the end af 
the season. 
®© vtadv è vtadv+prep 

‘bow to sth to agree unwillingly to do sth or to 
accept sth that sb else wants you to: The govern- 
ment eventually bowed to public pressure. 
pressure, the inevitable 
tY give in (to sb/sth) 
© vt prep 


bowl (bea); AmE boul 


bow! sb ‘out (in cricket) to make the person who 
is hitting the ball (the batsman) have to leave the 
field by throwing a ball that they cannot hit and 
that hits the wicket (= the three sticks behind the 
batsman); to dismiss a whole team in this way 
@ v+nipron+ adv e vtadvt+n 

bow! sb ‘over to surprise or impress sb a lot; to 
affect sb deeply: We were bowled over by the news. 
© Philip bowled us ali over by deciding to go into 
advertising. 
Bow! sb over is often used in the passive. 
® v + nipron+adv + v+adven 


box jboks; AmE ba:ks/ 


box sb ‘in to prevent sb from doing what they 
want, especially by creating rules or other diffi- 
culties: The President was unable to act because 
the Democrats were boxing him in. o She was 
boxed in by rules and regulations. 
Box sb in is often used in the passive. 
© v+nipron + adv 

box sb/sth ‘in to prevent a person or a vehicle 
from moving by surrounding them/it with other 
people or vehicles: You can't park here you're 
boxing that car in! o He couldn't overtake the 
leader becatése he was boxed in by the other FUR- 
ners. 
Box sb/sth in is often used in the passive. 
@ vinipront+ adv « v+adv +n 

,box sth ‘up to put sth in a box or boxes: She 
boxed up all the old baby clothes to send to her 
niece. 
@ v+n/pront+ adv « vtadvtn 


branch fbra:nts; AmE breentJ/ 


branch ‘off 1 if a road or path branches off, it 
leaves a larger one and goes in a different direc- 
tion: She followed the path until it branched off © 
Over the bridge a road branches off to the right. 2 
if a person branches off, thev leave a road or 
path and travel in a different direction: Go past 
the farmand branch off towards the trees. 
@ v+ adv 

„branch ‘out (into sth) to begin to do a new job or 
an activity that you do not usually do: T'he com- 
pany is branching out into Europe. o She's leav- 
ing the company to branch out on her own. 
@ vtadv 


brazen /brewn: 


brazen ‘out sth: brazen it ‘out to behave in 
a confident way as if you are not ashamed or 
embarrassed about sth you have done, even 
though you should be: The senator brazened it 
out as the list of scandals grew. 
[id A noun must always follow out, but it 
comes between the verb and out. 
@ vtittady e v+advin 


break forerk/ (broke /brauk; AmE brouk: 
broken /'braukan: AmE 'broukan/) 


~ away 24 ~out 

23 ~ down ~ out infinto 
~in ~ through 
~ into ~ up 


~ off 25 ~ wath 


break a'way 1 (from sth) if an abject breaks 
away from sth that is holding it in place, it 
becomes separated from it: The beat had hroken 
away from its moorings. 2 (from sb) to escape 
suddenly from sb who is holding vou or Keeping 
you prisoner: The prisoner broke away from the 
guards. 3 (from sb/sth) to leave a group or an 
organization, such as a political party or a state, 
because of a disagreement, usually in order to 
form a new one: Several MPs broke away to form 
a new pariy o Two states broke away fram the 
federation. 4 (from sb/sth) to move away from a 
group of people or a crowd: She managed to 
break away from the pack (= in a race) and estab- 
lish a lead. o He broke away from the group and 
came over to talk to us. 5 (from sb/sth) to reject a 
tradition or the usual way of doing things and do 
sth new and different: The company t trying to 
break away from its traditional image. 
® vtady 
> 'breakaway adj [only before noun] a break- 
away group, political party or part of a country 
is one that leaves a larger group: a breakaway 
Jaction{movementirepublic 
» ‘breakaway n [sing.] an act of separating from 
a larger group/state, etc. 


break ‘down 1 if a vehicle. cte. breaks down, it 


stops working because of a fault: The washing 
machine has broken down again. ¢ We (7 our 
car) broke down twice on the way home. 2 if talks, 
a marriage, etc. break down, they fail: Negoti- 
ations between the two sides have broken down. © 
Their marriage broke down after three years. 3 to 
lose control of your feelings and start crying: As 
she drove away, I just broke down and wept. 4 if 
your health breaks down, it becomes very bad: 
Her health broke down as a result of the strain. § 
(into sth) to be divided into parts so that it is eas- 
ier to discuss, to analyse or to deal with: My 
weekly budget breaks down as follows: 51% for 
rent, 20% for food, 10% for travel, and 20% for 
everything else. o The job breaks down into seven 
parts. > see also BREAK STH DOWN 3 6 (inte sth) if 
a substance breaks down, it separates into dif 
ferent parts or changes into sth else in a chem- 
ical process: Some pesticides break down safely in 
water. > see also BREAK STH DOWN 4 

@ vtadv 

P ‘breakdown n 1 [Cl an occasion when a vehicle 
or a machine stops working: We had a break- 
downon the way home. © a breakdown truck £ [C] 
[U] a failure of talks, a marriage, law and order, 
ete: a breakdown in communication o They were 
both responsible for the breakdown of their mar- 
riage. 3 [C] a period of mental illness when sb 
becomes tired, depressed and unable to lead a 
normal life: He had a nervous breakdown last 
year 4[C, usually sing.) detailed information or 
figures that are the results of dividing sth into 
its parts to explain it more clearly: Get me a 
breakdown of how the money was spent. $ [U] the 
act of dividing a substance into its parts in a 
chemical process 

> broken-'down adj (usually before noun) 1 (of 
a vehicle or a machine) not working: a broken- 
down. car 2 in a poor condition: a broken-down 
wall 


break sth ‘down 1 to make sth fall down or 


open by hitting it hard: They had to get the police 
to break the door down. BBa) door 1Y knock 
sth down 2 to destroy or remove sth, especially a 
problem or an attitude or opinion that sb has: 
Our aim is to break down barriers that exist 
between teachers and parents. barriers 3 
(into sth) to separate sth into smaller parts in 
order to analyse it or deal with it more easily: 
I’ve broken down the costs by country. o The come 
pany was broken down into smaller units. o The 
question can be broken down into two parts. + see 
also BREAK DOWN 5 4 (into sth) to make a sub- 
stance separate into its parts or change in a 
chemical process: Enzymes in the mouth and 
stomach break the food down. > see also BREAK 
DOWN 6 

@ v+n/pront+adv e v+adv+n 


break off 
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b ‘breakdown nh = BREAKDOWN at HREAK DOWN 
> broken-'down ad} = BROKRS-DOWN at BREAK 
DOWN 


break ‘in 1 to enter a building illegally or by 


force: Somebody broke in last night and stole the 
PCand video. o The firefighters had to break in to 
rescue them. -> see also BREAK INTO STH 1 2 (on 
sth) to interrupt sb when they are speaking or 
doing sth: He apologized for breaking in on their 
conversation. © Mary broke in: ‘It's not her fault” 
@ 1Tv+adv 
2vtadyv « v+adv+ speech 

> ‘break-in n an entry into a building using 
force, usually illegally: There has been a series of 
break-ins in the area. 


break sb/sth ‘in to train a person so that they 


get used toa new job or situation; to train a horse 
so that you can ride it: We try to break newcomers 
in gently o The horses hadn't been broken tn. 

© v+n/pron + adv e vtadven 


break sth ‘tn 1 if you break in new shoes or 


boots, you wear them until they become comfort- 
able: If took me weeks to break in these meu: boots. 
boots, shoes }$75) wear sth In 2 (AmE) (in 
the past) to prepare the engine of a new car for 
normal use by driving it slowly and carefully 
car 38%) run sth in (BrE) 

@ v+advtn + v+n/pron+ ady 


break ‘into sth 1 to enter a building, open a car, 


etc. illegally and by force: A thief can break into a 
car in under ten seconds. > Three houses in our 
street have been broken into this week. G8] 
house, car fi Break into sth can be used in 
the passive in this meaning. > see also BREAK IN 1 
2 to suddenly begin to do sth such as laugh, 
cheer, run, etc: He broke into a run when he saw 
the police. o Her face broke into a huge smile. © 
The audience broke into applause. 
smile‘grin, run/trot, song, laughter 3 (BrE) to 
use a banknote (= a piece of paper money) of 
high value to buy sth costing less: didn’t want to 
break into a twenty-pound note. 4 to interrupt 
sb's thoughts: Her mother’s voice broke into her 
thoughts. thoughts disturb sth 5 to 
start to get involved in an activity that it is diff- 
cult to become involved in and to be successful at 
it: The company is having difficulty breaking into 
new markets. o She ts trying to break into jour- 
nalism. market 6 io open and use sth that 
you have been saving for an emergency or a spe- 
cial occasion: J had to break into my savings to 
bay for the trip. 

@ v+prep 


break ‘off, break sth ‘off 1 (also break sth 


‘off sth) to separate sth from sth else, using 
force; to become separated from sth in this wav: 
The leg of the table just broke aff o A corner of 


break off 24 


her tooth had broken off o He broke off a piece of 
chocolate and gave it to me. 2 to stop speaking or 
stop doing sth suddenly before you have fin- 
ished: He broke off abruptly in the middie of a 
sentence. o We had to break off our holiday and 
return home immediately. o They broke off their 
conversation as fapproached. 
®© 1vtadv e viadvin + v+niprontady « 
v+ n/pron + prep 
2Vtadv + vtadven « v+pront+adv » 
vt+n+tadv (rare) 
break sth ‘off to end sth such as a relationship: 
They've broken off their engagement. o Britain 
threatened to break off diplomatic relations. o 
They were having an affair but she broke it off. 
diplomatic relations, engagement, talks/ 
negotiations terminate sth (formal 
@ v+advin «v+prontadv « v +n + adv (rare) 
break ‘out 1 if sth unpleasant such as a fire, a 
war, etc. breaks out, it starts suddenly: They 
would have got married tn 1939 if war had not 
broken out. o A fire broke out on a ferry yesterday. 
war, fire, fighting, row, violence 2 (also 
break ‘out of sth) to escape from a place or from 
a Situation: Two terrorists have broken out of 
Blackwall Prison. o She longed to break out of 
the daily routine. 3 if sth breaks out on vour 
skin, your skin becomes covered in sth: (AmE) I 
keep breaking out (= I keep getting lots of spots). 
© Sweat broke out all over his body. 
$ v+adv 2 alsov+ adv + prep 
» ‘breakout n an escape from prison 
» ‘outbreak n the start of sth or the sudden 
appearance of sth unpleasant or violent: the out- 
break of war o an outbreak of food poisoning o 
outbreaks of rain 
break sth ‘out to get sth ready to be used, eaten, 
drunk, ete: That's wonderful news! Let’s break 
out the champagne! 
BEJ champagne 
@ v+advtn «v+pron+ady è v+n+ady (rare) 
break ‘out in/into sth to suddenly become 
covered in sth such as sweat: He broke out in a 
cold sweat at the thought of the trial. o My skin 
has broken out in an itchy rash. 
sweat, rash 
® v+adv+prep 
break ‘through (especially Am) to achieve 
your first important success in sth; to make an 
important or new discovery: Glenn Close broke 
through as a star with ‘Fatai Attraction’. o Scien- 
tists believe they have broken through in their 
fight against the disease. 
MH The phrase to make a breakthrough is 
used more often than to break through: Scien- 
tists have made a major breakthrough in their 
fight against AIDS. 
@ vtadv 
+ ‘breakthrough 7 an important discovery or 
development; sb's first important success in sth: 


an unportant breakthrough in the negotiations © 
Jo was only 19 when he got his breakthrough as 
a Dd. 

break ‘through, break ‘through sth 1 to 
make a way through a barrier using force: He 
ran towards the barrier in an attempt to break 
through. o Demonstrators tried to break through 
the police cordon. barrier 2 (of the sun or 
moon) to appear from behind sth: The sun finally 
broke through in the afternoon. © It stopped rain- 
ing and the sun broke through the clouds. 
-> see alsQ BREAK THROUGH STH 
@ vt+adv « v+prep 


break ‘through sth 1 to become greater in size 
or quantity than a particular level: Unertploy- 
ment figures have broken through the three mil- 
lion barrier 2 to succeed jn dealing with a 
problem such as an attitude that sb has and the 
difficulties that it makes: I tried hard to break 
through his silent mood. > Women are Starting to 
break through the barriers that keep them out 
uf top management. YEY) overcome sth (nore 
formal 
-> see also BREAK THROUGH, BREAK THROUGH STH 
@ v + prep 

break ‘up 1 (especially BrE) if a school or the 
children in it break up, school closes for the 
holidays at the end of a period of the school year 
(a term): We break up for Christmas next week. © 
Have the schools broken up yet? 2 (of a relation 
ship, a band, etc.) to come to an end; to stop work- 
ing together: Their marriage broke up after ten 
years. & There are rumours that the band are 
breaking up. marriage 3 (usually used in 
the progressive tenses) if the connection between 
two telephones, or two radios that are used for 
sending and receiving messages, is breaking 
up, the people speaking can no longer hear each 
other clearly: The signal was breaking up. o I’m 
sorry. what did you say? You're breaking up. 
@ vtadv 

break ‘up (with sb). break sb ‘up to end a rela- 
tionship with sb: Rob and I broke up last week. © 
she’s just broken up with her boyfriend. o I can't 
believe my best friend ts really trying to break us 
up! 
S378) split up (with/from sb), split sb up 
@ vitadv + v+n/pron+ady « vtadven 
> ‘break-up 7 [CHU] the ending of a marriage or 
a relationship: He moved away after the break-up 
of his marriage. o marriage break-up 
= see QISU BREAK-UP al BREAK UP, BREAK SB/STH 
UP 


break ‘up; break sb/sth ‘up 1 (into sth) if a 
group of people or a family breaks up. or sb 
breaks it up, the memhers separate and do not 
stay together: The conference broke up into dis- 
cussion groups. o She had never intended to 
break up his family. o The Soviet Union began to 
break up in 1991, split up (into sth), split 
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sb/sth up (into sth) 2 if a group of people meet- 
ing break up, or sb breaks them up, they go 
away in different directions: The meeting broke 
up after two hours. © Police broke up the demon- 
stration. © [don’t want to break up the party (= 1 
don’t want to make everyone else leave), but I 
have to go. 
@ vt+adv « v+pront+adv « v+n+ adv (less 
frequent) 

+ ‘break-up n [C] [U] the division of a company, a 
country, an organization or a group of people 
into smaller parts: the break-up of the Common- 
wealth o family break-up 
-> see also BREAK-UP at BREAK UP (WITH SB), 
BREAK SB UP 

break ‘up (inte sth), break sth ‘up (into sth) if 
sth breaks up, or sb/sth breaks it up, it 
hecomes separated into smaller pieces: The ship 
broke up on the racks. o Break the chocolate up 
into small pieces. © Sentences can be broken up 
into clauses. 
@ vtadv « v+nipront+ adv « vtadven 

break sth ‘up to make sth that is rather boring, 
such as a period of time or a pattern, more inter- 
esting by adding sth different to it: J break up my 
day by going for a walk in the afternoon, o Dras- 
ings were used to break up the page. 
day, monotony 
@ vtadvin + v+pront adv + v+n+ adv (less 

frequent 

‘break with sb/sth (forma) to end your connec- 
tion or relationship with sb/sth because you no 
longer agree with them: Nick broke with his 
father to set up his own firm. 
© v+prep 

‘break with sth (forma) to reject sth such as a 
tradition or the past and decide to do sth differ- 
ent: The prince broke with tradition by going te 
study abroad. o The new directors are eager to 
break with the past. 
tradition, the past 
© v+prep 


breathe jpri:3! 


breathe ‘In to take air into your lings through 
your nose or mouth: Breathe in through your 
nose as you stretch up. o He breathed in deeply 
and then spoke. 
3874) inhale (707e formal) breathe out 
@ v+adv 

breathe sth ‘in to take air, smoke, a smell, etc. in 
through your nose or mouth: We walked aiong 
the beach, breathing in the sea air 
air, smoke inhale sth Onore forma!) 
yore) breathe sth out 
@ vtadv+n + v+n/pron+ adv 


brighten up 


breathe sth ‘into sth to fill sth with life, energy 
or enthusiasm: Ske has breathed fresh life into 
fhe movie industry. 
life 
®© v+n/pron+ prep 

breathe ‘out to send air out of your lungs 
through your nose or mouth: Breathe out slowly 
through your mouth as you stand up. 
exhale (more formal OFF) breathe in 
© v+adv 

breathe sth ‘out to send air, smoke, etc. out 
through your nose or mouth: Breathe the air out 
slowly and steadily 
alr, smoke exhale sth (more formal) 
breathe sth in 
@vtadvtn « v+nfpron+ adv 


breeze /bri:z! 


breeze ‘in; breeze ‘into sth (informa) to 
arrive somewhere or enter a place in 4 casual, 
cheerful and confident way: She breezed in at 
eleven and pvreeted everyone with a smile. o He 
breezed into the office and announced he was legu- 
ing. 
@® vtadv + v+prep 

breeze ‘through sth (informal) to succeed in 
doing sth very easily: She breezed through the 
first exam. 
@® v+prep 

brew bru; 

brew ‘up; brew sth ‘up (BrE, informal) to pre- 
pare a hot drink of tea or coffee: Come into the 
kitchen while I brew up. o TH brew up a fresh pot 
of tea when they arrive. 
tea 
© vitadv e vtadvtn + v+pron+adv è v+n+ adv 

(rare) 

+ 'brew-up n (BrE, informal an act of making a 
drink of tea: the drink that you make 


brick fbrik; 

brick sth 'In/up to fill in or block an opening 
with bricks: The fireplace had been bricked in 
some years before. o Somebody had bricked up all 
the doors and windows. 
window, fireplace, door 
Brick sth in/up is often used in the 
passive. 
@ vtadv+n « v+n/pront adv 


brighten bram; 


brighten ‘up 1 if the weather brightens up, it 
becomes clearer and brighter: After a dull start, 
it should brighten up later 33%) clear up 2 if a 
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person brightens up. they becorne happier and 
more cheerful: He brightened up when they said 
he could go with them. cheer up 

@ vtadv 


brighten sth ‘up to make sth more interesting, 
exciting or attractive: I’ve brought some flowers 
to brighten the place up a bit. © Brighten up your 
bedroom with afew posters. 
CË place, room cheer sth up 
@ v+nipron+ adv + v+adv+n 


brim jbm; mm- 


brim ‘over (with sth) (usually used in the progres- 
sive tenses) if a cup or a container brims over 
with a liquid, it is so full that the liquid flows 
over the edge: He filled my glass so full it was 
brimming over! o Her eyes were brimming aver 
with tears. 
overflow (with sth) (more formal 
@ vtady 

brim ‘over with sth (not used in the progressive 
tenses) if sb brims over with sth, they show alot 
of a particular quality: She's brimming over with 
confidence and enthusiasm. 
confidence, excitement 
@ v+ adv + prep 


bring /brin/ (brought, brought /bra:t/) 


26 ~about ~on 
~ along 28 ~out 
~ around ~ out in 
~ around to ~ over 
~ back ~ round 
~ before ~ round to 
~ down ~to 

27 ~ down on/upon ~ together 
~ forth ~up 
~ forward ~ up against 
~in 29 ~upto 
~into ~ upon 
~ off 


bring sth a'bout to make sth happen: What has 
brought about this change? o His nervous break- 
down was brought about by stress. 
change, the end/collapse of sth 
cause sth 
® vt+adv+n + v+n/pron+ adv 

bring sb a'long (AmE) = BRING SB ON 

bring sb/sth a'long to bring sb/sth somewhere 
with you: Can / bring my sister along to the party? 
© She broughi some CDs along. 
@ v+nipron+ adv e v+adv+n 

bring sb a'round (AmE) -BRING 8B ROUND 

bring sb/sth a'round (especially AME) = BRING 
SB/STH ROUND 

bring sth around to sth (especially AME) - 
BRING STH ROUND TO STH 


bring sb ‘back (te sth) 1 to return sb to a place: 
to take sb home: T'U bring you back again after 


the party. o She tried to bring him back (= to 
make him return} fo the matter in hand. © Put- 
ting the driver of the car in prison won't bring my 
sister back (.- return her to life after she has been 
killed). 2 to put sb back in their old job or pos- 
ition: United have brought back their old man- 
ager: 

@ vtnipron + adv + v+adv+n 


bring sth ‘back 1 (to sth) to return sth to the 


place it came from: If the dress doesn't fit, bring it 
back to the shup and we'll change it for you. 2 to 
make you remember sth or think about it again: 
Tatking about his death brought it all back to 
me. o The photos brought back happy memories. 
mamories 3 to make sth that existed or was 
done before be used or done again: Are vou in 
favour of bringing back the death penalty? 
restore sth; reintroduce sth (both more formal) 
4 (for sb) to return with sth for sb: What shail I 
bring back for the children from Paris? In 
informal language bring sb back sth and, less 
often, bring sb sth back are also used in this 
meaning: J brought the kids back some books. o 
Can you bring me something back? 

© viadv+n è v+nipron+ adv 


‘bring sb/sth before sb/sth (/aw) to present sb 


for judgement; to present sth to sb/sth for discus- 
sion or a decision: Children should not be 
brought before a court. o The case was brought 
hefore the judge. 

case YR; haul sb before sb/sth, haul sb 
up before sb/sth (informa?) 

MH Bring sb/sth before sb/sth is usually used 
in the passive. 

®© v +n/pron+ prep 


bring sb ‘down (informal to depress sb: to 


make sh unhappy: Spending New Year alone 
brought me right down. 

get sb down: depress sb (more formal 

® v + n/pron + adv 


bring sb/sth ‘down 1 to take sb/sth from a 


higher to a lower level: They brought all the 
boxes down from the attic. 2 to make sb/sth fall to 
the ground: He was brought down in the penalty 
area. © Their plane was brought down by a vio- 
lent storm. o When she fell, she brought him down 
with her > He brought down the bird with a single 
shot. 3 to make a government, a leader, etc. lose 
power or be defeated: The scandal brought the 
government down, {08J] government 

© v+n/pron+ adv + v+advin 


bring sth ‘down 1 tu make sth smaller in size or 


amount: We are determined to bring down infla- 
tion. $ The price war is bringing the cost of 
flights down. inflation, prices TY) lower 
sth (more formal 2 to make an aircraft come 


down to the ground (land): The pilot brought the 
plane down safely. plane 357) land sth 

@ vinipron+adv èe vtadvin 

bring the 'house down to make an audience 
laugh or clap in an enthusiastic way: Her per- 
formance brought the house down. 


bring sth ‘down on/upon sb (forma) to make 


sth unpleasant happen to sb as a result of your 
actions: He had brought nothing but trouble 
down on the family. 

© v+nipron + adv + prep + v+adv+n+prep 

fi bring down the ‘curtain on sth: bring the 
‘curtain down on sth to finish or mark the end of 
sth: Her decision to retire brought down the cur- 
tain on a glittering 30-year career 


bring sb ‘forth (old-fashioned, formal, rare) to 


give birth to sb: She brought forth a son. 

child 

© vtadv+n «vtprontadyv « vtntadv (less 
frequent) 


bring sth ‘forth ormai 1 to produce sth; to 


make sth happen: Her remarks brought forth a 

harsh response. 2 (old-fashioned) to take sth out 

of acontainer 

@ vtadvtn + v+pron+ adv è v+n +adv (Jess 
frequent) 


bring sth ‘forward 4 to move sth to an earlier 


date or time: We'll have to bring the date of the 
final same forward. meeting, date 78> put 
sth forward put sth back 2 to suggest a 
subject, an idea, etc. for discussion: She brought 
forward proposals for a new school building. 
proposal put sth forward 3 (finance) to 
move a total from the bottom of one page or col- 
umn of numbers to the top of the next page DEJ 
balance carry sth forward Bring 
sth forward is often used in the passive in this 
meaning, 4 (technical) to put a document in a file 
until the particular date when you need to deal 
with it: a bring forward file (= one that contains 
documents for a particular date) o With this soft- 
ware, the system will remind you when the bring 
forward date arrives. Bring sth forward 
is only used in an office context with this mean- 
ing, and is usually used in front of a noun, as if it 
is an adjective. 

@ v+nipron+adv « v+advtn 


bring ‘in sth; bring sb ‘in sth to make or earn 


money for sb: How much is she bringing in every 
month? o His job only brought him in a small 
income. 

@vtadve+n «véniprontadvtn 


bring sb 'in 4 (on sth) to get sb involved in sth, 


especially to advise or help, ete: Can we deal with 
this without bringing the police in? o Fd like to 
bring Inspector Lacey in on this investigation. © 
Experts were brought in to advise the government. 


a 


bring on 


experts, police, troops 2 if the police bring 
sb in they take them to a police station to ques- 
tion them or arrest them: Two men have been 
brought in for questioning. suspect 

@ v+advt+n + v+nipron+ adv 


bring sb/sth ‘in 1 to take sb/sth into a room, a 


house, an office, etc: Could you bring in another 
chair? o Bring him in! In informal lan- 
guage bring sb in sth and, less often, bring sb 
sth in are also used: Could you bring me in 
another chair? ọ Could you bring us some tea in? 
2 to attract sb/sth to a pluce or a business: The 
visitor centre is bringing in more and more people. 
business, customers, tourism 

> see also BRING SB/STIL INTO STH 

© vtady+n è vtnipron+ adv 


bring sth ‘in 4 to introduce a new law: A new law 


was brought in to improve road safety. © New con- 
trols were brought in to limit spending and bor- 
rowing. legislation, law }2¥s> introduce sth 
(more formal Bring sth in is often used in 
the passive in this meaning. 2 (law) to give a 
decision in a court of law: The jury brought ina 
verdict of guilty (54 only verdict, decision 3 to 
mention or include sth: She brought in other evi- 
dence to support her argument. 

© vtadvin + v+nipront+ adv 


bring sb/sth ‘into sth 1 to take sb/sth into a 


place: Bring that chair into the dining room. 2 to 
include or mention sb/sth in a discussion, con- 
versation, ete: Why do you always have to bring 
Pete into it(= mention Pete when we are discuss- 
ing sth)? o [knew you'd manage to bring football 
Into the conversation! 3 to attract sb/sth toa place 
or business: The advertising campaign should 
bring more people into the bookshops. 

-> see also BRING SB/STH IN 

®© v+n/pron+ prep 


bring sth ‘off (informal) to manage to do sth dif- 


ficult successfully: england were close to victory, 
but they couldn't quite bring it off. o Thompson, 
the new goalkeeper, brought off a superb save. 
pull sth off 

@ v+pron+ adv + vtadvin e v+ntadv 


bring sb ‘on (BrE) (AmE bring sb along) to 


help sb to develop or improve when they are 
learning to do sth: We need to bring on the young 
players quickly. © There's no time to bring 
employees along gradually. 

@ vtadvtn + v+nipron+ adv 


bring sth ‘on to make sth unpleasant happen: 


The heart attack was brought on by stress. © It's 
not like you to get so upset, What’s brought this on 
(= has made you so upset)? 

heart attack, depression cause sth 
(more formal) 

© v+n/pron + adv e v+adv+n 


bring on 


‘bring sth on sb/yourself (also bring sth upon 
sb/yourself more formal) to be responsible for 
sth unpleasant that happens to sb/yoursellf: 
You've brought shame on the whole family! e 
Don't blame me! You've brought this on yourself 
shame, disgrace 
®© v+n/pron + prep 
bring sb ‘out to help sb to be more confident and 
less shy: He's good at bringing out nervous inter- 
niewees. ó A year at college has really brought 
her out of herself. 
@ vtadvtn « v+n/pron+ adv 
bring sth ‘out 1 (ciso bring sth ‘out of sth) to 
take sth out of sth; to remove sth from sth: He 
brought a card out of his wallet and gave it to her 
take sth out, take sth out of sth 2 to pro- 
duce or publish sth: They re bringing out a new 
sports car this year. o Hote many albums have the 
hand brought out? © The publishers are bringing 
out a new edition of the dictionary next spring. 3 
to make a particular quality easier to see, taste, 
or notice: That dress brings out the colour of your 
eyes. 8] colour, flavour emphasize sth 
imore formal 4 to make sth appear that is usu 
ally hidden: She always brings out the worst in 
me! o The situation brought out the viclousness 
in him. the best, the worst 
@ vtnipron+ adv e v+adven 

4 also v + n/pron + adv + prep 
bring sb ‘out in sth (BrE) to make sb's skin be 
covered in sth such as sweat or spots: Tomatoes 
bring me out ina rash. 
@ v+n/pron + adv + prep 
bring sb/sth ‘over to take or bring sb/sth to a 
particular place, especially sb’s home: When 
your sister gets back from New York, bring her 
over tp see us. & Bring your chair over and sit with 
us! 
© v + n/pron + adv + v+advt+n 
bring sb ‘round (BrE) (AmE bring sb a'round) 
1 (also bring sb 'to) to make sb conscious again: 
She gently slapped his face to bring him round. 2 
(to sth) to persuade sb to agree with you, or to do 
what you want: I brought him round to my way of 
thinking in the end. win sb over (to sth} 
$ v+n/pron + adv 
bring sb/sth ‘round (especially BrE) (AmE usu- 
ally bring sb/sth a'round) to bring sb/sth to sb's 
home: I'l! bring the papers round to your house 
this evening. 
@ v+nipron+ adv « vtadven 
bring sth ‘round to sth (BrE) (also bring sth 
a'round to sth AmE, BrE to direct a conversa- 
tion, a discussion, etc. so that you are talking 
about the subject you want to talk about: He 
always hrings the conversation round to football, 
conversation, discussion 
© v + n/pron+ adv + prep 


28 


bring sb ‘to = BRING SB ROUND 1 
bring A and B to'gether 4 to help two people 


or groups to end a quarrel; to unite two people or 
groups: The crisis brought the family closer 
together 2 to introduce two people who have 
never met: to help two people come together 
socially: H was me who brought them together 
Ym) gat A and B together 

@ v+nipron+ adv + vtadven 


bring sb/sth to'gether to collect a group of 


people or objects together in one place: This 
exhibition brings together many artists’ work. 
@ v + nipron+adv + v+advtn 


bring sb ‘up 1 to care for a child until he or she is 


grown up: She was brought up by her aunt. ol 
was brought up (= grew up)on a farm. chil- 
dren, family, daughter, son }5Y¥) raise sb (AmE) 
Bring up a child does not mean the same as 
look after a child. 2 to teach your child a par- 
ticular way to behave, ete: They brought their 
children up very strictly. o We were brought up to 
be polite and do what we were tòld. oa well 
brought up child children, family, daugh- 
ter, son raise sb (AmE} 3 (law) to make sb 
appear for trial ina court of law 

Bring sb up is often used in the passive. 

@ v+nipron+adv «vtadven 

> ‘upbringing 7 [sing.} [U] the way in which a 
child is cared for and taught, especially by par- 
ents, while he or she is growing up 


bring shisth ‘up {to sth) to move sb/sth to a 


higher place, especially up the stairs: Breakfast 
was brought up to our room. ò Callum is down- 
stairs. Shall I bring him up? o She brought her 
hand up and slapped him. o I brought the cup up 
to my lips and took a sip of coffee. 

® v+nipront adv è vtadvin 


bring sth ‘up 1 to move sth from a lower to a 


higher position: She brought up her hand to pro- 
tect her Juce. 2 to mention a subject and start to 
talk about it: Every time I bring the matter up, he 
changes the subject, Ge2) subject, matter iy) 
ralse sth (more formal) 3 (to sth) to increase a 
total, a price, a number, etc. to a higher level or 
amount: This donation brings the total up to 
S600. ¢ Owen got another goal, bringing the 
score up to 4-0. total SS¥ raise sth (more 
Jorma 4 to bring food from the stomach back 
out through the mouth: The baby’s just brought 
up her breakfast. throw sth up (informal), 
vomit sth (more formal) 5 to make sth appear on 
a computer screen: Can you bring that file upon 
screen? 

© vtnipron+tadv + v+adv+n 


bring sb ‘up against sth to make sb realize sth 


or face sth and deal with it: This case brings us up 
against the problem of punishment in schools. 
© v + nipron + adv + prep 


29 : 


bring sb/sth ‘up to sth to help sb/sth to reach 
an acceptable level or standard: They have now 
brought the football ground up to the required 
safety standards. 
{$ v+n/pron + adv + prep 

bring sth u'pon sb/yourself BRING STH ON 
SB/YOURSELF 


bristle brisi; 


‘bristle with sth to be covered in sth; to have or 
contain a large number or amount of sth: a roof 
bristling with TV aerials o The staff bristie with 
efficiency. 

Steve Bristle with sth is mainly used in writing. 
© v+prep 


broaden *“bro:dn; 


broaden ‘out if a river, a road, etc. broadens 
out, it becomes wider 
MA Broaden is also used with the same meat- 
ing, but less often. 
@® viadv 

broaden ‘out, broaden sth ‘out (especially 
Brk) if sth broadens out, or you broaden it 
out, it becomes more general or includes a 
larger number of people or things: Let's broaden 
out the discussion to talk about education as a 
whole. 
Broaden is used more frequently with the 
same meaning. 
© vtadv e vt+advtn è v+o/pron+adv 


browse jbravz; 


browse ‘through sth to look through a book, a 
magazine, etc. in a casual way, without reading 
everything: She browsed through the newspaper 
while she waited. 
book, newspaper 
© v+ prep 


brush braf 


brush a'gainst'by/ past sb/sth to touch sb/ 
sth lightly when you move close to them/it: A cat 
brushed against his leg. o He brushed by/past me 
and ran out. 
© v+prep 

brush sb/sth a'side 1 to push sb/sth to one 
side: She brushed a strand of hair aside. 2 to ref- 
use to listen to sb/sth or treat them/it as import- 
ant: He brushed my protests aside and paid the 
bill, ¢ Every time J try to expiain, you brush me 
aside. wave sth aside/away; dismiss sb/sth 
-> see als0 BRUSH SB OFF 1; BRUSH STH OFF 2 
®© v+ni/pron+ adv + vt+advin 

brush sth a'way (from sth) 1 to remove sth from 
a surface with a brush, vour hand, ete: She 
brushed a stray hair away from her face. 
tears, hair, dust 2 to ignore an idea, a thought, 


brush past 


etc. because you do not want to think about it or 
you think it is not important: She quickly 
brushed the idea away. dismiss sth 

@ v+no/pron+adv e v+adven 


brush ‘by sb/sth © BRUSH aGAINST/BY/PAST 


SB/STH 


brush sh/yourself ‘down (especiaily BrE) to 


clean sb/yourself by brushing their/vour clothes 
with your hand, especially after they/you have 
fallen: She stood up and brushed herself down. 

-> see also BRUSH SB/YOURSELF OFF 

® v+n/pron+adv 


brush sth ‘down (especially Br} to clean sth by 


brushing it thoroughly: Brush your coat down to 
get the mud off è The children were taught how to 
brush down their ponies. 

(653) coat, skirt, etc. 

> see also BRUSH STH OFF I 

Ò vio/pront+adv + v+adven 


brush ‘off, brush sth ‘off if mud, dust etc. 


brushes off, or you brush it off, it is removed 
by brushing: Don't worry about the mud --- itU 
brush off easily when it's ary. o We were able to 
brush the dirt off quite easily. 

@ vtadv e v+n/pront adv + v+advtn 


brush sb ‘off (informal 1 to refuse to listen to 


sb; to ignore sb in a rude or unkind way: He tried 
to explain to her, but she brushed him off impa- 
tiently. rebuff sb (formal) > see also BRUSH 
SIVSTH ASIDE 2 2 to get rid of sh: She couldn't 
brush Roger off after the party. 

@ v+nipron+ adv « v+adven 

» ‘brush-off n (informal) rude or unkind behav- 
iour that shows you do not want to be Friendly: to 
give sb the brush-off 


brush sb/yourself ‘off to clean sb/yourself by 


brushing their/your clothes quickly with your 
hand 

+ see als BRUSH SB/YOURSELF DOWN 

@ vtn/pron+adv + vtadvin 


brush sth ‘off f to clean sth quickly by brushing 


it: He picked up his hat and brushed it off quickly. 
> see aiso BRUSH STR DOWN 2 to refuse to listen 
to. discuss or accept sth: Roberts brushed off atle- 
gations of corruption. o She brushed off offers of 
help from her friends. > see also BRUSH SB/STH 
ASIDE 2 

© vt+nipron+ adv « v+adv+n 


brush sth ‘out 1 to brush sth, especially hair, 


thoroughly to remove Knots or to make it 
straighter: She brushed out her hair washed her 
face and got into bed. hair 2 (also brush sth 
‘out of sth) to remove knots, etc. from your hair 
by brushing: lt took Aalf an hour to brush out all 
the tangles in his hair tangles, knots 
@ viadvt+n + v+n/pron+ adv 

2 also v + nipran + ady + prep 


brush ‘past sb/sth = BRUSH AGAINST/BYIPAST 


SB/STH 


brush up 


brush sth ‘up: brush ‘up on sth (especially 
BrE) to study or practise sth in order to get back 
the skill or knowledge that you had in the past 
but have not used for some time: / need to brush 
up my computer skills. o You Should brush up on 
your French before you go to France. 
54) skills, French/English, etc. polish sth 
up: review sth (especially AmE), revise ath (BrE) 
Brush sth up cannot be used in the 
passive, 
@ vradvin + v+pron+adv è v+n+ adv (less 

JSrequent) + v + adv + prep 


bubble tan; 


bubble ‘over (with sth) to be full of excitement, 
enthusiasm, ideas, etc: They were bubbling over 
with excitement, 
@ v+adv 


bubble ‘under: bubbie ‘under sth if sth is 
bubbling under, it is already fairly successful 
but is not yet as successful as other things of the 
same kind, although it is likely to be so soon: 
This ts our list of tracks bubbling under ~ - songs 
that may soon be in the Top 20. 
© vt+adv + v+prep 


bubble ‘up 4 if a liquid bubbles up from the 
ground, etc. it rises up in the form of bubbles or 
making the sound of bubbles: Water bubbled up 
from the pool. o (figurative) Clouds will bubble 
up (= start io form) later this afternoon. 2 if 
laughter or an emotion bubbles up, it becomes 
stronger and starts to be heard or seen: J could 
feel the anger bubbling up inside me. o Laughter 
came bubbling Up. 
@ vtady 


buck bsk; 


buck ‘up (old-fashioned, BrE, informal) used to 
tell sb to hurry up: Buck up! We'll be late. 
hurry up 
© v+ adv 

buck ‘up; buck sb ‘up (old-fashioned, BrE, 
informal) to become, or to make sb, more cheer- 
ful: Buck up! There's no school tomorrow! o He 
bucked up when I said he could go. o A day out 
will buck you up. 
cheer up, cheer sb/yourself up 
@ v+adv è vt apron + adv 
I buck your i'deas up (BrE, informa to start 
behaving in a more acceptable way, so that work 
gets done better, etc. 


bucket fbakit/ 


‘bucket down (BrE, informal to rain heavily: It 
bucketed down all day. 
@ v+adv 


3i) 


buckle /bak)/ 
buckle ‘down (to sth) (informad to start work. 


ing or doing sth in a serious or determined way: 
He tried to buckle down to some workistudy: 
knuckle down (to sth) 

@ vt adv 


buckle ‘up (especiaily Am) to fasten the belt 


that you wear in a car, etc. to keep you in your 
seat if there is an accident (a seat belt) Buckie 
up, kids. 

287%) belt up (BrE) 

@ vtadv 


buddy badi (buddies, buddying, buddied, 


buddied) 


buddy ‘up to/with sb/sth; beget buddied 


‘up to/with sb/sth (4mE, informal to become 
friendly with sb or work closely with another 
person: She buddied up to Laura, hoping to get to 
Know her brother © lasked to get buddied up with 
an experienced diver. 

È vtadv+prep + beiget +v + adv + prep 


budge badz; 
budge ‘up (BrE, informal to move wp: to make 


more room for sb else: Budge up a bit! I'd like to 
sit down too. 

move up 

® v+adv 


budget /padsit; 


‘budget for sth to pian to save or provide an 


amount of money fora particular purpose: Don’t 
Jorget to budget for the cost of textbooks. 

Budget for sth can be used in the passive: 
These extra costs have not beer budgeted for. 

@ v+prap 


bug /bag/ (-g9-) 
bug ‘out (AmE, informal) to leave in a hurry: J 


picked up my pay and then bugged out. 
© v+adv 


bugger hagar) 
bugger a‘bout/a'round (with sth) (BrE, A, 


slang) to waste time doing stupid or unimport- 
ant things: to behave in a silly way: Stop bugger- 
ing about and let's get on with it 

EEI Mess around or, in British English, mess 
about is a more polite informal way to say this. 
@ v+ adv 


bugger sb a'bouta'round (BrE, A, slang) to 


treat sb badly or in a way that wastes their time: 
I'm sick of being buggered about by my boss. 
Mess sb around or, in British English, 
mess Sb about is a more polite informal way to 
say this. 

@ v+nipron+ adv 
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bugger ‘off (BrE, A, slang) to go away: Bugger 


off and leave me atone. o Clive'’s buggered off to 
the pub with Julie. 

(ekg Clear off is a more polite informal way to 
say this. 

@ vtadv 


bugger sth ‘up (BrE, A, slang) to spoil sth; to do 


sth badly: Jm not going to let her bugger things 
up for me. 

Mess sth up is a more polite informal way 
to say this. 

© v+nipron+ adv + vtadv+n 


bulld bid; (built, built /but;) 
build sth a'round sth (BrE also buitd sth 


‘round sth) to create sth, basing it on a particular 
thing, person, idea, etc: The story is built around 
the adventures of 12 knights. 

Build sth around/round sth is often used 
in the passive. 

@& v+nipron+ prep 


build sth ‘in; build sth ‘into sth 1 to make sth 


a fixed and permanent part of a system, a plan, 
ete: Safeguards against fraud are built into the 
system, 2 to make sth a fixed and permanent part 
of sth larger: The flash is built into the camera. © 
This dishwasher can be built in. 

Build sth in and build sth into sth are 
often used in the passive. 

@ v+nipron +adv e v+ady +n e v+n/pron+ prep 
» built-in (aiso ,in-'bullt less frequent) adj [only 
before noun] forming a fixed part of a larger 
structure: a built-in cupboard © The camera has 
a built-in flash. 

p ‘Inbuilt adj [only before noun] existing as an 
essential part of sth/sb: the inbuilt survival 
instinct of animals 


‘build on sth (also ‘build upon sth more formal) 


to develop further from sth that you have already 
achieved: We need to butid on last year's success. 
© This course builds on existing skills. 

success, skills, strengths, achievements 
Build on/upon sth can be used in the pas- 
sive: This success should be built on, not ignored. 
@ v+prap 


build sth 'on: build sth ‘onto sth to add sth 


such as an extra room to an existing building: 
They had built on a large extension at the back of 
the house. 

extension 

@ vt+advin è vtniprontady e v+n/pron+ prep 


'buiid sth on sth (also ‘build sth upon sth more 


formal) to base sth on sth; to use sth as the basis 
or foundation for sth: Our company has built its 
reputation on the quality of its products. 

@ v+nipron+ prep 


build sth ‘round sth (8r£) -BUILD STH AROUND 


STH 


build up 


build 'up to become greater, stronger or larger in 


number: Queues of traffic are building up after 
the accident. o I could feel the anger building up 
inside me. 

ara) accumulate (more formal) 

© v + adv 

+ ‘bulld-up z [sing] [U] an increase in the 
amount, strength or number of sth: a build-up of 
carbon dioxide in the atmosphere 

> see also BUILD-UP at BUILD UP (TO STH), BUILD 
YOURSELF Up (TO STH); BUILD-UP at BUILD SB/STH 
UP 


build ‘up (to sth), build yourself 'up (to sth) to 


gradually prepare yourself for sth such as a race 
or competition: Start gently and build up to the 
more strenuous exercises. © Build up slowly until 
you can jog for 30 minutes. o Build yourself up to 
the day of the performance. 

@ vtadv + v+pron+ adv 

> ‘build-up (to sth) n [C, usually sing.] the time 
before an important event, when people are 
gradually preparing for it: the build-up to the 
Olympics 

-> see ais BUILD-UP at BUILD UI; BUILD-UP at 
BUILD SH/STH UP 


build sb/yourself ‘up to make sb healthier or 


stronger. She gave me lots of vitamins and min- 
erais to build me up. 

Build sb up cannot be used in the passive. 
® v+nipron + adv 


build sb/sth ‘up to speak about sb/sth with great 


enthusiasm, often praising them more than they 
deserve: He has been bullt up to be the answer to 
the nation’s problems. 

PEs Build sb/sth up is often used jn the pas- 
sive. 

& v+nipron+adv + v+adven 

> ‘build-up 7 [C, usually sing.] a very enthusi- 
astic description, especially of a performance, 
that is intended to make people excited about it 
and want to see it: The reviewers gave the play a 
big build-up. 

-> See Giso BUILD-UP at BUILD UP: BUILD-UP at 
BUILD UP (TO STH), BUILD YOURSELF UP (TO STH) 


build sth ‘up 1 to collect or create sth, often 


gradually over a period of time: She has built up 
an impressive collection of pauntirigs. col- 
lection, library 2 to develop sth: The manager 
had built up a good relationship with his staff o 
My father built the business up from scratch. © 
Harriet has built up quite a reputation for herself 
as a reporter o We are gradually building up a 
picture of what happened. business, repu- 
tation, picture 3 to increase sth or make sth 
stronger: After an accident, most drivers need to 
build up their confidence again. DBE) confidence, 
trust, strength 4 to cover sth so that it is higher 
or stronger than before 

@ vtadven + v+nipront adv 
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> built-up adj [usually before noun] 1 covered 
with many houses or buildings: The speed limit is 
lower in built-up areas, & built-up shoes, boots, 
or heels have extra height added 

build yourself ‘up 1 =surbp vr (ro STH), BUILD 
YOURSELF Up (TO STH) 2 = BUILD SB/ YOURSELF 
pP 

'bulld upon sth = guin ON STH 

‘build sth upon sth = BUILD STH ON STH 


bulk baik; 


bulk 'out'up; bulk sb/sth ‘out/up (especially 
AmE to increase in size or weight; to make 
sb/sth increase in size or weight: Griswold had 
buiked up for this match and won easily. o Local 
businesses are helping to bulk up school comptiter 
labs (= provide more computers). 
@ vtadv «¢vtadvin + vt+prontadve 

ventady (rare) 


bully /boli/ (bullies, bullying, bullied, bullied) 


bully sb ‘into sth; bully sb ‘into doing sth 
to force sb to do sth by frightening them or 
threatening them: You can’t bully me into saying 
anything! 
@ v+n/pron+ prep 


bum ibam; (-mm-} 


bum a'round (BrE also bum ‘round) (informal) 
to travel around or to spend your time doing 
nothing in particular 
@ v + adv 

bum a'round/round sth (iformal, especially 
BrE) to travel somewhere with no particular 
plans: After I left school, I bummed around the 
world for a year. 
BJ) the world. Europe, etc. 
© v+ prep 

bum sb ‘out (AmE, informal to annoy sb: I was 
really bummed out that there were no tickets left. 
© v + pron + adv 

bum ‘round (BrE) = 2M AROUND 

bum ‘round sth (especially BrE) BUM AROUND/ 
ROUND STH 


bumble ‘bambi’ 


bumble a'round; bumble a'round sth (Bré 
also bumble a'bout, bumble a'bout sth) to 
move around in an awkward and noisy way: f 
could hear my father bumbling about downstairs. 
oad film of two sisters bumbling around their 
home, making tea 
@ vt+adv « vtprep 


WRU TPUTIOCUTIOICORRTOEEIORI IC COREL er ee 


bump jbamp,/ 
bump ‘into sb (informal) to meet sb by chance: J 


bumped into an old friend in town today. 
run into sb 
© v+ prep 


bump sb ‘off (informal) to murder sb: He admit- 


ted Dumping off Baines. 
$ v+nipron+adv + vtadvtn 


bump sb ‘off, bump sb ‘off sth 1 to not allow 


sb to have the seat on a plane that they have 
booked, because seats have been sold to more 
people than the plane will carry: With more 
people fying these days, there is a greater chance 
of getting bumped off your flight. o bumped 
off travellers MHI Bump sb can also be used 
with this meaning: We were late arriving at the 
airport and the airline bumped us. 2 (especially 
AmE, computing) to break the connection 
between sb’s computer and the Internet, so that 
they can no longer use the Internet: Some users 
couldn't log in, others kept getting bumped off. o 
to be bumped off the Internet 8) the Internet, 
server, website © kick sb off, kick sb off 
sth; disconnect sb (from sth) (nore formal 
These phrasal verbs are usually used in the 
passive: I was worried about being bumped off 
the flight, 

© v+nipron+ adv « v+nipron+ prep 


bump sb ‘up (to sth) (informal) to move sb toa 


more expensive seat in a plane without charging 
them extra, because there are not enough seats 
at the price they have paid: I got bumped up to 
business class. 

Bump sb up is often used in the passive. 
© v+nipron+ adv 


bump sth ‘up (informa/) to increase or raise sth: 


The company bumped their prices up by 10%. 
prices 
© v+n/pron+adv + v+adv+n 


bunch banii; 
bunch ‘up: bunch sth ‘up if material 


bunches up, or you bunch it up, it forms tight 
folds: The sheets bunched up under him every time 
he moved. o She bunched her skirt up and 
jumped. 

Bunch sth up is often used in the passive. 
@& v+adv è vtn/prontadyv ¢vtadvtn 


bunch ‘up/to'gether: bunch sb/sth ‘up/ 


to’gether to move closer together to make a 
tight group: to make sb/sth do this: The children 
bunched together in little groups in the play- 
ground. o AH the runners were bunched up 
behind the leader 

Bunch sb/sth up/together is often used in 
the passive. 

@ vtadv + v+ni/pron+adyv æ v+advin 


bundle; 'Þandl/ 


bundle sb ‘off (to sth...) to send sb somewhere 
in a hurry or when they do not want to go: She 
bundied her son off to schoel. 
pack sb off (to...) 
© vinipron+ adv « vtradven 

bundle ‘up; bundle sb ‘up (in sth) to dress in 
warm clothes; to put warm clothes on sb: Bundle 
up! It's freezing outside! o I bundled Lucy up ina 
blanket and made her a cup of tea. 
isro wrap up (In sth), wrap sb up (in sth), wrap 
yourself up (in sth) 
Bundle sb up is often used in the passive. 
4 vtadv + v+n/pron+ adv 

.bundie sth ‘up/to'gether to put or tie things 
together into a bundle: She bundled up her 
clothes and pushed them into a cupboard. o The 
papers were all bundled together, ready to be 
ERTO away. 
@ vtnipron+ adv e v+advtn 


bung jban/ 


bung sth ‘up (with sth) (BrE, informal) to stop 
sth from moving or flowing through sth by put- 
ting sth in or across it: She's bunged the sink up 
with tea leaves. 
block sth up (more formal) 
© v+nipron+ adv + vt+adyvtn 
> bunged ‘up ad) blocked: not clear: My nose is 
ali bunged up this morning. 


bunk fbank/ 


bunk ‘down (especiaily AmE to lie down to sleep 
somewhere, especially somewhere uncomfort- 
able or for only one night: We bunked down in an 
old barn for the night. 
doss down (BrE, informai) 
@ vt adv 

bunk ‘off, bunk ‘off sth (BrE, informal to stay 
away from school or work when you ought to be 
there: to leave school or work early. especially 
without permission: Let’s bunk off this after- 
noon and go shopping. 
school, work skive off, skive off sth 
(BrE) 
@ vtadv + v+ prep 


buoy foor AmE also bwi’ 


buoy sb/sth 'up 4 to make or keep sb cheerful 
and confident: Winning the match buoyed the 
team up. o The party did little to buoy up her 
spirits. > She was buoyed up by her father’s 
praise. 2 to keep sb/sth floating; to stop sb/sth 
from sinking: I relaxed, letting the salt water 
buoy me up. 


burn out 


Buoy sb/sth up is often used in the passive. 
Buoy sb/sth can also be used: Buoyed by their 
recent victory, the feam are convinced they can win 
the final. 

© v+nipron+adv « v+advtn 


buoy sth ‘up (finance) to make or keep prices ata 


high or satisfactory level: Share prices were 
buoyed up by the news. o to buoy up the economy 
prices 

Buoy sth up is often used in the passive. + 
Buoy sth is also used with this meaning. 

@ v+nipron+adv « v+advin 


burn /bs:n; AmE bs:rn/ (burnt, burnt [bant 


AME ba:rnt/ or burned, burned ‘band; AmE 
ba:rnd;) 


burn a'way; burn sth a'way to disappear asa 


result of burning; to make sth do this: Half the 
candle had burnt away. o The fire had burned 
away part of the roof 

@ vtadve viadvin e v+pron tady + vtn+ady 


(less frequent) 


burn ‘down if a fire burns down, it becomes 


less strong and burns with smaller flames: They 
sat by the fire, watching it slowly burn down. 
burn up 

@ vt adv 


burn 'down; burn sth ‘down if a building 


burns down, or sb burns it down, it is des- 
troyed by fire: The palace burnt down in the 19th 
century © She threatened to burn the house down. 
Burn sth down is often used in the 
passive. 

@ v+adv + v+nipron+ adv e vtadv+n 


burn sth ‘off 1 to remove sth by burning: Burn 


the old paintoff before repainting the door. 2 (also 
burn sth ‘up) to use energy by exercising: Walk- 
ing briskly can burn off a lot of calories. GB] cal- 
orles, fat 

@ vtadv+n + v+nipran + adv 


burn ‘out, burn sth ‘out if a machine or part of 


a machine burns out or sb/sth burns it out, it 
stops working because it has been used too much 
or has got too hot: The clutch has burnt out. o I 
burnt out the motor in the first car I had. 

@ vtady « v+n/pron+ adv + v+advtn 


burn ‘out; burn itself ‘out to stop burning 


because there is no more fuel: Blow out the can- 
dles before they burn out. o By the time the fire bri- 
gade arrived the fire had burnt (itself) out. 

> see aise BURN STH OUT 

®© vtadv + v+ pron + adv 


burn ‘out, burn yourself ‘out to become very 


tired or sick and unable to continue your work 
by working too hard over a period of time: It’s a 
high pressure Job and many people burn out at a 
young age. olf he carries on working so hard, 
he'll burn himself out. 
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-> see also BURN $B OUT, BURN SB OUT OF STH 
@ v + adv + V+ pron+ adv 
> ‘burnout z [C] [U] the state of being very tired 
or sick because you have worked too hard: 
Burnout is common among teachers. 
> bumt-‘out (especially BrE) (AME usually 
burned-out) very tired or sick because you have 
worked too hard: burnt-ouf rock singers 
> see also BURNT-OUT at BURN STH OUT 

burn sb ‘out: burn sb ‘out of sth to force sb 
to leave a building by setting fire to it: A gang has 
tried to burn a woman out of her home. 
+ see also BURN OUT, BURN YOURSELF GUT 
$ v+nipron+adv èe v+adven + 

v+n/pron + adv + prep 

burn sth ‘out to destroy sth completely by fire, 
so that only the outside or the frame is left: Tuo 
cars were burnt out in the crash. 
Burn sth out is usually used in the pas- 
sive. 
> see also BURN OUT, BURN ITSELF OUT 
© vtnipron+ adv e vt+advin 
» ‘burnt-out (especially BrE) (Amọ usually 
‘burned-out) adj [only before noun] completely 
destroyed or badly damaged by fire: burnt-out 
buses o burned-out houses 
> see also BURNT-OUT at BURN OUT, BURN YOUR- 
SELF QUT 

iburn 'up 1 to be destroyed by heat: The spacecraft 
burned up as il entered the earth's atmosphere. 2 
(usually used in the progressive tenses) to havea 
fever or a high temperature: She is burning up - - 
She needs a doctor 3 if a fire burns up, it gets 
stronger and has larger flames burn down 
& v+ adv 

urn sb ‘up (AmE, informal) to make sb very 
angry: The way he treats me really burns me up. 
$ v + nipron + adv 

burn sth ‘up 1 to get rid of sth completely by 
burning: I'm going to burn up all the rub- 
bishitrash, 2 =B8URN STH OFF 2 
© vtadvtn « v+nipron + adv 


burrow bareu; AmE bs:rou/ 


‘burrow In sth to search for sth among things in 
a container: She burrowed in her pocket and even- 
tually found a few coins. 

@ v+prep 


burst (ba:st;: AmE bs:rst/ (burst, burst) 


burst ‘in (on sb/sth), burst ‘into sth to enter a 
room, a building, etc. suddenly and noisily, inter- 
rupting the people who are in it: He apologized 
for bursting in on our meeting. ọ The door sud- 
denly flew open and Mia burst in. o She ran down 
the stairs and burst into the kitchen. 

-> sev also BURST INTO STH 
@ vtadv + v+prep 


‘burst into sth to start producing or doing sth 


suddenly and with great force: The aircraft burst 
into flames (= suddenly started to burn). o J was 
su relieved I burst into tears (- suddenly started 
tocry). o The cab's engine burst into life (= sud- 
denly started to work). o As the curtain fell, the 
audience burst into applause( suddenly started 
to clap). 

DEJ tears, flames, laughter, life 

> see also BURST IN (ON SBISTIN)D, BURST INTO STH 
© v+prep 


‘burst on/onto sth (a/so ‘burst upon sth more 


formas) to appear somewhere suddenly in a dra- 
matic or unusual way: A merjor new talent has 
burst onionto the tennis scene. 

BEJ scene 

@ v+ prep 


burst ‘out to say sth suddenly, loudly and with 


strong feeling: ‘7 hate you! she burst out. 

ri) exclaim (formal) 

-> see also BURST OUT DOING STH 

@ v+ adv + speech 

» ‘outburst 7 a sudden strong expression of an 
emotion; a sudden increase in an attitude or an 
activity: an outburst of angerilaughter > Spor- 
adic outbursts of violence o She apologized for 
her outburst. 


burst ‘out; burst ‘out of sth to leave a room, a 


building, etc. suddenly and noisily: The door 
opened suddenly and a man burst out of the 
house. 


@ vtadv « v+adv+ prep 


burst ‘out doing sth to begin doing sth sud- 


denly: We looked at one another and burst out 
laughing. 

laughing, crying 

-> see d1so BURST OUT; OUTBURST at BURST OUT 
 v+ adv + -ing 


burst ‘through; burst ‘through sth to move 


suddenly through a door, a barrier, etc. with 
great force: The car drove fast up to the road biock 
and burst through. © She burst through the door 
pursued by two men. o The sun burst through the 
clouds. 

®© vtady è v+prep 


‘burst upon sth :BURST on/oNTO STH 


bury ;'beri/ (buries, burying, buried, buried) 
‘bury yourself in sth 1 to go to or be in a place 


where you will not meet many people: He buried 
himself in the country to write a book. 2 to 
involve yourself in sth completely; to spend all 
your time thinking about or doing sth and ignore 
everything else: She buried herself in her work in 
an attempt to forget. 683] work, book 

@ v+pron+ prep 


35 


bust ‘bast; (bust, bust or busted, busted) 


bust ‘out; bust ‘out of sth; bust sb ‘out: 
bust sb ‘out of sth (informal) to escape from 
somewhere, usually prison: to help sb te do this: 
His last movie was about a guy busting out of 
Alcatraz. o His friends busted him out of jail. 
break out, break out of sth (more formal) 
@ viady + v+adv+ prep è v+n/pron+ adv « 

v+nipron + adv + prep 

bust ‘up (with sb) (BrE, informal if a couple or 
two friends bust up, they have a quarrel and sep- 
arate: They bust up afier five years together od 
bust up with Tim a while ago. 
break up (with sb), split up (with/from sb) 
@ v+ adv 
& ‘bust-up n (BrE, informal) 1 (with sb) an argu 
ment ora quarrel: We had a huge bust-up and now 
we're not talking. 2 the end of a relationship 

bust sth ‘up (informal) 1 to end sth such as a 
meeting or a relationship by disturbing or ruin- 
ing it: The police busted up the meeting. YSR) 
break sth up (nore formal 2 (AmE) to injure, 
damage or break sth: He busted up his knee in the 
accident. 3 (Am) to break a company or a larger 
organization into smaller parts company 
SEY) break sth up Onore formal) 
© viadven + vénipront adv 


bustle basi 


bustle a'bout/a'round; bustle a'bout/ 
a'round sth (especially ArE) to move about 
somewhere in a busy or hurried way: She was 
already bustling about, getting dinner ready. 
@ vitadv + v+prep 


butt bat; 


butt ‘in Gnformah 4 (on sb/sth) to rudely inter- 
rupt sb when they are speaking: He apologized 
for butting in on our conversation. o ‘His name's 
Terry, actually’ she butted tn. 34+) interrupt 
(sb/sth) (more formal 2 to interfere in a situ- 
ation that dues not concern you: Stop butting in. 
it's nothing to do with you. interfere (with 
sth) (nore formal) 
® v+ adv T also v + adv + speech 

butt ‘out (spoken, informal, especially AmE) used 
to tell sb rudely not to interfere in sth or ta go 
away: Butt out! It’s none of your business. 
@ vitadv 


butter batar) 


butter sb ‘up (informaDd to say nice things about 
sb because you want them to do sth for you or 
give you sth: We'd better butter him up a bit before 
we ask for his help. 
soften sb up 
@ vt+nipront+adv + v+advin 


buy out 


button ibatn! 
button ‘up; button sth ‘up to be fastened with 


buttons: to fasten sth with buttons: He buttoned 
up his coat. 

£8) coat, jacket, etc. do up, do sth up 
unbutton, unbutton sth 

Button and button sth are also used with 
this meaning. 

© v+nipron+ adv « v+advt+n 

> buttoned-‘up adj 4 [usually before noun] not 
showing or expressing your feelings openly; not 
very friendly: Ais butioned-up calmness 2 (AmE) 
very formal in appearance, traditional rather 
than new or exciting 


buy /bar/ (bought, bought /bo:t/) 
buy sth ‘back if somebody buys sth back, they 


buy again sth that they have sold earlier to sb 
else: The bank will supply and buy back foreien 
currency. o He sold the car in 1949 for £400. To buy 
it back last year cost £31 000. 

@ vtadv+n + v+n/pron+ adv 

> ‘buy-back n 1 the action of buying again sth 
that you have sold earlier a buokfequipment buy- 
back ( when ashop/store or company buys back 
sth you have finished using) 2 (business) a form 
of borrowing money in which a company sells 
its shares with an agreement that it will buy 
them again at a later date: a share buy-back oa 
share buy-back programmeé 


buy sth ‘in (Br) to buy sth or a large amount of 


sth for a special occasion or in order to have a 
supply for the future: JTI have to buy in extra food 
if they're coming to stay for a while. 

food 

© v+adv+n + v+n/pron+ adv 


buy ‘into sth 1 to buy shares in a company, for 


example to gain control over it: They are looking 
io buy into another insurance company. 
company, business 2 (fiformal) to accept sth 
that many other people believe: We don't buy into 
the myth that money is the answer to everything. 
© v+ prep 


buy sb ‘off to pay sb to stop them acting against 


you, causing trouble for you, etc: They had to buy 
Brennan off to stop him from tatking. 
© vi n/pron+ adv « vtadvtn 


buy sb/yourself ‘out; buy sb/yourself ‘out 


of sth (BrE to pay money so that sb/you can 
leave an organization, especially the armed 
forces, before the time agreed: Affer four years in 
the navy I bought myself out. 

@ v+n/pron+ adv + v+nipron + adv + prep 


buy sb/sth ‘out to buy part of a company, busi- 


ness, etc. from sb else so that you own all of itand 
control it: J want to buy her out and have the 
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house to myself o The company was bought out 
by two German businessmen. 

partner, company 

© v+nipron+adv + v+advtn 

» ‘buyout » (fiance) a situation when sb buys 
enough shares in a company to gain control of it 
buy sth ‘up to buy quickly all of sth or as much 
as you can: They've bought up all the land in the 
area. 

company, land, property 

@ viadvtn » v+pront+adv + v+n+ady (rare) 


buzz /baz;/ 


buzz a’round, buzz a'round sth (also buzz 
a'bout/'round, buzz a'bout/‘round sth especially 
BrE) to move around quickly and busily: She 
buzzed round (the kitchen). o The photographer 
buzzed around, checking the light. o Questions 
buzzed round inside my head. 

@ vtadv + v+prep 

buzz ‘off (informal used to tell sb, not very 
politely, to go away: Buzz off I’m trying to work! © 
I wish he'd buzz off! 

clear off; go away (more formal) 

@ vtadv 

buzz ‘round; buzz 'round sth (especially BrE) 
= BUZZ AROUND, BUZZ AROUND STH 
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call jk]; 
~ around ~ on 
~ away ~ onfupon 
~ back ~ gut 
~ by ~ out for 
~ down ~ over 
~ for ~ round 
- forth ~ up 
~ in 39 ~ upon 

38 -off 


To call is the most common way to say ‘to 
telephone’ in American English. It is also used 
in British English, but to phone and to ring are 
more common. 


call a’round: call a'round sb/sth (AmE) to 
telephone a number of different people, usually 
to try to get information: He's been calling 
around trying to get the best price on a computer o 
Tcalled around the neighbourhood to get Support 
Jor my campaign. 
@ v+adv + v+ prep 

call sb a'way to ask sb to stop doing what they 
are doing and go somewhere else to deal with sth: 
He was called away to the phone. o She was called 
away from the meeting to deal with an emergency. 
Call sb away is almost always used in the 
passive. 
@® v+nipron+ adv 

call ‘back (BrE) to visit sb again: I'll call back 
later when your wife's af Rome. 
@ vt adv 


call ‘back; call sb ‘back to telephone sb again 
or to telephone sb who telephoned you earlicr: 
Call back in an hour. - he'll be here then. o Kate 
phoned. Can you call her back? o P’Ucall you back 
with the details later 
@ v+adv è v+nipron+ ady 
» ‘callback n 14 a device in a telephone that auto- 
matically calls again a number that was busy 
when you first called it: a callback facility 2 a 
telephone call that you make to sb who has called 
you earlier 


call sb ‘back 4 to shout to sb to turn around and 
come back to a place they have just left: J ran off 
but he called me back. o We started to walk off but 
were called hack by the police officer 2 to ask sb 
who is applying for a job, etc. to return so that 
you can talk to them again: Three people were 
called back for a second interview. 
@ v + nipron + adv 


call ‘by (informal, especially BrE) to visit a place 


or 4 person for a short time, usually when you 
are going somewhere else: Could you call by on 
your way home? © Jan called by to bring your gift. 
drop by 

@ vtadv 


call sb ‘down to shout to sh to ask them to come 


down from a place which is higher than you: J’ve 
called him down (= to come downstairs) to break- 
fast already. 

@ v + nipron + adv 


call sth ‘down (on/upon sb) (literary) to pray 


that sth unpleasant will happen to sb because of 
sth bad they have done to you; to make sth bad 
happen to sb: He called down curses on them. 
curses, wrath 

@vtadvin + vtn/pron+ adv 


‘call for sb (8rF) to go to sb's home, for example, 


and take them or go with them somewhere: Shall 
1 cali for you at eight? 
© v+prep 


‘call for sth if a situation calls for a particular 


action or quality, it needs or requires it: This 
calls for a celebration! o What she’s doing calls 
for great skill and courage. 

Call for sth can be used in the passive: 
Tougher action by the government is called for. 

© v+ prep 

> un’ealled for adj (of remarks or behaviour) 
not fair or necessary in the circumstances: I 
shall ignore that uncalled-for remark. 


‘call for sth: 'call for sb/sth to do sth to 


demand publicly that sth should be done: The 
group has called for a boycott of the elections. © 
The other directors have called for him to resign. 
Call for sth can be used in the passive: A 
total ban on nuclear weapons has been called for. 
®© v+prap è v+ prep + nipron + to inf 


call sth ‘forth (ormai) to produce a particular 


reaction: Her remarks have called forth harsh 
criticism in the media. 
®© vtadv+n » v+prontadv + v+n+ady (rare) 


call ‘in 1 [+ adv/prep] (especially BYE) to visit a 


place or a person for a short time, usually when 
you are going somewhere else: He called in at the 
office before he left for London. o She often calls in 
Jor a chat. drop in (on sb/at...) informal) 2 
to telephone the place where you work: She 
called in sick this morning (= telephoned to say 
that she was ill/sick and would not be coming to 
work). 3 to make a telephone call to a radio or 
television programme: Many listeners called in 
to complain. 

$ vtadv 


callin 


> ‘call-in n (Ai) a television or radio show in 
which people can phone to talk to people on the 
show, ask questions, give their opinions, etc: a 
call-in show 


call sb ‘in to ask sb to come and help, give advice, 
repair sth, etc: He’s threatened to call in the 
police. o You'll have to cali a plumber in to look at 
this. © Bomb disposal experts were called in to get 
rid of the device. 
police, expert send for sb 
© v+advtn è v+n/pron+ adv 

call sth ‘in (BrE) to order or request the return of 
sth, especially a product that has a fault: The 
manufacturers have called in the faulty goods. o 
The bank have called in the loan (= asked for the 
money to be paid back) immediately. 
y recall sth (more formal) 
@ v+advin + v+nipron+ adv 

call sb/sth ‘off to order soldiers, dogs, etc. to 
Stop attacking sb, searching for sb/sth, etc: 
Please call your dog off, 
LEJ dog 
® v+n/pron+ adv « v+advtn 


ing. > He woke in the night, calling out her name. 
© They called out the numbers of the winning 
tickets. 
82] name )3YN) shout out (to sb), shout sth out 
(to sb) 
Tia Call/call sth can be used with a similar 
meaning, but call out/call sth out suggests sth 
louder or more urgent. 
@ v+adv « vtniprontadyv è v+adv+n » 

v+ adv + speech 


call sb ‘out 1 to ask sb to come to help you, when 


there is an emergency: /’ve never had to call the 
doctor out at night before. o We had to call out an 
electrician. o Troops were called out to deal with 
the riot. doctor, fire brigade, electrician 2 
to order or ask workers to stop work as a protest: 
Miners were called out on strike by union leaders. 
© vt+nipron+adv + v+adv+n 

> ‘call-out n (Br) an occasion when you ask sb 
to come to help you in an emergency: ambulance 
callouts o How much is the plumber’s callout 
charge? 


The noun call is also used. 


ver PTTRTUTITELITTITERILI LIL chek he 


call sth ‘up 1 (computing) to obtain information 


that is stored on a computer: She called up all the 
files he had worked on. G55 file, information 2 to 
bring sth back to your mind: to make you remem- 
ber and think about sth: The sound of their 
laughter called up memories of his own child- 
hood. memory recall sth (formað 3 to 
use a quality that you have: He called up all his 
reserves of courage. (083) reserves 

@ vtadvtn ev +n/pron+ adv 


‘call upon sth =Car ON/UPON STH 
‘call upon sb to do sth = cat ON/UPON SB TO 


DO STH 


calm (ka:m; 
calm ‘down: calm sb/yourself ‘down if sb 


calms down, or youcalm them down, they stop 
being angry or excited and become calm: Calm 
down! I've said I'm sorry. o There was nothing we 
could do to calm her down. © He went for a walk to 
calm himself down, o Jack was so shocked that 
he had to be calmed down by his wife and son. 


carry around 


cannon kenn’ 


cannon ‘into sb/sth (of a moving person, 
vehicle, etc.) to hit sb/sth by accident and with 
great force: She stopped suddenty and T almost 
cannoned into her. 
@ v+ prep 

cannon ‘off sb/sth if sth moving cannons off 
sb/sth, it hits them/it by accident and with great 
force and then goes off in a different direction: 
The ball cannoned off his leg into the goal. 
© v+prep 


capital ize (also capitalise) ;/'keeprtalaiz/ 


‘capitalize on sth (a/so ‘capitalize upon sth ess 
frequent, more formal) to use sth to gain further 
advantage for yourself: They capitalized on their 
success by raising prices. o The opposition tried to 
capitalize on popular discontent over the new law. 
success. opportunity, potential 1) take 
advantage of sth 
© v + prep 


@ viadv « v+nipron+ adv + v+adv+n care /kea(r); AmE ker; 


call sth ‘off to cancel or abandon sth that has call ‘out for sth (Amz) to telephone a shop, Im ' | l sth 'd 
calm ‘down, caim s own to become ‘care for sb to like or love sb: Icare deeply for you. 


been planned or that has already started: The S40. restaurant, etc. to ask them to deliver food 


meeting was called off at the last minute. © 
They've called aff their engagement (= they have 
decided not to get married). o Police called off 
the search for the climbers at dusk. 

C83) match/game, engagement/wedding, deal, 
search, strike 

@ v+advi+n e vtn/pront adv 


‘call on sb 1 (especially BrE) to visit sb for ashort 
tune: On our way back, we called on grandma. 
280) drop in (on sb/at ...) 2 (AmE) to ask sbina 
class, etc. to answer a question or give their opin- 
ion: The math teacher always calls on the boys. 
© v+ prep l 

‘call on/upon sth (forma) to use your strength, 
courage, etc. in order to achieve sth or deal with 
a problem: She had to cail on all her reserves of 
courage to face the ordeal. 
strength, courage 
© v+prep 

‘call on/upon sb to do sth ormai 1 to makea 
serious or urgent request to sb to do sth: Pm 
available in case I'm called on to help. o We call 
upon ali parties io respect the results of the elec- 
tion. 2 to formally invite or request sh to speak, 
etc: [now call upon Mr. Spring to give the vote of 
thanks. 

EEIN Cali on/upon sb to do sth can be used in 

the passive: J was called on to make a speech. 

®© v + prep + n/pron + toinf 

call ‘out (to sb), call sth ‘out (to sb) to shout or 

say sth loudly in order to get sb's attention or 

help: He called out to her, but she carried on walk- 


to you at home or at work: Let's call out for pizza. 
send out for sth 
® v+adv + prep 


‚call sb ‘over to call sb to come over to where you 


are, because you want to speak to them, give or 
show them sth, etc: Call the waiter over 
® v+nipron+adv e v +adv +n (rare) 


‚call ‘round (8r£) to visit sb at their home for a 


short time: Tjust called round to say hello. 
drop round 
© v+adv 


call ‘up; call sb/sth ‘up (especially AmE) to 


make a phone call to a person or a place: Cali up 
and make a reservation for 8 o'clock. o She called 
him up from the bus station. © Call up the office 
and ask for Mr. Morgan. 

Call and call sb are also frequently used 
with this meaning. Call up and call sb up are 
very common in spoken English. 

@ v+adv + v+nipront+ adv « v+adv+n 


call sb ‘up 1 to officially ask sb to go to do train- 


ing in the army, navy or air force or to fight in a 
war: When the war began, he was too old to be 
called up. 8%) conscript sb (especially BrE), 
draft sb (Amz) 2 (especiaily BrE) to ask sb to join 
sth or take part in sth: to choose sb to play ina 
team: He's been called up for next week’s match. 
Call sb up is often used in the passive. 

®© v+nipron+adv è v+advtn 

> ‘call-up 7 1 an official order to join the army, 
navy or air force: call-up papersicamps 2 (espe- 
cially BrE, sport) an official invitation to play in 
a team or ina particular game 


calmer: to make a situation calmer: The whole 
fuss will have calmed down. by tomorrow. o Pue 
spoken to them to try to calm things down a bit. 
Calm sth down cannot be used in the 
passive. 

@ v+adv + v+nipron+adv + v+adv+n 


camp ‘kemp: 
camp ‘out (informa) to sleep outside, usually in 


a tent: to sleep on the floor somewhere for a short 
time: If there is nowhere to stay, we'll have to 
camp out. o People camped out in the school hall 
to escape the flood water. 

@ veradv 

> ‘campout 7 (AME) a time when people sleep 
outside in a tent 


camp it ‘up (BrE, informal) 1 (of aman) to move 


or behave deliberately in a way that people think 
is typical of a man who is sexually attracted to 
other men (a homosexual): He enjoys camping it 
up, 2 to exaggerate your behaviour or a perform- 
ance to make people laugh: 7 really camped it up 
in the final scene. 

© v+it+ adv 


cancel ‘kens!/ (i, AmE -l-) 


cancel ‘out; cancel sth ‘out if two or more 
things cancel out or one cancels out the other, 
they are equally important, but have an opposite 
effect on a situation so that the situation does not 
change: The gains and losses are expected fo can- 
cel out, o Our expenditure and profits cancel 
each other out. o Thejobis hard work, but this is 
cancelled out by the fact that the people are so nice. 
© vtadv + v+nipron+ adv + v+adv+n 


Care for sb can be used in the passive: / 
just want to be loved and cared for by somebody. 
® v+ prep 
‘care for sb/sth 1 to take care of and be respon- 

sible for sb who is very young, old or sick, etc. or 
for sth that is in danger or could be damaged: The 
nurses give advice to the patients and those who 
care for them. © She cares for several children with 
special needs. o The company is committed to car- 
ing for the environment. BEJ children, the sick, 
the elderly In this meaning care for sb/sth 
can be used in the passive: The children were all 
clean and well cared for. > see also LOOK AFTER 
SB/STH/YOURSELF; LOOK AFTER STH 2 not care for 
sb/sth (formal) to not like sb/sth very much: J 
don’t care for opera. 

© v+prep 

would you care for ... (forma!) used to ask sb 
if they would like sth to eat or drink: Would you 
care for acup of tea? 

> un'cared for adj not looked after; neglected: 
The children looked dirty and uncared for. © 
uncared-for gardens 


carry ‘keri; (carries, carrying, carried, 
carried) 


carry sth a‘round (aiso carry sth a’bout/ 
‘round especially BrE) (with you) to take sth from 
one place to another; to take sth everywhere with 
you: I don’t want to carry this bag about with me 
all day: o The CD player is light enough to carry 
around in your pocket. 
& v+nipron+ adv è v+adven 
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carry sb/sth a‘long to take or move sb/sth for- 
ward: His body had been carried along hy the 
river. o The crowd was so thick that she was car- 
ried along with if. > (figurative) His immense 
enthusiasm carried us all along. 
@ v+nipron + adv 

carry sb/sth a'way/ off to support the weight 
of sb/sth and take them/it away: A strony current 
carried the dinghy away. 
© v+nipron+ adv è v+adv+n 

be/get carried a'way to be so excited and 
enthusiastic about sth that you lose control of 
your feelings and may behave in a silly or 
thoughtless way: / got so carried away with shop- 
ping that I completely forgot the time. o Don't get 
carried away — it’s not that exciting. 
@ be/get+v+ adv 


carry sb ‘back (to sth) fo remind sb of sth that 
happened in the past: The song carried her back 
to her childhood. 
20 take sb back (to sth) 
© v+ n/pron + adv 

carry sth ‘forward 1 (aliso carry sth 'over) 
(finance) to move a total sum of money or a total 
amount, from one page or column tu the next, or 
from one week or year to the next: The figures 
were carried forward frum the previous page. 
bring sth forward In this meaning 
carry sth forward is often used in the passive. 2 
to help sth to make progress or succeed: Ske will 
carry the project forward after I leave. 
@ v+nipron+adv + v+advtn 

carry sb ‘off 1 if a disease carries sb off, they 
die asa result of it: She was carried off by the epi- 
demic, 2 to capture sb: The enemy carried off 
many prisoners. 
È v +nipron+adv > v+adv+n 

carry sb/sth ‘off = carry SRISTI AWAY/OFF 

carry sth ‘off 1 to win sth: Ske carried off most 
of the prizes. 2 to succeed in doing sth difficult; 
to deal with a difficult situation successfully: 
She's the only person I know who can wear adress 
like fħat and carry it off! 
@ 1vt+advt+n » vtprontady +» vin+ adv (less 

frequent) 
2vt+n/pron+adv + v+advin 


Carry ‘on 1 (with sth) (also carry ‘on doing sth) 
{especially BrE) to continue doing sth or moving 
in a particular direction, without stopping: 
Carry on workingfwith your work while I'm away 
olf she carries on shoplifting, she'll end up in 
jail, © She ignored me and carried on writing. o I 
called out to him, but he carried on down the road. 
go on, go on doing sth > see giso CARRY 
STH ON 12 to manage to continue living or work- 
ing ip your usual way in spite of difficult or 
unpleasant circumstances: Life carried on as 
usual after the fire. o We're all going to carry on 


as if nothing has happened. SEY) go on: con- 
tinue 3 (with sth) to continue speaking or doing 
sth after a short pause: ‘Well’, she carried on, 
‘then I realized where I’d met him before!’ o Ted 
looked up briefly, then carried on with what he 
was doing. 330) go on (with sth) 4 to last for a 
particular time: How long can this situation 
carry on? go on: last 5 (at sb) (about sth} 
(informal to argue, quarrel or complain noisily; 
to make a fuss: Stop carrying on about how hard 
your life is. o How long are they going to be shout- 
ing and carrying on like that? go on (at sb) 
(about sth) 6 (with sb) (old-fashioned, informal 
to have a sexual relationship with sb: She's 
carrying on with her boss. 
@ v+ adv 

T also v + adv +-ing 

3 also v + adv + speech 
> ‘carry-on n 1 [usually sing.] (Bré. Informal) 
excited or noisy behaviour over sth that is not 
important; a fuss 2 (AmE) a small bag or case 
that you carry onto a plane with you: Zm travel- 
ling light. -I just have a carry-on. o Do you have 
any carry-on luggage? 


carry sth ‘on 1 to continue sth, especially sth 


that sb else has begun: Our children will carry 
this tradition on after us, > see also CARRY ON 12 
carry ‘on sth, carry itithem ‘on to do the activ- 
ity mentioned: We're trying to carry on a very 
important conversation! © They carried on a cor- 
respondence for over forty years. © to carry ona 
businessitrade conversation, correspond- 
ence, business conduct sth A noun 
must always follow on, but a pronoun comes 
between the verb and on. 

© Tvt+advin è vtnipront adv 

2v+adv+n « v+pront adv 


carry sth ‘out 1 to do sth that you said you 


would do or that you have been asked to do: to 
carry out a plania promiselan order o He had no 
intention of carrying out his threats. o She had 
carried out all his instructions, (084 threat. 
promise, order 2 to do and complete a task: to 
carry oul a survey/an investigation © to carry out 
repalrsichecksitests o to carry out research o It is 
not yet clear who carried out the attack. 
@ vtadvin + v+prontadv + v+ n + adv (less fre- 
quent) 
> ‘carry-out n (AmE, Scol E) a meal that you buy 
cooked from a restaurant and take away to eat 
somewhere else: Let's get a carry-out. 


carry sth ‘over 1 to delay sth until a later time: 


The game had to be carried over until Wednesday. 
© You can carry over 4 days’ leave to next year 
IR) postpone sth 2 to keep sth from one situ- 
ation and use or deal with it in a new situation: 
You should carry over what you learn in school 
into your everyday life. 3. CARRY STH FORWARD 1 
© vtadvtn + v+nipron+ ady 


eee bbe ede ee 


» ‘carry-over n 1 (finance) a total sum of money 
or an amount that is moved to the next col- 
umnpageyear, etc. 2 something that is kept 
from one situation or time and used in another 


carry sth ‘round (with you) (especially BrE) ~ 


CARRY STH AROUND (WITI YOU) 


carry ‘through (on/with sth) (Amz) to do and 


finish what vou have promised, agreed or 
arranged to do: He convinced us thai he would 
carry through withion his promise. 

@ viady 


carry sb ‘through: carry sb ‘through sth 


to help sb to deal with a difficult period: Her 
determination carried her through. o His cour- 
age helped to carry them through the difficult 
times. 

@ v+nipron + adv + v + n/pron + prep 


carry sth ‘through to finish a task, a plan, etc. 


successfully: Ske was determined to carry 
through her plans. o Once Helen has started a 
task, she'll carry it through to the end. 

plan, proposal, decision, reforms 

@ vtadv+n + v+n/pron + adv 


cart kat AmE kart} 
cart sth a'round (also cart sth a'bout/ round 


especially BrE) (with you) (informal) used to talk 
about carrying sth large, awkward or unimport- 
ant from one place to another or everywhere you 
go: I had to cart my shopping around with me all 
day. o He carts all sorts of useless stuff about. 
isYe) carry sth around (with you) onore formal), 
lug sth around (with you) 

@ v+nipront+ adv è v+adven 


cart sb/sth a'way/ off (informal) to take sb/sth 


away with some difficulty: Two players were 
carted off to hospital. © The police arrived and 
carted 4Grioters off to jail. 

take sb/sth away (more formal) 

Cart sb/sth away/off is ofien used in the 
passive: He was carted away by two policemen. 
@v+adv+n e v+nipron + adv 


Carve ‘kav, AME karv’ 


carve sth ‘out 1 (also carve sth ‘out of sth) 
(geology) to make a physical feature in the 
earth's surface over a long period of time 
through the action of water, ice, weather, etc: 
The valley was carved out by glaciers. In 
this meaning earve sth out is often used in the 
passive. 2 (for yourself) to build a successful car- 
eer, a good reputation, etc., often with difficulty 
or hard work: She carved out a unique niche for 
herself in the music business. > He’s carved out a 
successful career in the building industry. Ra) 
career, name, niche 
@ vtadvin + v+n/pron+ adv 
4 also v+nipron + adv + prep 


cast aside 


carve sb/sth ‘up (BrE, informal) 1 to wound sb 
or their face badly with a knife: He got carved up 
outside the pub last night. 2 to go past a moving 
vehicle ahead of you and then suddenly move in 
front of it ina dangerous way: / was carved up by 
a lunatic in a Porsche. o We saw the van carve up 
several cars, before turning left. person, car 
cut sb/sth up (Br) 
@ v+nipron+ adv « v+adv+n 

carve sth ‘up to divide a company. an area of 
land, ete. into parts and share them out: They 
carved the territory up into three provinces. © The 
thieves hurriedly carved up the loot. 
®© vtadv+n + vtnipron + adv 
» 'carve-up n [sing.] (BrE, informal) the act of 
dividing sth up into parts and sharing them out 


cash kef, 


cash ‘in (on sth) (informa?) to gain an advantage 
trom a situation in a way that people think is 
wrong or dishonest: Many businesses cashed in 
on the massive public interest in her death. o The 
new law means video pirates can no longer cash in 
by selling illegal copies. 
@ vitadv 

cash sth ‘in to exchange sth for money: Cash in 
any remaining travellers’ cheques when you 
return. o You will lose money if you cash your 
policy in eariy. 
EJ shares, policy 
®© v+adv+n è vtni/pron + adv 

cash ‘up (BrE) (AmE cash ‘out) to count the 
money that has been taken in a shop/store, res- 
taurant, etc. at the end of the day: We cash up at 
five o'clock. 
® vt adv 


cast kast; AmE kæst/ (cast, cast) 


‘cast a'round (BrE also cast a’bout) (for sth) 
(formal) to look around you to try to find sth; to 
try very hard to think of sth: He cast about for an 
escape route. o He was desperately casting 
around for anexcuse. o The company is having to 
cast around feverishly for ways to cut tts costs. 
This phrasal verb is usually used in writ- 
ten English. 
®© vitady 

cast sb/sth a'side (formal) to get rid of, or give 
no attention to, sb/sth that you no longer want or 
need: She just cast him aside when site got bored. 
© She has been able to cast aside C- stop using) er 
wheelchair. 
discard sb/sth 
@ v+advtn + v+n/pron + adv 

cast sth a'side (forma!) 1 to throw sth to one 
side: He castaside the newspaper impatiently. 2 to 
get rid of feelings, attitudes, etc. that are bad or 
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negative, or that stop you achieving sth: He cast 
aside all his inhibitions. o The speakers cast mod- 
esty aside and talked about their success. 
JFR) throw sth aside; toss sth aside (fess 
formal) 
@ vtadv+n « v+n/pron+adv 

be ‚cast a'way (on sth) to be left somewhere 
after your ship has been destroyed at sea: What 
would you do if you were cast away on a desert 
island? 
© betv+ adv 
> ‘castaway n a person whose ship has been des- 
troyed and who has managed to swim to an 
island, ete. 

cast sth ‘back (to sb/sth) to make yourself 
think about a particular time, 2 situation in the 
past, ctc: J cast my mind back to our first meel- 
ing all those years ago. 
only your mind 
@ vintadv 

cast sth ‘down (literary) if you cast your eyes 
down, you look down: She cast her eves down 


cast ‘on; cast sth ‘on (in knitting) to make the 


first row of stitches on a needle, or add new 
stitches: Cast on and Knit 10 rows. 
ad stitches cast off, cast sth off 
®© v+adv + vtadvtn + v+pron+adv + 
v+n + ady (rare) 


cast sb/sth ‘out; cast sb/sth ‘out of sth 


(formal to drive sb away; to get rid of sb/sth, 
especially by using force: She was cast oul by 
society. o He claimed to be able to cast out demons. 
© The villagers had been cast out of their homes. 
Cast sb out is often used in the passive. 
@ vtadv+n « v+n/pron+adv » 

¥ + n/pron + adv + prep 
+ ‘outcast n someone who is rejected and 
ignored hy other people and often has to leave 
their home and friends: She felt like @ social out- 
cast, © He was treated like an outcast by the other 
children. 
> ‘outcast ad) [only before noun] ignored or not 


accepted by other people: outcast members of 


society 
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situation: The snow catches us aut every year (= 
we are not prepared for it). o Many Investors 
were caught out by the collapse of the company. 
Catch sb out is often used in the passive. 
© v+nipron+ adv + v +adv +n (less frequent) 


catch ‘up (with sb/sth) (BrE also catch sb/sth 


'up) 4 to reach sb/sth ahead of you by going 
faster than them/it: She was walking so fast [had 
to run to catch up (with her). o The police car 
finally caught up with the van at the junction. 2 to 
reach the same level or standard as sb/sth else 
that was better or more advanced: We need to 
catch up with our competitors in Europe. o You'll 
have to work hard to catch up with the rest of the 
class. o When I went back to school J found I had 
a lot of catching up to do. 

@ v+adv + v+nipron+ adv « v+adv+n (rare) 


catch ‘up (with sth) 1 to spend extra time doing 


all the work, tasks, ete. that you should have done 
earlier: I'm so behind with my paperwork, it’s 
going to take me a week to caich up. 2 to find out 
ahout things that have happened: Come and stay 


cave 


work, sleep 2 to find out about things that have 
happened: It was good to see Patsy and catch up 
on all the gossip. 

-> see alsa CATCH UP (WITH STH) 

@ v + adv + prep 


catch ‘up with sb 1 if the police or people in 


authority catch up with sb, they finally find out 
that they have done sth wrong and punish them: 
They were involved in burglary for years before 
the police caught up with them. 2 (also catch up 
on sb less frequent) if sth vou have done or sth 
that has been happening to you catches up with 
you, it starts to cause you problems that you have 
so far managed to avoid: His past is finally catch- 
ing up with him. o The late nights were begin- 
ning to catch up with her. 3 (informal) to meet sb 
you have not seen for a while and hear their 
news: He just wants to rest and catch up with old 
friends. o Catch up with you later! o We've got a 
lot of catching up to do after all this time! B8) 
friends 

@ v+adv+ prep 


modestly while Jack was talking about her cast sb/sth ‘up (on sth) (literary) 1 if the sea for a few days, so that we have a chance to catch 


lbi only eyes lower sth (less formal) 

@ v+nipron+ adv « v+adv +n 

> ‘downcast (also cast 'down less frequent) adj 
(literary) downcast eyes are looking down 

> see alsa DOWNCAST at BE CAST DOWN 


be cast ‘down (by sth) (formal) to be sad or 
unhappy about sth: He is not easily cast down. 

@ be+vtadv 

> ‘downcast (also cast 'down less frequent) adj 
(literary) sad or unhappy: @ downcast expression 
© He looked so downcast I took pity on him. 

> see diso DOWNCAST at CAST STH DOWN 


cast ‘off, cast sth ‘off 4 to undo the ropes that 
are holding a boat in position so that it can start 
to move 2 (in knitting) to remove a row of 
stitches from the needle ina way that will make a 
finished edge: When the scarf is the right length, 
cast off DEJ stitches cast on, cast sth on 
@ vtadv « v+advin + v+prontady + 
v+n+adv (rare) 


cast sth ‘off (formal) 1 to take off a piece of 
clothing and throw it to one side: They cast off 
their clothes and jumped in the pool. QE) jacket, 
shoes, clothes 15 take sth off (/ess formal) 2 
to get rid of sth bad or sth that you do not like: 
She tried to cast off her upbringing. o [t's time to 
cast off those winter blues and burst into spring! 
@ vtadven è v¥+pront+ady è v+n+adv (rare) 

> ‘cast-off (especially BrO (AmE usually 'hand- 
me-down) n [usually pl.] a piece of clothing that 
the original owner no longer wants to wear: 
She's fed up with wearing her sister's cast-offs. 

» ‘cast-off adj [only before noun] that the ori- 
ginal owner no longer wants to wear or use: cast- 
off clothing © cast-off plastic bags 


casts sb/sth up on the Jand, it carries them/it in 
and leaves them/it there: A whale bone was cast 
upon the beach, wash up, wash sth up (less 
Jorma) fig Cast sb/sth up is often used in the 
passive in this meaning. 2 if you cast your eyes 
up, you look up: She cast her eves up to the ceiling 
and sighed. only eyes 

© vt n/pron + adv « v+advt+n 


catch {keetS/ (caught, caught kath 
‘catch at sth/sb to try to get hold of sth quickly: 


She tried to catch ata branch but couldn't reach. 
sb's hand/arm/sleeve clutch at sb/sth; 
grasp at sth/sb 

© v+prep 


catch ‘on (informal) 1 (to sth) to understand sth; 


to realize the truth of sth: He's very quick to catch 
on. © The students soon caught on to the idea that 
Phrasal verbs are not really difficult. o People are 
catching on to the fact that he’s a fraud. Y5 cot- 
ton on (to sth) 2 (with sb) to become popular or 
fashionable: It’s a good idea, but it'll never catch 
on. > Paying by credit card has only caught on 
recentiy here. o 3D films never caught on with a 
mass Gudience. 

@ v+adv 


‚catch sb ‘out 1 to trick sb into making a mis- 


take or doing sth wrong; to discover that sh does 
not know much or is doing sth wrong: The test 
isn't designed to catch you out. It's to see how 
much you've learnt. o The interviewer may try to 
catch you out with trick questions. o She reacted 
like a child caught out ina le. 2 (especially Brey it 
a situation, bad weather etc. catches sb out, it 
surprises them and puts them into a difficult 


up. ol] want to catch up with all your news. o 
We've got a lot of catching up to do after all this 
time. > see also CATCH UP ON STH 

@ v + adv 


catch sb ‘up (on sth) (AmE) to tell sb about 


things that have happened: You can catch me up 
on the news later 
@ v + nipron + adv 


catch sh/sth ‘up (BrE) 1 = CATCH up (WITH 


SBISTH) 1 You go ahead. Pu catch you up, o She 
caught the leader up and then overtook her. 2 = 
CATCH UP (WITH SB/STH) 2 This company is the 
most likely to catch up the market leader © She's 
training hard to catch her sister up. 


be/get caught ‘up in sth 1 to become involved 


in an unpleasant event or situation that you can- 
not escape from: A number of tourists got caught 
up in the riots. o children caught up in crime o 
Sorry I’m late -- I got caught up in a trafic jam. 
violence, war, events, traffic 2 to be com- 
pletely absorbed in an activity, your own feel- 
ings, etc: She got caught up in the excitement and 
drama of the auction. o I didn't hear you come in; 
I was so caught up in this book. 883 excitement, 
book 

®© be/get+v+adv+ prep 


catch ‘up on sb =carci UP WITH SR 2 Old age is 


catching upon me. 


catch ‘up on sth 1 to spend extra time doing all 


the work, tasks, ete. that you should have done 
earlier: I’ve got a lot of work to catch up on. of 
spent the weekend catching up on lost sieep. 


cater ketar) 


‘cater for sb/sth to provide everything that sb, a 
group of people or a situation needs or wants: 
The careers service caters for the needs of young 
people and adults. o The resort also caters for 
winter sports. 

BEJ needs, children, interests 

HZA Cater for sb/sth can be used in the passive: 
All age groups are well catered for: 

@ v +prep 

‘cater to sb/sth (disapproving) to provide sth 
that satisfies what a particular type of person 
wants: Endless media coverage catered to the pub- 
lic’s interest in the scandal. 

Cater to sb/sth can be used in the passive: 
Their every need was cutered to. 
@ v+prep 


Cave /kerv/ 


cave ‘in 4 (on sb/sth) if a roof, wall, etc. caves in, 
it falls down and inwards: The roof of the tunnel 
caved in on the workmen. [UE] roof, wall 2 (to 
sth) to finally do what sb wants you to do after 
you have resisted for a long time: The manage- 
ment refused to cave in to their demands. o Under 
his fierce questioning she caved in and toid him 
the truth. demands, pressure 
@ vt adv 
> ‘cave-in n 1 the fact of a roof, wall, etc. falling 
down and inwards: For the people inside the tun- 
nel there was a serious risk of flooding or a cave- 
in. 2 an instance of agreeing under pressure to 
do sth you do not want to do 
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centre (Br) AmE center) /'senta(r) 


‘centre around sb/sth; ‘centre sth around 
sb/sth (BrE also ‘centre round sb/sth, ‘centre 
sth round sb/sth) to be, or make sb/sth, the most 
important person or thing around which most 
activity takes place: The debate centres around 
the question of power o The case centred around 
the couple’s adopted children. o Her life was 
cenired entirely around her family. o The night- 
lije of the town is largely centred around the 
hotels. 

Centre sth around/round sb/sth is often 
used in the passive. 
® v+ prep è v+n/pron+ prep 

‘centre on sb/sth; ‘centre sth on sb/sth 
(also ‘centre upon sb/sth, ‘centre sth upon 
sb/sth more formal to give a lot of attention or 
thought to onc particular activity, idea or per- 
son, ete: The discussions centred on the hostage 
issue. © Public interest centred largely on the 
teain's stars. o The group has centred its attention 
on the need for reform. © His research is centred 
on the effects of unemployment. 

EEB Centre sth on/npon sb/sth is often used in 
the passive. 
@ v+ prep « v+n/pron+ prep 


chain item; 


Chain sb/sth ‘up (to sth) to fasten sb/sth to sth 
else with chains to stop them escaping or being 
Stolen: Td chain your bike up (to the fence) Just in 
case. o The prisoners were chained up in a dark 
cell. 

Chain shb/sth (to sth) can also be used with 
this meaning. 
@ v+ni/pron+ adv « v+adven 


chalk tjok; 


chalk ‘up sth; chalk itthem ‘up (informed 
to achieve a success, a victory a score ina game, 
etc: The team has chalked up its fifth win ina row. 
© This week Dee Brothers chaiked up 100 years of 
business in this town. 
fa,) success, victory, win 
A noun must always follow up, but a pro- 
noun comes between the verb and up. 
@ v+adv+n » v+pron+ adv 

chalk sth ‘up to sth (informa) to think that sth 
happens as a result of sth else: We can chalk our 
recent victories up to a lot of luck. o When the goal 
was disallowed they chalked it up to a bad ref- 
eree decision. 
attribute sth to sth (forma/), put sth 
down to sth 
$ v+nipron + adv + prep 
chalk it up to ex'perience (spoken, espe- 
cially AME) used to say that you can learn from 
sth bad that has happened to you 


Peen dee Pee meee PT RPP PER SETTER PER AANT Ad et beseech eae 


chance {tfams: AmE tfens} 
‘chance on/upon sb/sth (ormat to meet sb or 


find sth when you do not expect to: J chanced on 
an. old school friend in town. o He chanced upon a 
volume of Japanese poetry in a bookshop. 

© v+prep 


change ftfemds; 
change sb/sth a'round (especially AME) - 


CHANGE SB/STH ROUND 


change ‘back 1 (into sth) to take off your 


clothes and put on what you were wearing earl- 
ler: DH just change back into my tracksull. 2 
{into/te sb/sth) to return to an earlier state or 
form: When vou double click on SELECT. the 
screen changes back to the main design screen. © 
Slowly the angry animal changed back into its 
normai calm self 

@ v+ady 


change sth ‘back (iInto/to sth) to exchange an 


amount of money into the system of money 
(currency) that it was in before: Can I change 
these dollars back into sterling? 

@ v+n/pron+ adv + v + adv +n (less frequent) 


change ‘down (into/to sth) (BrE) to move the 


stick that controls the speed in a vehicle into a 
position suitable for slower speeds (a lower 
gear): Change down into second as you approach 
the corner. 

re change up (ntoto sth) 

@ vtady 


change ‘Into sth to put on different clothes: We 


quickly changed into our swimsuits. od didn't 
bring anything to change into. 
@ v+prep 


‚Change ‘into sth; change sb/sth ‘into sth 


to change, or ta make sb/sth change, into sth dif- 
ferent: The castle has changed into a hotel. o The 
handsome prince was changed into a frog. 

2O turn into sth, turn sb/sth into sth 

@® v+ prep + v+n/pron+ prep 


change ‘out of sth to take off the clothes you are 


wearing and put on different ones: J must change 
out of these wet clothes before I get a chill. o She 
changed out of her suit as soon as she came home. 
@ v+adv+prep 


change ‘over 1 (from sth) (to sth) to stop using 


one system or thing and start using another: 
The magazine changed over from pink paper to 
white in 1917.0 We're changing over to a new 
computer system. switch over (from sth) (to 
sth) 2 (to sth) (BrE) to change from watching one 
television channel to watching another: J 
changed over to BBCI to see the football. o Can we 
change over? 33) switch over (from sth) (to 
sth); turn over (to sth) 

@ v+adv 
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» ‘changeover n a change from one system or 
thing to another: The changeover to the new sys- 
tem will take place gradually oa changeover 
period 

change ‘over/round (BrE if two people 
change over/round, they move to where the 
other person was before or do what the other per- 
son was doing: Can you and Phil change round? 
You're too tall to stand in the front row. © When 
you get tired of driving we can change over. 
SYN) swap around/over/round (infor mal, espe 
cially BrE) 
@ v + adv 

change sb/sth ‘round (especially BrE) (AmE 
usually change sb/sth a'round) to move objects, 
such as furniture, or people into different pos- 
itions: Who's changed the desks around? © You're 
always changing this room round! (= making it 
look different by moving the furniture, etc.) o 
The Yankees keep changing their players around. 
GEJ room, furniture iS¥) swap sb/sth around/ 
over/round (especially Bri} 
@ v+nipron+ adv è vt+adv +n (less frequent) 

change ‘up (Into/to sth) (BrE) to move the stick 
that controls the speed in a vehicle into a pos- 
ition suitable for faster speeds (a higher gear): 
Change up into fourth gear not. 
change down (into/to sth) 
@ vt adv 


cha rge jtJadg; AmE tfard3/ 


‘charge sb with sth; ‘charge sb with doing 
sth (formal to give sb a duty, responsibility or 
task: A solicitor was charged with administering 
the estate. 

ER These phrasal verbs are often used in the 
passive. 
® v +n/pran + prep 


charm tiem AmE tfarm/ 


charm sth ‘out of sb if you charm money or 
information out of sb, you obtain it by using 
your power to please or attract people: She man- 
aged to charm £20 out of Aim. 
®© v + n/pron+ adv + prep 


chase jtfeis/ 


chase a'round (BrE also chase a'bout/round) 
to be very busy, rushing from one place to 
another: I've been chasing around ail morning 
trying to find a gift for my sister. 
$ v+ adv 

chase sb/sth a'way/'off/out to force sb/sth to 
run away by running after them or threatening 
them: He chased the attackers away by firing 
shots into the air. 
@ v+n/pron+adv + v+adv+n 


cheat 


chase sb/sth ‘down (Amk, tnformai) to try 
hard to get sth or find sb/sth that you need or 
want: I’ve been trying to chase Sum down all day! 
seek sh/sth out (nore forma), track sb/sth 
down 
© v+n/pron+ adv + vtadvtn 

chase sb/sth ‘off = CHASE SB/STH away/orri 
OUT, ETC, 

chase sb/sth ‘out = CHASE SB/STH AWAY/OFE/ 
OUT, ETC. 

chase ‘round (BrE) = cuash AROUND 

chase sb/sth ‘up (informal) 1 to contact sb and 
remind them to do sth they have said they would 
do or that they ought to do: PH chase him up and 
Jind out what’s going on. © l is his job to chase up 
clients with outstanding debts. o Could you chase 
up those late replies (= remind pecple to reply). 2 
to try to find sb/sth that you need; to try to get 
more information about sb/sth: We re chasing up 
two other people who were at the party. o TH chase 
up references to the battle in the library. 
® v+nipron+adv « vt+advin 


chat jt fet: itt- 


chat sb ‘up (informal 1 (BrE) to talk in a 
friendly way to sb because you are sexually 
attracted to them: Who was that girl you were 
chatting up last night? 2 (especially AmE) to talk 
to sb ina friendly way because you want them to 
do sth for you or to give you sth: You'll have to 
chat the boss up if you want some days off 
@ v+npron+ adv + v+advin 
» ‘chat-up n (BrE. informa) an attempt to talk in 
afriendly way to sb you are sexually attracted to: 
He was trying some old chat-up Lines. 


cheat tfit; 


‘cheat sb of sth (also cheat sb ‘out of sth) to 
prevent sb from having sth, especially in an 
unfair or dishonest way: He had cheated the tax- 
man of £60 000. o He was cheated out of his right- 
ful inheritance. 
@ vtni/pron+ prep « v + n/pron + adv + prep 

‘cheat on sb to be unfaithful to your husband, 
wife or partner by secretly having sex with sb 
else: He was the last to Know that she had been 
cheating on him. 
wife, partner, etc. 
® v+ prep 

‘cheat on sth to fail to do sth you have agreed or 
promised to do: The government have cheated on 
their commitment not to raise taxes. 
agreement, commitment 
@ v+ prep 

cheat sb ‘out of sth =CHEAT 5B oF STH 
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check jtfek; 
check ‘in 1 (at sth) to go to an official desk at a 


Check on sb/sth can be used in the pas- 
sive: The children were put to bed and then not 
checked on again. + Check sth can also be used 


check sth ‘over (also check ‘through sth) to „chew sb ‘out (AmE, informal) to tell sb angrily 
examine sth written or printed carefully to make that they have done sth wrong: He got chewed out 


hotel, an airport, etc. and tell sb that you have 
arrived: After checking in, we went out for a meal. 
o You must check in at desk 25an hour before take- 
off -> see also CHECK INTO STH 1 2 (with sb) (espe- 
cially AmE) to contact sb to let them know where 
you are or what you are doing: F have to check in 
with my boss every three hours. report in 
(to sb/seth) 

@ vtadv 

> ‘check-in 7 1 (U] the act of telling an official at 
an airport that you have arrived, showing them 
your ticket, etc: the check-in desk 2 [C] TU} the 
place at an airport where you go to say you have 
arrived, show your ticket, etc: There were long 
queues at the check-in. 

check sb ‘In to take sb's name when they arrive 
at a hotel or an airport, look at their ticket, etc: 
Write all the names of the guests in this book as 
they are checked in.o Ail the passengers have 
been checked in. 

Da; guests, passengers 

@ v+nipron+ adv è v+advtn 

check sth ‘in to leave or accept bags, cases, ete. 
to be put ona plane or a train: When we arrived at 
the airport we checked our bags in straight away. 

BEJ luggage, bags 

© v+nipron+adv « vtadvtn 

check ‘into sth 1 to arrive at a hotel, private 
hospital, etc. to begin your stay there: I arrived 
in Boston and checked into my hotel. o She's 
checked into a private clinic for drug rehabilita- 
tion, GEJ) hotel, motel, clinic IE book into sth 
yorr) check out of sth > see also CHECK IN 1 2 to 
try to find out more about sth or discover the true 
facts about sth: The police are checking into the 
cause of the crash. look into sth 

© v+ prep 

check sth ‘off 4 to put a mark beside items ona 
list to show that they are correct, present or have 
been dealt with: lve checked off ali the furniture 
on. the list. o He checked everyone’s name off as 
they arrived. tick sth off 2 (especially 
AmE) to put a mark in 4 box on a document to 
give an answer to a question, choose sb/sth, ete: 
Some voters wrote in names instead of checking 
off the candidates listed. Check sth is usu- 
ally used with this meaning. 

@ vtadv+n + vt+nipron+ adv 


with these meanings. 
® v+ prep 


check ‘out (especialiy AmE) if facts, etc. check 


out, they can be shown to be correct or true: His 
story doesn’t check out. story, reference 
@ vtady 


check ‘out; check ‘out of sth 1 (AmE, infor- 


mal, becoming old-fashioned) to leave a place or 
finish an activity: The climb was too difficult so I 
checked out early. o He can’t just check out on us 
like that! o Let's check out af here. 2 to leave a 
hotel, a hospital, etc. where you have been stay- 
ing: She checked out this morning. © He decided to 
check out of the hospital and go home. hotel, 
motel, hospital check in; check into sth 
& vtadv « v+adv + prep 

» ‘checkout n (AmE) [U] the act or time of leav- 
ing a hotel at the end of your stay: Checkout is 10 
a.m., o checkout time 

+ see also CHECKOUT at CHECK OUT, CHECK SB OUT 


check ‘out. check sb ‘out (AmE) if you 


check out in a shop/store, or sb checks you out, 
you find out how much you have to pay and vive 
sb the money: You can check out at aisle eight. o 
The girl who checked me out looked at me 
strangely. 

@ vt+adv + v+nipron + adv 

» ‘checkout z the place where you pay for the 
goods you are buying in a supermarket: There 
were huge queues at the checkout. oa Supermar- 
ket checkout 

> see also CHECKOUT at CHECK OUT, CHECK OUT 
OF STH 


check sb/sth ‘out 14 (especially AmE) to find out 


if sth is true or correct or if sb is honest, truthful, 
reliable, ete: Check him out before you give him the 
Job, © Police have checked out his story. o We need 
to check out whether the company is reliable, 83) 
story, claim, company 2 (informal, especiaily 
AME) to look at sb/sth because they/it seem inter- 
esting or attractive: Check out our new fashion 
range! © It’s worth checking out that new restaur- 
ant, © Check out that gorgeous guy over there! 

@ vtadven + v+ni/pron+ adv 


check sth ‘out (Am) to borrow sth such as a 


book or a video from a library: I checked out three 
books from the library. 
book, video 


sure that it is correct: [ve got to check over my 

work for spelling before I hand it in. o You should 

get someone to check the letter over for you. 

@ vtadvin«vtprontady è v+n + adv (less fre- 
quent) « v+ prep 


check ‘through sth (also check it, them, etc. 


‘through less frequent) = CHECK STH OVER Check 
through your notes carefully. o There were 23 files 
to look at, and Tim spent half his day checking 
through them ail 

A noun must always follow through. A 
pronoun can come between the verb and through 
or after through. 

@ vtprep » v+pron+ adv (less frequent) 


check ‘up (especially BrE) 1 (on sb) to make sure 


that sb is doing what they should be doing, or 
that what they have said about themselves is 
true. They always check up on prospective 
employees. o I won't have you checking up on me 
like that! © I'd better check up to see the kids are 
OK. 2 (on sth) to find out if sth is true or correct: 
to find out what is happening: J think the train's 
atten o'clock, bui Pil phone the station to check up. 
© I went to the library to check up on a few things. 
Check and check sth can also be used with 
these meanings. 

-> see also CHECK ON SB/STH 

@ v+ adv 

+ ‘check-up 7 an examination by your doctor to 
see how healthy you are: to go for a check-up oa 
routine check-up 


cheer than AmEtfor/ 
cheer sb ‘on to encourage sb, especially sb ina 


race or competition, by shouting: The crowd 
cheered the runners on. 
@ v+nipron+ adv « v+advin 


cheer ‘up. cheer sb/yourself ‘up to become, 


or to make sb/yourself, happier or more cheerful: 
She seems to have cheered up since Saturday. 
Cheer up! o Nothing could cheer him up. o She 
bought some chocolates to cheer herself up. 
brighten up: liven up, liven sb/sth up 

@ v+adv + v+nipront+adyv + vtadvtn 


cheer sth ‘up to make a room, etc. brighter and 


more cheerful: Flowers always cheer up a room. 
room brighten sth up; liven sth up 
@ v+adv+n » v+n/pron+ adv 


by Als teacher for being late. 
tell sb off (for sth/for doing sth); repri- 
mand sb (formal) 
@ vt n/pron+ adv + v+advtn 
chew sth ‘over (also ‘chew on sth) (both iyor- 
~ mal) to think about or discuss sth carefully and 
in detail: He spent the weekend chewing over the 
problem. 
problem. idea 
®vtady+n è v+n/pron + adv 
chew sth ‘up 1 to bite sth unti it is completely 
soft or destroyed: The baby chewed the cookie up 
and swallowed it. 2 (informal if a machine 
chews sth up, it damages or destroys it: The cas- 
sette player’s chewed the tape up again. 
@ v+nipront+ adv è v+advtn 


chicken 'tfikm/ 


chicken ‘out. chicken ‘out of sth: 
chicken ‘out of doing sth (informa) to 
decide not to do sth because you are afraid: fF T 
don't fight him, everyone will say that I chickened 
out. © She chickened out of telling him the truth. 
bottle out, bottle out of sth, bottle out of 
doing sth 
@ vtadv + v+adv+ prep 


chill su; 


chili ‘out (informa) to relax completely and not 
get upset or excited about anything: Chill out! 
We'll get there on time! o I spent most of the 
weekend chilling out at my friend's house. 
@ v+adv 
» 'chill-out adj [only before noun] that helps you 
to relax or makes you feel relaxed: chill-out music 
o a chillout room (= a place at a club, etc. where 
you can relax when you do not want to dance) 


chime tfan 


chime ‘in (with sth) (informal) to join in a conver- 
sation suddenly or interrupt sb: Absolutely!’ she 
chimed in eagerly. o He kept chiming in with his 
GWN OPINIONS. 
@ vtadv + vt+adv+ speech 

chime ‘in with sth: ‘chime with sth (formal 
to agree with sth; to be similar to sth: Ais policies 
chimed in with the national mood at the time. 
fit in with sth 


‘check on sb/sth 1 to make sure that sb is safe, Bilan ad eueadern 
happy. etc. or that sth is progressing as it should P l i 
be: I'll just check on dinner: o The doctor visited ‚Check sb/sth 'over to examine a person or an 


These phrasal verbs are usually used in 
written English. 
@ v + adv + prep + v+prep 


chew itiu; 
‘chew on sth 4 (a/so ‘chew at sth) to bite sth con- 


every day to check on my pragress. progress, 
children, patient 2 to find out if sth is true or 
correct, especially sth that sb has said about 
themselves: Do you always check on future 
employees? o Will you check on his address? > see 
also CHECK UP 


animal to make sure that they are healthy; to 
examine a machine, etc. to make sure it is work- 
ing correctly: The doctor would like to check you 
over © I got the car checked over before the trip. 
look sb/sth over; examine sb/sth (more 
formal) 

@ v+nipron+adv + v+adven 


tinuously, especially because you are nervous or 
to test your teeth: He chewed on his bottom lip as 
he considered the question. 2 (informal -. CHEW 
STH OVER Why don’t we chew on it for a while? 

@ v+prep 


chip ‘thp/ epr) 


chip a'way at sth (used especially in the pro- 
gressive tenses) to make sth smaller or weaker by 


chip away 48 


was chipping away at the rocks, looking for fos- 
siis. o (figurative) The government seems to be 
chipping away at people's rights. 
© v+adv+prep 

chip sth a'way/off. chip sth ‘off sth to 
remove sth by continuously breaking off small 
pieces: She used a hammer to chip away the stone. 
© d chipped the rust off the box with a knife. 
© viadvtn + v+n/pron+adv + v+n/pron+ prep 

chip ‘in (with sth) (ayormal) 4 to join in or inter- 
rupt a conversation; to add sth to a conversation: 
Feel free to chip in Uf I've forgotten to mention any- 
thing. o She chipped in with some interesting 
remarks. 2 (also chip ‘in sth) to give some money 
so that a group of people can buy sth together: 
Has everyone chipped in for the present? o The 
company has chipped in with a $200 donation. o 
Let's all chip in five dollars, BW club together 
(to do sth) 
®© v+adv 2 also v +adv+n 

chip sth ‘off; chip sth ‘off sth = cine sta away/ 
OFF, CHIP STH OFF STH 

chip ‘off, chip ‘off sth if paint or a surface 
chips off, it comes off in small pieces: The var- 
nish is chipping off o Most of the paint had 
chipped olf the gate. 
@ v+adv è vtprep 


Chivvy ;'tfivi/ (chivvies, chivvying, chivvied, 
chivvied) 


,chivvy sb a'long (8r£, informal to try to make 
sb move faster or do sth more quickly: T'he 
teacher chivvied the children along. 
hurry sb/sth along 
@ v+n/pron + adv è v+adven 


choke /tfook: AmE tfouk; 


choke sth 'back to try to step yourself from 
showing a strong emotion, or saying sth that 
might upset sb: Ye choked back his tears. © A pro- 
test rose to her lips, but she choked it back. 
tears, sobis) 
Choke sth back is not used in the passive. 
@ vtadv+n « v+a/pron+ adv 

choke sth ‘off 1 to prevent or stop sth: High 
interest rates have choked off investment. KE 
demand, investment 2 to stup or interrupt sth: 
His words were choked off by the sudden screams. 
@ vtadv+n e v+n/pront adv 

choke ‘up; choke sb ‘up to become, or to 
make sb, so upset that yowthey are unable to 
speak: That song really chokes me up. o He gets 
choked up just remembering the day she left. 
Choke sb up is usually used in the passive 
with be or get. 
@ v+adv « v+nipron+ adv 


chop jtfop; AmE tiop Oppe 


‘chop at sth: chop a'way at sth to aim blows 
at sth with a sharp heavy tool: They chopped at 
the undergrowth with their machetes. 
© v+ prep + v+adv+prep 

chop sth ‘down to make sth such as a tree fall 
down by cutting it at the base with a sharp tool: 
They re chopping down thousands of trees every 
year 
tree 387 cut sth down 
@ vt adv+n + v+n/pron + adv 

chop sth ‘off; chop sth ‘off sth to remove sth 
by cutting it with a sharp heavy tool: The king 
had his head chopped off o She chopped a branch 
off the tree. 
cut sth off, cut sth off sth 
@® vtnipron+adv + v+adv+n + v+n/pron + prep 

chop sth ‘up to cut sth into small pieces with a 
knife or a sharp tool: Shall we chop these logs up 

for firewood? o I shall have to chop her food up 
very small for her. o Chop up the onion into small 
pieces. 

cut sth up 

-> see aiso HACK STH UP 

© vitnipron+ady èe v+adven 


chow /tfau/ 


Chow ‘down (on sth) (Ams, informal to eat a lot 
of food: We chowed down on fried chicken and 
salad. 

@ vtadyv 


chuck /t/ak; 
Chuck is an informal way of saying 
throw. 
chuck sth a'way (BrE, informal) 1 to not make 
good use of sth; to waste sth: She's chucking all 
her money away on presents for him. o It’s too 
good an opportunity to chuck away 2 (also 
chuck sth ‘out) to throw sth away because you 
no longer want or need it: We chucked the old sofa 
away. > Don’t chuck yesterday's paper out. | stiil 
haven't done the crossword. 
257 throw sth away 
© v+nipron+ adv + v+ady +n 
huck it down (aiso ‘chuck down, ‘chuck 
down sth less frequent) (BrE, informal) to rain 
very heavily: I teas chucking il down outside. 
pour down (BrE) 
Ti Chuck it down and chuck down are 
always used with the subject #. 
@ vitit+ady « vtadv + v+adv+n 
chuck sth ‘in (BrE, informal) to include sth 
extra with what you are selling or offering with- 
out increasing the price: if you buy the freezer 
and the fridge we'll chuck in a toaster. 
throw sth in 
@ vtadv+n « v+nipron+ adv 


o 
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chuck sth ‘in‘up (BrE, informal to decide to 
stop doing sth such as a job or a course of study: 
What made you decide to chuck in your course? © I 
feel like chucking it all in and going back to 
Africa. 
Job, course jack sth In (BrE), pack 
sth in (Gr£), give sth up 
Chuck sth in/up cannot be used in the 
passive. 
@ viadvtn « v+nipron+ adv 

chuck sb ‘out: chuck sb ‘out of sth (ia/or- 
mad to force sh to leave a place, a job, etc: Mer 
parents chucked her out when she got pregnant. 
throw sb out, throw sb out of sth; turn sb 
out (from sth), turn sb out of sth 
® v+nipron+ adv è vt+advtn + 

v+nipron+ adv + prep 

chuck sth ‘out (spoken, informal) 1 to reject a 
plan, a proposal, etc: The committee chucked my 
proposal out.2 -CHUCK STH AWAY 2 
throw sth out 
@ v+n/pron+ adv è vtadv+n 


chuck sth 'up (BrE) CHUCK STH INÍUP 


chug 'tfag/ cas-) 

chug a'long (informal) to make steady but slow 
progress: ‘Hi! How are things?’ ‘Oh, fine, just 
chugging along.’ 
@ v+adv 


churn rfn AmEtfs:rn/ 


churn sth ‘out (informal) to produce sth quickly 
in large amounts: She churns out trashy roman- 
tic novels. o They churn out 3 000 identical toy 
trains every day. 
@ vt+advin +è v+n/pront adv 

churn sb ‘up (informal to make sb feel very 
upset, worried, frightened or angry: When I 
drove away from the house for the last time, Iwas 
churned up inside. 
@ v+nipron+adv è v+adv+n 

churn sth ‘up to move sth such as mud or water 
around and damage or disturb the surface: Cars 
and motorbikes had churned up the field. o seas 
churned up by the storm o (figurative) His visit 
churned up bitter memories. 
earth/ground, mud, water 
@ v+advi+n « v+nipront+ adv 


claim ‘klem/ 


Glaim sth ‘back to ask for sth to be returned to 
you: Claim pour expenses back from the company. 
tax, money 
@ vtnipron+ adv è vtadvin 


clean out 


clam {em} (-mm-) 


clam ‘up (on sb) (informal to refuse to speak 
about sth because you are afraid, or want to keep 
it secret: He always clams up when we ask about 
his family. 
& v + adv 


cla Mp ‘klemp/ 


clamp ‘down: clamp ‘down on sbisth 
(informal) to become strict about sth in order to 
prevent sth happening, especially a crime, a pro- 
test, etc: The government intends to clamp down 
on drug smuggling. 
crack down, crack down on sb/sth 
© v+adv + v+adv+ prep 
» ‘clampdown (on sb/sth) z sudden action that is 
taken by a government or other authority to stop 
acrime, a protest, ete. 

‘clamp ‘on sth; clamp sth 'on sb/sth (espe- 
cially AmE) to force sb to accept sth unpleasant: 
The army clamped on a curfew after the riots. © 
The army clamped a curfew on the refugee camps. 
®© vt+advin + v+pron+adv (rare) + 

v+nipron + prep 


claw jklo:/ 

‘claw at sb/sth to try tocatch sb/sth or seratch or 
tear sbfsth with sharp, curved nails (claws) or 
with your fingernails: The cat was clawing at the 
door. © She tried to claw at his face. 
© v+prep 

claw sth ‘back (especially BrE 1 to work hard 
to get sth back that you have lost: They're trying 
to claw back their share of the market. 2 if a gov- 
ernment claws back money it has paid to 
people, it gets it back, usually by taxing them: 
The government are clawing back age allowances 
in tax. 

@ v+advin « v+n/pront+ adv 

» ‘clawback n (BrE, business) the act of a gov- 
ernment getting back in tax the money it has 
paid to people: the money that is paid back 


clean klin; 


clean sth 'down (BrE) to clean sth thoroughly 
by wiping or brushing it: Clean down ail the 
walls before repainting ther. 
@ vtadv+n + v+nipron+ adv 

clean sth ‘off, clean sth ‘off sth to remove 
sth from the surface of sth by brushing, wiping, 
ete: She couldn't be bothered to clean her make-up 
off o How can I clean red wine off the carpet? 
@® vt nipron+adv + vtadv+n + v+n/pron+ prep 

clean sb/sth ‘out; clean sb/sth ‘out of sth 
(informal) to use up or take all sb's money; to 
take or buy the whole supply of sth that sh has: 
Buying drinks for everyone cleaned me out. o it’s 
been a great year for sales. We're completely 
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cleaned out (= we've sold all our supply). © The 
Stall was cleaned out of newspapers by 6.00a.m. © 
Burglars had cleaned the place out (= had stolen 
everything). 
© v+nipront+ady è v+nipron+ adv + prep 
clean sth ‘out to clean the inside of sth thor- 
oughly: We clean the stables out every day. 
@ vinipron+ady + v+adven 
> ‘clean-out n [usually sing.] (especially BrED an 
occasion when you clean a room, house, cup- 
board, etc. thoroughly; the activity of cleaning a 
room, house, cupboard, ete. thoroughly 
clean ‘up (informal) to be very successful: to win 
a lot of money or prizes: The movie cleaned up at 
the awards ceremony. 
© vt adv 
‘clean ‘up; clean yourself ‘up to wash your- 
self or make yourself clean: TH just clean up 
before dinner. © They cleaned themselves up and 
put on iheir best clothes. o It's time you got 
cleaned up and ready for the even ing. 
$ v+adv « v+pron+ adv 
clean ‘up; clean sth ‘up to remove dirt, etc. 
from a place and make it clean: I’ve got to clean 
up before my parents get home, o Who's going to 
clean the place up after you? o How often is the 
trash and litter cleaned up? 
mess, house, environment 
@ vtadv e v+adv+n + v+n/pron+ adv 
> ‘clean-up 7 [usually sing.] the act of removing 
dirt, etc. from a place to clean it 
-> see aiso CLEAN-UP at CLEAN STH UP 
clean sb ‘up to clean sb thoroughly: Dad cleaned 
me up after I fell over in the mud. 
@ v+n/pron+ adv « vtadvt+n 


clean sth up to remove criminals, crime or 
immoral behaviour from a place or an organiza- 
tion: The mayor is determined to clean up the city 
and make ita safer place to live. o Thecompany is 
trying to clean up its image. 

city, image 

@ vtadv+n « v+nipron + adv 

[Mclean up your ‘act to start behaving in a 
responsible way 

> ‘clean-up 7 [usually sing.] the act of removing 
crime or immoral behaviour from a place or an 
organization 

-> see also CLEAN-UP at CLEAN UP, CLEAN STH UP 


Clear klor): AmE ki 


‚clear a'way; clear sth a'way (especially BrE) 
to remove things that you have been using and 
no longer need in order to leave a clear space: I'll 
help you to clear away after tea. ò to clear away 
the dishes o Can you clear your books away? 

© v+adv + v+nipron+ adv + v+adven 
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Clear sb a'way (AmE) to make sb leave a place: 
The police cleared the demonstrators away. 
@ v+nipron+ adv èe v+adven 


Clear ‘off (informal, especially BrE) to go or run 


away: You've no right to be here. Clear off! 5 He 
cleared off as soon as he heard the police car oI 
asked if Icould play with them, but they told me to 
clear off home. 

@ vt adv 


Clear ‘out: clear ‘out of sth (informal) to 
leave a place quickly: Would it be better for you if 


I just cleared out and went back to London? o I 
told him to clear out af the house by Monday. 

get out, get out of sth 

© vtadv + vt+adv+prep 


Clear sth ‘out to make sth empty and clean by 


removing what you do not want: / cleared out ali 
the cupboards, 

HR tidy sth out (BrE) 

@ vt+advtn + v+i/pron+ady 

» ‘clear-out n [usually sing.] (informal, espe- 
cially BrE) the act of throwing away all the 
things you no longer want or need or of getting 
rid of people you no longer want: a clearout of 
staff to reduce the wages bill 


Clear ‘up if the weather clears up, it becomes 


brighter and rain, etc. moves away: For a week, it 
rained all day and cleared up in the evening. 

i875) brighten up 

@® v+adv 


Clear ‘up; clear sth ‘up 1 to make sth clean 


and neat: PH help you clear up. o Clear up the 
mess in here before you go. mess )8YN) tidy 
up. tidy sth up (especially BrE) 2 if an illness, 
infection, etc. clears up or sth clears it up, it 
disappears: The rash cleared up very quickly. > 
The antibiotics should clear up the infection. GBI 
rash, infection 

@ v+adv + v+nipron+adv è vtadven 


clear sth ‘up to solve a problem: to find an 


explanation for sth: to clear up a mystery olm 
Blad we've cleared that misunderstanding up. 
confusion, matter, problem, mystery 

@ vt+advtn + v+n/pron + adv 


climb fklarm/ 
‚Climb ‘down (over sth) (informal) to admit that 


you are wrong or have made a mistake; to change 
your position in an argument: The president was 
forced to climb down and issue an apology. 

back down (on/from sth); give in (to sb/sth) 
@ vtadv 

» ‘climbdown (over sth) n an act of admitting 
that you are wrong or have made a mistake: an 
act of changing your position in an argument 


ol Pee eer ee Le | 


cl ing ‘kin / (clung, clung ‘klan/) 


‘cling to sth; cling ‘on to sth to be unwilling to 
stop doing, believing or thinking about sth; to be 
unwilling to get rid of sth: I stili cling to the hope 
that he's alive. o She's clinging on to the past. 

a.) past, power, tradition 
@ v+prep + v+adv + prep 


clock /kivk: AmE klak; 


clock ‘in/‘on; clock sb 'in/on (BrE) to record 
the time that you arrive at work, especially by 
putting a card into a machine; to do this for sb or 
check the time they arrive at work: We arrived 
and clocked on for the night shift. 
punch In, punch sb in (Amz) 
clock offfout 
@ vtadyv + v+nipran+ adv 

clock ‘in at sth to last or take a particular 
amount of time; to cost a particular amount of 
money: The fastest runner clocked in at 3 minutes 
40 seconds. 
© v+ adv + prep 

clock ‘off/out; ‘clock sb ‘off/out (BrE) to 
record the time that you leave work, especially 
by putting a card into a machine; to do this for sb: 
Don't forget to clock off when you leave. 
punch out, punch sb out (AmE) 
clock imon, clack sb inion 
@& vt adv « vtnipron + ady 

clock ‘on; clock sb ‘on (BrE) = CLOCK IN/ON, 
CLOCK $B IN/ON 

clock ‘out; clock sb ‘out (BrE) = CLOCK OFF/ 
OUT, CLOCK SH OFF/QUT 

clock sth ‘up (informad to win or achieve a par- 
ticwar number or amount: We've clocked up 500 
miles (= we've travelled 500 miles) today. o The 
company has clocked up record exports this year. 
miles, years 2378) notch sth up 
© vtadvin +» v+nipron + adv (rare) 


Clog (king: AmE kia:9/ gg- 


clog ‘up (with sth), clog sth ‘up (with sth) to 
become, or to make sth, blocked so that nothing 
can move: The pipe had clogged up (with mud). © 
The roads were clogged up with traffic. 
roads, pipes block up, block sth up 
Clog and clog sth are used with a similar 
meaning. 
@® vt+adv e v+adv+n + v+n/pron+ adv 


close /klauz; AmE klouz/ 


close a'round sb/sth (BrE also close 
a'bout/round sb/sth) to surround sb/sth, hold- 
ing them/it tightly: His fingers closed around her 
wrist. o (figurative) The darkness of the night 
was closing about him. 
@ v+prep 


close out 


close ‘down (BrE) if a radio or television sta- 


{ion closes down, it stops broadcasting pro- 
grammes at the end of the day 

@® v+adv 

P '‘closetown 7 [sing.] the end of broadcasting 
on television and radio until the next day 

-> see also CLOSE-DOWN at CLOSE DOWN, CLOSE 
STH DOWN 


close ‘down: close sth ‘down if a shop/ 


store, business, etc. closes down, or sb closes it 
down, it stops operating as a business, usually 
permanently: Many businesses have closed down 
because of the recession. o The government has 
closed down most of the mines. o The hospital 
closed down last year. 

337) shut down, shut sth down 

open up, open sth up 

[iS Close and close sth are also used with this 
meaning: The factory was closed last year. 

@ vtadv e vt+ady+n + v+nipron+ adv 

> ‘close-down 7 [U] [sing.] the stopping of work, 
especially permanently, in an office, factory, etc. 
> see aiso CLOSE-DOWN at CLOSE DOWN 


close ‘in 1 (on sb/sth) to come nearer to and sur- 


round sb/sth in a frightening way or in order to 
attack them: The enemy is closing in. o The fog 
was closing in on us. 2 (especially BrE) when the 
days close in, they gradually become shorter: 
The daysinighis are closing in now that 
autumnifall is here. o The evenings are closing in 
fast. IE) draw in (BrE) 

@ v+ adv 


close sth ‘off (to sb/sth} to put sth across the 


entrance to a read, a room, etc. so that people 
cannot go in: Police have closed the area off to 
traffic. o (figurative) We don’t want to close off 
any options. 

@ v+nipront+ adv + vtadven 


‘close on sb/sth (rE) to make the distance 


between you and sb/sth else smaller, for example 
in a race: I was slowly closing on the runner 
ahead of me. 

® v* prep 


‘close on/over sth to surround sth, covering it 


or holding it tightly: His fingers closed over the 
money. 
® v+prep 


close ‘out (AmE) if a shop/store closes out it 


sells everything very cheaply before it stops 
operating as a business: The store is closing out 
on Monday with discounts of up to 75%. 

@® v+adv 

> ‘closeout n (AmE) an occasion when a 
shop/store sells all remaining goods very 
cheaply before it stops operating: a closeout sale 
In British English, this is called a closing- 
down sale. 


close out 52 


close sth ‘out 1 to prevent light, sound, etc. 


from entering a place: We need a curtain up there 
to close out the light. GBD light, noise SEY] shut 
sb/sth out 2 (4m&, informal) to bring sth to an 
end: The vote closed out the three-day debate. 3 
(AmE) if you close out a bank account, you stop 
keeping money in it: ld like to close out my sau- 
ings account. G3) only account [EM Close sth 
is also used with this meaning. 


®© vtadvtn è v+nfpron+ adv 

close ‘over sth =c1ose& ON/OVER STH 

close round sb/sth (BrE) -: CLOSE AROUND 
SB/STH 

close 'up 1 to close completely: His eye had swol- 
len and closed up. o The cut took a long time to 
close up (= to heal). JF open up 2 to hide your 
thoughts and feelings: She closed up when I men- 
tinned her father. open up 3 if people or 
vehicles close up, they move nearer to each 
other: Traffic was heavy and cars were closing up 
behind each other 
© v + adv 


close ‘up; close sth up to shut and lock a 
building completely for a period of time: You go 
on home. I'll close up (= shut the shup/store). o He 
closes the Shop up at 5.30. o They closed the house 
up and rented an apartment in the city. 
open up, open sth up 
@ viadv + vtniprontadv + vtadven 


cloud /klaud/ 


cloud ‘over 1 if the sky or the weather clouds 
over, clouds cover the sky and the sun disap- 
pears: It’s starting to cloud over Bush it, the sky 2 
if your face, expression, etc. clouds over, you 
Start to look sad, worried or angry: His face 
clouded over when she walked into the room. EDE) 
face, expression, eyes 
@ vt adv 


clown jklaun/ 


clown around (BrE also clown a’bout) to 
behave in a silly way to make other people laugh 
mess around (informal) 
$ vtadv 


Club /klab/ (-bb-) 


club to'gether (to do sth) if people club 
together, they each give an amount of money so 
that the total can be used for a particular pur- 
pose: They clubbed together to buy their teacher a 
present. 
chip in (with sth) 
& vtadv 


clue Agu: 


Clue sb ‘in (on/about sth) (AmE, informal to give 
sb reliable information about sth: Can you clue 
me in on the facts of the case? 

@ v+n/pron + adv 

> clued-in (on/about sth) adj having a lot of 
information about sth 

Clued-up is used in British English with 
this meaning. 


cluster klastor); 


cluster a'round sb/sth (BrE also  ctuster 
a'bout''round sb/sth) to form a group around 
sb/sth: People clustered around the market stalls. 
@® vt prep 

cluster to'gether to come together in a small 
group: The children clustered together in a corner 
of the room. 
® vt adv 


clutch klat 


‘clutch at sth/sb to try to get hold of sb/sth sud- 
denly: She clutched at her stomach, obviously in 
pain. 
catch at sth/sb; grasp at sth 
© v+prep 
I clutch at ‘straws to try every possible way to 
escape from a difficult situation even though 
there seems to be little hope of doing so 


clutter (kistar); 


clutter sth ‘up (with sth) to fill or cover sth with 
lots of things so that it looks very untidy: J’m sick 
of ail these books cluttering up my office. 
Chatter sth is used with a similar mean- 
ing. 
@ vtadvtn + v+n/pron+ adv 


COAX fkauks: AME kouks/ 


coax Sb ‘into sth: coax sb ‘into doing sth 
to persuade sb to do sth by talking to them gen- 
tly: Can we coax you into singing for us? 
@ v+tn/pron+ prep 

coax sb ‘out of sth; coax sb ‘out of doing 
sth to persuade sb not to do sth by talking to 
them gently: Try to coax him out of resigning. 
© v+nipron + adv + prep 

‘coax sth ‘out of sb; coax sth ‘from sb to 
persuade sb to do sth or to give you sth by talking 
gently: She coaxed a smile from the baby. 
® v+nipron+ adv + prep « v+n/pron+ prep 


cobble (vb): AmE'ka:bl/ 


cobble sth to'gether (informal to put sth 
together or to make sth quickly or carelessly, 


with whatever time and materials you have 
available: (figurative) The government seems to 
have cobbled together these proposals. 

@ vtadv+n + v+nipron+adv 


COCK kok; AmE kaik! 
cock ‘up; cock sth ‘up (slang, especially BrE) 


to spoil or ruin sth by doing it badly or by mak- 
ing a mistake: You've really cocked up this time. © 
The travel agency completely cocked up the 
arrangements. o Trust him to cock things up 
again! 

mess up. mess sth up: bungle sth (infor- 
mad 

@ v+adv è v+n/pron+ adv 

> ‘cock-up nm (slang, especially Bre) a mistake 
that spoils or ruins plans or arrangements; sth 
that has been spoilt because it has been badly 
done: She’s made a complete cock-up of the 
arrangements. 


coi | ikal’ 


53 come after 
~ about 57 ~ into 
~ across ~ òf 
~ after ~ off 
54 = along ~on 
~ apart ~ on/upon 
~ around 58 ~ anto 
~ at ~ gut, out of 
~ away ~ outat 
~ away from ~ gutin 
~ away with ~ outwith 
~ back ~ over 
~ back to ~ over to 
~ before 59 = past 
~ between ~ round 
55 ~ by ~ through 
~ down ~ to 
~ down on ~ together 
~ down to ~ under 
~ down with 60 ~ up 
~ for ~ up against 
56 -~ forth = up for 
~ forward ~ upon 
~ from =~ upto 
~ in ~ up with 
~ in for ~ upon 
~ in with 61 ~ with 


coil ‘up; coll sth ‘up to wind into a series of 


circles: to make sth do this: The snake coiled up 
in the sunshine. o He coiled the rope up neatly. 
rope, string 

@ v+adv + vtnipron+ adv + v+adv+n 


colour (BrE AmE color) *kalar); 
colour sth ‘in to fill a shape, an area, etc. with 


colour, using pencils or pens: Why don't you cal- 
our the pictures in? 

picture, drawing 

® v+niprontadv + v+adv+n 


comb /kaom: AmE koom 
comb sth ‘out f to use a comb to remove knots 


from your hair or to make it neat: My hair's se 
tong that it takes me ages to comb if oul. hair 
2 (also comb sth ‘out of sth) to remove dirt, 
knots, etc. from hair or fur with a comb: She 
brushed her hair and then combed out the tangles. 
knots, tangles 

$ v+n/pron+adv è v+adv+n ž also 

v+n/pron + adv + prep 


come kam, (came /kemm/come) 
come a'bout to happen: It's hard to understand 


how the accident came about. o Can you tell us 
how if came about that you decided to strike? 
happen 

© vt+adv 


come a'‘cross (also come ‘over) 1 (also come 


‘through) [+adv/prep} (of an idea, an opinion or a 
feeling) to be expressed clearly and understood 
easily: Do you think the film's message comes 


across clearly? o These themes come across very 
strongly in the novel. o I could tell she was fright- 

ened. It came over in her voice. o The feeling of 
solidarity among the people really came through. 

2(AmE also come ‘off informal) [+ adviprep] (as 
sth) to make a particular impression on people: 

She comes across well in Interviews, o Af the press 
conference, he came over as cool and confident. 

@ vt adv 


come a'cross (with sth) (informal) to provide or 


supply sth that sh asks for, especially money: 
They eventually came across with another $250000. 
o We still hope the company will come across for us. 
@ v + adv 


come a'cross; come a'cross sth to cross a 


room, a road, a river cte. towards the place 
where the speaker is: When you've done your 
homework, came across to my house and we'll lis- 
ten to some music. © She waved und came across 
the roon to talk to me. 

@® vtadv + v+prep 


come a'cross sb/sth to meet or find sb/sth by 


chance, without having planned or thought 
about it: He’s the most unpleasant man I've ever 
come across. © She came across a pile of old 
photographs while she was clearing the attic. 
encounter sb/sth (forma!) 

© v+prep 


come ‘after sb/sth to chase or follow a person 


or an animal to try to catch them: The farmer 
came after them, threatening to call the police. 
© v+prep 


come along 54 55 
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come for 
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come a'long 1 to arrive or appear somewhere: ,come ‘back 1 to return to the place where the 


to start to exist, happen or be available: /t’s lucky 
you came along when you did or I'd have been 
stranded at the bus stop for an hour! o Wher the 
right opportunity comes along, he'll take if. o 
There are new designs coming along. turn 
up 2 to go somewhere with sb: We're going to the 
pub, Do you want to come along? o You'd better 
come along with me to the police station. 3 = COME 
on 44 come along! (especially BrE) = COME ON 1 
© v+ adv 

come a'long; come a'long sth to move for- 
ward or from one end of sth to the other, towards 
the speaker. J waited for ages for a bus, then three 
came along together! o The lorry was coming 
along the road at great speed. 
road 
© vtadv + vt+prep 

came a'part to break or fall into pieces: The tea- 
pot just came apart in my hands. o (figurative) 
After the first act, the play begins to come apart 
at the seams (= havea lot of preblems). 
Wy) fall apart 
@ v+adv 

come a'round (especially AmE) = COME ROUND 

come a'round, come a'round sth (espe- 
cialiy AMED = COME ROUND, COME ROUND STH 


come around sth (2rE also come ‘round sth) 
to move or travel around a corner: The bus came 
round the bend too fast. 

3B) only corner, bend 
@ vt prep 

‘come at sb to move towards sb as if you are 
going to attack them: Shecame at me with a knife. 
© Figurative) The questions came at me so fast 
that I didn't have time to think about them. 
@ v+ prep 

‘come at sth to approach, think about or try to 
deal with a question, problem, etc. in a particu- 
lar way: We're getting nowhere. Let’s try coming 
ai the problem from a different angie. 
problem 
© v+ prep 

‘come a'way: come a'way from sth 4 to 
leave a place or a person: Come away, ROW 
There’s nothing to see. > Jane came away from the 
meeting feeling angry and upset, 2 to become sep- 
arated from sth: He pulled ai the door handle 
until it came away in his hands. o The plaster 
had started to come away from the wali. 
@vtadv e v+ adv + prep 

‘come a'way with sth to leave a place with a 
particular feeling, impression or result: She 
came away from the championship with three 
medals, o We came away with the impression that 
something was wrong. 
® v+adv + prep 


speaker is: Come back here at once! o Did she say 
when she was coming back? o Why don't you come 
back to my place for a coffee? © They came back 
from the trip relaxed and happy. o She went into 
the kitchen and came back with two glasses of 
milk. o We'll come back for the car tamorrou: © 
(figurative) Liverpool came back from being 2-0 
down to win the game. return (more formas) 
2 to begin to exist or happen again: My headache 
has come back again. o Her confidence is starting 
to come back slowly. return 20PP) go away 
3 to return to school or work after a break: Po 
you know when Bill is coming back to work? 4 to 
become popular, successful or fashionable 
again: Punk hairstyles are coming back into 
fashion. o Punk hairstyles are coming back in. 
e Do you think trams will come back? 5 (of a mes- 
sage or a reply) to be given in answer to a mes- 
sage, letter, etc. that you have sent or a question 
that you have asked: I sent her an email and a 
message came hack that she was away, & (to sb) to 
return to your memory, often suddenly: M's all 
coming back to me now. T (at sb) (with sth) to 
reply to sb quickly, strongly or angrily: She came 
back at the speaker with some questions. o He 
came back straightaway, telling me what he 
thought of me. 

P v + adv 

> ‘comeback n 1 [usually sing.) if a person 
makes a comeback they return to performing 
or to public life after a long time, or they become 
popular again: The band's trying to makelstage a 
comeback. 2 if something makes a comeback it 
becomes popular or fashionable again: Cartoons 
seem to be making a comeback. 3 a way of getting 
payment or a reward for sth unfair or wrong that 
has been done to you: Will I have no comeback if 
the contract falls through? 4a quick reply that is 
often angry, insulting, clever or humorous: For 
once in her life, she had no sharp comeback. 


come ‘back to sth to return to a particular 


subject, an idea, etc. and start to talk about it or 
think about it: FH come back to that point in a 
moment. o It always seems to come back to the 
question af money. 

EYR return to sth Gore fornial) 

$ v + adv + prep 


come be'fore sh/sth formal) (of a legal cage, a 


proposal or an issue) to be presented to sb/sth so 
that they can discuss it or make a decision or a 
judgement about it: The case comes before the 
court next week. o The bill came before partia- 
ment last month. 

the court(s), committee, judge, partia- 
ment 

@ v+ prep 


come be'tween sb and sb: come be'tween 


sb and sth to harm or disturb a relationship 
between two people; to prevent sb from doing, 


enjoying or having sth: Nobody will ever come 
between them. o I don't want to come betiveen her 
and her work, 

® v+prep 


come ‘by: come ‘by sth 1 to pass sb/sth with- 


out stopping: Some kids on bikes came by, but they 
didn't notice me. 2 (especially AmE) to come to 
visit sb for a short time in a casual or informal 
way: Thanks for coming by yesterday o Come by 
on your way home from work. o If youcome by the 
office tomorrow, PU have it ready for you, YD 
drop by: stop by. stop by sth 

© vtadv + v+prep 


‘come by sth to manage to get sth; to receive sth 


by chance: Jobs are hard to come by these days. o 
Information about the company was not easy to 
come by o How did you come by that cut on your 
hand? 

Z8Y)) get sth; obtain sth Qmore formal 

Come by sth can be used in the passive. but 
this is not common: Old postcards are fairly eas- 
ily come by. 

®© v+prep 


come ‘down 1 (from...) (to...) to travel from one 


place to another, especially from the north of a 
country to the south: When are you going to come 
down and see us? 2 if a price, a level or an 
amount comes down. it becomes lower or less 
than before: Ofl is coming down in price. o Infla- 
tion has come down twice in the last month. WD 
decrease (more formal, drop: fall go up 
You can also use come back up with the 
opposite meaning if a price, ete. is increasing 
towards what it had been before: Oil prices are 
coming back up (= they have been high in the 
past, then they fell, but now they are rising 
again). 3 to break and fall to the ground: Part of 
the ceiling had come down. 8) coilapse 4 (of a 
plane, etc.) to fail from the sky; to be brought 
down to the ground: The pilot was forced to come 
down in a field. § (of rain, snow, etc.) to fall: The 
rain was coming down harder now. only the 
rain, the snow fall & [+ adv/prep] to decide 
that you support or oppose sb/sth and say so pub- 

licly: J knew my parents would come down on my 
sister's side. o The committee came down against 
the proposal. o Voters came down firmly in 

favour of reform. T when the curtain in a theatre 
comes down, it is the end of the performance: 

When the curtain came down, we all rushed for the 
exits. go up 8 [+adv/ prep] to reach down to 

a particular point My mother’s hair comes down 

to her waist. 9 (informal) to stop having the 
pleasant feelings and excitement that sth such as 

an enjoyable experience or a drug produces: The 
party was so good IT haven't really come down yet. 

10 (from sth) (to sth) (of a person selling sth) to 

suggest or agree to a lower price: I wasn’t pre 

pared to pay £1500, but they eventually came down 

fo £1350.¢ Can you come down another $30? 


11 (from sth) (Bre, formal) to leave a university 
(especially Oxford or Cambridge) after finishing 
your studies: When did you come down rom 
Oxford)? 1r come up (to sth) 

® v+adv 10 alsov+advtn 

EI come (back) down to ‘sarth (with a 
‘bang/ bump) to return to the reality of everyday 
life after a period of great excitement or a time 
when you have been living in a way that is not 
very practical: He came (back) down to earth with 
a bang when he discovered that all his money had 
runout. 

+ 'comedown 1 [usually sing.] (iformal) a situ- 
ation which is not as good, important or interest- 
ing as one you have experienced previously: [t's 
a bitof acomedown after her previous job. 


come ‘down; come ‘down sth to move from 


a higher place or position to a lower one, or from 
a distant place towards the speaker: Come down 
from that tree! o The car was coming down the 
road towards us. o Jack came down the stairs two 
ata time, 

JGFP) come up, come up sth 

D vtadv « v+prep 


come 'down on sb (informal to punish sb or 


criticize sb severely: The courts are coming down 
heavily on drug dealers. o Don't come down too 
hard on him — he’s young. 

Come down on sb is always used with an 
adverb such as hard and/or a phrase with a simi- 
lar meaning: Jf it happens again, we'll come 
down on you so hard that you’ ll wish you'd never 
been born. o He came down on me like a ton of 
bricks. 

@® v+adv+ prep 


come ‘down to sb (from sb/sth) to be passed to 


sb from sb who lived in the past: The estate came 
down to her from her grandfather. 

Bua) story, name. tradition 

@ vt adv+ prep 


come ‘down to sth to be able to be explained as 


one simple, important question or point: It all 
comes down to a matter of priorities in the end. ó 
When it comes down to it (= the most important 
fact is), we can’t afford to go. o What it comes 
down to is a choice between money or happiness. 
® vt adv + prep 


come ‘down with sth to get an illness, often 


not a very serious one: I came down with a bad 
cold. © I think Pm coming down with something. 
RE flu, a cold ZYD go down with sth; catch 
sth; get sth 

®© v+ adv + prep 


‘come for sb/sth 1 to come to sb’s home, or to 


the place where sb/sth is in order to take them/it 
somewhere: The police came for him this morn- 
Ing. © Have you come for the parcel? 2 to attack 
sb/sth: Sam came for me with his fists. 

® v+prep 


come forth 


come ‘forth ({iterary) to appear or be produced: 
He struck the rock and water came forth. 

@ v+adv 

> forth'coming adj 4 [only before noun] about 
to happen or appear very soon: Who is in charge 
of promoting the band’s forthcoming album? 2 
[not before noun] ready or made available when 
you need it: Unfortunately money for the project 
has not been very forthcoming. 3 (not before 
noun] (of a person) ready to give information 
when they are asked: He's not very forthcoming 
about his love life. 


come ‘forward (with sth) to offer to give help, 
information, etc: Police have asked witnesses to 
come forward, © We're hoping that a sponsor will 
come forward with the extra money, o No one 
came forward to claim the reward. 

@ vtadyv 

‘come from ... (not used in the progressive tenses) 
to be born in or live in a particular place: Where 
do you come from? o She comes from London. 

@ v+prep 

‘come from sth to start in a particular place or 
be made from a particular thing: Most of the 
wines that we sell come from France. o Does your 
information come from a reliable source? o I'm 
lazy? That's rich, coming from you! (= you are 
lazy too) © He comes from a wealthy family o 
Where’s that terrible noise coming from? o 93% of 
our energy comes from fossil fuels. 

$È v+prep 

Ti where sb is ‘coming from (spoken, infor- 
mal) a person's situation, attitude, ideas, etc. 

that make them say what they have said: 7 know 
exactly where you're coming from. 

‘come from sth; ‘come from doing sth = 

COME OF STH, COME OF DOING STH 

come ‘in 1 when the sea comes in it moves 

towards the land: The tide was coming in fast. 

26FF) go out 2 to finish a race in a particular pos- 

ition: Which horse came in first? 3 to arrive: to be 

received: News is coming in of a train crash in 

Scotland. o We've got more work coming in than 

wecan handle, © I met all the trains that came in 

from London. > We've got just enough money 

coming in each month to pay the bills, & to become 

available: English strawberries usually come in 

in June. < New jobs are coming in all the time. $ if 
a law or a rule comes in, it is introduced and 

begins to take effect: New legislation coming in 

next month will tackle low pay. 6 to take part ina 

discussion, sometimes by interrupting sh: f'g 

like to come in here. o I wish he wouldn’t keep 

coming in with his stupid suggestions, T to come 

to your home, office, etc. in order to repair sth, or 

do some work: A plumber’s coming in to look at 
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the boiler. > see also COME IN, COME IN STH, COME 
INTO STH; COME EX, COME INTO STH; COME INTO STH 
@® v +adv 

ELS come in ‘handy/‘useful to be useful: These 
boxes will come in handy when we move house. 

b ‘income 7 money that you receive regularly. 
especially as payment for work 

> ‘incoming ad) [only before noun] 1 travelling 
towards a place and arriving there: incoming 
flightsipassengers 2 (of the sea) coming towards 
the land 3 {of a phone call, letter or message) 
that has heen sent to you or received by you: This 
phone only takes incoming calls. 4 recently 
appointed or elected: the incoming Socialist gou- 
ernment 


come ‘in; come ‘in sth: come ‘into sth to 


enter a room or a building; to pass through sth 
such as a hole, a window, ete: I knocked and heard 
her say ‘Come in’. © The rain’s coming in through 
that hole, o D'U ask him to call you as soon as he 
comes in (~ arrives home or at work}. © The sun 
was coming in at the windows. o When you come 
in the door, you'll find Reception on your left, o 
She came into the room crying. 

-> see also COME INI COME IN, COME INTO STH; 
COME INTO 8TH 

@ veadv « v+prep 


‚come ‘in; come ‘into sth 41 to go to an office or 


the place where you work, in order to do some 
work: Are you coming into the office tomorrow? 
the office, work 2 to have a part to play in 
sth: to play a useful role: J like the pian, but where 
do I come in (= what is my role}? 3 to become 
fashionable; to start to be worn or used: When 
did platform heels come in? o Trolleybuses first 
came in in 1923, © Punk clothes seem to be coming 
inte fashion again. go out 4 to go toa hos- 
pital to receive treatment, tests, etc: Can you 
come infor the X-rays on Friday? 

> see also COME IN] COME IN, COME IN STH, COME 
INTO STH; COME INTO STH 

@ vtadv + v+prep 


come ‘in for sth to receive sth, especially sth 


unpleasant: The government has come in for 
severe criticism from all sides. > The company 
came in for a@ lot of stick (= alotof criticism) with 
their advertising campaign. 

(severe) criticism 

@ vt adv + prep 


come ‘in with sb (on sth), come ‘in (with sb) 


on sth if somebody comes in with vou, they 
join you in a particular project, activity, busi- 
ness, ete: Do you want to come in with me on Joe's 
present? o My brother hoped I would come in with 
him when he started his own business. o Do pou 
want to come in on the deal? 

@ v+adv + prap 


come ‘into sth 1 to begin to exist, happen, etc: 


The cherry trees are coming into blossom. © The 
band only came into being in 1995. o When do 
the new regulations come into forceleffect? o 
When did the Labour party come into office? o A 
variety of factors come into play when choosing 
an employee. 2 to receive a large sum of money 
when sb dies: She unexpectedly came into a Jor- 
tune when her cousin died. a fortune, money 
3 to be important ina particular situation: J got 
the job because I was the best. My looks didn’t 
come into it. o He took the job because he liked 
the work. Money didn’t come into the equation. 
it, the equation 

-> see also COME IN; COME IN, COME IN STH, COME 
INTO STH! COME IN, COME INTO STH 

@ v+prep 

CH come into ‘line (with sb/sth) to behave in the 
way other people behave, or in the way you 
should behave come into your/its ‘own to have 
the opportunity to show your/its qualities or 
abilities: After two rather poor games, he finally 
came into his own in the game against Germany 
© This bike really comes into its own on rough 
ground. 


‘come of sth; 'come of doing sth (ciso'come 


from sth, 'come from doing sth) to happen asa 
result of sth: He promised to help, but I don’t 
think anything will come of it. o That's what 
comes of not listening to my advice! o I had the 
feeling of satisfaction that comes from doing a dif- 
ficult job well. 

Come of sth is often used with a negative: 
I told him no good would come of it. 

© v+prep 


come ‘off 1 to be able to be removed: Does this 


knob come off? 2 (informat to take place; to hap- 
pen: Did your trip to New York ever come off? 3 
(informal if a plan, etc. comes off, it is success- 
ful or it has the result that you intend: Her 
attempt to break the world record nearly came off 
4 (+ adv] (informad if somebody comes off well 
or badly in a fight. a contest, etc. they finish the 
fight in a good or a bad condition: He always 
comes off worst in fights. 5 (AmE, informal) = 
COME ACROSS 2 

© v+ adv 


come ‘off. come ‘off sth 1 to become 


detached or separated from sth: The handle came 
off in my hand. © A button has come off my coat. 
2 to fall from sth: My glasses came off when T 
tripped. o She braked sharply and came off her 
bike. bicycle, horse 3 to move away from 
sth large or important and go in a different direc- 
tion: A narrow road comes off on the left. 4 to 
leave the stage, the sports field, etc. during a play 
ora game: Two players came off just before half 
time. 5 to leave sth such as a vehicle or a road: 
She looked tired as she came off the plane. o Come 
off (the moforway) at junction five. 6 if an 


come on 


amount of money comes off 4 price, the price 
becomes lower by that amount: Two pence a litre 
is coming off the price of petral/gasoline. 

@ vtadv è v+prep 


come ‘off sth 4 to stop using sth; to stop taking 


a drug, medicine, alcohol, ete: It’s time she tried 
to come off Sleeping pills. 2 (of heat, a smell, the 
wind, etc.) to start from a particular place or 
thing: There was a mist coming off the sea. 

® v+ prep 

EI come ‘off it! used to tell sb that you think or 
know that what they have said is untrue or that 
you disagree with it: Come off it! England will 
never win! 


come ‘on 1 (also come a'long especially BrE, 


less frequent) used to encourage sb to do sth, for 
example, to hurry: Come on, we'll be late. o Come 
on, things can’t be that bad! 2 used to show that 
you do not believe what sb has said or that you 
disagree with them: Come on! You don't really 
expect me to believe that do you? 3 (of a light, the 
electricity, etc.) to begin working: to be switched 
on: Does the heating come on automatically? © 
I’ve set the oven to come on at five. BUBL) lights 
go off 4 (aiso come a'long) to make 
progress; to improve or develop in the way that 
you want: Your French ts really coming on. © 
Tim's come on well with the guitar o How's Qin- 
ner coming along? 5 (of an actor or a performer) 
to walk onto the stage and start to perform: When 
are Westlife coming on? 6 (in sport) (of a player) 
to join a team instead of another player during a 
game: Robson came on in place of Wilkins. 7 (of a 
television programme, etc.) to start to be shown: 
What time does the news come on? B (especially 
BrE) (of a season, a period of time, an illness, 
etc.) to begin: I's getting colder. Winter’s coming 
on. of think I've got a cold coming on. o It came 
on to rain. Miia In this meaning. come on is usu- 
ally used in the progressive tenses, 9 [+ adv] to go 
toa place: Comeon in and make yourself at home. 
© My wife’s coming on later 

@ vt adv 

EN come on ‘strong to speak or behave in a 
very forceful way, especially in a way that shows 
sb you want to have a sexual relationship with 
them 

+ ‘oncoming ad fonly before noun) advancing 
towards you; approaching you 


come ‘on; come ‘on sth tu begin speaking to 


sb on the telephone: I Aad a long talk with my 
mother then my dad came on. o Sue came on the 
line for a chat. 

© vt+adv + v+prep 


‘come on‘upon sb/sth (forma!) to meet or find 


sb/sth by chance: / came upon this beautiful vase 
in the attic. 
© v + prep 


come on to 


come ‘on to sb (informal) to behave in a way 
that clearly shows sb that you want to have 4 sex- 
ual relationship with them 

@ v+adv+ prep 

> 'come-on 7 [usually sing. ] (informal a remark 
or an action that is intended to attract sb 

come ‘on to sth to start talking about or dis- 
cussing a topic: P'H come on to the subject of 
exduns in a minute. 

question, topic, subject 

@® v + adv + prep 

come ‘out 4 when the sun, moon or stars come 
out, they appear in the sky: The sun came out in 
the afternoon. appear 2 when flowers 
come out, they open: The daffodils came out late 
this year 3 to be published or produced: Her new 
novels just come out. o When do the exam resulis 
come oul? YsY¥s) appear 4 (of news, the truth, 
etc.) to become known after a time when it has 
been secret: The truth finally came out, o H came 
out that she'd made the whole thing up. § to be 
shown clearly: His arrogance comes out in every 
speech he makes. 6 (with sb) to go somewhere 
with sb for a social event: Will you come out to 
dinner with me tonight? T if a photograph comes 
out, the picture can be seen cleariv: My photos 
didn’t come out very well because there wasn’t 
enough light. 8 when words come out they are 
spoken: I opened my mouth to apologize, but the 
words wouldn't come out. o He tried to pay her a 
compliment but it came out all wrong. 9 [+ prep] 
to state publicly that you do or do not support 
sth: Members of the committee have come out tn 
opposition to the proposal. 10 come out and do 
sth to be brave enough to say or do sth that other 
people might find it hard to say or do: Has she 
actually come out and admitted it yet? o Only one 
member of staff came out and said that the work- 
ing conditions were unsatisfactory. 11 (BrE) to 
stop work and go on strike: The miners have 
come out on strike. 12 to say openly that you 
are a homosexual (~ a person who is sexually 
attracted to people of the same sex) 13 when a 
young girl came out in the past, she was form- 
ally introduced into society 

@ vtadv 

come ‘out: come ‘out of sth 1 to leave a 
place or appear from inside a place: Come out! I 
know you're in there! o Il speak to her as soon as 
she comes out of the meeting. 2 if an object comes 
out of sth, it is removed from the place where it 
is fixed or becomes separated from sth: Her tooth 
came out when she bit into the apple. o All the 
pages have come out of this book. ò This screw 
won't come out of the wali. 3 if a mark or dirt 
comes out, it is removed from sth by washing or 
cleaning: The bloodstains won't come out of 
my shirt. © It was a very expensive skirt, but most 
of the colour came out when I washed it. 


= 
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4 [+ adv/prep/adj] to finish sth m a particular 
state; to have a particular result: Ske came out on 
top in the exams.o His reputation came out 
undamaged. © The family didn’t come out of the 
affair very well. In this meaning, come out 
and come out of sth are always used either with 
an adverb, an adjective or a phrase beginning 
with a preposition. 

@ vtadv e v+adv+ prep 

Gy come ‘out of yourself to relax and become 
more confident and friendly with other people 


come ‘out at sth to add up to a particular cost 


or sum: The total bill comes out at over a thou- 
sand pounds. 


®© v+adv + prep 


come ‘out in sth if a person comes out in sth 


such as spots, their skin becomes covered in 
them: The cream made her face come out in arash. 
spots, rash, lumps break out In sth 
@ vtadv+prep 


come ‘out of sth 14 to return to normal after a 


difficult time: The country is slowly coming out of 
recession. 2 to result or develop from a process or 
an event: At least same good came out of all our 
hard work. o The book came out of her travels in 
Japan, 3 to be taken away from a total amount: 
The money will have to come out of your wages. 
@® v + adv + prep 


come ‘out with sth (informal) to say sth, espe- 


cially sth surprising or not polite: J can’t believe 
the things he comes out with! o When I asked her 
why she was late, she just came out with a load of 
nonsense. 

@ v+adv+ prep 


come ‘over 1 (to sbh/sth) to move across a room, a 


road, an ocean, etc. towards where the speaker 
is: Come over and meet my husband. o When are 
you coming over to England again? o Lots of 
peuple are coming aver from America for the wed- 
ding. 2 (to sth) to visit sb for a short time, usually 
at their home: Her son only comes over to see her 
occasionally, o Our new neighbours came over to 
our house last night. 3 [+ adj] (BrE, informaD te 
suddenly start feeling sth: fo come over 
funnyldizzylfaint o Tcome over all shy whenever I 
see her 4 = COME ACROSS 15 = COME ACROSS 2 

@® v+adv 


come ‘over sb/sth (of a feeling, a mood, etc.) to 


affect sb/sth: I’m sorry — 1 don't know what came 
over me (= I don't know what made me behave in 
that way). o A remarkable change has come over 
the group since he left. 

® v+prep 


come ‘over to sb/sth to leave one group of 


people in order to join á competing group; to 
change from one opinion to another: Some of 
their members have come over to our side. 

$ v+ adv + prep 


come ‘past. come ‘past sb/sth io pass in 


front of the speaker or the place where the 
speaker js: As J walked down the road, Charlie 
came past on his bike. o PH bring the book round 
this evening on my way to night school > I've got 
to come past your house. 

@ vtadv » v+prep 


come ‘round (BrE) (also come around AmE, 


Brk) 1 (to sth) to visit sb or a place: ta come fo 
sbs home to see them for a short time: Come 
round and see us sometime. © Do you want to 
come round for lunch? -> see also COME OVER 22 
(of a regular event) to arrive; to happen at the 
usual time: J can’t believe Christmas has come 
round again! 3 to move among a group of people 
in order to give them sth: The waiters came round 
with drinks. 4 (to sth) (informal) to agree to sth 
that you were against before; to change your 
opinion about sth: She'll never come round to our 
way of thinking. o Don’t push him; he'll come 
round in time. 

@ vt adv 


come ‘round (BrE) (AmE come around) (also 


come ‘to BrE, Am£) to become conscious again: 
When she came round, her sister was sitting 
beside her bed. o He hasn't yet come round after 
the anaesthetic. 

> see aise PASS OUT 

@ vtadv 


come ‘round; come ‘round sth (Hr£) (also 


come a'round, come a'round sth AmE, BrE) 1 
(of a letter or a document) to be passed from one 
person to another: The card came round for 
everyone to sign. 2 to travel to where the speaker 
is by a longer route than usual, especially 
around the outside of sth: The road was blocked 
so we had to come round by the fields. 

@ v+adv e v+ prep 


come ‘round sth (57E) COME AROUND STH 
come ‘through 1 (to sth) (informal) used espe- 


cially to ask sb to enter a room or a building, or 
move from one room to another: Come through to 
my office. o Mr Dole can see you now. Will you 
come through? 2 (of news, a message, a docu- 
ment, etc.) to be received by telephone, radio, etc. 
or in an official way: Pee gotan internationalcall 
coming through for you. o We're going to buy a 
new car when the insurance money comes 
through. © He’s still waiting for his divorce to 
come through. 3 (with sth) to provide or do sth 
that people expect or that you have promised: 
The insurance company has finally come through 
with the money. Å ~ COME ACROSS 1 

@ vt adv 


come ‘through; come ‘through sth 1 to 


enter and cross a room, an area of land, a town, a 
country, etc; to pass through sth: o Put sth over 
the hole to stop the rain coming through. 2 to get 
better after a serious illness; to avoid serious 
injury or damage: He's very ili but his doctors 


come under 


expect him to come through the operation. 3 to 
start to appear from under or behind sth: The 
baby’s front teeth were coming through. o The 
sun's coming through the clouds at last. 
emerge (more formal 4 to pass from one stage of 
a competition to the next: to be successful in a 
test or an exam: Chris did well to come through 
the qualifying rounds of the tournament (~ for 
example in tennis). o Most of the students came 
through (the exam) with flying colours (= were 
very successful). 

@ v+adv + v+prep+ pron 


come ‘to = COME ROUND 
‘come to sb 1 if an idea comes to you, it sud- 


denly enters your mind: The idea came to me in 
the middle of the night. 6 It suddenly came to her 
that she had been wrong. 2 (especially BrE) (of 
money, property, etc.) to pass to sh else when sb 
dies: All my money will come to you when I die. 

© v+prep 


come to your'self (old-fashioned) to return to 


your normal state: H took her a while to come to 
herself again. 
@ v + prep + pron 


‘come to sth 1 to add up to sth; to be equal to sth: 


The bill came to $50. 2 to reach a particular state 
or condition; to arrive at sth: We both came to the 
same conclusion. © I don't know what the world’s 
coming to (= [think things are getting very bad 
and unpleasant). o All her dreams had came to 
nothing. this, that, nothing In this 
meaning come to sth is often used with this or 
that The doctors will operate if necessary, but it 
may not come to that. 

© v+prep 

(EZ! when it comes to sth/to doing sth when it is 
a case, matter or question of sth/of doing sth: 
When it comes to cooking. he’s much better than I 
am! 


come to'gether if two or more people or things 


come together, they form one group or one 
piece: Several local groups came together to fight 
the proposed housing development. o During the 
last three days of rehearsals, everything came 
together. 

®v+ady 


come ‘under sth 14 be included within a par- 


ticular group or collection of things: Several dif- 
ferent types of schools come under the heading of 
‘private schools’. heading. banner, cat- 
egory 2 to be managed, controlled or owned by a 
particular group or organization: The prisons 
now come under central government control 
control, authority, wing 3 if you come under 
attack, criticism, etc. sb attacks, criticizes, etc. 
you: The government has come under attack over 
the new bill. o She's come under intense pressure 
to change her mind. 68) attack, pressure, fire, 
scrutiny, criticism 
@ v+prep 


come | 
up 60 6] connect up 


huvanrıpřEranannnndaad p rrerueana k P 
renra Seema eR TT bea eee Baassun . EPE TE kinda è 
LEETTTEL] Pee eer eer ree ree eee Peer eee eee ere rer err ETETE 


come up 1 (to ...) (from ...) to travel from one makea situation very successful: The team’s new ‘come with sth to be included with oras partof be con'fined to sth 1 if a person or an animal 


place to another, usually from a smaller place to 
a larger onc, or from the south of a country to the 
north: They've come up from Texas. o We thought 
we'd go up to London for a weekend in the big city. 
2 (to sb/sth) to go towards a person in order to 
talk to them: An old guy came up to me in the 
street and asked me for money, o The group leader 
came up to the reception desk looking anxious. 3 
(of plants) to appear above the ground: The first 
snowdrops are just coming up. appear 4 
when the sun or moon comes up, it rises in the 
sky: We sat and watched the sun coming up 
behind the hills. 8083] only the sun, the moon 
JvR) rise go down 5 to rise to the surface 
of water or another liquid: J came up gasping for 
air o Bubbles were coming up to the surface. & to 
happen, especially when you do not expect it: 
Something urgent has come up: I have to go. o 
Opportunities ltke this don't come up every day. 
crop up 7 (always used in the progressive 
tenses) (of an event or a time) to be going to hap- 
pen very soon: Our exams are coming up soon. © 
Coming up next is the news. B to be talked about 
or discussed: The subject didn’t come up in con- 
versation last night. o Mary’s name Keeps coming 
up. name, question, subject 9 to be dealt 
with by a court of law: Her case comes up next 
month. 10 if your name, number or ticket 
comes up in a betting game, it is chosen and you 
are one of the winners: My numbers came up and 
I won a million pounds! 41 (spoken, informal 
(usually used in the progressive tenses) to be 
ready soon, to be coming soon: A cup af tea 
please.’ ‘Coming up!’ 12 (of information) to 
appear on a computer screen or a board, for 
example in an airport: Her flight has just come up 
on the arrivals board. 43 [+ adjiadv] (BrE (of an 
object or a substance) to appear in a particular 
way at the end of a period of time or when sth 
has been done to it: When the wool is washed, it 
comes up beautifully soft and fluffy. o I've given it 
a good clean and it's come up like new. 14 (of 
lights in a cinema, a theatre, ctc} to become 
brighter after the fuln/movie, play, etc. has fin- 
ished: The lights came up to loud applause. 15 (to 
sth) (BrE, formad to begin your studies at a uni- 
versity (especially Oxford or Cambridge): She 
came up (to Oxford) in 1982. come down 
(from sth) 46 (to sth) to reach as far as a particu- 
lar point or level: The water came up to my chin. © 
My sister hardly comes up to my shoulder. o His 
scarf came up over his eyes. reach sth 

© v+ady 

E be coming up ‘roses (iformal) (of a situ- 
ation) to be developing in a successful way: 
Everything's coming up roses! come ‘up in the 
world to become more important in society or 
more successful in your career: She’s really come 
up in the world since she left school. come up/turn 
up ‘trumps to do more than people expect and so 


player came up trumps and scored three goals. o 
That was a wonderful meal! You've come up 
trumps again. 

b up-and-coming ad) fonly before noun] (infor- 
mad making good progress and likely to be suc- 
cessful in the future: an up-and-coming young 
actor 

e ‘upcoming adj jonly before noun] (especially 
AmE) about to happen soon: the upcoming 
presidential election 


come ‘up; come ‘up sth to move from a lower 


place or position to a higher one, or upstairs ina 
building, especially with the speaker or towards 
the place where the speaker Is: Who wants to 
come up to the top of the hill with me? o My apart- 
ment is on the third floor Are you coming up? o I 
can hear somebody coming up the stairs. 

EEJ road, stairs ior?) come down, come down sth 
@ vtadv + v+prap 


come ‘up against sb/sth if you come up 


against sh/sth, you have to face sbisth difficult: 
We expect to come up against a lot of opposition to 
the scheme. © You'll come up against the reigning 
champion in the next round. 

® v+adv+ prep 


come ‘up for sth 1 to come to the time when sth 


must be done: He's coming up for retirement soon. 
© She comes up for re-election next year © When 
does your contract come up for renewal? Bas 
renewal 2 to become available for a particular 
purpose: That house you like has come up for sale. 
EEJ sale, auction 

© v+adv+ prep 


come ‘up on sth (Am) to be almost a particu- 


lar time or age: /f’s coming up on your bedtime. 
& v + adv + prep 


come 'up to sth 1 to approach a particular 


piace, an age or a period of time: You're coming 
up toa busy road now. © it's justcoming up to haif 
past twelve. 2 to reach an acceptable level or 
standard: The performance didn’t come up to our 
expectations. o You may lose your job if you don't 
come up to scratch. standard, expaect- 
ations [ia In this meaning come up to sth is 
usually used in the negative. 

@ vt adv + prep 


come ‘up with sth 4 to think of an idea, an 


answer to 4 question or a solution to a problem: 
She came up with a great idea for increasing sales. 
idea, answer, suggestion, explanation 2 to 
find or produce sth that sb needs: If you want to 
buy my car you must come up with the money. © 
He always comes up with the goods (= does 
what he is expected to do) on the day. 

© v+adv + prep 


‘come upon sb/sth -COME ON/UPON SR/STH 


sth A new car comes with the jou. 
® v+prep 


COMMUNE ‘komjwn; AmE‘ka:m-} 


commune with sth (rma) if you commune 
with sth such as nature, you spend time think- 
ing deeply about it and so feel clase to it 
nature 
® v+ prep 


complain /xom'piem; 

cam'plain of sth to say that you feel ill or are 
suffering from a pain: Several children com- 
plained of severe stomach pains. 
pain, headache, symptoms 
© v + prep 


condemn jkan‘dem; 


con'demn sb to sth 1 to say what sb's punish- 
ment will be: to be condemned to deathihard 
labour 2 to force sb to accept a difficult or 
unpleasant situation: They were condemned to a 
life of hardship. 334) doom sb (to sth) 
Condemn sb to sth is usually used in the 
passive. 
@ v + n/pron+ prep 


cone ‘koun: Ame koun’ 


cone sth ‘off to close a road or part of a road 
with special coloured plastic objects that have a 
round base and a point at the top (traffic cones): 
Part of the road was coned off while repairs were 
done. 
Cone sth off is usually used in the passive. 
@ vtadvtn + v+n/pron+ adv 


confide ‘kan ‘fad: 


confide in sb to tell sb a secret or a piece of 
information that you wouldn't tell other people: 
Can I confide in you? o Do you have a friend that 
you can confide in? 
mother, friend 
@ vt prep 


confine kanfun’ 


con'fine sb/sth to sth; con'fine yourself to 
sth to keep sh/sth/yourself inside the limits of a 
particular activity, subject. area, etc: The work 
will not be confined to the Glasgow area. © I wili 
confine myself to looking at the period fram 1900 
to 1916. 
limit sth to sb/sth; restrict sb/sth/your- 


is confined to a place, they are kept ina small or 
closed space and not allowed to go out: The chil 
dren were confined to their rooms for the evening. 
o The soldiers concerned were confined to bar- 
racks (= had to stay in the barracks, as a punish- 
ment). 2 if a person is confined to bed, ete., they 
have to stay in bed, cte. because they are ill/sick 
or injured: She was confined to bed with the flu. 
© He was confined to a wheelchair after the car 
accident. 

@& be +v + prep 


confront jkan‘frant; 
confront sb with sth to make sb face or deal 


with an unpleasant or difficult person or situ- 
ation: He confronted her with a choice between her 
career or their relationship. 

® v+nipron + prep 


be con'fronted with sth to have sth in front of 


you that you have to deal with or react to: Most 
people when confronted with a horse will pat it. 
@ be+v+prep 


conjure kandza) 
conjure sb/sth ‘up to make sb/sth appear sud- 


denly or unexpectedly, as if by magic: She con- 

jured up a three-course meal in half an hour! 

®© vtadvin + v+pron+adv + v+n + adv (less 
frequent) 


conjure sth ‘up 1 to make a picture, a memory, 


etc. appear in your mind: The word ‘birthday 'con- 
jures up images of presents and parties. o The 
song conjured up memories of warm summer even- 
ings. image, picture, visions, memories 
evoke sth (more formal 2 toask a spirit of a 
dead person to appear, by using a magic ceremony 
@vtadvtn e v+pron+adv è v+n+ adv (less 
frequent) 


conk ‘konk; AmE kank, ka:nk; 
conk ‘out (i7ormal or humorous) 1 if a vehicle 


or a machine conks out, it stops working: Our 
car conked out 5 miles from home. 2 if a person 
conks out, they fall asleep because they are very 
tired: She was so fired she came home and conked 
out at eight o'clock. 3 (old-fashioned, BrE) (of a 
person) to collapse or become unconscious 4 
(Amf) to die: The old guy looks as if he’s going to 
conk out any minute. 

& v + adv 


connect konekt, 


self (to sth) 

Confine sb/sth/yourself to sth is often 
used in the passive. 

© v +tnipron + prep 


con nect sth ‘up (to sth); con nect ‘up (to sth) 
to join sth te a supply of electricity, gas, water, 
etc, or to another piece of equipment; to be 
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joined to sth in this way: Connect the computer up 
(fo the power supply). o Many canals connected 
up to major ports. 

IOPE) disconnect sth (from sth); disconnect 
(from sth) 

Connect sth and connect are often used 
with the same meaning. 

® v>n/pron+ adv » v+adv+n + v+adv 


CONNİVƏ /ka'narv/ 


con'nive atin sth (orma) to ignore or seem to 
allow sth that you know is wrong: The general is 
accused of conniving In a plot to topple the gov- 
ernment. o Her brother is believed to have con- 
nived at her murder. 


© v+prep 


CONSIgN /ken'sam/ 


con’sign sb/sth to sth (formal) 1 to get rid of 
or put somewhere sb/sth that you do not want: 
She consigned his letter to the waste basket. © (fig- 
urative) They can't just consign me to the scrap 
heap because I’m over fifty! 2 to put sb/sth in an 
unpleasant situation: Orphaned children were 
consigned to institutions. 
Consign sb/sth to sth is often used in the 
passive: The report was consigned to the dustbin. 
@® v+nipron + prep 


consist /ksn‘sist/ 


con'sist in sth; con'sist in dolng sth (/or- 
mad (not used in the progressive tenses) to have 
sth as the main or only feature: A home does not 
consist in the quality of its architecture and decor- 
ation. 
® V+ prep 

con’sist of sth/sb; con‘sist of doing sth 
(not used in the progressive tenses) to be formed 
from the things or people mentioned: The exam 
consists of two parts: a written test and an oral. o 
The group consists of senior people from educa- 
tion and business. o His job consists of answering 
the phone and making coffee. 
be made up of sth; comprise sth (formal) 
© v+ prep 


consort /koen'so:t; AmE kam'sort/ 


con'sort with sb (formal! or humorous) to spend 
time with sb, especially sb that other people do 
not approve of: The nurses are instructed not to 
consort with their patients. 


® v+prep 


contend /ken'tend/ 


con'tend with sb/sth to have to deal with a dif- 
ficult person or situation: If we leave at 8, we'll 
have to contend with the rush-hour traffic. o Any- 
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one who criticizes her will have me to contend 
with! ò He's had a lot of serious problems to 
contend with. 

problems 

Contend with sb/sth can be used in the 
passive. 

© v+prep 


content /kan'tent; 


con'‘tent yourself with sth to accept and be 
satisfied with sth and not try to have or do sth 
better: Martina contented herself with a single 
glass of wine. o The crowd contented themselves 
with shouting insults. 
e make do with sth 


® v+pron+prep 


contract fren'trekt/ 


con tract ‘in; con,tract ‘Into sth (BrE) to 
choose to become involved in and formally agree 
toasystem, plan, etc: Employees can contract into 
the company pension scheme. 
(pension) scheme contract out, con- 
tract out of sth 
® v+adv + v+prep 

con tract ‘out: con tract ‘out of sth (rE) to 
choose and formally state that you do not want to 
be involved in a system, plan, etc: Only a few 
employees have contracted out (of the pension 
scheme) so far 
(pension) scheme contract In, con- 
tract into sth 
@ v>adv e v»adv+ prep 

contract sth ‘out (to sb) to arrange for work to 
be done by another company rather than your 
own: The company contracts the printing out to 
an outside firm. 
work 
® v+n/pron +adv « v+adven 


contribute /ken'tribjwt: BrE also 'kon- 
tribju:t/ 


con'tribute to sth to help to cause sth: The 
stress of losing his job contributed to his death. o 
The Prime Minister contributed to his own down- 
fall by failing to control his government, 
death, decline, downfall 
© v+prep 


convert /kan'va:t; AmE "varti 


con'vert Into/to sth; con'vert sth Into/to 
sth to be able to be changed from one form, pur- 
pose, or system to another; to make sth do this: a 
sofa that converts into a bed 
38Y§) turn Into sth, turn sb/sth into sth 
© V+ prep + v+n/pron+ prep 


cook /kuk/ 


quickly: In half an hour she had managed to cook 
up some delicious chilli. meal 2 (informal) to 
invent a story, an excuse or a plan, especially a 
very clever or dishonest one: She cooked the plan 
up while he was away. > They cooked up the story 
between the two of them. plan, story, 
scheme concoct sth (more formal) 

@ v+adv+n + v+ nipron + adv 


cool jxu:]/ 
cool ‘down; cool sb ‘down 1 (also cool ‘off, 


cool sb 'off) to become, or to make sb become, 
cool or cooler: I'm going for a swim to cool down. 
© A shower will cool you down. 2 to become, or to 
make sb become, less angry or excited: She's very 
angry. Give her some time to cool down. © He tried 
to cool her down but she carried on shouting. 

® v+ adv + v+n/pron + adv 


cool ‘down: cool sth ‘down to become, or to 


make sth become, cooler: He waited for the soup 
to cool down a bit, © Once it had cooled down out- 
side, we went for a walk. o Cool the soup down by 
stirring it.o The rain had cooled everything 
down. 

Cool and coo) sth are also used with this 
meaning, but less often. 

® v+ adv + v+n/pron+ adv « v+adv +n (rare) 


cool ‘off 1 to become Jess interested or enthusi- 


astic: Our relationship was going well, but then 
Laura seemed to cool off 2 to become less angry 
or excited: When I’m angry, I go for a watk to cool 
off 3 if sth hot cools off, it becomes cooler: 
Leave the engine to cool off before you touch it. 

® v+ adv 

> cooling-‘off period n 1 a period of time in 
which two sides in a dispute try to come to an 
agreement before taking any further action: 
There is to bea six month cooling-off period before 
divorce proceedings begin. o The union and the 
employers failed to reach an agreement within the 
cooling-off period. 2 a period of time when you 
can change your mind about buying sth, such as 
an insurance plan, that you have agreed to buy: 
Customers have a 14-day cooling-off period in 
which to cancel the agreement. 


cool ‘off; cool sb ‘off = coo. DOWN, COOL SB 


DOWN 1 


Coop /kwp/ 
be cooped ‘up (in sth) if a person or an animal 


is cooped up, they/it are kept in a small place or 
inside a building: We’ve been cooped up (indoors) 
for hours because of the rain. 

@ be+v+adv 


cost 
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COP kip; AME ka:p/ (-pp-) 
¿cook sth ‘up 1 to cook sth, especially very „cop ‘off (with sb) (BrE, slang) to meet sb and start 


a sexual relationship with them 
® v+adv 


cop ‘out; cop ‘out of sth (informa) to avoid or 


not do sth that you should be doing, because you 
are afraid, shy, lazy, etc: Lots of people said they'd 
help but they've all copped out. © You can’t just 
cop out of difficult decisions. 

@ v+adv « v+adv> prep 

> ‘cop-out n (informal, disapproving) a way of, 
or an excuse for, avoiding sth you should be 
doing: You're not too busy to come! That's just a 
cop-out. 


Copy “kopi; AmE 'kapi/ (copies, copying, 


copied, copied) 


copy sth ‘down to write sth exactly as it is writ- 


ten somewhere else: [f I don't copy the phone 
number down, Uil forget it! o We copied down 
what the teacher had written on the blackboard. 
write sth down 

© v+niprontadv è v+adven 


copy sb ‘in (on sth) to make sure that sb receives 


acopy of a letter, an electronic message, etc. that 
you are sending to sb else: Please copy me in on 
all correspondence. 

® v+n/pron+ adv « v+ adv +n (rare) 


copy sth ‘out to write sth out again; to make a 


copy of sth that is already written or printed: 
She copied out a recipe she found in a library 
book. 

337) write sth out 

@ v+adv+n + v>n/pron+ adv 


cordon /'‘ko:dn; AmE'ka:rdn/ 
cordon sth ‘off to stop people going into an area 


by forming a line or ring around it with police, 
soldiers, objects, etc: Police cordoned off the area 
until the bomb twas defused. 

area, streat close sth off (to sb/sth) 
Cordon sth off is often used in the passive: 
The roads were cordoned off 

@ vtadv+n « v+nipron+adv 


Cost /kost; AmE ko:st/ 
cost sth ‘out to estimate how much money will 


be needed for sth: We'll have to cost the work out 
before we make a decision. o Have you costed out 
how much it will be to hire another member of 
staff? 

Cost sth is usually used with this meaning. 
@ v+nipron+ adv « V+adven 


cosy 64 


COSY (BrE) (AmE cory) /'kavzi;, AmE "kouzi} 
(cosies, cosylng, cosied, costed) 


cosy ‘up te sb (yormali, especially AmE) to try 
to become friendly with sb, especially in order to 
gain an advantage for yourself: Shes oniy 
cosying up to him because she needs his help. 
cuddle up to sb (BrE, less frequent) 
© v+adv+ prep 


cotton /kotn: AmE‘ka:tn/ 


cotton ‘on (to sth) (informal to come to under- 
stand or realize sth without being told directly: 
She cottons on very quickly. o It took hima while 
fo cotton on to what I was trving to say. 
catch on (to sth} 
@ v + adv 


‘cotton to sb/sth (old-fashioned, AmE, infor- 
mal to begin to like or approve of sbisth: [didn't 
much cotton to the idea at first. 

Cotton to sb is often used in negative sen- 
tences. 
© v+prep 


cough kof Amz kafi 


cough ‘up; cough sth ‘up norma 1 (espe- 
cially Brf) to pay for sth or give sb money unwill- 
ingly: You owe me £20. Come on, cough Upi o 
Don't cough up the money until the job's finished. 
35v pay up 2 (Br) to admit sth or give sb infor- 
mation unwillingly: Come on, cough up: where've 
you been? BT own up (to sth/to doing sth); con- 
fess (to sth/to doing sth) (ore forma!) 
© vtadyv ə vtadvtn + v+n/pron+ adv 

cough sth ‘up to force sth out of the throat or 
lungs by coughing: He’s been coughing up blood. 
blood 
@ vtadvtn + v+nipron + adv 


count kant’ 


count a‘gainst sb to be a disadvantage to sb: 
fm sure that being late for the Interview counted 
against me. 
weigh against sb (ormat) 
© v+prep 

count a'mong sbsth; count = sb/sth 
a'mong sth to be considered, or to consider 
sb/sth, to be part of the group mentioned: She 
counts among the top ten marathon runners In the 
country. © The band count John Lennon among 
their influences.oI no longer counted myself 
among his friends. 
MA Count sb/sth among sb/sth is more fre- 
quent than count among sb/sth: Egypt was 
counted among the most powerful countries in the 
world. 
@ v+prep + v+n/pron+ prep 


count 'down (to sth), count sth ‘down to be 
waiting for an important or exciting day event, 
etc, and be counting the number of days, min- 
utes, etc. there are before it: The whole world was 
counting down to the new millennium. elm 
counting down the days until my trip. 
© vtadv e vtadvin + v+nipron + adv (rare) 
» ‘countdown (to sth) z 4 the act of counting 
backwards to zero, for example before a space- 
craft ig sent into space 2 the period immediately 
hefore sth important happens 

count sb 'in to include sb in a group or an activ- 
ity: [f you're going to the theatre, you can count 
me in. 
deal sb in (ess formal) count sb out 
@ v+nipron+ adv 

count ‘off (AmE) if people count off, they say 
loudly in order the numbers they have been 
given: He made everyone count off 
© vt adv 

‘count on sb/sth; ‘count on doling sth; 
‘count on sb/sth doing sth (also ‘count 
upon sb/sth, ‘count upon doing sth, ‘count 
upon sb/sth doing sth more for mai) to rely on sb 
to do sth: to expect sth to happen and make plans 
in an appropriate way: You can count on me! o 
Tm sure he'll help us.’ ‘Don’t count on it.’ o She 
hadn't counted on going swimming when she 
packed. o lm counting on your support. o I’m 
counting on yor fo support me. 
isye) bank on sb/sth, bank on doing sth, bank 
on sb/sth doing sth; reckon on sb/sth, reckon 
on doing sth, reckon on sh/sth doing sth 
These phrasal verbs can be used in the pas- 
sive: She can be counted upon to contribute good 
ideas. 
@ v+prep + v+ prep + n/pron + to inf 

count sb ‘out; count sb ‘out of sth Gnor- 
mad to not include sb in a group or an activity: 
You may enjoy those games, but you can count me 
out 
deal sb out, deal sb out of sth 
forr, count sb in 
® v+nipron+ adv « v+n/pron+ adv + prep 


count sth ‘out to count coins, etc. one by one 
and put them somewhere: He counted oui the 
exact money (on the counter). 
money, change, notes/coins 
@ vtadvtn + v+nipron+ adv 

count to'wards sth (also count to'ward sth 
especially AmE) to be included as part of sth you 
hope to obtain or achieve: Marks from this test 
count towards your final grade. o These sales will 
not count toward meeting the target. 
Count towards/toward sth can be used in 
the passive: These payments may be counted 
towards your pension. 
© v+prep 
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count sb/sth ‘up to add together the number of 
things or people in a group: Count up the number 
of times you've been abroad. 
number 
Count sb/sth is used with the same mean- 
ing. 
© vtadvtn « vtnipron+ adv 

‘count upon sb/sth; ‘count upon doing sth; 
‘count on sb/sth doing sth = COUNT on 
SB/STH, COUNT ON DOING STH. COUNT ON SB/STH 
DOING STH 


couple kapl; 


‘couple sb/sth with sb/sth to link one person, 
thing or situation with another: The large num- 
ber of new graduates, coupled with high 
unemployment, means that there is fierce competi- 
tion for jobs. 

Couple sb/sth with sb/sth is usually used 
in the passive. 
@ v +n/pron + prep 


Cover kavar) 


cover sth ‘over (with sth) to cover sth com- 
pletely, especially to hide or protect it: Put the 
bulbs in a bowl and cover them over with soll. o 
The shopping mall ts covered over with an enor- 
mous glass roof 
Cover sth (with sth) is used more often 
with this meaning. 
® vtn/pron+adv e vt+advin 

‘cover ‘up. cover yourself ‘up (with sth) to 
put on more clothes: Make sure you cover up 
before going out in the sun. o Cover yourself up. 
It's cold, 
@ v+ adv + v+pron+adv 

cover ‘up (for sb/sth), cover sth ‘up to try 
hard to stop people finding out about a mistake, a 
crime, etc.; to hide the truth about sth: He's 
always covering up for hero The government's 
attempts to cover up the scandal failed. 
scandal, mistake, truth 187) conceal sth 
(more formal, hide sth 
@ vtadv + vtadvtn + v+prontadv + v+n+adv 

(less frequent) 

> ‘cover-up ^ [usually sing.] an act of hiding a 
mistake, a crime, etc: The opposition accused the 
government af a cover-up. 

cover sb/sth ‘up to put sth over sb/sth in order 
to hide or protect them/it: You can cover up ugly 
pipes with wooden boxes. o There was something 
on the table covered up with a cloth. 
@ vt+adv+n + v+ni/pron+ adv 


COZY /kavzi; AmE 'kouzi/ (cozles, cozying, 
cozied, cozied) 


cozy ‘up to sb (Am£) = cosy up TO SB 


crank up 


crack /krek/ 


crack 'down, crack ‘down on sb/sth to try 
harder to prevent people breaking a rule, using 
sth harmful, committing a crime, etc. and deal 
severely with those who do: Police are cracking 
down hard on drug dealers. o The government ts 
cracking down on misleading food labelling. 
clamp down, clamp down on sb/sth 
© v+adv + v+adv+ prep 
+ ‘crackdown (on sb/sth) n severe action that is 
taken to prevent people committing a crime, 
opposing the government, etc: a police crackdown 
on car crime 

crack ‘on (with sth) (BrE, informal) to work hard 
and do sth quickly: We'd better crack on with the 
painting before it gets dark. 
5s) get on (with sth) 
@ vt adv 

crack ‘up (informal) to become physically or 
mentally ill because you are under pressure: 
She's cracking up under the strain. 
® v+adv 
» ‘crack-up n (informal, especially AmE) a 
period of mental illness caused by pressure 

crack ‘up; crack sb ‘up (informai to start 
laughing a lot; to make sb laugh a lot: Everybody 
cracked up when he fell over o She's so funny — 
she cracks me up! 
TYR crease up, crease sb up (BrE) 
Crack sb up is not used in the passive. 
@ vtadv + v+nipron+adv 
EN be cracked ‘up to be sth (izformad to be as 
good, clever, exciting, cte. as people think or say 
sb/sth is: Stardom is not all it’s cracked up to be. © 
She's not as good as she’s cracked up to be. 


cram krem; (-mm-) 


cram ‘into sth: cram sb/sth ‘In; cram 
sb/sth ‘In/into sth to go into a place or space 
that is too small for everyone/feverything; to push 
or force sb/sth into a place or space that is too 
small: Six of us crammed into Roh's Mini. oT 
oniy had three days in New York, but I crammed in 
as much sightseeing as I could. o He crammed ali 
the sweets into his mouth. o You can’t cram eight 
children into the car! 
© v+ prep « v+n/pron+ adv + vt+advtn + 

v¥+n/pron + prep 


crank krenk! 


crank sth ‘out (informal, especially AmE) to pro- 
duce sth quickly and in large amounts: The piant 
can crank out about 63 cars an hour. 
churn sth out; turn sth out 
@ vtadvi+n « v+n/pron+ adv 

crank sth ‘up (informa) 1 to make a machine 
start working or work better: It’s time tocrank up 
the air conditioning. 2 to make music, etc. louder: 


crash 66 


They cranked the music up when the party credit kredit; 


started. music, volume tum sth up 
(more formal) 
© v+nipron+ adv + v+advtn 


crash jkre/ 


crash a'round (also crash a'bout/round espe- 
cially BrE) Ginformal) to move around making a 
lot of noise: I heard her crashing about in the 
bathroom. 
@ v+adv 


crash 'down to fall with a very loud noise: Pas- 
sengers had a lucky escape when a huge tree 
crashed down onto a bus. o John’s hand came 
crashing down on the table C he hit the table 
hard with his hand). o (figurative) All my 
dreams came crashing down around me (= 1 
completely failed in what I wanted to do). 
Crash down is usually followed by a 
phrase beginning with a preposition. 
® v+ adv 

crash ‘out (informal, especially BrE) to go to 
sleep hecause you are very tired: J was so tired I 
crashed out in an armchair 
flake out (BrE) 
@ vtadv 

crash ‘out of sth (in sport) to lose a game very 
badly and so not be able to continue to take part 
in a competition: England crashed out of the 
World Cup. 
This phrasal verb is used especially in 
newspapers. 
© v+ adv + prap 

crash ‘round (especially BTE) = CRASH AROUND 


crawl kral; 


‘crawl with sb/sth (usually used in the progres- 
sive tenses) to be tull of moving people, animals, 
insects, etc. in an unpleasant way: The place is 
crawling with cops! 
police, insects 
@ v+ prep 


cream ‘krim/ 


cream sb/sth ‘off to take away the best people 
or things in a group or an amount of money, usu- 
ally for your own advantage: The best pupils are 
creamed off into special classes. © The company’s 
directors are creaming off the profits. 
@ vtadvtn « v+ni/pron+ adv 


crease jkri:s/ 


Crease ‘up; crease sb ‘up (BrE, informal) to 
start laughing: to make sb start laughing: We all 
creased up when we saw her hat! o His pro- 
gramme always creases me Up. 
crack up, crack sb up 
@ vtadv + v+n/pron + adv 


‘credit A with B: ‘credit B to A 1 to believe 


that sb/sth is responsible for sth or for doing sth, 
especially sth good: Bach is credited with per- 
forming the first solo on a piano, o She credits her 
good looks and intelligence to her father’s side of 
the family. 2 to consider that sb/sth has a particu- 
lar good quality or characteristic: I had credited 
him with more sense. o Numerous health benefits 
are credited to this natural oil, 

Credit A with B is often used in the pas- 
sive. + You can also use the pattern credit sb/sth 
as sth, especially in the passive: The cheetah is 
generally credited as the world’s fastest animal. 
@ v +nipron+ prep 


Creep /kri:p/ (crept, crept /krept/) 
creep ‘in; creep ‘into sth to start happening 


or affecting sb/sth gradually: J thought I'd 
decided, but then doubts started to creep in. o A 
hint of sarcasm crept into his voice. o More and 
more foreign words are creeping into the lan- 
guage. 

@ vtadv è v+prep 


creep ‘over sb/sth if a feeling creeps over you, 


or an expression creeps over your face, it grad- 
ually affects you: A feeling of tiredness began to 
creep over her o A Sly smile crept over her lips. 
SEY steal over sb/sth 

© v+ prep 


creep ‘up 1 if aprice, an amount, etc. creeps up, 


it rises very gradually: House prices are starting 
to creep up. 2 (on sb) to move nearer to sb/sth 
slowly and quietly without being seen or heard: 
Don’t creep up on me like that! o Jack crept up 
behind me. steal up (on sb) 

@ v+adv 


creep ‘up on sb 1 if an event, a date, etc. creeps 


up on you, it arrives before you are really ready 
for it: The exams just seemed to creep upon me. 2 
if a feeling, etc. creeps up on you, it starts to 
affect you before you realize it: Anorexia can 
creep up on young girls when they least expect it. 
®© v+ adv + prep 


Crop krop; AmE kra:p/ (-pp-) 
crop ‘up (informal) to appear, happen, etc. when 


it is not expected: J can’t make it tonighi — some- 
thing's cropped up. o Her name keeps cropping 
up everywhere. 

sev) come up 

@ vtadv 


Cross /kros; AmE kro:s/ 
cross sb/sth ‘off: cross sb/sth ‘off sth to 


remove sb's name or an item from a list by draw- 
ing a line through it because you have dealt with 
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thenvit or they/it are no longer involved: Cross 
off any items we've already got. o Jane won't be 
coming, so wecan cross her off the list. 
iy delete sth (more formal 
@ v+nipron+adv « v+advtn + v+n/pron+ prep 
cross sth ‘out/through to remove words from 
a text by drawing a line through them, usually 
because they are wrong: I crossed his name out 
and wrote mine instead, o You've spelt it wrong. 
Cross it out and try again. 
word, name delete sth (more formal 
© v+nipron+adv e vtadvien 
Eross ‘over 1 (also cross ‘over sth) (especially 
BrE) to go from one side of sth, for example a 
road/street, a room, etc. to the other: Let’s cross 
over to the other side. o She crossed over the road. 
road, bridge 2 (into/to sth) to move from one 
style or type of music, culture, politics, etc. to 
another; to combine parts of different styles or 
types: They're a blues band who have succeeded 
in crossing over to jazz. 
© 4 vtady « v+prep 
2vt+adv 
> ‘crossover 7 2 successful combination of dif- 
ferent styles or types of music or culture; a suc- 
cessful change from one style or type to another: 
a fresh and exciting rock-dance crossover o a 
crossover artist 


cross sth ‘through = cross STH OUT/THROUGH 


crouch krauti; 


‘crouch over sb/sth to bend over sb/sth so you 
are near them/it: She crouched over the injured 
man, Checking his wounds. 
© v+prep 


crowd /kravd/ 


crowd a'round; crowd a'round sb/sth 
(especially AmE) : CROWD ROUND, CROWD ROUND 
SB/STH 

crowd ‘in: crowd ‘into sth to move in large 
numbers into a small place: As soon as the doors 
opened people began to crowd in.o We ali 
crowded into the lift, o figurative) Memories she 
would rather forget came crowding in. o (fiz- 
urative) Doubts crowded into my mind. 
plte in, pile into sth 
@ v+adv + v+prep 

crowd sb/sth ‘in; crowd sb/sth ‘into/‘onto 
sth to put a large mumber of people or things 
into a small space: { doubt if we can crowd any 
more people in — the place is packed already. o We 
were ail crowded into a small area behind the 
goal. 
B®} cram sb/sth in, cram sb/sth in/into sth; 
pack sb/sth in, pack sb/sth into sth 
4 v +nipron+ adv + v+adv+n + v+n/pron+ prep 


FOTN eee a Re A A ETETETTEEEETETETEEEEETES 


crowd ‘in (on sb) if high buildings, mountains, 
etc. crowd in, they seem to surround you and 
threaten you or have a strong effect on you: The 
high walls seemed to crowd in (on her). o (figura- 
tive) He tried to resist the fears thai were crowding 
inon him. 
®© v+adv+ prep 

Crowd sb/sth 'onto sth = CROWD SB/STH in, 
CROWD SB/STH INTO/ONTO STH 

crowd sb/sth ‘out, crowd sb/sth ‘out of 
sth if a number of people or things crowd out 
other people or things, they are present in such 
large numbers that there is no room for anyone 
or anything else: Tourists are crowding the regu- 
lar customers out of the bar. o (figurative) Small 
shops are increasingly being crowded out by the 
big supermarkets. 
JEYN) squeeze sb/sth out, squeeze sb/sth out 
of sth 
@ vitnipron+ adv èe vtadven + 

v +nfpron + adv + prep 

crowd ‘round; crowd ‘round sb/sth (espe- 
cially BrE)(AmE usually crowd a'round, crowd 
around sb/sth) to gather in large numbers 
around shisth: People were crowding around to 
see what was going on. ¢ Fans crowded round 
him to ask for his autograph. 
© v+adv « v+prep 


crumple krampi; 


crumple sth ‘up to crush sth, especially a piece 
of paper, into a ball: She crumpled his letter up 
without even looking at it. 
EJ paper 
@ v+nipran+ adv « vtadven 


cry /krai/ (cries, crying, cried, cried) 


‘cry for sth to ask for or demand sth in a forceful 
or urgent way: The families of the victims are cry- 
ing for justice. o Listen! That sounds like some- 
body crying (= calling) for help. 
help, mercy 
© v+ prep 

cry ‘off, cry ‘off sth: cry ‘off doing sth 
(BrE) to decide not to do sth you have promised 
or agreed to do: We'd arranged to go together hut 
Luis cried off at the last moment. o Why did you 
cry off training last night? 
pull out, pull out of sth, pull out of doing 
sth 
> see also BEG OFF, BEG OFF STH, BEG OFF DOING 
STH 
@ vt+adv + v+prep 

ory ‘out to make a loud sound without words 
because you are hurt, afraid, surprised, etc: She 
cried out infwith pain. 

@ v+adyv 


al aaa lala lee eee LL eee ee ere tere re re cree ee re ee eT | ee OCCT terre. errr rr rr ee rrert Ferree rer Taree rrr iirc e rr titre riser reer errr rr Teter rir Tr Tenetr rier ti rrere rer titres iret i rere rrr er rerrrT Erie r et rir rierreee rr rrigerr Otitis reer re Parrett eres] 


cry ‘out sth to shout sth loudly: He suddenty GUTS@ /ks:s; AmE ka:rs;/ cut ‘dewn (on sth) 1 to reduce the amount or eut sb 'In (on sth) (informal) to include sb ina 


cried out, “Stop at once!’ o She could hear a voice 
crying out her name. 

@ v+adv+speech + v+adv+n 

fd for crying out ‘loud! (spoken, informal used 
to show that you are surprised or angry about 
sth: For crying out loud! What did you do that for? 


cry ‘out against sth to protest strongly about 
sth: People have been crying out against this 
abuse for years, 
@ v + adv + prep 
» ‘outcry (against/at/over sth) n [C] [U} a public 
reaction of strong protest against sth: There is 
Sure to be a massive outcry against the proposals. 
cry ‘out for sth (usually used in the progressive 
tenses) to clearly need sth very quickly: The 
group is crying oul for new members. o The whole 
system was crying out for a radical review, 
@® v+ adv + prep 


cuddle (adi 


‘cuddle ‘up (to/against sb), cuddle ‘up 
together if children, pets, cte. cuddle up, they 
sit or lie close to each other or sb else, because 
they need warmth or comfort, or want to show 
affection: Jack cuddled up to his mother o The 
cubs cuddle up together for warmth. 

“YH snuggle up (to/against sb/sth} 
@ vtadv è vtadv+adv 

cuddle ‘up to sb/sth (5rE, informal, rare) to 
try to be friendly to sb in order to gain an advan- 
tage for yourself: Just before the election they 
started cuddling up to the government. 
cosy up to sb 
© v+adv + prep 


culminate kammer; 


‘culminate In sth (also ‘culminate with sth less 
frequent) (format) to end with a particular result 
or conclusion, or af a particular point: The nego- 
tiations culminated in an agreement acceptable to 
all sides. 
© v+prep 


Curl jkad: AmE kar] 


curt ‘up: be curled ‘up 1 to lie down or sit 
down with your back curved and your knees and 
arms close to your body: I love curling up in an 
armchair with a good book. o The cat was curled 
up asleep under the bush. 2 if the edges of pages, 
leaves, etc. curl up they bend towards the mid- 
dle: The pages had all curled up at the corners. 
@ vtady + be+v+adv 

curl sth ‘up: curl yourself ‘up to bend 
sth/yourself into a tight curved shape: She curled 
her leps up under her on the sofa. o He curled him- 
self up under the covers and went to sleep. 
$ v+ nipron + adv 


be ‘cursed with sth to have or suffer from sth 
bad: He was cursed with poor heaith from child- 
hood. o lve always been cursed with bad luck. 
@ be+v+prap 


curtain fkatn; AmE ‘kartn/ 


curtain sth off (from sth) to separate part of a 
room with a curtain or curtains: A corner of the 
room was curtained off 
@ v+nipron+ adv è v+adven 


cut /kat/ (cutting, cut, cut) 


~ across ~ off 


~ away 70 ~out, out of 
~ back ~ out for 

69 ~down ~ through 
~in ~ up 
~into 


cut a'cross sth 1 (a/so cut ‘through sth) to take 
a short route (a short cut) across a place instead 
of going around it: We'll get there quicker if we 
cut across the fields. 2 to affect or be true for 
people in different groups that usually remain 
separate: Opposition to the proposal cuts across 
party boundaries. boundary, division 3 to 
interrupt and stop sth: The sound of the fire 
alarm cut across his attempt to explain. 
© v+ prep 

cut sth a'way (from sth) to remove sth by cut- 
ting with a knife or a sharp tool: Cut away any 
dead branches. 
@ vt+adv+n e v+nipron + adv 


cut 'back (on sth) 4 to reduce sth such as the 
amount sb spends or produces: The recession 
means that everyone is cutting back. o We've had 
to cut back on staff to save money. 2 (especially 
AmE) to eat, drink or use less of a particular 
thing, usually for your health: I smoke too much. 
I must cut back. o The doctor’s told me to cut back 
on red meal, 
-> see also CUT STH BACK l; CUT DOWN 
@ vtadv 
# ‘cutback (in sth) z [usually pl.} a reduction in 
Sth: cutbacks in public spending 


cut sth ‘back 1 to reduce sth a lot, especially to 


save money or improve the environment or your 
health: Government funding is being cut back. © 
We have agreed to cut back GFC emissions by the 
end of the century. production, spending, 
pollution pare sth down (to sth), pare sth 
back (to sth) {4 Cut sth back is often used in 
the passive in this meaning. 2 to reduce the size 
of a plant, a bush, etc. by cutting parts off: That 
rose bush needs cutting back a lot. bush, tree 
prune sth 

@ viadvin + v+pron+adv + v+n+ adv (less 

frequent) 


quantity of sth: Recycling cuts down on waste. © 
Ive spent too much already thismonth I’ll have 
to cut down a bit (= spend less money). 2 to con- 
sume, use or buy less of sth: The doctor ’s told me 
to cut down. on fatty foods. oI haven't stopped 
smoking, but I’ve cut down to five a day 

-+ See also CUT STH DOWN 1; CUT BACK 

@ v+adv 


cut sb ‘down (formal, BrE) to kill sb: He was cut 


down by pneumonia at an early age. 

Cut sb down is often used in the passive in 
this meaning. 

@ v+n/pron+ adv + vtadven 


cut sb/sth ‘down (Am, informal to make sb 


feel or look stupid, especialiy in front of other 
people: He altsays cuts her down in front of his 
Jriends, © She’s always cutting down my lifestyle. 
put sb down 

@ vtnipron+ adv e v+adv +n 

cut sb down to ‘size to show sb that they are 
not as important as they think they are 

> 'cutdown (AmE) (BrE ‘put-down) n (informal 
aremark or criticism that is intended to make sb 
feel or look stupid 


cut sth ‘down 1 to reduce the amount or quan- 


tity of sth: Measures were introduced to cut down 
the number of road accidents involving children. 
© The policy aims at cutting down exhaust emis- 
sions. number, costs, amount 13N) reduce 
sth (more forma) Mea Cut sth can also be used 
with this meaning. Cut sth, not cut sth down is 
used for reducing the cost or the price of sth: Per- 
roligas prices have been cut. > see also CUT DOWN; 
CUT STH BACK 12 to make a tree, etc. fall down by 
cutting it at the base: Every time we cul a tree 
down, we plant a new one. tree 5%) chop 
sth down: fell sth (more formal) 3 to reduce the 
length of sth: Please cut your article down to 1000 
words. B® shorten sth (nore forma) Cut 
sth can also be used with this meaning. 

@ vy +advt+n + v+nipron+ adv 


cut ‘in 1 (on sb/sth) to interrupt sb/sth: ‘Listen to 


me! she cut in impatiently 18%) Interrupt 
(sb/sth) > see also CUT INTO STH 22 (on sh/sth) (of 
a Vehicle or a driver) to move suddenly in front of 
another vehicle in a dangerous way, leaving little 
space between the two vehicles: The lorry cut in 
(on me) suddenly and I had to brake sharply. 3 (of 
an engine, a motor or a piece of equipment} to 
start working automatically, especially after 
another source of power has failed: If the power 
fails, the generator will cut in. SYD kick in 4 
(AmE, informal to push in front of people who 
have been waiting in a line: Semeone tried to cut 
in in front of us. o She saw some friends in line 
and cut in with them. Wm) push In (Brey 

@ v+adv 1 alsov+adv+speech 


deal and give them a share of the profits: Do you 
think we can cut Harris in on the deal? 
© v+nipron + adv 


cut ‘into sth 1 to make a mark, an opening or a 


wound in sth with a knife or a sharp object: Make 
some pencil guidelines before you cut into the 
wood. © The rape was cutting into her wrists (= 
because it was very tight). cake, meat, etc. 
2 to interrupt sth: His voice cut into her thoughts. 
thoughts 3 to begin to use part or too much 
of sb’s time, sth that belongs to sb else, etc: My 
work's cutting into my free time at the moment. o 
The independent stations are cutting Into our 
audience. time 8% encroach on/upon sth 
(more formal) 

$ v+ prep 


cut sb ‘off 1 to refuse to let sb have any of your 


money or property after you die: He cut his son off 
without a penny. son, daughter J87% disin- 
herit sb (more formal + see also CUT SB OUT, CUT 
$B OUT OF STH 2 to end a relationship with sb 
because you do not want to see or talk to them 
any more: His family have cut him off since he 
told them what he'd done, 3 to interrupt a tele- 
phone conversation by breaking the connection: 
Operator, I’ve just been cut off Cut sb off is 
usually used in the passive in this meaning. 

® 1,2 v+nipron+ adv + v+ adv +n (less frequent) 

3 v+ npron + adv 

[EI be cut off in your ‘prime to die suddenly 
when you are still young, strong and successful 


cut sb/sth ‘off 1 (aiso cut yourself ‘off) (from 


sb/sth) to separate sb/sth/yourself physically or 
socially from other people or things: Ais deafness 
cut him aff from his family and friends, o She cut 
herself off from music after her marriage. o Why 
has he cut off ali contact with his family? o The 


farm gels completely cut off in the winter o fig- 


urative) Politicians are cut off from the reality of 
poverty isolate sb/sth‘yourself (from 
sb/sth) Sia Cut sb/sth/yourself off is often 
used in the passive in this meaning: The children 
were cut off by the tide. 2 to interrupt sb when 
they are speaking: He cut me off in mid-sentence. 
© My explanation was abruptly cut off 3 to stop 
the supply of gas, water or electricity to sb’s 
home: The gas company threatened to cut them off 
if they didn’t pay the bill. o The water supply had 
been cut off 4(AmE) =cut SB/STH UP A sports car 
cut me off as I turned into the road. 5 to prevent 
sb from reaching or leaving a place; to stop sb: 
Try to cut him off at the traffic lights. 

@& v+n/pron + adv + v+adven 

» ‘cut-off n an act of stopping sth 

+ see GISO CUT-OFF at CUT STH OFF; CUT-OFF af 

CUT STH OFF, CUT STH OFF STH 


cut sth ‘off to block or get in the way of sth, etc: 
The police cut off all their escape routes. o The 
new hotel cuts off our view of the sea. 

route, aid, supplies 

@ vtadv+n « v+népron + adv 

> ‘cut-off na point or a limit when you stop sth: a 
cut-off in aid > What ts the cut-off date for regis- 
tration? 

> see also CUT-OFF at CUT SBISTH OFF; CUT-OFF at 
CUT STH OFF, CUT STH OFF STH 

cut sth ‘off; cut sth ‘off sth to remove sth by 
cutting it with a knife or asharp tool: Hecut off a 
metre of cloth from the roll. o Mind you don’t cut 
your fingers off! o She's had all her hair cut off. 
© If the photo is too large for the frame, cut a bit off 
the top. © (figurative) Five seconds has been cut off 
the worid record. 

77 chop sth off, chop sth off sth 

© v+n/pron+ adv + v+advtn + v+n/pron+ prep 

> ‘cut-offs 72 [pl.] trousers/pants that have been 
made shorter by cutting off part of the legs 

® ‘cut-off adj [only before noun] cut-off trou- 
sers/pants have been made shorter by cutting off 
part of the legs 

-> see also CUT-OFF at CUT SR/STH OPF; CUT-OFF at 
CUT STH OFF 

> ‘offcut n (especially BrE) a piece of wood, 
paper, etc. that remains after the main piece has 
been cut 


cut yourself ‘off (from sb/sth) . cur ss OFF 1 


cut ‘out if an engine or a motor cuts out, it sud- 
denly stops working: One of the aircraft's engines 
cuit ot. 
@® v + adv 
> ‘cut-out n (especially BrE) a safety device that 
stops an electric current from flowing through 
sth: A cut-out stops the kettle boiling dry. 
> see aiso CUT-OUT at CUT STH OUT, CUT STH OUT 
OF STH 
cut ‘out; cut ‘out of sth (Am2£) 1 (of a vehicle 
or a driver) to move suddenly sideways out of a 
line of traffic: Did you see the way the car in front 
cut out? 2 (old-fashioned, siang) to leave: I'm cut- 
ting oul (af here). See you later. 
@ v+adv + v+adv + prep 
cut sb ‘out; cut sb ‘out of sth to not allow sb 
to be involved in sth: lf we deliver the goods our- 
selves, we can cul out the middleman. o Don’t cut 
your parents out of your lives! © She cut me out of 
her will (~ refused to let me have any of her 
money or property after she died). 
-> seg also CUT SB OFF 1 
@ v+advin + v+n/pron+ adv + 

¥ +n/pron + adv + prep 
cut sth ‘out 1 to make sth unnecessary: Cut out 
some of the administration by computerizing 
your records, o The new fast train service cuts out 
the need for a long bus journey. need 2 
(informal) to stop doing, using or eating sth: I've 
cut out sweets to try to lose weight. smoking, 


drink, sweets 3 (informal to block light or 
sound: That tree in front of the window cuts out 
the light. light, noise 57) block sth out 4 
(informal) used to tell sb to stop doing or saying 
sth that is annoying you: Im sick of you nwo 
arguing — just cut it out! o Now cut oud the jokes 
and pay attention! BEJ it, that 5 to make sth by 
cutting: They managed to cut out a path through 
the jungle. 

@ vinipront adv « v+advin 


cut sth ‘out; cut sth ‘out of sth 1 to remove 


sth you want from sth larger by cutting; to cut 
the shape of sth from a piece of fabric, paper, etc: 
Simply cut out and return the coupon. © She cut 
the article out of the newspaper. o The children 
enjoy culling shapes out of coloured paper 
article, picture 2 to remove sth bad from sth by 
cutting: J cut out the bad parts of the apple. 3 
(informa?) to leave sth out of a piece of writing, 
etc: You can cut out the unimportant details. 
omit sth 
@ vtnipron+adv è vtadvin « 

v+n/pran + adv + prep 
have your ‘work cut out (for you) (formal) to 
face a difficult task or situation: You’l! have your 
work cut out to beat him. 
» ‘cut-out z a shape cut out of paper, wood, etc: a 
cardboard cut-out 
-> see alSO CUT-OUT at CUT OUT 


be cut ‘out for sth; be cut ‘out to do/be 


sth (informa?) to have the qualities and abilities 
needed for sth: I don't think Tm cut out for coun- 
try life. o He's not cut out to be a politician. 

Sag This phrasal verb is usually used in nega- 
tive sentences. 

@ be+v+adv+ prep + be +v+ adv + toinf 


cut ‘through sth 1 © cur across STH 1 The path 


cuts through the wood. o It should be quicker if 
we cut through town. 2 to pass through sth by cut- 
ting: Will this saw cut through metal? o figura- 
tive) The sharp wind cut through his shirt. o 
(figurative) The pain cut through him like a knife. 
3 to overcome a difficulty that is preventing you 
from making progress: Once you cut through the 
technical language the report is easy to under- 
stand. o The yacht cut smoothly through the 
waves. 4 to interrupt sth: His voice cut through 
her thoughts. 

-> see also CUT STH THROUGH STH 


@® v+prep 


cut sth ‘through sth to make a path or passage 


through sth by cutting: They had to use their 
knives to cut a path through the undergrowth. 
68) path 

+ seg also CUT THROUGH STH 

@ v+n/pron+prap 


cut sb ‘up (informal) 1 to injure sb by cutting 


them with a knife, a piece of glass, etc: He was 
very badly cut up in the fight. 2 to make sb very 


71 


emotionally upset: She's still very cut up about 
the divorce. Cut sb up is usually used in the 
passive in this meaning. 
4 1 v+nipron+ adv e v+adv+n 

2 v+nipron + adv 


cut sb/sth ‘up (BrE) (AmE cut sb/sth ‘off) (of a 


vehicle or a driver) to suddenly drive in front of 
another vehicle in a dangerous way: Did vou see 
how he cut me up? 

carve sb/sth up (BrE) 

© v+nipront+adv + vtadv+n 


cut sth ‘up to divide sth into small pieces witha 


knife or a sharp tool: Who's going to cut up the 
vegetables? 

YP chop sth up 

@ vtnforon+ adv + v+adven 


dawn /ds:n? 


‘dawn on sb (a/so'dawn upon sb more formai) if 
an idea, the truth or a fact dawns on you, you 
realize it for the first time: It suddenly dawned on 
us that we were lost. o The answer finally dawned 


SUF O ROR edd dea ee ea 
Pee a ee Pe TT Pe ee 


dab /daeb/ (bb-) damped down activity in the housing market. 4 


(rare) to make a surface slightly wet by spraying 


ETTET TIETEET ireeec ie trens rr Pitt ee cere ee rrr PERE Re OLR ELL gL LE ee Alkali a 


‘dab at sth (with sth) to touch sth, especially your bce naecnay on me. 
face, several times, quickly and lightly: Shewas 3 small amount of water ever it 38%) strike sb 
crying and dabbing at her eyes with a handker- È YTOS YN + v+pron*adv + v+n-+adv (rare) & v+prep 


chief o He gently dabbed at his cuts with a plece of 
cotton wool. 

my, your, etc. eyes 

Dab sth can be used with the same mean- 
ing: She dabbed her eyes with a handkerchief 


dang le /‘deengl/ 


dangle sth be'fore sb/sth to offer sb sth very 
attractive to try to persuade them to do sth: it’s 
the biggest financial incentive ever dangled hefore 


deal jdi:1; (dealt, dealt /delt;) 

‘deal in sth 4 to do business; to make money by 
buying and selling a particular product or kind 
of goods: He made a fortune dealing in stocks 


© v+ prep British footballers. and shares. o They deal exclusively in Chinese 
dab sth ‘off to remove sth such as a stain, sth EAA In front of can be used instead of before. art. © The company deals in computer software. 
you have spilled on sth, etc. with quick, light © v+n/pron + prep shares, art 2 to make money by buying and 
movements: Dab the coffee off with your hand- selling goods illegally, especially drugs: They're 
kerchief dash jas; rumoured to be dealing in stolen goods. 


®© v+nipron+ adv e v+adv+n 

dab sth ‘on (with sth) to put sth on a surface with 
quick, light movements: Dad the paint on with a 
sponge. © She dabbed on a littie perfume. 
@ v+nipron+ adv « vtadvin 


drugs, arms 3 to be concerned with or involved 
in sth: This newspaper doesn't deal in gossip, only 
in facts. © She’s not the type to deal in rumours. 
vt prep 

deal sb ‘in (informal, especially AmE) to include 
sb in an activity: if sounds like a great plan! Deal 
mein! 
Ewa count sb in 
deal sb out, deal sb out of sth 
® v + ni/pron + adv 

deal sb ‘out; deal sb ‘out of sth (Am, infor- 
mal) to not include sb in an activity: You can deal 
me out of this. I don't want to get inveived in any- 
thing ulegat. 
XY count sb out, count sb out of sth 
deai sb in 
@ v+nipron+ adv + v+n/pron + adv + prep 


dash a'bout (especially BrE) =DASH AROUND 

dash a'galnst sth (of rain, waves, the sea, ete.) 
to beat violently against a surface 
@ v+ prep 

dash a'round (also dash a'bout/round espe- 
cially BrE) to move very quickly from place to 
place, being very busy: J’ve been dashing around 
all day! o At the scene of the accident, people were 
dashing about all over the place. 
rush around 
@ vtadv 

dash a'way/off to go away from a place in a 
hurry: He dashes off every day at 4o'clock. 
@ v+adv 

dash sth a'way if you dash tears away, you 
remove them quickly from your face: He dashed 


dabble ;dzb); 


‘dabble in sth to take part in an activity or a 
sport, but not very seriously: She swims twice a 
week and has been dabbiing in weight training. 
@ v+ prep 


dally dæi; (dailies, dallying, dallied, dallied) 


‘dally with sth/sb (old-fashioned) to think about 
sth, do sth or treat sb in a way that is not serious 
enough: They've been dallying with the idea for 


vears, y FT ; fe pay ; 
idea, thought J276) toy with sth trae fana EAE EEE deal sth ‘out (to sb) 1 to share sth among a num- 
i , ber of people, groups of people or organizations: 
v+pre pron : 
ut a © : : w PANPI RR We'll deal out the proceeds to several charities. © 
dam dæm dash ‘off = nash away/orr The profits were dealt out among the investors. 


iO distribute sth omore formal 2 (ina game of 
cards) to give cards to each player: She dealt out 
seven cards to each player Deal sth can also 
be used with this meaning. 3 to give sb a particu- 
lar punishment; to say what punishment sb 
should have: She dealt out the same punishment 
to all the children. o Severe penalties are dealt out 
to persistent offenders. punishment 
administer sth (ormai) 


dash sth ‘off to write or draw sth very quickly: / 
dashed off a quick letter to my brother. 
357R) scribble sth . 
@ vtadvin +» v+pron+adv + v+n+ady (rare) 


dash ‘round (especialiy BrE) = DASH AROUND 


date jdeit; 
date ‘back ... (aiso date ‘back to sth) to have 


dam sth ‘up to stop the water flowing in a river 
by building sth across it (a dam): The stream was 
dammed up to form ornamental lakes. o (figura- 
tive) I tried to dam up my tears. 
@ vtadvtn + v+nipron+ adv 


damp idæmp; (aiso dampen /‘daeempan/)} 
damp sth ‘down 1 to make a fire burn more 


slowly or stop burning: Firefighters were damp- 
ing down the embers hours later. o He put sand on 
the fire to try to damp it down. © The fire had been 
damped down but not extinguished. fire 2 if 
somebody or something damps dawn an emo- 
tion or a feeling, it becomes less strong: She tried 
to damp down her feelings of despair emo- 
tions 3 if somebody or something damps down 
a situation or an activity, it becomes slower or 
weaker: The latest increase in interest rates has 


existed since a particular time in the past or for 
the length of time mentioned: It’s a tradition that 
dates back at least a thousand years. o Her prob- 
lems date back to her childhood. © The town dates 
back to Roman times. 
© viadv + v+adv+ prep 

‘date from sth to have existed since a particular 
time in the past: It is a beautiful vase dating fram 
about 1715. o The strike was the latest stage in a 
dispute which dated from 1990. 
@ v+ prep 


@ 1,2v+advin + v+nipron+ adv 
3vtadv+n « v+pron+ adv 


‘deal with sb 1 to look after, talk to or control 


people in an appropriate way, especially as part 
of your job: Her job involves dealing with young 
offenders. o They're very difficult people to deal 
with. handle sb 2 to take appropriate 
action in a particular situation or according to 
who you are talking to, etc: Can you deal with this 
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customer? o We have to deal with students and 
handle a load of paperwork as well. o Mast 
patients are dealt with within four weeks, 3 to 
take appropriate action to punish sb who has 
done sth wrong: Your father will deal with you 
when he gets home, o Athletes found guilty of tak- 
ing drugs were swiftly dealt with. sort sb 
out 

$ vt prep 


‘deal with sb/sth 1 to do business regularly 


with a person, an organization, a government, 
ete: We prefer to deal only with reputable com- 
panies. o It is best to deal directly with foreign 
suppliers. business, company 2 to talk to 
sb, an organization, a government, etc. in order 
to reach an agreement or settle a dispute: I prefer 
to deal with somebody in authority. o It would 
help if I knew exactly who I'm dealing with. 

@ vt prep 


‘deal with sth 1 to solve a problem, carry outa 


task, etc: to deal with enquiriesfissuesicomplaints 
o The police dealt with the incident very gfi- 
ciently o There’s some urgent correspondence 
here that hasn’t been dealt with. problems, 
matter, situation, crisis 2 (of a book, poem, art- 
icle, etc.) to be about sth: The next programme 
deals with the subject of divorce. subject, 
question, issue cover sth 3 if you deal 
with an emotion such as anger or sadness, you 
learn to control it or become less affected by it: 
He is beginning to deal with his anger in a con- 
structive way. © ‘You've got to try and forget her 
and get on with pour life.’ ‘I'm dealing with HI © 
She's good at dealing with pressure. 

TH anger, grief, loss 127 cope (with sth) 
(dd Deal with sth can be used in the passive. 
© v+ prep 


debar iarba (-rr-) 
de'bar sb from sth; de'bar sb from doing 


sth (formal to prevent sb from doing sth, join- 
ing an organization, going somewhere, etc: Stu- 
dents who have not paid their fees will be debarred 
from taking examinations. o He was debarred 
from holding public office. 

@ v +nipron + prep 


decide jdrsard; 
decide on sb/sth (also de'cide upon sb/sth 


more formal) to choose sb/sth after careful 
thought: We kavem t decided on a date for the wed- 
ding yet. o Have you decided on whether to take 
the job or not? 

settle on/upon sth 

Decide on/upon sb/sth can be used in the 
passive: Nothing has yet been decided on. 

® v+prep 
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deck dek; 


deck sb ‘out; deck yourself ‘out (in/as/like 
sth) to put on interesting and colourful clothes or 
jewellery, usually for a special occasion: He 
decked himself out in his best suit. © A lot of Sup- 
porters were decked out in the team's colours. 
dress up (as sth), dress sb/yourself up 
(as sb/sth) 
Deck sb out is usually used in the passive. 
+ Deck sb/yourself (in/with sth) is also used 
with this meaning. 
È vtadv+n « v+nipron+ady 

deck sth ‘out (within/like sth) to decorate sth, 
especially a room or a building, for a special 
oceasion: The canteen was decked out with 
Christmas decorations. © The room was decked 
out to look like the inside of a spaceship. 
OR) room 
Deck sth out is usually used in the passive. 
+ Deck sth can also be used with this meaning. 
© v+advin » v+n/pron+ ady 


dedicate /cedkeit; 


‘dedicate sth to sb to say at the beginning of a 
book, a piece of music or a performance that you 
are doing it for sb, as a way of thanking them or 
showing respect: This book is dedicated to my 
parents. 
book, work, song 
® v +n/pron + prep 

‘dedicate yourselfisth to sth; ‘dedicate 
yourselfisth to doing sth to give a lot of 
your time and effort to a particular activity or 
purpose because you think it is important: She 
dedicates herself to her work. o He dedicated his 
life to helping the poor. 
© v + n/pron+ prep 


defer jarfs<r)/ (-rr-) 


defer to sb/sth (rather formal to accept sb's 
opinion or do what they suggest because vou 
respect them: J defer to your Judgement in these 
matters. o We are happy to defer to the commit- 
tee’s wishes. 
judgement, wishes 
Mi Defer to sb/sth can be used in the passive: 
They were deferred to just because they were men. 
© v+prep 


delight /ariax; 


de‘light in sth; de'light in doing sth to get a 
lot of pleasure from sth or from doing sth, espe- 
cially sth that annoys or upsets other people: She 
seemed to delight in making her parents angry. © 
(rather formad From childhood, she delighted in 
reading. 

@ v+ prep 


deliver jarive(r); 


de'liver on sth if you deliver on a promise, a 
threat or an agreement, you do what you have 
said you would do, or what you are expected to 
do: Can he be trusted to deliver on his promises? o 
They failed to deliver on the agreement. 
promise, agreement 
È v+prep 

de liver sb/sth ‘over/up (to sby deliver 
yourself ‘over/up ito sb) orma) to give 
sb/sth/yourself to sb in authority, often because 
you have been ordered to do so: The defendant 
has been ordered to deliver up the goods. o She 
delivered the baby over to the care of her sister. o 
He delivered himself up to the authorities. 
sY hand sb/sth over (to sb), hand yourself 
over (to sb) (Jess forma) 

@ viadvin + vtnipron+ adv 


delve /delv/ 


delve ‘Into sth totry hard to find out more infor- 
mation about sth: We should not delve too deeply 
into this painful matter. 
subject, reasons probe (sth/into sth) 
© v* prep 


depart fdrpat; AmE drpa:rt/ 
de'part from sth to behave in a way that is dif- 


ferent from what is usual or expected: The teach- 
ers are not encouraged to depart from the 
syllabus. © They departed from tradition and got 
married in a hotel. 

principles, rules, tradition, decision 
Depart from sth can be used in the pas- 
sive: This rule should only be departed from in 
exceptional circumstances. 

$ vtprep 


depend jdrpend/ 
de'pend on sb/sth (also de'pend upon sb/sth 


more formal 1 (for sth) (not usually used in the 
progressive tenses) to need help or support from 
sb/sth in order to live or to manage in a particu- 
lar situation: The organization depended heavily 
on voluntary help. o She came to depend on her 
daughter for support. o He depends on medica- 
tion to stay alive. 33Y® rely on/upen sb/sth (for 
sth) 2 (not used in the progressive tenses) to be 
affected by or decided by sb/sth: J don’t know if 
Pilcome or not. It all depends on how tired I feel 
this evening. o This may be a welcome change or 
not, depending on your point of view. In 
informal English it is quite common to say 
depend rather than depend on before words 
like what, how, or whether. It depends how tired I 
feel. © It all depends what happens. 3 to rely on 
shisth; to be able to trust sb: J hope you'll be able 
fo come — I’m depending on you to help me. o We 
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need someone who can be depended on. 
count on/upon sb/sth; rely on/upon sb/sth 
In this meaning depend on/upon sb/sth can be 
used in the passive. 4 (not used in the progressive 
tenses) to be sure that sth will happen: You can 
depend on my sister to spoil things (= she always 
does). count on/upon sb/sth; rely on/fupon 
sb/sth [RMA In this meaning depend on/upon 
sb/sth can be used in the passive. 

®© v+prep + v + prep + n/pron + to inf 


deprive ‘drpraw; 


de'prive sh/sth/yourself of sth to prevent 
sbisth from having sth important: to take sth 
away from sb: In prison they were starved and 
deprived of sleep. o The baby’s brain had been 
deprived of oxygen during the birth. © There is no 
need to deprive yourself of food on this diet. o 
(humorous) I couldn’t deprive you of (= takeaway 
from you) your last few pence. 
© v + n/pron + prep 


derive jdrrav/ 

de'rive from sth tc come or develop from sth: 
The word history derives from the Latin word 
‘historia’ meaning story. o The criticism derives 
froma misunderstanding of our aims. 
® v+prep 

de'rive sth from sth 1 (formal) to get or obtain 
sth from sth: She derived a great deal of satisfac- 
tion from this achievement. pleasure, satis- 
faction, information, benefits 2 to obtain a 
substance from sth: These remedies are derived 
mainly from the natural world. 3 ta come or 
develop from sth: The Rubik cube derives its 
name from its inventor o The name of the moun- 
tain appears to be derived from an oid Norse 
word. name, word 
In meanings 2 and 3, derive sth from sth is 
frequently used in the passive. 
® v+nipron + prep 


descend /drsend; 


be des'cended from sb/sth to be related to sb 
who lived a long time ago: He claimed he was des- 
cended from the Vikings. 
ancestors, line, family 
® be + v+prep 

descend into sth to get into a very bad condi- 
tion or state: The situation has descended into 
total chaos. o There were fears that the country 
was descending into turmoil or even civil war 
© v+prep 

des'cend on sb/sth (also des'cend upon 
sb/sth more formal) 1 to arrive somewhere, espe- 
cially suddenly and unexpectedly and in large 
numbers: Dozens of police descended on the 
building. o (humorous) My sister and her family 
are descending on us this weekend. 2 to £0 


devote to 


towards sb/sth as if you are going to attack 
themfit: The mosquitoes descended on us as soon 
as night fell. o (humorous) A large woman in a 
hat was descending on them. 
Ç v + prep 

des'cend to sth to do or say sth that makes 
people lose their respect for you: If you insult 
him back, vou descend to his level. 
stoop to sth, stoop to doing sth 
@ v+prep 


despa IF /drspea(r); AME dr'sper} 


de'spair of sb/sth; de'spair of doing sth 
(formal or humorous) to feel that there is no hope 
that sb/sth will improve, get better, etc. or that 
sth will happen: J despair of you, lan — act your 
age! o ld begun to despair of ever seeing hun 
again. 
@ v+prep 


detract /artrakt/ 


detract from sth (rot usually used in the pro- 
gressive tenses) to make sth seem less good than it 
really is: These revelations should not detract 
from his achievements. o Her tattered clothes in 
no way detracted from her beauty. 
diminish sth 
® v+prep 


devolve jarvoly; AmE -valv 


de'volve on/to/upon sb/sth (formal) (of work, 
duties, power or responsibility) to be given to a 
person or an organization by sb at a higher level 
of authority: All the responsibility has devolved 
upon him. o Additional powers will devolve to the 
regional governments. 
@ v+ prep 

de'volve sth to sb/sth to give work, duties, 
power or responsibility to sb with less authority 
than you: More powers are gradually being 
devolved to the regions. 
$ v+nipron+ prep 


devote jdrvaut; AmE di'vout} 


de'vote sth to sb/sth; de'vote sth to doing 
sth to give an amount of time, energy or atten- 
tion to sb/sth: He devoted his life to the struggle for 
justice. o She gave up work to devote more time to 
her children. o The museum is hosting an exhib- 
ition devoted to her wwork. o Several courses are 
devoted to improving customer care. 
time, attention, energy, life, chapter 
& v+nipron+ prep 

de'vote yourself to sb/sth; de'vote your- 
self to doing sth to spend a large part of your 
time, energy and attention on a particular activ- 
ity, especially sth good: After her marriage, she 
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couldn't devote herself totally to her music, © 
They had devoted themselves entirely to building 
up their business. 

© v + pron + prep 


dial dawl (ib, AmE 4-) 


dial ‘in; dial 'into sth (also dial ‘up sth) (com- 
puting) to make a connection between one com- 
puter and another using a telephone line: J dial 
in from my PC at home to get the files I need. o 
Every time I try to dial into the Internet I can't get 
a connection, 
@ vitadv + v+prep 

dial ‘out to make a call to sb outside the building 
you are in: You can’t dial out from that phone -.- 
it’s for internal calls only. 
@ viadv 

dial ‘up sth; dial itthem ‘up 4 (AmE) to call 
sh/sth on the telephone: Would you dial up the 
docior’s office for me? call sb/sth up: call 
sb/sth (AME) 2 = DIAL INTO STH Customers can 
dial up the central computer from home and 
access the database. 
A noun must always follow up, but a pro- 
noun comes between the verb and up. 
@® v+adv+n + v+pron+adv 


dictate fdvk'tert. AmE ‘diktert} 


dic'tate to sb to give orders to sb, especially ina 
rude or aggressive way: You can't dictate to 
people how they should live. o I'm not going to be 
dictated to by my little brother! 
Dictate to sb can be used in the passive. 
© v+prep 


diddle radi; 


diddie a'round (AmE, informal) to spend your 
time doing things that are not important: Stop 
diddlinz around and do some work! 
d8YN) fiddie about/around (BrE), mess around 
@ vtadv 


die jdai/ (dies, dying, died, died) 


die a'way 1 (of a sound) to become so faint or 
weak that you can no longer hear it: The sound of 
the car engine died away. o Her laughter died 
away when she saw how angry he was. fade 
away 2 (also die ‘out) (of rain, wind or a storm) 
to gradually become weaker and stop: The rain 
will largely die away overnight. 3 (of a feeling or 
an emotion) to gradually become weaker and 
disappear: The excitement over their affair soon 
died away. fade away 
@ vt adv 

die 'back (also die ‘down) if a plant dies back, 
its leaves die, although the roots are still alive: 
The leaves die back in winter. 
@ vtadv 


die ‘down 1 (of a sound or flames) to gradually 


become less loud or strong: He waited for the 
applause to die down. o The fire had died down by 
the morning. 2 (of wind, rain or a storm) to grad- 
ually become less strong or violent: As if got 
dark, the wind died down. subside 3 if 
something such as excitement or confusion dies 
down, it gradually becomes less: When all the 
fuss had died down, he just quietly went back 
home. subside 4 = DIE BACK 

@ v + adv 


die ‘off if a group of people or animals die off, 


they die one by one over a short period of time 
until there are none left: The survivors are dying 
off daily. 
@ v+adv 


die ‘out 1 if a family, race or species dies out, 


there are no longer any members left alive: There 
are several theories about why dinosaurs died out 
so suddenly. o Many plants and animals are in 
danger of dying out. become extinct 2 (of 
a custom, tradition or skill to no longer be used 
or practised: Many New Year and May Day cere- 
monies have virtually died out now. 3 = DIE AWAY 
2 The outbreaks of rain will die out later in the 
day. 

® v + adv 


dig /dig/ (digging, dug, dug /dag/) 
aig ‘in 1 (informal) to begin to eat: Dig in while it’s 


hot! o As soon as the food arrived he dug in hun- 
grily. tuck in (especially BrE) Dig in 
is used especially to tell sb to start eating. 2 if 
soldiers dig in, they make a safe place in the 
ground and prepare for the enemy to attack: The 
troops dug in and organized their defences. 3 to 
wait for or deal with a difficult situation with 
great patience: Hospital workers dug in, prepared 
Jor a long batile with management over pay 
increases. 

© vtadv 


dig ‘in; dig ‘into sth (AmE, informal to begin 


to do sth in a way that shows that you are deter- 
mined to continue or finish it, even if it is diffi- 
cult: He looked at the stack of work and dug in 
straight away. o She dug into the reports and fin- 
ished them before the meeting. 

@ vtadv + v+prep 


dig sth ‘in; dig sth ‘into sth 1 to push sth into 


sth: The bird dug its claws in and held onto its 
prey. © She dug her nails into my arm. 2 to mix a 
substance into soil by digging: I've dug the 
fertilizer into the soil. 

© vi+nipron+ adv + v+adv+n « v+n/pron+ prep 
EA dig your 'heels/toes in to refuse to do sth or 
to change your ideas or plans: He dug his heels in 
and insisted she went with him. 


dig yourself 'in; be dug in to make a safe place 


for yourself in the ground and prepare for the 
enemy to attack: They advanced a short distance 
and dug themselves in. 

TH Dig yourself in is used especially in the 
passive. The marines were dug in on the front line. 
@ v+pron+ adv » be+v+adv 


dig ‘into sth 1 (informal) to begin to eat in an 


enthusiastic way: They dug into the pizza hun- 
grily. tuck Inte sth (especially BrE} 2 to 
examine sth carefully to find out information: Ft 
isn’t a good idea to dig too deep into his past. 3 
(AmE, informal) ` DIG IN, DIG INTO STH 

© v+prep 

EN dig (deep) Into your ‘pocket(s), ‘savings, 
ete. to spend some of the money you have or 
have been saving: I'll have to dig into my savings 
to buy a new car ‘dig your ‘hands Into your 
‘pockets to put your hands deep inside your 
pockets 


dig sb/sth ‘out; dig sb/sth ‘out of sth to get 


sb/sth out of a place by digging the ground 
around them/it: 7t took them three hours to dig 
him out of the rubble. o The car was buried in 
snow and had to be dug out. 
®© vtnipront+ adv e vtadvtn è 

v+n/pron + adv + prep 


dig sth ‘out 1 (informad to find sth that has been 


hidden or not used for a long time: He dug out the 
shoes he'd bought 20 years before. unearth 
sth (more formad 2 (informal to find out facts or 
information by searching or asking questions: I 
dug out some interesting facts and figures about the 
place, Wam) hunt sth down/out; root sb/sth out 
@® vtadvt+n « v+n/pron+adv 


dig sth ‘over to prepare the ground thoroughly 


for plants by digging the soil: The flower beds 
should be dug over in the spring. 

ground, garden 

© v+nipron+adv + v+adven 


dig sth ‘up 1 to break the ground into small 


pieces, especially before building sth, taking sth 
from underneath it, etc: Some Roman remains 
were found under a car park which was being dug 
up. BEJ road, garden 2 to remove sth from the 
ground by digging: Archaeologists have dug up 
some human remains. weeds, roots [57s 
unearth sth (more formal) 3 (informal to dis- 
cover information about sb/sth by searching or 
asking questions: See what you can dig upon this 
man's past. unearth sth (more formal) 

© v+n/pron+ adv + v+adv+n 


dine /dam/ 
‘dine on sth to eat a particular type of food: We 


dined on freshly-caught fish in a floating restaur- 
ant. © They dined on a diet of soup and bread. 
@ v+prep 


disassociate 
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dine ‘out (formal) to have dinner away from your 
home, for example at a restaurant or in sb else’s 
home: We dined out every night when we stayed in 
Paris. 
Yn) eat out (Jess formal 
® vtadv 

dine ‘out on sth (Bre, humorous) to tell people 
of something that has happened to you in order 
to impress them: She only actually said one sen- 
tence to Brad Pitt but she dined out on it for years. 
É v+ adv +prap 


dip /dp/ (-pp-) 


dip sth ‘in/into sth; dip sth ‘in to put sth very 
quickly into a liquid and take it out again: She 
dipped her toes cautiously into the sea. o She took 
off her shoes and cautiously dipped a toein. o The 
fruit had been dipped in chocolate. 
@ v+nipron+ prep « vt+n/pron+ adv + v+advt+n 

dip ‘into sth 1 to read or watch only small parts 
of a book, magazine, programme, etc: /’ve only 
had time to dip into the report. o The continuous 
news services are intended for people to dip into. 
book, report 2 to put your hand into a con- 
tainer to take sth out of it: She dipped into her 
purse and took out a coin. 
© v+prep 
TE dip into your 'pocket, ‘savings, etc, to take 
an amount from money that you have been keep- 
ing or saving: They have dipped into their savings 
to pay for the shares. 


disagree / dsa'gri:! 


disa'gree with sb (not used in the progressive 
tenses) if something such as food or the weather 
disagrees with you, it has a bad effect on you or 
makes you feel ili: [feel terrible- something Tate 
must have disagreed with me. 
upset sb 
Not agree with sb is used more often: 
Mushrooms don't apree with me. 
-> See als0 AGREK WITH SB 
@ v+prep 

disa'gree with sth; disa’gree with doing 
sth to disapprove of sth and think it is bad or 
wrong: We totally disagree with the ban on fox 
hunting. o She disagrees with keeping animals 
locked up in cages. 
decision, statement, principle agree 
with sth, agree with doing sth 
© v+prep 


disassociate / disa'saufiert, -'saus-; AME - 
‘sou-/ 


disas'sociate yourself from sb/sth (for- 
mal) = DISSOCIATE YOURSELF FROM $8/STH 


disbelieve 78 


disbelieve / daisbriiv; 


disbe'lieve in sb/sth to not believe that sb/sth 
exists: Co disbelieve in Godidevils 
Not believe in sb/sth is used more frequently 
-> see also BELIEVE IN SB/STH 
© v+prep 


discourse idis'ka:s; AmE -karsi 


dis'course (with sb) on sth (ormad) to talk 
for a long time on a subject; to make a long 
speech about sth: He was able to discourse at 
great length on the problems of education. 
® v+prep 


dish jar; 


dish sth ‘out (to sb) 4 (informa) to give sth out 
to large numbers of people or in large amounts: 
He's always dishing out advice to peopie. 89W) 
hand sth out (to sb) (more formal in infor- 
mal spoken language dish sb out sth is also 
used: He dished me out a few vitamin pills. 2 to 
serve food to sb by putting it on plates: He’s busy 
dishing out the dinner 80D serve sth (to sb) 
(more formal) 
@ vtadvtn + vtprontady « v+n+adv (rare) 
dish It ‘out (disapproving) to criticize sb or 
attack them: He was good at dishing it out. It was 
time he learned what it felt like. 

dish ‘up; dish sth ‘up (BrE, informad to serve 
food by putting it on plates: Pou pour the wine 
while I dish up. o Come and wash your hands — 
Fm just going to dish up the dinner 
serve sth out; serve, serve sth (more 
formal) 
@ viadv e vtadvtn + v+pron+adv « vint+adv 

(less frequent) 

dish ‘up sth; dish itthem ‘up (informa) to 
present or offer sth to sb, usually sth not very 
good: She keeps on dishing up the same old jokes 
in her shows. 
serve sth up 
A noun must always follow up, but a pro- 
noun comes between the verb and up. 
@ vtadvt+n è v+pron+adyv 


dispense /dr'spens/ 

di‘spense with sb/sth (for mad to get rid of sth; 
to stop using sb/sth because they/it are no longer 
necessary: The programme dispensed with its 
most popular presenter. o The spread af PCs has 
dispensed with the need for typists. 
services, need, requirement 
[Gh Dispense with sb/sth can be used in the 
passive: His services can now be dispensed with. 
© v+prep 


dispose {di'spaoz; AME di'spouz/ 


di'spose of sb to defeat or kill sb: The league 
champions quickly disposed of the opposition. 
@ v+prep 

dispose of sb/sth (/ormai) to get rid of sb/sth 
that you do not want: She tried to dispose of the 
evidence. © They decided to dispose af much of 
their property: 
waste, property, assets 
[TEA Dispose of sb/sth can be used in the pas- 
sive: Ensure that all the waste is properly and 
safely disposed of 
@ v+ prep 

di'spose of sth (formal) to successfully deal 
with or finish with a problem, etc: There just 
remains the matier of funding to dispose of 
problem, matter, argument S57) deal with 
sth (less formal) 
Dispose of sth can be used in the passive. 
© v+prep 


dissociate {di'sousiert, 'saus-; AME -'sou-/ 
(aiso disassociate / disa‘savsiert, "savs AME - 
‘s0u-/) 

dis‘sociate yourself from sb/sth (formas to 
say or do sth to show that you have no connection 
with sb/sth and do not support or agree with 
themit: The President dissociated himself from 
the report. 
associate yourself with sb/sth 
@ v + pron + prep 


dissolve jarzvly; AmE-zaiv/ 


dis'soive into sth 1 to suddenly start to laugh 
orcry: They dissolved into fits of laughter. o I dis- 
solved into giggles. o When 1 mentloned his name, 
she dissolved into tears. laughter, giggles, 
tears 2 to change gradually into a very bad state: 
His surprise slowly dissolved into fury. 
@ v+ prep 


dive /darv; (dived, dived, AmE also dove /dauv: 
AmE douv/dived) 


dive ‘in; dive ‘into sth 1 dnyformal to start 
doing sth with enthusiasm and without stopping 
to think: She dived in with a question before I had 
Jinished speaking. o They had dived into the new 
business without thinking it through. 2 (infor- 
mad to start eating with enthusiasm: As soon as 
the food was served, she dived in. food, din- 
ner dig in; dig into sth 
@ vtadv + v+prap 

‘dive into sth to move your hand quickly into sth 
such as a pocket or bag to try to find sth: She 
dived into her handbag for the keys. 
bag, pocket 
® v+ prep 


BPA COR he ee 


divest /darvest; 


divest sb‘yourself of sth (wrma to take 
clothes off sb/vourself: He swiftly divested Rim- 
self of his clothes. 
© v+nipron + prep 

di'vest sb/sth of sth (forma!) to take sth away 
from sb¥sth: The court order divests the company 
of allits assets, 
strip sb/sth of sth (ess formal 
®© v+n/pron + prep 

divest yourself of sth (forma!) to get rid of 
sth you no Jonger want or that is no longer use- 
ful: She managed to divest herself of the 
unwanted property, 
-> See QISO DIVEST SR/YOURSELF OF STH 
@ v+pron+prep 


divide idr vard’ 


divide by sth if a number divides by another 
number, the second number is contained in the 
first an exact number of times: Does 672 divide by 
13? o 148 doesn't divide by 12. 
© v+prep 

divide sth by sth if you divide a number by 
another number, you find out how many times 
the second number is contained in the first: 
What's 48 divided by 3? © 48 = 3 ~ 16. 
® v+nipron + prep 

divide into sth if a number divides into 
another number, it is contained in the second 
number a particular number of times: Does 300 
divide into 1270? 
$ v+prep 

divide sth into sth if you divide a number 
into another number, you find out how many 
times the first number is contained in the sec- 
ond: Can you divide 300 into 1270? 
® v+nipron+ prep 

divide sth/sb ‘off (from sth/sb) to separate two 
things or two people with a barrier such asa wall 
or fence; to form a barrier between two things or 
people: A fence divided off one side of the garden. 
o They put up a barrier to divide the women’s sec- 
tion off frem the men’s. 
@ vtadvtn + v+npron+ adv 

di vide 'up; di vide sb/sth ‘up (into sth) to separ- 
ate, or to make sb/sth separate, into groups or parts: 
Divide up into two teams. o They divided the chil- 
dren up into groups. o Divide up your time so that 
you don't spend too long on any of the questions. 
@ vt adv + v+n/pron+ adv 

divide sth ‘up (among/between sb) to separate 
sth into parts and give one part to each of a num- 
ber of people: We divided the work up between 
us, © The money was divided up among all three 
WUT, 
work, money, land 
®© v+ripront+ adv + vtadvtn 


do in 


divorce /di'vors; AmE dit'vo:rs; 


di'vorce sb/sth from sth to separate a person, 
an idea, a subject, cte. from sth; to keep two 
things separate: They believed that art should be 
divorced from politics. o When he was depressed, 
he felt utterly divorced from reality. 
separate sb/sth (from/and sth) 
® v+nipron+ prep 


divvy divij (divvies, divvying, divvied, 
divvied) 


divvy sth ‘up (informal, especially AmE)» to div- 
ide or share sth, especially money, between a 
number of people: They divuied up the bill. 
money DEY) share sth out (among/between 
sb) (more formal) 

@ vtadvt+n + v+pron+adv e v+n+ adv (rare) 


do idu; strong form du:/ (does /daz/did /did/ 
done /dan/} 


do a'way with sb/yourself (informal) to kill 
sb/yourself: She tried to do away with herself 
@ vtady+prep 

do a'way with sth (informad) 1 to get rid of sth; 
to stop doing or having sth: They've done away 
with the uniform at our school. B® abolish sth 
(nore formal 2 to make sth no longer necessary: 
Computers have done away with a lot of the 
repetitive work. eliminate sth; end sth 
(both more formal 
Do away with sth can be used in the pas- 
sive: A lot of the paperwork could easily be done 
away with. 

@ vtady + prep 

do sb ‘down; do yourself ‘down (BrE, infor- 
mad to criticize sb or yourself in a way that 
makes them/you appear more stupid or less able 
than they/you really are: Don’t do him down, he’s 
a good worker o She's always doing herself 
down. 
put sb down, put yourself down (more 
formal) 

È v+nipron + adv + v + adv + n (less frequent) 

‘do for sb/sth (BrE. informal) to damage or des- 
troy sth; to injure or kill sb; to put sb/sth in a situ- 
ation so bad that theyñt have no chance of 
returning to normal: The last bout of pneumonia 
nearly did for her 
@ v+prep 
» ‘done for adj (informal) in serious trouble or 
danger; having no chance of succeeding at sth: I 
anyone recognizes us, we're done for! (~ we will 
not be able to escape and will be in trouble) e 
After three days trapped in the cave they thought 
they were done for (= they thought they would 
die). 

do sb ‘in (informal 1 if sth does you in, it 
makes you feel extremely tired: That's done me 
in, lifting all these boxes. 2 (also do yourself ‘in) 


MONTE PRU TEE EPR AA ed Ce A TAM i nnnabAhinnmnndi nanm 


(informal, especially Brk) to kill sb/yourself: 
When we split up I felt like doing myself in. © 
Does he get done in at the end of the film? 
© v+nipron+adyv + v+adv +n (rare) 

2 also v+ pron + adv 
> done ‘in adj (informal) very tired: I felt abso- 


etc. to make it look better and more modern: 
They're looking for an old house so that they can 
doitup. o We're having the kitchen done up. 
house }EYN) fix sth up (especially AME), decor- 
ate sth; renovate sth 

@® v+n/pron + adv e v+advtn 


doll dnl; AmE da}; 
doll yourself ‘up (in sth) (informal) to make 


yourself look attractive by putting on fashion- 
able clothes, doing your hair, ete: Every Friday 
she dolls herself up and goes out to a nightciud. 


wed Pimms ee ee A ee RT TR A A RR E 


be ‘dotted with sth if an area is dotted with 
things or people, they are spread around in sev- 
eral places: The hillside was dotted with houses. 
@ be+v+prep 


dote dout: AmE dout/ 


lutely done in by the end of the day ' o Comeand do yourself ‘up (informa) to make yourself Oe pronn ady 


sit down — you look done in. more attractive by putting on make-up, attract- 
ido sth 'in(5rE, informad to injure a part of your ive clothes, etc: She spent hours doing herself up 


be/get dolled ‘up (in sth) (informal) to beiget ‘dote on sb (also ‘dote upon sb more formal) to 
ready for a special occasion by putting on fash- feel or show very great love for sb and ignore 


body: He did his back in playing tennis for their first date. ionable clothes, doing your hair, ete: She was ali their faults: They dote on their daughter 
@v + npron+adv e v+adv+n (les ir uent + dolled up in a black dress and pearls. o T got B®) daughter/child/mother, atc. 
pron +adv « v + adv +n (less frequent) © v+pron + adv dolled un forthe party BEM Dote on/upon sb can be used in the pas- 
do sb’s ‘head in (BrE, informa) to make you ‘do with sb/sth dv ' sive: He was doted on (by his sisters). 
feel confused, upset and/or annoyed: Shut up! ® v+prep © befget+v+ar ee ee 
You're doing my head in. EM be/have ‘done with it to finish dealing with dope /daup: AmE doup/ | 
do yourself ‘in = vo s5 1n 2 sth unpleasant, especially as quickly as possible: l double dabl/ 


beget doped ‘up (informal, especially AME) to 


Just tear up the contract and be done with it. |, i ' l 
be in a state where you cannot think clearly or ‘double as sth; double ‘up as sth to havea 


you, etc. can’t/couldn’t be ‘doing with sb/sth 


do sth ‘out (Br, informa to clean or paint and 


decorate a room, a house, etc: He's done the whole second function in addition to the main use: The 


house out in yellows and greens. o They had the 
hali done out in striped wallpaper. 


(BrE, informal used to say that you do not like 
sb/sth and find thenvit very annoying: I can’t he 
doing with people like that. o Hecauldn’t be doing 


act normally because you are under the influ- 
ence of drugs: Some of the patients were kept 
doped up most of the time. 


garage doubles as his workshop. © The school sec- 
retary doubled up as the nurse. 


@ v+nipron+ adv + v+adven 


ido sb ‘out of sth (informad to prevent sb from : , 
getting or keeping sth they ought to have, in an sth/ab used R say that YSU need or would like 
unfair or dishonest way: She tried to do me out of SS D ACOA BOU GLI 
my inheritance. o The residents of the home have GO sth with sth used with negatives and in 
been done out of a lot of money. questions to talk about where sb has put sth: 
@ v+nipron+adv+ prep What have you done with my shoes? o I haven't 


@ v+prep + v+adv+prep 

double ‘back (on yourself, Itself, etc.) to turn 
around and go back in the direction you have 
come from: The road ahead was flooded so we had 
to double back to find another way around. o The 
line of trees doubles back on itself at a bend in the 


with her untidiness, |, you, etc. could 'do with ® be/get+v + adv 


dose jdous: AmE dous/ 


dose sb/yourself ‘up (with sth) to give sb/your- 
self a large amount of a medicine: She dosed him 
up with aspirin and sent him to bed. 


oe s ; mi river 
do sb ‘over (5rE, informal) to attack sb and beat aF ABE UBER eke Ue Daver ne mone’ Doae SWYOUTREN S USEC MOTS ONEN WIR @ v tadv 
h verely: T } yer if Hem). the same meaning. | 
iret ab ideed Reg erm eg ne © v+pron+ prep @ v+nipron + adv double ‘over, double sb ‘over = DOUBLE 


UP/OVER, DOUBLE 5B UP/OVER (IN/WITH STH) 


double sth ‘over to bend or fold sth in the mid- 
die: Use an Ad sheet doubled over 
© v+o/pron+ adv + vt+adven 


'do sth with yourself used in questions to talk 
about how sb spends their time: Ske doesn't know 
what to do with herself while they're at school. 

@ V+ pron + prep + pron 


© v+n/pron+adyv + v+adv+n 


do sth ‘over 1 (BrE, informal to enter a house, 
flatfapartment, etc. by force and steal things 
from it: I got back to find the house had been done 


doss idos, AME da:s! 


doss a'bout/a'round (BrE, informal) to spend 
your time doing nothing or very little: Everyone 


over, BEE In this meaning do sth over is fre- dO without; do with'out sb/sth to manage 


quently used in the passive. 2 (Am) to do sth 
again: Your handwriting is too messy. you'd bet- 
ter do it over (= write it out again). o I’m glad the 
campaign was successful, but I wouldn't want to 
do it over. do sth again; redo sth (more Jor- 
mal) 3 (AmE) to clean or paint and decorate a 
room, house, ete: They've done over the whole 
store. 

@ 1,3 v+nipron+ adv è v+adv+n 

2Zv+nipron+ adv 


without sb/sth: Jf you can’t afford a car you'll 
just have to do without. o I could do without (= I 
wish I didn't have) all this hassle. 

HYD go without, go without sth 

@ v+adv + v+prep 


dob jdob; AmE da:b/ (-bb-) 


dob sb ‘in (to sb) (informal) to tell sb about sth 
bad that another person has done: Kay wasn't 
sure who had dobbed her in to the teachers. 


dosses about in geography classes. o He just double ‘up 1 (with sb/on sth) to form pairs in 


dossed around for a year before he got a job. 
@ v + adv 


doss ‘down (BrE, informal to sleep on the floor 


or somewhere uncomfortable because you have 
nowhere else to sleep: We dossed down on Tony's 
floor after the party. 

bed down (BrE, more formal) 

Eig Doss is sometimes uscd with the same 
meaning. 

@® v + adv 


order to share sth: We’ve only got one room left; 
you'll have to double up with Peter. o There were 
enough guitarists to double up on parts (= two 
played each part). 2 (on sth) (rare) to do sth in 
addition to your main role: The band are looking 
for a singer who can double up on guitar (© who 
can also play the guitar). 

@ vtadv 


double ‘up as sth = pouBLE AS STH, DOUBLE UP 


AS STH 


double ‘up/over (in/with sth); double sb ‘up/ 
‘over {in/with sth) to bend your body suddenly or 
quickly because you are in pain, for example: to 


do ‘up; do sth ‘up (especially BrE) to be fas- 
tened with buttons. straps, etc.; to fasten or close 
sth in this way: This skirt does up at the back.o Gole doul: AmE dovl/ 


®© v+n/pron+ adv 
dot /dot; AmE da:t/ (-tt-) 


be dotted a'bout/a’round; be dotted 


Could you do up my dress? o I can't do the zip up. 
jacket, buttons, zip fasten up, fasten 
sth up (Brz). fasten, fasten sth 

undo, undo sth 

@ viadv « y+adv+n + v+ni/pron+ adv 

do sth ‘up 1 (in sth) to make sth into a parcel or 
package: She was carrying some books done up in 
bron paper. wrap sth up (in sth) 2 (espe- 
cially BrE) to repair or decorate a room, a house, 


dole sth ‘out (to sb) (infurmad to give money, 


food, etc. to a group of people: She quickly doled 

oul the food. o The money was doled out to them 

ond weekly basis. 

money, bread, etc. 

@ vtadv+n è v+prontady + v+n+ady (less 
frequent) 


a'bout/a'round sth (especially BrE) if things 
or people are dotted about/around, they are in 
several different places over an area: A few farms 
were dotted about in the valiey. 

© betvtadv + bet+vtprep 


‘dot A on/over B; ‘dot B with Ato spread very 


small amounts of sth in different places on a sur- 
face: Dot the suncream on your face in tiny quan- 
tities and rub it in well. o Dot the top of the cake 
with smali sweets. 
@ v+n/pron + prep 


make sb bend their body in this way: He doubled up 
injwith pain, o She doubled up with laughter. o The 
punch hit him in the stomach, doubling him over 

@® viadv è v+n/pron+ adv æ v+adv+n (rare) 


doze jdəvz; AmE dovz} 


doze 'off to go to sleep, especially during the day: 
He dozed off during the film. o I must have dozed 
off for a few minutes because I didn't hear her 
come in. 
nod off (informal) 
@ v+adv 


PO Or Pe rr errr ee er ere 
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draft (also draught especially BrE) jdra:tt; 
AmE dreft/ 


Graft sb ‘in; draft sb ‘into sth to choose 
people and send them somewhere for a special 
task: Extra police are being drafied in to control 
the crowds. o Williams was drafted into the team 
to play France. 

@ vtadv+n e v+pron+adv « v+n+ady (less fre- 
quent) e v+nipron + prep 


drag [drægi gg- 

drag sbisthyourself a'way (from sb/sth) to 
make sb or yourself stop doing sth when 
they/you do not really want to: She was enjoying 
herself at the party so much, I couldn't drag her 
away. ol find it difficult to drag myself away 
from my computer. o He couldn't drag his eyes 
away from her face. 
tear sb/sth/yourself away (from sb/sth) 
$ v+nipron + adv | 

drag sb/sth ‘down 1 (to sth) to bring sb down to 
a lower standard of behaviour, or a lower social 
or economic level: I’m worried the other children 
will be dragged down to his level (= because his 
behaviour is so bad). 2 to make sb feel depressed 
or weak: Her parents’ constant criticism began to 
drag her down. 
®© v+nipron+adv + v+adv+n (less frequent) 

rag sbisth ‘in; drag sb/sth ‘into sth 1 to 
make sb or sth become involved in a difficult or 
unpleasant situation when they do not want to 
be involved: When violence breaks out in the 
Streets, innocent people are always dragged in. o 
Don’t drag me into your argument! involve 
sb (in sth) (ore formal 2 to start talking about 
a person or a subject that has nothing to do with 
what is being talked about: Do you have to drag 
Politics inte every conversation? 
© v+nipron+ adv è v+adv+n + v+nipron + prep 

drag sb ‘off (to sth/...) to take sb somewhere by 
force: I was dragged off to the head teacher's 
office. 
© v+népron + adv 

drag ‘on (disapproving) to progress very slowly 
and take too long: The day dragged on intermin- 
ably. © Negotiations between the two sides 
dragged on through the summer. 
months, time, meeting, negotiations 
@ viadv 

drag sth ‘out to make sth last longer than it 
should: She dragged the meeting out for as long as 
possible. 
Ym prolong sth (more formal 
Ç v+alpron+ adv è v+adven 

rag sth ‘out of sb to make sb give you infor- 
mation they do not want to give you: They eventu- 
ally dragged a confession out of her. 
confession, truth 
© v+n/pron+ adv + prep 


Ct eee Peer er ree rrr ere rrr 
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drag sth ‘up to mention in a conversation an 
unpleasant fact from the past that sb would pre- 
fer to forget: [tall happened years ago. There's no 
potat dragging it up now. o She's dragged up that 
story just to embarrass me. 
287) bring sth up 
@ v+nipron+ adv + v+adven 


dragoon /drəgu:n/ 


dra'goon sb into sth; dra'goon sb into 
doing sth (written or humorous) to force sb to 
do sth that they do not want to do: We were drag- 
ooned into the football team. 
EE Dragoon sb into sth/into doing sth is 
usually used in the passive. 
@ v+nipron+ prep 


drain /drem/ 


‚drain a'way (of feelings or colours) to disappear 
gradually: As she lay in the warm bath all the ten- 
sion drained away. o The colour had drained 
away from her face. 
anger 25%) fade 
© v+adv 

drain a'way/off, drain sth a'way/off (from 
sth) if aliquid drains away/off, or sb drains it 
away/off, it flows away: The water drained away 
down the plughole, o I drained the water away 
and hung up the blouse to dry. o (figurative) Pay- 
ing for private education for the children was 
draining away their resources. 

@ vtadv + vtadvtn « v+nipron+ adv 


draw fdro:/ (drew {dru:/drawn {drom/) 


draw ‘back 1 to move away from sb/sth, espe- 
cially sb/sth that makes you feel frightened: Ske 
drew back from the window in case anyone saw 
her. 2 (from sthifrom doing sth) to decide not todo 
sth, because you are afraid of what might hap- 
pen: The government has drawn back from mak- 
ing a commitment to reform the voting system. 
© vtadv 

draw sth ‘down (AmE, business) to reduce the 
amount of sth, especially money, by using it and 
spending it: Higher production costs will draw 
down cash gains from rising farm prices. 
funds 
@ viadv+n + v+n/pron+ady 

‘draw sth from sth to get sth from a particular 
source: Many artists and poets have drain their 
inspiration from the landscape, © At times of cri- 
sis, we drew strength from each other. 
inspiration, comfort, support 
 v + n/pron+ prep 

draw ‘in (BrE) (usually used in the progressive 
tenses) when evenings or nights are drawing in, 
it is gradually becoming darker earlier in the 
evening because winter is coming: The nights 
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are drawing in fast now. © Evening was already 
drawing in. o It was the end of September and the 
days had begun to draw in. 
close in draw out (BrE) 
@ v+adv 
draw ‘in: draw ‘into sth (especially BrE) if a 
train draws in, or draws into a station, itslowly 
enters a station and stops al the platform: The 
London train drew in late, o I got to the piatform 
just as the train was drawing into the station. 
BYD pull in, pull into sth 
draw out, draw out of sth 
@ vtadv + v+prep 
draw sb ‘in; draw sb ‘into sth, draw sb 
‘into doing sth to make sb become involved or 
take part in sth, although they do not want to: J 
didn’t like the book when I started tt, but the 
strange story soon drew me in. o I refuse to be 
drawn into this argument. 
conversation, discussion, argument, situ- 
ation involve sb (in sth) 
This phrasal verb is often used in the 
passive. 
@ v+nipron+adv « v+advtn e v+nipron+ prep 
draw sth ‘In if you draw ina breath, you breathe 
deeply or quickly: She drew in a deep breath atthe 
magical sight of the city below. o He drew in his 
breath sharply. 
only a/your, etc. breath 
@ v+adv+n + v+nipron+ adv 


draw sth ‘off to remove some liquid from a 
larger amount: He drew off a glass of beer: 
@ v+nipron+adv + vtadven 

draw ‘on (of atime or a season) to slowly pass: As 
night drew on, it became clear he wasn’t coming. 
® v+adv 

‘draw on sth 1 (also 'draw upon sth more for- 
mad to use sth that you have or that is available 
to help you do sth: The assignment asked us to 
draw on our experiences while we were in Eng- 
land. o Ill have to draw on my savings to pay for 
the car. experience, work, resources, SAY- 
ings, tradition Draw on/upon sth can be 
used in the passive in this meaning: Sections of 
the book should be drawn on as required. 2 if you 
draw on a cigarette or a pipe, etc. you breathe 
smoke into your mouth from it: He drete on his 
cigar. cigar, cigarette, pipe 
© v + prep 

draw ‘out (BrE) (usually used in the progressive 
tenses) when evenings or nights are drawing 
out, it is gradually becoming lighter for longer 
in the evening because spring is coming: After 
March the evenings started drawing out. 
draw in (BrE) 
@ vtadv 


Deemed 


draw ‘out; draw ‘out of sth (especially BrE) if 
a train draws out or draws out of a station, it 
begins to move and slowly leaves the station: 7 
arrived in time to see the train drawing out. o The 
irain drew slowly out of the station. 
IYA pull out, pull out of sth 
draw in, draw into sth 
© v+adv « v+ adv + prep 
draw sb ‘out to encourage sb who is shy to talk 
freely: I tried to draw him out on the subject of fis 
life in Africa. 
@ v+ nvpron + adv 
draw sth ‘out to make sth such as a meeting or 
an event last longer than usual or longer than it 
should: They drew the interview out to over an 
hour o The process is likely to be drawn out over 
several months. 
®© v+n/pront+ adv + v+advt+n 
b drawn-out (alo jlong-drawn-'out, ‘long- 
drawn iess frequent) adj lasting longer than you 
expect or too long: The negotiations were difficult 
and drawn-out. o It was another long-draiwn-out 
meeting. 
draw sth ‘out: draw sth ‘out of sth to take 
money out of a bank account: How much money 
did you draw out? o Several thousand pounds 
had been drawn out of the account. 
take sth out, take sth out of sth; with- 
draw sth (from sth) (ore formal) 
@ v+nipron+ adv è vtadvtn + 
v + nipron + adv + prep 
draw ‘up; draw sth/sb/yourself ‘up to come 
to a stop; to make sth/sb/yourself stop: A taxi 
drew up outside, o He drew the car up at the front 
door o He was walking towards the door when a 
loud knock drew him up sharply. 
x pull up; pull sb up: pull yourself up 
-> see alSO DRAW YOURSELF UP 
© vtadv + v+nipron + adv 
draw sth ‘up 1 to make or write sth that needs 
careful planning: My solicitor is drawing up the 
contract. o Clear guidelines need to be drawn up. 
© We've drawn up a planof action. B83) contract, 
agreement, plan ID formulate sth (ore for- 
mal) 2 to bring sth nearer to sb/sth: She drew up 
another chair and sat with them. o He drew his 
knees up to his chest. BE) chair, knees pull 
sth up 
@ vtadvin » v+nipron+ adv 
draw yourself ‘up to stand up very straight so 
that you are as tall as possible: She drew herself 
up to her full height, hands on hips, and glared 
at me. 
pull yourself up 
> see a 150 DRAW UP, DRAW SB/STH/YOURSELF UP 
@ v+prontadv 


‘draw upon sth = praw on STH 1 
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dream idrimm/ (dreamt, dreamt /dremt/ or 
dreamed, dreamed) 


dream sth a'way to spend time in a lazy way 
thinking about things you would like to do but 
not actually doing anything: She dreamt her life 
away, never really achieving anything. 

life 

@ v+o/pron + adv « vytadve+n 

‘dream of sth 

® v+prep 

wouldn't ‘dream of sth/of doing sth used to 
emphasize the fact that you would not even think 
about doing sth: ‘Don't go without me, will you?’ ‘T 
wouldn't dream of it!’ 

» un‘dreamed of adj much more or much better 
than you thought was possible: undreamed-of 
happiness 

dream 'on (spoken, informal) used to tell sb that 
you are certain that what they have just said will 
not happen: You want a pay rise? Dream on! 

© viadv 

dream sth ‘up (informal) to have an idea or 
think of a plan, especially one that is not very 
practical: The scheme was dreamed up by a local 
businessman. o Trust you to dream up a crazy 
idea like this! 

idea, scheme 

@ vtadvin è v+prón+adv + v+n+adv (rare) 


dredge /drea;/ 


dredge sth ‘up (usually disapproving) 1 to men- 
tion sth that sb has forgotten or wants to forget 
because it is unpleasant or embarrassing: She 
always dredges up that embarrassing story. 
the past 2 to remember sth or to do sth with dif 
ficulty: She was dredging up the little she knew 
about babies. o He managed to dredge up a smile. 
© vtadvi+n + v+prontady « v+n+adv (less 
Frequent) 


dress ‘dres/ 


ress 'down (in sth) to wear clothes that are less 
forma] than those you usually wear or those that 
are usually worn in a particular situation: He 
deliberately dressed down for the party. o More 
and more people are dressing down for the office 
these days. 

dress up (in sth) 

@ vtadv 

dress sb ‘down to criticize sb angrily for sth 
wrong that they have done: The sergeant dressed 
down the new recruits. i 
@ vt+advtn « v+n/pron+adv 

> dressing-'down n [sing.] (old-fashioned, infor- 
mal an occasion when sb speaks angrily to a 
person because they have done sth wrong 


Cosa Ae bee ea Pre ee Te 


dress ‘up (as sb/sth), dress sb/yourself ‘up 
{as sb/sth) to put on special clothes in order to 
pretend to be sb else: The kids love dressing up. o 
They dressed themselves up as cartoon characters. 
(BrE) dressing-up clothes o(AmE) dress-up 
clothes 
© vtadv è v+n/pron+ adv + v+ ady +n (less 

frequent} 

dress ‘up (in sth), dress yourself ‘up (in sth) 
to wear special or more formal clothes than you 
usually do or than those usually worn in a par- 
ticular situation: Don’t bother to dress up — come 
as you are. © She dressed herself up in a grey suit 
for the court appearance. 
dress down (in sth) 
Do not confuse this phrasal verb with get 
dressed or dress, dress sb/yourself, which just 
mean ‘to put on clothes”: J jumped out of bed and 
got dressed quickly. 
@ vt+adv « v+pron+ adv 

dress sth ‘up (as sth) to make sth seem different 
or better than it really is by the way that you 
present it: You're sacking me. Don't try to dress it 
UD &s a career move. 
@ v+nipron+ adv » v +adv+n 


drift jar; 


drift a'part to become less close or less friendly 
with sb: Over fhe years we just drifted apart. 
® v+ adv 

drift ‘off to fall asleep: She soon drifted off o I 
drifted off to sleep on the sofa while I was watch- 
ing the football. 
doze off 
@® v+adv 


drill farm 


drifl sth ‘into sb to make sb learn or understand 
sth by repeating it frequently: We had multiplica- 
tion tables drilled into us at school. o There's no 
need to drill things into them — they'll learn as 
they go along. 
drum sth into sb 
Drill sth into sb is often used in the 
passive. 
© v+n/pron + prep 


drink /drmk/ (drank /drenk/, drunk /drank/) 


rink sth 'down to drink all of sth quickly: He 
filled a cup with cold water and drank it down in 
one gulp. 
@ v+nipron+ adv + v+advtn 

drink ‘in sth; drink it/tthem ‘in to look at, lis- 
ten to or experience sth with great pleasure and 
interest: She wandered the streets, drinking in the 
atmosphere. © We sat gazing at the view, drinking 
it ail in. 
sight, view, atmosphere, beauty 


A noun must always follow in, but a pro- 
noun comes between the verb and in. + Drink 
in sth can not be used in the passive. 

@ vtadvt+n + v+pron+adv 


‘drink to sb/sth to wish sb/sth good luck, success 


or happiness, by raising your glass and then 
drinking: They ali drank to the couple’s health. © 
‘Things can only get better’ TH drink to that!’ 
toast sb/sth 

© v+ prep 


drink ‘up: drink sth ‘up to finish all of a drink: 


Drink up. It’s time to go. © Drink your milk up 
it’s good for you. 

Drink sth up is not used in the passive. 
@ vtadv + v+nipront adv + v+adv+n 


drive /drarv/ (drove fdrauv: AME drouv/, 


driven /drrvn/) 


‘drive at sth to try to express or say sth: I'm not 


sure I understand what you’re driving at. o 
What’s he driving at? 

rD get at sth 

Drive at sth is only used in the progressive 
tenses and in direct or indirect questions with 
‘what. 

@ v+ prep 


drive a'way/off, drive sb/sth a'way/'off (of 


a car or a driver) to go away in a vehicle: to take 
sb away in a vehicle: The cab drove slowly away. 
o There's someone to drive your car away and 
park it. o They were driven away ina police van. 
© v+adv è v+n/pron+ adv 


drive sb/sth a'way (from eth) to make sb not 


want to go to a particular place or be with a par- 
ticular person; to make sb/sth leave a place: Ris- 
ing prices are driving our customers away. © His 
temper and his violent behaviour have driven all 
his family away. 

business, customers 

@ vtnipron+adv + vtadvtn 


drive ‘off (in golf) to hit the ball to begin a game 


© vtadv 


drive ‘off, drive sb/sth ‘off = vrivi awayiorr, 


DRIVE SB/STH AWAY/OFF The van drove off at high 
speed. © The car was driven off at speed. o Then 
he drove her off to the airport. 


drive sb/sth ‘off; drive sb/sth ‘off sth to 


force sb/sth to move away from a particular 
place: The army was driven off by the fierce 
attacks of the rebels. o We were driven off the 
island by the new owner. 

® v+ni/pron+adv è v+adv+n + v+n/pron+ prep 


drive 'on to continue driving either without stop- 


ping or after stopping for a short time: We drove 
on until we came to an open square full of cafés. o 
Paula stopped to let Philip out of the car before 
driving on. 

© v+adv 


drop by 


drive sb/sth ‘out: drive sb/sth ‘out of sth to 
make sb/sth leave or disappear: They're hoping 
that their competitive prices will drive out the 
rival company. o They tried to drive her out of the 
village. 
®© v+nipron+ adv + v+advin + 
Vv +nipron + adv + prep 


drone {draon AmE droun; 


drone ‘on (about sth) to talk about sth for a long 
time in a boring way: I nearly fell asleep while he 
was droning on! o She droned on for hours about 
the uses of the present tense. 
@ vtady 


drool drui; 


‘drool over sb/sth to look at sb/sth in a way that 
shows you like and admire or want them/it, often 
in a silly or exaggerated way: He was drooling all 
over you at the party! o The boys droolea over the 
sports cars in the showroom. 

@ v+ prep 


d FOP /drop; AmE dra:p/ (-pp-) 


drop a'round (AmE) =prRop BY 

drop sth a'round (AmE) = prop STH ROUND 

drop a‘way (especially BrE) 14 if the ground 
drops away, it slopes down steeply away from 
where you are: The seabed suddenly dropped 
away and I was waist deep in the water 2 to 
become less strong or disappear: He felt his dark 
mood dropping away. 
$ v+ adv 

drop ‘back if a person in a group drops back, 
they move to a position further back behind 
other people, often because they are not able to 
stay at the front: The original leader in the race 
has now dropped back to third place. 
fall back 
@ vt adv 

drop be'hind; drop be'hind sb/sth if sb 
drops behind or drops behind sb/sth, they 
move to a position behind other people: He 
dropped behind to walk with Sam. o We cannot 
afford to drop behind our competitors. 
fall behind, fall behind sb/sth 
© v+adv « v+prap 

drop ‘by (also drop 'round BrE, drop a'round 
AmE) (informal) to pay a short, informal visit to 
sb, often without arranging this in advance: J 
just dropped by to check you were OK. © I’m drop- 
ping round to Kate’s later. 
call by (especially BrE), stop by 
-> see also DROP IN (ON SB/AT...), DROP INTO STH; 
DROP OVER 
® v+adv 

drop sth 'by (AmE) = prop STH IN (TO SB/sTH), 
DROP STH INTO STH 


amas eee eed mA ee ee A Pe ea ee A A nmn 


drop ‘in (on sb/at...), drop ‘into sth (informal out, pull out of sth; withdraw (from sth) (Gore because they have done sth wrong: He was duck idak/ 


to pay a short, informal visit to sb, often without 
arranging this in advance: Drop in any time 
you're passing. o She drops in on her parents at 
least once a week. o I dropped into the coffee shop 
for a quick drink on my way home. 

23¥R) callin 

-> see also DROP BY 

@ v+adv » v+prep 

> ‘drop-in adj [only before noun] used to describe 
a place where you can go without making an 
appointment: a drop-in centre/surgeryiclinic 


formal) 2 to leave school, college, university, etc. 
without finishing your studies: She dropped out 
of college after only a few weeks. o Many students 
drop out or fail because they're not enjoying the 
course. 3 to reject the accepted ideas, morals and 
values of society: There’s a danger that when 
people lose their jobs they drop out (of society) 
altogether. 

@ v+adv + v+adv+prep 

> ‘dropout 7 1 a person who leaves school, col- 
lege or university before they have finished their 


drummed out of the club. 
throw sb out, throw sb out of sth 
© v+nipron+ adv è v+nipron + adv + prep 


rum sth ‘up to work hard to get sth: We’re 


launching a campaign to drum up more business. 
© We couldn't drum up enough cash to keep the 
club going. 

business, support, customers 

@ vtadv+n « v+pron+adv + v+n+adv (rare) 


duck ‘out; duck ‘out of sth; duck ‘out of 
doing sth (informal) to avoid a responsibility 
or duty, especially an unpleasant one: She ducked 
out of visiting him in hospital. o You have to go, 
so don’t try ducking out. 
Duck can be used with an object with the 
same meaning: Don’t try to duck the issue. 
@® vtadv + v+adv+ prep 


dude jdu:d/ 


dry /drar/ (dries, drying, dried, dried) 


dude yourself ‘up (AZ, slang) to make your- 
dry ‘off. dry sb/sth ‘off, dry yourself ‘off to 


self more attractive and try to impress people by 


studies: He might be a college dropout but he's 


drop sb/yourself ‘in It (BrE, informad to put sb 
made a fortune in business. > There is a high 


in a difficult or embarrassing situation: She got 


herself out af trouble by dropping Laura in it. 

@ v+n/pron + prep + it 

drop sth ‘in (to sb/sth), drop sth ‘into sth 
(especially BrE) (AmE usually drop sth ‘by) 
(informal to deliver sth, especially when you are 
on the way to somewhere else: She dropped the 
report in on her way out. o Uli drop a note in to 
you when I know the arrangements. o Could you 
drop my coat into the cleaner’s on your way to 
work? o Fl drop the brochures by later. 


dropout rate from some college courses. 2 
{usually disapproving, especiaily BrE) a person 
who rejects the accepted ideas, morals and val- 
ues of society: Many of the town’s dropouts hang 
around the square. 


drop ‘over (especially AmE) to visit sb for a short 


time at their home, without arranging a time in 
advance: I think LH just drop over to Jim’s for a 
while. o Why don't you drop over this evening? 
Y pop over/round 


become dry; to make sb/sth/yourself dry: We lay 
beside the pool to dry off in the sun. o You can use 
this towel to dry yourself off o I dried the car off 
with a soft cloth. 

@ v+ adv + vtn/prontady e v+adv+n 


dry ‘out; dry gb ‘out (informal) to receive treat- 


ment to help you stop drinking alcohol or taking 
drugs; to cure sb of drinking too much alcohol or 
of taking drugs: She went into a clinic to dry out. 
@ vtadv + v+nipron + adv 


wearing expensive or special clothes: He really 
duded himseif up for the party. 
@ v+ pront adv 


duff fac 


duff sb ‘up (BrE, informal) to hit or kick sb 
severely: A couple of guys duffed him up. 
beat sb up 
@ v+n/pron + adv 


dry ‘out: ary sth out to become vary a too duke djuk: AmE duck/ 
dry; to make st ome very or too dry: Water ey E5 ; 
the plant regularly and don’t let the soildry out. o duke it ‘out (with sb) (AmE, siang) to fight with 
The wind and the sun had dried out my skin. sb using your hands tightly closed: You can’t set- 
@ vt+adv e v+nipron+adv e v+advtn tle every argument by duking it out. © (figurative) 
You'll have to duke it out over the last cookie. 


®© v+n/pron+ ady e v+adv+n + v+n/pron+ prep “> see also DROP BY 


drop ‘into sth = pror IN (ON sB/AT...), DROP INTO @ vt adv 
STH drop ‘round (BrE) = prop BY 


drop sth ‘into sth ~ pror sru Ix (ro sa/stH), drop sth ‘round (BrE) (AmE drop sth around) 
DROP STH INTO STH (informal) to deliver sth to sb's home, ete; PH 


, , | aye drop those round later. dry ‘up 1 if a supply of sth dries up, it is no , 
drop off? Cnformal, eSpec tally Br E) to fall intoa > see also SROP STH IN (TO SB/STH), DROP STH longer available: The plan was abandoned when $ vrit+ady 
light sleep: He's always dropping off in front of INTO STH the money dried up. investment, supply, dumb aam; 


the TV is¥) doze off: nod off (informal 2 if a 
number, an amount or a quality drops off, it 
decreases: The numbers applying for member- 
ship have dropped off sharply. fall off 

@ vtady 

> ‘drop-off (in sth) n a decrease: Managers are 
concerned by a recent drop-off in sales. 

> see also DROP-OFF at DROP SB/STH OFF 


drop sb/sth ‘off to stop and let sb get out of acar, 
etc.; to deliver sth to a place, often when you are 
on the way to somewhere else: Could you drop me 
off at the station? o I’m going past Jan’s house — 
I could drop the cake off o She dropped off some 
clothes at the dry-cleaner’'s, 

© v+nipront+adv + vtadven 

> ‘drop-off n a place where vehicles can stop for 
people to get out, or where sth can be left: the 
action of doing this: Jt is easier to get a taxi at pas- 
senger drop-off points than at Aight arrival 
stands. 

=> see alSO DROP-OFF at DROP OFF 

drop ‘out drop ‘out of sth 1 to stop taking 
part in an activity, being a member of a group, 
etc: Several members of the team had to drop out 
at the last minute. o She had to drop out of the 
race half way through. o The company had to 
drop out of the deai due to rising costs. pull 


®© v+nipron + adv 


drown jdraun/ 
drown sb/sth ‘out if a sound drowns out 


sb/sth, it is so loud that they/it cannot be heard: 

The music was playing at full volume, drowning 

out conversation. © Her reply was drowned out by 

a passing motorbike. 

noise, sound, roar, music 

Drown sb/sth can also be used with the 

same meaning: Her voice was drowned by the 

crashing waves. 

$ v+advt+n « v+pron+adv + v+n+ adv (less 
frequent) 


drum /dram/ (-mm-} 
drum sth ‘into sb to make sb remember sth by 


repeating it often: He drummed road safety into 
them before letting them out on their bicyeles. © 
Traditional values were drummed into him from 
an early age. o I had tt drummed into me that I 
shouldn't talk to strangers. 

drill sth into sb 

@® v+n/pron+ prep 


drum sb ‘out, drum sb ‘out of sth to force sb 


to leave a group or an organization, usually 


funds 3877; run out 2 (informal) to stop talking 
suddenly because you cannot remember what to 
say next ur are very nervous: She dried up during 
the second act. o I just dried up halfway through 
the interview. 3 (informal used to tell sb rudely 
to be quiet or stop talking 

@ v+adv 


dry ‘up; dry sth ‘up 1 if a river or a Jake, ete. 


dries up, or sth dries it up, it becomes com- 
pletely dry: The well dried up for the first time ina 
century. © The sun dried up all the puddles. 2 
(BrE, informal) to dry dishes after they have 
been washed: I'll dry up if you wash the dishes. > 
He dried all the dishes up and put them atoay. 
Dry and dry sth are also used with this 
meaning. 

@ vtadv « vtadvtn « v+prontadv e v+n+adv 

(rare) 

> dried ‘up adj 1 completely dry: They camped 
ina dried-up river bed. 2 [only before noun] (dis- 
approving) (of a person) old, with many folds 
and lines on the skin, small and usually bitter or 
bad-tempered: The librarian was a dried-up, bit- 
ter oid man. 

> drying ‘up n [U] (Br&, informal) the act of dry- 
ing dishes after they have been washed: to do the 
drying up 


dumb ‘down: dumb sth ‘down (disapprov- 
ing) to make sth too simple and therefore less 
accurate and of poorer quality, by trying to make 
it easier for people to understand: The pro- 
gramme producers claimed they had to dumb 
down. © The new producer has reaily dumbed the 
show down. 
@ viadv « v+n/pront+ady e v+advtn 
> dumbing ‘down n [U] the act or policy of mak- 
ing sth too simple and therefore less accurate 
and of poorer quality 


dum MY /‘dami; (dummies, dummying, 
dummied, dummied) 


dummy ‘up (AmE) to say nothing: If he dummies 
up, just try a little persuasion. 
clam up 
@ V+ adv 


dump fdamp/ 


‘dump on sb (slang) 1 to treat sb unfairly, espe- 
cially by giving them too much to do or unpleas- 
ant tasks: The boss dumps on Jane and shedumps 
on the junior staff 2 (AmE) to criticize sb and 


Ravad 0 Geeeee eee ee rrr y na he aserre ` Suwa dp eee Harauanmugatryny rnernnp rere ee ore reer yy memadad 
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make them feel unimportant or stupid: Quit 
dumping on me, i'm trying my best. 
E Dump on sb can be used in the passive: 
Why do I always get dumped on? 
© v+prep 

‘dump on sb; ‘dump sth on sb (slang, espe- 
cially AmE) to tell sb all your problems: He 
dumps on me every time she throws him out. o She 
keeps phoning me and dumping all her problems 
on me. 
@ v+prep + v+n/pron+ prep 


dust /dast/ 


ust sb/sth ‘down (BrE) = DUST SB/STIU OFF, 
DUST YOURSELF OFF 


dust sth ‘down (BrE) = pust STH OFF 

dust yourself ‘down (BrE) 1 = DUST SB/STH 
OFF, DUST YOURSELF OFF 2 = DUST YOURSELF OFF 

dust sb/sth ‘off, dust yourself ‘off (BrE also 
ust sb/sth ‘down, dust yourself 'down) to 
remove the dust or dirt from sb/sth/yourself, for 
example with your hand or a brush: She stood up 
and dusted herself down. 
-> see aiso DUST YOURSELF OFF 
@ v+nipron+adv « v+advtn 


dust sth ‘off (BrE also dust sth ‘down) to bring 
sth out after it has not been used for a long time 
and start to use it again: The government is dust- 
ing off its plans for offshore gas and oil explor- 
ation. > Some of their early songs have been 
brought out and dusted down for re-release. 
@ v+adv+n + v+prontadv + v+n + adv (less 

frequen!) 

dust yourself ‘off (BrE also dust yourself 
down) to recover after a difficult or unpleasant 
experience and begin again: After every disap- 
pointment I just dust myself down and start 
again. 
> see also DUST SB/STH OFF, DUST YOURSELF OFF 
© v+ pron + adv 


dwell (dwel/ (dwelt, dwelt or dwelled, 
dwelled) 


‘dwell on sth (also ‘dwell upon sth more formal) 
1 to think or talk about sth for too long, espe- 
cially sth unpleasant: It's time pou stopped dwell- 
ing on the past. the past, problems 2 
(literary) to look at sth for a long time: He smiled, 
his eyes dwelling on her face. 

@ v+prep 


E © 
Ramee AA eM ETETE 


ease |i:z/ 
ease ‘back 1 (business) if profits, prices, ete. 


ease back, they become a little lower, especially 
after they have been high: The company’s profits 
eased back from £15.1 million to £14.7 million, 2 
(on sth) if somebody eases back, they go a little 
slower, do sth with a little less energy, are less 
strict, etc. than before: The team played aggres- 
sively in the first half of the game, but were abie to 
ease back in the second. o The government should 
ease back on farming restrictions. 

© vtadv 


ease ‘back into sth; ease sb/yourself 


‘pack into sth to gradually become familiar 
again with sth you have not done for some time; 
to help sb become familiar again with sth they 
used to do: Smith is gradually easing back into 
running after his injury. o It’s time to ease the 
kids back into the school routine. o The ease back 
process is designed to reduce the chance of re- 
injury. 

-> see GISO EASE INTO STH, EASE SB/YOURSELE 
INTO STH 

@ v+adv+ prep + v+n/pron + adv + prep 


ease ‘into sth; ease sb/yourself ‘into sth 


to gradually become, or help sb become, familiar 
with sth new, especially a new job: to ease into 
retirement o a course for easing people into the 
world of computing 

> see alsO EASE BACK INTO STH, EASE SB/YOUR- 
SELF BACK INTO STH 

© v+prep + v+n/pron + prep 


ease ‘off 1 to gradually become less strong or 


unpleasant: Eventually the rain started to ease off 
© The pain eased off after a few hours. 2 to go 
slower or make less effort: He eased off in the last 
lap and still won. slack off 

®© v + adv 


ease sb ‘out; ease sb ‘out of sth to make sb 


leave their job or position, especially by making 
it difficult or unpleasant for them over a period 
of time: He was eased out of his job as presiden- 
tial adviser: 
Ease sb out is often used in the passive. 
®© vinipron+ adv e vtadvtn + 

¥+nipron + adv + prep 


ease ‘up 1 (on sth) to go slower or make less 


effort; to do sth less: The doctor told him to ease 
up. o I'd ease up on the training a bit if I were you. 
2 (on sb) to start being less severe with sb: J 
think you should ease up on the kids a bit, 

@ vtadv 


eat i:t; (ate fet, ert (especially AmE)/, eaten 


(ims 


eat sth a'way to gradually damage or destroy 


sth over a period of time: Something was eating 
away the foliage. o Some of the stone had been 
eaten away by pollution. o The sea is eating away 
the coastline. 

>) see also RAT AWAY AT STH 

@ vtadvtn « vtn/pron+adv 


eat a'way at sb to worry sb over a long period of 


time: Jealousy is eating away at him. 
© v+adv+ prep 


eat a'way at sth to gradually damage or des- 


troy sth over a period of time: Pollution ts eating 
away at the stone. o Resentment ate away at their 
relationship. 

-> see lso EAT STH AWAY 

@ v + adv + prep 


eat ‘in 1 to have a meal at home rather than at a 


restaurant: Are you eating in tonight? Y5FF eat 
out 2 (also eat sth ‘in) (especially BrE) to buy 
and eat food at a restaurant, rather than taking it 
away to eat: Js this food to eat in or take away? 
OFF) take sth away (especially BrE) 

@ vtadv 2 also v+ n/pron + adv 


‘eat into sth 1 to gradually damage or destroy 


sth: Woodworm had eaten inio most of the furni- 
ture. 2 to use or take away a large part of sth 
valuable, especially money or time: My work 
began to eat into the weekends. profits, time 
@ v+prep 


eat ‘out to have a meal ina restaurant, ete. rather 


than at home: We ate out almost every night. 
YeD dine out (formal) eat in 
@ vtadv 


eat ‘up used to tell sb to eat quickly or to eat 


everything they have been given: Hat up! You'll 
be late for school. 

-> see also EAT STH UP 1 

@ v+adv 


eat sb ‘up if an emotion such as anger, guilt, etc. 


eats sb up, it worries them all the time and they 
cannot think of anything else: The anger was 
eating her up inside. 

ts consume sb (formal) 

Eat sb up is often used in the passive: He's 
eaten up by Jealousy. 

@ v+n/pront+ adv e v+adv+n 


eat sth ‘up 1 to eat all the food you have been 


given: Eat up your broccoli. It’s good for pot. - see 
also EAT UP 2 (informal, especially BrE) to use 


obb 


large quantities of sth, for example fuel or elec- 


tricity: His extravagance is eating up our profits. 
© The van really eats up petroligas. 
@ vtadvin + v+pron+adv + v+n+tady (rare) 


ebb ;eb; 


ebb a'way to gradually become weaker and 
begin to disappear: His confidence ebbed away. 
strength, enthusiasm, anger 
® vt+adv 


edge jcd3/ 


edge sb/sth ‘out: edge sb/sth ‘out of sth to 
gradually move sb out of their job or position, 
especially by taking their place yourself: to grad- 
ually defeat sb: Be careful he doesn’t edge you out 
of your job altogether o She was edged out of the 
semi-final by her younger rival. 
@ v+nipron+ adv « v+adv+n » 

v+n/pron + adv + prep 

edge ‘up if prices, etc. edge up, they gradually 
increase: Inflation is edging up. 
@ vt adv 


edit edr; 


edit sth ‘out; edit sth ‘out of sth to remove 
words or phrases from a book, programme, etc. 
before it is published or shown: The swear words 
were edited out (of the song). ò He must have 
edited a lot of the interview out. o Read through 
your work and edit out anything repetitive or 
irrelevant. 
@ v+nipron+adv + v+advtn e 

v +n/pron + adv + prep 


eff jet 


eff ‘off (BrE, A) a rude way of telling sb to go 
away, used instead of fuck off 
@ vtadv 


egg /ea/ 


egg sb ‘on (to do sth) to encourage sb to do sth, 
especially sth foolish or wrong: Egged en by his 
classmates, he climbed a bit higher. o The other 
lads were egging them on to fight. 
urge sb/sth on (to sth/to do sth) 
@ v+nipron+ adv + v+adv+n 


eke /i:k/ 


eke sth ‘out 1 to make a small supply of sth last 
longer by using only a little at a time or by add- 
ing sth else to it: Ske eked out the stew to make 
another meal. Income, supplies 2 eke ‘out 
sth, eke itthem ‘out (literary) to manage to live 
with very little money: She eked out a living by 
selling what she could grow. living, exist- 


errr 


ence A noun must always follow out, but a 
pronoun comes between the verb and out. 
@ 1 vtadven e v+pron+adv + v+n+adv (less 
frequent) 
aVet+advi+n + v+pron+adv 


elaborate /ilæbərert/ 


e'laborate on/upon sth to explain or describe 
sth ina more detailed way: He said he was resign- 
ing but did not elaborate on his reasons. 
enlarge on/upon sth 
© v+ prep 


elbow /elbau; AmE -bou/ 


elbow sb/sth a'side/‘out: elbow sb/sth 
‘out of sth to force sb or sth out of a position or 
job: The story was on the front page, elbowing 
aside the peace talks. o Wrestling elbowed judo 
out of the 1994 Games. o He was elbowed out of 
power. 
@ vtadv+n + v+nipron+adv « 

Vv +ni/pron + adv + prep 


embark mbek; AmE m’ba:rk/ 


embark on/upon sth (formal) to start to do sth 
new, important or difficult: The government has 
embarked upon a programme of reforms. o He 
travelled for a year before embarking on graduate 
studies. 
programme, career, course, journey 
© v+ prep 


empty /cmpti/ (empties, emptying, emptied, 
emptied) 


empty ‘out; empty ‘out of sth if a place emp- 
ties out, or people empty out of a place, it 
becomes empty of people: Af 11.30 the restaurant 
emptied out (~ people left it). o People were empty- 
ing outof barsand clubs. 
Empty and empty sth are also used with 
this meaning. 
@® vt adv « v+adv+prep 

,ampty sth ‘out: empty sth ‘out of sth to 
remove all the things from inside a container: He 
emptied the bag out onto the table, o Don’t empty 
the bath water out! o I was asked to empty every- 
thing out of my pockets. 
ESE Empty sth is used more frequently with 
this meaning than empty sth out. 
@ vtnipron+adv « v+adven « 

v +n/pron + adv + prep 


encroach fm'krout: AmE in‘krout$/ 


en'croach on sth (aiso en'croach upon sth 
more formal 1 to use up too much of sb's time, 
personal life, ctc.; to begin to affect sb: She tried 
to prevent her work from encroaching too far on 
her private life. cut into sth (less formal) 


2 to gradually spread over more and more of an 
area: New housing is starting to encroach upon 
the surrounding fields. territory, land 

© v+prep 


end jend/ 
‘end in sth to have sth as an endingor as a result: 


Many adverbs in English end in -ly o His first 
attempt to run a marathon ended in disaster o 
The partnership between the two companies could 
all end in tears (= have an unhappy or unpleas- 
ant result), 

failure, disaster, divorce, a draw 

© vt prep 


end ‘up: end 'up doing sth to reach or come to 


a particular place or situation that you did not 
expect or intend to be in: He ended up in prison. © 
I don’t want to end up worse off than when I 
started. o I expect I'll end up paying, as usual. o 
if you drive like that, you couid end up dead! 
SY) finish up, finish up doing sth; wind up, 
wind up doing sth (informal 

[iia In this meaning, end up is nearly always 
used with either an adjective, a phrase begin- 
ning with a preposition, or doing sth. + Note that 
this phrasal verb does not mean the same as end: 
Classes end at 4p.m. 

@& vtadyv è v+adv+-ing 


endear imdi AmE -'dir/ 
en'dear sb/yourself to sb (formal) to make 


sb/vourself loved or liked by sb: He managed to 
endear himself to my entire family. o The govern- 
ment’s record on employment did not endear them 
to the voter's. 

® v+n/pron + prep 


endow /m'dav; 
en'dow sbisth with sth gorma 1 to give sb 


ath, such as a particular quality, responsibility, 
etc: They endowed their children with remarkable 
names. © The job endows its holder with great 
prestige. 2 to imagine or believe that sb/sth has a 
particular quality: They endowed certain plants 
with almost magical healing qualities. 

© v+n/pron + prep 


be en’dowed with sth to naturally have a par- 


ticular skill, quality, feature, etc: He is endowed 
with both intelligence and good looks. o machines 
endowed with amazing powers o The islands are 
well endowed with ponds, lakes and streams. 

@ be+v+prap 


engage /in'gerd3/ 
en'gage In sth; en'gage In doing sth; 


en'gage sb in sth; en'gage sb In doing 
sth (formal to take part in sth; to make sb take 
part in sth; to be busy doing sth: Lecturers engage 


anter on 


me ER MR RS Re Pe ee ERECTA 


in teaching and research. o She tried to engage 
him in conversation, o He was engaged in run- 
ning a small business. 
activities, research, business, discussion 
$ v+ prep + vtnipron + prep 

be en'gaged on/upon sth (formal) todo sth; to 
be involved in doing sth: He is engaged on a biog- 
raphy of his father 
 be+v+prep 


enlarge jm'lo:d3;: AmE-la:rd3; 


en‘large on/upon sth (formal) to say or write 
more about sth you have mentioned: PH enlarge 
on this point later. 
eiaborate on/upon sth 
® v+ prep 


enquire (also Inquire especially AME) 
imkwarxr)’ 


en'quire after sb (formal to ask about sb's 
health or about what they are doing: My mother 
enquired after you and the baby. 
ask after sb (less formal 
® v + prep 

en'quire into sth (formal, especially BrE) to try 
to find out the facts about sth: The committee are 
enquiring into the employment of children. 
Ta¥R) investigate sth 
Enguire inte sth can be used in the 
passive, 
© v+prep 

en'quire sth of sb (forma) to ask sb sth: Are 
you able to come with us?’ she enquired of Will. 
& v+speech + prep 


enter lentar) 


‘anter into sth (formal) 1 (with sb) to begin to 
discuss or deal with sth: The government agreed 
fa enter into negotiations. o The examiners can- 
notenter into any correspondence over the results. 
negotiations, correspondence, contract 
Enter into sth can be used in the passive 
in this meaning. 2 (with sb) to begin or become 
involved in a formal agreement: The government 
has entered into an agreement with the World 
Bank. o It is vital that the contract be freely 
entered into. agreement Enter into 
sth can be used in the passive in this meaning. 3 
to affect a situation or be an important part of it: 
Luck didn’t enter into it; I won because of my 
Skill. it 
© v+prep 

‘enter on/upon sth (forma!) to make a start on 
sth; to begin sth: The economy entered on a period 
of sustained growth. o In 1991, he entered upon a 
turbulent political career. 

A Enter on/upon sth can be used in the 
passive. 
© v+ prep 


Peer Teer ee Pere Te reer er Peewee err eer reer et ere re errr reer errr fe Sere rer Teer ee Tee TT ere Tr TTT eee rrr Tree eer reer Te rer rary FORD PO POPPA PPT RA a 


entitle /m'ta:t!/ 


en'titie sb to sth to give sb a right to have or do 
sth: This ticket entitles you to a free meal. o All 
children are entitled to education. o I think I’m 
entitled to an explanation. 
Entitle sb to sth is often used in the 
passive. 
@ v+nipron+ prep 


entrust jm'trast/ 


en'trust A to B; en'trust B with Ato make sb 
responsible for doing sth or for taking care of sb: 
{couldn't entrust my children to strangers. o Can 
you entrust an assistant with the task? 
@ v+n/pron + prep 


equate ji'kwert; 

e'quate to sth to be equal to sth: Do my qualifi- 
cations equate to any in your country? o Produc- 
tion costs for the movie equated to aruund 30% of 
income. 
© v+prep 

e'quate sth with sth to consider that sth is the 
same as sth else, or equal in value or importance: 
He equates success with material wealth. 
@ v+nipron + prep 


etch jets) 


be ‘etched into/on sth; be ‘etched with 
sth if a feeling is etched into/on sb's face or sb's 
face is etched with a particular feeling, that 
feeling can be seen very clearly: Tiredness and 
despair were etched into his face. o Anthea’s face 
was etched with horror. 
@ be +v+prep 
Git be etched on your ‘heart/‘memory/mind if 
sth is etched on your memory, you remember 
it because it has made a very strong impression 
on you 


even ivn/ 


even ‘out if sth evens out, it becomes level or 
steady after a period when it has gone up and 
down or changed a lot: The path evens out further 
on. © House prices will eventuaily even out. 
@ vt adv 

even sth ‘out to spread sth equally over a num- 
ber of people or a period of time: She tried to even 
out the work among the staff. 
® vtadv+n e v+n/pron+ adv 

even sth 'up to make a situation, a competition, 
ete. more equal: If I give you another £5, that wili 
even things up a bil. 
È v+n/pron+ adv « v+advtn 


expand /ik'spænd; 


ex'pand on sth (also ex' pand upon sth more for- 
mal to give more information or details about 
sth you have said or written: Could you expand 
on your earlier statement? 
point, statement 
m Expand on/upon sth can be used in the 
passive. 
© v+ prep 


explain /ik'splem; 


ex plain sth a'way to give reasons why you 
should not be blamed for sth or why sth is not as 
important or as bad as people think: How will 
you explain away the loss of two cars? 
© v+advtn + vin/pron+ adv 


eye /ai/ (eyeing or eying, eyed, eyed) 


eye sb 'up (informal, especially BrE to look at sb 
in a way that shows that you are interested in 
them, especially in a sexual way: She’s eyeing me 
up as a potential customer o He was eyeing up all 
the women at the party. 
@ v+nipron+adv + vtadvtn 

eye sth ‘up (informal, especially BrE) to look 
closely at sth, because you want it or are inter- 
ested in it: Are you eyeing up that strawberry 
tart? 
Have your eye on sth has a similar 
meaning. 
® viadvin @ v+n/pron+ adv 


Pen eeR ee eee eM PMO oa 


face ifer’ 


face sb ‘down (especialiy AmE) to oppose or 
defeat sb by dealing with them directly and confi- 
dently: The President is determined to face down 
his critics. 
@ vtadv+n è vtnipron + adv 

face ‘off (AmE) 1 (sport) to start a game such as 
ice hockey: The teams face off at 2.30. 2 to get 
ready to argue, fight or compete with sb: Thecan- 
didates face off ina Democratic primary today. 
@ v + adv 
> ‘face-off n (Am) 1 a method of beginning a 
game such as ice hockey 2 an argument or a fight 


face ‘onto sth if a room or a building faces 
onto sth, the windows look in that direction: The 
front bedroom faces onto a main read. 
@ v + prep 

face ‘up to sth to accept and deal with a difficult 
or unpleasant situation: When is she going to face 
up to her responsibilities? o He must face up to 
the fact that he is no longer young. 
Ges fact, reality, problem, responsibilities 
square up (to sb/sth) 
Face up to sth can be used in the passive: 
This problem has got to be faced up to. 
®© v + adv + prep 


factor /fextar) 


factor sth ‘In; factor sth ‘Into sth (especially 
AME) to include a particular fact or situation 
when you are calculating sth, or thinking about 
or planning sth: When you estimated the cost of 
the repairs, you forgot to factor in the labour © 
factor sth out. factor sth out of sth 
@® vtadvtn « v+n/pron+adv + v+n/pron+ prep 
factor sth ‘out; factor sth ‘out of sth (espe 
cially AmE) to not include a particular fact or 
situation when you are calculating sth, or think- 
ing about or planning sth: When inflation is 
factored out, the trade deficit fell 12.8%. 
factor sth In, factor sth into sth 
@ v+nipron+adv « v+advtn + 
v +n/pron + adv + prep 


fade feid; 


fade a'way 1 to gradually become less strong, 
clear or frequent and disappear: His footsteps 
#radually faded away. o Her enthusiasm wili 
soon fade away, IET) die away IIB Fade can 
also be used with this meaning, especially in 
more formal English. 2 (of a person) to become 
weaker and die: She’s fading away rapidly. 
© v+adv 


PR CUM OCC E SORT A A RM A ea a 


fade ‘in, fade sth ‘in if a sound ora picture ina 
film/movie, ete. fades in, or sb fades it in. it 
gradually becomes louder or clearer 
}GFP) fade out, fade sth out 
@ vtadv + v+nipron+adv + vtadvtn 
> 'fade-in z [U] [C] an act of gradually making a 
picture appear at the beginning of a scene in a 
film/movie 

fade ‘out; fade ‘out of sth to become quieter, 
weaker, etc. and gradually disappear: The protest 
eventually faded out. o She looked a strong candi- 
date, but then faded out of the picture. 
@ v+ adv « v+adv + prep 

fade ‘out; fade sth ‘out if a sound or a picture 
in a film/movie, etc. fades out or sb fades it out, 
it gradually becomes quieter or less clear: Near 
the end of the song he faded out the music. 
fade in, fade sth in 
© vt+adv + v+n/pron+ adv + vtadvtn 
> ‘fade-out 1. [U] [C] an act of gradually making a 
picture disappear at the end of a scene in a 
film/movie 


faff fær 


taff a'bouta'round (ErE, spoken, informal) to 
waste time doing unimportant things and not get 
very much done: Stop faffing about. 
@ v+ adv 


fake /ferk/ 


fake sb ‘out (AmE, informal to deceive or trick 
sb; to make sb think you are going to do one thing 
and then do another: He thought I was going to 
turn left, but Lfaked him out. 
$ v+ni/pron+adv « vtadvtn 


fall /fo:1/ (fell /fei/failen /'fo:Jan/) 


~ about ~ in with 
94 ~apart ~ into 

~ away 95 ~off 

~ back ~on 

~ back on ~ out 

~ behind ~ over 

~ behind withfin ~ through 

~ down ~to 

~ down on ~ under 

~ for ~ upon 

~in 


fall a'bout (BrE, informal) to laugh a lot: We all 
fell about at her idea. o He's rude to the audience 
and yet they fall about laughing. 
@ v+adv 


fall apart 94 


fall a'part 1 to be old or in bad condition and 
break or break into pieces: Jf you buy cheap 
shoes, they H fall apart after a few months. o My 
dictionary ts falling apart now, I’ve used it so 
much, come apart 2 to have so many prob- 
lems that it is no longer possible to exist or oper- 
ate: The whole country’s failing apart. o After my 
marriage fell apart I moved away. 3 Uinformal to 
have so many problems or worries that you can 
no longer think or behave normally: J fell apart 
when she left. 
© vtadv 
IED be falling apart at the ‘seams tc havea lot of 
problems and he starting to fail 


fall a'way 1 (from sth) to break off or separate 
from a surface: The plaster was falling away in 
big chunks, 2 (ot land, a road, etc.) to slope down: 
The ground falls away abruptly to the right, 3 to 
pradually disappear: Gradually all his cares and 
worries fell away. o When things gol difficult, his 
supporters all fell away. & (especially BrF) to get 
less or smaller: The number of applicants has 
fallen away sharply. + see also FALL OFF 
@ viadv 

fall ‘back 1 to fail to stay with people at the front 
in a race: Betts had been leading, but feli hack 
with IO laps to go. drop back + see also FALL 
BEHIND, FALL BEHIND 88/STH 2 to move or turn 
back away from sth or sb: When the troops moved 
forward, the crowd fell back. retreat (more 
formal) 3 (BrE, finance) to decrease in value or 
amount: Prices rose by more than 10% before fall- 
ing back slightly. 
@ v+adv 

fall ‘back on sbisth (a/so fall ‘back upon 
sb/sth more formad to use sb/sth when the situ- 
ation is difficult or other people/things have 
failed: Jt’s very hard if you have no family to fail 
back on. © He could always fall back on his old 
Jokes. 
© v + adv + prep 
+ ‘fallback n a plan or course of action that you 
can use if sth else fails: a fallback position 

fall be‘hind, fall be'hind sb/sth to fail to stay 
with other people or things, especially in a race 
or competition: yell further and further behind. 
© The industry ts falling behind the rest of Eur- 
ope. © He fell behind the rest of the class. 
38Y8) drop behind, drop behind sb/sth 
> see also FALL BACK 1 
@ viadv e v+prap 

fall behind with/in sth to not do sth or pay sth 
at the right time: She fell behind with the rent. 
He began falling behind in his schoolwork. 
payments, schoo! work 
®© v+adv+prep 


fall ‘down 4 to suddenly stop standing: I thought 
the whole house was falling down. o Her legs were 
so weak that she fell down on her Knees. 2 to drop 
to the ground: His trousers were falling doten. o 
A lump of the ceiling fell down. 3 (only used in the 
progressive tenses) (ot a building) to be in 
extremely bad condition: It’s a beautiful house 
but it’s falling down. 4 (of an idea, an argument, 
a method, etc.) to be shown to be not true or not 
good enough: That's where the theory falis down. 
@ vtadv 
>» ‘downfall 7: the loss of sh’s power. position. 
money, etc.; the thing that causes this 

fall ‘down on sth (BrE, informal to fail to do 
sth correctly or successfully: The suggestion was 
that he was falling down on the job. 
job 
@ v + adv + prep 

‘fall for sb/sth (informal) to be attracted to 
sb/sth; to fall in love with sb/sth: He fell for a 
young student. o We fell for the farmhouse as soon 
as we saw If. 
© v+prep 

fall for sth (informal) to be tricked into believing 
sth is true when it is not: You didn't fall for that 
old trick, did you? l 
© v+ prep 

fall ‘in 1 if a roof or a ceiling falls in, it drops to 
the ground: The roof of the cave fell in. 2 (of sol- 
diers) to move into a line fall out 
® vt adv 

fall ‘in with sb (informa) to join sb; to become 
involved with sb: She fell in with a bad crowd. 
®© v+adv + prep 

fall ‘in with sth (8rF) to agree to or support a 
plan or an idea, especially when you do not really 
want to: He always expects me to fail in with his 
plans. 
plans JN go along with sb/sth 
@ v+adv+ prep 


fall ‘into sth 1 to begin to be ina particular state: 
He fell into a deep sleep. o The tramway fell into 
disuse in the 1920s. o We mustn't fall into this 
error (= make this mistake). o He's fallen into 
arrears with the rent (= he is late in paving it). 
disuse, disrepair 2 to begin to do sth or 
become involved in sth: J fell into the hahit of 
having a nap after dinner. o She fell into conver- 
sation with her neighbour the habit of..., 
conversation 3 to be able to be divided into sth: 
Computer viruses fall into three broad categories. 
two groups, three categories, etc. 4 to 
belong to a particular group or class: Only 25% of 
people fall into this group. category, group, 
class, etc. 
© v+prep 


95 
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fall ‘off to decrease in quantity or quality: Aitend- 
ance has fallen off recently. o The standard of 
cooking fell off when the old chef left. 
Lv) drop off 
> see alsO FALL AWAY 4 
®© v+adv 
» ‘fail-off (BrE aiso 'falling-off less frequent) 
(infof sth) 7 [sing.] a decrease in the quality of 
sth: a fall-off in attendancelinterestisales 
fall ‘off. fall ‘off sth if something falls off or 
falls off sth, it becomes separated from the thing 
it is joined to: The door handle has fallen off © 
Put the picture up property - - we don't want it to 
falloff the wall. 
@ vtadv + v+prep 
'fall on sb/sth (also ‘fall upon sb/sth more for- 
mal) (especially BrE) 1 to be the responsibility or 
duty of a particular person or organization: 
Most of the cost fell on us. o When he died, the 
responsibility of the business fell on his son. 2 it 
your eyes fall on sb/sth, you suddenly see or 
notice them/it: My eve fell on a letter she had left 
on the table. 3 to attack sb/sth with energy or 
enthusiasm: The children fel an the food with 
cries of delight. o (figurative) He fell on the draw- 
ings and examined them closely. food 
© v + prep 
fall ‘out 1 (of hair, teeth etc.) to become loose and 
drop out: The chemotherapy made her hair fall 
out. 2 (with sb) (ever/about sth) (especially BrE) 
to have an argument with sb and stop being 
friendly with them: Ifs not worth falling out 
about this. o Why have you fallen out with him? © 
They fell out over their father’s will, 3 (of sol- 
diers) to move out of lines T5Pe> fall in 
@ v+ adv 
» falling-‘out 7 [sing.] (especially BrE)a quarrel: 
We've had a bit of a falling-out. 
> ‘fallout 7 [U] 1 dangerous (radioactive) dust 
that is in the air after a nuclear explosion or acci- 
dent 2 the bad results of a situation: the current 
crisis and tts political fallout 
fall ‘over to be unable to stay standing and fall to 
the ground: (especially BrE) He lost his balance 
and fell over: o His bike fell over. 
@ vtadv 
fall ‘over sb/sth to hit sb/sth with your foot 
when you are walking or running and fall or 
almost fall: Mind you don’t fall over the boxes. 
SY) trip over sb/sth 
® v+ prep 
fall ‘over yourself to do sth (informal) to be 
very cager to do sth: Recording companies were 
falling over themselves to sign the band. 
fali ‘through to fail to be completed; to not hap- 
pen: Our travel plans have fallen through. o The 
deal fell through. 
Eve) deal 
@ vtadv 


farm 


‘fall to sb (to do sth) to become the duty or 
responsibility of a particular person: The task of 
telling them the news fell to me. ¢ It falls to the 
police to ensure that demonstrations are well 
organized. 
© v+prep 

‘fall to sth; ‘fall to doing sth (Jiterary) to start 
doing sth: Little Red Riding Hood and the wolf 
fell to talking. o They fell to it with gusto, 
®© v+prep 

‘fall under sth 1 to belong to or be included in a 
particular group of things: What heading do 
these items fall under? 684] heading 2 to begin to 
be controlled or influenced by sh/sth: J realized I 
was falling under her spell. o The education 
system fell under the control of the church. BEI] 
spell 
@ v+ prep 

‘fall upon sb/sth -FALL ON sB/sTH 


familiarize aiso familiarise) /fa'miliararz; 


fa'miliarize sbyourself with sth to teach sb 
about sth or to learn about sth until you know if 
well: J familiarized myself with everyone's name 
before the meeting. 
@ v+n/pron+ prep 


fan. ‘fen; (-nn-) 


fan ‘out to spread out over an area from a central 
point: Searchers fanned out over the area where 
the missing child was last seen. o Five main roads 
Jan out from the village. 
@ vtadv 

fan sth ‘out if a bird fans out its feathers, it 
spreads them out: The peacock fanned out its tail. 
© viadv+n + vtn/prontadv 


fan Cy /'fænsi/ (fancies. fancying, fancied, 
fancied) 


fancy sth ‘up (AmE, informal) to make sth look 
more attractive by adding decoration to it: Fanc- 
ied up the dress with some pearts. o You don’t need 
to fancy up your web pages. 
© v+adv+n + v+npron+adv 


farm ifam; AmE tarm/ 


farm sb ‘out (te sb) (informal, disapproving) to 
arrange for sb you are responsible for, especially 
a child, to be cared for by other people: When he 
was little, he was often farmed out to family 
Sriends. 
@ vtnipron+adv + vtadvt+n 

farm sth ‘out (to sb) (informal to send or give 
work to other people to do: We farm a lot of the 
work out to other companies. 
@ vtnipront+adv « vt+advtn 


fart 96 


fart ‘fat; Amz fart; 


fart a'round (BrE also fart a'bout) (A, slang) to 
waste time, especially by hehaving ina silly way: 
Stop farting around and behave yourself! 
ME A more polite. informal way to express this 
is mess around or in British English, mess 
about. 
© vtadv 


fasten {fusn; AmE ‘fesn/ 


‘fasten on sb/sth; 'fasten sth on sbysth if 
your eyes fasten on sb/sth, or you fasten your 
eyes on sb/sth, you look at them for a long time: 
All eyes in the room fastened on me. o She fas- 
tened her gaze on him. 
© v+prep + v+n/pron+ prep 

‘fasten on/onto sth (aiso ‘fasten upon sth more 
formal 1 to hold sth firmly: The cheetah’s jaw 
fastened on the gazelle’s throat. 2 to choose sth 
and give it all your attention or interest: When 
she fastens on an idea, there's no stopping her. GEE 
idea, word, fact 
© v+prep 

‘fasten sth on/onto sb/sth to direct feelings 
such as blame, hope, etc. towards sb: The hlame 
hasn’t been fastened on anybody vet. 

EJ blame, hopes 
@ v+nipron + prep 

fasten ‘up; fasten sth ‘up (8r£) to close, or to 
make sth close, with buttons, straps, ete: The 
dress fastens up at the front. o Fasten your jacket 
up.-- it’s getting cold. 
jacket, coat 337%) do up, do sth up (espe- 
cially BrE} 
ii Fasten and fasten sth can also be used 
with the same meaning. 
@ vt+adv « v+n/prontady « vt+advin 

‘fasten upon sth = FASTEN ON/ONTO STH 


fathom /tztem/ 


fathom sb/sth ‘out (BrE) to understand how sb 
thinks and acts: to find an explanation for sth: 7 
can't fathom her out — she saps one thing then 
does another o Have you fathomed out how to 
work the video yet? 
work sb out; work sth out 
Fathom sb/sth out is not used in the 
passive. 
® v+nipron+ adv 


fatten ‘fztn/ 


fatten ‘up; fatten sb/sth ‘up to become fatter; 
to give an animal or a person a lot of food so that 
they become fatter: The sheep fattened up quickly. 
© We're fattening the livestock up for slaughter 
© v+adv + v+nipront+adv « vtadvtn 


fax feks; 


fax ‘in; fax sth ‘In to send a fax (= a message 
sent using a machine that sends and receives 
messages or documents along telephone wires 
and then prints them) to an organization, a com- 
pany, a television or radio programme, etc: View- 
ers are invited to fax in with their comments. © 
Orders can be either phoned or faxed in to us. 
@ vtadv e vtniprontady + vtadven 


fax sth ‘on (to sb/sth) to send a fax (= a message 
sent using a machine that sends and receives 
messages or documents along telephone wires 
and then prints them) that you have received to 
sb else for them to see or deal with: Please email 
or fax this on to a friend. 

fax sth ‘out to send a fax (:: a message sent using 
a machine that sends and receives messages or 
documents along telephone wires and then 
prints them) to a large number of people at the 
same time: Draft proposals will be faxed out for 
comment at the end of May. 
@ v+nipron+ adv + v+adven 

fax sth ‘through to send sb a fax C: a message 
sent using a machine that sends and receives 
messages or documents along telephone wires 
and then prints them) with details of or informa- 
tion about sth 
$ v+nipron+ adv è v+advin 


fear far; AmE fr! 


‘fear for sb/sth (literary) to be anxious or wor- 
ried about sb/sth: J fear for her safety. © When he's 
away at sea, I really fear for him. 

CEJ life, safety, future 
© v+prep 


feed jfi:d; (fed, fea /fed/) 


feed ‘back (into/to sth) if sth feeds back to/into 
sth, it returns to the place, situation, idea, ete. 
that it started from and has an effect, usually a 
good one, on its development: Rising import 
prices tend to feed back into domestic prices. > 
What the audience says feeds back into the devel- 
opment of the programme. 
@ v + adv 

feed sth ‘back (to sb) to give information, 
advice or opinions about a product. sb’s work, 
etc.. especially so that it can be improved: We will 
feed this information back to the company. o The 
results of the tests will be fed back to the schvols. 
BBJ information 
© vt nipron+ adv « v+adven 
b ‘feedback 7z [U] 1 information, advice or opin- 
ions about how good a product, sb's work, etc. is: 
We got a lot of positive feedhack about the pro- 
gramme. 2 an unpleasant noise produced by 
some electrical equipment when some of the 
power returns to the system 


FUE e eee ee 


feed sth ‘in, feed A ‘into B: ‘feed B with A 
to put sth into a machine: You H need to feed the 
paper in by hand, © to feed information into a 
computer © He fed coins into the meter. © He fed 
the meter with coins. 
$ v+nipron+ adv + v+advin + v+n/pron+ prep 

‘feed on/off sth 4 (of an animal, etc.) to use sth 
as food; to eat sth; to be nourished or strength- 
ened by sth: This bat feeds on fruit. 2 (often disap- 
proving) to become stronger because of sth else: 
The media feed off each other's stories. 
© v+ prep 

feed ‘through (to sb/sth/into sth) to reach sb/sth 
after going through a process or a system: Rises 
in prices feed through to higher wage Claims. © It 
will take time for the higher rates to feed through 
to invesetors. 

@ v+ adv 

feed sb/sth ‘up (8rF) to give extra food to a per- 
son or an animal to make them stronger and 
more healthy: You look as if you need feeding up a 
bit. 
© v+nipron+adv e vtadvtn 

‘feed B with A = FEED STH IN, FEED A INTO B, 
FEED B WITH A 


feel /fi:1 (tett, felt ‘felt/) 


‘feel for sb to have sympathy for sb: I really feit 
for her, bringing up her children alone. o I do feel 
for you, honestly. 
© v+ prep 

feel sb ‘up (informad to touch sb ina sexual way 
when they do not want you to 
@ v+nipron+ adv 

feel 'up to sth; feei 'up to doing sth to feel 
capable of doing sth. physically or mentally: if 
you feel up to it, we could walk into town. oI 
don't really feel up to seeing anyone. 

@ v+adv+ prep 


fence fens; 


fence sb ‘in to restrict sb's freedom: We've been 
fenced in by rules and regulations for too lony. 
hem shisth in 
Fence sb in is often used in the passive. 
@® vtrvpron+adv « v+adv+n 

fence sth ‘in to surround sth with a fence: The 
grounds are fenced in by barbed wire. 
Fence sth in is often used in the passive. 
$ vt+n/pront+adv « v+adv+n 

fence sth ‘off to separate one area from another 
with a fence, often to stop people or animals from 
entering: We've fenced aff the vegetahle patch to 
stop the rabbits from getting in. 
@ vt+advt+n + v+n/pron + adv 


fight back 


fend fend; 
fend for your'self to take care of yourself with- 


out needing any help from other people: We were 
brought up to fend for ourselves when we were still 
quite young. 

© v+ prep + pron 


fend sb/sth ‘off to defend or protect yourself 


from sb/sth; The minister had to fend aff sume 

awkward questions. o She managed to fend her 

atiackers off for some time. o She held up her arm 

to fend him off 

EEJ) attack, question, criticism 

@ vtadvt+n « v+prontady + v+n+adv (less 
frequent) 


ferret fert; 
ferret ‘out sth; ferret it/them ‘out (informa) 


to discover sth by searching thoroughly or ask- 
ing a lot of questions: She's determined to Jerrel 
out the truth. 

i053] information, the truth 

A noun must always follow out, but a pro- 
noun comes between the verb and out. 

@® v+advin « v+pron+ady 


fess fes; 
fess ‘up (to sth)(to sb) (about sth) (informal, 


especially AmE) to admit that you have done sth 
wrong: Come on, fess up. I know there's something 
you're not telling me. o How many stolen cars did 
they fess up to? 

Hyo own up (to sthito doing sth); confess (to 
sth/to doing sth) (more formal 

@ vtadv 


fetch fes 
fetch ‘up (informal, especially BrE) to arrive 


somewhere by chance: The boat finally fetched up 
on a sandy beach. o He travelled around Europe 
for a while and finally fetched up in Naples. 

and up 


@ v + adv 


fiddle nai; 
fiddle a'bout/a'round (Br, informal) to spend 


your time doing nothing or doing sth that is not 
important: He's fiddling around in the garage. 
mess around 

@ v+ adv 


fight fat; (fought, fought /fo:t/) 
fight ‘back (against sb/sth) to defend yourself 


with actions or words when sb attacks you or 
causes you problems: The leam fought back to 
win the game. o Don’t let them bully you. Fight 
hack! 

@ vt adv 


fight back 38 


fight 'back sth; fight ittthem ‘back to try 
hard not to show your feelings or not to do sth: 
She tried to fight back the tears. 
tears, urge 
A noun must always follow back, but a pro- 
noun comes between the verb and back. 
@ vtadv+n +» v+pron+ adv 

fight 'down sth; fight ittthem 'down to try 
hard not to show an emotion that you are start- 
ing to feel: He fought down arush of panic. o She 
fought down the anger that was rising in her 
desire, impulse, panic 
A noun must always follow down, but a 
pronoun comes between the verb and down. 
@ vtadv+n e v+pron+ adv 

fight sb/sth ‘off to resist sb/sth or make them/it 
go away, by fighting against them/it: She man- 
aged to fight her attackers off o The company 
fought off tough competition. 
TEJ attack, illness 
© v+n/pron +adv + vtadvtn 

fight ‘out sth; fight it ‘out to fight or argue 
about sth until it is settled: We mustn’t interfere. 
Let them fight it out between themselves. o The 
teams fought out a 0-0 draw. 
battle, struggle, draw 
A noun must always follow out, but a 
pronoun comes between the verb and out. 
© vtadv+n « v+pron+ adv 


figure /figa(r); AmE 'figijar; 


‘figure on sth; ‘figure on sb/sth doing sth 
(informal, especialy AmE to include sth in your 
plans; to plan sth: We hadn't figured on a long 
delay at the airport. oI figure on being in New 
York in January. 

@ v+prep 

figure sb/sth ‘out to come to understand sb/sth 
by thinking carefully: F never could figure him 
out. o Can vou figure out what's going on? 

SEV) work sb out: work sth out 

Figure sb/sth out is often followed by a 
question word such as how, what, why, ete: I can’t 
figure out why he quit his job. 

© vtnipron+adv « v+advin 

figure sth ‘out to calculate the total amount of 
sth: Have you figured vut how much it will cust? 
work sth out 
Figure sth out is often followed by a ques- 
tion word such as what, how much, ete. 
®© v+advin è v+nipron + adv 


file ‘tan; 


file sth away to put papers, documents, ete. 
away ina place where you can find them easily: 
Everything is filed away in drawers. 
@ v+nipront+adv + v+adv+n 


fill fn; 


fill ‘im (for sb) to take sb's place for a short time 


and do the work they normally do: Who’s filling 
infor you while you're away? 
@ vtady 


fill sb ‘in (on sth) to give sb all the details about 


sth that has happened: Can you fill me in on 
what's been happening while I was away? 
@ v+nipron+ adv + v+adven 


fill sth ‘in 4 (also fill sth ‘out especially AME) to 


complete a form, etc. by writing information on 
it: You could fill in an application form now. o 
Fill in the blank spaces with one of these words. © 
ue left gaps on the sheet for you to fiil in the 
details. form, detalls 2 to fill sth, such as a 
hole, a crack, ete. completely with a substance: 
We'll have to fill the holes in with cement. GBI 
hole, crack 3 (especially Bre) to spend time 
while you are waiting for sbisth: How shall we 
fill in the ime until he arrives? 

@ vtadvt+n « vtn/pron+ adv (less frequent) 


All ‘out to become larger. rounder or fatter: The 


baby's filled out a lot recently. 
@ vt adv 


fill sth ‘out 1 to make sth larger or more tom- 


plete: We'll need to fill the story out to make a full 
page article. 2 (especially AME) = FULL STH IN I 
@ vtnipron+ adv + v+adven 


fill ‘up: fill sth ‘up 1 (with sb/sth) if a container 


or a place fills ap or sb fills it up, it becomes 
completely full: The restaurant was beginning to 
All up. o She filled her glass up again. o People 
began filling up the empty seats. 2 (with sth) to fill 
your vehicle with petrol/gas, ete: J need to fill up 
with petrol before we go. o FUl the tank up with 
diesel. 

@ vtadv + v+nipron+adv + vtadvtn 

> fill-up m (AmE) the action of filling sth, par- 
ticularly of Alling a car with petrol/gas 


fill sb/yourself 'up to give sb a lot of food so that 


they feel full; to eat as much as you can: The 
meals at school never fill me up. o Hat lots of 
pasta to full yourself up. 

@ v+nipron+ adv 


filter fitan; 
filter sth ‘out to remove sth from a substance by 


passing it through a special substance or device: 
Use a sun cream to filter out ultraviolet rays. 
@ vtadv+n + v+n/pron+ adv 


find /faind/ (found, found /faond/) 
‘find against sb (/aw) to decide in a court of law 


that sb is guilty: The court found against the 
defendant. 
© v+prep 


Pema eam ee ee ede 


‘find for sb Uaw) to decide in a court of law that 


sb is innocent: The jury found for the defendant. 
© v + prep 


find ‘out (about sth/sb, that..., how..., etc.), find 


sth ‘out (about sth/sb) to learn a fact, a piece of 
information, or the truth about sth/sb: She won't 
be happy when she finds out about this. o ‘What 
did she say?’ ‘You'll find out soon enough.’ o 
When did you find out (that) she was Ul? o I never 
found out exactly what happened. © How did you 
find that out? 

Find out is often used with question words 
such as how, what, when, etc: Jt took me a while to 
find out what he was really like. o Did you ever 
find out who did it? + If you find sth out, you do 
so either by chance or by asking or studying. You 
can discover a piece of information that other 
people knew but you didn’t. You can also dis- 
cover sth before anyone else does. 

@ v+adv + v+advin » v+pront+adv « v+ntadv 

(rare) 


find sb ‘out (informed) to discover that sb has 


been dishonest or has done sth wrong: Jf you're 
ever found out, you'll go to prison. 

Find sb out is often used in the passive. 

®© v+n/pron + adv 


finish ‘mui; 
finish ‘off (with sth), finish sth ‘off (with sth) 


(informal to have sth as the last part of sth; to 
make sth end by doing one last thing: Afer a deli- 
cious meal we finished off with cuffeeand mints. © 
The concert finished off with the band's latest hit. 
© The band finished off the show with their latest 
hit. oT have to go now, can I leave you to finish 
off? > Her outfit was finished off with navy shoes. 
Finish and finish sth are also used with 
almost the same meaning. 

@ vtadv + v+n/pron+adv è vt+advin 


finish sb ‘off (informal) to make sb so unhappy, 


tired, etc. that they cannot continue what they 
are doing: Running in that heat nearly finished 
him off 

Finish sb can also be used with almost the 
same meaning. 

@ v+nipron+adv ¢ v+adv+n (rare) 


finish sb/sth ‘off (informal) 1 to destroy or kill 


sh/sth, especially sb/sth that is already injured: 
He thought the soldiers would come back and fin- 
ish him off © We ought to finish the poor animal 
off o (figurative) The business had been finished 
off by financial difficulties. 2 (in sport) to defeat a 
person or team that you are competing against: 
Agassi finished him off in three sets. 

@ vt nipron+ adv e v+adven 


finish sth ‘off 4 to complete sth: I'm going to try 


and finish off my work tonight. 2 to use the last 
part of sth, especially food or drink: He’s finished 
off all the ice cream! 


fire off 


BEG Finish sth is used with almost the same 
meaning. 
© vtnipron+ adv « vt+adv+n 


finish ‘up 1 [+ adj/prep} (aiso finish ‘up doing 


sth) (especially BrE) to reach or come to a par- 
ticular place, state or situation after a long series 
of events, often without planning it: He lost con- 
trol of the car and finished up in the river. o She 
started out washing dishes and finished up as a 
chef o They all went home and [finished up doing 
most of the clearing up. end up, end up 
doling sth, wind up, wind up doing sth (i7/or- 
mat} In this meaning, finish up is always 
used with either an adjective, a phrase begin- 
ning with a preposition. or doing sth. Note that 
finish up does nol mean the same as finish: 
Classes finish at 4 pun. 2 (Ame) to complete what 
you are doing; to do the last part of sth: PH finish 
up here and join you later. 

@& 1 v+adv e vtadv+-ing 

2v+adv 


finish sth ‘up (especially AmE) to do the last part 


of sth: to use what is left of sth: He stayed home to 

finish up his assignment. 

Finish sth up is not used in the passive. 

@vtadvin« vt+pront+adv + vt+n+ adv (less 
Frequent) 


‘finish with sb (informal) 1 (BrE) to end a rela- 


tionship with sb: I’ve finished with Antonia, TH) 
break up (with sb) 2 to stop punishing sb: He'll 
never do that again once I've finished with him! 
© v+prep 


‘finish with sth 1 to no longer need to use sth: 


Can you wash your cup when you've finished with 
it? o Can I keep the book a little longer? I haven't 
finished with it yet. Finish with sth is usu- 
ally used in the perfect tenses in this meaning. 2 
(BrF, informal to stop doing sth because you no 
longer want to do it or onjoy it: He said he was fin- 
ished with football. Finish with sth is usi- 
ally used in the perfect tenses or in the form be 
finished with sth in this meaning. 

@ v+ prep 


fire iaat) 
fire a'way (spoken, informal) used to tell sb te 


begin asking questions or to begin to speak: ‘Can 
i ask you some questions?’ Fireaway!’ 
@ vt adv 


fire sth ‘off 4 to shoot a bullet from a gun: He 


fired off a volley of shots. GED gun, shot 2 to ask 
a lot of questions, etc. quickly, one after the 
other: He fired off a series of questions. 
questions 3 to write a letter, report, etc. quickly, 
often because you are angry: She would fire off a 
letter of protest in the morning. letter 4 if 
you fire off an email, you send it: Fm going to fire 
aff an email to a newsgroup. emali 

@ vtadv+n e v+pron+adv è v+n+adv (rare) 


fire up 100 


fire sb/sth ‘up to make sb/sth become excited or 
enthusiastic about sth: The manager fired the 
team up at half-time. 
© v+n/pron+adv « vtadvtn 

fire sth ‘up 1 (Amk) to light a fire; to make sth 
hot: J’ get the burgers — you fire up the grill. 2 
(especially AmE to make an engine start operat- 
ing: She fired up the engine. 683 engine 
@ vtadvin +» v +nipron + adv 


firm ffa:m; AmE fa:rm/ 


firm sth ‘up (also firm ‘up less frequent) 4 if sb 
firms up an arrangement, an agreement, etc. it 
becomes more definite or less likely to change: 
Ill phone on the 25th to firm up the details of the 
meeting. o Prices will firm up later this year 
plans, agreement 2 to make sth, especially part 
of the body, harder or more solid: These exercises 
will firm up those difficult areas of your body. 
@ viadvtn e v+pront+ adv + v+n+ady (rare) « 

v+adv 


fish jay: 


‘fish for sth (often used in the progressive tenses) 
to try to make sb tell you sth, say sth nice to you, 
etc. by asking them a question: Are you fishing 
Jor compliments? 
© v+prep 

fish sb/sth ‘out: fish sb/sth ‘out of sth to 


area 


try to fit you in somewhere in the organization. 
get sb in, get sb Into sth; get sth in, get 
sth into sth 2 to manage to find time to see sb or 
to do sth: The nurse will fit you in between other 
appointments. o How do you manage to fit so 
much into pour day? 

@ v+nipron+ adv + v+adv+n « v+n/pron+ prep 


fit ‘in with sth 1 if an activity or event fits in 


with sth else, they exist or happen together in an 
easy or convenient way: My job fits in with look- 
ing after my family 2 to adapt ta what sb else is 
planning or to sb else's way of doing things: 
They've got to learn to fit in with our methods. © 
litfitin with what you want to do. 3 to agree with 
ideas or information that you already have about 
sb/sth: That fits in with everything I've heard 
about her: 

@ v+ adv + prep 


fit sbisth ‘out (also fit sb/sth ‘up) (with sth) to 


supply sb/sth with the clothes, food, equipment, 
ete. they need: The ship had to be fitied out before 
the voyage. © the high cost of fitting out offices © 
We fitted him out with a set of ary clothes. 

Fit sb/sth out is often used in the passive. 
@ v+adv+n e v+nipron+ adv 


fit sb ‘up (for sth) (BrE, informal) to make sh 


appear to be guilty of a crime that they have not 
committed: They're trying to fit me up for the 
theft. 

EY frame sb (more formal) 

®© v+nipron+ adv + v+adven 


101 l 


-> see aiso FIX YOURSELF UP; FIX STH UP 1; FIX UP 
TO DO STH, FIX UP FOR $B TO DO STH 
@ v+nipron+adv + v+adv +n (less frequent) 


fix sth ‘up 4 to arrange or organize sth; to 


arrange for sb to have sth: Have yuu fixed your 
holiday up yet? o Shall we fix up a meeting for 
next week? meeting arrange sth > see 
also KIX UP TO DO STH, FIX UP FOR $B TO DO STH Ž 
(especially AmE) to repair, decorate, etc. a room of 
ahouse: They spent £30 000 fixing up their house. © 
We fixed up the attic as a study. house, room 
do sth up (BrE) 3 (especially BrE) to build 
or make something quickly; to make sth ready: 
We fixed up a shelter for the night. 

© vtadvtn è v+pron+adv è v+n + adv (less 

frequent) 


fix yourself ‘up (AmE, informal) to make your- 


self neat and attractive: Can you walt? FH just go 
and fix myself Up. 

+ see diso FIX SE UP, FIX YOURSELF UP 

@ v+pront+ adv 


fix 'up to do sth; fix 'up for sb to do sth 


(Brk, informal) to make arrangements to do sth 
or for sb to do sth: He's fixed up sor her to see the 
doctor on Thursday. o lve fixed up with the 
school to startin September 

B® arrange to do sth; arrange for sb to do 


sth 
-> Se? also FIX STU UP L FIX SB UP, FIX YOURSELF 
UP 


@ vitadv+toinf + v+adv + prep + n/pron + to inf 


flatten 


flare fexr) AmE fleri 
flare ‘up 4 (of flames, a fire, etc.) to suddenly 


burn more strongly: The fire flared up as I added 
more wood. 2 if fighting, tension, anger, ete. 
flares up, it starts very suddenly and violently: 
Violence flared up in several cities. © The dispute 
could flare up into a major crisis, 3 if a person 
flares up, they show sudden anger towards sb: 
He flared up in a fury and shouted at her 4 if an 
iiness or injury flares up, it suddenly starts 
again or becomes worse: Her asthma has flared 
up again. 

@ vt adv 

> ‘flare-up n [usually sing.] 1 a sudden expres- 
sion of anger, violent fecling, etc: the latest flare- 
up between the two countries 2 an occasion when 
an illness or injury starts again or quickly 
becomes worse 


flash inzJ; 
flash sth a'round (also flash sth a'bout espe- 


cially BrE) (disapproving) to show sth valuable, 
especially money or jewellery to people, or let 
them see it, to impress them: Stop flashing your 
money around, 

$ v + n/pron+ adv 


flash ‘back (to sth) if your mind or your 


thoughts flash back to sth that happened in the 
past, you suddenly remember it: My mind 
flashed back to my first day at college. 

@ vt adv 


take or pull sb/sth out of somewhere: He fished ; ; ele nif : : : , ; 
i 2 FE STH OUT (W F i rou fix sb with a 3 ' 
one chande Ole BI His PORES Several dave fit sb/sth ‘up (with sth) - FIT SB/STU OUT (WITH fix sb with sth (format if yo + flashback 7 1 [C] [U] a scene ina film/movie, 


rhi iver ane) look, ete., you look at them directly for along hoak, etc. which shows sth that happened earlier 

AA ea = ae 2 he ee fi time: She fixed him uth o cold stare. 2 a sudden, very clear, strong memory of sth that 
4 d | i ii ET + s © : ‘ ‘ s ; 

v+nipron + adv + prep FX /fiks, © vtn/pron + prep happened to you in the past that is so real you feel 


that you are living through the experience 
fizzie ica again: She still has nightmares and vivid flash- 
fizzie ‘out (formal) to fail or to end in a weak or backs of the accident. 
disappointing way, often after having started flash ‘by/past: flash 'by/past sb/sth to go 
strongly: The romance fizzled out after a month. or pass very quickly; to go very quickly past 
© The coup attempt soon fizzled out. sbisth: The days just flashed by. o She watched 
®© v+adv the scenery flash past the train window. 
@ vt+adv + v+prep 


, ‘fix on sth to decide to choose sth: We havert't 
fit (fit, (fitting, fitted, fitted, AmE usually fitting, fixed on a date for the meeting yet. 


fit, fit except in the passive) Jiri decide on/upon sth; settle on/upon sth 
fit ‘in (with sth) if sth fits in, it looks pleasant or oe EP l 
suitable with other things or in a particular ‘fix sth on sb/sth if you fix your eyes or your 
place: The building doesn't fit in with the sur- Wind on sbisth, you look at or think about 
rounding area. o It's an old house, butourfurni- —_ them/it with greatattention: She fixed her eyes on 
ture fits in well. his face. © His attention was fixed on a large dark 
@ vt adv a _ 
fit ‘in; fit ‘into sth 1 to be the right size or shape (33 eyes, gaze, attention 


flag /fleeg/ (-@g-) 
: n iem 
flag sb/sth ‘down to signal to the driver of a flatten (fet 
moving vehicle to stop, usually by waving your „flatten sth/yourself a‘gainst/on sb/sth to 


to go ina particular place: Will all your furniture Gaia Fix sth on sb/sth is often used in the 


fitin? o The piano wouldn't fit into the room. 2 to 
live or work easily and naturally with a group of 
people: Tim never fitted in at college. o Jane fit- 
ted in well with the rest of the staff o She's Jilted 
into the team well. 3 to have a particular role or 
part in a plan, a situation, ete: Where does he fit 
in? o I like to know where lfitin and what I have 
todo, © Where do Lfit into all this? 

@ vtadv + v+prep 

fit sb/sth ‘in, fit sb/sth ‘into sth 1 to finda 
place for sb/sth, especially when there is not 
much space: We can’t fit a sofa in here. o We will 


passive, 
© v + nipion + prep 

fix sb ‘up; fix yourself ‘up (informa) 1 (with 
sth) to arrange for sb to have sth; to provide sb 
with sth: 7 can fix you up with somewhere to stay. 
o I hope she soon gets herself fixed up with a job. 
Eka In informal spoken language fix sb up sth 
is also used: Can vou fix me up an appointment 
for tomorrow? 2 (with sb) to arrange for sb to 
meet sb who might become a boyfriend or girl- 
friend: My brother says he wants me to fix him up 
with one of my friends. 


arm: He managed to flag down a passing motor- 
ist. o The police were flagging down all heavy 
goods vehicles. 

taxi/cab, motorist Yri) wave sb/sth down 
@ vtadvtn + v+nipron+adv 


flake fek: 
flake ‘out (informal) 1 to collapse or fall asleep 


because you are very tired: 7 was so exhausted 
that I flaked out on the sofa. 2 (Ams) to begin to 
behave in a strange way 

© v+adv 


press your body or part of your body on or 
against sb/sth: She flattened her nose and lips 
against the window. © I flattened myself against 
the wall to let them pass. 

@ v + n/pron + prep 


flatten ‘out 1 if a road, an area of land, ete. flat- 


tens out, it gradually becomes flat: After Oxford the 
countryside flattens out. 2 to stop growing or going 
up: Sales have flattened out in the last few years. 

@ vt adv 


flatten sth ‘out to make sth completely flat: She 


flattened out the crumpled letter on the desk. 
@ vtadvtn « v+nipron+ adv 
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flesh (tes; 


flesh sth ‘out (with sth) to add more details or 
information to an argument, an idea, a drawing, 
etc: You need to flesh out the bones of your idea a 
bit more. o They must be prepared to flesh out 
their strategy with some details, 
@ viadvin + v+nipron+adv 


flick jiski 


flick sth ‘off to switch sth off quickly: He flicked 
the light off 
BaN light 3%) switch sth off flick sth on 
@ vtnipron+ adv è v+adv+n 

flick sth 'on to switch sth on quickly: He flicked 
on the air-conditioning. 
light 32) switch sth on flick sth off 
@ v+nipron+ adv + v+adv+n 

flick ‘through sth to turn the pages of a book, 
ete. quickly ar look through a pile of papers, ete. 
without reading everything: He flicked througha 
magazine while he waited. 
pages, book, papers 137 flip through sth; 
leaf through sth; thumb through sth 
® v+prep 


fling {fin (flung /flay/, flung) 


‘fling yourself at sb (infor mai, disapproving) to 
try too hard to show sb that you are interested in 
them in 4 sexual way and make them interested 
in you 
ESYA} throw yourself at sb 
@& v+pron+ prep 

‘fling yourself into sth to start to do sth witha 
lot of energy, enthusiasm and effort: When they 
Split up she flung herself into her work to try to 

forget him. 
throw yourself into sth 
@® v+pron+ prep 

fling sth ‘off (informa) to take clothes off 
quickly and carelessly: Flinging aff her coat, she 
sank inte an armchair. 
throw sth off fling sth on 
$ v+nipron + ady è v+advtn 

fling sth ‘on (informal to put clothes on quickly 
and carelessly: Just fling a coat on over pour 
pyjamas. 
throw sth on fling sth off 
®© v+n/pron+ adv e v+advin 


flip /fup; cpp) 

‘flip for sb/sth (Am£, slang) to begin to like sb 
very much; to suddenly become very excited 
about sth attractive, pleasant, etc: She flipped for 
his red hair and freckles. 
® v+ prep 

flip for sth; ‘flip sb for sth (AmE) = ross FOR 
STH, TOSS SB FOR STH 


flip sb ‘off (AmE, slang) to raise your middle fin- 
ger to sb ina very rude gesture 
@ vtnipron+adv + v+adv+n 

flip ‘out (informal, especially AmE) to become 
very angry or excited, or lose control 
Flip is often used with this meaning, espe- 
cially in British English. 
@& v + adv 

flip ‘over, flip sth ‘over to turn over or to turn 
sth over. onto the other side or upside down: The 
dolphin flipped over onto its back. o A huge wave 
flipped the dinghy aver: 
@ viadv + v+n/prontady è v+advin 

‘flip through sth to turn over the pages of a 
book, ete. quickly or look through a pile of 
papers, etc. without reading everything: He 
lipped through the photos quickly. 
pages, magazines 25YX) flick through sth; 
leaf through sth 
© v+prep 


flirt fist; AmE fla:rt/ 


‘flirt with sth (written) t to think about or be 
interested in sth for a short time, but not very 
seriously: J flirted briefly with the idea of emi- 
rating. idea, thought 7) toy with sth 2 
to take risks or not worry about a dangerous 
situation: fo flirt with dangerldeathidisaster BEJ) 
danger, disaster 
@ v+prep 


float {flaut: AmE flout, 


float a'round, float a'round sth (BrE also 
float a'bout/round, float a‘boutround sth) 1 
(usually used in the progressive tenses) if an idea 
or a piece of news is floating around/about, it 
is being talked about by a lot of people: Theresa 
rumour floating about (the office) that she’s leav- 
ing. rumour, idea 337%) go around, go 
around sth 2 if you say that an object is floating 
around/about you mean that you have seen it 
somewhere but do not know exactly where it is: 
is there a pen flouting about here somewhere? 
@ vtadv + v+prep 


flood fsa; 


flood ‘back if a thought or a memory floods 
back, you remember sth suddenly and it affects 
you strongly: Suddenly ali my fears came flood- 
ing back. 
Flood back is often used with the verb 
come: His words came flooding back to me. 
® v+adv 

flood ‘in; flood ‘into sth 1 if water, etc. floods 
in or floods into a place, it moves to fill or cover 
it: He opened the door and water came flooding in. 
© Sunshine flooded into the reom. 2 to come to or 
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arrive at a place in large numbers or great quan- 
tities: Letters of support have been flooding in 
from.all over the country. 
SEV pour in, pour into sth 
@ vtady è v+prep 
flood sb ‘out to force sb to leave their home 
because of a flood: We were flooded out by a burst 
water main. 
Flood sb out is often used in the passive. 
@ vtnipron+adv + v+adv+n 
flood ‘over'through sb if a feeling floods 
over/through you, it affects you very strongly: A 
great sense of relief flooded through her. 
relief 
$ v+ prep 
‘flood sth with sth to send sth somewhere in 
large numbers or amounts, sometimes more 
than is necessary: The switchboard was flooded 
with calls after the programme. © (figurative) 
The room was flooded with evening light. 
Flood sb/sth with sth is often used in the 
passive: The office was flooded with complaints. 
$ v + n/pron + prep 


flounder /faundar) 


flounder a’round (BrE also flounder a'bout) to 
struggle to move or get somewhere because it is 
difficult, or because you do not know where you 
are going: People were floundering about in the 
water. shouting and screaming. ò (figurative) T 
floundered around trying to decide what I ought 
to do next. 
@ vtadv 


flow ‘fiav, AmE flou; 


‘flow from sth (forma!) to come or result from 
sth: What benefits might flow from having a sin- 
gle European currency? 
benofits/advantages, consequences 


© vtprep 

fluf€ fast; 

fluff sth ‘out/up to shake or brush feathers, fur, 
hair, etc. so that they look bigger or softer: The 
bird fluffed out its feathers. © Let me fluff up your 
pillows for vou. 


feathers 
@ vtadvt+n « v+nipron + adv 


flunk flank; 


flunk ‘out; flunk ‘out of sth (AmE, informal) 
to have to leave school or college because your 
marks/grades are not good enough: He flunked 
out (of college) lust year: 
© v+tady è v+advtprep 


ean BY 


flush nas; 


flush sth a'way to get rid of sth with a sudden 
quick flow of water: She flushed the unused tab- 
lets away. 
®© v+nipron + adv + v+adven 
flush sb/sth ‘out; flush sb/sth ‘out of sth to 
force a person or an animal to leave the place 
where they are hiding: The dogs flushed out the 
deer that were left in the wood. o The police 
flushed the gunmen out of the building. 
@ v+adv+n + v+n/pron+adv + 
Vv +nipron+ adv + prep 
flush sth ‘out; flush sth ‘out of sth to wash 
sth out; to get rid of sth with a rush of water: 
Drink lots of water to flush the poisons out of 
your body. 
@ v+nipront+ady è vtadvtn è 
v+nipron + adv + prep 


flutter fata 


flutter a'round, flutter a'round sth (also 
flutter a'bout, flutter a'bout sth especially BrE) 
4 if a bird or an insect flutters around, it flies 
somewhere moving its wings very quickly: But- 
terflies fluttered around (the garden). 2 if a per- 
son flutters around, they move quickly in a 
nervous or excited way: My mother fluttered 
about picking things up and putting things away. 
@ wt adv « v+prep 

flutter ‘down to move gently through the air to 
the ground: Wind shook the branches and several 
leaves fluttered down. 
@ vt adv 


fly ifla (flies, flying, flew ‘flu: /flown /flaon: 
AmE foun’) 


fly a'round; fly a'round sth (also fiy a'bout, 
fty a'bout sth especially BrE) (usually used in the 
progressive tenses) if a story or a piece of news is 
flying around, it is being talked about by a lot of 
people and passed from one person to another: 
Stories about his past are flying around among 
the students. o Rumours have been flying around 
the office. 
®© v + adv + v+prep 

‘fly at sb (of a person or an animal) to attack sb 
suddenly and violently: She flew at him, hitting 
and Kicking. 
® ¥+ prep 

fly 'by/‘past 1 when time flies by/past, it seems 
to pass very quickly: My three years at college 
flew by. o When you have lots of things tudo, time 
just flies past. time, days, hours, etc. 
Fly can also be used with this meaning, espe- 
cially with the subject time: There was so much to 
do the time just flew. 2 when miles, etc. Ay 
by/past, a journey by car, bus, train or bicycle 


CPP eee eee errr tt rete ee eee - 
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seems to pass very quickly: As the miles flew past 
and we got closer and closer to the sea, the kids got 
more and more excited. [U5] miles, countryside 
@ vtadv 
fiy ‘in/out; fly ‘into sth; fly ‘out of sth to 
arrivefleave a place by plane: She's flying out to 
join him in Nairobi next week. o Several heads of 
state flew into London last night for talks with the 
Prime Minister. 
= see also FLY SH/STH IN/OUT, FLY SB/STH 
INTO/OLT OF STH 
@® v+adv + v+prep + v+adv+prep 
fly sb/sth ‘in/out; fly sb/sth ‘into sth; fly 
sb/sth ‘out of sth to bring sb/sth by plane toa 
place or take them away: They flew us in by heli- 
copier © Food supplies are being flown out imme- 
diately, © The travel company is flying 200 people 
out of the area tomorrow. 
> seë also FLY IN/OUT, FLY INTO STH, FLY OUT OF STH 
© v+nipron+adv « v+adv+n + 
¥+népron+ prep + v+n/pron + adv + prep 
fly ‘into sth if sb flies into a temper, etċ., they 
suddenly become extremely angry: He flies into a 
rage when you mention her. 
bsi] rage, temper, panic 
© v+ prep 
fly ‘off: fiy ‘off sth to come off sth suddenly and 
with force: The jolt caused her glasses to fly off 
@ v+adv e v+prep 
Lomi fly off the ‘handle (informa/) to become sud- 
deniy very angry 
fly ‘out; fly ‘out of sth = ery IN/OUT, FLY INTO 
STH, FLY OUT OF STH 
fly sb/sth ‘out: fly sb/sth ‘out of sth = ry 
SB/STH IN/OUT, FLY SB/STH INTO STH, FLY SB/STH 
OUT OF STH 


fly ‘past - Fry py/past 


fob (fob: Amk farbi (-bb-) 


fob sb ‘off (with sth) (BrE) 4 to try to make sb 
stop asking questions or complaining by giving 
them answers or excuses that are not true: Don’t 
try to fob me off with excuses. 2 to give sb sth that 
is different from or not as good as what they 
want: We thought we'd been fobbed aff with infer- 
ior goods. 
palm sb off (with sth) 
@ v+nipront+adv + vtadvtn 

fob sth ‘off on/onto sb (Sr£, informal) to trick 
sb into accepting sth that vou do not want or sth 
that is not genuine: She tried to fob all her junk 
off onto me. 
© v+ n/pron + adv + prep 


focus /foukos; AmE ‘fou-/! (~§- or -88-) 


‘focus on sb/sth; ‘focus sth on sb/sth (also 
‘focus upon sb/sth, ‘focus sth upon sb/sth more 
formal) 1 to give all your attention, effort, etc. to 


a particular problem, subject or person: Suspi- 
clon focused on her husband. o The programme 
was intended to focus attention on global warm- 
ing. 2 (of eyes, a camera, etc.) to be adjusted so 
that things can be seen clearly; to adjust sth so 
that you can see things clearly: Rest your eves by 
letting them focus on distant objects. o The cam- 
era was focused on an old woman. 

@ v+prep + v+n/pron+ prep 


fog toy: AmE fog. fa:g; (-g9-) 


fog ‘up if a glass surface fogs up it becomes 


covered with steam or drops of water so that it is 
difficult to see in or through it: The windscreen 
started to fog up. 

13¥®) mist up, mist sth up; steam up, steam sth 
up 

© vt adv 


foist /forst; 
‘foist sth/sbiyourself on sb («iso ‘foist sth/ 


sb/yourself upon sb more formal) to force sb to 
accept sth that they do net want, or take care of 
sb that they do not want to: He doesn’t try to foist 
his beliefs on everyone. o She resented having the 
child foisted on her while the parents went travel- 
ling abroad. 

Foist sth on sb is often used in the passive. 
® v+nipron+ prep 


fold /fould: AmE fould; 
fold a'way/‘down, fold sth a'way/‘down to 


be able to be bent or arranged into a smaller or 
flatter shape that you can store or carry more 
easily; to bend or arrange sth in this way: T'he 
bed can fold away. © You can fold the table away 
to make more room. 

If you want to talk about a newspaper, a 
piece of paper, etc. use fold up. 

@ viadv è v+n/pron+adv è vtadven 

> Foldaway (also 'fold-down, ‘fold-up) adj [only 
before noun] that can be folded so that you can 
carry it or store it more easily 


fold sth a'way to fold sth and put it away: She 


folded the newspaper away. 
® v+nipron+adv « vtadven 


fold sth ‘back, ‘over, 'down, etc. to bend sth 


back, over, down, etc. so that one part of it lies 
flat on another: He folded the corner of the page 
over to mark his place. 

$ v+nipron +ady è vtadven 


fold 'down: fold sth ‘down = FoLD away/ 


DOWN, FOLD STH AWAY/DOWN 


fold sth ‘into sth; fold sth ‘in (in cocking) to 


mix one substance gently with another, usually 
with a spoon: Gently fold the flour into the mix- 
ture. o Fold in two egg whites. 

© v+n/pron + prep è v+adv+n + v+n/pron+ adv 
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sb/sth in sth: She gently folded the baby in a blan- 
ket. o She folded a blanket round the baby, o He 
folded her in his arms ( he put his arms 
around her). 

@ v+nipron + prep 


fold ‘up: fold sth ‘up to bend sth or fold it so 


that it is smaller: The map folds up quite small. © 
She folded the letter up and put it in her pocket, 
unfold, unfold sth 

@ vtadv « v+advin + v+nipron+ adv 

® ‘fold-up adj = FOLDAWAY at FOLD Away/DOWN, 
FOLD STH AWAY/DOWN 


follow ifolau; AmE falou, 
follow ‘on 1 (from sth) to continue or result from 


sth in a natural or logical way: Listen carefully to 
the answer and make sure that your next question 
follows on. © Following on from what Jill has 
said, I’d like to talk about the future of the com- 
pany, 2 to leave a place after sb clse and meet 
them later: You go now, I'll follow on tater 

@ vtadv 

» ‘follow-on n (especially BrE) something that 
continues or results from sth; the action of fol- 
lowing on from sth: The movie Arthur 2’ was a 
successful follow-on to Arthur’. o follow-on treat- 
mentitaiks o a follow-on call 


follow ‘through (sport) to complete a stroke in 


tennis, golf, etc. by continuing to move the club, 
ete, after you have hit the ball 

® vt adv 

p follow-through (aiso ‘follow-through espe- 
cially AmE n (sport) (in tennis, golf, etc.) the 
final part of a stroke after the ball has been hit 
-> see also POLLOW-THROUGH at FOLLOW THROUGH 
(WITH STH), FOLLOW STH THROUGH 


follow ‘through, follow sth ‘through to 


complete sth you have begun or already done: 
The store did not follow through with the prosecu- 
tion. © He never follows things through. 

© viadv e vtadvtn » v+n/pron+ adv 

> follow-'through 7 the actions that sb takes to 
complete or continue sth: Your follow-through on 
the project was not very satisfactory. 

-3 see also FOLLOW-THROUGH al FOLLOW THROUGH 


follow ‘up; follow sth ‘up 4 (with sth) to take 


further action about sth: You should follow your 
letier up with a phone call (= you should write 
first and then telephone). 2 to find out more 
about sth sb has told you or suggested to you: The 
police are following up all the leads. o It's worth 
following up his idea. lead, idea, complaint, 
matter EY® investigate sth (more forma!) 

@ vtady «vtniprontady « v+adven 

>» ‘follow-up (to sth) n [usually sing.] something 
that continues sth: The survey ts a follow-up to 
the questionnaire. > follow-up treatmentistudies 


forge 


‘fold A in B: fold B round/over Ato wrap fool /fu:1/ 


fool a'round 1 (BrE also foot a‘bout) (with sth) 
to waste time or behave in a silly way: Stop fool- 
ing about with that knife! 2 (with sb) (especially 
Am£) to have a casual sexual relationship with 
another person’s partner or with sb who is not 
your partner: He's been fooling around with other 
women. 3(AmE) if two people fool around, they 
kiss and touch each other in a sexual way: We 
were fooling around on the couch when my dad 
walked in. 
© vtadv 


force ‘fais; AmE fairs! 


force 'back sth; force itthem ‘back to try 
very hard not to show an emotion: Forcing back 
the tears, she nodded and smiled. 
tears 
A noun must always follow back, but a pro- 
noun comes between the verb and back. « Force 
back sth is not used in the passive. 
@ vtadvtn + v+pron+ ady 
force sth ‘down to make yourself eat or drink 
sth when you do not want to: She forced down her 
breakfast. 
© v+advin « v+nipron+ adv 
‘force sth on sb (also ‘force sth upon sb more 
formal to make sb accept sth they do not want to: 
I didn't want to take the money, but she forced it on 
me. o Teachers feel that changes are being forced 
on them. 
change, cuts, decision 
@ v+nipron+ prep 
force itselfithemselves on sb (also ‘force 
itselffthemselves upon sb more formal) if sth 
forees itself on you, you cannot avoid becoming 
aware of it: When he read the letier the truth 
forced itself on him. 
® v+pron+ prep 
‘force yourself on sb (also ‘force yourself 
upon sb mure formal) to force sb to have sex with 
you when they do not want to, by using violence 
or by threatening them 
rape sb 
® v+pron+prep 
‘force sth upon sb = FORCE STH ON SK 
‘force itselfithemselves upon sb = FORCE 
LITSELFITHEMSELVES ON SB 
‘force yourself upon sb = Force YOURSELF ON SB 


forge /fo:d3; AmE ford3/ 


forge a'head 1 to move forward quickly: He 
forged ahead, panting and breathless. 2 (with sth) 
to make progress quickly: The company ts Jorg- 
ing ahead with its plans. ò Jane's language skills 
enabled her to forge ahead on the career ladder. 
press ahead/on (with sth) 
@ vt adv 
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fork ffork; AME fork! 


fork ‘out (for sth), fork sth ‘out (for/on sth 
(informal) to pay a lot of money for sth, espe- 
cially when you do not want to: 7 had to fork out 
for a cab home. o f had to fork out $30 for a cab 
home. 
shel! out (for sth), shall sth out (for sth) 
@ vtadv e vtadvtn + v+pron+adv + 
vtn+adv (rare) 
fork sth ‘over (AmE, informal) to pay for sth, 
especially when you do not want to: I had to fork 
over the $10 I owed her 
@ viadvtn + v+prontadv + vtn+ adv (less 
frequent) 


form /fom: AmE fo:rm} 


form ‘up: form sb ‘up if soldiers form up, or 
sb forms them up, they get into position in 
lines: The general formed up his troops. o The 
teams formed up into lines. 
@ vtadv e vtadvtn e v+pron+adv » 
ventadv (rare) 


foul /faui; 


foul ‘up: foul sth ‘up (informal to do sth badly; 
to spoil sth, especially by making mistakes: The 
team can’t afford to foul up in this game. o He 
admitted he'd completely fouled things up. 
mess up, mess sth up 
È vtadv « v+adv+n + v+nipron+ady 
> ‘foul-up n (yormal a problem caused by bad 
organization or a stupid mistake: an administra- 
tive foul-up o There was a computer foul-up at 
the bank and customers were sent the wrong 
Statements. 


found faund’ 


‘found sth on sth (also found sth upon sth 
more formal to base sth on sth: Their conclusions 
were largely founded on guesswork. 

SY base sth on/upon sth 

Found sth on/upon sth is usually used in 
the passive. 

@ v + nipron + prep 


freak irik; 


freak ‘out; freak sb ‘out (informal if sb 

freaks out or if sth freaks them out, they react 

very strongly to sth that shocks, angers, excites 

or frightens them: J don’t know what happened in 

the exams. I just freaked out. o I thought I'd sena 

ghost — it really freaked me out. 

Freak and freak sb are used less often 

with the same meaning. 

@ v+adv è v+n/pron+ adv + v+adv+n (less 
Jrequent) 


free (fri: 


free sb/sth ‘up to do sth so that sb is able to do 
sth else: to make money, time, etc. available for a 
particular purpose: Having a secretary frees me 
up to work on other things. © l need to free up more 
disk space. 
Free sh/sth is also used with the same 
meaning. 
@ vtadven + v+pron+adv è v+n + adv (less fre. 

quent) 


freeze jfri:z; (froze jfrəvz; AmE frouz/frozen 
/frouzn; AmE ‘frouzn)) 


freeze sb/sth ‘out: freeze sb/sth ‘out of 
sth (informal) to prevent sb from being part of a 
group or taking part in an activity, business, etc. 
by being very unfriendly or making things very 
difficult for them: My colleagues were freezing me 
out. © American rice farmers complained that 
their crops were being frozen out of the market. 
BERS This phrasal verb is often used in the pas- 
sive. 
© v+n/pron + adv + v+advtn + 
¥+n/pron + adv + prep 
> '‘freeze-out n (informal, especially AMF) an act 
of preventing sb from being part of a group or 
from taking part in an activity. a business, ete. 
freeze ‘over to become covered by ice: The river 
Sometimes freezes over. 
33¥N) ice over/up 
@ vtadv 
freeze ‘up 4 it sth freezes up, it becomes 
blocked with frozen liquid soe that it cannot be 
used: The pipes had frozen up. 2 if sb freezes 
up, they are so nervous, frightened or excited 
that they are unable to move: J was so nervous I 
froze up. 
®© v+adv 


freshen }frefn/ 


freshen ‘up; freshen yourself ‘up to wash 
and make yourself look clean and tidy after a 
journcy, before a meeting, etc: JU just freshen 
(mysel) up before dinner 
© vtadv « v+pron+ adv 

freshen sth ‘up to make sth look cleaner and 
more attractive: A coat of paint will freshen this 
room Up. 
$ v+nipron+adv « v+adven 


frighten ‘frann; 


frighten sb/sth a'way/‘off. frighten sb/sth 
a'way from sth 1 to make a person or an ani- 
mal go away by making them feel afraid: The 
noise frightened the birds away. o I sometimes use 
a gun to frighten dogs away from the hens. 2 to 
make a person or an organization so nervous 
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that they are no longer interested in sth or no 
longer want to do sth: Investment companies 
have been frightened off by fear of losing money. 
scare sb/sth away/off 

@ v*nipron+ adv + v+adv+n è v+n/pron + prep 


fritter “itary 


fritter sth a'way (on sth) to waste time or money 
on things that are not useful or important: He's 
frittered away the money his father left Rim, 
bij money, time 
@ v+adv +n + v+nfpron + adv 


front /frant/ 


‘front for sbisth to represent a group or an 
organization in order to hide a secret or an 
illegal activity or protect the person who is con- 
trolling it: The police could nat discover who he 
was fronting for 
@ v+prep 

front ‘onto sth if a building fronts onto sth, it 
faces it: The apartment fronts onto the beach. 
® v+ prep 


frost /frnst; AmE fro:st/ 


frost 'over?up to become covered with frost: Al/ 
the windows frosted up overnight. 
@ v+adv 


frown ifraun/ 


‘frown on sb/sth (also ‘frown upon sb/sth more 
formal) to disapprove of sb/sth: Some restaur- 
ants frown on men not wearing jackets. 

Frown on/upon sth is often used in the 
passive: Such behaviour is frowned upon. 

-> see aiso SMILE ON/UPON SB/STH 

© v+prep 


fry frai (fries, frying, fried, fried) 


fry sth ‘up to cook food in oil especially in order 
to make a meal quickly: He fried up some eggs 
and potataes. 
@ vtadvtn + v+nipron+ ady 
> fry-up n (BrE, informal) a meal of fried food, 
especially bacon, eggs, etc. 


fuck fak; 


fuck a'bout (with sth) (BrE) = ruck AROUND 
(WITH STH) 

fuck sb a'bout (BrE) = ruck SB AROUND 

fuck a'round (BrE also fuck a’bout) (with sth) 
(A, slang) to waste time by behaving in a silly 
way: Stop fucking around and give mea hand. 
A more polite informal way of saying this 
is mess around or, in British English, mess 
about. 
® v+adv 


fumbie 


fuck sb a'round (BrE aiso fuck sb a'bout) (4, 


slang) to treat sb badly or in an unhelpful way, 
causing them a delay: Don’t fuck me around. 

A more polite informal way of saying this 
is mess sb around or, in British English, mess 
sb about. 

$ v + nipron+ adv 


fuck ‘off (A, slang) used to tell sb very rudely to 


go away: Fuck off and leave me alone! 
@ v+ adv 


fuck sb ‘over (AmE, A, slang) to treat sb very 


badly or unfairly: The company promised me a 
big pay-off but they really fucked me over: 

fags A more polite informal way to say this is 
mess sb around. 

© v+nipron+ adv + v+ adv +n (less frequent) 


fuck 'up; fuck sth ‘up (4, slang) to spoil sth or 


do sth badly; to make a stupid mistake: If was my 
fault — I fucked up. © He's fucked everything up. 
A more polite informal way to say this is 
mess (sth) up or foul (sth) up. 

@ viadv è v+n/pront+adv è vtadvin 

> ‘fuck-up 7 (A, slang) 1 a problem caused by 
bad organization or a stupid mistake A 
more polite informal way to say this is foul-up. 
2 (AmE a person who does sth badly or makes 
stupid mistakes 


fuck sb ‘up (A, slang) 1 to upset or confuse sb so 


much that they are not able to deal with prob- 
lems in their life A more polite informal 
way to say this is mess sb up. 2 (AmE) to hit or 
kick sb hard many times {203A more polite 
informal way to say this is beat sb up. 

@ vtnipron+ady « v+advetn 

> fucked ‘up adj (A, slang) thoroughly confused 
or disturbed 

A more polite informal way to say this is 
messed up. 


‘fuck with sb to treat sb badly in a way that 


makes them annoyed 

A more polite way to express this is mess 
with sb. 

© v+prep 


fuel fual l- AmE -+-) 
fuel ‘up; fuet sth ‘up to put fuel into a vehicle: I 


need to fuel up before I begin the trip. o Vigura- 
tive) On a coid morning I like to fuel up with a hot 
breakfast. o People in a hurry can fuel up their 
cars and themselves in one stop. 

@ vtadv « v+n/pron+adv « vtadvtn 


fumble ambi; 


fumble a'round (aiso fumble a'bout especially 
BrE) to move awkwardly, especially using your 
hands to do sth or to find sth: He fumbled around 
in the dark trving to find the lamp. 
@ vt adv 


POC Cele et Cet rere er ree 
Seeaaehtpeenear pers te RE be 
CAA Crema eT Tenn maD ND ahead deed tree a EPERE ELLET TETT AAS EN Pad 
fii eee eee es er ar 


furnish (fan; AmE fa:rnif/ 


‘furnish sb/sth with sth (format to supply or 
provide sb/sth with sth: Ske furnished him with 
the facts surrounding the case. 

ISTR) supply sb/sth (with sth) 
© v + n/pron + prep 


fuss ifasi 


‘fuss at sb (Am) to complain to sb about sb/sth 
very often in an annoying way: She's always fuss- 
ing at me about my smoking. 
$ v+prep 

‘fuss over sb/sth to pay a lot of attention, or too 
much attention, to sb/sth: She likes to have some- 
one fo fuss over o When she gets nervous she 

fusses over unimportant details. 

Fuss over sb can be used in the passive: J 
hate being fussed over. 

@ v+ prep 


futz tats; 


tutz a'round (Amë, spoken, slang) to spend time 
doing unimportant things: J just futzed around 
all morning and got nothing done. 
mess around (BrE) 
© vtadv 


Gg 


SUL CEr seca ee TS 


gabble /gxb1/ 


gabble a'way/‘on (about sth) to talk quickly 
and for a long time about sth so that people find it 
difficult to understand you or become bored: 
Someone on the radio was gabdling away in a for- 
eign language. Nicola gabbled on about her 
boyfriend for hours. 
® vt adv 


gad /gæd; (-da-) 


gad a'bouta'round (old-fashioned, informal, 
humorous, especially BrE to go to different 
places looking for fun and excitement, especially 
when you should be doing sth else: [t's about time 
he stopped gading about and settled down. 
@ viadv 


Gag /cxg/ (-gg-) 

be ‘gagging for sth (Brk, slang) (only used in 
the progressive tenses) if somebody is gagging 
for sth, they want it very much: We were all gag- 
ging for a burger ò Notallrock stars are gagging 
for it (= wanting to have sex with sb). 
You can also use be gagging to do sth: foot- 
ballers gagging to play for their country 
© v+prep 


gain /gein/ 


‘gain in sth to get more of a particwar quality: 
The students are slowly gaining in confidence. 
popularity, confidence, strangth 
© v+prep 

‘gain on sb/sth (often used in the progressive 
tenses) to come closer to sb/sth, especially sb/sth 
that you are chasing: We were gaining on the car 
infront. 
® v+prep 


gallop jg2lap; 


gallop ‘through sth to do or say sth very 
quickly: Don’t gallop through your speech as if 
you can't watt fo finish. 
@ v+ prep 


ga mble igzembl} 


gamble sth a'way to lose sth such as money, 
your possessions, ete. by risking it/them on a 
card game, horse race, ete: Ske gambled away ail 
our money. 
money 
$ v+adv+n e vtnipron+ adv 

‘gamble on sth; 'gamble on doing sth: 
‘gamble on sb/sth doing sth to take a risk 
with sth, hoping that you or it will be successful: 


She’s had two kidney transplants and now her 
family are gambling on one last operation. © 
We're gambling on the weather being fine on Sat- 
urday. 

© v+prep 


gang (gen/ 

gang ‘up (againstion sb) (informal to join 
together, especially to oppose, threaten, hurt or 
frighten sb: My brothers are always ganging up 
on me. 
@ v + adv 


gas gæs; (-s3-) 


gas ‘up. gas sth 'up(AmE, informal) to put fuel 
ina vehicle: FTH have to gas up before we leave. o 
Have you gassed up the car? 
357) fuel up, fuel sth up 
@ vtadv «vtadvin + v+n/pron+ adv 


gather /geba(ry 


gather a'round; gather a'round sb/sth 
(BrE also gather 'round, gather ‘round sb/sth) 
to come together in one place, forming a group 
around sb/sth: Everyone gathered around to hear 
the song. o They all gathered round the table. 
@vtadv + v+prep 

gather sth ‘in to collect a quantity of things, 
especially crops, and put them all together in one 
place 
harvest, crop 
© v+nipron+adv « vtadvin 

gather ‘round, gather ‘round sb/sth (BrE) = 
GATHER AROUND, GATHER AROUND SB/STH 


gather sth to'gether/up to bring together 
objects that have been spread around: She 
gathered together her belongings and left. 
papers, belongings, things 
Gather sth is used less often with the same 
meaning. 
@ v+adv+n + v+nipron + adv 


gear igar) AmE gir/ 


‘gear sth to/towards sb/sth; 'gear sth 
toftowards doing sth to make or change sth 
so that it is suitable for a particular need or an 
appropriate level or standard: The programme is 
clearly geared to a teenage audience. o We iry to 
gear our services to customers’ requirements. © 
The policy is geared towards attracting nurses 
back to work. 

This phrasal verb is usually used in the 
passive, 
@ v+n/pron+ prep 


gear up 110 


gear ‘up (for sth/to do sth), gear sb/sth/your- 
Self ‘up (for sth/to do sth) to be prepared, ready 
and able to do sth; to become or make sb/sth/ 
yourself ready, prepared or able to do sth: The 
biayers are gearing up for the big game. o The 
hospital is gearing itself up to deal with new 
patients. 
hua Gear sb/sth up is usually used in the 
passive, 


© vtadv è v+niprontadv è v+adven 


gee -dzi:; 


gee ‘up (BrE) used to tell a horse to start moving 


or to go faster 
@ vtadv 


gee sb 'up (BrE) to encourage sb to work harder 
or faster or to perform better: Their success last 


week will gee the team up. 
®© v+niprontadv + v+adv+n 


GEen dzen; (-nn-) 


gen ‘up; gen sb/yourself ‘up (on sth) (old- 
Jashioned, BrE, informa!) to find out about sth: to 
get or give sb information on sth: J must gen 


myself up for the interview. 
®& v+ adv + v+n/pron + adv 


get oct; (getting, got, got ‘got: AmE gat!) 


in spoken American English, the past par- 


ticiple gotten is almost always used, 


~ about ~in 
~ above 114 ~inon 
~ across ~ in with 
~ after ~into 
~ ahead, ahead of 115 ~off 
111 ~along ~ off an 
~ around ~ off together 
~ around to ~ off on doing 
~ at ~ off with 
~ away 116 ~on 
~ away from ~ on at 
~ away with ~ onto, on to 
~ back 417 ~ out, out of 
112 ~ back at ~ out of 
~ back into 118 ~ over 
~ back to ~ past 
~ back together ~ round 
~ back with ~ round to 
~ behing ~ through 
~ beyond 119 ~to 
~ by ~ together 
~ down 120 ~up 
113 ~ down òn ~ up asvin 
~ down to ~ up to 


get a'bout 1 (BrE also get a'round) if sb who is 
old or ill gets about, they are able to move from 
place to place without difficulty: She gets about 
with the help of a stick. 2(BrE) =GET AROUND 
@ v t+ adv 


got a’bout sth (BrE) = GET AROUND STH 

get a'bove yourself (especially BrE (often used 
in the progressive tenses) to have too high an opin- 
ion of yourself; to hehave as if you are better 
than other people: She's been getting a bit above 
herself since winning that award. 
®© v+prep + pron 


gat a'crass (to sb) to be communicated to sb or 


understood by sb: The message is finally getting 
across to the public. 
@ v + adv 


get a'cross; get a'cross sth to move frum 


one side of a river, a bridge, a street, ete. to the 
other: How can we get across to the island? o The 
only way to get across the lake is by boat. o Cun 
we get across the city without having to use the 
subway? 

@ v+adv + v+prep 


get sth a'cross (also get sth ‘over less frequent) 


(to sb) to communicate sth to sb; to make sth 
clear to sb: He’s not very good at getting his ideas 
across to the class. > You'll have to think of new 
ways of getting your message across effectively: 
message. point, idea put sth across 
Get sth across is not used in the passive. 
@ v+nipron + adv « v+adven 


get sb/sth a'cross sth (also get sb/sth ‘over 


sth) to move sb/sth, or to help sb/sth move, from 
one side of sth such as a road, river, bridge, wall, 
etc. to the other: We've got to get supplies across 
the border somehow. o We got all the injured sol- 
diers across the river o Billy got the pony over the 
Jumps with difficulty. 

Cre Get sb/sth across sth is not used in the 
passive. 

© v+n/pron + prep 


get ‘after sb (informal, especially AmE) 14 to 


keep asking or telling sb to do sth, often in an 
annoying way: She's been getting after me to take 
a vacation, of had to get after Jack to clean his 
room. 2 to try to catch sb, especially after they 
have committed a crime: We need to be tougher on 
those who commit crime and get after drug users 
more. 

 v+prep 


get ahead; get a'head of sb to make more 


progress than other people, companies, ete: to 
become successful in your life or your career: It 
isn’t easy to get ahead in the movie business, o By 
doing extra homework, he soon got ahead of his 
classmates. 

$ v+adv + vt+adv+prep 

IE) get a'head of yourself to tell sb sth before 
you have fully explained the background or the 
details that they need to know first 


111 


gat a'long (informal) 1 (often used in the progres- 


sive tenses) to leave a place: It’s late. We'd betier be 
getting along. o One more coffee and then I musi 
get along. > see also GET ON 5 2 (with sb/together) 
= GET ON 13 (with sth) = GET ON 4 

@ v+adv 


get a'round (HrE aiso get about) 1 (informat) 


to move from place to place: to go to lots of differ- 


ent places: You certainly get around! Paris one 
minute, Bonn the next. o She can use my car to get 
around while she's here. 2 (of news, a piece of 
information, etc.) to become known by a lot of 
people: Thy news of her resignation soon got 
around. o Word soon gut around that they were 
having an affair. 3 to have an active social life 
and be aware of what is happening: It’s time you 
got around more. > see also GET OUT 2 4 (infor: 
mal, disapproving) to have sexual relationships 
with lots of different people 5 - GET ABOUT 1 
@ vtadv 

get a'round, get a'round sth = Ger ROUND, 
GET ROUND STH 

get a'round sb (especially AmE): GET ROUND S8 


get a'round sth (BrE also get a'bout sth, get 
‘round sth) 4 to move around a city, a country, 
etc: It's easy to get around Amsterdam on a 
bicycle. 2 (of news, a piece of information, ete.) 
to become known by a lot of people: News soon 
gets round the office. © It didn’t take long for the 
rumour to get all around town. 3 (especially 
AME) = GET ROUND STH 3 
@ v+ prep 

get a'round to sth; get around to doing 
sth = GET ROUND/AROUND TO STH, GET ROUNDS 
AROUND TO DOING STH 

‘get at sb (informal) 1 (usually used in the pro- 
gressive tenses) to keep criticizing sh: Sam's par- 
ents are always getting at him. o She feels she’s 
being got at 2 to influence sb, especially 
illegally, for example by threatening them or 
offering money, in order to persuade them to say 
sth untrue or act in an unfair way: One of the wit- 
nesses had been got at. o They even tried getting 
at the judge. 
ER Get at sb can be used in the passive. 
© v+prep 

‘get at sb/sth to reach or obtain sb/sth; to finda 
way of entering a place, talking to sb, looking at 
sth, ete: The files are locked up and i can’t get at 
them. o Tean'i get at my inheritance until I'm 21. 
Get at sb/sth can be used in the passive: 
Put it in a place where it can be got at easily. 
@ v + prep 

‘get at sth to learn, discover or find out sth: We've 
gotto get at the truth. 
Bej) truth find sth out 
© v + prep 


get back 


[i what are you, was he, etc. ‘getting at? 
(spoken) used to ask, often in an angry way what 
sb is/was suggesting: What exactly are you get- 
ting at? o 1 see what you're getting at, but I'm 
afraid i can’t help you with that. 


get a'way 1 to have a holiday/vacation: We're 


hoping to get away for a few days at Easter. o Will 
you manage to get away this year? 2 (from sth/...) 
to succeed in leaving a place: It was midday 
before we finally managed to get away. © I won't 
be able to get away from the office before 7. 3 (from 
sb/sth/...) to escape from sb or a place: The 
thieves got away ina blue van, © You're not gët- 
ting away from me so easily! & get ‘away (with 
you)! (BrE, spoken, becoming old-fashioned) used 
to show that you find it difficult to believe what 
sb has just said: Get away! You could never run 
that far! o ‘Tm going to live in China.” ‘Get away 
with youl go on 

® v + adv 

» ‘getaway 7 (usually sing.) 1 the act of leaving a 
place in a hurry, especially after committing a 
crime: They made a quick getaway. 2 a short holi- 
dav/vacation: a place for this: the popular island 
getaway of Penang 


get a'way from sth; get a'way from doing 


sth to start doing sth in a different way or talk- 
ing about a different subject: The club shuuld get 
away from its old-fashioned image and try to 
attract younger people. > I tried to get away from 
the subject of babies. 

@ v+adv+ prep 

EN get a'way from it all (informal) to have a 
short holiday/vacation in a quiet place where 
you can relax there’s no getting a'way from sth, 
you can’t get a'way from sth you have to admit 
that sth unpleasant is true: There's no getting 
away from the fact that his mistake lost the game 
for his team. 


get sb/sth a'way from sth to remove sb/sth 


from somewhere: Get that dog away from me! o 
Someone was trying to get Angela away from the 
widow. 

Get sb/sth away from sth is not used in 
the passive. 

@ v+n/pron + adv + prep 


get a'way with sth 1 to steal sth and escape 


with it: Thieves raided the bank and got away 
with £50000, 2 (also get a'way with doing sth) 
(informal to do sth wrong and not be punished 
or criticized for it: 7 cant believe vou cheated in 
the exam and got away with it! o Nobody gets 
away with insulting me like that. 3 to receive a 
relatively Hght punishment: For such a serious 
offence he was lucky to get away with a fine. 
fine, warning 
© v + adv + prep 

get ‘back 1 (from/to sth/...) to return, especially 
to your home: What time did you get back last 
night? o We only got back from our trip yesterday. 


get back 112 


© IPH take us ten minutes to get there and five min- 
utes to get back. 2 (from sb/sth) (used especially to 
give orders) to move away from a place, a person 
or sth that is happening: Get back or I'll shoot! 
2 Stand back; back off 

© v+adv 


get sb ‘back 1 to persuade sb to begin a roman- 
tic relationship with you again, after you have 
been apart for some time: Zve done everything I 
can to get her back. 2 (for sth/for doing sth) Gnor- 
mal) = GET BACK AT SB 
Get sb back is not used in the passive. 
@ v+nipron + adv 

get sb/sth ‘back (to sth/...) to take sb/sth back 
toa place after they have been away from it: We'll 
get her back home before midnight. 
Get sb/sth back is not used in the passive. 
@® v+nipron + adv 


get sth ‘back to obtain sth again after you have 
lost it, spent it, lent it to sb, etc: She's got her old 
job back. o I never lend people books; you never 
get them back. © if I don't like the dress, can I get 
my money back? o There isn't much of a chance of 
getting the wallet back (= it has been stolen). 
Get sth back cannot be used in the passive. 
© v+n/pron+adv « v+adv +n (rare) 
[i get your ‘breath back (BrE) to start breath- 
ing normally again after physical exercise: I 
took me a while to get my breath back after run- 
ning for the bus. o (figurative) I haven't had a 
moment to get my breath back (> I've been very 
busy) since we came back from Prague. 
get ‘back at sb (also get sb 'back) (for sth/for 
doing sth) (informal) to punish or hurt sh 
because they have done sth unpleasant to you: 
This ts his way of getting back at me for arguing 
with him. o CH get her back for what she’s done. 
28YN> pay sb back (for sth/for doing sth) 
@® v+adv+prap + v+n/pron + adv 
get back ‘into sth to start being interested or 
involved in a particular activity again: She'll iry 
to get back into journalism when the kids start 
school. o How soon should I get back into serious 
training? 
© v + adv + prep 
„get ‘back to sb to reply to sb or contact them 
again by letter or by telephone: Leave a message 
and PU get back to you as soon as I can. o They 
never got back ta me about my order 
® v+ adv + prep 
get ‘back to sth to start doing or talking about 
sth again; to return to sth: To get back to what I 
was saying earlier... o Once I was awake I 
couldn't get back to sleep. o Let’s get back to the 
poirit. 
© v+adv + prep 


get ‘back with sb: get back to'gether to 
begin a romantic relationship with sb again, 
after you have been apart for some time: Jack’s 
getting back with his ex-girlfriend, o Jack and his 
girlfriend are getting back together. 
-> see ALSO GET TOGETHER 2 
@ v+adv+ prep + v+advtadv 


get behind (with sth) to not go as fast as is neces- 


sary or as other people; to not produce sth at the 
right time: Once I get behind (with my work) it’s 
very hard tocatch up. o We're getting behind with 
the rent, 

28Y8)} drop behind, drop behind sb/sth; fall 
behind, fall behind sb/sth get ahead 

@ v+ady 


get be'hind sb/sth 1 to move into a position 


behind sb/sth: If pou get behind the tree, she won't 
See you, © He seems to go mad when he gets behind 
the wheel of a car 2 to reveal the person or thing 
responsible for starting or developing sth: This 
is a programme that really gets behind the world 
of pop music. 3 (especially AmE) to support 
sh/sth and help them to succeed: The whole town 
got behind himithe campaign. 

® v+prep 


get be'yond sth 1 (also get ‘past sth) to move 


or advance further than a particular place: / 
haven't been able to get beyond chapter one. o 
When we got beyond York, it started to snow. 2 
(also get ‘past sth) to make progress so that you 
no longer do or are interested in a particular 
thing: Hasn't she got beyondipast the stage of 
sucking her thumb yet? 3 to become more than 
sth: What if our losses get beyond 10%? 

© v+ prep 

Id get beyond a ‘joke to become annoying and 
no longer acceptable: This rain is getting beyond 
a joke. Let’s gu inside. 


get ‘by to manage to live or do a particular thing 


using the money knowledge, equipment, ete, 
that you have: Mow does she get by on such a small 
salary? o ‘Are you earning more money now?’ T 
get by.’ > She's got a deadline to meet, so she's get- 
ting by on virtually no sleep. © I don’t know a lot 
of Italian, but I can get by. © To begin with, you 
can get by uth a few simple tools. o Getting by 
isn't good enough for me. I want to be successful. 
@ vtadv 


get ‘by: get 'by sb/sth = cet past, GET past 


Sa/stH 


get ‘down 1 (from sth) to move from a higher 


position toa lower one: The driver got down from 
his truck to help me, TOFS get up 2 to bend down- 
wards from a standing position and sit, kneel or 
lie on the ground: The children got down on their 
hands and knees and pretended to be lions. o He's 
going to shoot! Get down! get up 3 (fo 
sth/...) to visit or arrive at a place further south 


118 get in 


in the country than the place where you live: 
How long did it take you to get down here? 
get up 4 (from sth) (BrE) (of children) to leave 
the table after a meal: Please may I get down 
(from the table)? 5 (to sth) (spoken, utformal) to 
go to a place: PH get down there straight away. © 
Tue got five minutes to get down to the store, 6 
(AmE, informal) to relax and enjoy yourself, 
especially in a very lively way: Let's get down 
and party! 

4 v+adv 


get ‘down, get ‘down sth to move from a 


higher place to a lower one, for example using 
stairs, a rope, a ladder, etc: What are you doing on 
the table? Get down new! o Did you get down the 
hill without any difficulty? o How does water get 
down the back of the sink? 

get up. get up sth 

@ vtadv + v+prep 


get sb ‘down (informal to make sb feel sad or 


depressed: This weather is really getting me 
down. o Don't let it get you down too much. 

35TA) depress sb 

Get sb down is not used in the passive. 

© v+nipron + adv 


get sb/sth 'down 1 (to sth...) to send or move 


sb/sth to a place, often a place further south ina 
country: Get somebody down here straight away. 
© We'll need to get the boat down to the south 
coast. JSPP) get sb/sth up 2 (from sth) to move 
sb/sth from a higher position to a lower one: Can 
you get a jar down from the shelf for me? © He got 
the baby down from the high chair and put heron 
the floor o Get your head down! (= bend so that 
your head is low) He's gaing to shoot! In 
informal spoken language get sb down sth and, 
less often, get sb sth down, are also used: Can 
you get me down that book? o Can you get me that 
book down? | 
Get sb/sth down is not used in the passive. 
® v+nipron+ adv 


get sth ‘down 1 (also get sth ‘down sb/you 


informa) to swallow sth, usually with difficulty: 
The medicine was so horrible I could hardly get it 
down. © Get this tea down you, then you'll feel bet- 
ter. swallow sth 2 to make a note of or 
record sth: Get it down in writing. e I just man- 
aged to get down the car's registration number. © 
Did you get his name and telephone number 
down? note sth down: take sth down, 
write sth down 3 to reduce sth, especially the 
cost or price of sth: If we bargain, we may be able 
to get the price down. © How can I get my blood 
pressure down? Erw bring sth down, lower sth 
Get sth down cannot be used in the 
passive, 
@ v+nipron + adv + v+adv +n (less frequent) 

1 also v+n/pron + prep 


get sb/sth ‘down sth to manage to move sb/sth 


from a higher place to a lower one, for example 
using stairs, a rope, a ladder, ete: J can't get the 
bookcase down the stairs on my own. 

Get sb/sth down sth cannot be used in the 
passive. 

© v+nipron + prep 


get sth 'down sb/you (informal) = GET STH 


DOWN I 


get ‘down on sb/sth (for sth) (AME, slang) to 


think that sb/sth is wrong and to criticize them: 
She’s always getting down on me for coming in 
late, o It's easy to get down on kids from day today 
and forget thetr good points. 

@ v+adv + prep 


get 'down to sth: get ‘down to doing sth to 


begin to do sth; to give serious attention to sth: 
Let's get down to business straight away. © Isn't 
it about time you got down to work? o Read the 
text all the way through before you get down to 
translating it. 

business, work 

@ v+ adv + prep 


get ‘in; get ‘into sth 1 to arrive at a place: 


When do you normally get in (= arrive home) 
from work? o What time do you get into work in 
the morning? © The train got in late. © What time 
does your flight get into Heathrow? 2 (also get'in 
sth informal) to succeed in entering a place, 
especially a building: How did the burglars get 
in? > They broke a window to get into the house. © 
Youcan't get in(=toaconcert., party etc.) without 
a ticket. o Maybe we can get in the window? 
get out, get out of sth 3 (also get ‘in sth) to 
enter or go inside sth: He ran to the car got inand 
drove off o I saw Jan getting into a cab. © Hurry 
up and get into bed. o Get in the car! o He needs 
help getting in the bath. o Luckily the poison 
hasn't pot into her bloodstream. © The smell of 
smoke got into all my clothes. get out, get 
out of sth 4 to be elected to a political position: 
They need 326 seats to get in. o The Republican 
candidate got in with a small majority. o When 
did she first get into Parliament? 5 to gain a place 
at a school, college, university, etc: She's applied 
for Cambridge, but doesn't know Uf she'll get in. © 
[tried to get into Harvard, but I wasn’taccepted. 6 
(also get ‘in sth informal) (BrE, sport) to be 
chosen as a member of a sports team: He played 
well at the triads for the football team and got in. © 
CH never get into the senior side. o Did you get in 
the team? 

-> see also GET INTO STH! GET INTO STH, GET 
SB/YOURSELF INTO STH 

@ vtadv + v+prep 

get ‘in sth = Grr Ix, GET INTO STH 2,3,6 


get sb ‘in 1 tocall sb to your home, etc. to do a job 


for you: We'll have to get a plumber in tu mend the 
pipe. 2 to attract a large audience: A pantomime 
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usually gets the crowds in. pull sb in 3 (also 
get sb ‘into sth) to fit sb in a small place: Can you 
get another person in (= in a ear, for example}? 
28¥5) fit sb/sth in, fit sb/sth into sth 4 (a/so get 
$b ‘into sth) to make it possible for sb to get into 
a place, attend an event, etc: If 1 come to the stage 
door, can you get me in? 

Get sb in cannot be used in the passive. 

® v+n/pron+adv + v+ adv + n (rare) 


‚get sth ‘in 1 to collect or gather sth and bring it 
inside a place: Did you get in the washing when it 
started raining? o Can you get the bags in from 
the car? o We worked hard all week to get the corn 
in, 38¥S) bring sth in 2 to buy a supply of sth: 
Have you got your coal infor the winter pet? o Will 
you be getting any more of these dresses in? o 
(informal Who's going to get the beers in (= buy 
heer for everybody)? 3 to manage to do, have, etc. 
sth, although there is not much time: J can only 
get in an hour's piano practice a day. o We ought 
fo get in another meeting before the end of the 
month, fit sth in 4 to manage to say sth, 
usually when there are lots of people talking: 
She talks so much that it’s impossible to get a 
werd in. > ‘Excuse me’, ] eventually got in, T 
think I can help you.’ GEJ word 5 to manage to 
finish a piece of work and give it to sb in author- 
ity, for example your teacher: Did you manage te 
get your project in on time? 6 (also get sth ‘into 
sth) to fit sth in a small place: How are we going to 
gel everything in? fit sth in, fit sth into sth 
Get sth in cannot be used in the passive. 
© v+nipron + adv + v+adven 

Svtadvtn è v+nipron+ adv (less Frequent) 
4alsov+adv+ speech 
WI (not) get a word in ‘edgeways (BrE) (AmE 
(not) get a word in ‘edgewlse) to (not) be able to 
say anything because sb else is talking too much: 
When those two get together. you can’t get a word 
in edgeweays. 

get ‘in on sth (informal to become involved or 

take part in an activity: How did she manage to 

get in on the deal? o He's hoping to get in on any 
discussions about the new project, 

=> see aiso BE IN ON STH 

®© v+ adv + prep 

EH get jn on the ‘act (informal) to become 

involved in an activity that sb else has started, 

especially te get sth for yourself: Since the success 
of the first four-wheel drives, other companies are 
getting in on the act too. 

get ‘in with sb (informaD to try to become 

friendly with sb, especially in order to gain an 

advantage for yourself: Have pou noticed how 
he’s trying to get in with the boss? o She got in 
with a bad crowd at school. 

@ v+ adv + prep 

get ‘into sb 

© v+ prep 


TN what has got into sb? (spoken) used to say 
that sb has started to behave in a strange or dif- 
ferent way: What's got into you? o I don't know 
what's got into Georgia recently — she’s so bad- 
tempered. 


‚get ‘inte sth 1 to put ona piece of clothing, espe- 


cially with diffleulty: J can’t get into these shoes: 
they're too small, o She wants to get into a size 40. 
© Go upstairs and get into your pyjamas. 2 to 
start a career in a particular profession: Can you 
give me any advice on getting into advertising? 3 
(also 'get into doling sth) to become involved in 
an activity; to start sth: We got into a conversa- 
tion about pollution. o He got into taking drugsat 
school. o Sam's always getting into fights. o Are 
YOu sure you Know what you're getting into? BBL 
conversation, fight, argument 4 to develop a 
habit, a routine, etc: J don’t want to get into bad 
habits. o We've got into a good routine with the 
baby now. o Get into the habit of checking your 
work carefully. habit, routine 5F) get out 
of sth 5 (informal) to develop a taste for or an 
interest in sth: I’m really getting into jazz these 
days, 6 to become familiar with sth; to learn sth: 
I haven't really got into my new job yet. T to be 
found and used ina particular way or by particu- 
lar people: f Hope the story doesn't get into the 
papers. © 1] don't want this file getting into the 
wrong hands (- getting to people who should 
not see it). 

+ see ALSO GET IN, GET INTO STH: GET INTO STH, 
GET SB/YOURSELP INTO STH 

© v+ prep 


get ‘into sth; get sb/yourseif ‘into sth to 


reach a particular state er condition, especially 
a bad or unpleasant one; to make sb do this: Jerry 
teas always getting into trouble as a boy. o Her lit- 
tle brother was always getting her into trouble. o 
My sense of humour often gets me into trouble! o 
The company has got into difficulties (= financial 
problems), © His passion for sailing has got him 
into debt. o Thats another fine mess I’ve got 
myself into! > Do you realize what you're getting 
(yourself) into? 

got out of sth; gat sb/yourself out of sth 
Get sb into sth cannot be used in the pas- 
sive. 

+> see also GET IN, GET INTO STH; GET INTO STH 

@ v+prep + v+nipron+ prep 

HI get sb into ‘bed to persuade sb to have a sex- 
ual relationship with you 


get sb ‘into sth = cer sp in 3,4 
get sth ‘into sth =GETSTHINT 
gat ‘off 1 to leave a place or start a journey: We 


ought to get off straight after breakfast. o to get 
Off to bediwork 2 (with sth) to escape or nearly 
escape punishment: He got aff with a small fine. 
o Companies who pollute the environment have 
been getting off lightly. 3 (with sth) to escape or 
nearly escape injury in an accident: She was 
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lucky to get off with just a few bruises. 4 (BrE, 

informal) to go to sleep: ] couldn't get off to sleep 

last night. S (AmE, informal, usually disapprov- 

ing) to be bold enough to say or do sth: 7 don't 

know where you get off saying that musicians 
don’t make much money 6 (AmE, A) to have an 

orgasm (.. strong feelings of sexual pleasure) 

@® vtadv 

EM get off to a flying ‘start; get off to a ‘flyer to 
make a very good start: The team have got off 
to a flying start this season. get off to a good, 
bad, slow, ete. start to make a good, bad, slow, 
etc, start get off on the right/wrong ‘foot (infor- 
maD to start a relationship welV/badly: Mark and 
Imanaged to get off on the wrong foot. 


get ‘off: get ‘off sb (informa) used to tell sb to 


stop touching sh: Get off (me)! You're hurting my 
armi 
© v+adv è v+prep 


get ‘off, get ‘off sth 1 to leave a bus, train, 


plane, ete. that you are travelling in: Ask the 
driver where to get off © Let’s get off the bus and 
walk the rest of the way. YoF*) get on, get on sth 
-> see also GET OUT, GET OUT OF STH 2 2 to move 
your body from sth you are sitting, standing, 
lying, etc. on, down to the ground: Get aff the 
table at once! o Your bike's got a flat tyre. You'd 
better get off and walk. get on, get on sth 3 
to leave work with permission: J nermally get off 
at 5.30, but I’ try to get off earlier o What time do 
you get off work tomorrow? 4 to stop touching 
sth: Get off those cakes! They’re for your grand- 
parents, 

@ vitadv + v+ prep 


get ‘off sth 1 to leave a place where you 


shouldn't really be: Get off my land! land, 
property 2 to stop discussing a particular sub- 
ject: Duesn't she ever get off the subject of money? 
subject 3 to stop using the telephone: Can 
you tell me when you get off the phone? o Get off 
that phone! I'm waiting for a call. WEJ phone, 
line get on sth 4 to stop using or doing sth 
that you have been using or doing as a habit: I’m 
determined to gel off the drugs. drugs. drink 
+> see also GET $B OFF STH 1 5 (Amk) to say or 
write sth amusing 

© v+prep 

fl get off my ‘bach/'case (spoken, informal) 
used to ask sb to stop annoying you by criticizing 
you or telling you to do things get (sth) off the 
‘ground to start happening successfully, to make 
sth do this: The project was slow to get off the 
ground. o to get a new company off the ground 


get sb ‘off 1 (to ...) to make or help sb leave a 


place or start a journey: FH come after [ve got the 
children off to school, 2 to make a baby, a child, 
etc. fall asleep: She got the baby off to sleep by 
rocking her. o When did you eventually get him 
off? EED baby 3 (also get sb ‘off sth) to help sb 


get off with 


to escape punishment: She's relying on clever 


lawyers to get her off o They managed to get him 
off the charge. . . 

Get sb off is not used in the passive. 

@ v+nipron+ adv 3 also v + n/pron + prep 


get sth ‘off 1 to send sth by pust/mail: 7 must get 


these letters off tonight. send sth off (to sb) 
2 to remove sth from sth; to manage to remove 
sth from sth: Get your coat off and come and sit 
down. o Her finger was so swollen that she 
couldn't get her ring off 68] clothes, coat Iy) 
take sth off 3 to have permission from your 
employer not to go to work for a particular 
period of time: Can you get some time off next 
week? o PH see if I can get the day off G83 time, 
day, week 5° take sth off + see also GET STH 
OFF STH 2 

Get sth off is not used in the passive. 

@® v + nipron +ady 

I get it ‘off (with sb) (AmE, A, slang) to have 
sexual relations with sb: to have strong feelings 
of sexual pleasure 


get sb ‘off sth 1 to help sb to stop using or doing 


sth that they are in the habit of using or doing: I 
need professional help to get me off the alcohol. > 
see also GET OFF STH 4 2 to stop sb from discuss- 
ing a particular subject: /couldn’t get him off pol- 
itics once he'd started 3 = GET SB OFF 3 

get sb onto sth 

UEN Get sb off sth cannot be used in the 
passive. 

®© v + n/pron + prep 


get sth ‘off sb (informal) to succeed in getting 


sb to give you sth: Did you get that money off Aim? 
© Our team couidn’t get the ball off them. 

Get sb off sth cannot be used in the 
passive. 

© v+nipron + prep 


get sth ‘off sth 1 to manage to remove sth from 


sth: to remove sth from somewhere: Can you get 
the top off this bottle? o She got a jar of coffee off 
the shelf o Get your feet off the chair! 2 to get per- 
mission from your employer not to go to work 
during a particular period of time: Do you think 
you can get the week off work? ®8:] time, day, 
week > see also GET 8TH OFF 4 
take sth off sth 
Get sth off sth cannot be used in the 
passive. 
© Vv +nipron + prep 

2v+nifpran+ prep +n 


get ‘off on sth, get ‘off on doing sth Gnor- 


maD to become very excited by sth, often ln a sex- 
ual way or because of drugs: She seems to get off 
on shouting at people. 

® v+adv+ prep 


get ‘off with sb; get ‘off together (informal, 


especially BrE) to start a sexual or romantic rela- 


Pe Pe 


tionship with sb: Sam got off with Kate at the 
party. > Sam and Kate got off together at the 
party. ò He was trying to get off with her. 

®© v+ adv + prep « v+ adv «adv 


get ‘on 1 (also get a’long) (with sb/together) to 
have a friendly relationship with sb: My mum 
and J never really got on (together). © Do you get 
along allright with your boss? o Do you and your 
boss get along all right? o I'm glad you get on so 
well with her. 2 (with sth) to start an activity or 
continue doing sth, especially after an interrup- 
tion: Be quiet and get on with your dinner! © Let's 
get on with the meeting. o She got on with the job 
quietly. o If you're going to tell us, just geton with 
it! © I'd love to talk but I must get on. © All I want 
ts to get on with my life. 3 (In sth) to be successful 
in your career: She's keen to get on in her career. © 
Having contacts ts the only way to get on in the art 
world. 4 (also get a'long) (with sth) used to talk 
about how well sb is doing a task, managing a 
situation, etc: How’s Jan getting on at college? o 
Are you getting on alright with your project? > I 
can get along without him easily. o ’mnot getting 
on very fast with this job. © How did you get on in 
your exams? § (often used in the progressive 
tenses) to leave a place, because you have lots to 
do: It’s time we were getting on. > see also GET 
ALONG l 

@ v+adv 

be getting ‘on 1 (of a person) to be becoming 
old 2 (of time) to be becoming late: The time’s get- 
ting on — we ought to be going. be, getting ‘on 
for... tobe near a particular time, age or number: 
It must be getling on for midnight. © I think he’s 
getting on for 40. be, getting ‘on towards/ 
toward... (especially AmE) to be near a particu- 
lar time, especially a time that is late: 7f must be 
getting on toward midnight by nou 
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reka 


was very lucky to get onto the course. 4 (also get 
‘onto sth) to be dropped, rubbed, etc. on sth; to 
fall on sth: How did that mud get on the carpet? © 
Be careful that the ot! doesn't get onto your clothes. 
© v~+prep 


‘get on sth: ‘get sb on sth used especially in 


offices to mean to make telephone calls, or to con- 
tact sb by phone: TH pet on the phone and find out 
exactly what he wants. © I couldn't get him on the 
Dhone all day. ò Shall I get her on the line? 

Get sb on sth is not used in the passive. 

© v+prep è v ¢n/pron + prep 


get sth 'on 1 to put on, or to manage to put on, an 


item of clothing, jewellery, etc: Get your coat on 

and we'll go for a walk. © My finger’s swollen and 

[can’t get my ring on. coat, shoes S5FF) get 

sth off 2 to start preparing or cooking a meal, a 

drink, ete: It’s nearly 60 'clock. I must get the din- 

ner on. © Get the kettle on and make us a nice cup 

of tea. GED dinner, kettie 

put sth on 

MIA Get sth on is not used in the passive. 

@® 1v+n/pron+adv + v+ adv +n (less frequent) 
2v>n/pron + adv 

EI get it ‘on (with sb) (slang, especially AmE) to 

have sex with sb 


get sb/sth ‘on sth (also get sb/sth ‘onto sth 


less frequent) 1 to manage to put sb/sth onto a 
place: It took four people to get the piano on the 
Stage. © Get him onto a chair ana call an ambu- 
lance. 2 to make sth reach a particular state or 
condition: How did you get mud on your coat? 
Get sb/sth on sth is not used in the 
passive, 

® v+nipron+ prep 

EA get your ‘hands on sb/sth to find, obtain or 
catch sb/sth: J’?! need anything I can get my hands 
on. > Just wait until I get my hands on him! 


PP TTT TLL a Se 


get sb ‘onto sth: get sb ‘on to sth 1 to intro- 


duce sb to sth, especially sth harmful: Who got 
her onto drugs in the first place? 2 to make sb 
start discussing a particular subject: Don’t get 
Ken onto politics or we'll be here all night! 

get sb off sth 

Get sb onto sth cannot be used in the 
passive. 

®© v + nipron+ prep + v+n/pron + adv + prep 


get sb/sth ‘onto sth = cet SB/STH ON STH 
get ‘out 1 if news, etc. gets out, it becomes 


known, even though people are trying to keep ita 
secret: If word gets out there'll be trouble. o 
When it got out that we'd won the lottery, we 
couldn't escape press photographers. laak 
out 2 to have a social life outside your home: You 
need io get out more. 8¥) go out > see also GET 
AROUND 3 3 Get out! (AME, informal) used to 
show that you do not believe sth: Get out! Ed actu- 
ally said that? 

@® v + adv 


get ‘out; get ‘out of sth 1 to leave or go out of 


a place such as a car, a lift, a room or a house: The 
car door opened and a tall man got out. © [havea 
lot af trouble getting out of bed in the mornings. © 
Close the door to stop the heat getting out. © Get 
out and don’t come back! o Do you need help get- 
ling out of the bath? 1025 get in, get into sth 2 to 
Jeave a bus, train, plane, etc. that you are travel- 
ling in: The bus driver will tell you where to get 
oul, YOPP) get on, get on sth > see also GET OFF, 
GET OFF STH 1 3 to manage to find a way out of a 
place: It’s very difficult getting out of the city in 
the rush hour. o The thieves must have got out 
through the window. 4 to leave a place, an organ- 
ization, etc. in order to avoid difficulty or danger: 
They were able to get out of the country before the 
war started. o The company’s in trouble — you 
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get out of 


get sth ‘out; get sth ‘out of sth 1 to remove 


or take sth out of a place, a container, etc: Get 
your violin out and we'll start the lesson. © He 
started to get his wallet out (of his pocket) (= to 
pay) but I insisted on paying. o PH need to get 
some money out (= out of the bank). © She got out 
her cigarettes and offered me one. © J’ll try and get 
that book out of the library. o (figurative) I can’t 
gel the argument out af my mind. take sth 
out, take sth out of sth 2 to remove a Stain, etc. 
from sth: Did you manage to get out that oil stain? 
o I can't get the red wine out of the carpet. OBI] 
stain 
®© v > n/pron+ adv + v + adv +n (less frequent!) +» 

v +n/pron + adv + prep 
get sth out of your ‘system (informad to do 
or say sth so that you no longer feel a very strong 
emotion or have a very strong desire: J need to get 
the anger out of my system. > You'll feel better 
once you've got it all out of your system. 


get ‘out of sth 1 (also gat ‘out of doling sth) to 


avoid a responsibility or duty; to not do sth that 
you ought to do: We promised we'd go — we can't 
getoutof itnow. o I'll see if Ioan get out af going 
to the meeting. 2 to stop having a particular 
habit: 7 can’t get out of the habit of waking up 
early. o [don’t want the children to get out of their 
routine. © Try to get out of the habit of eating 
between meals. DEJ habit, routine get into 
sth 3 to escape from a difficult situation: Some- 
times I feel I'U never get out af debt, © How are we 
going to get out of this mess? CEJ debt, mess, 
trouble gat Into sth 4 ta remove an item of 
clothing: Come in and get out of those wet clothes. 
gat Into sth 

© v+ adv + prep 

> ‘get-out n [usually sing.] a way of avoiding sth; 
an excuse: They're looking for a good get-out. ò 


The agreement contains a number of get-out 
clauses. 

get ‘out of sth; get sb/yourself ‘out of sth 
to escape from a particular state or condition, 
especially a bad or unpleasant one; to make or 
help sb do this: Jack always uses his wits to get 


get ‘on; get ‘on sth 1 (also get ‘onto sth) to get 
into a bus, plane, train, etc: How did he manage to 
get on the wrong plane? ò Did Jack manage to get corre oe iia 
on? © Did anyone see Sue getting onto the bus? 685 © v+ adv’ prep 
plane, bus, train board, board sth (more .9@t ‘on to =GET ONTO 
formal) YOR) get off, get off sth Entersth ,get‘onto sb; get ‘on to sb 1 (informa) tocon- 


should get out while you can. 
® v+adv « V+ adv+prep 

get sb ‘out (in cricket) to end the time when sb is 
hitting the ball, for example by forcing them to 
make a mistake: Jf England can get Richards out, 


get ‘on at sb to criticize sb a lot: She’s always 


cannot be used with this meaning. 2 (also get 
‘onta sth) to move your body so that you are 
standing, sitting or lying on sth: He gor on his 
bikeand rode off o How did the rabbit get onto the 
table? SOP) get off, get off sth 3 to leave one 
road and join another: You’ll need to get on the 
motorway at Birmingham. 

@ v+adv « v+prep 

get ‘on sth 1 (to sb) to pick up the telephone and 
try to call sb: Get on the phone (to them) and tell 
them you can't come. phone, telephone, line 
get off sth 2 (also gat ‘onto sth) to be suc- 
cessful in being chosen to do sth such as be ona 
radio or television programme, etc: She’d do 
anything to get on the telly. 3 (also get ‘onto sth) 
to gain a place on a course, a committee, etc: J 


tact sb, especially by telephone or letter: If 
you've got a complaint you'd better get onto the 
manager. 2 to become aware of sb’s activities, 
especially ones they want to keep secret: J don’t 
want the police getting onto me. > see also BR 
ONTO SB 

@ v+prep « v+adv «prep 


get ‘onto sth 1 =cet on STH 2,3,4 2 (also get ‘on 


to sth) to begin to discuss a new subject: We 
somehow got onto the subject of exams. © It’s time 
we got onto the question of cost. subject, 
question 3 (also get ‘on to sth) (spoken, infor- 
manl to start working on or thinking about sth: 
Iii get onto it right away. > see also BE ONTO STH 
4 =GET ON, GET ON STH 1,2 

® v+ prep 


they might win the match. 
© v+nipron+ adv + v + adv +n (less frequent) 


get sb ‘out: get sb ‘out of sth to help or make 


sb leave a place: Get everyone out (= out of a 
building) quickly! o I couldn't get the kids out of 
bed this morning. © (figurative) I can't get her out 
of my mina. 

® v+nipron + adv + v+n/pron+ adv + prep 


get sth ‘out 1 to say sth with difficulty: She was 


laughing so much she could hardly get the words 
out. © [wanted to tell him how I felt, but I couldn't 
get it out, 653 words 2 to produce or publish sth: 
Will we get the book out by the end of the year? 
Get sth out is not used in the passive. 

® v+nipron+ adv « v+ adv +n (less frequent) 


out of trouble. o The situation ts getting out of 
control. o Who can get us out of this mess? © This 
new job should help me get out of debt. 

3557) get into sth; get sb/yourself Into sth 

W Get sb out of sth cannot be used in the 
passive. 

®© v+adv+ prep + v +n/pron + adv + prep 


get sth ‘out of sb to obtain sth from sb, usually 


by persuading or threatening them: The police 
have got a confession out of her. o It’s not worth 
trying to get money out of him! o I couldn't get a 
word out of her. 

word, money, the best 

® v+nipron + adv + prep 


get out of 118 


got sth ‘out of sth; get sth ‘out of doing 
sth to gain, obtain or achieve sth from a particu- 
lar occasion, situation or activity: Ske seems to 
get a lot out of life. o He gets a lot of pleasure out 
of buying presents for the children. © I didn't get 
much out of the conference. > I don't feel she’s get- 
ting the most out of her studies. o John gets a 
kick out of (= gets a lot of pleasure and excite- 
ment from) driving fast cars. 
pleasure, enjoyment 
® v+nipron + adv + prep 

get ‘over (aiso get yourself ‘over informal) 
{+adv/prep] to go to a place or to arrive some- 
where: How much wilt it cost you to get over to Ire- 
land? o I'd better get over there right now to see 
her © Get yourself over there now and tell him 
how you feel. 
@ v+ adv $ v+ pron + adv 

get ‘over sb/sth to return to your usual state of 
health, happiness, etc. after the end of a relation- 
ship with sb, an illness, a shock, etc: He never 
really got over Jennifer (= when their relation- 
ship finished). o I'm still getting over my cold. > 
My pride was hurt, but I'll get over it. 
®© v+ prep 

get ‘over sth 1 to deal with or gain control of 
sth: Eddy's got to learn to get over his shyness. 
shyness, problem overcome sth 
Get over sth can be used in the passive in this 
meaning: I think the problem can be got over with- 
out too much difficulty, 2 (informal) (usually used 
in a negative sentence with can’t or couldn't) to 
believe that sth surprising or unexpected really 
did happen or is true: J can’t get over (= Pm very 
surprised or shocked by) kow much she's 
changed! belleve sth 3 to climb or cross sth 
high: Can you get over the wall on your own? 
® v+ prep 

get sb ‘over [+adv/prep) to arrange for sb to go or 
come to a place: Get a reporter over here straight 
away! o Shall we get my parents over for dinner 
tonight? 
Get sb over is not used in the passive. 
@ v+nipron + adv 

get sth ‘over 1 (to sb) = GET STH ACROSS (TO SB) 
2 (informal) to complete sth necessary and ust- 
ally unpleasant: Can we just get this test over? o 
Lel’s tell her the news now and get it over with. o 
PH be glad to get the exam over and done with. 
Get sth over is not used in the passive. 
@ 1+ n/pron + adv + v+adven 

2 v+ n/pron + adv 
get yourself ‘over [+adv/prep) = GET OVER 
get sb/sth 'over sth =GET SB/STH ACROSS STH 


get sth ‘over sth to make sth reach a particular 
state or condition: How did you manage to get 
chocolate all over your clean T-shirt? 
Get sth over stb is not used in the passive. 
® v + n/pron + prep 


get ‘past: get ‘past sb/sth (also get ‘by. get 


‘by sth less frequent) 4 to manage to move past 
sb/sth: He tried to get past them and run for the 
door. o Once we get past this ruck I can speed up. 
2 to pass sb/sth without being noticed, caught or 
stopped: It'll be difficult to get past the ticket col- 
lector without paying. © The movie will never get 
past the censors. o Very few goals get past the 
goalkeeper. 

© v> adv e v+ prep 


get ‘past sth =cET BEYOND STH 1,2 
get sb/sth ‘past sb/sth 1 to manage to move 


sb/sth past sb/sth; 7 couldn't get the baby’s buggy 
past the car parked on the pavement. 2 to make 
sb/sth go past sb/sth without being noticed, 
stopped or caught: You won't get any goals past 
him! o How did you get your article past the 
editor? 

Gi Get sth past sb/sth is not used in the 
passive. 

@ v+nipron + prep 


get ‘round; get ‘round sth (BrE) (also get 


a‘round, get a'round sth AmE, BrE) 1 (in sport, 
a race, etc.) to complete a course and return ta 
the beginning. How long did it take you to get 
round (the course)? 2 to fit in a circle around a 
table, etc: Can we all get round (the table)? 

© v+ adv è v+ prep 


get ‘round sb (also get a'round sb especially 


AmE) to persuade sb to let you do or have sth, or 
to do what you want, often by being nice to them: 
FH try and get round my dad tonight and per- 
suade him to give us a lift. 

Get round/around sb can be used in the 
passive, but this is not common: Do you think 
your brother can be got around? 

® v* prep 


get ‘round sth (BrE) 1 =GET AROUND STR 1 2 = 


GET AROUND 8TH 2 3 (also get a‘round sth espe- 
cially AmE) to deal with a problem successfully: 
toavoid sth: There's no getting round it. We're just 
going to have to pay. © A clever lawyer might be 
able to get round that clause. In this mean- 
ing, get round sth can be used in the passive: 
There musi be a way these rules can be got round. 


© v+prep 


get round/a'round to sth; get ‘round/ 


a'round to doing sth to find the time to do 
sth: J haven't got round to asking him yet. © One 
of these days I’li get around to buying a new car. o 
I'm going to write to Uncle Joe. but I haven't got 
around to H yet. 
®© v + adv + prep 


get ‘through 1 (to sb) to make contact with sb by 


telephone: I tried ringing you but I couldn't get 
through. o We had great trouble getting through 
to the right person on the phone. 2 (to sb) to make 
sb understand or accept what you say to them, 
especially when you are trying to help them: 7 


1)$ 


don’t feel I’m getiing through (to her). © Do you 
think the message is getting through? © Howcan I 
get it through to him that he’s wasting his life in 
that job? 3 (to sb/sth) to succeed in reaching a 
place or a person: Thousands of refugees will dle 
if these supplies don’t get through (to them). 4 (to 
sth) to reach the next stage of a competition: 
Henman got through to the final. © [really wasn’t 
expecting to get through! 

® v + adv 


get ‘through; get ‘through sth 1 to survivea 


difficult or unpleasant experience or period in 
your life: He wouldn't have got through (it) with- 
out her. o I don’t Know how I got through the day. 
day survive, survive sth Get 
through sth can be used in the passive in this 
meaning: These difficult times Just have to be got 
through. > see also GET SB THROUGH, GET SB 
THROUGH STH 1 2 to be successful in an examin- 
ation, a test, etc: Tom Jatled but his sister got 
through. © The whole class gol through the exam. 
exam S8Ys) pass, pass sth 3 to manage to 
pass through a hole, gap, etc. to reach the other 
side: The gap's not very wide. Do you think you 
can gel through? Sophie's probably small 
enough to pet through the window. o The sun was 
still trying to get through (the clouds). win- 
dow > see aisO GET STH THROUGH, GET STH 
THROUGH STH 2 4 to be officially approved or 
accepted: Do you think the bill will get through 
(Congress)? BEJ Parllament, Congress > see 
also GET STH THROUGH, GET STH THROUGH STH 1 
® v+adv e v+prep 


get ‘through sth 1 (especially BrE) to use up the 


amount or quantity of sth mentioned: She gets 
through forty cigarettes a day. Have we got 
through all that milk already? 2 to manage to do 
or complete sth: T've got a lot of work to get 
through today. o We must get through the sylla- 
bus before the end of the year. work 

Get through sth can be used in the pas- 
sive: There are a lot af jobs to be got through. 


® v+ prep 


get sb ‘through; get sb ‘through sth 1 to 


help sb survive a difficult or unpleasant experi- 
ence or period in their life: 7n depending on luck 
to get me through. o A good breakfast will help 
you get through the morning. > see also GET 
THROUGH, GET THROUGH STH 1 2 to help sb to be 
successful ig an examination, a test, etc: My 
mum got me through my driving test. o These 
grades should just get me through. > see also GET 
THROUGH, GET THROUGH STH 2 3 (to sth) to help a 
player or team to reach the next stage of a com- 
petition: He was responsible for getting them 
through that round. © A stroke of luck may get us 
through to the final. 

Get sb through and get sb through sth 
are not used in the passive. 

® v+n/pron + adv è v+n/pron + prep 


get together 


get sth ‘through (to sb/sth) to manage to send 


sth to a person or place: I really need to get a mes- 
sage through to them. © We must get food through 
to Ethiopia. 

Get sth through is not used in the passive. 
@ v + nforon + adv 


get sth ‘through: get sth ‘through sth 1 to 


make sth be officially approved or accepted: J’m 
still trying to get the proposal through. © Will he 
manage to get the bill through parliament? 
bill 2 to cause sth to pass through sth: Can you 
pet your car through the gate? 6 My hair was so 
tangled that I couldn't get a comb through tt. 

Get sth through and get sth through sth 
are not used in the passive. 

-> see also GET THROUGH, GET THROUGH STH 3 

© v+nipron> adv è v+ n/pron + prep 


‘get to sb (informal) to begin to annoy, anger, 


upset or affect sb, even though they try not to let 
it: His constant nagging is beginning to get to her: 
© Don’t let her get to you. © Seeing him so sad 
really got to me. 

© v+ prep 


‘get to sth to arrive at a place or reach a particu. 


lar situation, age, time, etc: The train gets to Lon- 
don at 6 o'clock. ò I didn't get to bed until after 
midnight last night. > It’s got to the stage/point 
where I don’t want to go home. o When you get to 
my age you’re a bit more relaxed about things. © 
It got to 4 o'clock and she still hadn’t arrived. o I 
wonder where Anthony’s got to (= where he 
is/what he is doing)? 

bed, stage, point 

© v + prep 


‘get to doing sth to reach the point where you 


Go sth; to begin to do sth: He got to thinking that 
perhaps she wouldn't come after all. 
© v + prep 


get to'gether (with sb) 1 to meet with sb for 


social purposes or to discuss or organize sth: We 
must get together for a drink some time. © The 
management should get together with the union to 
discuss their differences. o Local residents have 
got together and started a petition. 2 to begina 
relationship with sb: Did you two get together 
(with each other) at university? > see also GET 
BACK WITH SB, GET BACK TOGETHER 

® v + adv 

> ‘get-together 7 (informal an informal social 
meeting, a small party: a family get-together o 
We're having a little get-together to celebrate 
Jane's exam results. 


get A and B to'gether to help two people begin 


a romantic relationship with each other: 7 was 
the one who got them together. 

YY bring A and B together 

fees Get sb together is not used in the passive. 
® v + nipron + adv 


get together 120 | 121 give out 


get sb/sth to'gether to bring people or things energy 2 to organize sth such as a public event Give jgiv/ (gave /gerv/given /‘givn/) hand sth back (to sb}: return sth (to sb) 


together in one place: She's getting her things 
together ready to leave. > Do you think you could 
get together a team for Saturday’s match? o We're 
getting a band together. ò (figurative) We'll need 
some time to get our ideas together and come up 
with a plan. © Can you get the money together by 
Friday? o Do you think you can get together a pro- 
posal by next week? o I haven't got anything 
together for the trip. 

@ v+o/pron+adv + v+advetn 

get your ‘act together (informal to become 
properly organized in order to be able to deal 
with or achieve sth: If Ae gets Ais act together he 
could be very successful, o The government needs 
to get its act together on unemployment. get it 
to'gether (with sb) (informal) 1 to start a roman- 
tic or sexual relationship with sh: / didn’t know 
Bill and Gina had got it together! 2 to become 
properly organized in order to be able to deal 
with or achieve sth: The team needs to get it 
together Uf they want to win the match. 

get yourself to'gether to manage to control 
your feelings in a difficult situation: She paused 
outside the door to get herself together. 

pull yourself together 

@ v+ pron + adv 

get ‘up 1 to stand after sitting, Kneeling, etc: 
Everyone got up when the President came in. o He 
gotup slowly from his chair o Get up off the floor! 
2 [+ adv/prep] to visit or travel to a place (usually 
somewhere further north in the country): When 
are you going to get up to Glasgow for a vist? o He 
doesn't get up to see me very often. o I won't beable 
to get up there until Wednesday. get down 3 
if the sea or the wind gets up, it increases in 
strength and becomes violent: As the sun went 
down, a breeze got up. 

© v + adv 

> get-up-and-'go n [U] (informat the quality of 
being energetic and determined: She's got lots of 
get-up-and-go. 

get ‘up; get sb ‘up to get out of bed; to make sb 
get out of bed: What time do you usually get up? © 
Could you get me up early tomorrow? œ Get up, 
you lazy thing! 

@ vt adv + v+n/pron+adv 

get ‘up; get ‘up sth to climb to the top of sth 
such as a hill, steps, etc: How did the cat get up 
there? o He can't really get up the stairs on his 
own. o We used rapes to pet up the mountain. o l 
had to get up on the desk and shout to get some- 
body's attention. 

U5 mountain, hill, stairs, steps get 
down, get down sth 

@ v+adyv + v+prep 

get ‘up sth 1 to make yourself feel excited, full of 
energy, etc: I'm trying to get up the enthusiasm 
to do some Christmas shopping. enthuslasm, 


or action: Parents are getting up a petition 
against the closure of the local school. o We're get- 
ling up a party for her birthday. 
@ Iveadven 
2vtadven eo vtpront+adyv + v+n+adv (rare) 
get up ‘speed to start to go faster: We'll be 
able to get up speed once we gel onto the motorway. 
get sb/sth ‘up 1 (to sth) to send or move sb/sth to 
another place, often a place further north in the 
country: We need to get somebody up there 
straight away. © How can we get all our equip- 
ment up to Leeds? OEP) get sb/sth down 2 (also 
get sb/sth ‘up sth) to move sb/sth from a lower 
position to a higher one: Can you gel me up onto 
the chair? o How did you get the bed up the stairs? 
get sb/sth down; get sb/sth down sth 
Get sb/sth up is not used in the passive. 
@ v+nipron+ adv 2 also v +n/pron + prep 
get sth ‘up 1 to build sth; to put sth into an 
upright position: They gut the building up in just 
a few months. o Can you get the tent up while Igo 
and find water? 2 if sb gets their hopes up, they 
start to hope and believe that sth they want will 
happen: T don’t want to get your hopes up, but 
there will probably be a place on the course for 
you. only hopes 
fel Get sth up is not used in the passive. 
@ v+ni/pron + adv 
get sb’s ‘back up (informal) to annoy sb: He 
really gets my back up when he behaves like that! 
get it ‘up (siang) (of a man) to become sexually 
excited so that the penis is hard and upright 
get sb/yourself 'up asin sth to dress sb/your- 
self in unusual or strange clothes: She was got 
up as an Indian princess. 
© v+nipron + adv + prep 
> ‘get-up n (old-fashioned, informal a set of 
clothes, usually an unusual or strange one: He 
looked ridiculous in that get-up! 
get ‘up to sth 1 to reach a particular point: We 
got up to page 72 last lesson. o [ve got to get up to 
intermediate level in French in a year 2 (infor- 
mal) to be doing or be involved in sth, especially 
sth that is surprising or unpleasant: What on 
earth wili he get up to next? o What have you kids 
been getting up to? o The boys are lively and get 
up to mischief ail day. © She's been getting up to 
her oid tricks again! 
© v+adv+ prep 


ginger /dsindga(r): 


ginger sb/sth ‘up (BrE) to make sb/sth more 
active, interesting or exciting: Some dancing 
would ginger up the party. o They need some 
excitement to ginger them up a bit. 
@® vt+tadv+n + v+nipron+ adv 


~ away ~ out 

~ back 122 ~ over 

~ for ~ over to 
~in ~ up 

~ of = upon 
~ off ~up to 
~ onto 


give sb a'way 1 (in a marriage ceremony) to 


lead the woman who is getting married to the 
man she is going to marry and formally allow 
her to marry him: Her father gave her away. 2 
(Brid to give a baby or a child to another person 
to take care of as their own child: She had never 
understood why her mother had given her away. 
-> see also GIVE SB UP 2 

@ v+nipron+ adv « vtadven 


give sb/sth/yourself a'way to do or say sth 


that shows sth about sb/sth/yourself that was a 
secret: If was her eyes that gave her away (= 
showed how she really felt). o He never gives very 
much away about himself o She had given away 
state secrets to the enemy. o I found I could tell lies 
confidently without giving myself away. 

684] nothing, anything, little betray sb/sth/ 
yourself (more formal 

@ vtadv+n ¢ v+n/pron+ adv 

I give the 'game away to tell a secret, espe- 
cially by accident: to show sth that has been hid- 
den: [don’t want to give the game away by telling 
you how the movie ends. 

> ‘giveaway 7 (informal something that makes 
you guess the real truth about sth: He said he was 
French, but his accent was a dead giveaway! 
(= showed clearly that he was not French) 

<> see diso GIVEAWAY at GIVE STH AWAY 


give sth a'way to give sth to sb as a gift: He 


decided to give most of Ris money away. o We have 
200 tickets to give away free to our viewers. 

®© v+nipront adv « vtadvtn 

+ ‘giveaway n (informal something that a com- 
pany gives frec, usually with a product for sale, 
to persuade people to buy it 

> see adiso GIVEAWAY At GIVE SB/STH/YOURSELF 
AWAY 

> ‘give-away adj [only before noun) (tnfarmal 
(of prices) very low 


give sb ‘back (to sb) to return a child to its par- 


ents: We love our grandchildren dearly, bul we are 
happy to give them back at the end of theday! 
© vinipron+ adv + vtadvin 


give sth 'back (to sb) to return sth to its owner: 


You can't have i. Give it back! o Have you given 
back the money you borrowed from your father? © 
Can you lend me $20? PU give it back to you later © 
The new law gives some power back to the people. 
o (figurative) The operation gave him back the 
use of his legs. 


enore formal) 

In informal language give sb back sth 
and, less often, give sb sth back are also used: 
Could you give me back my pen? > Could you give 
me my pen back? In very informal spoken Eng- 
lish, you can also sav: IH give you it back tomor 
row or I'll give it you back tomorrow. 

@ v+nipron+ adv è vtadvtn 


‘give sth for sth to pay or give a particular 


amount to have or do sth: How much did you give 
for the car? © I'd give anything for a cold beer. 
Give sth for sth is not used in the passive. 
® v+nipron+ prep 


give ‘in (to sb/sth) f to accept that you have been 


defeated or persuaded by sh: f give in - you'll 
have to tell me the answer o Eventually I gave in 
to temptation and had an ice cream. 2 to finally 
agree to do sth that you do not want to do: We 
mustn't give in to terrorist demands. o She gives 
in to the children all the time to avoid arguments. 
TOPF) hold out (against sb/sth) 

@ vt adv 


give sth ‘in (to sb) to hand sth to sb in authority, 


for example a teacher: Please give pour test in (fo 
the teacher) when you ve finished. 

Y8Y¥N) hand sth in (to sb) 

@ v+nipron+adv e vtadvtn 


‘give of sth: ‘give of yourself (formal) to give 


your time or money willingly to help other 
people without expecting them to do anything 
for you: She's always willing to give of her time to 
help the homeless. o The teacher encourages all 
the children to give of their best. 

time, best 

© v+prep + v+prep+pron 


give ‘off sth; give itthem ‘off 1 to produce 


sth suchas heat, light, smoke, ete: Burning apple 
wood gives off a pleasing smell smell, 
aroma, light, gas > see also GIVE STH OUT 2 2 to 
give a particular impression by the way you look 
or behave: She gave off an air of confidence. 

EEH A noun must always follow off, but a pro- 
noun comes between the verb and off. 

@ vtadvt+n è v+ pron + adv (less frequent) 


‘give onto sth (Br) if a door, a window, etc. 


gives onto sth, it has a view of it or leads dir- 
ectly to it: French windows give onto a baicony. 
®© v + prep 


give ‘out 1 to come to an end; to be used up: My 


patience finally pave out. o We were fine until the 
batteries tn the torch gave out. run out 2 if 
an engine, 4 machine, etc. gives out, it stops 
working, especially because it is old or damaged: 
One of the plane's engines gave out. o (igurative) 
His heart gave out just before his eightieth birth- 
day. break down 

@ vtadv 


give out 


give sth ‘out 1 to hand sth to a lot of people: The 
teacher Rave out the exam. papers. > Ill write up 
the report and give tt out to the whole department. 
cards, leafiets hand sth out (to sb) 
tn informal spoken language give sb ont 
sth is also used: I'll give you out the cards later. 2 
to produce sth, such as light or heat: That lamp 
doesn't give out a lot of light. WEJ ilght, heat, 
noise > see also GIVE OFF STH, GIVE ([T/THEM OFF | 
3 (BrE) to tell people sth or broadcast sth: Ne 
details of the accident have been given out vet. o 
The leader of the opposition has given out that 
she is resigning. information Give sth 
out is often used in the passive in this meaning. 
& vt+adv+n «vtnipron+ adv 
give ‘over (BrE, spoken, informal) used to tell sb 
to stop doing sth: Give over! T can't work with you 
shouting like that. 
@ v + adv 
give sb/sth ‘over to sb to let sb have sb/sth so 
that they can look after or have responsibility for 
them/sit: We gave the house over to my uncle when 
we went fo live abroad. 
$ v+npron + adv+ prep + v+adv+n+ prep 
give sth ‘over to sth to use sth only for a par- 
ticular activity or purpose: The newspapers gave 
six pages over to the tragedy. o Much of the coun- 
iryside is given over to agriculture. 
Give sth over to sth is often used in the 
passive. 
© v+n/pron+ adv + prep » v+adv+n+ prep 
give yourself 'over/up to sth: give your- 
self ‘over/up to doing sth to spend all your 
time and energy on sth; to allow sth to com- 
pletely control] your life: After his wife's death, he 
seemed to give himself over to despair © I want to 
give myself over to writing full-time. 
@ v+ pron + adv + prep 
give ‘up: give sth ‘up; give 'up doing sth 1 
to stop trying to do sth, usually because it is too 
difficult: She doesn't give up easily — she keeps on 
trying. o I tried to fix the car myself but gave up 
the attempt after a couple of hours. o I’ve given 
up trying to understand her. > seé also GIVE iN (TO 
sn/stH) 2 to stop doing or having sth that you 
consider unhealthy: {t's about time you gave up 
smoking. 
@ viadv ¢ v+ady +n + v+prontadv + v+n+adv 
(less frequent) + v + adv * -ing 
give sb ‘up 1 to stop having a friendship or a 
relationship with sb; I’m not going to give up all 
my friends just because I’m getting married. o He 
gave her up for a younger woman. 2 to give a baby 
to sb else to bring up: She gave the baby up for 
adoption. > see also GIVE S8 AWAY 2 3 (also give 
‘up on sb especially AmE) to stop hoping that sb 
will arrive or is still alive: Where have you been? 
We'd given you up! 
@ v+nipron+ adv + v+ adv +n 2 also v + adv + prep 


~ 


122 


a give sb up for ‘lost/dead (formal) to no 
longer hope or expect that sb will arrive or is still 
alive 


give sth ‘up 1 to stop doing or having sth: He's 


given up the idea of becoming a model. o She'd 
given up all hope of seeing him again. 2 (to sb) 
to let sb else have sth, sometimes because they 
need it more than you: Children rarely give up 
their seats to older people on buses now (= stand 
up so that they can sit down). 3 (to sb) to hand 
sth over to sb else: Do I have to give up my cid 
passport when I apply for a new one? 4 to spend 
time doing sth when you would normally be 
doing sth else: Thanks Jor giving up your time to 
come and help us. time. the morning, etc. 5 
(for sb/to do sth) to stop doing or having sth that 
you enjoy so that you can do or achieve sth that 
you consider more important: J gave up every- 
thing for my family. o She gave ti all up to be with 
him. 
Rig Give sth up is not often used in the passive. 
@ vi+advin « v+prontadv + vt+n+adv (less fre- 
quent) 3 v+nipron+adv « v+advtn 
let’s give it up for sb (spoken, informal, espe- 
cially AmE) used to ask people to hit their hands 
together several times (to clap) to show they 
approve of sb or have enjoyed sth 


give yourself ‘up (to sb/sth) to allow yourself to 


be arrested or captured: After a week on the run 
he gave himseif up to the police. 

surrender (to sb/sth) 

© v+pron+ adv 


give ‘up on sb (informal) 1 to lose hope that sb 


will get better, change, etc: /’ve given up on her. 
She never replies to my letters. o His teachers seem 
to have given up on him. 2 (especially AmE) = 
GIVE SB UPS 

@ vt+adviprep 


give ‘up on sth (informal to stop hoping that 


sth will be successful or will happen: I haven't 
given up on my marriage yet © I think we can 
save it). o Have you given up an the idea of emi- 
grating? 

@ v+adv+ prep 


give yourself 'up to sth; give yourself ‘up 


to doing sth = GIVE YOURSELF OVER/UP TO STH, 
GIVE YOURSELF OVER/UP TO DOING STH 


glance ighams: AmE glaens/ 
glance ‘off sth if a ball, etc. glances off sth, it 


touches it lightly and moves away from it in a dif- 
ferent direction: The ball glanced off the goal 
post into the net. 

© vt prep 


glance ‘off/on sth if light glances offon sth, 


it flashes on a surface or is reflected from it: the 
sun glancing on water 
@&v+prep 


123 


glance 'over/‘through sth to look at or read 
sth very quickly and not very thoroughly: Could 
you glance over this document for me? o I glanced 
through a magazine while I waited. 
book, list 
® v+ prep 


glaze gler; 


glaze ‘over if a person's eyes glaze over, the 
person begins to look very bored or tired: Her 
eyes glazed over when they started talking about 
football. o I started to glaze over at that point, 
MA Glaze can also be used with the same 
meaning: Her eves glazed with wars. 
@ viadv 


g lom iglom AmE gla:m/ (-mm-} 


glom ‘onto sth (AmE, slang) to become very 
interested in sth such as a new fashion or an 
idea: The whole nation giommed onto the scandal. 


@ v + prep 


glory glari; (glories, glorying, gloried. 
gloried) 

‘glory in sth (literary) 1 to get great pleasure or 
enjoyment from sth: He gloried in his son's suc- 
cess. oT gloried in the beauty of the scenery. 2 to 


go after 


~ about 128 ~in fòr 

~ about together ~ in with 

~ about with ~ into 

~ aCTOSS ~ off 

~ after 129 ~ off with 
124 ~ against ~on 

~ ahead - 130 ~ out, out of 

~ along ~ out for 

~ along with ~ out of 

~ around ~ over 

~ around together 131 ~ over to 

~ around with ~ past 
125 ~at = round 

~ away ~ round together 

~ away with ~ round with 

~ back ~ through 

~ back on 132 ~ through with 

~ back over ~to 

~ back to ~ together 
126 ~ before ~ towards 

~ beyond ~ under 

~ by ~up 

~ down ~ up against 
127 ~downen ~upto 

~ down to ~ with. 

~ down with ~ without 

~ for 133 ~ up against 

~ forth ~ up to 

~ forward ~ with 

~in ~ without 


take pleasure in sth: She seemed to glory in his 90 a'bout: go a’bout sth; go a’bout doing 


failure. 
® v+prep 


sth (BrE) = GO AROUND, GO AROUND STH, GO 
AROUND DOING STH 


‘go about sth to continue to do sth in your usual 


gloss 'glos; AmE glo:s, glas’ 


gloss ‘over sth to treat sth such as a problem, 
mistake, etc, as if it was not important and avoid 
discussing it in detail: The manager giossed over 
the team's recent defeat. o The movie glosses over 
the real issues of the war 


way, especially after sth unusual has happened; 
to keep busy with sth: Eoerybody was going 
about their business as usual. 

663) your business, the business of..., work, 
task 

© v+prep 


CET Gloss over sth can be used in the passive: 80 a'bout sth: go a'bout doing sth to start 


This question has been glossed over by politicians. 
® v+ prep 


gnaw ino: 


‘gnaw at $b to make sb feel gradually more anx- 
ious or annoyed over a long period of time: These 
doubts had been gnawing at him for some time. 
© v+prep 

gnaw a'way at sth to gradually havea harmful 
effect on sth over a long period of time: His atti- 
tude towards her gnawed away at her confidence. 
@ v+adv+ prep 


GO gou; AmE gou/ (goes /gauz; AME gouz/went 
iwent/gone /gon; AmE gamn, gam’) 

Been is used as the past participle of g 
when sb has gone somewhere and come back. 
go a'bout: go a'bout sth (BrE) =co AROUND, 

GO AROUND STH 3 


to work at sth; to approach or deal with sth: f 
want to help, but don’ tknow how to go about it. o 
How should I go about finding a job? o You're not 
going about it the right way. o It seems a strange 
way of going about things. 

things ZY™® set about sth, set about doing 
sth; tackle sth 

© v+ prep 


.go a'bout with sb; go a'bout together (8rF) 


=GO AROUND WITH $B, GO AROUND TOGETHER 


go a'cross; go a'cross sth to cross a room, a 


road, a river, etc. in order to get to the other side: 
We borrowed a boat and went across to the island. 
© Can you go across the road to the store for me? 
@ v+adv +» vtprep 


o 9° ‘after sb/sth 1 to chase or follow a person or 


an animal to try to catch them: He went after the 
burglars. o Aren't you going to go after her to see 
if she's all right? 2 to try to get or obtain sb/sth: 
We're both going after the same job. 

@ v+ prep 


FOGG LEE BUkuASAa LEU UAA ak iaaa AMMEN A a aA 


go a'gainst sb if a result, a judgement, etc. goes 
against sb, it is not in their favour or to their 
advantage: The jury's verdict went against him. o 
The war is going against us. 

© v+ prep 

go a'gainst sb/sth to resist or oppose sb/sth; to 
act in a different way from what sb tells you or 
advises you to do: Anyone who goes against me 
will be punished. o He was going against his doc- 
tor’s advice by continuing to work. ọ Don't go 
against your parents wishes. 

© v+prep 

go a'gainst sth to be opposed or contrary to sth: 
to not fit or agree with sth: This goes against 
everything I believe in. o Paying for my children’s 
éducation goes against my principles. 

principles, beliefs 

© vtprep 

EN go against the ‘grain to be sth different from 
what is normal or natural for you and so sth you 
do not like doing: Jt went against the grain. to 
have to agree with my brother. 

go a'head 1 (also go a'head of sb) to go in front 
of other people who are going in the same direc- 
tion as you and arrive before them: She went 
ahead of him into the house. o You go ahead and 
we'll follow when we're ready. 2 (of a plan, a pro- 
ject, a deal, etc.) to be carried out or happen: The 
building of the new bridge will go ahead as 
planned. © Filming went ahead in spite of the 
bad weather. proceed (formal) 3 (with sth) 
if sb goes ahead with sth, they do it, although 
there may be a problem, or sb may have objected 
or expressed doubts: In spite of her illness, Anna 
decided to go ahead with the wedding. o ‘May I 
start now?’ ‘Yes, go ahead (~ I give you permis- 
sion). ` SYR; proceed (with sth) 

@& v + adv 1 also v + adv + prep 

» the ‘go-ahead n [sing.] permission or approval 
for sth to start: Has the boss given you the go- 
ahead for the project? 

> ‘go-ahead adj (usually before noun] (Bre) very 
ambitious; trying hard to succeed, often by using 
new methods and ideas: a go-ahead young 
designer 

go along 1 to progress; to develop or improve: 
Things are going along nicely. 2 (to sth) (with sb) 
to go somewhere or to an event with sh: J went 
along to the club a couple of times. o Sam said 
he'd go atong to the party with us. 3 (especially 
AmE) to do what sb else suggests or does: What- 
ever Ed said, Max went right along. 

@ vtadv 

ES as you go a'long while you are doing sth: He 
made the story up as he went along, o I was never 
taught how to use a computer. I just picked it up as 
{ went along. 


Ra ee ee EELIS a4 


go a'long; go a'long sth to move forward or 


from one end of sth towards the other: The bus 
rattled as itwentalong. o Iwentalong a dark nar- 
row passage, past several doors. 

@® v+adv + v+prep 


go a'long with sb/sth 1 (especially BrE) to 


agree with sb/sth: J can’t go along with you on 
that point. 2 to accept sth or do sth, especially 
when you do not really want to: They didn't like 
the idea, but they went along with it. o I didn't 
want to make him angry, so i just went along with 
Aim {- I didn’t argue with him). yi) fallin with 
sth (BrE) 

© v+adv+prep 


go a'round (AmE) = Go ROUND 
go a'round; go a'round sth (BrE also go 


‘round, go ‘round sth) 1 to visit a group of 
people or places, one by one: IH go around and 
check all the doors are locked. o We spent all after- 
noon going round the shops. o She went round the 
table and said goodbye to everyone. 2 tof a note, 
etc.) to be sent round a group of people so that 
everyone can read it: A card’s going around for 
people to sign. o A memo went around lhe depart- 
ment, 3 (BrE also go a'bout, go a'bout sth) if a 
piece of news, an illness, etc. goes around, it 
spreads from one person to another: Theresa 
rumour going around that Sam and Kate are hau- 
ing an affair: © There's a nasty virus going round 
the school. float around, float around sth 4 
to move or be placed in a circle: The cyclist was 
going round the roundabout the wrong way o 
The earth goes round the sun. o (figurative) We're 
going round in circles in this argument. 5 to be 
enough for everyone to have a share: Therearen’t 
enough chairs to go round. © Is there enough food 
to go around all the guests? 6 to move around the 
outside of sth in order to get past sth or get to the 
other side: We didn't go into the city We wernt 
around it. o Because of the flood, we had to go 
round by the minor roads to get to school. T to 
travel in a country or place and visit lots of dif 
ferent things: We travel around by bus. o They're 
saving up to go around the world. o We're plan- 
ning to go round visiting all the temples. 8 to visit 
every part of a room or building: How long does it 
take to go around the museum? © A guide will go 
round with you. 

© vtadv « v+prep 

i what goes around ‘comes around what- 
ever happens now will have an effect in the 
future 


gO a‘round [+ adv/prep], go a'round sth [+ 


adv/prep], go a'round doing sth (BrE also 
go 'round/about [+ adv/prep] go ‘round/about 
sth [+ adv/prep] go 'round/a'bout doing sth) to 
dress or behave in a particular way; to do sth 
regularly: She goes around barefoot most of the 
time. © It’s not safe to go about the streets alone. © 


125 go back to 


You can’t go round spreading rumours like that. o 
The kids went around in pangs, dressed com- 
pletely in black. 

Go around/‘round/about and go around/ 
roundabout sth are used with an adverb or a 
phrase beginning with a preposition. 

@ vtadv e v+prap 


go a'round sb/sth (BrE also go ‘round sb/sth) 


to surround or go in a circle around sb/sth: J felt 
his arm going around my shoulder. o The belt 
won't po round my waist! 

© v+prep 


go a’round sth (SrF also go ‘round sth) to 


move or travel around a corner: The car’s tyres 
screeched as it went round the bend. o Maggie 
watched until Jess had gone around the corner 
and was out of sight. 

BEJ; only corner, bend 

® v+ prep 

[EI go round the ‘bendtwist (Uinformal, espe- 
cially Brk) to go crazy: if i have to stay in this 
piace another day, CH go round the bend! 


go a'round with sb; go a’round together 


(BrE also go a'bout/round with sb, go a'bout/ 
‘round together) (becoming old-fashioned) to 
spend a lot of time with sb or with a group of 
people: Ann goes around with Sue. o Ann and Sue 
go around together. o These are the people I used to 
goaround with. 

BD hang around with sb, hang around 
together 

@ vt+adv+ prep « v +adv+ adv 


‘go at sb to attack sb: He went at me like a wild 


animal. 
© v+ prep 


‘go at sth to make great efforts to do sth; to work 


hard and with enthusiasm at sth: They went at the 
jJobas if their ives depended on it. o He was going 
di the food as though he hadn't eaten for days. 

© v+ prep 

IE go at t hammer and ‘tongs if two people go 
at it hammer and tongs, they argue or fight 
with alot of energy and noise 


go a'way 1 to leave a place or a person: Go away! 


You re annoying me! o Go away and think about 
ita bit. 2 to leave home for a period of time, espe- 
cially for a holidayfvacation: They went away for 
the weekend. o Are you going away on holiday 
this year? o She gues away on business a lot. 3 to 
disappear gradually: The smell still hasn't gone 
away. o Has your headache gone away? o The 
longing never went away. 

come back 

@ vtadv 


go a'way with sth to leave a place with a par- 


ticular feeling or impression: I don’t want people 
to go away with the wrong idea. 
@® v + adv + prep 


POPree ee Peer er Teer rrr eeee are Tier ees tr eee et rete eee eter eter Ore reer eer ree ee ere ee ery eee rr regis re reer errr Arenmayrsmmdaaerreen y 


go ‘back 4 (to sth/...) to return to a place where 
you were before: Can we go back inside? o I made 
acup of tea and went back to bed. o When are you 
going back to Australia? 2 (te sth) to return to 
school or work after a break: The children have to 
go back to school next week. 3 (to sb/sth) to be ina 
situation that you were in before: We can never go 
back to how things were before (= in a relation- 
ship, fur example). o Once you Aave taken this 
decision, there’s no going back. o I don't think 
Emily will go back to her husband (= live with 
him again). 4 (te sth) to return to work after 
being on strike: The strikers won't go back (to 
work) until they get a pay rise. 5 (to sth) (infor- 
mal (of sth that you have bought or borrowed} to 
be returned to the place where you got it: This 
toaster will have to go back to the shop — it doesn't 
work properly. o When does this video have to go 
back? 6 (of clocks and watches) to be set to an 
earlier time when the time changes at the end of 
summer: The clocks go back tonight. We get an 
extra hour in bed. go forward 
© v +adv 

go ‘back... 1 if two people go back a period of 
time, they have known each other and have heen 
friends for that time: Adam and I go back a long 
way. 2 (also go ‘back to sth) to have existed 
since a particular time in the past: Our friend- 
ship goes back fifteen years. o This tradition goes 
back to medieval times. date back..., date 
back to sth 3 (aiso go ‘back to sth) to consider 
sth that happened in the past: To trace the origins 
of the problem, we have to go back to the 18th cen- 
tury o Pm going back a few years now... C Pm 
talking about sth that happened some years ago} 
@ v+adv 2,3 also v + adv + prep 

go ‘back on sth to fail to keep a promise; to 
change your mind about sth: She never goes 
back on her word (= fails to do what she has said 
she will do). o Fie went back on his promise. of 
don’t like to go back on what I said. 
your promise, your word 
@ v+ adv + prep 

go ‘back over sth to think about sth again or 
often: J went back over the day's events in my 
mind. 
@ v+adv+prep 

go ‘back to sth 1 to start talking about sth 
again: To go back to what you were saying 
before... YY return to sth 2 = GO BACK... 2 
3=GORACK...3 
@® v + adv + prep 

ge 'back to sth: go 'back to doing sth 1 to 
start doing sth again that you had stopped doing: 
Tom turned over and went back to sleep. ol 
wouldn't go back to living in the city. o She's 
decided to go back to teaching. o John’s going 
back to college to get some more qualifications. 


Wee Pee eee TEESE SPAT Med ea ee ee EE ee AR 


2 (of a situation) to return to what it was before 
sth else happened: Things haven't zane back to 
normal yet. 
EA return to sth 
@® v+adv+ prep 

go be'fore (literary) (not used in the progressive 
tenses) to exist or happen in an earlier time: The 
present crisis is worse than any that have gone 
before. 
Go before is usually used in the past or 
perfect tenses. 
@ vtadv 

‘go before sb/sth (of a legal case, a proposal or 
an issue) to be presented to sb/sth so that they 
can discuss it or make a decision or a judgement 
about it: When does his case go before the Judge? 
© v + prep 

go be'yond sth to be greater, better, etc. than 
sth: The price we got for the painting went beyond 
all our expectations (= was much better than we 
had expected). o The matter has gone beyond a 
Joke (= has become very serious and is no longer 
amusing). 
exceed sth (formal) 
@ v+ prep 

go ‘by (of time) to puss: As time goes by, my mem- 
ory seems to get worse. © The weeks went slowly 
by o Hardly a day went by without Anthony's 
name being mentioned. 
@ vtadv 

‘go by: ‘go by sb/sth 1 to pass sb/sth without 
stopping: Did you see a boy go by on a bicycle? o 
We sat and watched the world go by (= watched 
people passing). o They waved to us as we went 
by the window. 33¥) pass by, pass by sb/sth 2 
(AmE) to stop somewhere or visit sb for a short 
time, often on your way to somewhere else: lH go 
by and see him on my way home. o Would you go 
by the grocery store for me? 18y) drop by; stop by 
@ vtadv + ¥+prep 

‘go by sth 1 to be guided or directed by sth; to 
form an opinion or a judgement from sth: That’s 
a good rule to go by. > If past experience is any- 
thing to go by, Tom will be late! of shall go 
entirely by what my solicitor says, 2 to call your- 
self a particular name, which may not be your 
real name: For her crime novels, she goes by the 
name of Monica Simon. only the name of... 
®© vtprep 

go ‘down 1 (to.../sth) (from.../sth) to travel from 
one place to another, especially from the north of 
a country to the south: We're going down to Lon- 
don next week, go up 2 to fall to the ground: 
She tripped and went down with a bump. 3 to 
become lower or smaller; to fall: The price of pet- 
rol is going down Petrol ts going down (in. price). 
© The temperature went down by 10 degrees over- 
night. o Rental costs have gone down (£50) since 
last year. o The flood waters are going down. o 


Membership numbers have gone down recently o 
The swelling has gone down a little. I) drop; 
fall go up 4 [+ adv] if a remark, a perform- 
ance, an action, etc. goes down well or badly, etc. 
it gets a good or bad reaction from people: Did 
your performance go down alt right (= did people 
like it}? ò The movie went down well in America. 
© Jokes don't go down too well with my mother C 
she does not like them). o The band went down 
a storm (= people liked them very much). 5 (of 
the sun and moon) te disappear below the point 
where the sky seems to meet the land or the sea 
(the horizon): We watched the sun go down. 
set come up: rise 6 to get worse: The gual- 
ity of the product has gone down since the com- 
pany was sold. è He's certainly gone down in my 
estimation (= I don’t have the good opinion of 
him that I used to). o The food 's gone down since 
the restaurant changed hands. deteriorate 
gnore formal) go up 7 (computing) if a 
computer system goes down, it stops working 
temporarily: ostali my work when the computer 
went down, 8 (of food, a meal, etc.) to be digested 
or partly digested: Let your food go down before 
you go swimming. 9 [+ adv] if food or drink 
will/will not go down, it is easy/difficult to swal- 
low, or you enjoy itfdo not enjoy it My drink 
went down the wrong way and i started cough- 
ing. oA cup of tea would go down nicely (= I 
would like one). 10 when the curtain in a theatre 
goes down, it is the end of the performance: The 
audience were cheering as the curtain went down. 
© (figurative) After 25 years, the curtain has 
finally gone down on his sparkling career 
go up 11 when lights go down in a theatre, the 
performance is about to start: She quickly found 
a seat before the lights went down. 33°— go up 12 
[+ adv/prep] to reach down to a particular point: 
Pepita's coat is so big it goes right down to her 
ankles. 43 (of a tyre) to lose air: My tyre's gone 
down again, 14 (BrE, informal) to be sent to 
prison: He’s gone down for twenty years. 15 (of a 
carpet} to be put on the floor: JEH feel a lot 
warmer when the carpet goes down. 16 (of a 
plane) to fall from the sky; to be brought to the 
ground: “The plane's going down!’ fie cried, 17 (of 
aship to sink: Hundreds died when the ferry went 
down. 48 to fail; to behave badly and lose 
people's respect: If the business goes down, we go 
down with it. 19 to be defeated by sb, especially 
in a sports game or competition: Liverpool went 
down 2-0 to Everton. 20 (to sth) (especially BrE) 
to be made to move to a lower position, rank, 
class, Status, ete: We need to Win the next two 
games to avoid going down. go up 241 (in 
sth) (as sth) to be written down; to be recorded or 
remembered in a particular way: Everything I 
said went down in his little book. o 1998 will go 
down as the company’s best year o He will go 
down in history as a great statesman. 22 (slang, 
especially AmE to be happening: She always 
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knows what’s going down. o What's going down? 
23 (from...) (BrE. format to leave a university 
(especially Oxford or Cambridge) at the end of a 
term or after finishing your studies: She went 
down (from Cambridge) in 1984. go up 
@ v+adv 

.go ‘down: go ‘down sth to move from a higher 
position to a lower one; to go along sth from one 
end towards the other: One end of the see-saw 
goes up while the other end goes down. © The pain 
foes down my arm. o Vve just got to go down to 
Jim's office with these papers. o Will we go down 
any steep hilis? o You'll see the museum if you go 
down the road a bit, o H was hard enough to get 
up here (= a mountain, for example), and now 
we've got to go down! > Their company has 
decided to go down the same path (- do the same 
things) as ours. 
road, stairs, hill go up, go up sth 
@ viadv e v+prep 
IE) go down the ‘drain (BrE also go down the 
‘plughole) to be wasted; to get much worse go 
down ‘that road to follow a particular course of 
action, especially a difficult or harmful one: He 
said he'd never used drugs because he'd seen too 
many talented kids go down that road. 

go ‘down on sth to lower your body towards the 
ground, especially so that you are kneeling: J 
went down on my hands and knees to look for 
the pen. o I'm not going to go down on my knees 
and beg him to forgive me. 
EJ) hands and knees, knees, one knee, all 
fours 
@® v+adv+prep 

go ‘down to .../sth to go toa place near where 
you are, or a place you often go to: Shall we go 
down to the beach for a swim? o I'm going down to 
the corner shop for some milik. 
© v + ath + prep 

go ‘down with sth {especially BrE) to become ill 
with sth: d think I’m going down with a cold. 
come down with sth; sicken for sth: 
catch sth: get sth 
®© v+adv+ prep 

‘go for sb/sth 1 to attack sb/sth: Ske went for him 
with a knife. o (figurative) The newspapers really 
went for him over his defence of terrorism. 2 to 
apply to sb/sth: to be true of sb/sth: What I said 
about Tim helping goes for you too, Alex. o We 
may have high unemployment, but the same goes 
Jor many other countries. o Terry needs to relax 
more, and the same goes for you, 3 io go to get 
sb/sth: Shall I go for a dactor? o She's gone for 
some milk. 4 to be attracted by sb/sth; to like or 
prefer sb/sth: He’s not the type I usually go for o 
Children usually go for colourful packaging. 
@ v + prep 


baer e 


E3 (have) a lot, nothing, ete. ‘galing for it/you 
(toa have) many/not many advantages: She has a 
good job, she’s attractive and intelligent — she 
has a lot going for her © The town doesn’t really 
have much going for it. 


'go for sth 4 to choose sth: J think I'll go for the 


steak. o Which computer system are they going 
for? 2 ta try to get or achieve sth: Did you go for 
that job? o He’s going for the world record. o Go 
for it! You've got nothing to lose. o That’s a great 
idea! Go for it! 3 to be sold for the price men- 
tioned: These computers usually go for under 
£1 000. 

© v+prep 


go ‘forth (literary) to leave a place and go some- 


where, especially in order to do sth good or brave 
& v+adv 


.go ‘forward 1 to make progress; to begin to hap- 


pen or be successful: The project is going forward 
nicely. o Now that we have his agreement, the deal 
can go forward. 2 (of clocks and watches) to be 
set one hour ahead at the beginning of stunmer: 
The clocks go forward tonight. We have an hour 
less in bed. go back 3 to be suggested as a 
candidate for a job or an elected position, etc: Her 
name has gone forward for the job. 4 (to sth) to 
win one stage of a competition, etc. and be able 
to take part in the next stage: Which teams will go 
forward to the second round? 

@ vtadv 


.go ‘in 1 (of the sun or moon) to disappear behind a 


cloud: The sun went in and it grew colder. Yor) 
come out 2 (informal (of facts, information. 
etc.) to be absorbed, understood and remem- 
bered: I keep studying, but these dates just won't 
go in. sink in 3 (of a piece of equipment, 
furniture, ctc.) to be built or fitted in a place: The 
kitchen will be finished once the fridge has zone in. 
-> see aisO GO IN, GO IN STH, GO ISTO STH: GOIN, 
GO INTO STIL; GO INTO STH 

@® v+adv 


go ‘in; go ‘in sth; go ‘into sth 1 to enter a 


room, a house, etc: It's getting cold; let’s go in. & 
Let's go in the kitchen — it's warmer o Why did 
you go into my office? o Are you going into lawn 
today? 2 to fit into a container, etc: The suiicase is 
full already — those shoes definitely won't go in. © 
I’m amazed that all the luggage went in the car © 
All the photos will go into this box. 3 (informal to 
join an organization, especially one of the armed 
forces or the police: He was 17 when he went in the 
army. o Ed wants to go into the Marines. 4 (of the 
ball in sports played with a ball, etc.) to enter the 
goal, net, hole, etc. and score points: Did you see if 
the ball went in? o He kicked the bail hard enough 
to go into the back af the goal. 

-> see aso GO IN, GOIN, GO INTO STH; GO INTO STH 

© vtadv æ v+ prep 


go In 128 129 go on 


go ‘in; go ‘into sth 1 to go to an office or now. 7 (also ge ‘inte doing sth) (of money, time, .go ‘off with sb to leave your husband, wife, at me! © She keeps going on at me to dress better. 


another place of work in order to work, doa par- 
ticular task, have some work done for you, etc: 
Fue got to work tomorrow, but I can always go in 
late. o The car needs to go in (= into the garage) 
Jor a service. o Are you going into work tomor- 
row? 2 to go to a hospital to receive treatment, 
tests, etc: Zm going in on Friday for an X-ray. © 
When is Cara going into hospital? 3 (of soldiers, 
an army, etc.) to gu to a place where there is fight- 
ing or a war and become involved in it: Troops 
are going in tonight. 

+ see also GOIN; GO IN, GO IN STH, GO INTO STH; 
GO INTO STII 

© vtadv «v+prep 

go 'in for sth (especially BrE) 1 to take part ina 
competition; to take an exam: She goes in for all 
the competitions in the magazines and never wins 
anything. o Which events are you going in for at 
the school sports? o She's going in for the Cam- 
bridge First Certificate. 2 - GO INTO STU 3 He 
decided to go in for politics. 

1Y entar sth 

@ v+ adv + prep 

go ‘in for sth; go ‘in for doing sth to like sth 
and regularly use it, do it, etc.; to have sth as an 
interest or a hobby: She goes infor very bright col- 
ours, o He doesn’t really go in for making long 
speeches, o My family don't go in for that sort of 
thing. o She never went infor dancing. 

@ v+ adv + prep 

gö ‘in with sb (on sth) to join sb in a particular 
project, activity business, etc: Jack went in with 
some friends to start a car hire business. © ['ll go 
in with you on (= VH give you some money for) 
Mary's present. o My brothers are opening a gar: 
ageand they want me to go in with them. 

@ v+adv+ prep 

go ‘into sth 1 (of a vehicle) to hit sth violently; to 
crash into sth: The car skidded and went into a 
tree, 2 (of a vehicle or driver) to start a particular 
movement: The truck went into a spin on a patch 
of ice. o The plane went into a nosedive. 3 (also 
go 'in for sth) to decide to do a particular kind of 
work as your job or career: When did you decide 
to £0 into politics? o She's going into publishing. 
o Sanjay’s gone into business with his father. 
politics S37") take sth up 4 to begin to be ina 
particular state or situation: She twent into a 
coma after the accident. o The country is going 
into a deciine.o The company has gone into 
liquidation. o The family Aas gone into hiding. 
liquidation, production, decline, hiding, 
exile, a coma 5 to begin to act or behave in a par- 
ticular way: He went into a long explanation of 
the affair o Divers were there, ready to go into 
action if the stunt went wrong. 6 to examine or 
discuss sth carefully: J wort go into details 
now. © We need to go into the question of costs. © 
She's not coming, for reasons which I won't go into 


effort, etc.) to he spent on sth; to be used to do sth: 
More money needs to go into rebuilding the inner 
cities. o I can see that a lot of time and effort has 
gone into your project. o A huge amount af work 
went into making the occasion. a success. o A lot of 
skill, love and work had gone into the garden. B to 
start taking part in an exam, a competition, an 
election, etc: Ican't go into the exam unprepared. 
9 if one number goes into a larger number, it is 
contained in that number the number of times 
mentioned: 5 goes into 25 five times. o Does 13 go 
into 39? MJA Notice also the example: 5 into 24 
won't go. 

> see al50 GO IN] GO IN, GO IN STH, GO INTO STH; 
GQ EN, GO INTO STH 

@ v+prep 


go ‘off 1 (to sth) to leave a place, especially in 


order to do sth: You go aff and have fun. o When 
are you going off on your trip? o Have the children 
gone off ta school yet? o Everyone went aff happy. 
o I can't believe Ed went off without saying good- 
bye! o My parents have just gone off to bed. 2 (ot a 
weapon, etc.) to be fired; to explode: The gun went 
off by accident, o The bomb went off ina crowded 
street. N83] gun, bomb 3 (of an alarm} to make a 
sudden loud noise or flash: Ske got up as soon as 
the alarm clock went off o The thieves ran away 
when the burglar alarm went off alarm, 
atarm clock, fire alarm 4 if a light, the electri- 
city, ctc. goes off, it stops working: Suddenly all 
the lights wento. o The heating comes on at Gand 
goes off at 9. lights rÐ come on; go on 5 
[+ adv] if a performance, etc. goes off well/badly, 
it is successful/not successful: The show went off 
very well. o How did the concert go off? © The per- 
formance went off without a hitch (~ without 
any problems at all). 6 (BrE if food or drink goes 
off, it becomes bad and not fit toeat or drink: This 
milk has gone off milk, meat T (especially 
Brk) to become worse in quality: Her books have 
gone off in recent years. 8 (informal, especially 
BrE) to fall asleep: Hasn't the baby gone off (to 
sleep) yet? drop off 

®© v + adv 


go ‘off: go ‘off sth 1 to move away from sth 


large ar important and go in a different direc- 
tion: The road you want goes aff an the right. o 
(figurative) She's always going off the point (= 
not talking about the main topic). 2 to leave the 
stage, the sports field, etc. during a play or a 
game: Hamlet goes off in the middle of the scene. 
© Johinson went off at half-time. 

© v+adv + v+prep 


go ‘off sb/sth (informal. especially BrE) to lose 


interest in sb/sth: to stop liking sb/sth: J think 
she’s going off me. o He's gone off his food. o I've 
gone off the idea of a holiday in Scotland. 

® v+prep 


partner, etc. in order to have a relationship with 
sb else: Eddie's gone off with his wife's best 
friend. 

run away/off with sb 

& v+adv+ prep 


go ‘off with sth to leave a place with sth that 


does not belong to vou: Who's gone off with my 
new pen? 

make off (with sth) 

@ v + adv + prep 


go ‘on 1 (of a situation or a state of affairs) to 


continue to happen or exist without changing: 
We can’t let this dispute go on. © Things can’t go 
on as they are. o In spite of everything, life must 
zoon. © We can’t go on like this! 38°) carry on: 
continue 2 to last for a particular time: The 
meeting went on for hours. o How much longer 
will this hot weather go on (for)? carry on; 
last 3 (with sth) to continue an activity, espe- 
cially after a pause or a break: In sorry I inter- 
rupted. Go on with your story o The children 
quietly went on with their work. o Let's take a 
break. We'll go on wher you're ready. carry 
on (with sth) 4 (with sth) (also go ‘on doing sth) 
to continue an activity without stopping: When I 
came into the room, the boss just went on with 
what she was doing and didn't look up. o d could 
Rave gone on listening to Ted's stories all night. > 
I'd prefer to go on doing things my own way. 
carry on (with sth). carry on doing sth 5 to con- 
tinue speaking after a short pause: ‘You know’ 
he went on, ‘I never liked her’ o Go on then! Tell 
me what happened! o She hesitated for a moment, 
and then went on. carry on G (of alight, the 
electricity, etc.) to start to work; to be switched 
on: Suddenly ail the lights went on. go off 7 
(of time) to pass: Things will improve as time 
goes on. © She became more miserable as the epen- 
ing went on. go by 8 (usually used in the 
Progressive tenses) to take place: to happen: 
What’s going on here? o Who knows what goes on 
when Pm away. © There must be a party going on 
next door o She ignores a lot of what goes on. 9 
(to sth/to do sth) to do sth after you have finished 
sth else: Do all the students go on to work in cater- 
ing? o Let’s g00n to the next item on the agenda. o 
The boys went on to a club, but I decided to go 
home. 40 go ‘ont (informal used to encourage 
or dare sb to do sth: Ga on! Have another cake. © 
Goon! Try it! o Goon! Ask her out! Idare you! 11 
(about sb/sth) to continue talking to sb for a long 
time about the same person or thing, usually in 
an annoying way: They keep going on about their 
trip. o What is she going on about? o My parents 
weni on and on about how successful my sister is. 
wD bang on about sb/sth (BrE, informal) 12 
(ai sb) (about sth) (especially BrE) to complain to 
sb about their behaviour, work, etc: My dad went 
on at me about not having a job. o Stop going on 


84 carry on (at sb) (about sth): criticize sb 13 
to continue to travel in the direction you are 
going: I’m too tired to go on. © They had an acci- 
dent and couldn't go on. carry on 14 
(ahead/to sth) to travel in front of sb else: Jack's 
going on ahead to get the house ready. o Shall we 
wait for Ray or shail we go on into town without 
him? 15 (of a road, a piece of land, etc.) to cover 
a particular distance in a particular direction: 
The desert seemed to go on forever. 46 (of an actor 
or a performer) to walk onto the stage to begin 
their performance: She doesn’t goon till Act 2. V7 
(in sport) (of a player) to join a team instead of 
another player during a game: Allen went on (in 
place of Brown) just before half-time. 18 go on 
(spoken, informal, espectally BrE) used to agree 
to do or allow sth that you do not really want to 
do or allow, after sb has persuaded you: Are you 
sure you won't come?’ ‘Oh go on then, but I won't 
be able to stay long.’ 19 go ont (old-fashioned, 
BrE, spoken, informal) used to show that you do 
not believe what sb is saying: Go on! You didn’t 
eat it all yourself! get away (with you) 
@ vtadv 

4 also v + adv + -ing 

5 also v + adv + speech 
[ibe going ‘on (for) sth (BrE) to be nearly a 
particular age, time or number: If was going on 
(for) midnight. o She’s 15, going on 21! (. she acts 
as if she’s 21) enough, plenty, etc. to be going 
‘on with enough, plenty, etc. for our present needs: 
That should be enough food to be going on with. 
» goings-on n [pl] (informal activities or 
events that are strange or amusing; There have 
been some strange goings-on at their house. 
+ 'ongolng ad} [usually before noun] continuing 
to exist or develop: an ongoing process © the 
ongoing debateoan ongoing situation o The 
probiem is ongoing. 


go ‘on: go ‘on sth to fit or be put on top of 


another object: The lid won’t go on. © This shoe 
won't go on my foot at all. 
@ vitadv è v+ prép 


'go on sth t (used in negative sentences and ques- 


tions) to base an opinion or a judgement on sth: 
The police don’t have much evidence to go on. © 
Fm only going on what she told me. 2 to begin 
doing, following, enjoying or using sth: to goon a 
course/trip o Tm going on a diet on Monday. o 
When are you going on holiday? o to goon the dole 
(= to start to receive government unemployment 
benefit) o When do the band go on tour? 

@ v+prep 


‘go on sth; 'go on doing sth (of money, time, 


energy, etc.) to be spent or used for sth: AH his 
money goes on drink. o Most of the electricity we 
use goes on running the computers. 

> see also GO ON 4 


© v+prep 
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.go ‘out 1 (forito sth) to leave your house to go to 
social events, etc: Shall we go out for a meal 
tonight? o Ellie goes out a lot. o She goes out dan- 
cing most weekends. o Jenny usually goes out 
with her friends on Friday evenings. tOFP) stay in 
2 (with sb/together) (informal) (especially of 
young people) to spend time with sb and have a 
romantic or sexual relationship with them: Sam 
has been going out with Kate for six months. © 
How long have Sam and Kate been going out 
together? o When did they start going out? Tey) 
date, date sb 3 (of a letter, a message, etc.) to be 
sent, announced, etc: Have the invitations gone 
out yet? o A memo went out about the director's 
resignation. 4 (of news, information, etc.) to be 
made public: to be published: Word went out that 
the Prime Minister had resigned. o The magazine 
goes out six tunes a year 5 (especially BrE) (of a 
radio or television programme) to be broadcast: 
the first episode goes out next Friday at 8.00 pm. © 
The show will go out live from the studio. 6 (of a 
fire or alight) to stop burning or shining: The fire 
has gone out, o There was a power cut and all the 
lights went out. lights, fire 35% be extin- 
guished (formal) 7 if money goes out, it is spent 
on bills and expenses: We need to Aave more 
money coming in than going out. come In 8 
(to...) to leave your country and travel to another 
one, especially one far away: We went out to see 
him when he was living in Australia. o Have vou 
been out to India recently? 9 if the tide or the sea 
foes out, it moves away from the land: When 
does the tide go out? anly the tide ebb 
(more formal) come in 19 to fail in a com- 
petition, contest, etc: Ske went out in the first 
reund of the tournament. 

@ vt adv 

HI go out like a ‘light to fall asleep very quickly: 
I went out like a light as soon as my head hit the 
pillow. your heart goes ‘out to sb used tu say 
that you feel a lot of sympathy for sb: Our hearts 
go out to the families of the victims. 

> ‘outgoing adj 1 out'going very friendly and 
king to meet and talk to other people: Annie's 
sister is much more outgoing than she is. 2 [only 
before noun] about to leave a position of respon- 
sibility: the outgoing government 3 [only before 
noun) going away from a particular place rather 
than coming in to it: outgoing callsiflightsipas- 
sengers © the outgoing tide 

> ‘outgoings » [pl] (Br the money which a per- 
son or a company spends regularly on bills and 
other necessary expenses: They haven't got 
enough money to cover their outgoings. 

.go ‘out; go ‘out of sth 1 to leave a room, build- 
ing, etc: It’s too cold to go out. o The talking 
started as soon as the teacher went out of the 
room. o lt isn’t a good idea to go out alone at 
night. o I’m going out for a walk. o He's just gone 
out to get a newspaper o My grandmother never 
went out to work (= away from the home). o She 
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went straight out and spent £200 on a new coat. 
go In, go in sth, go into sth 2 to become no 
longer fashionable or used: That hairstyle went 
out of fashion years ago. o Styles like that have 
completely gone out now o The word ‘leathern’ 
has gone out of use in modern English. 
come in, come in sth, come into sth 

@ vtadv ə v+adv+prep 


go ‘out for sth (AmE) to try to gain a place ina 


sports team, a band or a group that does some 
other activity: 7 Rad to talk Greg into going out 
Jor the basketball team. o ‘Did she make the 
band” ‘She didn't zo out for it.’ 

IR) try for sth (especially BrE), try out (for sth) 
(especially AME) 

@ vt+adv+ prep 


go ‘out of sb/sth (of a quality or fecling) to ne 


longer be present in sb/sth; fo disappear from 
sb/sth: He relaxed and the tension went out of 
him. o The heat had gone out of the day. 

@ v+adv+ prep 


go ‘over 1 (to sb/sth) to move towards sb/sth, 


especially crossing a roum, ete: He went over to 
the window for a closer look at the parade. o J 
wert aver and sat beside Jane. 2 (to sth) to visit sb 
for a short time, usually at their house: I’m going 
over to my daughter's for lunch. > see also Go 
ROUND 1 3 (to ...) to travel to a place overseas: My 
family live in Belgium and I'm going over to see 
them next week. 

@® vtadv 


go ‘over; go ‘over sth to pass above or over the 


top of sb/sth: Planes were going over all night. > 
We were shaken as the car went over the bumps in 
the road. 

@ v+adv + v+prep 


.go ‘over sth 1 to do more, spend more, etc. than 


a particular amount or than you aré allowed to 
do: Don’! go over the speed limit. o Did you go over 
budget om your project? exceed sth (more 
formal 2 to examine the details of sth; to check 
sth: I'll go over the figures again to make sure 
they’re right. o Go over your work carefully 
before you hand it in. 3 to study sth carefully; to 
repeat sth: I’ve gone over and over what happened 
in my mind. o She went over her lines ( = ina 
play) until she knew them perfectly. 4 to look at or 
inspect sth carefully: Police went (back) over all 
the evidence again. o My dad went over the car 
thoroughly and advised us not to buy it. 5 to draw, 
paint, etc. over the top of sth that has already 
been drawn or painted: lve gone over the original 
drawing in pen. 6 to clean sth by passing sth 
across the surface: He went over the surfaces with 
a duster. 

Go over sth can be used in the passive in 
meanings 2, 4, 5 and 6: These details have been 
gone over already. 

® v + prep 
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> going-over n [sing.] Uaformal) 1 an act of 
examining, cleaning or repairing sth thor- 
oughly: I’ve given the fiat a good going-over (a 
thorough clean). o The garage gave the car a 
thorough going-over (= a careful inspection). 2a 
serious physical or verbal attack on sb: The gang 
gave him a real going-over. 

go ‘over to sb/sth 1 to leave a group of people 
in order to join a competing group; to change 
from one side, opinion, habit, system, etc. to 
another: to start using sth different: Two Conser- 
vative MPs went over to the opposition. o We've 
recently gone over to (= we've started using) semi- 
skimmed miik. 2 (in broadcasting) to transfer to 
a different person, place, etc. for the next part of 
a programme: Let's go over to the news desk for an 
important announcement. 
È v+ adv + prep 

go ‘past (of time) to pass: Half an hour went past 
while we were sitting there. 
® v+adv 

go ‘past: go ‘past sb/sth to pass in front of 
sb/sth: J stood back to let Jack go past. © The shop 
is empty whenever I go past il. 
@ vtadv + v+prep 

go ‘round (BrE) (AmE go a’round) 1 (to sth) to 
visit sb for a short time, usually at their house: 
Why don't you go round and see Annie? o I've got 
to gu around to my sister’s (-: to her house) in the 
morning. + see also GO OVER 2 2 to spin or turn: 
When I found the bicycle, the wheels were stiil 
going round. > (figurative) I've got so many ideas 
going around in my head at the moment. 
@ vtadv 

go ‘round; go ‘round sth (8rF) = Go AROUND, 
GO AROUND 8TH 

go ‘round; go ‘round sth; go ‘round doing 
sth (BrE) - GO AROUND, GO AROUND STII, GO 
AROUND DOING STH 

go ‘round sb/sth (8rE) =Go AROUND sB/sTH 

go ‘round sth (BrE) =co AROUND STH 

go ‘round with sb: go ‘round together 
(BrE) - GO AROUND WETH $B, GO AROUND 
TOGETHER 

go ‘through 1 (to sth) (yormali) used especially 
toask sh to enter a room, ete: Shall we go through 
to my office? o Go through and make yourself 
comfortable. 2 if a law, a contract, etc. goes 
through, it is officially approved, accepted or 
completed: The bill went through without any 
objections. o The adoption (= of a child) Aas 
finally gone through. 3 if a business deal, ete. 
goes through, it is completed successfully: We 
are aimost certain the deal will go through. o If 
the merger goes through, we may lose our jobs. 4 
(to sth) to pass to the next stage of a competition, 
etc.. having won the first part(s} Four teams will 
go through to the semi-final. 
@ vtadv 


go through 


APPR eed ea a Re hee a 


go ‘through, go ‘through sth to enter and 


cross a roorn, an area of land, a town, a country, 
etc.; to pass through sth: The gates opened and we 
went through. o Lots of huge trucks go through 
the town. o You have to go through the lounge to 
reach the kitchen. o The defence was weak, and 
the ball went through into the goal. o The bullet 
went straight through the window. © This is the 
hole where the bullet went through. 

@ vtadv » v+prep 


go ‘through sb 1 if a feeling goes through you, 


it passes through your body: A shudder went 
through her. 2 if a particular type of food goes 
through you, you find it difficult to digest and it 
is emptied from your bowels quickly or in liquid 
form: I can't eat sushi — it goes right through me. 
© vt prep 


‘go through sb/sth to ask a person or an organ- 


ization to deal with sth for you or give you per- 
mission to do sth: Jf you want to book the crutse, 
you'll have to go through a travel agent. 

@ v+prep 


go ‘through sth 1 to pass through sth from one 


end to the other: We went through the woods to get 
fo the lake. o (figurative) What went through 
your mind when you saw John standing there 
after all this time? 2 if you go through an event, 
a period of time, ete.. you pass through it from 
the beginning to the end: He went through the day 
in a state of shock. o She can't go through life 
always depending on her parents. 3 to experience 
or suffer sth: You don't realize what ve been 
going through. ò She’s been through a bad patch 
recently o We've been through a lot together o It’s 
a phaselstage all teenagers go through. 
phase, experience, a bad, difficult, etc. patch 
undergo sth (more formal) 4 to look at, 
check or examine sth closely and carefully, espe- 
cially in order to find sth: J’ve gone through all my 
pockets but lean’t find my keys. o After his death, 
his daughter had to go through his papers. 
pockets, papers 5 to discuss or study sth in 
detail, especially repeating it: Let's go through 
the arguments again. © Could we go through Act 2 
once more? run through sth 6 to performa 
series of actions: to follow a method: This is the 
process you have to go through to become a ciub 
member. o I made a mistake when I was logging 
out and had to go through the whole process 
again, © Have you seen him go through his exer- 
cise routine in the mornings? G8] process, rou- 
tine, procedure 7 to use up sth: J seem to be guing 
through a lot of money at the moment. o Have we 
gone through all that milk already? BYA get 
through sth 8 to wear or make a hole in sth: J’ve 
gone through the elbows of my jurnper. 

Go through sth can be used in the passive 
in meanings 4,5 and 6: The formalities have to be 
gone through. 

®© v+prep 


go through with 132 
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fi go through the ‘motions (of sth/of doing 
sth) 1 to pretend to do sth: He just went through 
the motions of being a poet. 2 to do or say sth 
without being serious or sincere about it: Her 
heart wasn’t in the game — she was just going 
through the motions. go through the ‘roof 1 (of 
prices, etc.) to rise very quickly: House prices 
have gone through the roof 2 to become very 
angry: My mum will go through the roof Uf she 
finds out! 

go ‘through with sth to do what is necessary to 
complete sth or achieve sth, even though it may 
be difficult or unpleasant: She decided not to go 
through with the operation (= she decided not to 
have it). o He says he'll take us to court, but he'll 
never go through with it. 
@ v + adv + prep 

go 'to it (Ame, spoken, informal) used to tell sb to 
start doing sth: You need to get it finished by 6. Go 
to it! o We better go to it before Hf gets dark. 
@ vt+prep tit 

'go to sb/sth to be given to sb/sth; to pass to sb 
else when sb dies: Proceeds from the concert will 
go to charity. o Some of the credit for the book 
should go to the illustrator. o The first prize went 
to Peter > The contract has gone to a private firm. 
© The property went to his eldest daughter (= 
when he died). 
© v+prep 

'go to sth 1 to start to do sth; to begin to be ina 
particular state or condition: The two countries 
are set to go to war over the dispute. © I hate to see 
food going to waste. o My brain went to work 
on (= started to think about) what T should do 
next. only war, waste, work 2 to make a lot of 
effort, spend a lot of money, etc. in order to do or 
achieve sth: Don’t go to any trouble on my 
behalf o Why go to the expense of buying a car? 
© He went to great pains to persuade us. o It’s 
amazing the lengths people will go to to get a job. 
only trouble, expense, pains, lengths 
@ v+preptn 
i go to the ‘dogs (normal) to get into a very 
bad state: Some people think this country is going 
Yo the dogs. go to your ‘head 1 (of alcohol) to 
make you feel drunk 2 (of success, praise, etc.) to 
make you feel very proud of yourself, especially 
in a way that other people find annoying go to 
‘pleces (informal if somebody goes to pieces, 
they become so upset or frightened that they can- 
not live or work normally: Jt seems he goes to 
pieces in a crisis. go to ‘pot (informal) to be 
spoiled because people are not working hard or 
taking care of things: His plan to make money 
had gone ta pot. go to ‘sleep 1 to fall asleep 2 if 
part of your body goes to sleep, you lose the 
sense of feeling in it go to ‘town (on sth) to do 
sth with a lot of energy and enthusiasm, espe- 
cially spending a lot of money: They hadn't got a 
garden, so they really went to town on indoor 
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plants. go to the ‘wall if a company or a business 
goes to the wall, it fails because of a lack of 
money 


go to'gether 1 (of two or more things) to exist at 
the sume time; to be often found together: Money 
and happiness don’t always go together + see also 
GO WITH STH 2 2 to look, taste, sound, etc. good 
together; to combine well with sth: These colours 
go together well. o Curry and pasta don’t really 
go together. Go is also used with this mean- 
ing: Curry and pasta don’t really go. © These col- 
ours don’t really go. -> see also GO WITH STH 13 
(old-fashioned, especially Amb) (usually used in 
the progressive tenses) (of two people) to spend 
time with each other and have a romantic or sex- 
ual relationship: They haven't heen going 
together long. + see also Go OUT 2 
@ v + adv 

‘go towards sth; 'go towards doing sth to 
be used as part of the payment for sth; to be used 
as part of sth: The money will go towards buying 
a computer. o All these marks go towards my final 
diploma. 
© v+ prep 

go ‘under 1 to sink below the surface of the 
water: They had to swim to shore when the boat 
went under o Someone rushed to help him when 
he went under 2 (informa) to fail, lose power, 
etc.: to be unable to pay what you owe: A large 
number of small companies have gone under: 
© vtadv 

‘go under sth to be known by a particular name 
or title: Does he go under any other names? 
(22 the name of..., a differant, etc. name, the 
title of... 
-+ see (HSO GO BY STH 2 
@ v+ prep 

go ‘up 1 to become higher in price, level, ete.: to 
rise: The price of cigarettes is going up. © Cigar- 
etfes are going up (in price).o My pension has 
gone up (by) £5 a week. price, temperature 
rise come down: go down 2 (to 
sb/sth) to go towards sb/sth: He went up to the 
house and knocked on the door 3 (to...) to travel 
from one place to another, especially from the 
south of a country to the north: She's gone lp to 
Scotland to see her son. Are you going up to Lorn- 
don tomorrow? 4 to be built; to be put up: New 
office blocks are going up everywhere. $ to be des- 
troyed by fire or an explosion: If one of the gas 
tanks goes up, there will be massive damage. © 
The whole building went up in flames. 6 to be 
fixed in a public place: Notices have gone up all 
over the university. 7 if the curtain across the 
stage in a theatre goes up, it 1s raised or opened: 
The stage was empty when the curtain went up. 
curtain SOF) come down 8 if a loud sound 
such as a shout or a cheer goes up, it is made by 
lots of people: A huge cheer went up from the 
crowd. SUI cheer, cry 9 (to/into sth) (of a sports 


133 


team or a student) to move to a higher rank, pos- 
ition or class: Liverpuol have gone up into the sec- 
ond division. o Is she going up into the sixth form 
this year? JOPP) go down 10 (to...) (BrE) to begin 
your studies at a university, especially Oxford or 
Cambridge; to begin a term at university: She 
went up (to Oxford) in 1976. go down 
& vt atv 

go ‘up; go ‘up sth to move from a lower pos- 
ition to a higher one or upstairs in a building: 
The lift goes up and down all day. $ Go up the lad- 
der © She went up the stairs very slowly. o Julie's 
gone up to her room to change. 
stairs, hill, road 33%) ascend, ascend sth 
(formal) 
go down, go down sth: descend, descend 
sth Gormal) 
@ vtadv + v+prep 

go 'up against sb/sth (AmE, informat) to face 
sb/sth difficult, for example in a competition: He 
went up against the champion in the second 
round, o in a consumer taste test, Coke went up 
against Pepsi. 
@ vt adv+ prep 

‚go ‘up to sth to come close to a particular point 
or time, or go in a particular direction: This 
diary only goes up to November o The road goes 
up to the school. 
® v + adv + prep 

'go with sb (old-fashioned, informal) to have a sex- 
ual or romantic relationship with sb; to have sex 
with sb: She's been going with him for quite a while. 
-> see aiso GO OUT 2 
@ v + prep 

‘go with sb/sth (iyermal, especially AME) to 
support a plan, an idea, cte. or the person sug- 
gesting it: I'm prepared to go with her decision. © 
I like Ted’s idea. Let's go with it. o Which candi- 
date shall we go with? 
© v+prep 

'go with sth 1 to look, taste, sound, etc. good with 
sth; to combine well with sth: This sauce goes 
well with lamb. © Does this skirt go with my 
jumper? > see also GO TOGETHER 2 2 (of two or 
more things) to exist at the same time or in the 
same place as sth; to be often found together: Dis- 
ease often goes with poverty, o She loves all the 
attention that goes with being famous. > see also 
GO TOGETHER J 3 to he included with or as a part 
of sth: A mew car goes with the job. 
 v + prep 

go without; go with'out sth; go without 
doing sth to manage without sth which you usu- 
ally have: F never want the children to have to go 
without. o She went without sleep for three days. 
do without, do without sth 
@® viadyv + v+prep 


grab at 


goad jgavd; AmE goud/ 


goad sb ‘on to drive and encourage sb to do sth: 
They goaded him on to break the window. o The 
boxers were goaded on by the shrieking crowd. 
® v + n/pron + adv 


gobble {gobl; AmE 'ga:bl/ 


gobble sth ‘down/up (informal) to eat food 
very quickly: J gobbled down my breakfast and 
ran out of the house. 
wolf sth down 
© vtadvt+n + v+n/pron+ adv 

gobble sth ‘up (informal 1 to use all of sth, 
especially money, very quickly: The rent gobbles 
up half his earnings. 2 if a business, company, 
etc. gobbles up a smaller one, it takes control of 
it: Small family businesses are being gobbled up 
by larger firms. 
swallow sth up 
@ vtadvtn + v+n/pron+ adv 


goof jou-f/ 


goof a’round (informal, especially AmE) to 
waste your time doing silly or stupid things: 
Come on, quit goofing around — this Is serious. 
mess around 
@ v + adv 

goof ‘off (AmE, informal) to waste time when 
you are supposed to be working 
@® vt adv 
> 'goof-off n (AmE, byformal, disapproving) a 
lazy person who does not work hard 

goof ‘up (on sth), goof sth ‘up (Amë, infor- 
maD to make a mistake; to spoil sth by making a 
mistake or doing it badly: He always goofs up (on 
exams). © He really goofed up his exam. 
2SYN) mess up, mess sth up 
@ vtadv + viniprontady e v+adv+n 


gouge /gauds; 


gouge sth ‘out: gouge sth ‘out of sth to 
remove sth, or form sth, by digging into a surface 
with a sharp tool, your fingers, etc: J wanted to 
gouge her eyes out, o Glaciers gouged out valleys 
from the hills. 
eyes 
@ viadvtn è v+nipron+ adv + 

¥+alpron+ adv + prep 


grab joreb; 

‘grab at sb/sth to try to take hold of sb/sth: She 
grabbed atthe branch, missed and fell, 
TYR) clutch at sb/sth 
@ v+ prep 


Ate ts conwase rma e EeePC SPP Bat aa Thee eR eM TET OTA DPMS ER Pe hee TRO PRR PG mA ee pe ee a Ast g p 
eee eee ee Te ee pep eo AnA POr EATE ae sccm de ee Cee 


grab at sth to take advantage of an opportunity your colleagues grind you down! o The villagers grow ‘back if hair fur, etc. grows back, it starts > grown-up ad) (informal) 1 mentally and phys- 


todo or have sth: He'll grab at any excuse to avoid 
doing the dishes. 

chance, opportunity, excuse seize 
on sth 

® v+prep 


grapple /orzp!; 


‘grapple with sth to try to deal with a difficult 
situation or solve a difficult problem: I’ve spent 
all afternoon grappling with these accounts. 
problem, issue ¥© wrestle with sth 
Grapple with sth can be used in the pas- 
sive: This is an issue that is being grappled with 
by the council. 


had been ground down by years of poverty. 
wear sb down 
© v+nipron+ adv è vtadvtn 


grind sth ‘down to rub sth against a hard sur- 


face in order to make it smooth and shiny 
wear sth down 
@ v+nipron+ adv + v+advtn 


grind ‘on to continue for a long time in a boring 


or unpleasant wav: The negotiations ground on 
for months. 
@ vtadv 


grind sth ‘out 1 to produce sth in large quan- 


tities over a long period of time, especially sth 
that is not interesting or of good quality: He 


to grow again after it has been cut or damaged: 
His hair grew back thicker after he shaved his 
head, 

Evel hair 

© v + adv 


grow ‘into sth 1 to gradually become sth over a 


period of time: Ske had grown into a beautiful 
young woman. 2 if a child grows into clothes, 
he/she becomes big enough to fit into them: Tis 
coats too big for him now, but he'll grow into it. 
coat, trousers, etc. grow out of sth 3 
to become familiar with and confident in a new 
job, activity, etc: He needs time to grow into the 
Jou. BEJ job, role 


ically an adult: He has two grown-up children. 2 
adult, mature: Susie is very grown-up for her age. 
> ‘grown-up n (informal (used especially by 
adults when talking to children, or by children) 
an adult person: The grown-ups uNtll sit at one 
table and the children at another 


grub (grab; (-bb-) 


grub sth ‘out/up (rare) to dig sth out of the 
ground: Thousands of miles of hedgerows have 
been grubbed up. 
dig sth out; dig sth up 
@ vtadv+n « vtna/pron+ adv 


© v+ prep grinds out a novela month. churn sth out 2 © v+ prep guard jga:d; AmE ga:rd/ 
to press a burning cigarette down firmly with ‘grow on sb if sb/sth grows on you, you grad- , ; th.: i 
grasp: Am . DnR ' ; ‘gu nst doin 
grasp (grasp; AmE græsp; your hand or your foot in order to stop it burn- ually like them/it more and more: That paint- guard against sth; 'guard agalnst g 


‘grasp at sth/sb to try to take hold of sth/sh in 
your hands: She grasped at his coat. 
28YN> catch at sth/shb: clutch at sth/sb 
® v+prep 

‘grasp at sth to try to take advantage of an 


ing: He ground out the cigarette with his heel. 
stub sth out 
@ v+adv+n « v+nipron+ adv 


grope jgraup; AME group; 


opportunity, especially because you are unhappy ‘grope for sth to try hard tu find sth: I stepped in 


with the present situation: He grasped at any 
hope of escape. 

clutch at sth 

© v+prep 


the door and groped for the light switch. o (figura- 
tive) ‘Yes, but....’ He was groping jor words. 

tight, word, answer 

É v+ prep 


IN grasp at ‘straws to try very hard to find a ‘grope towards sth (rare) to try to find an 


solution to a problem or some hope in a difficult 
or unpleasant situation, even though this seems 
very unlikely 


Grass gras; AmE gres/ 


agreement, an answer to a problem, etc: The two 
parties are groping towards a compromise. 
@ v+ prep 


QFroSS /yraus; AmE grous/ 


grass sth ‘over to cover an area of ground with gross sh ‘out (AmE. informal) to make sb feel 


grass: The garden had been grassed over. 
Grass sth over is often used in the passive. 
@ vtadvt+n è v+n/pron + adv 

grass sb ‘up (BrE, informal) to inform the 
police or sb in authority about a crime or sth bad 
that sb has done: My girlfriend grassed me up. 
It is also possible to say: My girlfriend 
grassed (on me). 
@ v+nipron+adv + vtadven 


gravitate ‘orevieit; 


‘gravitate to/toward(s) sb/sth to move 
towards sb/sth that you are attracted to: Most vis- 
itors to New York gravitate to Times Square. 

@ v+prep 


disgusted: His greasy hair really grosses me out! 
È v +n/pron + adv « v + ady +n (less frequent) 


ground igraund/ 
be ‘grounded inon sth to be based on sth: Is 


the story grounded in fact? 
@ be +v+ prep 


Grow grou, AmE grovu/ (grew /gru:/grown 


/graon; AME groun/) 


grow a'part to become less close to sb in a rela- 


tionship: We used to be good friends, but we've 
Brown apart. 
@ vt adv 


grow a'way from sb to come to have a less 


grind /gramd/ (ground, ground /graund/) 


grind sb ‘down to treat sb in a harsh way or 
annoy them for a long time until they can no 
longer defend themselves or fight back: Don't let 


close relationship with sb; to depend on sb less: 
She has grown away from her parents. 
& v + adv + prep 


ing’s really grown on me. 
@ vt prep 


grow ‘out if the colour or style of your hair 


grows out, it disappears as your hair grows: I 
had my hair coloured six weeks ayo, but tt’s grow- 
ing out now. 

@ viady 


grow sth ‘out to let your hair grow so that the 


colour or style changes or disappears: I've decide 
to grow the layers out. 
@ vtniprontady + v+advin 


grow ‘out of sth 1 if a child grows out of 


clothes, hefshe becomes too big to wear them: 
She grows out of her clothes so fast! RU coat, 
trousers, atc. outgrow sth grow into 
sth 2 to stop doing something or suffering from 
sth as you become older: He grew out of his 
eczema as he got older. o He was a very rebellious 
teenager, but he grew out of it YD outgrow 
sth 3 to develop from sth: These laws grew out of 
a need to protect children. 

@ v+ adv + prep 


grow ‘up 7 when a person grows up, they 


become an adult: Aate’s growing up fast. o OR, 
grow up (= behave in a more sensible way) and 
stop making such a fuss! o He was a difficult teen- 
aver but prew up to be a responsible adult. 2 
[+adv/prep] to spend the time you are a child in a 
particular place or in a particular way: He grew 
up in Portugal. o Mel and I grew up together. © 
This generation has grown up on MTV. 3 to 
develop gradually: The town had grown up 
around the abbey. o A cult had grown up around 
him. 358) develop 

Do not confuse this phrasal verb with 
grow. Grow can be used without an object to 
mean ‘increase in size. number, cost, etc.” Grow, 
but not grow up, can be used with an object: to 
grow vegetables. Usc bring sb up to refer to par- 
ents caring for their children until they are 
grown up and teaching them how to behave, etc. 

@ v+adv 


sth to do sth to prevent sth happening or to pro- 
tect yourself from sth: Clean the wound to guard 
against the danger of infection. o We should 
guard against the possibility of this happening 
again, o Regular exercise can help to guard 
against heart disease. 

danger, risks, possibility 

Guard against sth/against doing sth can 
be used in the passive: This danger must he 
guarded against. 

® v+ prep 


Guess ges 
‘guess at sth to try to imagine sth or make a 


judgement without knowing all the facts: We can 
anly guess at the reason for his actions. 

Guess ai sth can be used in the passive: 
Her feelings can only be guessed at. 

© v+prep 


guip /galp/ 


guip sth 'back (rare) to stop yourself showing 


that you are upset by swallowing hard: She 
gulped back her tears. 

tears 

@ vtadv+n + v+n/pron+ adv 


gulp sth ‘down to swallow sth quickly and nois- 


ly: He gulped down a giass af water: 

water, coffee, etc. 

Gulp sth can also be used with a similar 
meaning. 

© viadvt+n » v+nipron+adv 


gum /gam/(-mm-) 
gum sth ‘up (BrE, informal, rare) to fill sth with 


a sticky substance so that it cannot move or 
work: My eyes were all gummed up. o The sub- 
stance gummed the machine up. 

Gum sth up is often used in the passive. 
@ vtniprontady + vtadv+n 


FESCUE P Emenee ee eM a ee 


gun /gan/ (-nn-) 


gun sb ‘down (informad to shoot sb, especially 
so as to kill or seriously injure them: He was 
gunned down outside his home. © Terrorists 
gunned down six people in the town last month. 
shoot sb 
Gun sh down is often used in the passive. 
@ viadvtn « v+pron+adv è vtn+ adv (rare) 

‘gun for sb (informal (only used in the progres- 
sive tenses) to try to blame sb or cause trouble for 
them: She's been gunning for me since I came to 
work here. 
© v+prep 

‘gun for sth (informal (only used in the progres- 
sive tenses) to try hard to get sth; to aim for sth: 
They are both gunning for places in the cham- 
pionship. 
© v+ prep 


QGussy ‘gasi' (gussies, gussying. gussied, 
gussied) 


gussy sb/sth 'up; gussy yourself ‘up (ime. 
informal) to dress sb/yourself in special, attract- 
ive clothes; to decorate sth to make it look 
attractive: She gussied herself up for the big 
party. © Jim's got all gussied up! o My dress 
was plain, but I gussied it up with some jewellery. 
> The city was gussied up for the President's visit, 
doli yourself up (in sth); be/get dolled up 
(in sth) 
Gussy sb/sth up is usually used in the pas- 
sive with be or get. 
@ vtadvin + v+tpron+ady 


AUPE TUE eee a ee ee ee EEE aut 


hack nek; 
hack sth a‘bout (BrE, informal, disapproving) 


to cut or change sth in a rough and careless way: 
The hairdressers have hacked her hair about a 
hit. o (figurative) The script was hacked about by 
several people before the movie was finished. 

@ v+nipron + ady 


‘hack at sth: hack a'way (at sth) to try to cut 


sth using strong rough blows with an axe, a 
knife, scissors, etc: She's really hacked at my hav: 
it’s a complete mess. o He was hacking away at 
the trees with an axe. © Don't hack at it! Cut it 
carefully! 

@ v+prep « v+ adv 


hack sth ‘down to cuta tree, ete. roughly so that 


it falls to the ground: They are hacking down the 
forests to sell the timber 

tree 1570) chop sth down 

@ vi nipron+ adv + vtadv+n 


hack ‘into sth (computing) to find a way of look- 


ing at or changing the information on sb else’s 
computer without their knowledge or permis- 
sion: A teenage girl managed to hack into the 
bank's computer. 

@ v+ prep 


hack sb ‘off (BrE, informal) to make sb feel 


extremely annoyed or irritated: He was hacked 
off with the whole situation. o She always wants 
her jobs done in the next 10 minutes. That really 
hacks me off 

Hack sb off is usually used in the passive 
or as an adjective. 

@ v+nipron + adv « vtadvin 


hack sth ‘off; hack sth ‘off sth to cut sth off 


sth with rough heavy blows: They hacked aff the 
dead branches. o He hacked the padlock off the 
door o She was always threatening to hack her 
lovely long hair off with the Kitchen scissors. 

287%) chop sth off, chop sth off sth 

@ viadven + v+n/pron+ adv + v+ni/pron+ prep 


hack sth ‘up to cut sth very roughly into large 


pieces: He hacked up the meat with a large knife. 
chop sth up 
@ vtadvtn è v+nipron+ adv 


hail mei! 


‘hail from ... (formal) (not used in the progressive 


tenses) to come from or to live in a particular 
place: Which part of Ireland does he hail from? 
© v+prep 


ham jhem/ -mm-) 


ham it ‘up (informal) to act in a deliberately arti- 
ficial or exaggerated way: The actors were reaily 
hamming if up. 
@ v+it+ adv 


hammer (hemear)/ 


hammer a'way at sth io work hard in order to 
finish or achieve sth; to repeat sth again and 
again: He kept hammering away at the same point 
all through the meeting. 
& v + adv + prep 

hammer sth ‘in; hammer sth ‘into sb to 
force sb to learn sth by repeating it many times: 
FU manage to hammer the point in somehow. © 
They have had English grammar hammered into 
therm. 
@ v+nipron+ady + v+advtn + v+n/pron + prep 

hammer sth ‘out 1 to discuss a plan, a deal, ete. 
for a long time and with great effort, until sth is 
decided or agreed on: Jf took weeks to hammer out 
an agreement. BEI deal, agreement. policy 2 to 
produce a sound, play a tune, etc. especially on a 
piano, loudly and not very well: She hammered 
out ‘Happy Birthday’ on the piano. 
@ v+advtn è v+n/pron+ adv 


hand jheend/ 


hand sth a‘round (especially AmE) = HAND STH 
ROUND 

hand sb ‘back to sb/sth used by a television 
or radio reporter at the end of a report from a 
particular place to show that the main presenter 
will continue: New TH hand vou back to Trevor 
in the studio. 
@ v + nipron + adv + prep 

hand sth ‘back (to sb) 1 to give sth back to the 
person, country, etc. who used to have it or who 
owns it legally: The territory was handed back to 
Egypt. > We will not press charges if the stolen 
money is handed back. money, control 2 to 
give sth back to the person who gave it to you: Ske 
looked quickly at my passport and then handed tt 
back. Ded passport, letter, glass In infor- 
mal spoken language hand sb back sth and, less 
often, hand sb sth back are also used: 7 handed 
her back her pen. o I handed her her pen back. 
give sth back (to sb); return sth (to sb) 
© vtnipron+adv + vtadvin 

hand sth ‘down 1 (aiso hand sth ‘on) (to sb) to 
give or leave sth to a younger person: All my 
clothes were handed down to me by my brother o 
These skills have been handed down from 


Le oe rere eee errr 
* . ee NEE EE Per ee eee eee eee eee er rr 


generation to generation. ò He’s got no one to 
hand the family house on to. tradition, cus- 
tom, skills 1570 pass sth down (to sb) In 
this meaning hand sth down is usually used in 
the passive. 2 (especially AME) (of a court of law 
or other official body) to announce an official 
decision: The judge handed down a sentence of 
SEX years, decision, sentence, verdict 

®© viniprontadyv è v+adven 

b ‘hand-me-down n [usually pl] (especially 
Ame) clothing that is no longer wanted and is 
given to sb else, especially a younger brother or 
sister: J used to hate wearing my brother’s hand- 
me-downs. 


hand sth ‘in (to sb) 4 to give a piece of work to 
sb, such as a teacher, so that they can correct, 
read or deal with it; to give sth to sb in authority 
because it belongs to them or is lost: Make sure 
you hand in your homework on time. o Hand your 
room keys in by 10 a.m BSJ essay, homework 
25*8) give sth in (to sb) 2 to tell sb officially that 
you intend to leave your job: I’ve just handed in 
my notice, 683) only your notice, your resigna- 
tion give sth in (to sb); resign . 
$ vt+adv+n + v+n/pron + adv 

hand sth ‘on (to sb) 4 to send or give sth to 
another person after you have finished with it: 
Hand on the magazine to your friends. o The task 
has been handed on fo me. 2 > WAND STH DOWN 1 
pass sth on (to sb) 
@ vtadv+n + v+nipron+adv 


hand sth ‘out (to sb) 1 to give sth to each person 
in a group: She handed textbooks out to the new 
students. B83) leaflets, money give sth 
out, pass sth out (to sb} 2 to give advice, eriti- 


Pumbdeeere 


» ‘handover n [C] [U] the act of moving power or 
responsibility from one person or group to 


another; the period during which this happens 
+ see also HANDOVER at HAND SB/STH OVER (TO 
$B), HAND YOURSELF OVER (TO SB) 


hand sb/sth ‘over (to sb), hand yourself 


‘ever (to sb} to give sb/sth officially to sb else, 
especially sb in authority: They handed him over 
fo the police. © He forced me to hand over the keys 
to the safe. 

deliver sb/sth over/up (to sb), deliver 
yourself over/up (to sb) (more formal 

@ v+nipron+ady « vtadvt+n 

p ‘handover 7: [C] [U] the act of giving a person or 
a thing to sb in authority 

> see ais HANDOVER at HAND OVER TO 35, HAND 
STH OVER TO $B 


hand sth ‘round (especially BrE) (AmE usually 


hand sth a‘round) to offer or pass sth (especially 
food and drink) to each person in a group of 
people or in a room: Could you hand round the 
sandwiches, please? 

@ vitadvin » v+ n/pron + adv 


hang ihæn/ (hung, hung hap’) 


~ about ~ out 
- about together ~ over 
~ about with ~ round 
~ around ~ round together 
~ around together ~ Found with 
~ around with ~ together 
139 ~ back ~ UD 
~on 140 ~ with 
~ onto, on to 


cism, a punishment, etc. to sb: The courts are Nang a'bout (BrE) 1 (informal = anc 0n32 = 


handing out tough sentences to frequent offenders. 
information, punishment, sentence 

YN) dish sth out (to sb} (informal) 

È v+nipron+ adv e vtadvt+n 

e ‘handout n 1 something that is given free to 
people, especially food, money or clothes 2 a 
document giving information about sth, espe- 


HANG AROUND 


hang a'bout, hang a'bout sth (BrE) = HANG 


AROUND, PANG AROUND STH 


hang a'bout with sb: hang a’‘bout 


together (BrE) = WANG AROUND WITH 8B, HANG 
AROUND TOGETHER 


cially one that is given to a group or aclass by a hang a'round (BrE also hang a'bout/round) 


teacher, speaker, etc. 


«hand ‘over to sb; hand sb ‘over to sb (espe- 
cially BrE) to give sb else a turn to speak when 
you have finished talking: I’d like to hand over 
now tO our guest speaker o PH hand you over to 
dad for a chet. 
© v+adv+ prep + v+n/pron+ adv + prep 

hand ‘over to sb; hand sth ‘over to sb to 
give sb else your position of power or authority: 
to give sb else the responsibility for dealing with 
a particular situation: Jam resigning and hand- 
ing over to my deputy o My father has handed 
over the business to me. 

@ vt+adv+prep + v+adv+n+prep e 
y+ n/pron + adv + prep 


(informal) 1 to wait: Sorry to Keep you hanging 
around for so long. o I won't hang about for you if 
you're late. walt around (for sb/sth) 2 to 
delay doing sth; to be slow to do sth: Have you fin- 
ished already? You don't hang about do you? 

®© v + adv 


hang a’round; hang a'round sth (BrE also 


hang a'bout'round, hang a'bout'round sth) 
(informal to spend time somewhere, without 
doing very much: We spent most of the day hang- 
ing about doing nothing. o Children hang 
around the streets because there's nowhere for 
them to play o Why are they always hanging 
round our house? 

$ v+ady « v+prep 


DEPP ee ee EM OT eS 


hang a'round with sb; hang a‘round 


together (BrE also hang a‘bout/'round with 
sb, hang a'bout/round together) (informal to 
spend a lot of time with sb or with a group of 
people: Bob hangs around with Tim. o Bob and 
Tim hang around together o I don’t like the Kind 
of people she hangs about with. 

go around with sb, go around together 
@ vtadv+prep + v+ adv + adv 


hang ‘back 1 to not move forwards because you 


are nervous or afraid: She hung back, afraid to ga 
near the dog. 2 to stay behind in a place such asa 
school or an office after most of the other people 
have left: My friends rushed out, but I hung hack 
to talk to the teacher 3 to be unwilling to do sth; to 
hesitate: This is a great opportunity. We can't 
afford ta hang back. 

® v+adv 


hang ‘on 1 to hold sb/sth firmly: Hang on tight 


and you won't fall off o The horse suddenly gal- 
loped off and I tried to hang on as best as I could, 
-> see also HANG ONTO STH/SB, HANG ON TO STH/SB 
2 (BrE, spoken, informal) used to ask sb to wait 
for a short time: Hang on a minute — Pm nearly 
ready. o The line's engaged. Would vou like to 
hang on? 3 (BrE also hang a’bout) (spoken. 
informal) used to tell sb to stop what they are 
doing or saying, because you have just realized 
sth, or because you do not understand sth: Hang 
on! I’ve had an idea. o Hang on! How much did 
you say it was? o Hang on! That's not what I said! 
4 to continue doing sth even when the situation 
is difficult: How much longer can their troops 
hang on in that position? 5 to wait for sth to hap- 
pen: Tneedan answer soon- don’t keep me hang- 
ing on. 

hoid on 

@ v+adv 

hang (on) ‘in there (informal) to continue 
trying to do sth, even though it is very difficult: 
Hang on in there! The exams will soon be over 


‘hang on sth to depend on sth: My whole future 


hung on his decision. 
decision }s¥) depend on sth 
® v+ prep 


‘hang sth on sb (informal, especially Amk) to 


blame sb for sth, often unfairly: You can’t hang 
the damage to your computer on me I wasn’t 
even there! 

®© v+nipron+prep 


hang ‘onto sthisb; hang ‘on to sthisb to 


hold sth/sb tightly: Hang onto my hand while we 
cross the road. 

387) hold on, hotd onto sth/sb, hold on to sth/sb 
-> see also HANG ON 

@ vtadv «v+prep + v+ adv + prep 


hang ‘onto sb/sth; hang ‘on to sb/sth 


(informal) to keep sb/sth; to not sell, give away or 
lose sth: Hang on to the receipt in case you want to 
change the dress. o You can hang on to the book 


hang up 


Jor a bit longer if you want. o I hope she manages 
to hang on to her job. o The company seems to be 
incapihie of hanging on to tts staff o He’s a great 
fuy~-you Should hang onto him! 

hold onto sb/sth, hold on to sb/sth 

@ vtprep « v+adv+prep 


hang ‘out (informal) 1 [+adv/prep) to spend a lot 


of time in a place or with a person or a group of 
people: Where does he hang out these days? o She 
used to hang out with the Beatles in the sixties. 2 
to spend time relaxing, doing very little: We've 
just been hanging out and listening to music. 

@ vt adv 

> ‘hang-out n (informa!) a place where you live 
or enjoy spending time with friends: a popular 
hang-out for teenagers 


hang sth ‘out to attach things that you have 


washed to a picce of string or rope outside so 
that they can dry: to put sth such as a flag. etc. out 
of a window or in a street by attaching it toa 
piece of string or rope: Have you hung the wash- 
ing out? o Many houses hung out a banner sup- 
porting the march. 

682 washing, clothes, flags, banner 

> see aiso HANG UP, HANG STH UP 1 

@ v+nipron+ adv + vt+adv+n 


hang ‘over sb/sth if a problem, a threat or sth 


sad hangs over you, you think about it or worry 
about it a let: A question mark hangs over the 
future of the club( no one Knows what is going 
to happen). © The threat of dismissal hung over 
vur heads. 

EVEJ question mark, threat head, future 


@ v+prep 


hang ‘round (BrE, informal): IANG AROUND 
hang ‘round: hang ‘round sth (BrE, infor- 


mal =HANG AROUND. IANG AROUND STH 


hang ‘round with sb: hang ‘round 


together (BrE, informal) = HANG AROUND WITH 
SB, HANG AROUND TOGETHER 


hang to'gether to be well organized and fit 


together well; to have parts that all agree with 
each other: The book doesn't really hang together 
o This account of what happened doesn’t hang 
together 

@ v + adv 


hang ‘up; hang sth ‘up 1 to attach sth from the 


top to a haok, a piece of string, etc. so that the 
lower part is frec or loose: to be attached in this 
way: My dress is hanging up in the wardrobe. © 
Shall I hang your coat up? o He took off his suit 
and hung it up carefully. coat, clothes > see 
also HANG STH OUT 2 (on sb) to end a telephone 
conversation, often very suddenly by putting 
down the part of the telephone that you speak 
into (the receiver) or switching the telephone 
off: She hung up on me. o Don't hang up. I'd like 
to talk ta Dad too. o I was so upset I hung up the 
phone. phone, receiver 3 to finish using sth 
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for the last time; to give up a particular activity, 
profession, ete: After twenty years playing foot- 
ball, he’s finally hanging up his boots. boots 
@ vtadv e vtadvin + v+n/oron+ adv 

get hung ‘up (.Am£) to be delayed: 7 got hung up 
in traffic. o Sorry I’m late — I got hung up at the 
office. 
© get+v+ adv 

‘hang with sb (AmZ, slang) to spend a lot of time 
with sb: Are you still hanging with those guys? 
© v+ prep 


hanker (heykar); 


‘hanker after/for sth to want sth very much: He 
hankered after big city life. 
long for sth 
© v+ prep 


happen (hepen; 


happen a'long’by (informal to arrive or 
appear unexpectedly: A police car happened 
along just at that moment. 
@ v+adv 


‘happen on/upon sb/sth (old-fashioned) to find 
or meet sb/sth by chance: J happened upon the 
book I wanted in a second-hand bookshop. 
come across sb/sth 
@ v + prap 


hark hak: AmE hærki 


‘hark at sb (spoken, humorous) used only in the 
form hark at sb, to show that you think what sb 
has just said is stupid, or shows too much pride: 
T need to lose some weight.’ ‘Hark at her! She's so 
thin Ican hardly see her! 

@ v+ prep 

hark ‘back to sth 1 to talk about or remember 
sth that happened in the past or was mentioned 
before: You can't keep harking back to the past. 
the past, youth In this meaning hark 
back to sth is often used in the progressive 
tenses. 2 (BrE) to remind you of or to be like sth 
in the past: The melody harks back to one of his 
earlier symphonies. SHG In this meaning hark 
back to sth is not used in the progressive tenses. 
@ v+adv+prep 


harp /hap: AmE ha:rp/ 


harp ‘on (about sth), ‘harp on sth (informal to 
keep talking about sth in a way that other people 
find annoying: He’s still harping on about having 
his bike stolen. o He's always harping on the 
same theme. 
go on (about sth) 
@ vtadv e v+prep 


hash hæj 


hash sth ‘out (AmE, informal) to discuss sth in 
detail for a long time in order to reach an agree- 
ment: They are still hashing out the details of the 
contract, 
thrash sth out 
@ vt+adv+n » v+n/pron+adv 


hatch jets; 


hatch ‘out (BrE) when a bird, an insect, etc. 


hatches out, it comes out of the egg; when an 
egg hatches out, it breaks open and a bird, an 
insect, ete, comes out: The chicks hatch out after 
fifteen. days. o Have the eggs hatched out yet? o 
When will the caterpillars hatch out? 

Hatch is used instead of hatch out in 
American English. It can also be used in British 
English. 

© v+adv 


haul ho: 


haul sb be'fore sb/sth (also haul sb ‘up 


before sb/sth) (informal to make sb appear ina 
court of law in order to be judged: They were 
hauled before the courts. o They hauled ker up in 
front of senior officers. 

bring sb before sb/sth (more formal) 

In front of sb/sth can be used instead of 
before: They hauled her up in front of senior offi- 
cers. + Haul sb (up) before/in front of sb/sth is 
often used in the passive. 

-> seve also HAUL SR UP 

© v+nipron + prep 


haul sb ‘off (to sth/...)(informad to take sb some- 


where by force: They hauled him off to jail. 
FYK) drag sb off (to sth/...) 
@ v+nipron+ adv + v+adv +n (rare) 


«haul sb ‘up (informal) to make sb appear in a 


court of law in order to be judged: He was hauled 
up ona charge of dangerous driving. 

Haul sb up is often used in the passive. 

-> Sev also HAUL $B BEFORE SB/STH 

®© v+n/pron+ adv + v+adv +n (rare) 


have shev, ov, hev/ (has, having, had, had) 
have sth a'gainst sb/sth (a/so have got sth 


against sb/sth) (not used in the progressive 
tenses) to dislike sb/sth for a particular reason: 
Pue got nothing against her family personally 
— it’s just that there are so many of them!o TI 
don’t know what she had against me. 

65] nothing, anything, something 

Have sth against sb/sth is not used in the 
passive. 

© v + pron + prep 
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have sb a'round (especially AmE) — 11AVF SB 


OVER 


have it a'way (with sb) (BrE, slang) = Have IT 


OFF (WITH SB} 


have sb ‘back (especially BrE) 1 to allow a hus- 


band, wife or partner that you are separated 
from to return: He had his wife back time and 
time again. Y7 take sb back 2 to invite sb to 
your house after you have been somewhere with 
them: After the cinema we had everybody back for 
coffee. ask sb back; invite sb back (more 
format) 

Have sb back is not used in the passive. 

& vt nipron+ adv 


have sth 'back to receive sth that has been bor- 


rowed or taken from you: Can I have the book 
back by Thursday? 

Have sth back is not used in the passive. 
@ v+nipron+ adv + v +adv +n (rare) 


have sb ‘down as sth (especially Bri) to think 


that sb is a particular type of person, especially 
when in fact they are not: T didn’t have you 
down as the jealous type. 

[tga Have sb down as sth is not used in the 
passive. 

© v+nipron + adv + prep 


have sb ‘in (also have got sb ‘In) to have sb 


doing some work in your home or office: They've 
goat the builders in ail week. o We had the inspect- 
ors inon Tuesday. 

fie Have sb in is not used in the passive. 

@ v+nipron + adv 


have sth ‘in (c/so have got sth in) (not used in 


the progressive tenses) to have a supply of sth in 
your home, etc: Do we have enough food in for the 
holiday? o I wanted to get a new swimsuit, Dut the 
store didn't have any in yet. 
Have sth in is not used in the passive. 
© v+nipron + adv 

have it ‘off (also have it a'way (with sb)) (BrE, 
slang) to have sex with sb 
& vtit+adv 


have sb ‘on (informal) (usually used in the pro- 


gressive tenses) to joke with sb hy pretending sth 
is true when it is not: ‘We've won a new car!’ 
‘You're having me on” 

® v + ripron + adv 


have sth ‘on (also have got sth ‘on) 1 (not used 


in the progressive tenses) to be wearing sth: She's 
got her best dress on. © He had nothing (= no 
clothes) on! o He had on a blue and white checked 
shirtand jeans. clothes, coat, hat, etc. JEYK) 
be wearing sth 2 to have a piece of electrical 
equipment switched on: / didn't hear you come in 
because I had the radio on. television, radio 
3 to have something planned or arranged: J’ve 
had a lot on recently o What do you have on (for) 


head for 


tomorrow? nothing, something, a lot 
Have sth on is not used in the passive. 
@® v+in/pron+ adv 

4 also v + adv +n (less frequent) 


have sth 'on sb/sth (also have got sth ‘on 


sb/sth) (informal) (not used in the progressive 
tenses) to know sth bad about someone that can 
be used against them: The police had nothing on 
him (= no evidence that he had committed a 
crime). 

GE something, nothing 

[Relig Have sth on sb/sth is not used in the 
passive. 

< v + n/pron + prep 


have sth ‘out 1 to have a tooth or an organ of 


your body removed: J had to have a tooth out. WEJ 
tooth, appendix, tonsils 2 (with sb) to talk to sb 
openly to try to settle a dispute or disagreement: 
She finally decided to have it out with him. 
it 

Have sth out is not used in the passive. 

@ v + ni/pron + adv 


have sb ‘over (also have sb a'round especially 


Ams) (BrE also have sb 'round) to invite sb to 
come to your house: They had some friends over 
iasi night. o We're having people round for din- 
ner tonight. 

Have sb over/around/round js not used in 
the passive, 

@ v + pron + adv 


have sb ‘up (for sth) (BrE. informat) to accuse sb 


of sth and bring them to a court of law to be 
examined by a judge: He was had up for danger- 
ous driving. 

Have sb up is usually used in the passive. 
@ v+nipron + adv 


hawk hak; 


hawk sth a'bout/a'round/round: hawk 


sth a'bout/a'round/round sth (8rF) to try 

to sell things by going from place to place asking 

people to buy them: Pirate copies of their CD were 

being hawked around. o They hawked their 

newsletter around student bars. 

$ v+nipron + adv «+ v+ adv +n (less frequent) + 
v+nipron + prep 


head hea; 


‘head forfttowards sth (aiso be ‘headed for/ 
towards sth especially AmE) (often used in the 
progressive tenses) 1 to be going in a particular 
direction or to a particular place: It's time I was 
heading for home. o Jane headed for the door. 
Ys) make for sb/sth 2 to be likely to experience 
sth, especially sth bad: They're heading for 
trouble. o The country is headed for an economic 
disaster, GEAtrouble, defeat, disaster, victory, 
a fall 
@ v+prep + be+v+prep 


head off 142. 


jhead ‘off to leave a place to go somewhere else or 
do sth else: it’s time we headed off to get the train. 
@® vt adv 


head sb ‘off to get in front of sb in order to make 
them turn back or go in a different direction: 
Police tried to head off the demonstrators before 
they got to the city hail, 
8x8) intercept sb (more formal) 
® vtadvt+n + v+nipron+ ady 


head sb/sth ‘off to prevent sth; to stop sb from 
doing sth: Their attempts to head off criticism 
have failed. 
@ vtadv+n è vtnipron+ adv 


‘head towards sth (also be ‘headed towards 
sth especially Am) = HEAD FOR/TOWARDS STH, BE 
HIEADED FOR/TOWARDS STH 

head ‘up sth; head it/them ‘up io be in 
charge of sth such as a department, a company, 
an organization, etc: She heads up our finance 
division. 
operation, company 
TAA A noun must always follow up, but a pro- 
noun comes between the verb and up. + This 
phrasal verb is also used in the passive: The new 
company will be headed up by Graham Hart. 
Head sth is also used with the same mean- 
ing: She heads our finance division. 

@ viadvi+n + v+pron+ adv 


heal hii; 


heal ‘upfover if a cut, a wound, etc. heals 
up/over, it closes and becomes healthy again: 
Her leg took a long time to heal up. o The cut has 
healed over now. 
Heal is often used with the same meaning. 
@ v+ adv 


heap hip; 


‘heap A on B; 'heap B with A (also 'heap A 
upon B more formal) 1 to put alot of sth ina pile 
on sth: She heaped food on my plate. o The food 
was heaped on the piate. o The chairs were 
heaped with cushions. 2 to offer or give sb a lot of 
sth, especially praise or criticism: They heaped 
scorn upon his proposal. © Praise was heaped on 
the police for their handling of the case. 
praise, scorn 
These phrasal verbs are often used in the 
passive. 
® v+n/pron + prep 

heap sth ‘up to put sth into a pile: A huge pile of 
washing was heaped up in a corner. 
¥®) pile sth up 
@ v+nipron+ adv « vtadvt+n 


hear ihor AmE hr; (heard, heard /h3:d; 
AME nairds) 


‘hear about sb/sth to be told news or informa- 
tion about sb/sth: I'm so sorry to hear about your 
mother (= for example, that she is ill). o Have you 
heard about your job yet (= if you have got it or 
not)? 

@ v+prep 
‘hear from sb: 'hear sth from sb 1 to receive 
news or information from sb, usually by letter or 
telephone: Do you ever hear from any of your 
school friends? o (written) I look forward to hear- 
ing from you. ol haven't heard anything from 
Kate for ages, 2 to formally get sb's opinion about 
sth or their description of sth that has happened, 
such as an accident, etc: Can we hear from some 
of the women in the audience? o The police would 
like to hear from anyone who witnessed the acci- 
dent. o I'd like to hear something from somebody 
who's had experience of studying abroad. 
® v+prep » v+n/pron+ prep 
‘hear of sb/sth to know about sb/sth because you 
have been told about them/it: I’ve heard of the 
Alexander technique, but I don’t know anything 
about it. o Poe never heard of him. 
Hear of sb is often used in the present per- 
fect tense with have. 
-> see also UNHEARD-OF at HEAR OF SB/STII, HEAR 
STH OF SB/STH 
® v+ prep 
‘hear of sb/sth; ‘hear sth of sb/sth to have 
news of sb/sth: J was sorry to hear of your acci- 
dent. © He was last heard af in Liverpool. o 
You're going abroad? This is the first I’ve heard 
of it's From what I’ve heard of Andy he’s 
become very successful. o J expect we'll hear more 
of this bana in the future. 
H Hear of sb is often used in the passive. 
=> see also NOT HEAR OF STH, NOT HEAR OF 5B 
DOING STH 
@ viprep + v+n/pron+prep 
» unheard-of adj that has never been known or 
done; surprising: It’s almost unheard-of for it to 
rain there in July. 
not ‘hear of sth; not ‘hear of sb doing sth 
to not allow something or not allow sb to do sth: 7 
offered to go but she wouldn't hear of it. o They 
wouldn't hear of us postponing the trip. 
> see Also UNHEARD-OF at HEAR OF SB/STH, HEAR 
STH OF SB/STH 
© v+prep 

hear sb ‘out to listen until sb has finished say- 
ing what they want to say: J know you don’t 
believe me, but please hear mie out! 
®© v+n/pron+ ady 
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heat hit, 

heat ‘up (AME) = HoT uP 

heat ‘up; heat sth ‘up to become warm or hot; 
to make sth warm or hot: The pipes will expand 
as they heat up. o We can heat up the soup in the 
nmucrowave. 
iv) warm up, warm sth up 
@ vtadv « v+adv+n  v+n/pron + adv 


hedge hedy; 


hedge sth a'bout/a'round/round with sth 
(BrE, formal to surround and limit sth with 
conditions or restrictions: Employment is 
hedged around with legislation nowadays, 
Hedge sth about/around/round with sth 
is usually used in the passive. 
& v + n/pron + adv + prep 

hedge sb/sth ‘in to surround sb/sth with sth; to 
restrict the freedom of sb todosth: Thecathedral 
is hedged in by other buildings. o He felt hedged 
in by all the rules and regulations. 
wy fence sb in; hem sb/sth in 
Hedge shisth in is often used in the 
passive. 
© v+nipront+ adv « v+adv+n 


help help; 


help sth a'long to try to make sth happen more 
quickly or easily: My mother always says that a 
cup of tea helps things along. © His father’s 
name helped along his career in the early days. 
® v+nipront adv « v+ adv +n (less frequent) 
help sb ‘offi'on with sth to help sb to take off 
or put on a piece of clothing. such asa coat: Can I 
help you off with your coat? o She helped him on 
with his dressing gown. 
> v + nipron+ adv + prep 
help ‘out (with sth), help sb ‘out (with sth) to 
help sb in order to make things easier for them, 
for example by doing some of their work or by 
giving them money: Thank you for helping out. © 
My dad said he'd help me out with money. 
Help (with sth) and help sb (with sth) 
can be used with the same meaning. 
® vtadv + v+niprontady + v+adv tn (rare) 
‘help sb to sth: ‘help yourself to sth to give 
sb/yourself some food or drink: Can I help any- 
one to more chicken? o Please help yourselves to 
salad. 
@ v+nipron + prep 


hem /hem/ (-mm-) 


hem sb/sth ‘in to surround sb/sth with sth so 
that they cannot move freely: The thick trees 
hemmed them in on all sides. o The ship was 
hemmed in by the ice. o (figurative) We felt 


hint 


hemmed in by restrictions. 

EY fence sb in 

Hein sb/sth in is often used in the passive. 
@ vt+nipron+adv « v+advt+n 


herd hs-d: AmE ha:rd! 


herd to'gether, herd sb/sth to'gether to 
move or make sb/sth move in a particular direc- 
tion: They were herded together into trucks and 
driven away. 
Herd sb/sth together is often used in the 
passive. 
@ v+adv + v+nipron+ adv + v+advtn 


hide jhaid/ (hid /hid/hidden /‘hidn/) 


hide a'way; hide yourself a'way to go toa 
place secretly because you do not want anyone to 
find you: She used to hide away in her room when 
she got depressed. o She hid herself away until 
she feit better. 
®© vtadv + v+pron+ adv 
> ‘hideaway 7 a place where sb goes to be alone 
hide sb/sth a'way to put sb/sth in a secret place 
so that no one else can find them/it: You won't 
find your present -- lve hidden it away! 
® v +nipron+ adv + v +adv +n (less frequent) 
hide ‘out to go to a secret place to escape from sb 
who is trying to find you: He hid out in the woods. 
@ vtadv 
» ‘hideout 7 a place where sb goes when they do 
not want to be found 


hike hak; 


hike sth ‘up 1 (informal) to lift or pull up a piece 
of clothing that you are wearing: He hiked up his 
trousers and waded into the water. hitch sth 
up 2 to increase a price or rate suddenly and by a 
large amount: They hiked up the price by 40%. 
E) jack sth up (2formal), put sth up 
Hike sth is used less often with this meaning. 
@ viadvin«vtprontadv è v+n+advy (rare) 


hinge fhmd3/ 


‘hinge on sth (also ‘hinge upon sth more formal) 
if an action, a result, etc. hinges on/apon sth, it 
depends on it completely or is strongly influ- 
enced by it: My whole career could hinge on the 
results of these exams. © The success of the pro- 
ject hinges on how well everyone works together. 
$ v+ prep 


hint imt 


‘hint at sth to suggest in an indirect way that sth 
is true or likely: in his speech the Prime Minister 
hinted at an early election. 

A Hint at sth can be used in the passive: The 
problem was only hinted at. 
© v + prep 
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hire /haia(r)/ 


hire sb ‘out; hire yourself ‘out (to sb) (as sth) 
to arrange for sb to work for sb else; to arrange to 
work for sb: The agency hires out cleaning staff o 
He hires himself out to farmers at harvest time. o 
He had been hired out to them as an expert. 
@ v+adv+n è v+nipron + adv 


hire sth ‘out (to sb) to allow sb to use sth for a 
short period of time in return for payment: The 
club will hire out tennis rackets to guests. 
equipment, boat let sth out (to sb); 
rent sth out (to sb) 
© v+ adv+n « v+nipron + adv 


hit /ħrt/ (hitting, hit, hit) 


hit ‘back (at sb/sth) to criticize or attack sb who 
has criticized or attacked you: Jn an interview 
she hit back at her critics. 
bite back (at sb/sth); strike back (aU 
agalnst sb/sth) 
® V+ adv 
‘hit sb for sth (also hit sb ‘up for sth) (slang, 
especially AmE) to ask sb for sth, especially 
money: They hit us for a commission as well, o 
She's always hitting me up for the cab fare home. 
© Does he always hit you for cash when he wants 
new clothes? 
@ v>n/pron+ prep + v+n/pron + adv + prep 
hit it ‘off (with sb) (informal) if two people hit it 
off with each other, they like each other and 
become friendly immediately: We hit it off from 
the start. > She didn’t really hit it off with the 
office manager. 
® v+il» adv 
‘hit on sb (AmE, slang) to talk to sb in a way that 
shows you are sexually attracted to them: He was 
hitting on my girlfriend! 
© v+ prep 
‘hit on sth (also 'hit upon sth more formal) (not 
used in the progressive tenses) to think of a plan, a 
solution, etc. suddenly or by chance: She hit on 
an idea for raising money. ò 1 realized I'd hit 
upon a solution to one of our main problems. 
(08) idea, method, formula, solution light 
on/upon sb/sth 
© v+ prep 
nit ‘out (at sb/sth) 1 to attack sb violently, espe- 
cially sb who is trying to hit or capture you: She 
Att out at the policeman as he tried to arrest her. © 
I just hit out blindly in all directions. strike 
out (at sb/sth) 2 to criticize sb or sth strongly: He 
hit out at the government’s decision. 
lash out (at sb/sth) 
@ v+adv 
hit sb ‘up for sth (especially AmE) = HIT SB FOR 
STH 


‘hit upon sth =r on STH 


hitch hits 
hitch sth ‘up to pull up a piece of your clothing: 


We hittched up our skirts and climbed over the 
wall. 

lavn) hike sth up (informal) 

@ v+ adv+n « v+n/pron+ adv 


hive hav; 
hive sth ‘off (into/to sth) (business) to separate 


sth from a larger group; to sell part of a com- 
pany: Some of the firm’s operations have been 
hived off inio a separate company. 

Hive sth off is often used in the passive. 

@ v+adv+n « v+pron+adv « v+n+ adv (rare) 


hold /hauld; AmE hould/ (held, hetd /held/) 


~ against -out 


~ back 146 ~ out for 
145 -back on -outon 

~ down ~ over 

~ forih -to 

-in ~ together 

~ off “Up 

~on - up as 

~ onto, on to _ ~with 


shold sth a‘gainst sb to allow sth bad that sb 


has done to make you like or respect them less: J 
know I was stupid — I hope you won't hold it 
against me. o Do you hold any grudges agains! 
him? o I don’t hold tt against him that he lied to 
me twice. 

it, grudge 

Hold sth against sb is often used with a 
negative such as don’t or won’, 

© v +n/pron + prep 


hold ‘back (from doing sth); hold sb ‘back 


(from dolng sth) to hesitate, or to make sb hesi- 
tate, to act or speak: Don’t hold back! This oppor- 
tunity is too good to miss! o Phil walked forward 
confidently but something held Ben back. ol 
nearly told him what I thought of him, but I held 
back. 

© v tadv è v+n/pron+ adv 


hold sb/sth ‘back 1 to prevent sb/sth from mov- 


ing forward or from eutering or leaving a place: 
The police were unable to hold back the fans. 2 to 
prevent the progress or development of sb/sth: 
Now that he’s got this job, there’ll be no holding 
him back. © Teaching all the children together 
can hold the brighter children back. © Low rates 
of investment will hold back technical progress. ó 
Parents claim the tests are being used to hold chil- 
dren back (= not let them progress to the next 
class). 

®© v»n/pron+ adv « v+adv+n 


shold sth ‘back 1 to stop yourself from express- 


ing or showing how you feel: They couldn’t 
hold back their laughter o He struggled to hold 


145 hold out 


back his tears. your tears, your laughter 
YN) keep sth back; contaln sth (nore formal) 
2 to not tell sb sth that you wish to keep secret: I 
think he’s holding something back; he knows 
more than he’s admitting. something, any- 
thing, Information ®© withhold sth (more Jor- 
mal) 3 to keep sth such as money to use later: £1 
000 of the grant will be held back unti! the project 
is completed. Hold sth back is often used 
in the passive in this meaning. 

@ v+adven » v+n/pron + adv 


hold ‘back on sth to try to spend only a little 


time, money, etc. on sth; to show controi in what 
you do: My grandmother never held back on the 
tea and cakes when we visited. © She held back on 
her questioning (= she did not ask too many ques- 
tions). 

® v+ adv prep 


hold sb ‘down to prevent sb from having their 


freedom or rights 
© vtadv+n è v*n/pron+ adv 


hold sb/sth ‘down to use force to hold sb/sth in 


a particular position and stop them/it from mov- 
ing: He was held down and kicked by the two men. 
& Hold the mouse button down as you move the 
cursor. 

® v+nipron+ adv è v+adv+n 


Ahold sth ‘down 14 to manage to keep a job, pos- 


ition, etc. even though it may be difficult for you 
to do so: He doesn’t seem able to hold down a Juil- 
time job. a job 2 (especially BrE) to keep sth 
at a low level: The company ts trying to hold down 
costs. © The rate of inflation must be held down. 
685) prices, wages, inflation, costs J keep 
sth down 3 (AmE, informal to limit sth, espe- 
cially a noise: Hold it down, will you? I'm trying 
to sleep! 4 (usually used in negative sentences) to 
be able to eat food without bringing it back out of 
your mouth: She kasn’t been able to hold any food 
down since the operation. food keep 
sth down 5 to not allow yourself to show or 
express a strong emotion: 7 had to hold down the 
urge to hit him. 

@ v+adv+n è v>n/pron> adv 


hold ‘forth (on/about sth) (ormal or Humorous) 


to speak for a long time and often jn a boring or 
annoying way: He was holding forth about how 
successful his business ts. 

@ v + adv 


hold sth ‘In 1 to keep sth inside a place so that it 


cannot fall out or escape: The straps hold the 
baby in securely. © I had to hold my stomach in (= 
pull the muscles flat) fo zip up my Jeans. your 
stomach, your tummy 2 to not show or express 
how you feel: 7 couldn’t hold in my anger any 
longer. let sth out 

® v>nipron+ adv + v+adven 


hold ‘off 1 if rain or a storm, etc. holds off, it 
does not start: J hope the rain holds off for the 
wedding. keep off 2 (also hold ‘off sth, 
hold ‘off (from) doing sth) to delay doing sth: I 
need to make a decision soon, but Pll hold off until 
next week. o The committee wiil hold off their 
decision until they receive the report. o I’m hold- 
ing off buying a dress until the sales start. 
Hold off sth is not used with a pronoun. 
@ 1+ adv 
2Z2v+adv ¢ v+adven + v+adv +-ing 
hold sb/sth ‘off to resist an attack by an enemy 
or an opponent: How long do you think you can 
hold off the attack? o He held off a late challenge 
from Davies to win the race. 
@ v+adv+n è v+ pron + adv 
hold ‘on 1 (spoken, informal) used to ask sb to 
wait or stop for a short time: Hold on a minute — 
I’m not quite ready. © Hold on! That doesn’t sound 
right. 2 to survive in a difficult or dangerous 
situation; to continue doing sth although St is dif- 
ficult: They managed to hold on until help 
arrived. 
hang on 
® v+ adv 
hold ‘on: hold ‘onto sth/sb; hold ‘on to 
sth/ab to hold sth/sb tightly; to not let go of 
sth/sb: Hold on tight — I'm going to speed up! o 
Hold onto your hat or i? ll blow away. o I had to 
hold onto the chair for support. 
hang on, hang onto sth/sb, hang on to sth/sb 
® v+adv è v+prep « v*+ adv> prep 
hold sth ‘on to keep sth in position So that it can- 
nat fal) off: Jt is these nuts and bolts that hold the 
wheels on. 
® v+ npon» adv « vy adv+n 
hold ‘onto sb/sth; hold ‘on to sb/sth to keep 
sth/sb; to not lose sth/sb: Hold on to the maga- 
zines for as long as you like. o The party will hold 
on to its majority at the next election. © She's a 
pood worker You should hold on to her o You 
must pass the ball else and not hold onto it. 
hang onto sb/sth, hang on to sb/sth 
(informal) 
®© v+prep « v+ adv + prep 
hold ‘out 1 if money or supplies, etc. hold ont, 
they last or remain: I’m staying here for as long 
as my money holds out. o Do you think the fine 
weather will hold out? last out 2 (against 
sb/sth) to resist an attack: The town continues to 
hold out against enemy bombing. 3 (against sth) 
to refuse to accept sth that you not agree with: We 
can't hold out against industrialization any 
longer. give in (to sb/sth) 
@ v+adv 
» ‘holdout nm (AmE) someone who resists an 
attack, an enemy or an opponent, or who refuses 
to accept sth 
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hold ‘out sth to offer a chance, hope or possibil- 
ity of sth: He may come, but I don’t hold out 
much kope. o This method seems to hold out the 
greatest promise of SUCCESS. 
BEJ the promise/prospect/possibility of..., hope 
[Ek Hold out sth is never used with a pronoun. 
@vitadven 
hold sth ‘out to hold sth such as your hand or sth 
in your hand, infront of you towards sb else: She 
held her cup out for more coffee. o ‘You must be 
Kate,’ he said, holding out his hand. 
ey hand 
@ vtnipront+ adv + vtadvtn 
hold ‘out for sth to deliberately delay reaching 
an agreement in the hope that you will gain sth; 
to refuse to accept anything less than what vou 
are asking for: Union leaders are holding out for a 
better degl, 
© v+ adv + prep 
hold ‘out on sb (informal) to refuse to tell or 
give sb sth: You promised to give me the money. 
Stop holding out on me. 
@ v+ adv + prep 
hold sth ‘over 1 to leave sth to be dealt with 
later: We decided to hold the matter over until the 
next meeting. YEY) postpone sth 2 (Amk) to 
show a film/movie or play for longer than 
planned because it is so successful: The show is 
being held over for another month. 
(ise Hold sth over is often used in the passive. 
@ v+nipron+ adv + vtadvtn 
» ‘holdover n (AmE) a person who keeps a pos- 
ition of power, for example sb who had a particu- 
lar position in one government and who still has 
it in the next 
hold sth ‘over sb to use sth that you know about 
sb in order to threaten them and to make them do 
what you want: I don’t want to give him anything 
to fiold over me. 
®© v+n/pron+ prep 
‘hold to sth if you hold to an opinion, a belief, 
etc., you do not change it: She always holds to her 
principles. 
keep to sth; stick to sth 
® v+prap 
‘hold sb to sth 1 to make sb keep a promise: ‘J 
promise I'll take you out to dinner if we win.’ ‘TU 
hold you to that! 2 (sport) to stop your opponent 
in a sports competition winning more points 
than you: Spain held France to a 1-1 draw. 
@ v+nipron+ prep 
‘hold sth to sth to place sth close to sth else: He 
held a knife to her throat. 
@ v+n/pron+ prep 
hold to'gether; hold sth to'gether 1 to 
remain, or to keep sb/sth, united: The coalition 
has held together for longer than expected. © 
Strong bonds of loyalty hold the family together 
2 if ideas, arguments, etc. hold together, or 


sth holds them together, they are logical and 
the parts agree with each other: His ideas don't 
really hold together o Words like ‘however’, 
‘therefore’, ‘although’, etc. can hold your text 
together. 3 ta remain in one piece: to stay in good 
condition: it’s a miracle that kis car is still hold- 
ing together. ò His trousers were held together by 
safety pins. 
® vtadv « v+nfpront+ady + vt+tadvin 

hold ‘up 1 to remain healthy, in good condition 
or working effectively, especially when there are 
difficulties: Sales have held up well, in spite of 
economic difficulties. © How did your tent hold up 
in the storm? 2 if an idea, an argument, cte. 
holds up, it remains strong when you analyse it 
carefully: J don't think his argument really holds 
up. BY stand up 
© vtadv 

hold sb/sth ‘up 1 to raise sb/sth in the air: She 
held up her hand to stop him. o He held up his 
trophy as the crowd applauded. Z toa support 
sb/sth and prevent it/them from falling: Her trou- 
sers were held up with string. o The two pillars 
were holding the cetling up. keep sth up 3 
to block or delay the progress of sb/sth: Road- 
works on the motorway are holding up traffic. o 
She phoned to say she'd been held up at the office. 
© I don’t want to hold you up. 4 to rob a person, a 
bank, a shop/store, etc. using a gun: Have they 
caught the people who held up the bank? 
Hold sb/sth up is often used in the passive. 
@ vtadv+n + v+nipron+ adv 

4vt+adv+en«¢vtprantady è v+ntadvitrare) 

> ‘hold-up z 4 a delay or sth which causes a 
delay: What's the hold-up? 2 an act of robbing a 
person, a bank, a shop/store, etc. using a gun 

hold sb/sth ‘up as sth to present sb/sth as an 
example of sth: My mother held up my cousin as 
an example of a good student. 
® v+nipron + adv + prep + v+adv+n+ prep 

‘hold with sth to agree with or approve of sth: 7 
don't hold with these new theories on education. 
Hold with sth is only used in negative sen- 
tences and questions. 
@ v+prep 


hole shoul; AmE houl; 


hole ‘up; be holed ‘up (informad to hide some- 
where: The thieves holed up in an empty ware- 
house. o The police couldn't find out where the 
gang were holed up. 
@ vtadv + be+vtadv 


hollow (holev; AmE‘ha:lou; 


hollow sth ‘out 1 to make a space inside sth by 
removing part of it: We hollowed out the pump- 
kin and put a candle in it. o a hollowed-out tree 
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trunk 2 to form sth by making a hole in some- 
thing else: The waves have hollowed out caves 
along the cliff. 

@ vtadv+n è v+pron+adv + v+n+adv (rare) 


home ‘ham; AmE houm 
home ‘in on sb/sth 1 to move or be aimed 


straight towards sb/sth: She homed in on me as 
soon as she saw me. 2 to turn all your attention to 
sth: The lawyer homed in on the inconsistencies in 
her story. 

@ v+adv + prep 


hook huk; 
hook sb ‘into sth; hook sb ‘into doing sth 


(AmE, informal) to persuade sb to do sth when 
they do not want to: J didn’t want to be involved 
but I got hooked into helping. o He tried to hook 
me into going with them. 

Hook sb into sth/into doing sth is nearly 
always used in the passive. 

È v + n/pron + prep 


hook ‘up (with sb) 1 (informal) to agree to work 


with sb: We've hooked up with a firm in Ireland. 2 
(informal, especially AME) to meet sb and spend 
time with them: On vacation we houked up with 
some Texans. > Let's hook up when you get back 
from your trip. 3(AmE, informal) to start a rela- 
tionship with sh: They hooked up at Kyle’s party. 
@ vt adv 


hook ‘up; hook sb/sth ‘up (to sth) to connect 


sb/sth to a piece of electronic equipment or to a 
power supply: All the speakers hook up toa single 
amplifier o The boat was hooked up to the shore 
power supply. o They've hooked him up to a life- 
support machine. 

@ vtadyv e v+advt+n « v+nipron + adv 

> ‘hook-up n a connection between two or more 
pieces of equipment: an international phone 
hook-up 


hoover /hu:va(r)/ 
hoover sth ‘up (8rF) to remove dust, dirt, etc. 


from a carpet or floor with a vacuum cleaner (= 
an electrical machine that cleans floors and car- 
pets by sucking up dust and dirt): (figurative) 
The US and Canada usually hoover up ali the 
gold and silver medais at the Olympic Games. 

@ vtadvtn » v+nipron+ adv 


horse jho:s; AmE ho:rs/ 
horse a'round (BrE also horse a'bout) (infor- 


mat) to play in a noisy and careless way that is 
likely to damage sth or hurt sb: Jf you two don’t 
stop horsing around you'll hurt yourselves. 

jays) mess around (BrE) 

$ v+adv 


hunt down 


hose hovuz: AmE hovuzi 


hose sth ‘down to wash or clean sth using 
water from a long rubber or plastic tube (a hose): 
Thosed the car down to get rid of the mud. 
@ v+nipron+ adv + vt+adv+n 


hot /not; AmE hat; (-tt-) 

hot ‘up (BrE)(AmE heat ‘up informal) to become 
more lively or exciting: Things are hotting up as 
the election approaches, > As the pace hotted up. 
he dropped back inte third place. 
@ vt adv 


hound jhaond/ 


hound sb ‘out; hound sb ‘out of sth; 
‘hound sb from sth to force sb to leave a place 
or their job: They were hounded out of the town. © 
She was hounded from politics by her rivals. 
Hound sb out is usually used in the pas- 
sive. 
© vtnipront+adv « v+adv+n (rare) + 

v+nipron + adv + prep e v +n/pron + prep 


huddle (hadi; 


huddle to'gether to move, stand or sit close to 
one another for warmth or protection: We hud- 
died together for warmth, 
@ vtadv 

huddle ‘up (againstito sb/sth) to press yourself 
into a small space for warmth or protection: She 
huddled up against him to keep warm. 
®© vtadv 


hunger hangar) 


‘hunger after/for sth (literary) to have a strong 
desire for sth and try to get it: She hungers after 
wealth and prestige. 

@® v+ prep 


hunker ?hanka(r); 


hunker ‘down (especially AmE) 1 to sit on your 
heels with your knees bent up in front of you: We 
hunkered down around the fire. squat 2 to 
refuse to change an opinion, a way of behaving, 
ete: The Democrats have hunkered down and 
won't be muted 3 to start to work at sth or study 
very hard: it’s time you hunkered down and 
started studying. 
@ vt adv 


hunt fhant; 


hunt sb ‘down to search for sb until you find or 
catch them: He vowed tu hunt down the killer 
© v+adv+n + v+nipron+ adv 


hunt down 148 


hunt sth ‘down/‘out to find sth after a long and 
difficult search: J managed to hunt out those files 
you wanted. < Can you hunt down his phone 
number for me? 
dig sth out; root sb/sth out 
© vtadv+n è v+pron+adv + v+n+adv (rare) 
hunt sb/sth ‘up to search for sb/sth, especially 
sb/sth that is hidden or difficult to find: We 
hunted up anyone who might have known him. 
@ vtadvin«vtprontady + v+n+ adv (rare) 


hurry hari, AmEha:ri/ (hurries, hurrying, 
hurried, hurried) 


hurry sb/sth a'long to do or say sth to make sb 
move or work faster; to do sth to make sth hap- 
pen faster: Hurry the kids along or we'll miss the 
train. © We should try to hurry things along a 
bit. 
© v+n/pron + adv 

hurry 'on (to sth) to continue speaking, without 
allowing anyone to Interrupt or speak: She hur- 
ried on to the next topic before I could object. o 
Just leave that to me,‘ she hurried on. 
@ vt adv + v+adyv+speech 

hurry ‘up (spoken) used to tell sb to move or do 
sth more quickly: Hurry up, we have to leave in 
five minutes! o Twish the bus would hurry up and 
come. of wish the waiter would hurry up with 
OUr SOUD. 
@ v+adv 


LETTET 


hurry sb/sth ‘wp to encourage sb to move or 
work faster; to do sth te make sth happen faster: 
Hurry your brother up or we'll be late. o Hurry it 
up we haven't got all day! o Is there a wey of 
hurrying things up? 
© vinipron+ady « v +adv +n (rare) 


hush has! 


hush sth ‘up to hide information about a situ- 
ation, especially sth bad or shocking, because 
you do not want people to know about it: The got- 
ernment tried to hush the affair up. 
Hush sth up is often used in the passive: 
The scandal was hushed Up. 
© v+o/pron+acy + vtadven 


hype hap; 


hype sb/sth ‘up (informa!) to advertise or talk 
about sb/sth in an exaggerated way in order to 
peta lot of public attention for it: His latest movie 
is being hyped up by the media. 
Hype sb/sth up is often used in the passive. 
+ Hype sb/sth is also used with the same mean- 
@ vt nipron+ adv + vtadvtn 
> hyped ‘up adj (informal 1 (of a person) very 
excited or worried about sth: She gets very hyped 
up before a race. 2 (of a film/movie, a book, an 
event, etc.) advertised or talked about in an exag- 
gerated way to get public attention: a Ayped-up 
movie 


Ree eT 


ice jas; 


ce ‘overup; be iced ‘overup to become 
covered by a laver of ice: The road had iced over 
during the night. o The windscreen had iced up. © 
The lake was iced up. 
freeze over, freeze up 
$ v+adv + be+v+adv 


identify jar'dentifai; (identifies, Identifying, 
identified, identified) 


‘dentify with sb/sth to feel that you can tnder- 
stand and share the feelings of sb else: Hes a 
character that readers feel they can identify with. 
© v+ prep 

i'dentify sb with sb/sth to consider sb to be sth 
or to be closely connected with sb/sth: The last 
thing she wanted was to be identified with her par- 
ents. o Many of these artists were closely identi- 
fied with Cubist painting. 

Identify sb with sb/sth is often used in the 
passive. 
È v+nipron + prep 

identify sth with sth to consider sth to be the 
same as sth else: Beauty is often identified wiih 
youth. 

@ v + n/pron + prep 

'dentify yourself with sbsth; be 
identified with sb/sth to support sb/sth, to 
be closely connected with sb/sth: He refused to 
identify himself with the new political party. 

-> See also IDENTIFY SB WITH SB/STH 


idle radi; 


jidie sth a'way to spend time doing nothing very 
important: They idled away their time watching 
television. 
day, time 
@ vtadvin « v+nipron+ adv 


imbue imbjw/ 

im'bue sb/sth with sth to fill sb/sth with a 
strong feeling, quality etc: He managed to imbue 
his employees with team spirit. © The painting is 
imbued with energy and life. 
LGV infuse B with A 
imbue sb/sth with sth is often used in the 
passive. 
®© v + n/pron + prep 


immerse irms:s; AmE rmars/ 


im'merse sb/yourself in sth to become, or to 
make sb become, completely involved in sth: He 
immersed himself in his studies. o I was com 
pletely immersed in the story. 


Beka Immerse sb in sth is often used in the 
passive, 
®© v+nipron+ prep 


impact (umpzkt; 


im'pact on sb/sth (aiso Im‘pact upon sb/sth 
more formal) to have an effect on sb/sth: Govern- 
ment cuts will impact directly on education. > 
This decision may impact on the unemployed. 
Fo affect sb/sth 
@ v+ prep 


impinge jim'pmd3; 


im'‘pinge on sb/sth (also im'pinge upon sb/sth 
more format to have a strong effect on sb/sth, 
especially a bad one. She didn't allow her per- 
sonal problems to impinge on her work. 
affect sb/sth 
© v+prep 


impose /nn‘pauz: AME im'pouz/ 


impose on sb to expect sb to do sth for you or 
spend time with you when they do not have much 
time, ar when it may not be convenient for them: 
Tim never says ‘No’, so people are always impos- 
ing oan Aum. 
© v+prep 


impress /m’pres; 


im' press sth on sb (also im'press sth upon sb 
more formal) to emphasize to sb how important 
or serious sth is: / wanted to impress on Alm that 
it was a very serious offence. o She impressed on 
her staff the importance of keeping accurate 
records. 

The object of impress usually comes after 
on sb. 
®© v+ni/pron+ prep 

im'press sth/itself on sth (also im'press 
sth/itself upon sth more formad if sb impresses 
sth on or sth impresses itself on your mind, 
memory, ete. it has a great effect on you so that 
you do not forget it: Her beauty impressed itself 
on everyone who met her © His words impressed 
themselves on my memory. 

@ v+nipron + prep 


imprint (om 'prmt; 


imprint A in/on B; imprint B with A 1 to 
have a great effect on sth so that it cannot be for- 
gotten, changed, ete: The scene was imprinted an 
my mind. o The picture is imprinted with his own 
style. 2 to print or press a mark or design on sth: 
T-shirts imprinted with the logos of sports teams 
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E Jinprint sth in/on/with sth is often used 
in the passive. 
@ v+n/pron + prep 


i mprove jm'pru:y; 


im'prove on sth (a/so im'prove upon sth more 
formal) to achieve or produce sth of a better 
standard or quality than sth else: There are a few 
points in your work that you could improve on. o 
The Kenyan girl improved on her previous best 
performance (- ina race). 
Improve on/upon sth can be used in the 
passive: These results must be improved upon. 
© v+prep 


impute frm'pjurt/ 


im'pute sth to sb/sth (orma to say, often 
unfairly, that sb/sth is responsible for sth, or has 
a particular quality: Why do you impute selfish 


Infringe on/upon sth can be used in the 
passive. 
© v+ prep 


infuse imiz 
in'fuse A into B: infuse B with A (rma) to 


fill sb/sth with a particular quality: His arrival 
infused new life and energy into the team. o Her 
work is infused with anger 

imbue sth with sth 

© v+nipron + prep 


ink imk; 
dnk sth ‘in (BrE) to write or draw in ink over sth 


that has been written or drawn in pencil: J did the 
answers in pencil first and then inked them in. o 
(figurative) The company has inked in June Ist 
(= made it definite) fur the launch. 

© v+nipron+ adv + v +adv+n 
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fire. 2 to take action to prevent sth unpleasant 
happening: This is to insure against a repetition 
of previous disasters. 

@ v + prep 


interest 'mirast, -trest/ 

‘Interest sb in sth to persuade sb to buy, do or 
eat sth: Could I interest you in this model (= of 
ear), Sir? 

@ v+nipron + prep 


interfere jintafiar) AmE mtor'fir; 


interfere with sb (BrE) to touch a child in a 
sexual way 
Interfere with sb can be used in the 
passive. 
® v* prep 

interfere with sth 4 to get in the way of sth; to 
prevent sth from being done or making progress: 


su tarernna geile 


Invest sb/sth with sth is often used in the 
passive. 
® v+n/pron + prep 


invite invat; 
in vite sb a‘long to ask sb if they would like to 


go with you te an event or activity: Shall I invite 
Dave along (to the concer)? 

ask sb along (less forma?) 

@ vt+nipron+ adv + v+ adv +n (rare) 


invite sb a‘round (AmE) = INVITE SR 


OVER/ROUND 


in vite sb ‘back (to sth) (especially BrE) to ask sb 


to go back to your home after you have been out 
somewhere together: She invited me back to her 
flat for coffee after the movie. 

ask ab back (to sth): have sb back (both 
less formal) 

®© v+nipron+ adv + v+ adv + n (less frequent) 


motives to her? 
@ v+nipron + prep 


inquire jmkwaiar); 
in‘quire after sb/sth (especially AmE) = 


Don’t let anything interfere with your training. © 
We don't want to interfere with your plans. 2 to 
touch, adjust or change sth without permission, 


in vite sb ‘In/up to politely ask sb to enter a 
room, your house, etc: Aren't you going to invite 
me in for a coffee? 


incline tnkiam: 


in‘cline to/ftowards sth. in'cline sb 
to/towards sth (formal) to tend to think or 
behave in a particular way; to make sb do this: J 
incline to the view that we should take no action. © 
Her love of languages inclined her towards a car- 
eer asa translater 
$ v+prep + v+nipron+ prep 


indulge jn‘dalds; 


in'dulge in sth 1 to allow yourself to have or do 
sth that you like, often sth that is bad for you: She 
indulged in the luxury of a long bath. o He now 
has time to induige in his favourite hobby: photog- 
raphy. o I'm going to indulge in a chocolate cake! 
2 tu tuke part in an activity, especially sth bad or 
illegal: We shouldn't indulge in speculation as to 
what really happened. 
Indulge in sth can be used in the passive: 
{t's a luxury that can only be indulged in from 
time to time. 
@ v+ prep 


inform imfym AmE m'‘fo:rm,/ 


in'form on sb to give evidence about sb or make 
an accusation against sh, to the police or sb in 
authority: One of the gang informed on the rest. 
@ v+prep 


infringe jn'trnds/ 


in'fringe on sth (also infringe upon sth more 
formal) ta limit sb’s freedom, rights, etc: The 
media is accused of infringing on people's priv- 
acy. 
liberty, rights 


ENQUIRE AFTER SR/STH 


in'‘quire into sth (especially AME) | ENQUIRE 


INTO STH 


in‘quire sth of sb (especially AME) = ENQUIRE 


STH OF SB 


insinuate /m'smjuert/ 
insinuate yourself ‘into sth (formal. disap- 


proving) to vet yourself into a position of advan- 
tage, especially by clever talk or by gaining the 
favour or respect of sb important: She cleverly 
insinuated herself into his family 

$ v + pron + prep 


Insist pw'sist; 
in'sist on sth; in'sist on doing sth (aiso 


in'sist upon sth, in'sist upon doing sth more for- 
mal) tu demand sth and refuse to be persuaded to 
accept anything else: They are insisting on a 
meeting tomorrow. o i always insist on skimmed 
milk. o He insisted on walking home with her 
Insist on/apon sth can be used in the pas- 
sive: This format must he insisted on. 

© v+prep 


in'sist on doing sth (aiso in'sist upon doing 


sth more formal) to continue doing sth even 
though other people find it annoying: She will 
insist on shouting at the top of her voice. 

© v+ prep 


insure (in'Joatr), -Sxi AmE -Sfor! 
in'sure against sth 1 to buy an insurance pol- 


icy which will pay you money if the event men- 
tioned happens: Everyone needs to insure against 


and damage it: Who's been interfering with the 
clock? tamper with sth 3 if sth interferes 
with radio or sound waves, ete., it stops them 
being heard easily or clearly: The computer is 
interfering wiih the radio. 

Interfere with sth can be used in the pas- 
sive: The evidence has been interfered with. 

® v+ prep 


inu Fe jrnjoatr); AME njor; 
Tnure sb/yourself to sth to make sb/sth get 


1 


used to sth unpleasant so that they are no longer 
strongly affected by it: The prisoners quickly 
became inured to the harsh conditions. 

® v+ nipron+ prep 


Invalid invad, '‘mvati:d; 


invalid sb ‘out; invalid sb ‘out of sth (PrE) 
to make sb leave a job, especially in the armed 
forces, because they are ill/sick or injured: He 
was Invalided out of the army because of his 
injuries. 
Invalid sb out is usually used in the 
passive. 
@ v+tnipron+ adv + vtadvtn + 

v+ N/pron + adv + prep 


invest /m'vest/ 


In'vest in sth (informal, often humorous) to buy 
sth or spend money on sth useful, especially sth 
expensive: It’s tune we invested in a new sofa — 
this one is falling to bits, 
® v+ prep 

invest sb/sth with sth (orma to make sb/sth 
seem to have a particular quality: Being the boss 
Invests her with a certain glamour. 


ask sb in/up (less format) 
®© vinipron+adv + v+adv+n (less frequent) 


in vite sb ‘out to ask sb to go out with you, espe- 


cially as a way of beginning a romantic relation- 
ship: We've been invited out for dinner this 
evening. o He eventually found the courage to 
invite Julia aut. 

ask sb out (/ess formal) 

@ v+nv/pron+ adv « v+adv+n (less frequent) 


in vite sb ‘over/round (BrE) (AmE invite sb 


a‘round) to ask sb to come and visit you in your 
home: lve invited a few friends round to watch 
the game with us on TV. o We ought to invite the 
new neighbours ouer for coffee. 

ask sb over/round (less formal) 

© v +nipron + adv 


in vite sb ‘up -: INVITE SB IN/UP 


involve jm'volv, AmE m'valv/ 
in'volve sb in sth to make sb experience or do 


sth, especially sth unpleasant: The new exams 
have involved teachers in a lot of extra paper- 
work. 

© v+nipron + prep 


iron awn AmE'aiarn/ 
iron sth ‘out 1 to remove the folds that you do 


not want from clothes, etc. by using a tool with a 
flat metal base that can be heated (an iron): fron. 
out all the creases. creases 2 to pet rid of 
any problems or difficulties that are affecting 
sth: We must iron out the problems before next 
week, 085 difficulties, problems resolve 
sth (nore format) 

@ vtadvin è v+prontadv « vtntadv(rare) 


issue 152 


issue rifu: (BrE also) isju:! 


‘issue from sth (formal) to come, go or flow out 
of sth or somewhere: J could see smoke issuing 
from the window. 
© v+ prep 


itch jy; 


‘itch for sth (usually used in the progressive 
fenses) to want sth very much: They were just 
itching for a fight. 

a fight, a chance 

Itch to do sth can also be used with the 
same meaning: He was itching to find out more. 
© v+prep 


jab /d32/ (-bb-) 


jab at sb/sth (with sth) to push a sharp or 
pointed object quickly or roughly into sb/sth or 
in the direction of shisth: He kept jabbing at the 
paper cup with his pencil o She jabbed at the 
papers with her finger. 
© vt prep 


jabber /asxbar); 


jabber a'way (infor mai) to speak or talk quickly 
in an excited way: She Jabbered away, trying to 
distract his attention. o He was jabbering away 
in Russian. 
@ v + adv 


jack /d3zek/ 


jack sth ‘in (BrE, informal) to stop doing sth, 
especially your job: Ske decided to jack in her job. 
© After such a had day I feel like jacking tt all in. 
job chuck sth in/up; pack sth in 
fella Jack sth in can not be used in the passive. 
@ vtadv+n + v+nipron +t adv 

jack ‘off (AmE, A, siang) if a man jacks off he 
gives himself sexual pleasure by rubbing his 
sexual organs 
@® v + adv 

jack ‘up (slang) to take an ilegal drug by putting 
it into your body using a plastic or glass tube 
with a long hollow needle (a syringe) 
@ v+ adv 

jack sth ‘up 1 to lift sth such as a vehicle off the 
ground using a special device (a jack) car 2 
(informa) to increase the cost or the price of sth: 
The wholesalers have jacked up their prices. Gz) 
cost, price put sth up; increase sth (more 
Jormað 
$ v+adv+n + v+nipron+ adv 


| AM {d3em/ (--mm-) 


jam sth ‘on if you jam on the brakes on a vehicle 

you operate them suddenly and with force: A child 
ran into the road and I jammed on the brakes. 
SD only the brakes, the handbrake slam 
eth on 
@ vtadvt+n + v+n/pron+ adv 

"jam ‘up; jam sth ‘up (with sth) (especially BrE) 
if a machine, a road, etc. jams up, or sth jams it 
up, it becomes blocked. stops working. etc: Let’s 
gei moving before the traffic jams up. o People 
Were jamuning up the aisles in their rush to get out 
of the theatre. o That photocopier is always get 
ting jammed up. 
$ vt adv e vtadvtn è v+pron+adv è 

v+ n+ adv (less frequent) 


jazz dzez; 


jazz sth ‘up (with sth) (informal) 1 to make sth 
more lively or interesting: Jazz up that plain 
dress with some jewellery. 70D Ilven sth up: 
spice sth up (more formal) 2 to make a piece of 
music sound more modern, or more like jazz or 
popular music: jazzed up Bach 
@ vtadvtn e v+nipron + adv 


jerk /dga:k: AmE dzark/ 


jerk sb a'round (informal, especially AmE) to 
treat sb badly and cause them problems, espe- 
cially by deceiving them: He won't give us an 
answer — he keeps Jerking us around. 
mess sb about/around (BrE) 
© v+n/pron+adv + v+adv+n 

jerk ‘off (BrE, A, slang) if a man jerks off, he 
gives himself sexual pleasure by rubbing his 
sexual organs 
@ vtadyv 


jet /dzet/ (-te-) 


jet ‘off (to ...) to fly somewhere, especially some- 
where far away: They re jetting off to Florida 
tomorrow. 
@ v + adv 


jibe fdgzaib; 


‘jibe with sth (AmE) to agree with sth: to be the 
same as sth or match sth: Her story didn’t jibe 
with the witnesses’ account. 
® v+prep 

jockey /'dzoki; AmE 'dzaki/ 

‘jockey for sth to try very hard to gain an advan- 
tage, a favour, etc. for yourself and stop other 
people getting it: Several employees are jockeying 
for the manager's position. 
position, power 
© v+prep 


jog /d3ng; AmE d3a:9/ (-gg-) 


jog a'long (BrE, informal) to continue ina steady 
way, with Little or no excitement or progress: For 
years the business just kept jogging along. 
@® v+ adv 


join idzəm/ 


join ‘In (with sb/sth), join ‘in sth to become 
invelved in sth; to take part in an activity with 
other people: Can J join in (he game)? o We all 
joined in with the singing. 
participate (in sth) (more formal) 
@ vt+adv + v+prap 


join up 


join ‘up 1 (with sb/sth) to meet or combine with 
sb/sth to do sth together: They joined up with the 
rest of the party later. 2 to become a member of 
the armed forces: We both joined up in 1939. 
enlist (more formal 

@ v+ady 

join ‘up: join sth ‘up (especially BrE) to be con- 
nected to sth; to connect sth to sth: The dots join 
up to form a Solid line. o Join up the dots to see the 
picture. 

YY) connect (sth) (more formal 

@ vtadv e vtadvtn e v+n/pron+ adv 

p joined ‘up ad} [usually before noun] (especially 
BrE) things that are joined up are connected or 
linked together: joined-up writing © (figurative) 
joined-up thinking © (figurative) the govern- 
ment’s joined-up policy on health care 

‘Join with sb (in sth/in doing sth) (ormad to do or 
say sth with sb else or witha group of people: Jim 
sure you'll join with me in congratulating Isla 
and Jake. © Parents joined with teachers to pro- 
test against the closure of the school. 

@ vi+prep 


jolly ;asoli; AmE'd3a:1i/ Gollies, Jollying, jol- 
lied. jollied) 


Jolly sb a'long (BrE, informal) to keep encour- 
aging sb in a friendly way: She tried to jolly him 
along but he couldn't forget his problems. 

& v + n/pron + adv 

jolly sb/sth ‘up (BrE) to make sb/sth brighter 
or more cheerful Do you think vou can. Jolly 
Anthony up a bit? 

cheer sb/sth up: liven sb/sth up 

© v+nipron +adv + v+advtn 
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jumble /asambi/ 


jumble sth ‘up/‘to'gether to mix things up ina 
confused way: Make sure you don’t Jumble every- 
thing up. o The details of the accident were all 
jumbled together in his mind. 
2R) mix sth up 
Jumble sth up/together is often used in 
the passive: Ail her papers had been jumbled up. 
@ vtnipron+ adv + v+advtn 


jump fd3zamp/ 


‘jump at sb (AmE) -JUMP ON 5B 

‘jump at sth to accept an opportunity, a chance, 
etc. with enthusiasm: / jumped at the chance of a 
trip to Italy. 
EJ chance, idea leap at sth 
© v+prep 

jump ‘in 4 (with sth) to interrupt a conversation: 
i jumped in while there was a brief pause in the 
conversation, 2 to become involved in a situation 
suddenly or quickly: She had Jumped in to help 
while he was ill. 
@ v+adv 

Jump on sb (Amz aiso jump at sb) (informad to 
criticize sb sharply: She jumped on me before I 
had a chance to explain. 
@ v + prep 

jump ‘out at sb to be very easy to see; to be 
noticeable: The headline jumped out at me. o The 
mistakes are so obvious they jump out at you. 
leap out at sb 
@ v+adv+ prep 

jump ‘up to stand quickly and suddenly when 
you have been sitting: He jumped up off the floor 
2570) leap up 


PRP RANA ee ee ETET] 


keel ikin 


keel 'over 1 (informal) to fall over: I’m so tired, 
ail J want to do is keel over and sleep for a week. 
collapse 2 (of a boat) to turn on its side: 
The boat keeled aver in the strong winds. 
capsize 
@ vt ady 


keep sb ‘back 1 (BrE) =Keep SB in 1 J was kept 
back after school for being cheeky. R (AmE) = KEEP 
SB DOWN 1 

keep sb/sth ‘back (from sb/sth) to make sb/sth 
remain at a distance from sb/sth: to prevent sb 
from moving forwards: Keep the children back 
from the fire. o The police were trying to keep back 
the crowds. 
@ v+nipron+adv + v+advin 

keep sth ‘back 1 (especially BrE) to keep a part 
of sth to use later: Have you kept some money 


keep /ki:p; (kept, kept /kept/) 


~ after ~ in with 

~ ahead, ahead of ~ off back to pay the bills? o Keep a piece af cake back 

~at ~ on for Alex. 2 (from sb/sth) to refuse to tell sb sth; to 

~ away 157 ~out, out of hold sth back: I'm sure she’s keeping something 

~ back Fio back (rom us). something, anything, noth- 

oe i a ing JEY) withold sth (more formal) 3 to try not 
156 ~from ~ up to let other people see or know how you feel: He 


could hardly keep back the tears. tears 57s) 
hold sth back 
®© 1,2 v+n/pron+ adv + v+adv+n 

3vtadvtn e v+nipron+adv 


~in 158 ~ up with 


keep ‘after sb (about sth/to do sth) (AmE) to ask 
or tell sb repeatedly to do sth: She keeps after me 


to fix the TV. keep sb be‘hind (AmE) 1 = Kerr $B iN 1] 

3 see also KREP ON 2 keep ‘down to hide yourself by not standing up 

@ v + prep straight: Keep down! Don't let anybody see you. 
keep a‘head: keep a'head of sb/sth tocon- 287W) stay down 

tinue to be more advanced or successful than @ vtadv 


other people, groups, etc: We need to keep ahead keep sb 'down 1 (BrE (AmE keep sb ‘back) to 
of our competitors. o If you want to keepaheadin è make a student repeat a year at school, college, 
this industry, you have to be ruthless. etc. because of poor marks/grades: J was kept 
25Y8) stay ahead, stay ahead of sb/sth down because I failed the exam. 2 to control a 
@ v+adv ə v+adv+prep people, a nation, etc. so that they have no power 
keep ‘at sth; keep sb ‘at sth to continue to or freedom: The people have been kept down for 


jostle dzos, AmE ‘daas 


‘jostle for sth to compete strongly and forcefully 
with other peuple for sth: People in the crowd 
were jostling for the best positions. 
© v+ prep 


jot fd3nt; AmE dza:t/ (-tt-) 


jot sth ‘down to write sth down quickly: PH jot 
down their address before I forget it. 
note sth down 
@ vtadvt+n + v+nipron+ adv 


juice /dzuzs/ 


juice sth ‘up (AmE, slang) 1 to make sth more 
lively, exciting or interesting: Juice up your pre- 
sentations with colourful graphics. jazz sth 
up (informal) 2 to make sth more powerful: I 
could juice up the engine for you. soup sth 
up 3 to put petrol in a vehicle: We need to juice up 
the car before we leave. car fill sth up 
© vtadvtn + v+n/pron+ adv 


@ v+adv 

> ‘jumped-up adj [only before noun] (BrE, infor- 
mal, disapproving) thinking that you are more 
important than you really are, particularly 
when vou have risen in social status but do not 
deserve to: J won't take orders from a jumped-up 
office girl! 


jut dzat; (-tt-) 
jut ‘out (from sth), jut ‘out of sth to stand out 


from sth; to stick out further than the surround- 
ing surface: The tops of the flooded houses jutted 
outof the water 

stick out, stick out of sth 

@ vt adv + v+adv+prep 


work hard at sth, or to make sb work hard at sth, 
particularly sth which is difficult or takes a long 
time: Keep at it, you've nearly finished! o He kept 
them at the job until it was finished. 

© v+prep + v+n/pron+ prep 


keep a'way (from sb/sth} to not go near sb/sth: 


Keep away from me! o The police told us to keep 
well away from the area. 

stay away (from sb/sth) 

@ v + adv 


keep sb/sth a'way (from sb/sth) to prevent 


sb/sth from going near sb/sth: Keep him away 
from the kitchen while we make his birthday cake. 
© We turned off the lights to keep the mosquitoes 
away. © Her parents are keeping her away from 
school for afew days. o (figurative) A healthy diet 
can help to keep colds and flu away. 

@ v+n/pron+adv « v + adv +n (less frequent) 


‚keep ‘back (from sb/sth) to remain at a distance 


from sb/sth: Keep back or I'll shoot! o I kept well 
back from the road. 

stay back 

@ v+adv 


years by a brutal regime. repress sb 
@ 1 v+n/pron+ adv 
2v+n/pron+adv + v+adv+n 


keep sth ‘down 1 to make sth remain at a low 


level; to avoid increasing sth: We're trying to keep 
costs down. 9 He exercises a lot to keep his weight 
down. o Keep your voice down! o Keep it down 
(= the noise)! I’m trying to concentrate. 
costs, prices, voice, noise 2376) hold sth down 
2 to manage to keep food or drink in your stom- 
ach and avoid bringing it back through the 
mouth: He can’t keep anything down. food 
hoid sth down 3 to not raise a part of your 
body: Keep your head down! o She kept her eyes 
down while he was talking. eyes, head, face 
In meanings 2 and 3, keep sth down can 
not be used in the passive. 
© 1,2v+n/pron+adv + vtadvtn 

3v+nipron + adv 
EN keep/get your ‘head down to avoid attract- 
ing attention 


Museweterbosdet hemes ss berma er eeeueTRE PEP EDS TEs eee aoe Pew eRe ee STE RA EER Da A eee em ETE PE REO OAE 


mye be PRA Te ee he eR ee de E A E E a E E E E a 


‘keep from doing sth; ‘keep yourself from keep ‘off, keep ‘off sth to not go onto a par- ‘keep sth on sb/sth if you keep your mind, ‘keep to sth, 'keep sth to sth to use only one 


doing sth to prevent yourself from doing sth: 
She bit her lip to keep from laughing. 

® v+ prep + v+pron+prep 

‘keep sb from sth: ‘keep sb from doing sth 
to prevent sb from doing sth: Don't let me keep 
you from your work. o I’ve been trying to keep 
him from finding out the truth. o Her pride kept 
her from crying infront of them. 

© vtni/pron + prep 

‘keep sth from sb to avoid telling sb sth: I think 
he’s keeping secrets from me. o Are you keeping 
something from us? 

secrets, something 

@ v+nipron+ prep 


keep ‘in (8rF) to stay near the edge of the road or 
path while you are driving, walking, etc: Jf you 
keep in, the van can overtake. 

@ v+adv 

keep $b ‘in (especially BrE) 1 (BrE also keep sb 
‘back) (AmE also keep sb be'hind) to make a 
child stay after normal school hours as a punish- 
ment: The teacher kept them all in after school. 2 
to not allow a child to go outdoors: I’m keeping 
the children in because it's raining outside. 3 to 
keep sb in hospital: She’s much better, but they ‘re 
keeping her in overnight. 

@ v+nipron + adv 


keep sth ‘in 1 to stop yourself expressing an 


restrain sth 2 to not allow sth to escape, be lost 
or taken out: Close the door to keep in the warmth. 
© She wanted to cut the sex scene © ina play or 
film/movie), but we kept if in. warmth, heat 
3 to not allow an animal to go outdoors 

@ v+nipron+ adv + vt+adven 

TN keep your ‘hand In to do an activity occa- 
sionally so that you do not lose your skill at it: J 
play squash from time to time, just to keep my 
hand in. 

‘keep sb/yourself in sth (informal) to give or 
allow sh/yourself a regular supply of sth: This 
part-time job keeps me in cigarettes. 

<@ v + nipron + prep 

keep ‘In with sb (Sr£)to continue to be friendly 
with sb, especially in order to gain some advan- 
tage for yourself: He keeps in with anyone who 
might be useful to hum. 

@ v+ adv + prep 

keep ‘off (especially BrE) if rain, snow, etc. 
keeps off, it does not fall, even though it looks as 
if it might: The party will go ahead provided the 
rain keeps off 

YH hold off 

@ vt adv 


ticular area: Keep aff (the grass)! o We kept off 
the main roads to avoid the traffic. 

grass 

@ vtadv + v+prep 


keep ‘off sth; keep sb ‘off sth 1 to not eat, 


drink or smoke sth; to not let sb eat. drink or 
smoke sth: The doctor's told me to keep off red 
meat, 2 to not mention a particular topic: to stop 
sb talking about a particular topic: It’s best to 
keep off the subject of politics with my father o 
Keep her off the subject of teenage girls! QB sub- 
ject, topic 

Stay off sth 

© v+ prep + v+nipron + prap 


keep sb/sth ‘off; keep sb/sth ‘off sb/sth to 


stop sb/sth from coming near or going into (a 
place); to stop sb/sth from touching or harming 
sb/sth: He covered the sandwiches to keep the flies 
off o Keep your animals off my land! o Working 
helps keep my mind off my problems. o I kept the 
children off (school) until they felt better. 

flies, hands, mind, eyes 

® v + n/pron + adv + v+ n/pron + prep 


keep ‘on 4 (also keep 'on doing sth) to continue 


doing what you were doing, behaving in a cer- 
tain way etc., without stopping: He’! get into 
trouble if he keeps on like this! & Keep on trying 

- don't give up! o The rain kept on (= continued 
to fall) ad! night. carry on (with sth), carry 
on doing sth 2 (at $b) (about sb/sth) (Br) to con- 
tinue to talk about sb/sth in a boring or annoying 
way: Don’t keep on (about it}! o My mum keeps on 
at me to cut my hair 38%") go on (about sb/sth) > 
see diso KEEP AFTER SB (ABOUT STH/TO DO STH) 
® v + adv 1 also v+adv+-ing 


keep ‘on; keep ‘on sth to continue to follow a 


particular route: Keep on until you come to the 
road, © Keep on the path until you see a gate. 
@ viadyv « v+prep 


keep sb ‘on to continue to employ sb, even 


though circumstances have changed: We can 
only afford to keep a few workers an. 
@ v+nripron+ adv « v+ ady +n (less frequent) 


keep sth ‘on 1 to continue to wear sth: to not 


take sth off. If was so cold that we kept our socks 
on in bed. o Keep the lid on while the tea is brew- 
ing. JOPP) take sth off 2 to not switch sth off: Do 
you Keep the heating on all day? leave sth 
on switch sth off 3 to stop sth coming or 
falling off: How da you keep that bandage on? 4 to 
continuc to rent or be the owner of a house, 
flat‘apartment, etc: Can you afford to keep this 
piace on while you're abroad? 

© v+nipron + adv « v+adv+n (less frequent) 

GI keep your ‘hair on (BrE, spoken. informal) 
used to tell sb not to become angry 


eyes, etc. on sb/sth, you fix your attention on 
thenvit: J can't keep my mind on my work. o She 
kept one eve on the traffic and the other on the map. 
8J mind, attention, eye 

$ v+nipron + prep 

keep an eye on sb/sth (informal) to watch or 
check sb/sth to make sure that they are safe, etc.; 
to look after sb/sth: Will you Keep an eye on the 
baby for five minutes? 


keep ‘out. keep ‘out of sth to not enter a 


place; to remain outside: There was a sign saving 
‘Keep out”. o Please keep out of the office while 
Vm working. 

@ vtadv + v+ ady + prep 


keep ‘out of sth; keep sb ‘out of sth 1 to 


avoid sth: to prevent sb/yourself from being 
affected by sth: The doctor has advised me to keep 
out of the sun. © They always kept their daughter 
out of the spotlight (= away from the public). o J 
try to keep out of Ris way. the sun, sight, 
sb’s/the way 2 to avoid becoming involved in 
sth: to stop sb from becoming involved in sth: 
Keep out of this! It’s got nothing to do with you! o 
Try to keep the kids out of mischief while I’m out. 
@ v+adv+ prep « v+n/pran + adv + prep 


keep sth ‘out to not put sth away that you have 


taken out of a cupboard, cte.: to keep sth ready to 
use: Keep the butter out for your dad's breakfast. 
put sth away 

@ v+nipron + adv « v+ adv +n (less frequent 


keep sb/sth ‘out; keep sb/sth ‘out of sth to 


prevent sb/sth from entering a place: We Aung a 
curtain at the door to Keep out the cold. o Yigura- 
tive) She tried to keep the anger out of her voice. 
@ vtn/pron+ adv e v+tadvin « 

¥+A/pron + adv + prep 


‘keep to sth 4 to not leave a path, a road, ete: 


Keep to the footpath. © Keep to the left {= om a road, 
ete). path 2 to talk or write only about a par- 
ticular subject: Keep to the point! e Will you 
please keep to the subject under discussion? 63) 
subject, point 3 to follow a plan, an agreement, a 
rule, etc. exactly as you are expected to do, or as 
you have promised to do: She hasn't kept to the 
agreement, so neither will I o We must keep to the 
schedule. o He never keeps to the speed limit. BJ 
rules, agreement, schedule adhere to sth 
(formal) 

25 stick to sth 

Maa Keep to sth can be used in the passive: Was 
the agenda kept to at the meeting? 

$ v+ prep 


keep to your'self, keep your'self to 


your'self to avoid meeting people socially or 
becoming involved in other people’s affairs: He 
keeps (himself) to himself and nobody knows very 
much about him. 

@ v+prep+ pron » v+ pron + prep + pron 


thing or a limited number or amount of sth; to 
make sure that the number or amount of sth 
doesn’t hecome any bigger than a particwar 
size: We've decided to keep to pale colours for the 
bedroom. o l'm trying to keep the number of 
guests to a minimum. 
@ v+prep è v+nipron+ prep 

keep sth to your'self to not tell anyone about 
sth or what you think about sth: T know who's 
won, but I'm keeping it to myself o Keep your 
opinions to yourself in future! o (figurative) Keep 
your hands to yourself! (= do not touch me) 
opinions 
4 v + n/pron + prep + pron 

keep to'gether. keep sb/sth to'gether to 
remain together in a group; to make sb/sth do 
this: Keep together kids, when we cross the road. © 
Use a paper clip to keep pour papers together. 
© vtadv « v+nipron+ adv + v+ adv +n (less 

frequent) 

keep sb ‘under (BrE) to control sb: The focal 
people are kept under by the army. 
3Y) oppress sb nore forma!) 
@ vt nipron + adv 

keep ‘up 1 if rain, snow, etc. keeps up, it con- 
tinues without stopping: The rain kept up ali 
afternoon. 2 (with sb/sth) to move at the same 
rate or speed as sb/sth: I had to run to keep up 
with him. fall behind, fall behind sb/sth 3 
to work at the necessary speed so that you pro- 
gress at the same speed as other people: She's 
having trouble keeping up with the rest of the 
class. o Do keep up! I can't keep repeating every- 
thing. 4 (with sth) to rise at the same rate as sth 
else: Salaries are not keeping up with inflation. § 
(with sth) to do all the work necessary in order to 
finish on time or deal successfully with a situ- 
ation that changes rapidly: We're finding it hard 
fo keep up with demand. o Things were happen- 
ing too fast to keep up with. 
@ vtadv 

keep sb ‘up to prevent sb from going to bed or 
from sleeping: I hope we're not Keeping you up. © 
The baby kept us up half the night. 
@ v+nipron+ adv 

keep sth ‘up 1 to continue sth at the same, usu- 
ally high, level; to continue to practise or 
observe sth: Keep up the good work! o You're 
doing a great job! Keep it up! o We kept up a fast 
pace ali the way o We're having difficulty keep- 
ing up our mortgage payments. © The press is 
Keeping up the pressure on the government. © Do 
you still keep up your Portuguese? BE) it, pace, 
pressure, tradition 2 to prevent sth from falling 
down: You'll have to wear a belt to keep your trou- 
sers up. Bëj trousers/pants hold sth up 


keep up with 


3 to make sth stay at a high level: High transport 
costs are keeping food prices up. o They sang 
songs to keep their Spirits up. price, spirits, 
strength, morale 4 to keep a house, gar- 
den/yard, etc. in good condition by spending 
money on it or working hard on it: The house is 
becoming too expensive for them to keep up, 
maintain sth 

@ v+nipron+ adv + v+adven 

Ih) keep up ap'pearances to hide the true situ- 
ation and pretend that things are better than 
they are: There's no point keeping up appear- 
ances when everyone knows we've lost all our 
money. keep your ‘chin up! (spoken, informa?) 
used to tell sb to remain cheerful in difficult cir- 
cumstances 

> ‘upkeep 7 [U] 1 the cost or process of keeping a 
building, piece of land, etc. in good condition: 
Who is responsible for the day-to-day upkeep of 
the house? 2 the cost or process of giving a child 
or an animal the things that they need 

keep ‘up with sb to continue to be in contact 
with sb by Writing, phoning or seeing them regu- 
larly: How many of your old school friends do you 
manage to kKeepup with? 

© v+adv+prep 

keep ‘up with sth 1 to learn about the news, 
events, cte that are happening: J try to Keep up 
with current affairs. o Susie lies to keep up with 
the latest fashions. 2 to continue to pay or do sth 
regularly: He couldn't keep up with the repay- 
ments on the loan. > Are you keeping up with your 
homework? 

@ v+adv + prep 


key /ki:/ 


Key sth ‘in, key sth ‘into sth to put mforma- 
tion into a computer, using a keyboard: Key in 
your personal number ó All the information has 
beert Keyed into the computer. 

data, information }37%) enter sth (into sth) 

@ vt+adv+n è v+nipron+ adv è v+nipron + prep 


key ‘inte sth 1 to use a computer or information 
stored on a computer: A hacker keyed into a vital 
database at the newspaper’s office. access 
sth (more formal 2 if sth keys inte sth else, it 
goes well with it and agrees with it, producing a 
good result: remedies that key into the body's 
basic metabolism 

® v+prep 

‘key sth to sth/sh to make sth suitable for 
sth/sb; to make sth consistent with sth else or to 
link sth with sth else: The farm was keyed to the 
needs af the local people. o The timing of the con- 
certs was keyed to the World Cup soccer games. 
SEI Key sth to sth/sb is usually used in the 
passive. 

© v+n/pron + prep 
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kick Ack; 


Kick about: kick a'bout sth (BrE) = kick 
AROUND, KICK AROUND STH 

kick sb a'bout (BrE) = Kick $B AROUND 

kick sth a'bout (2r) = kick STH AROUND 


Kick around; kick a’round sth (BrE aiso 
kick a'bout, kick a'bout sth) (informal) 4 (usu 
ally used in the progressive tenses) to be present 
or lying somewhere not being used: His letter is 
kicking about somewhere. o The idea has been 
kicking around for years. 2 (of a person) to be 
somewhere, or to go from one place to another, 
with no particular purpose: I decided to kick 
around the States for a couple of months, 
i8¥) knock around, knock around sth 
@ v+adv e v+prep 

kick sb a'round (BrE also kick sb a'bout) 
(informal to treat sb in a harsh or unfair way: 
Don't let the boss kick you around. 
© v + nipron+ adv 


kick sth a'round (BrE also kick sth a’bout) 1 
to play with a ball by kicking it with your foot: 
They were kicking a bail around in the street. 
ball 2 (informa) to discuss plans, ideas, etc. in 
an informal way: They’re kicking around the idea 
of a merger idea S278) discuss sth (nore 
formal 
knock sth around 
@® v+nipron+ adv e v+adv +n 


‘kick against sth to protest about sth or resist 
Sth: it’s no use kicking against the system. 
© v+ prep 

ikick ‘back (AmE, informad to relax: I spent the 
evening Kicking back in the hotel's piano bar. 
& v+ adv 

kick sth 'back (to sb) (Am, informal) to pay 
money illegally in order to get some advantage 
for yourself: Contractors winning construction 
Jobs had to kick back 2 per cent of the contract 
price to the mafia. > 
@ vtadvt+n « v+n/pron+ adv 
> ‘kickback n (Amë, informal) money that is 
paid to sb in order to get an advantage for your- 
self 

‘kick sth ‘down to break sth and make it fall 
inwards by kicking it: If you don’t open up, we'll 
kick the door down. 
door 
®© v+nipron+ adv + v+advin 

kick ‘in (informal) to start to work or have an 
effect: After a couple of minutes the emergency 
electricity supply kicked in, o You'll feel better 
when the antibiotics kick in. 
Ò v+adv 

kick sth ‘in to break sth and make it fali inwards 
by kicking it: They had kicked the front door in. 
door 
© v+nipron+ adv è v+adv +n (less frequent) 


kanpraasi? 


EA kick sb's ‘head/‘teeth in (informal) to kick 
sb very violently 


kick ‘off 1 when a football game or team kicks 


off, the game starts: The game kicks off at 7.30.2 
(with ath) (informal) to start: The tour kicks off 
with a concert in Nottingham. 

@ v+adv 

+ ‘kick-off 7 [C] [U] the start of a football game: 
it’s an afternoon kick-off 


kick sb ‘off, kick sb ‘off sth (computing) to 


break the connection between sb's computer and 
the Internet, so that they can no longer use the 
Internet: J keep getting kicked off the Internet 
Jor no reason. 

EEJ the internet, server, website }31H) discon- 
nect sb (from sth) 

These phrasal verbs are usually used in the 
passive. 

© v+niprons adv + v+nipron+ prep 


kick sth ‘off 4 to remove sth by kicking: She 


kicked off her shoes and lay down on the bed. 2 
(with sth) to begin a meeting, an event, etc: Who's 
going to kick off the discussion? 

@veradvin è vepron+adv + vin+adv(rare) 


Kick ‘out (at sb/sth) 1 to kick your foot into the 


air to try to hit sb, especially because you are 
angry or upset: She kicked out wildly at him as he 
tried to grab her. 2 to react violently to sb/sth that 
makes you angry or upset: She kicked out against 
traditional ideas about painting portraits. 

© v+adv 


kick sb ‘out; kick sb ‘out of sth (informal) to 


make sb leave: to send sb away by force: His par- 
ents kicked him out (= made him leave home} 
when he was seventeen. o They were kicked out of 
the nightclub for fighting. 
BYD boot sb out, boot sb out of sth (informal), 
throw sb out, throw sb out of sth 
Kick sb out is often used in the passive. 
@ v+nipront+ adv + v+advin » 

v+ nipron + adv + orep 


kick sth ‘over to make sth fall on its side by kick- 


ing it: She almost kicked the bucket over. 
E) knock sth over 
@ viniprontadv + vtadven 


kick ‘up if a wind, a storm, etc. kicks up, it 


becomes stronger 
SUB only wind, storm 
@ v+adv 


kick sth ‘up to make dust, sand, etc. rise into the 


air: The horse kicked up a cloud of dust. 

dirt, dust 

@ veiadvin e v+pront+ adv + v+n+ adv(rare) 
kick up a ‘fuss/'stink etc. (about sth) to 
complain loudly about sth 


159 kneel 


kid ikid/ (-dd-) 


kid a’round (informal, especially Amk to behave 
ina silly way: to joke: A lotof what I said was just 
kidding around, but people took me seriously. 
mess around 
@ v+ adv 


all kn) 


kill sb/sth ‘off 1 to make a lot of plants, animals, 
ete. die: Antibiotics should kill off the bacteria. © 
The plant life was killed off by air pollution. 2 to 
get rid of sb/sth: to stop sth: The hero is killed off 
in the last chapter. o It is difficult to Kill off old 
traditions or myths. Kill sh/sth off is often 
used in the passive. l 
®vtadv+n + vy+prontadv » v +n +adv (rare) 


kip fkip/ (-pp-) 

kip ‘down (BrE, informal to sleep in a place that 
is not your own bed: Js there anywhere to kip 
down for the night? 
& vit adv 


KiSS /ius/ 


kiss sth a’way to stop sb feeling sad or angry by 
kissing them: Let mummy kiss AWAY your tears. 
Hs.) tears, worries 
®© vt adven + v+pron+adv « v+n + adv (rare) 
kiss ‘up to sb (Am#, informal if you kiss up to 
sb in authority, you try to please them in order to 
gain an advantage for yourself 
IYA) suck up to sb 
@ v + adv + prep 


kit jkt (-tt-) 


kit sb/sth ‘out (also kit sb/sth ‘up less frequent) 
(injwith sth) (BrE) to supply sb/sth with the 
elothes or equipment that they need for a par- 
ticular purpose: T'he kids are ail kitted out for the 
new school year o The studio is kitted out with 
modern sound equipment. 
Kit sb/sth out is usually used in the 
passive. 
@ v+nipron+adv + vtadvin 


kneel inii (knelt, knelt fnelt(, AmE also 
kneeled, kneeled) 


kneel ‘down to get into a position where one or 
both knecs are resting on the ground: He knelt 
down beside the chair o She was kneeling down, 
looking for something on the floor. 
® vtadv 


knit 


knit nt; (-tt-) 


knit to'gether (Knit is usually used for the past 
fense and past participle) when broken bones 
knit together, they grow together again: The 
ribs are broken, but they'll knit together. 

Knit is also used with the same meaning. 
@ vtadv 


knock MoR Ame nak, 


~ about 161 -in 

~ about together ~ infinto 

~ about with ~ off 

~ around ~ out, out of 
~ around together 162 ~ over 

~ around with ~ together 
~ back ~uUp 

~ down 


knock a'bout: knock a'bout sth (BrE) = 
KNOCK AROUND, KNOCK AROUND STH 


knock sb a'bout (8rE) = KNocKk SB AROUND 
knock sth a'bout (BrE) -KNOCK STI AROUND 


knock a'bout with sb; knock a'bout 
together = KNOCK AROUND/ABOUT WITH SB, 
KNOCK AROUND/ABOUT TOGETHER 


knock a'round; knock a'round sth (BrE 
also knock a'bout, Knock a'bout sth) (in/or- 
mal) 4 (especially BrE) (often used in the progres- 
sive tenses) used to say that sb/sth is in a 
particular place, but is not doing anything or 
being used: These chocolates have been knocking 
around since New Year o His book was knocking 
around the lounge for ages. o There were a few 
kids knocking about in the street outside. 2 to 
travel and live in various places: He spent a few 
years knocking about Europe. o Jeff will know 
what io do — he’s knocked about a bit (= has traw- 
elled and had a lot of experience of different 
situations). 

kick around, kick around sth 

© vt+adv « v+prep 

knock sb a'round (BrE also knock sb a'bout) 
(informal to hit sb again and again: Her hus- 
band knocks her about, 
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» 'knockabout adj (usually before noun) (rk) 
knockabout entertainment involves people act- 
ing in a deliberately silly way, for example falling 
over or hitting other people, in order to make the 
audience laugh 


Knock a'round/a'bout with sb: knock 


a'round/a‘bout together (BrE, informal) to 
spend a lot of time with sb: She knocks around 
with Sahan. o She and Sahan knock around 
together. o He knocks about with some strange 
people! 

hang around with sb, hang around 
together 

© vt+adv+prep « vtadv+adv 


Anock sb ‘back 1 to prevent sb from achieving 


sth or making progress, especially by rejecting 
them or sth that they suggest or ask: He had been 
knocked back twice by the selection committee. 2 
to surprise or shock sb: The news really knocked 
me back. 

$ v+n/pron+ adv + v+adv+n (rare) 

P ‘knock-back 7 (BrE) an occasion when sb 
rejects you or sth that you suggest or ask: a 
refusal: [don't think I could stand another knock- 
back. 


knock sb 'back sth (BrE, informal to cost sba 


particular amount of money: Those books 
Knocked me back £50. o That car must have 
knocked you back a bit! 

set sb back sth 

Knock sb back sth cannot be used in the 
passive, 

®© v+nipron+advin 


knock sth ‘back (informa?) to drink sth 


quickly: He knocked back tivo pints of beer. 
beer, coffee, etc. SY) swig sth 
@ vtadv+n + v+nipron+ adv 


iknock sb 'down 1 if a car or another vehicle 


knocks sb down, it hits them, often killing or 
injuring them: She was knocked down by a bus. 
isY®) run sb over IAA Knock sb down is often 
used in the passive in this meaning. 2 to hit or 
push sb so that they fall to the ground or the 
floor: The wind was strang enough. to knock you 


price down to £10. o How did you manage to knock 
them down from £5 000 to £4000? o He managed to 
knock the price down from £350 to £320. 

beat sb/sth down 

Knock sb down sth and knock sth down 
sth can also be used: We should be able to knock 
them down a few pounds. o He knocked the price 
down five dollars. 

@® v+n/pron+ adv « v+ ady +n (less frequent) 


knock sth ‘down 1 to destroy sth and make it 


fall down: If you don’topen up, I'm going to knock 
the door down. o These old houses are going to he 
knocked down. B53 house, door demolish 
sth (more formal) 2 (to sb) to sell sth to the per- 
son who offers most money at a public sale (an 
auction): The painting was knocked down to me 
Jor £500). 3 (AmE) to take sth apart, especially 
furniture, so that it can be sent or carried some- 
where more easily 

@ v+nipron+ adv + vtadvet+n 

» ‘knock-down price n a much lower price than 
usual: 1 got these hooks at a knock-down price. 

-> sce also KNOCK-DOWN at KNOCK $B DOWN 


knock sth ‘in; knock sth ‘in/into sth 1 to 


make sth enter sth by hitting it, for example with 
a hammer: She knocked some nails into the wall. 
2 to make sth go into sth by hitting or kicking it: 
Barnes knocked in two goals. o She knocked the 
ball into the net. goal, ball 

$ v+nipron+ adv « vt+tadv+n è v+nipron + prep 


knock sth ‘in sth to make sth such as a hole in 


sth by hitting: They knocked a hole in the wall for 
the window, 

hole 

®© v+n/pron + prep 


knock ‘off; knock ‘off sth (informal) to stop 


doing sth, especially work: What time do you 
knock off (work) today? 

work 

@ vtadv è v+prep 


knock it ‘off (spoken, informal) used to tell sb to 


stop doing sth annoying: Knock it aff! I’m trying 
to concentrate! 
@ vtit+adv 


BONA APPR A OTP MTT ERC TITER IT eA Re AP a a 


knocked off 3 (Am, slang) to make a copy of a 
popular product to sell at a cheaper price, often 
illegally 

@ vtadv+n + v+nipron+ adv 

> ‘knock-off n (AmE, informal a copy, often 
illegal, of a popular product sold at a cheaper price 


knock sth ‘off: knock sth ‘off sth 1 to 


reduce the price, value, etc. of sth: We've knocked 
£20 off the price. o The short cut knocks about 
half an hour off the journey. o That hairstyle 
knocks years off your age. 157 lop sth off, top 
sth off sth 2 to remove sth, and usually make it 
fall to the ground, by hitting it: Whe Anocked that 
glass off the tahle? o She knocked my glasses off 
@ v+nipron+ adv è v+adv+n » v+n/pron + prep 
PI knock your ‘blockhead off (BrE, 
spoken, informal used to show that you are very 
anery with sb, by threatening to hit them knock/ 
blow sbs ‘socks off to impress or surprise sb 
very much 


knock sb ‘out 1 (aise knock yourself ‘out) to 


make sb fall asleep or become unconscious: The 
bump on the head knocked me out cold. © He 
was knocked out in the seventh round. o He ran 
straight into a lamp post, knocking himself out. 2 
{in boxing) to hit an opponent so hard that they 
fall to the ground and cannot get up within a 
limited time, so losing the fight 3 (also knock 
yourself ‘out) to make sb very tired, ill, etc: The 
course completely knocked me out. o She's knock- 
ing herself out with ali that work, 4 (informal to 
surprise sb very much; to have a strong emo- 
tional effect on sb: The movie was fantustic. It 
knocked me out. 
@ 1,2,3 v + nipron + adv + v+adv+n (less 

frequent) 

Å v+ nipron + adv 
> ‘knockout (also 'knock-out) n 1 a person, a 
piece of clothing, a performance, etc. that is 
extremely attractive or impressive: Her daugh- 
ter’s an absolute knockout. 2 (in boxing) a blow 
that is so hard that your opponent falls to the 
ground and cannot get up within a limited time, 
50 losing the fight 
-> see also KNOCKOUT at KNOCK SB/STH OUT 


down. © He knocked down his opponent in the 
first round {= in boxing). 
~ see alsO KNOCK SB OVER 


knock sb ‘off (slang) 1 to murder sb: He was » ‘knockout drops n [p!.] humorous) medicine 
knocked off by another gang. 37%) bump sb off in liquid form that makes you sleep or feel sleepy 
(informal 2(BrE, Â, slang)tohavesexwithsb knock sb/sth ‘out, knock sb/sth ‘out of 


© v+nipron + adv 
knock sth a‘round (BrE also knock sth 
a‘bout) 1 to treat sth roughly; to hammer or hit 


sth: The butiders have started knocking our kit- 
chen about. 2 (BrE) to kick sth around: We spent a 
few hours knocking a ball about. a bail 
kick sth around 3 (informal) to discuss an idea 
or 4 suggestion with several people: We Knocked 
a few ideas about at the meeting. idea 
kick sth around 

& v+nipron+ adv « v+adv+n 

> ‘knockabout 7 (BrE) a period of time spent 
kicking a ball around with other people: We had 
a knockabout in the park. 


® v+oa/pron+adv « v+tadvtn 

CH you could have knocked me down with a 
‘feather used to express great surprise 

» "knock-down n an occasion in boxing when 
one competitor hits the other so hard that they 
fall to the ground 

> See GISO KNOCK-DOWN PRICE at KNOCK STH 
DOWN 


knock sb/sth 'down to persuade sb to accept a 


lower price for sth; to make the price of sth lower: 
He knocked Simon down to £5. o We knocked the 


@ v+nipron+ adv + vtadven 


knock sb ‘off. knock sb ‘off sth to make sb 


fall off sth by hitting them: / was knocked off my 
bike this morning (= by a car). 
@® v+n/pron+ adv + v+n/pron + prep 


knock sth ‘off 1 (also knock sth ‘out) nfor- 


mal to complete sth quickly and without much 
effort: They expect me to knock off (= write) a 
thousand words a day. churn sth out 2 
(BrE, slang) to steal sth: He’s knocking off TVs 
and video recorders. o These bikes have been 


sth (spor?) to defeat a person or a team so that 
they cannot continue in the competition: France 
knocked Belgium out of the European Cup. 
@ v+nipron+ adv evtadvin e 

v+n/pron + adv + prep 
» ‘knockout (also ‘knock-out) z (especially BTE, 
sport) a competition in which the winning player 
or team at each stage goes on to the next stage, 
but the losing one no longer takes part in the 
competition: the European cup knockout oa 
knockout competition 
-> see also KNOCKOUT at KNOCK SB OUT 


knock out 162 


knock sth 'out 4 = KNxock STH OFF 1 (informal) 
Can you knock out a quick report for me? 2 to 
remove sth with a hard blow: She knocked out her 
front teeth in the fall. BEJ teeth 
@ vtadvtn « v+nipron+ adv 

knock yourself ‘out 4 = KNocK sB ovT 1 2 = 
KNOCK SB OUT 3 3 normal, humorous, especially 
AmE) used to encourage sb to do sth they have 
said they would like to do, even though you do not 
understand why they want to do it: You want to 
help? Great, knock yourself out! o Sure you can 
take over the cooking — knock yourself out! 
© v + pron + adv 

Knock sth ‘out of sb to make sb lose their 
breath, because of a fall, a blow, etc: The force of 
the impact knocked the breath out of her 
breath, wind 
@ v + n/pron + adv + prep 
Ii knock the ‘stuffing out of sb (informal) to 
make sb lose their energy. enthusiasm or confi- 
dence 

knock sb ‘over if a car or another vehicle 
knocks sb over, it hits them and often kills or 
injures them: He got knocked over by a bus. 
run sb/sth over 
Knock sb over is often used in the passive. 
It is not used as often as knock sb down or run 
sb over. 
-> see aiso KNOCK SB DOWN 
@ vtnipront+ adv «vtadven 

knock sth ‘over to push or hit sth, making it fall 
or turn on its side: You've knocked my drink over! 
oll put the candle here so that it doesn't get 
knocked over. 
© v+nipron+ adv + vtadve+n 

knock to'gether (especially BrE) if two things 
knock together, they touch each other with 
some force and make a sound: (figurative) His 
knees were knocking together with fright. 
® v+adv 

knock sth to'gether 1 (also knock sth ‘up) to 
make or complete sth quickly and often not very 
well: PH quickly knock some lunch together. 2 
(BrE) to join two or more rooms or houses to 
make a single one: They've knocked the two 
rooms together to make one big living room. 
© v+n/pront+ adv + vtadven 

knock ‘up (BrE, sport) (in tennis, etc.) to practise 
for a short time before the beginning of a game: 
We knocked up for a few minutes before the match. 
@ v + adv 
> ‘knock-up 7 (BrE) (in tennis, etc.) a short prac- 
tice before a game 

knock sb ‘up (informal 1 (BrE) to wake sb by 
knocking on their door: Would you like me to 
knock you up in the morning? 2 (especially AmE) 
to make a woman pregnant 
@ 1v+nipron+ adv 

2v+nipron+adv + v+adv+n 


knock sth ‘up = KNOCK STH TOGETHER 1 


Know inv: AmE nou/ (knew nju; Ame 
ni /known /naun; AME noun/) 


‘know sb/sth as sth to call sb/sth by a particular 
name; to think that sb/sth has a particular charac- 
teristic or is a particular type of person ar thing: 
She is known to her friends as Beth. ò It became 
known as the worst local company to work for 
Tena Know sb/sth as sth is usually used in the 
passive. 
$ v +n/pron + prep 

be 'known for sth to be well known because of 
a particular characteristic, achievement or fea- 
ture: The town is best Known for its ancient uni- 
versity. o He is not known for his tact! (= he is 
often rude) 

@ be +v+ prep 

‘know A from B to beable to recognize the differ- 
ence between two things: She doesn’t know a 
Rolls Royce from a Renault, 

Know sth from sth cannot be used in the 
passive. 

@ v+nipron+ prep 

not know your ,arse from your ‘elbow (BrE, 
4, slang) used to say that you think sb is very 
stupid or completely lacking in skill 


‘know of sb/sth to have heard of sb/sth, but not 
have very much information about or experi- 
ence of themit: ‘Has he ever been in trouble with 
the police?” ‘Not that i know of e I know of one 
Student who failed the exam twice. o I know of 
her but we've never actually met. 
© v+prep 


knuckle nakl; 


knuckle ‘down (to sth) (informal) to begin to 
work seriously at sth, usually after a period 
when you have not worked hard: It’s time to 
knuckle down (to some hard work). 
51H) buckle down (to sth) 
@® v+ adv 

Knuckle ‘under (to sb/sth) (informal to accept 
or admit defeat and do what you are told or what 
you have to do: Those who refused ta knuckle 
under were imprisoned. 
© v+adv 


kowtow | kau'tau/ 


kow'tow to sb/sth (informal) to show sb/sth too 
much respect and be too willing to obey them: J 
refuse to kowtow to anyone. 
& v+ prep 


labour (BrF) (AmE labor) lebar) 


‘labour under sth (BrE) formal) 4 (often used in 
the progressive tenses) to believe sth that is not 
true: io be labouring under a delusion o She was 
labouring under the impression that he loved her 
EE misapprehension, delusion 2 to find a siiu- 
ation very difficult because of sth: The new gov- 
ernment is labouring under a huge debt. 
© vt prep 


lace fleis/ 


Jace ‘up; lace sth ‘up to tie the strings that go 
through the holes on a shoe to fasten it (shoe- 
laces or laces): She laced her shoes up. 
shoes, boots )37> do up, do sth up 
Lace sth is also used with this meaning. 
®© v+nipron+adv è v+adven 
p ‘lace-up 7 [usually pl] (BrE shoes fastened 
with strings: As a child, she always wore lace-ups. 
© lace-up shoes 

ace sth with sth 1 to put a small amount of 
sth, such as alcohol, a drug, poison, etc. into a 
drink: Someone had laced the cat's milk with alca- 
hol. 2 (especially BrE) to put a lot of a particular 
quality into sth such as a speech, a piece of writ- 
ing, ete: The show is laced with black humour © 
She laces her stories with irony. Lace sth 
with sth is usually used in the passive in this 
meaning. 
$ v+n/pron+ prep 


ladle edi; 


adie sth ‘out 1 to serve food with a large spoon 
or in large quantities: He fadied out the soup. 2 
(sometimes disapproving) to give sb a lot of sth, 
especially money or advice 
@ vt adv+n + v+n/pron+ adv 


lag næg; (-99-) 


lag be'hind: lag be'hind sb/sth 41 to be 
behind sb/sth because you are walking more 
slowly: Everyone ran down to the beach, Dut Amy 
lagged behind. o Susie lagged behind ihe other 
children. 2 (in sth/in doing sth) to progress or 
develop morc slowly than others: We are lagging 
far behind our European competitors in using 
new technology. 
@ v+adv « v+prep 


land jzend/ 


‘land in sth; tand sb/yourself in sth (in/for- 
mal) to get sb/vourself into trouble or a difficult 
situation: She landed in court for stealing a car © 


Being too outspoken landed her in trouble. o How 
did I land myself in such a mess? o He really 
landed us in it! (C got us into trouble). 
® v+prep è v+nipron + prep 

dand ‘up (BrE, informal) 1 [+adv/prap] to reach a 
final position or situation: She landed up in hos- 
pital with a broken leg. o The train was diverted 
and we landed up in York. o The dish slipped out 
of my hands and landed up on the floor. o Tlanded 
up with more work than I could manage. 2 land 
up doing sth to end by doing sth or having to do 
sth that you had not planned to do: They kanded 
up paying for the damage. o We landed up spend- 
ing the night at the airport. 
IYA) ond up; finish up 
@ Tvtadv 

2 y+ adv + -ing 

land sb/yourself with sb/sth; ‘land 
sh/yourself with doing sth (informal, espe- 
cially Brk) to give sb/yourself an unpleasant or 
difficult task to deal with: We've landed ourselves 
with the most boring Job of the lot. o I got landed 
with clearing up the mess. o They landed the 
organization witha huge bill. 
saddle sb/yourself with sb/sth, saddle 
sb/yoursetf with doing sth 
Land sb with sb/sth and land sb with 
doing sth are often used in the passive, usually 
with get: Guess who pot landed with washing the 
dishes? 
$ v+nipron + prep 


lap lp; (-pp-) 


Jap sth ‘up 4 to receive sth such as praise or a 
kind remark with pleasure without thinking 
about whether it is true or not: The baby was lap- 
ping up the attention he was geiting. o She lapped 
up his flattery. 2 to drink all of sth with great 
enjoyment: The cat lapped up the cream. 

@ v+tadv+n « v+prontady + v+n+adv (less 
frequent) 


lapse jlzps/ 


‘lapse into sth 1 to pass gradually into a worse 
or less active state or condition: They lapsed into 
silence. o The country lapsed into chaos. © to 
lapse into unconsciousnessia coma silence, 
unconsciousness 2 to start speaking or behav- 
ing in a different way, often one that is less 
acceptable: Sie lapses into French when she can’t 
think of a word in English. 

@ v+prep 
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lard lad; Amk lard; 


‘lard sth with sth (oten disapproving) to include 
a lot of a particular kind of words or expressions 
in a speech or in a piece of writing: His conversa- 
tion was larded with Russian proverbs. 

Lard sth with sth is nearly always used in 
the passive. 
@ v + n/pron + prep 


lark fleck: AmE lark, 


dark a'bouta'round (old-fashioned, BrE, infor- 
mad to enjoy yourself by behaving in a silly way: 
Some kids were larking about in the shopping centre. 
mess around 
®v+adv 


lash jes) 


lash ‘down if rain lashes down, it falls heavily: 
The rain lashed dawn. 
® vt adv 


Jash ‘out (at sb/sth) 1 to make a sudden violent 
attack on sb: He lashed out at us. o Jim lashed out 
with both fists. 2 to criticize sb/sth in an angry 
way: She lashed out at the company for treating 
her sọ badly. IZY) hit out (at sb/sth) 

@ vtady 


last fost: AmE læst; 


last ‘out; last sth ‘out 4 to survive for a period 
of time: How long can we last out without water? 
© The doctors thought he might not last out the 
night. 2 to continue in the same situation or 
manage to do sth for a particular length of time: 
He made it to the summit, but at one point J 
thought he wasn't going to last out. o She lasted 
out for a week without smoking. o Can vou last 
out ithe day without using your phone? 3 to be 
enough for a particular length of time: Our sup- 
plies should last out until the end of the month. o 
Will the food last out the week? YD hold out 
Last sth out cannot be used in the passive. 
+ Last and last sth are used frequently with the 
same meanings. 
@ vtadv e vtadv+n e v+prontady + 

¥tn+ adv (less frequent) 

fast sb ‘out (often humorous) to live or continue 
longer than sb else: My grandmother is su fit and 
healthy she'll probably kist us all aut! 
@ vi nipron + adv 


latch jets; 


latch ‘on, latch ‘onto sb (aiso latch ‘on to sb) 
(informal to follow sb around, often when they 
do not want you with them: He latched onto us 
and we couldn't get rid af him. 
© v+adv + v+prep + v+adv+ prep 


eRe ee ee a a A ee 


atch ‘on, latch ‘onto sth (also latch 'on to 
sth) 4 to become attached to sth: The virus 
latches onto the red blood cells. 2 to be interested 
in an idea, a fashion, etc. and use it for your own 
purposes: The government have latched onto 
environmental issues to win votes. o They have a 
reputation for laiching onto all the latest crazes. > 
Young children latch onto phrases and repeat 
them over and over 3 (BrE, informal to under- 
stand an idea, what sb is saying, etc: I took Rima 
while to latch onto their style of humour. o She 
soon latched onto the idea. © It was a difficult con- 
cept to grasp, but Sam latched on very quickly. 
@ v+adv + vtprep « vt+adv+ prep 


laugh nof; 4mF lef; 


‘laugh at sb/yourself to make sb/yourself seem 
stupid by making jokes about them/yourself: to 
not be too serious about sb/yourself: They were 
laughing at him behind his back.o We all 
laughed at Jane when she said she believed in 
ghosts. ò I laughed at myself for believing such 
an unlikely story. 

Laugh at sb can be used in the passive: 
Nobody likes to be laughed at. 
© v+prep 

‘laugh at sth 1 to show that you find sth funny or 
amusing: You never laugh at my jokes. o The 
whole class was laughing at him clowning 
aground, 2 to make sth seem stupid by making 
jokes about it: He was laughing at my accent. 
383%) ridicule sth (more formal) 

EE Laugh at sth can be used in the passive: He 
doesn’t like his ideas being laughed at. 
© v+prep 

laugh sth ‘off (informal) to try to make people 
think that you do not care about sth, or that it is 
not serious or important, by making a joke about 
it: He laughed off suggestions that he had been 
approached to be manager of the England tear. 
o df was an embarrassing situation, but she man- 
aged to laugh it off 
@ vtadvin « v+pron+adv « v+n+adv (less 

frequent) 


launch fonts; 


‘launch into sth; launch yourself into sth 
to start doing sth in a very enthusiastic way; to 
start to attack sb physically or with words: She 
launched inte an explanation of how the machine 
worked. o We don't want to launch ourselves into 
the wrong enterprise.o The band launched into 
one of their best known songs. 

DEJ speech, explanation, challenge 
© v+prep + v+pron+ prep 

Jaunch ‘out (into sth) to begin to do sth new or 
different in a confident way: She's decided she 
has enough experience to launch out on her own. 
@ v+adv 
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lavish nævg; 


‘lavish sth on sb/sth (aiso ‘lavish sth upon 
sb/sth more formal) to give a lot of sth, often foo 
much, to sb/sth: They lavished such care on that 
house! o He was jealous of the attention lavished 
on his sister o Millions of pounds were lavished 
on restoring the butiding. 
attention, praise, care 
Lavish sth on/upon sh/sth is often used in 
the passive. 

@ v+nipron + prep 


lay ev (aid, laid /lerd/) 


lay a'bout sb (with sth) (especially BrE) to attack 
sb violently physically or sometimes with 
words: He started to lay about me with Ais walk- 
ing stick. 
@ v+prep 
lay sth a'side (formad) 1 to put sth to one side 
and not use it or think about it: T iaid my book 
aside and picked up the letter. o (figurative) They 
laid aside their differences until the crisis was 
over. 2 (also lay sth ‘by less freguent) to keep sth 
to use in the future: to save sth: Have you laid 
anything aside for your old age? 
i8Y put sth aside: set sth aside 
© v+n/pron+adv è v+adv+n 
lay sth be'fore sb/sth to present a proposal, 
some information, etc. to sb for them to think 
about and decide on: The bill was laid before Par- 
lament. 
@ v+n/pron + prep 
| Jay sth ‘by =Lay STH ASIDE 
Jay sth ‘down 1 to put sth down or stop using it: 
He stopped writing and laid down his pen. o They 
refused to lay down their arms. put sb/sth 
down 2 if you lay down a rule, or a principle, 
you state officially that people must obey it or 
use it: The government has iaid down procedures 
for negotiating teachers’ pay, © Clear guidelines 
have been laid down for religious teaching in 
schools. guidelines, rules, conditions 3 to 
establish sth that will develop or be useful in the 
future: Good eating habits can be laid down in 
childhood. 4 to produce sth that is stored and 
gradually increases: If you eat too much, the sur- 
plus is laid down as fat. CE fat {a Lay sth 
down is usually used in the passive in this mean- 
ing. 5 (BrE) to store sth, especially wine, to use 
in the future: She has laid down hundreds of bot- 
tles of port. bottles, wine 
@ 1,4 v+advin + v+nipron+ adv 
2,3,5Vtadv+n + vtpron+ adv + 
vtn+ady (rare) 
EN iay down the ‘law to tell sb firmly what they 
can or cannot do lay down your 'tife (for sb/sth) 
to die willingly in order to save sb or because of 
sth that you believe in 


Jay sth ‘in (formai) to get a supply of sth and 
store it to use in the future: I’ve laid in enough 
logs for the winter. 

YX) get sth in 
® vtadvin « v+npron+ adv 

Jay ‘into sb/sth (with sth) (for sth/for doing sth) 
(informal) to attack sb/sth violently, with words 
or blows: She laid into him with her fists. o He 
laid into the government for spending millions of 
pounds on buildings nobody wanted. 

337 rip inte sb/sth (with sth) (for sth/for doing 
sth} 
& v + prep 

fay ‘off. lay ‘off sb/sth; iay ‘off doing sth 
(informal) used to tell sb to stop doing sth that 
irritates or annoys you: Lay off! You're messing 
up my homework! o Lay off him, he’s still learn- 
ing. © Lay off bullying your brother! 
® vtadv e v+prep 

day ‘off sth, lay ‘off doing sth (informal) to 
stop doing or using sth harmful: You should lay 
off alcoholldrinking for a while. 
© v+ prep 

Jay sb ‘off to dismiss workers, usually for a short 
time, because there is not enough work: We’ve 
had to lay off hundreds of workers. 

@ vitnipron tady + v+adv+n 
> ‘lay-off z 1 [C] an act of dismissing workers 
because there is not enough work: The crisis has 
caused thousands of lay-offs. 2 (usually sing.] a 
period of time when sb is not able to take part in 
an activity ora sport that they usually do 

lay sth ‘on (BrE, informal) to provide or arrange 
sth for sb, for example food, transport or entet- 
tainment: Extra buses were laid on during the 
train strike. o She had laid on tea for the players. 
@ vtadvin « v+nipron + adv 
EE lay it/sth on with a ‘trowel: lay it on ‘thick 
(informal) to talk about sb/sth in a way that 
makes them seem much better or worse than 
they really are: to exaggerate sth: He was laying 
on the flattery with a trowel. o Calling him a 
genius is laying iton a bit thick! 

day sth ‘on sb (informal) 1 to force sb to deal 
with sth unpleasant or difficult: Im sorry to lay 
all this work on you. 2(Amz#) to break bad or sur- 
prising news to sb: Sorry fo lay this on you, but 
he’s never coming back, 
® v+nfpron+ prep 

lay sb ‘out 1 (informal) to knock sb uncom 
scious: He laid his opponent out with a single 
blow. 2 to prepare a dead body to be buried 
@ v+nipron+adv + vtadvin 

Jay sth ‘out 1 to spread sth out ready to use or so 

that it can be seen easily: Lay out all the clothes 
you want to take. © Lay ali the cards out on the 
table. 2 to plan how sth should look and arrange 
it in this way: They laid the streets out on a grid 
pattern, o a well laid out CViresumeé 3 to present 
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or explain sth clearly and carefully: At the meet- 
ing, he laid out his plans for the company. 4 (on 
sth) (informad) to spend money: He laid aut thou- 
sands renovating the house. 
© v+n/pron+ adv » v+adv+n 
» layout 7 [usually sing.] the way in which sth is 
arranged: He still recalled the layout of the house 
perfectly. © The magazine has a very attractive 
layout. 
» ‘outlay n [C] [U] the money that you spend on 
sth, especially when you start a new project: an 
outlay of $400 000 © What was your initial outlay 
On equipment? 
day ‘up to hide somewhere or de nothing for a 
while: They lay up in a cave until it got dark. 
® vtadv 
lay sb ‘up (informal) if sb is laid up they are 
unable to work or take part in an activity 
because they are ill/sick or injured: J was laid up 
jor a month with a broken leg. o He has been laid 


room, a door, a street, etc. leads into a place, it 
opens into it or connects with it: The door led into 
a tiny kitchen. door, room, road 
@ v+prep 
> ‘ead-in (to sth) n an introduction to a subject. 
a story, cte: We want a striking lead-in to the 

new programme. 

lead ‘off (with sth) (especially AmE) to start a dis- 
cussion, meeting, etc: Everyone will have a 
chance to speak. Would you like to lead aff? 
@® v+adv 

lead ‘off sth; lead ‘off from sth 1 if a street 
leads off (from) a place, it starts there and goes 
away from it: He pointed to a street leading off 
(from) the corner of the square. 2 if a room, a 
door, etc. leads off (from) a place, it connects dir- 
ectly with it: AH the rooms lead off the main hall. 
® vtprep + v+adv+prep 

tead sb 'on (informad to deceive sb and make 
them believe sth that is not true, especially that 


up with flu for a week. 
Lay sb up is nearly always used in the 
passive. 
@ v+nipron + adv è vtadven 

lay sth ‘up 1 (for yourself) (BrE) if you lay up 
trouble or problems for yourself, you do sth that 
will result in difficulties later: You're laying up 
problems for yourself by not tackling this now. 2 
to stop using a vehicle, ship, etc. because you do 
not need it, or it has to be repaired: Our boat is 
laid up during the winter months. IRIA Lay sth 
up is often used in the passive in this meaning. 
@ vtadv+n + v+nipron+ adv 


laze jez; 


Jaze a'round: laze a'round sth (BrE also laze 
a'bout, laze a'bout sth) to spend your time 
relaxing and doing very little: He lazed about ail 
day. © They lazed around the pool in the after- 
noon, 

He around, lie around sth; lounge 
about/around, lounge about/around sth 
@ vt adv + v+prep 

Jaze sth a'way to spend a period of time relax- 
ing and doing very little: We lazed away the sum- 
mer on the beach. 

@ V+ nipron+ adv + v+adven 


lead j1i:4/ (led, ted /led/) 


lead ‘into sth 1 if a subject or a discussion 
leads into sth, it moves naturally into a second 
subject or discussion: This led into a discussion 
on gender differences. o Pair and group work 
often leads into a whole class discussion. 2 if a 


you love them or find them attractive: You 
shouldn't have led him on like that. 
© v+nipron+ adv « v+ adv +n (less frequent) 


‘lead to sth; lead sb to sth («iso lead ‘on to 


sth, Jead sb ‘on to sth) to result in a particular 
action or event: to force or persuade sb to take a 
particular action: Living in damp conditions can 
lead to serious health problems. o What led you to 
this conclusion? o The increase in the number of 
motor vehicles has led to an increase in auto- 
crimes. © The police have offered a reward for 
information leading to the conviction of the 
child's killers. © She described how her early life 
had led her to her profession as an artist. o One 
thing led to another and before iong Sue and I 
were engaged. 
Gia Lead sb to do sth can also be used with 
this meaning: She described how her early life led 
her to become an artist. 
© v+prep + v+nipron+ prep + v+adv+prep è 

v + nfpron + adv + prep 


tead ‘up to sth 1 to be the introduction to or the 


cause of sth: The book describes the period lead- 
ing up to the start of the war. o Police are investi- 
gating the chain of events that ied up to her death. 
2 to prepare to talk about sth or ask a difficult 
question by gradually introducing the subject 
you want to talk about: What exactly are you lead- 
ing up to? © He seemed to be leading up toasking a 
difficult question. 

® v+ adv + prep 

> lead-up (to sth) n [sing.] (BrE) a period of 
time or an event or series of events before 
another event or activity: in the lead-up to the 
election 
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leaf nis; 

leaf ‘through sth to turn over the pages of a 
book, a magazine etc. quickly without reading 
them carefully or in detail: She picked up a bro- 
chure and leafed through it. 
pages flick through sth 
@ v+prep 


leak lick; 


leak ‘out if secret information leaks out, it 
becomes known to the public when it should 
remain secret: He was worried about what might 
happen if the news leaked out. 
TYR) get out 
@ vtadv 


lean Ain, deaned, leaned, Ari also leant, 
leant {lent/) 

‘lean against/on sth/sb; lean ‘up against 
sth to rest against or on sth/sb for support: 
Laura leaned weakly against the door o We left 
our bikes leaning up against the wall. o You can 
leanonmyarm. 

+ see also LEAN ON SB/STH 
@ v+prep + v+adv + prep 


Iean sth againston sth; lean sth ‘up 


against sth to make sth rest against or on sth 
in a sloping position: He leaned his head on his 
hand and closed his eyes. o Maggie leant the 
broom up against the wall. 

@ v+nipron+ prep + v+n/pron + ady + prep 


dean on sb (informal to try to make sb do sth by 


threatening them: They are leaning on fim to 
make him withdraw his compiaints. 

Lean on sb can be used in the passive: I 
was being leaned on. 

@ v + prep 


ean on sb/sth (also ‘lean upon sb/sth more for- 


mad to depend on sb/sth: It’s good to have some- 
one to lean on. o She was unsure of herself and 
leaned heavily on her friends for support. 
+ see aise LEAN AGAINST/ON SH/STH 
© v+prep 

lean to'wards sth (also lean to'ward sth) to 
support or tend to prefer a particular idea or pol- 
itical party: l'm not sure how I’m going to vote but 
I'm leaning towards the Democrats. 
© v+prep 

lean up a'gainst sth 
-> see ai8O LEAN AGAINSTJON STH/SB 

Jean sth up a'gainst sth 
=> see also LEAN STH AGAINST/ON STH 


‘lean upon sb/sth =LEAN ON SB/STH 


leave behind 


leap Nipi deapt, leapt lept; or leaped, leaped) 
‘leap at sth to accept sth eagerly, without hesitat- 


ing: She leapt at the chance of working in Paris. 
chance, opportunity 2% jump at sth 
& v+prep 


‘leap on sth (also ‘leap upon sth more formal) 


(especially BrE) to suddenly become very inter- 
ested in an idea or a suggestion, especially 
because you think it will give you an advantage: 
The press leapt on the story. 

@ v+ prep 


leap ‘out at sb if sth, especially sth written, 


leaps out at you, you sec it immediately: His 
name leapt out at me from the page. 
jump out at sb 
& v+adv + prep 

leap ‘up to stand quickly and suddenly when you 
have been sitting: He leapt up and ran to answer 
the door. 


28YN) jump up 
@& v + adv 


‘leap upon sth (especially BrE) “LEAP ON STH 


leave /li:v/ (teft, left /left/) 
leave sth a'side to not discuss or consider a 


particular idea or issue: Leaving aside car park- 

ing space, the housing development is well 

planned, o Let us leave aside the question of 

costs for the moment. © Leaving that aside... 

question, that‘this problem 

@ v+advtn e v+pron+ adv + v+n+adv (less 
frequent) 


leave sb/sth be'hind to make progress much 


faster than sb else: The new car is going to leave 
the competition far behind. 
@ v+nfpron + adv 


leave sb/sth be'hind; leave sb/sth be'hind 


sb 4 to go away from a place without taking 
sb/sth because you have forgotten thenvit: Some- 
body has left their umbrella behind. o Wait — 
don’t leave me behind! 2 lo go away from a place 
while the result of sth you have done stays there: 
They wore gloves so as not to leave any finger- 
prints behind (them). 3 to Jeave a person or place 
permanently, especially in order to begin a new 
life: He was anxious to leave the past behind 
(him). o She disappeared a year ago leaving 
behind a boyfriend and a small baby, 4 to have 
sb/sth remaining after your death: He died at the 
age of 33, leaving behind a wife and three young 
children. l 
Leave sb/sth is also often used with all 
these meanings: They wore gloves so as not to 
leave any fingerprints. 

®© v+nipron+ adv « vtadv+n æ v+n/pron+ prep 


leave i 


teave sth ‘in to not remove sth for example from 
a book, a piece of writing, etc: Make sure you 
leave that paragraph in. 

}OFF) leave sth out 

@ v+n/pran+adyv e v+advtn 

leave ‘off, leave 'off sth: leave ‘off doing 
sth (BrE, informal) to stop doing sth: Lee 
shouted at him, but he wouldn't leave off o Would 
you leave off what you are doing for amoment? o 
We're going to try and begin where they left off o 
‘Wil you leave off nagging? he shouted. 

$ vtadv e vtadvtn è vtadv+-ing 

leave sb/sth ‘off. leave sb/sth ‘off sth to 
not include or mention sb/sth, especially on a 
list: Have I leftanyone off the list? 

® v+nipron+adv + vt+tadvtn + v+n/pron+ prep 
leave sth ‘on 1 if you leave clothes on, you con- 
tinue wearing them: Leave your shoes on. 2 to not 
switch sth off: [found the television had been left 
on adl night, 

iv) keep sth on leave sth off, switch 
sth off 

@ v+nipron+ adv » vtadven 


leave it ‘out (BrE, informah 1 used to tell sb to 
stop doing sth silly or annoying 2 used to tell sb 
that you think what they have said is stupid, or 
that you do not believe it: Two million dollars? 
Leave itout! 
@& v+it+ adv 


leave sb ‘out: leave sb ‘out of sth to not 
include sb deliberately: Jt seemed unkind to leave 
Daisy out, so we invited her too. o There was an 
outcry when he was left out of the team, 
exclude sb (nore formal) 
@ v+nipron+adv e vtadvin + 

¥+nfpron + adv + prep 
+ left ‘out adj unhappy because you have not 
been included in sth: Iel a bit left out. 
leave sb/sth ‘out: leave sb/sth ‘out of sth 
1 to not involve sb/sth in sth: Leave my brother 
out of this — he had nothing to do with it. 2 to not 
include sb/sth either accidentally or on purpose: 
Have I left anyone out? o You can leave out the 
gory details. o This is spelt wrongly. You've left 
out the ‘eo You've left the second 'm' out of 
‘committee’. © You've deft out an m' in 
‘committee’. omit sth (more formad 
@ 1v+nipron+ adv è v+n/pron + adv + prep 

Z2vt+advt+n « v+n/pron+ adv + 

v +nipron + adv + prep 
be left ‘over (from sth) (of food or money} if 
food, money, etc. is left over, it remains when the 
rest has been eaten or used up: Affer ’ve paid my 
rent and bought food there isn’t much left over to 
spend on books. o There was plenty of food left 
over after the party. o There's some rice left over 
from lunch. 
© be+vtadv 


168 


ETTEN 


> ‘leftover n (BrE) 4 [usually pl.] food that has 
not been eaten and remains after a meal 2 a cus- 
tom, tradition, ete. that belongs to an earlier 
time but still exists: These narrow roads are a 
leftover from the days of horse-drawn carriages. 
> ‘leftover adj [only before noun] remaining 
because it has not been eaten or used: leftover 
vegetablesifabric 

‘leave sb to sth to go away from sb so that they 
can continue what they were doing before you 
came, or do sth without your help: (informal) If 
you don’t need me any more, I'll leave you to it. o 
Pu leave you to your lunch. 
© v+n/pron + prep 
TH leave sb to their own de'vices to leave sb 
alone to do as they wish: Once I've explained 
things to him I tend to leave him to his own 
devices. 


lend cna’ (tent, lent fient}) 


Jend sth ‘out (to sb) to allow sb to borrow sth for 
a period of time: The reference hooks cannot be 
lent out. 

@ v + nipron + adv + vtadven 

‘lend itselfithemselves to sth (formal) to be 
suitable for sth: Science in elementary schools 
lends itself well to learning through play. o Not 
all materials lend themselves to scientific dating. 


let let; (letting, let, let) 


~ down ~an 

169 ~in, into ~ oul 
~ in for 170 ~ past 
~inon ~ through 
~ into ~UD 
~ off 


tet sb ' down 1 to fail to help or support sb in the 
way that they hoped or expected: She said she 
would help, but let them down at the last minute. 
© It’s important our decision doesn’t let down our 
customers. © The car has never let me down. oI 
feit I'd been badly let down by the company. 2 to 
tell sb some bad news in a kind way so that they 
will not be too disappointed or upset: The Aids 
will be really upset the trip's been cancelled — try 
to let them down gently. 
@® v+nipron+ adv 1 alsov+adv+n 
IS let the ‘side down (BrF} to disappoint your 
family, friends, team, etc. by not being as success- 
ful as they expect, or not helping or supporting 
them: John would never let the side down. ol 
knew I was letting the side down (= disappointing 
my family, etc.) op not going to college. 
> ‘let-down n [C, usually sing.] [U] something 
that is not as good as you thought or hoped it 
would be: The movie was great but the ending was 
a bit of a let-down. 
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Jet sb/sth ‘down, Jet yourself ‘down to 


make sb/sth/vourself less successful or impres- 
sive than they/it/vou should be: Her knowledge of 
Italian is excellent, but her pronunciation lets her 
down. © His clothes let him down. o If vou don’t 
work hard for these exams. you'll only be letting 
yourself down. 

@ vtnipron+ adv + vtadven 


let sth ‘down 1 to make sth go lower: We let the 


bucket down on a rope. 8Y lower sth (more for- 
maf) 2 to make sth longer, especially an item of 
clothing such as a skirt or adress: I'm going to let 
the hem down a couple of centimetres. take 
sth up 3 (Er E) to allow the air to come out of sth, 
such as a tyre: The tyres on his car had been let 
down during the night. tyre 357%) deflate 
sth (formal) 

$ v+nipron+ adv e v+advin 

let your ‘hair down (informal) to relax and 
enjoy yourself, often in a wild or lively way: I saw 
my parents letting their hair down on the dance 
floor. 


jet sb/sth ‘in; let yourself ‘in, let sb/sth/ 


yourself ‘into sth to allow sb/sth/yourself to 
enter a room or a building: Let me in! It's cold out 
here. © The guard refuses to let anyone in without 
a security pass. © She let herself into the flat. 

$ vitnipron+ adv « v+adv+n « v+n/pron + prep 


let sth ‘in to allow sth such as water or light to 


enter a place through a hole: There was a hole in 
the roof that let the rain in. o d drew the curtains 
back to let in some light. 

BEJ light, rain 


iia Let sth in cannot be used in the passive. 


$ vtnipron+ adv + v+adv+n 

> ‘Inlet n 4 a narrow strip of water which goes 
from the sea or a lake into the land: @ nar- 
rawfsheltered inlet 2 the part of a machine 
through which air gas or fuel enters: a 
fuellpower inlet 


Jot sb/yourself ‘in for sth (informal to allow 


yourself to become involved in sth difficult or 
unpleasant: Jf I'd known what I was letting 
myself in for I'd never have agreed to help. o 
What have you let me infor? 

Let sb/yourself in for sth cannot be used 
in the passive. It is often used in questions with 
what. 

@& v + n/pron + adv + prep 


tet sb ‘In on sth (BrE also let sb ‘Into sth) 


(informal) to allow sb to share a secret: Are you 
going to let them in on your plans? o I wanted to 
let Chris in on the secret, o I'll let pou into a little 
secrel. 

secret 

@ v+nipron+ adv + prep « v+nipron + prep 


tet out 


be let ‘into sth (BrE) to be put into the surface 


of sth: A large window was let into the wall, 
@® be+v+prep 


let ‘off (BrE, slang) to let air from the bowels 


come out through your bottom 
& vt adv 


dlet sb ‘off (with sth) to punish sb lightly for sth 


wrong they have done; to not punish sbat all: She 
was let off with a fine. o FUH let you off this time, 
but dan’! do it again. 

@ v + n/pron + adv 


let sb ‘off; let sb ‘off sth 1 to allow sb not todo 


sth or not to go somewhere: You really ought to 
help with the shopping, but I suppose I could let 
you off o Mum let me aff the household chores 
during exams. 2 to allow sb to get out of a 
vehicle, especially a bus: Can you let me off here? 
© v+nipron+ adv è v+n/pron+ prep 

EM let sh off the ‘hook to free sb from a difficult 
or unpleasant task or situation: He wasn't going 
to let the senator off the hook easily; he kept ask- 
ing difficult questions. 


let sth ‘off to fire a gun; to make a bomb explode: 


The boys were letting off fireworks. o He let off a 
warning shot. 

firework, shot 

O vtadv+n « v+n/pron+ adv 

C fet off ‘steam to get rid of your energy, emo- 
tions, etc. by shouting or doing sth active: He fet 
off steam by hitting a pillow, 


Jet ‘on (to sb) (informal to tell sb sth that is sup- 


posed to be a secret: She doesn’t know I’ve bought 
her a watch, so don’t let on, will you? > The chil- 
dren knew he was coming, but they didn’t let on to 
anyone. © There were holes in Jack’s shoes, but 
Kate didn't let an (that she'd noticed. 

@ vtadv 


det ‘out (Amz) when schools, classes, offices, etc. 


tet out, they come to an end and students, work- 
ers, etc. go home at the end of a day or a term: 
Classes let out in June. © More than 30000 people 
are expected in the square after work lets out. 

& v + adv 


Jet sb ‘out; let sb ‘out of sth 1 to allow sb not 


to do sth they have promised or are expected to 
do; to free sb from a difficult situation: Tve got 
school tomorraw, so that lets me out (of helping). 
2 toallow sb to leave a hospital, prison, ete., espe- 
cially early or for a short time: The doctors might 
let me out tomorrow. 

@ v+nipron+adv « vt+advin è 

v +n/pron + adv + prep 

 ‘let-out 7 {sing.] (especially BrE) something 
that allows you to avoid an unpleasant or diffi- 
cult situation: a let-out clause (= in a contract) o 
‘I think It’s too hot to go Jogging today,’ I said, 
looking for a let-out. 
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let sb/sth ‘out; let sb/sth ‘out of sth; let 
yourself ‘out; let yourself ‘out of sth to 
allow sb/sth/yourself to go out of a roam or a 
building: Can you let yourself out?ol was 
amazed they let her out of hospital so soon. 
@ vinipront+adv e vtadvin« 

v+ nfpron + adv + prep 

let the ‘cat out of the bag to tell a secret 
carelessly or by mistake: J was trying to keep my 
promotion quiet, but Steve went and let the cat out 
of the bug. 


tet sth ‘out 4 to give a cry: to make a sound: She 
let out a scream of terror: o He let out a sigh of 
relief. cry, sigh hold sth in 2 to allow 
secret information to become known: He's the 
only person who could have let the secret out. o 
The company let out that they were putting in a 
bid for KFC. secret reveal sth (more 
Jormal) 3 (te sb) (BrE) to make a house, flat, 
apartment, etc. available for rent: The apart- 
ment’s been let out to a German couple. 
flaVapartment, house hire sth out (to sb): 
rent sth out (to sb) 4 to make an item of clothing 
looser or larger: I’ve eaten so much I'll have to let 
my belt out! {083 skirt, trousers take sth In 
S (aise let sth ‘out of sth) to allow air, liquid, ete. 
to escape or flow out of somewhere: We need to let 
the air out of the radiator. 
@ vtadvtn » vt+nipron+adv 

5 also v + n/pron + adv + prep 

> ‘outlet n 1 (for sth) a way of expressing or 
using energy strong feelings, ideas, otc: Children 
need an outlet for all their energy. 2 a shop/store 
or an organization that sells goods made by a 
particular company or of a particular type: a 
retailifast food outlet 3 (especially AME) a 
shop/store that sells goods of a particular 
make/makes at reduced prices: designer outlets 4 
a pipe or hole through which water, steam, ete. 
can flow out 5 (Am) a device in a wall that you 
use to connect a piece of electrical equipment to 
a power supply: an electrical outlet 6 the end of a 
river where it lows into a lake or the sea 

let sb/sth ‘past to allow sbisth to go past you: 

Can you let me past, please? 

$ vt nipron+ adv 

let sb/sth ‘through 4 to allow sb/sth to pass or 

g0 through sth that is blocking the way: The 

crowd moved aside to let the ambulance through. 

© Let me through -.- I’m a doctor o These blinds 

don't let much light through. 2 (especially BrE) to 

say that sb/sth is good enough for sth or is cor- 

rect: We were worried the council wouldn't let the 

Blans for the new building through. 

© v+nipron+ adv + v+adv+n(rare) 

fet ‘up (informal) 1 to become less strong: The 

rain showed no sign of letting up. 2 todo sth with 

less effort or energy than before, or stop doing it: 


wba cawes 


We mustn't let up, even though we're winning. © 
Doesn't She ever let up? She's been complaining ali 
day. 

@ v+adv 

> let-up (in sth) n [U] [sing.] a reduction in the 
Strength of something; a period of time whensth 
unpleasant stops: There can be no let-up in the 
war against drugs.o The rain continued all 
afternoon with no let-up. 


level (ev) (1, AmE---) 


‘tevel sth at sb/sth 1 (also level sth a'gainst 
sb/sth) to say publicly that sb is to blame for sth, 
especially a mistake or a crime: The charges 
levelled against him are unjust. o Environmental 
groups have levelled a number of criticisms at the 
Proposal. B53 criticism, accusation, charge 
Mi Level sth against/at sb/sth is usually 
used in the passive in this meaning: Accusations 
of incompetence have been levelled at the princi- 
pal. 2 to point sth, especially a gun, at sb: She 
levelled the pistol at his head, 
® v+nipron + prep 

level sth ‘down/‘up to make standards. 
amounts, etc. be the same low/high or lower/ 
higher level: The government is accused of 
levelling down standards in schools rather than 
levelling them up, 

@ vtadvt+n + v+nipron+adv 


level 'off/out 1 to become level or steady after a 
period of sharp rises and falls: House prices 
showed no sign of levelling off 2 to become level 
or horizontal after rising or falling: The read 
began to level off as we approached the coast. © 
The plane levelled aff at 20 600 feet. 

@ vtadv 

level sth 'off/out to make something smooth or 
flat: Level the ground out before sowing the seed, 
@® v+nipron + adv « v+advin 

level sth ‘up = Lever STH DOWN/UP 

‘level with sb (informa) to speak or deal with sb 
in an honest and direct way: I’m going to level 
With you now — your work hasn't been up to 
standard for some time. o I’ve got the feeling that 
he’s not levelling with me. 
© v+prep 


lick Uk; 


dick sth 'offr'up; lick sth ‘off sth to cat or 
drink sth by moving your tongue over the sur- 
face of it: She licked the jam off (the spoon). o The 
cat licked up the milk from the dish. 
@ v+nipront adv + vt+adv+n + v+n/pron + prep 


lie far; (ties, tying, lay /lev/ain flem)) 


lie a'bout; lie a'bout sth (8r£) = LIE AROUND, 
LIE AROUND STH 
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lie a‘head; lie a‘head of sb to be in the future: 


to be in front of you: Great opportunities He 
ahead. o Who knows what problems might lie 
ahead of us? 

@ vtadv + v+ adv + prep 


lie around; lie a’round sth (BrE also Me 


a'bout. lie a'bout sth) 1 (of a person) to spend 
time being lazy and not doing anything in par- 
ticular: She's been lying around the house all day 
doing nothing. BYD laze around, laze around 
sth; lounge about/around, lounge about 
around sth 2 (of a number of things) to be left 
somewhere in a careless or untidy way: His 
clothes lay around all over the floor o ‘Have you 
seen my purse?’ ‘It was lying about in the kitchen 
when I last saw it.’ o You shouldn't leave valie 
ables lying around the changing rooms. 

@ v+adv + v+prep : 

> ‘layabout z (old-fashioned, BrE, informal) a 
lazy person who does very little work 


jie ‘back (in/op sth) to rest, relax and do very lit- 


tle: Just lie back and enjoy the peace and quiet. © 
She lay back on the pillows and closed her eyes. 
@® v+adv 


lie be'fore sb (literary) 1 to be in front of sh: A 


terrible sight lay before them. 2 to be in the 
future: Your whole life lies before you. 
® v+ prep 


lie be'hind sth to be the real explanation or rea- 


son for sth: Ske understood the feelings that lay 
behind his angry words. o We will probably never 
know what lay behind his decision to resign. 


@ v+ prep 


lie ‘down to be or move into a horizontal position 


on a bed, ete. in order to sleep or rest: Ge and lie 
down for a while. o He lay down on the sofa and 
went to sleep. o The coughing is worse when he’s 
lving down. o She was lying down on the bed. 

Do not confuse this sense of lie down with 
lay sth down, which must always have an 
object: Jack lay down on the sofa. o Jack laid the 
pen down on the table, o Jack was lying down on 
the sofa, (not Jack was laying down on the sofa). 
@ v+adv 

take sth tying ‘down to accept an insult, a 
criticism, a violent attack, etc. without protest- 
ing or reacting to it: He has been accused of brib- 
ery, but he won't take this lying down. 

» lie-‘down 7 (sing.] (BrE, informal) a short rest, 
especially in bed: to have a lie-down 


lle ‘in (BrE, informal) to stay in bed after the time 


you usually get up: I's Saturday tomorrow, so 
vou can Lie in. 

sleep in 

© v+ adv 

> lien n [sing] (BrE, informal an act of stay- 
ing in bed longer than usual in the morning: fo 
have a lie-in 


lighten up 


lie ‘up (BrE) to hide somewhere: The fugitives lay 


up in the caves until it got dark. 
@ vtadv 


‘tie with sb/sth (to do sth) (forman ta be the duty 


or responsibility of sb/sth: It lies with you to 
accept or reject the proposal. o The decision on 
whether to proceed lies with the minister 

rest with sb 

®© v+ prep 


lift et; 


lift ‘off when a rocket. etc. lifts off it rises from 


the ground into the air: The rocket lifts off next 
Monday. 

@ v + adv 

> ‘lift-off [C] [U] the moment when a rocket or 
spacecraft leaves the ground and rises into the 
air: We have lift-off! 


lift sb/sth ‘up: lift yourself ‘up to raise 


sbisth/yourself to a higher position or level: 7 
can’t lift pou up — you're too heavy! > She lifted 
herself up on one elbow. o She lifted up the box 
and put it on the table. 

E Lift sb/sth/yourself can also be used with 
this meaning. 

© vinipran+adv e vtadven 


light /iart/ (lit, tit /t/) 
Hight on/upon sb/sth (literary) 1 to suddenly 


see sb/sth: Her gaze lighted on her daughter 2 to 
suddenly find sb/sth or think of sb/sth: The 
research team has lit upon important new mater- 
ial. hit on sth 

Lighted is also used for the past tense and 
past participle. 

alight on/upon sb/sth 

® v+prep 


light ‘up; light sth ‘up 1 to become or to make 


sth bright with light or colour: She switched the 
moniter on and the screen lit up. o Flashes of 
lightning lit up the sky. © The waterfall was lit up 
at night with pink and green floodlights. 2 if a 
person's eyes or face light up, or sth lights 
them up, they become bright with excitement or 
happiness: Her eyes lit up when she saw them. oA 
smile of delight lit up his face. o His face lit up 
with pleasure, 3 (informal) to begin to smoke a 
cigarette, etc: She took out a cigarette and lit up. © 
He lit up one cigarette after another. 

© viadv + vtadvin « v+pron+adv + v+nt adv 

(less frequent) 
Night upon sb/sth = LIGHT ON/UPON SB/STH 


lighten atn; 


lighten 'up (spoken) used to tell sb to be less ser- 
ious or to complain or worry less about sth: 
Come on, lighten up! It was only a joke. 
@ v+adv 
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lighten sth ‘up (informal to make sth more 
cheerful and less serious or depressing: He did 
his best to lighten things up. o She tried to 
lighten up her speech with a few jokes. 
@ v+n/pron+ adv + v+adven 


liken /latken/ 


liken sb/sth to sb/sth (formal) to compare 
sb/sth to someone or something else and say that 
they are similar: He has been likened to a young 
George Best. o She likened the building to a ship. 
Liken sb/sth to sb/sth is often used in the 
passive, 
@ v +n/pron + prep 


limber /imbacr); 


limber ‘up (for sth) to do exercise to prepare to 
take part in a sport, a race, etc.; to warm up: The 
players were limbering up for the game. o (figura- 
tive) The candidates are already limbering up for 
the election campaign. 
Ym) warm up 
@ v+adv 


i im it /lomuit/ 


‘limit sth to sb/sth to make sth exist or happen 
only in a particular place or within a particular 
group: Violent crime is not limited to big cities. o 
The teaching of history should not be limited to 
dates and figures. 

confine sth to sb/sth 

Red Limit sth to sb/sth is usually used in the 
passive. 

®© v+nipron + prep 


fine jam; 


line ‘up 1 (for sthito do sth) if people line up, 
they form a line, standing one behind the other 
or beside each other: A group of people were lin- 
ing up for tickets. o They lined up to shake the 
President's hand. © The runners lined up at the 
Starting line. + see also QUEUE UP (FOR STH/TO DO 
STH) 2 to join with sb in order to do sth: Local 
groups are lining up against the new develop- 
ment. ọ Several newspapers lined up to demand 
his resignation. 

@ v+ adv 

> ‘line-up z [usually sing.) a row of people that is 
formed so that sb who saw a crime can try to rec- 
ognize the person who did it: She picked him out 
of a line-up (= she recognized him as the person 
who committed the crime). 

> See al80 LINE-UP At LINE SB/STH UP 

line ‘up; line sth ‘up to be, or to put sth, in the 
correct position in relation to sth else: The three 
holes should ail line up (with each other). 

@ v+ady + v+n/pron+adv è v+adv+n 
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fine sb/sth ‘up 1 to arrange people or things ina 
line or a row: She lined the children up for the 
photograph. © His CDs were lined up on the shelf, 
2 (for sb/sth) to organize an event or an activity; 
to arrange for sb to do something at an event, a 
competition, etc: He's lined up a band for the 
party. © We've lined up a few things for the week- 
end. © They already had a buyer for their car 
lined up. 
@ v+tadv+n + v+pron+adv è v+n+adv (less 

frequent) 

> ‘line-up n [usually sing.] 4 a group of people 
who have been chosen or invited to take part in 
an event: an impressive line-up of performers o 
The line-up for tonight's game is still not known. 
2 a set of events, people or things: Several new 
dramas are included in the line-up of pro- 
grammes for next year 
-> see also LINE-UP at LINE UP 


linger mgar); 


dinger 'on 1 to remain for a long time: The mem- 
ory of that day lingers on in the minds of local 
people. © The smell lingered on for days after. 2 to 
remain alive, but becoming gradually weaker: 
We should be thankful that she didn’t linger on. 
Mela Linger is used more frequently with the 
same meanings. 
© v+adv 


link /imk/ 


dink ‘up 1 (with sb) to join with sb in order to do 
sth together: We are trying to link up with other 
charities working in the area. 2 (with sth) to make 
a connection with sth: The two spacecraft will 
link up in orbit. 
@ vt+adv 

link sb/sth ‘up (to sth) to connect sb/sth with 
someone or something else: The alarm is linked 
up to the police station. o The new network can 
link us up to similar organizations around the 
country, 
$ v+n/pron+ adv > v+adven 
> ‘link-up n a connection between two systems or 
machines: They did a live satellite link-up with 
the show. 


liquor uka); 


be/get liquored ‘up (AmE, informal to belget 
drunk: We got liquored up on Saturday night. 
@ be/get + v+ adv 


listen /isn; 


‘listen for sb/sth; listen ‘out for sb/sth to 
listen carefully to see if you can hear sb/sth: Ske 
lay awake, listening out for the sound of the key in 
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the lock. o Will you listen out for the phone while 
I’m in the bath? o The children were asked to lis- 
ten out for a word beginning with ‘sh’, 
sound, door 
@ v+prep « v+ adv + prep 

listen ‘in 1 (onto sth) to listen to sth or sb 
secretly: Have you been listening in on my phone 
calls? o They were sure that the police were listen- 
ing in to their conversations. 2 (to sth) to listen to 
a radio programme, etc: Listen in on Friday for 
our interview with George Michael. 
@ vr adv 

listen ‘out for sb/sth =LISTEN FOR SB/STH, LIS- 
TEN OUT FOR SB/STH 

listen ‘up (spoken, especially AmE) used to tell sb 
to pay attention to what you are going to say: Lis- 
ten up, everyone — this is important! 
@ v+adv 


live juv/ 

Nive by sth to follow a particular belief or set of 
principles: Some people live by the rule ‘anything 
for the sake of peace’. o Women working in a 
man's world have to live by men’s rules. 

GEJ) principles, standards 

© v+prep 

J live by your ‘wits to earn money or survive 
by clever and sometimes dishonest means: He 
had no money and was living by his wits and by 
selling a few paintings. 

ive by sth; ‘live by doing sth to earn the 
money that you need by using or doing a particu- 

lar thing: people who live by the land (= for 
example, farmers) o She lived by giving private 
lessons. 
$ v+prep 

live sth ‘down to make people forget sth very 
embarrassing or bad that you have done in the 
past: I can’t believe I fell in the river — I'll never be 
able to live it down. 
Live sth down is not used in the passive. 
@ vi nipront adv e v+adv+n 

Nive for sb/sth to consider sb/sth as the main 
purpose of or the most important person or 
thing in your life: She lives for her work. © What 
have I gat to live for now? 
@ v+prep 

live ‘in to live at the place where you work or 
study: They have a nanny living in. o (BrE) Most 
students live in during their first year 
tarp live out 
@ vtadv 
+ ‘Ive-in adj [oniy before noun] 1 (of an 
employee) living in the house where they work: a 
live-in housekeeper{position 2 (of a boyfriend, 
girlfriend, etc.) living in the same house as their 
sexual partner: a live-in lover/boyfriend 


live together 


EPEE ETTET TETELE TETELE LLLLLLELLETETETTETTE RETETE ETETETT De Ea 


‘live off sb/sth (often disapproving) to get the 


money or the things you need from sb/sth: You 
can't live off your parents forever! © He had to 
live off his savings. 

© v+ prep 


‘tive off sth to eat one type of food very fre- 


quently or all the time: When J was a student I 
lived off bread and cheese. 

-> see also LIVE ON STH 2 

 v+prep 

live off the ‘Jand to eat food that you can 
grow, killor find yourself: The army was forced to 
live off the land. o It's a farming area and most of 
the people still live off the land. live off the fat of 
the ‘land (disapproving) to have enough money 
to be able to buy expensive food, drink, clothes, 
etc: It was a time when landlords and merchants 
lived off the fat of the land. 


live ‘on to continue to live or exist: He may be 


dead but his music lives on. 
@ vtadv 


live on sth 1 to have a particular amount of 


money with which to buy everything you need: 
How did you manage to live on a student grant? © 
They don’t earn enough to live on. 2 to eat a par- 
ticular type of food very frequently or all the 
time: She was living on fruit and raw vegetables. 
© birds that live on insects > see also LIVE OFF STH 
© v+prep 


live ‘out (BrE) to live away from the place where 


you work or study: J lived out during my final 
year at college. 
live in 
® vt+adv 
jive ‘out sth; live itthem ‘out 1 to do in real- 
ity sth that you think about, believe in, dream of, 
etc: On holiday in Texas I lived out my childhood 
fantasy of being a cowboy. fantasy, dream 2 
to spend your life or the rest of your life in a par- 
ticular way: She lived out the rest of her life in 
poverty, o Maybe I'll live out my days in the peace 
of the mountains. life, days 
A noun must always follow ont, but a pro- 
noun comes between the verb and out. 
@ vtadvin è vt+pron+ adv 
live ‘through sth to experience sth difficult or 
unpleasant and survive: He lived through both 
world wars. o It's something I never want to live 
through again. 
© v+prep 
‘live together (aiso ‘live with ab) 1 to live in the 
same house, flat/apartment, etc: There are six 
students living together in the house. o I'm living 
in a flat with Meg. 2 to share a home and have a 
sexual relationship, but without being married 
@ v+ adv « v+prep 
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live it 'up (informal) to have a very exciting and 
enjoyable time, usually spending a lot of money: 
P’ve heard that Tom's living it up in L.A. 
®© v+it+adv 

ive ‘up to sth to behave as well as or be as good 
or successful as people expect: The hotel failed to 
live up to expectations. o Mr. Mean lived up to his 
name and died a millionaire. o I've got a lot to live 
up to. 
expectations, name, reputation 
® v+adv + prep 

‘live with sb = Live TOGETHER 


‘live with sth; ‘live with yourself to accept an 
unpleasant situation and continue with your life 
and work: You might not like the situation, but 
you'll have to learn to live with it. o She wouldn't 
be able to live with herself if she hurt him. 
© v+prep 


liven nann; 


liven ‘up; liven sb/sth ‘up to become or to 
make sb/sth more lively, interesting or exciting: 
She livened up when Alan asked her to dance. © 
Put some music on to liven things up. © A few pic- 
tures would liven up the room. 
IYO brighten up; brighten sth up 
@ vtadv « v+nipront+adv + v+advin 


load /ləvd; AmE loud} 


Joad sb/sth ‘down (with sth) 4 to give sb/sth too 
many things to carry: She was loaded down with 
books. 2 to give sb/sth too much work or too 
many responsibilities: We've been loaded down 
with work recently. 

Load sb/sth down is usually used in the 
passive. 
@ v+nipron+adv + v+adv+n 

load ‘up (with sth), load sth ‘up (with sth) to 
put a lot of things in/on sth, especially a vehicle: 
Bring the car to the door and we'll help you load 
up. > I loaded up the van with all my possessions. 
© We've loaded up all the furniture and are just 
about ready to go. 

Load and load sth are used more fre- 
quently with this meaning. 
®© vtadv « v+adv+n « v+nipron+adv 


loaf flauf: AmE louf! 


loaf a'round; loaf a'round sth (BrE also loaf 
a'bout, loaf a'bout sth) (informal) to spend your 
time in a lazy way, doing very little: Aids loafing 
about with nothing to do o She just loafs around 
the streets all day. 
© vtadv + v+prep 


loan flaun; AmE loun/ 


loan sth/sb 'out (to sb) to lend sth/sb to sb, 
sometimes in return for money: Several players 
have been loaned out to other teams. o Sometimes 
we loan out these buses. 
@ vtadvtn + v+ni/pron+ adv 


lock /ok; AmE læki 


lock sb a'way 1 = Lock STH UP 12 =LOCR sB 
UP/AWAY He was locked away for the rest of his life. 

Jock sth a'way = Lock STH up She locked the 
money away in a cupboard. 

lock yourself a'way = LOCK sTH UP 1 to shut 
yourself in a place away from other people so 
that you are not disturbed: He locked himself 
away (in his room) until he'd finished his work. 
shut yourself away (from sb/sth} 
-> see also LOCK SB UP/AWAY 
@ v+pron+adv 

lock sb/sth ‘In; Jock yourself ‘in to put 
sb/sth/yourself in a room or building and lock 
the door: The prisoners are locked in every night. 
© Herushed to his bedroom and locked himself in. 
© v+n/pron+adv e vtadvtn 
> ‘lock-in 7 (BrE) an occasion when customers 
are locked into a bar or pub after it has closed so 
that they can continue drinking privately 


be ‘locked in sth to be involved in a difficult or 
unpleasant situation, especially an argument or 
a legal dispute, that seems unlikely to end soon: 
The parents are locked in a bitter legal battle over 
the future of the twins. 
@® be+v+prep 

lock ‘in on sth =Lock ONTO STH 


be locked ‘into sth (also become/get locked 

‘into sth) to be in a particular situation, or 
behave in a particular way, that you cannot 
change: The government is locked into a policy of 
reducing taxes. © Older horses can get locked into 
bad habits. 
@ be+v+prep 

lock ‘onto sth (ciso lock 'In on sth) if a weapon 
that is sent through the air locks onto sth that it 
is aimed at, it finds it and follows it: The missile 
can lock onto a target from a kilometre away. 
target 
Lock onto sth can be used in the passive: 
The missile was locked onto the target. 
@ vt prep « v+adv + prep 

Jock sb/sth ‘out 1 (also Jock sb/sth ‘out of sth) 
to prevent sb/sth from entering a place by lock- 
ing a door: / arrived home to find the landlady 
had locked me out. 2 to prevent workers from 
entering their place of work until they agree to 
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the conditions given by the employer: The man- 
agement will lock out anyone who refuses to sign 
the new contract. 
@ v+ni/pron+ adv èe vtadvtn 

4 also v+n/pron + adv + prep 
> ‘lockout n a situation when an employer 
refuses to let workers enter their place of work 
until they agree to particular conditions: The 
strikers faced a lockout. 


Jock yourself ‘out; lock yourself ‘out of 


sth to accidentally leave your keys inside a car, 
building, etc. when you go out, so that you are 
unable to get inside again: I’ve managed to lock 
myself out of my room three times! 

@ v+pron+adv + v+pron+ adv+prep 


Jock ‘up; lock sth ‘up to make a building safe 


by locking the doors and windows: Make sure 
you lock up before you leave. o She locked the shop 
upand went home. 

@ vtadv + v+n/pron+adv + vtadvin 

> ‘lock-up n a small shop that the owner does not 
live in; a place that the owner does not need and 
rents to sb else, for example to keep a car in: a 
lock-up garagelshop 

-> see also LOCK-UP at LOCK SB UP/AWAY 


lock sb 'up/a'way (informai) to put sb in prison 


or in a guarded hospital: People like that should 
be locked up! o They should lock her up and 
throw away the key. 

@® v+nipron+adv + v+adv+n 

> ‘lock-up n a small prison where prisoners are 
kept for a short time 

+ see also LOCK-UP at LOCK UP, LOCK STH UP 


tock sth ‘up 1 (also lock sth a'way) to put sth 


valuable in a safe place and lock it: Lock your 
valuables up in the safe. 2 (in sth) to invest money 
in sth and not be able to turn it into cash to 
spend: Huge sums of money are locked up in pen- 
sion funds. capital, money tie sth up 
fis In this meaning lock sth up is nearly 
always used in the passive. 

$ v+nipron+ adv « vtadven 


log flog; AmE log, lazgi (-gg-) 
Jog 'in/‘on; log ‘into/'onto sth (computing) to 


perform the actions that allow you to begin 
using a computer system: J got an error message 
when I tried to log inion. o The password allows 
the user to log into the system. 

system, network, computer 547" log off 
out: log offiout of sth 

Log into/onto sth can be used in the pat- 
tern: I was logged onto the Internet. 

@ viadv « v+prep 


log ‘offfout, log ‘offout of sth (computing) 


to perform the actions that allow you to fintsh 
using a computer system: Try logging off and 
logging on again. 


look after 


system, computer log iwọn; log 
into/onto sth 

Log offfout of sth can be used in the pat- 
tern: Wait until ail the users are logged off 

@ v+adv + v+prep 


loll jini; 


doll a'round; loll a'round sth (BrE also loll 
about, loll a'bout sth) to sit, lie or stand ina 
relaxed way, doing very little: There were several 
kids lolling around outside the club. o Jim should 
get a job instead of lolling around the house all 
day. 
@® v+adv + v+prep 


long ion, AmE lomy/ 


‘tong for sb/sth; ‘long for sb to do sth to 
want sb/sth very much: to long for a baby o J was 
longing for a chat and a good laugh. o She found 
herself longing for her visitors to leave. 

@ v+prep + v+prep + n/pron + toinf 

» ‘longed-for adj [only before noun] that sb has 
been wanting or hoping for very much: a longed- 
for child 


look /vuk/ 

~ about ~ into 
~ across ~ on 
~ after ~ out 

176 ~ ahead ~ out for 
~ around ~ out on/over 
~at ~ gwer 
~ away ~ round 
~ back 178 ~ through 
~ down : ~to 
~ down on ~ up 
~ for ~ upto 

177 ~ forward to ~ upori 
~in 


look a'bout; look a'bout sth; look a'bout 
you (BrE) = LOOK AROUND, LOOK AROUND STH, 
LOOK AROUND YOU 


look a'cross/over (atto sb/sth) to look quickly 
across a room: J looked across to where they were 
sitting. o She knew I was there, but she didn't look 
over al me. 
® v+adv 
lock ‘after sbisth/yourself (especially BrE) 1 
to make sure that sb/sth is safe: take care of 
sb/sth: His parents are looking after the children 
for the weekend. o She doesn’t look after her 
clothes. © Sophie will look after the visitors. o 
They re old enough to look after themselves now 
(= they don’t need any help). o Would pou mind 
looking after my bag for a minute? © See you soon 
— look after yourself (= when saying goodbye to 
sb). Take care of sb is used in American 
and British English with the same meaning: My 
mother is going to look afteritake care of the kids 


look after 176 
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while we're away. In more formal language you 
can also use care for sb: His job involves caring 
for the elderly. > see also BRING SB UP 1 2 to make 
sure that things happen to sb’s advantage: He’s 
good at looking after his own interests. 
Look after sb/sth can be used in the pas- 
Sive: He needs to be properly looked after. 
© v+prep 

look ‘after sth (BrE) to deal with sth; to be 
responsible for sth: Their accountant looks after 
the financial side of things. 
2Y) attend to sth Crore formal 
Look after sth can be used in the passive: 
Everything's being looked after +e Take care of 
sth is used in American and British English 
with the same meaning. 
© v+prep 

look a'head (to sth) to think about what is going 
to happen in the future: The team is looking 
ahead to next season. o Looking ahead to the 
weekend, the weather will stay fine. 
@ v+adv 

Jook a'round (BrE also look round) 1 (at 
sb/sth) to turn your head in order to see sb/sth 
behind you: The people in front kept looking 
round at us. © He looked round to see if I was still 
there. 2 (for sb/sth) to examine various choices 
or possibilities: We’re looking around for a new 
car, 
@ v+adv 


look a'round; look a'round sth (BrE also 
dook ‘round, look 'round sth) to visita placeora 
building as a tourist: Take your time looking 
around. © They've gone to look round the cath- 
edral. o I spent the day looking around the town. 
@ vtadv + v+prep 


look around; look a'round sth; look 
a'round you (BrE also look a'bout/round, 
look a'bout/round sth, look a'bout/round you) 
to turn your head in different directions so that 
you can see sth or see what is there: She carne into 
the room, looked around, then went out. o He 
looked round the classroom angrily. oI looked 
about me at the other passengers. 
@ vtadv + v+prep 

look at sb/sth 4 to turn your eyes towards 
sb/sth so that you can see them/it: Don't look at 
me like that! o What are you looking at? 2 to 
examine sth/sb closely: I'd like the doctor to look 
at him. o Can you look at this watch for me? I 
think it might be broken. In this meaning, 
look at sb/sth can be used in the passive: I took 
the car to the garage to get it looked at. 3 (usually 
used in negative sentences or questions) to can- 
sider or be prepared to accept sb/sth: They 
wouldn't even look at someone wanting part-time 
work, & used to draw sb's attention to sb/sth, 
often as an example that you want them to follow 
or not follow: I wouldn’t take advice from her -— 
Just look at the mess she's made of her own life! o 
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He left school without any qualifications, but look 
at him now! (= he is very successful now) o 
Money doesn’t always bring happiness — just 
look at Ian (= he is rich but not happy). 
& v+prep 

‘look at sth 4 to read sth, usually quickly, with- 
out reading all the details: She sat in the waiting 
room, looking at a magazine. In this mean- 
ing look at sth can be used in the passive: Don’t 
hand the form in until it's been looked at by a 
teacher. 2 to think about or study sth: Have you 
looked at the possibility of adopting a child? o 
The film looks at the events leading up to the war. 
In this meaning, look at sth can be used in 
the passive: Four possible routes were looked at 
for the new road. 3 to consider sth in a particular 
way: If you look at if like that, it’s a good thing we 
didn’t go. 4 (informal) (always used in the pro- 
gressive tenses) to have to consider or deal with 
sth; to be faced with sth: You're looking at £600 to 
get the car fixed. o If he’s found guilty he’s look- 
ing at a six-year prison sentence. 
@ v+prep 

look a'way (from sb/sth) to look in the opposite 
direction; to turn your eyes away from sb/sth: 
She looked at him then looked away. o He mum- 
bled a reply and looked away from me. 
@& v + adv 

look 'back (at/on/to sth) to think about sth that 
has happened in your past: Looking back, l'm not 
surprised she left. o He looked back on his time in 
England with a sense of nostalgia. 
@ vtadv 
never/not look ‘back (informal) to become 
more and more successful: He started work on a 
market stall in 1970 and he’s never looked back. 


look ‘down to turn your eyes downwards to the 
floor, especially because you are embarrassed, 
shy, etc: The little boy blushed and looked down. o 
She looked down at her hands. 
@ v + adv 

ook 'down on sb/sth to consider sb/sth as less 
good or important than yourself: She tends to 
look down on people who haven't been to college. © 
They looked down on our little house. 
Look down on sb/sth can be used in the 
passive: He was looked down on at school. 
$ v+adv+ prep 

look for sb/sth to search for sb/sth, either 
because you have lost them/it, or because you 
need them/it: Sue's been looking for you. o ‘CanT 
help you?’ ‘Yes, Pm looking for this shirt in blue.’ 
(= ina shop/store} 
Seek sb/sth is only used with this meaning 
in very formal language or in newspapers. 
@ v+prep 

‘wok for sth 1 to hope for sth or expect sth: The 
examiners will be looking for good grammar and 
spelling. o This could be just the opportunity he’s 
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been looking for. 2 to search for sth; to try to find 
sth: They were looking Jor an easy solution to the 
problem. REIA Seek sth is only used with this 
meaning in very formal language, or in news- 
papers. 

® v+prep 

look for ‘trouble to behave in a way that is 
likely to cause an argument, a fight, etc: Are you 
looking for trouble? 

> un'looked-for adj (formal) not expected: 
unlooked-for success 


look ‘forward to sth; look ‘forward to 


doing sth to feel excited about sth that is going 
to happen because you expect to enjoy it: Are you 
looking forward to your trip? o I’m not looking 
forward to going to the dentist. o We're looking 
forward to the concert! o I look forward to hear- 
ing from you (= at the end of a letter). 

Look forward to sth can be used in the 
passive: The President's visit is eagerly looked Jor- 
ward to. e Remember that to is a preposition in 
this phrasal verb and must be followed by a noun 
or the -ing form of a verb. 

© v + adv + prep 


look ‘in (on sb) to make a short visit to a place: J 


asked Sarah to look in on her grandmother on her 
way home. © The doctor will look in again this 
evening. 

@ vtadv 


look ‘into sth to examine sth or consider it care- 


fully: The committee is looking into the matter. o 
The manager is looking into your complaint. © 
We're looking into the possibility of moving to 
France. 

fee Look into sth can be used in the passive: 
This situation should be looked into. 

@ v+ prep 


took ‘on 1 to watch an event or an incident with- 


out taking part in it yourself: People looked on in 
alarm as the car began to roll down the hill. o 
Passers-by just looked on as he was attacked. 2 
(with sb)(AmE) to share a book, etc. with another 
person in a group: There aren’t enough books so 
you'll have to look on with your neighbor. 

$ v + adv 

> ‘onlooker 7 a person who watches sth without 
becoming involved in it: A crowd of onlookers 
jormed around the fight. 


‘look on sb/sth (also ‘look upon sb/sth more for- 


mal [+ adviprep] to consider sb/sth im a particu- 
lar way: I look on you as my friend. o She looked 
upon the assignment as a challenge. o I looked on 
life in a different way after that. o She was always 
looked on with distrust. 

Look on/upon sb/sth can be used in the 
passive: The job was looked upon as glamorous. 
© v+prep 


look round 


look ‘out used to tell sb to be careful, especially 
when there is some danger: Look out! There’s a 
car coming. o You're going to burn that food if 
you don’t look out. 
23%) watch out 
@ v+adv 

Jook sth ‘out (for sb/sth) (BrE) to search for 
something from among your possessions: TH 
look out that book for you. 
Look sth out cannot be used in the passive. 
@ vt+adv+n + v+n/pron+ adv 

look ‘out for sb/yourself to take care of 
sb/yourself and think about their/your own 
interests: Once he was in London he had to look 
out for himself © Emily's brothers always looked 
out for her: 
@ v+adv + prep 

look ‘out for sb/sth 1 to try to find sb/sth or 
meet sb: J was looking out for Pete but I didn’t see 
him. © Look out for this film at your local cinema. 
2 to try to avoid sth bad happening or doing sth 
bad: Look out for pickpockets. 
watch out for sb/sth 
® v+adv + prep 
> ‘lookout z 1 a place where sb watches from to 
see if there is any danger: a lookout postitower 2 
a person who watches for danger: The burglars 
posted a lookout outside the house. 


look ‘out on/over sth (of a room, etc.) to havea 
view of sth: Our room looked out over the square. 
@ v+adv+ prep 

look ‘over (avto sb/sth) = LOOK ACROSS/OVER 
(AT/TO SB/STH) 

Jook ‘over sth 1 to make a tour of a place: We 
were invited to look over the new classrooms. 2 to 
read sth quickly: I need to look over my notes 
before the test. o Your tutor will look over your 
work with you. 
© v+prep 

Jook sb/sth ‘over to inspect or examine sb/sth 
to see how good, big, etc. it is: He looked the paint- 
ing over carefully. o I'd like the doctor to look him 
over o We'll get a mechanic to look the car over 
before we buy it. 
sv) check sb/sth over: examine sb/sth 
When look sb/sth over is used with the 
pronouns # and them referring to things, these 
pronouns can also come after over: We'd like a 
mechanic to look over it for us. 
® v+nwWoron+ adv e v+advtn 

dook ‘round (BrE) Look AROUND 

look ‘round; look 'round sth (BrE) = LOOK 
AROUND, LOOK AROUND STH 

dook 'round; look 'round sth; look ‘round 
you (BrE) = LOOK AROUND, LOOK AROUND STH, 
LOOK AROUND YOU 
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lounge jlaond3/ lump flamp/ a 

i i ; lo a'bout Jump A and B to'gether, ‘lump A with B; 

lounge a'bout/a'round; lounge t p E e dean eae 
a'round sth to spend your time in a relaxed lump nw o 

way doing very little: She was always lounging sider two or more people or things together in 

about while the rest of us were working! © They the same group: A large number of plants are 


look ‘through sb to look at sb and not show that loom ‘up to appear as a large shape that is not 
you have seen or recognized them: 7 smiled at clear, often in a way that seems frightening or 
him, but he just looked straight through me. threatening: A dark shape loomed up out of the 
© v+ prep fox. 

look ‘through sth 1 to read sth quickly: She Loom up is usually followed by an adverb 


louked through her notes before the exam. 2 to 
read sth quickly: I looked through the paper 
while I was waiting. 3 to examine a collection of 
things or what is inside sth: What are vou doing 
looking through my bag? 

@ v+prep 

‘look to sb/sth (for sth/to do sth) to rely on sb/sth 
or expect sb to provide sth or do sth: They looked 
io us for help. o We must look to other means to 
generate the funds we need. o Many students can’t 
look to their parents for financial support. 

turn to sb 

© v + prep 

look to sth (especially BrE) 1 to think about 
something that will happen in the future: We are 
looking to the future with confidence. tho 
future 2 (formal) to make sure that sth is safe or 
in good condition; to think about how to improve 
sth: You should look to your own behaviour before 
criticizing others. 

© v+ prep 

ook ‘up 1 (from sth) to raise vour eyes: She 
looked up from her book and smiled. 2 (informal) 

(usually used in the progressive tenses) (of a busi 

ness, a situation etc.) to become better; to 

improve: Things started to look up for me after I 
got a job. o Business is looking up at last. 

@ vt ady 


or a phrase beginning with a preposition: A man 
loomed up out of the darkness. + Loom is also 
used with this meaning. 

$ v+adv 


loosen: ‘huzsn/ 
loosen ‘up (informa) to become more relaxed 


and comfortable: He began to loosen up and enjoy 
the evening. 
@ v¥ + adv 


loosen ‘up: loosen sb/sth ‘up to relax your 


muscles or parts of the body or make them relax, 
before taking exercise, etc: I swam a short dis- 
tance to loosen up. o A massage will help loosen 
you up. © These exercises will loosen up your 
shoulders. 

®© v+adv « v+nipron+adv « v+adven 


fop flop; AME la:p/ pp-) 
lop sth ‘off; lop sth ‘off sth 1 to remove sth 


from sth, especially branches from a tree, by cut- 
ting it: Several branches had been lopped off (the 
tree). o They lopped 20p off the price of each unit. 
rD chop sth off, chop sth off sth; cut sth off, 
cut sth off sth Z to make sth smaller or less: The 
new rail link has lopped an hour off the journey. 
knock sth off, knock sth off sth 

@ v+nipron+ adv + v+adv+n + v+n/pron+ prep 


were lounging around the hotel pool. 

laze around, laze around sth: lie about/ 
around, lie about/around sth 

@ v+adv è v+prep 


louse laus; 
douse sth ‘up (siang) to spoil or ruin sth: He 
loused up my promotion charices. 


mess sth up (BrE) 
@ vtadv+n + v+nipron + adv 


luck ink) 


tuck ‘into sth (AmE, informal) to get sth you 
want by chance: F lucked into some free tickets. 
@ v+ prep 
luck ‘out (AmE, informal) to be very lucky: We 
lucked out ina big way. o We really lucked out 
with the weather. 
@ v+ adv 


lug /ls9/ (-ag-) 

Jug sth a'round (BrE also jug sth a’bout, Jug 
sth ‘round) (with you) (informad to carry or pull 
sth large, awkward or heavy from one place to 
another, or everywhere you go: Can J leave my 
bag somewhere? It's very heavy to lug around. . 
i carry sth around (with you) (more formal), 


lumped together under the name of ‘herbs’. o You 
can’t lump the elderly and the disabled together. © 
You can’t lump the elderly with the disabled. 
Lump sb/sth together is otten used in the 
passive. 
@ v+nipron+adv e v+adv+n + 

y+nipron+ prep + v+n/pron + adv + prep 


lust rasti 
Just after sb (often disapproving) to feel a strong 


sexual desire for sh l 
Lust after sb can be used in the passive. 
® v+ prep 


Just after/for sth to have a strong desire to pos- 


sess or have sth: She was lusting after/for 
revenge. . 
TH Lust after/for sth can be used in the 


passive. 
© v+ prep 


luxuriate /lag'svəriern; AME “3or-/ 
lu'xuriate in sth (formal) to take great pleasure 


in sth that is very pleasant and relaxing: I luxurt- 
ated in a tong, hot bath. 
@ v+prep 


dook sb ‘up (informal) to visit or contact sb when 
you are in the place where they live, especially ford flad; AmE lord} 
when you have not seen them for a long time: 
Look me up next time you’re in London. 
Look sb up cannot be used in the passive. 
@ v+n/pron+ adv + v+adv +n (less frequent) 
look sb up and ‘down to look at sb suspi- 
ciously or in a careful or critical way 

took sth ‘up to search for a word or some infor- ‘108e yourself in sth to become so interested in 
mation in a dictionary or another book: 7 looked Sth that you are not aware of anything else: J 
the word up in the dictionary. o Hang on, I'l just $007 lost myself in the excitement of the play. 
look up her telephone num ber. © v+pron+ prep 
© v+nipron + adv e v+adven tose ‘out(on sth) (informal) to be unsuccessful in 

look ‘up to sb to admire or respect sb: She Betting sth that you want or think you should 
always looked up to her older sister have: Some youngsters are taking day jobs and 
Look up to sb can be used in the passive: losing out on schooling. © If things go wrong, I’m 
She was looked up to by the rest of her family. the one who'll lose out. o While the stores make 
® v+adv+ prep big profits, it’s the customers who lose out. 


‘look upon sb/sth =1.00K ON SB/STH oad 

lose ‘out to sb/sth (informal to not get the 
business you expected or hoped to get, because 
sb else has got it: Small stores are losing out to the 
big supermarkets. 
@ v + adv + prep 


cart sth around (with you) 
@ v+nipron+ adv + v+adv+n 


‘lord it over sb to behave in a superior way to sb: 
She likes fo lord it over the junior staff. 
@ v+it+ prep 


lull 2a; 


jull sb ‘into sth; lull sb ‘into doing sth to 

make sb feel confident and relaxed, especially so 
that they do not expect it when sth bad happens: 
Don’t let success in the test luli you into thinking 
you do not need to work hard. © His calm manner 
lulled me into a false sense of security C made 
me feel safe with him when I was not). 
© v+nipron + prep 


lose tu:z; (lost, lost jost: AmE laist) 


lumber “Lambari 


be/get ‘iumbered with sb/sth (BrE. informal) 
to give sti a responsibility or a problem that they 
do not want and cannot get rid of: I'M sorry 
you've been lumbered with driving me home. © 
The movie was about sb who sees a murder and 
then gets lumbered with the dead man’s child. 

loom Aum PEE bes 

doom a'head if sth dangerous, difficult or 
unpleasant looms ahead, it is likely to happen 
soon: Further problems are looming ahead. 
@ vtadv 


LE tr Piet ere te Tere eee ee er eT eer re 


magic /medsik/ (-ck-) 


‚magic sb/sth a'way/up (BrE) to use magic to 
make sb/sth disappear or appear; to make sb/sth 
disappear or appear so quickly or suddenly that 
it seems as if you have used magic: J wish my 
Problems could be just magicked away. o Sarah 
magicked up a wonderful meal in a very short 
time. 

@ v+adv+n e v+nipron+ adv 


mail /meu/ 


mail sth ‘off (to sb) to send sth to sb by post/mail: 
I mailed off an application the next day. 
letter, package post sth off (BrE), 
send ath off (to sb) 
EA You can also use mail a letter, etec., but this 
often refers to the action of putting the letter in 
the mailbox: How much does it cost to mail a letter 
in Italy? 
@ v+nipron+adv + vtadven 

mail sth ‘out to send sth to a lot of different 
people or places at the same time: Catalogues 
will be mailed out next week. 
send sth out 
Mail sth can also be used with this meaning. 
@ v+nipron+adv « v+advtn 


major /meidsa(r)/ 


‘major in sth (Am) to study sth as your main 
subject at a university or college: to get a degree 
in that subject: He majored in chemistry. 
© v+ prep 


make /merk/ (made, made /merd/} 


~ away with 181 ~ over 
~ for ~ overt to 
~ into ~ towards. 
~ of ~up 
~ off ~ up for 
___ = out ___182 ~upto = 


make a'way with sth (informal) to steal sth 
and take it away with you: Thieves made away 
with a computer and two televisions. 

-> see aisO MAKE OFF (WITH STH) 

@ v+adv+prep 

‘make for sb/sth to move in the direction of 
sbhisth: He jumped up and made for the door o She 
made straight for me. 

head for/towards sth 

© v+prep 


‘make for sth (not used in the progressive tenses) 
to help to make sth possible; to produce a par- 
ticular result: The two-hour journey to work 
makes for a long day. © The large print makes for 
easier reading. 
© v+prep 

‘make sb/sth into ath to change sb/sth into sth: 
They made the extra bedroom into a bathroom. ¢ 
You're trying to make her into something she isn’t. 
© Their story is being made into a movie. 
turn sb/sth into sth 
®© v + n/pron+ prep 

‘make sth of sb/sth to have an impression or an 
understanding of sb/sth: What did you make of 
the play? o I never knew quite what to make of 
Nick. © The information we have is so confused, 
it's hard tomake anything of it. 

@ v + n/pron + prep 

make ‘off (with sth) (informal) to hurry or rush 
away, especially when sb is trying to escape or 
has stolen sth: The youths made off ina stolen car. 
© Two boys made off with our bags. 

+ see also MAKE AWAY WITH STH 
@ v+adv 


make ‘out (informal 1 used to ask sb how they 
have managed or survived in a particular situ- 
ation: How are you making out in your new 
home? o ‘Did you make out all right in the inter- 
view?’ ‘Yes, fine.’ 2 (with sb} (AmE) to kiss sb: J 
saw her making out with Bill». 
®© v+ adv 


make ‘out (that ...), make sb/sthyourself 
‘out to be ... to claim that sth is true that may 
not be; to try to make people believe sth: She 
made out (that) she was earning a fortune, o 
Things aren't as bad as he makes out, o The bro- 
chure made the place out to be a quiet resort. o He 
makes himself out to be a big shot in the city. o 
The hotel wasn't quite what it was made out to be 
(= it was not as good as the brochure said it was). 
© vtadv + v+n/pron + adv + to inf 
make sb/sth ‘out 1 to manage to see sb/sth or 
read sth: J could just make out the shape of a 
house in the darkness. o Can you make out his 
handwriting? o She could just make out the 
sound of distant voices. oI couldn't make out 
what he was saying. 2 (used in negative sentences 
and questions) to understand sb/sth: to see the 
reasons why sth happens or why sb behaves in 
the way that they do: She couldn't make out the 
expression on his face as he spoke. o I can’t make 
her out at all. o He couldn't make out what was 
going on. > You need to apply for a permit, as far 
as I can make out. o How do you make that out 


181 


(= how did you reach that conclusion)? 

Make sb/sth out cannot be used in the passive 

this meaning. 

® Tvtadvtn + v+pron+ adv e v+n+adv (less 

_ frequent) 

2v+adv+n + v+n/pron+ adv 

e sth ‘out to write out or complete a form or 
ocument: He made out a cheque for £100. o Whe 
hali I make the cheque out to (= whose name 

Shall I write on it)? o Shall I make the invoice out 

to the company? © Would you make out a list for 

me of everyone who's coming? 

BEJ cheque, list 

DAA In informal spoken language make sb out 

sth can also be used: PH make you out a list. 

@ vtadvtn + v+n/pron+adv 


| 


[make sb/sth ‘over (informal, especially AmE) 


fo change sb/sth to give them/it a new 
appearance; to change sth to give it a new use: 
They decided to make over the whole house when 
‘they moved in. 
@ vtadv+n + v+ni/pron+ adv 
» ‘makeover n the process of improving the 
Appearance of a person or a place: She won a com- 
plete makeover (= new clothes, hairstyle, etc.) in a 
competition. 

ake sth ‘over to sb to legally give sth you 


“own to sb else: He made his estate over to his eldest 


son. © The government has made a lot of its 
power over to the regions. © The house was made 
over to the charity three years ago. 

GEJ estate, money 

@ v+n/pron + adv + prep + v+adv+n+prep 


"make towards sb/sth to go in the direction of 


sbisth: I saw them making towards the exit. 
® v+ prep 

ake 'up; make sb/sth ‘up; make your- 
self ‘up (BrE) to put substances on your/sb’s 
eyes, lips and face to make them or yourself 
attractive or to prepare for an appearance in the 
theatre, on television, etc: Jt takes her an hour to 
make up before going on stage. © She spends ages 
making herself up. o The children had been made 
up to look like clowns. 
@ vtadv + v+n/pron+ adv + v+adv+n 
» made-'up adj wearing coloured substances on 
the face: a heavily made-up face o She's always 
carefully made-up. 
> see also MADE-UP at MAKE STH UP 
>» ‘make-up 7 [U] substances that people put on 
their eyes, lips and face to make themselves 
more attractive, or that actors, etc. use: fo put on 
your make-up © a make-up bag 
=» see also MAKE-UP at MAKE STH UP 


make ‘up; make it ‘up (with sb) (BrE) to end a 


quarrel or a dispute with sb; Let’s kiss and make 
up. © He’s made it up with his parents. 
@ v+adv è v+it+ adv 


make up for 


make sth ‘up 1 to invent sth, often in order to 


deceive sb: He was making up stories for the chil- 
dren. © She made up an excuse for being late. > 
Did you think I was making it all up? 68) story, 
excuse It is much more common to say 
make upastory than invent a story. 2 make ‘up 
sth to form a particular part of sth: Rice makes 
up a large part of their diet. o Women make up 
55% of the student population. account for 
sth; constitute sth (formal 3 make ‘up sth, 
make it/them ‘up to put sth together from sev- 
eral different things: the cultures and races that 
make up the nation o The course is made up of 
five modules. constitute sth; be com- 
posed of sth (ormai) A noun must always 
follow up, but a pronoun comes between the verb 
and up. + see also CONSIST OF STH/SB, CONSIST OF 
DOING STH 4 to complete sth, especially a num- 
ber or an amount: We need one more player to 
make up a team. 5 to replace sth that has been 
lost: We need to make up lost time. o He was late 
for work but he made the time up the following 
day. 6 to prepare sth; to make sth ready to use: 
The pharmacist made up the prescription (= the 
medicine). o She made up a basket of food for the 
picnic. o The bed’s already made up. In 
informal spoken language make sb up sth is 
also used: Can you make us up a packed lunch? 
@ vtadvtn + v+nipron+adv 
a2vtadvtn 
3v+adv+n ə v+pron+adv 

make up your 'mind to decide sth: J like both 
dresses — I can’t make up my mind. o Have you 
made up your minds where to go for your honey- 
moon? o You'll never persuade him to stay — his 
mind’s made up (= he has definitely decided to 
go). o Come on — it’s make your mind up time! 

» made-up adj invented; not true or real: If was 
a true story, not a made-up one. 

-> see also MADE-UP at MAKE UP, MAKE SB/STH UP, 
MAKE YOURSELF UP 

» ‘make-up 71 1 the different things, people, qual- 
ities, etc. that combine to form something: 
Aggression is part of our genetic make-up. © The 
country has a complicated ethnic make-up. 2 
(AmE) a school test that you were not present for 
and that you take later: The make-up will be on 
Friday. o a make-up test 

-> see also MAKE-UP at MAKE UP, MAKE SB/STH UP, 
MAKE YOURSELF UP 


make ‘up for sth; make ‘up for doing sth 


to do or provide sth good to balance or reduce the 
effects of sth bad: J bought myself a new dress to 
make up for not getting the job. o After two years 
in prison he’s now making up for lost time (= 
doing the things he was not able to do while he 
was in prison). 

compensate (for sth) (nore formal) 

®© v+adv+ prep 


make up for 182 


make ‘up for sth; make it 'up to sb (in/or- 
mal) to do sth good for sb because you have 
treated them badly or because they have done 
sth good for you: An apology won't make up for 
the way you've behaved. o He said he was sorry 
and promised to make it up to her. o You've done 
mea real favour — I don’t know how to make it up 
fo vou. 
® v+adv+prep e v+it+ adv» prep 

(make ‘up to 5b (BrE, informal, disapproving) to 
be pleasant to sb in order to get an advantage for 
yourself: He’s always making up to the boss. 
18Y) kiss up to sb (AmE), suck up to sb 
® v + adv + prep 


map /mzp/ (pr) 


imap sth ‘out to plan or arrange sth in detail: J’ve 
mapped out a route for you. She felt as though 
her future had been mapped out for her. 
CSJ) future, route, strategy, plan 
®© v+adv+n s v+pron+adv è v+n+adv (rare) 


march mats: AmE mart] / 


march ‘on 4 to continue marching; to continue 
walking quickly: J tried to speak to her but she 
just marched on. 2 to move on or pass quickly: 
Time marched on and we still hadn't finished. 
[EVB] time 
@® v> adv 

‘march on sth to march to a place in order to 
attack it or make a protest: Demonstrators 
marched on the American embassy. 
@ v+prep 

march ‘past: march ‘past sb/sth (of sol- 
diers) to march past an important person or 
building: Af 11 o'clock the army began to march 
past, 
@ v+adv è v+prep 
> 'march past 71 a ceremony in which soldiers 
formally march past an Important person, etc. 


mark /ma:tk; AME ma:rk/ 


mark sb/sth ‘down to reduce the marks given 
to sb in an examination, etc: She was marked 
down for poor spelling. 
È v<+nipron+ adv « v+adv+n 

mark sth 'down 1 to reduce the price of sth: All 
goods have been marked down by 15%, YE 
reduce sth 2 to write something down: to make 
a note of something for future action: The 
teacher had marked me down as absent. o The 
council had the old square marked down for new 
development. 
®© v + n/pron + adv + v+adven 
b 'markdown n a reduction in price: a markdown 
of 12% 


mark sb 'down as sth (BrE) to consider sb a 
particular type of person: J had him marked 
down as a promising player from the start. 
© v+nipron + adv + prep 

(mark sb/sth ‘off (BrE) = MARK SBISTH OUT 

(mark sth ‘off 1 to separate sth by markinga line 
between it and sth else: We ‘ve marked the playing 
area off with a white line. 2 to write or draw a 
mark beside a name or an item on a list, for 
example, for a particular reason: The students I 
want to see are marked off on the list. 
© v+nipron+ adv « v+adven 

mark sb/sth ‘out (Br£ also mark sb/sth ‘off less 
frequent!) to make sb or sth different from ather 
people or things: There was something about her 
which marked her out from the other students. 
®© v + npron+ adv e v+adv+n 

‚mark sth ‘out to draw lines to show the edges of 
sth: She marked out a circle on the ground. 

@ v+adv+n è v+n/pron + adv 

mark sth ‘up 1 to increase the price of sth: 
Shares were marked up by 8%. 2 to mark or cor- 
rect a text: The text had already been marked up 
with corrections (= for printing). 

Mark sth up is often used in the passive. 
® v+ni/pron+adv è v+adven 

> ‘mark-up 7 [usually sing.} the difference 
between the cost of producing sth and the price 
it is sold at 


marry /'mzri/ (marries, marrying, married, 
married) 


marry be'neath yous/yourself to marry sb 
who belongs to a lower social class than your 
own: She thought her son was marrying beneath 
him. 
® v+ prep + pron 

‚marry ‘into sth to become a part of a family ora 
group because you have married sb who belongs 
toit: She married into a wealthy family. 
68) family, aristocracy 
© v+ prep 

marry sb ‘off (to sb) (disapproving) io get rid of 
a daughter or a son by finding a husband or wife 
for them: He had married his daughter off to a 
man twice her age. 
® v+n/pron+ adv + v+adv+n 

{marry ‘up; marry sth ‘up (with sth) (BrE) 1 to 
join up or connect successfully; to make two 
things or two parts do this: The two halves of the 
structure didn’t marry up. © He couldn’t marry 
up the two parts of the lock. 2 to match: to make 
two things match: The two versions of the story 
don't quite marry up.o The lawyers couldn’! 
marry up her story with the facts. 
© vvadv e v+adven è v+n/proné adv 
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Phrasal verbs 


sometimes when you meet a multi-word verb, you can understand the meaning if 
you understand the verb and particle individually. For example, one meaning of 
put down is to place something somewhere: Jack put the books down on the table. 
But what does it mean in the following sentence? She’s always putting people down. 
it does not mean that she places people somewhere, but that she is always 
criticizing them. When you see a verb followed by a particle but you cannot 
understand the meaning in the context from the meaning of the verb and the 
particle, you have found an idiomatic phrasal verb. 


If you find other combinations of verbs and particles which seem to have a different 
meaning from the verb used on its own, this is likely to be a type of phrasal verb too. 
Verbs which are always followed by the same particle are another type. (For more 
information on the types of phrasal verbs found in this dictionary, look at page vi). 


It is useful to learn these combinations of verbs and particles as a chunk of language. 
It is also essential to learn the context the verb usually appears in. For example, put 
down in the sense of criticize is used with a person or people as the object. 


Recording Phrasal Verbs 


The first thing you need to do is to verb 
find ways of recording the phrasal 

verbs you meet. It is a good idea to drop off 
have a separate section for them in 

your vocabulary book. You should example: 
record the verb, its meaning and 
an example sentence to help you 
remember the context. Look at the 
example in the box. 


meaning 


to fall asleep, often when 
you dont intend to 

He usually drops off in 
front of the television. 


mess around to do unimportant things 
rather than e.g. your work 

example: He failed his exams 
because he was messing 
dround instead of studying. 


You could also record a translation 
In your own language but you must 
make sure the context is the same. 


The position of objects 

If the verb has an object, it is useful 
to record the possible positions of 
the object. In this dictionary you 


will find this information about examples: She tried out the new recipe on 
each verb after the definitions and her children. 

examples. You can record the ohe tried the new recipe out on 
information as it is given in the her children. 

dictionary, or by putting examples 

in your notebook. 


try out to test something 
v+n/pron+adv, v+adven 


Or you could record the verb as: try sth out, try out sth Remember that when the 
object is a pronoun, it must come between the verb and the particle: She tried it out 
on the children. 


Collocations 
Many phrasal verbs are typically used with particular nouns. It is a good idea to 
ecord these. This will help you with context and accuracy, e.g. 


to find out information to play down a problem or the dangers of something 
to work out a solution to fill in a document or form 

to phase in changes to break off negotiations or formal talks 

to make up a story to butt in on a conversation 


ou can use the common subjects or objects given in the dictionary to help you 
do this. 

\ 
Organizing Phrasal Verbs 

When you record the verbs there are ways of organizing them that may make them 
easier to remember. 


@ Organizing by particles into 


The particles which appear with entering: break into, get into, check into, 
phrasal verbs often have a general crowd into 
Meaning of their own, which can changing: grow into, turn into, make into 


‘help you to understand the meaning persuading: talk into, pull into, draw into 
lof the whole verb. For example, one 

Meaning of the particle over is ‘considering, thinking about or examining’ and this 
‘can help you to understand verbs like ook over, talk over, go over, think over, read 
‘over. The particle up is the most common particle with phrasal verbs but it has 
Several meanings e.g. ‘increasing’, ‘improving’, ‘preparing’, ‘completing and 
finishing’. Therefore, you should try and record verbs under all these separate 
meanings. Look at the examples for the particle into above: 


b Organizing by meaning groups 
Sometimes it can help you to 
remember verbs if you record them 
in meaning (or semantic) groups. 
This is because these verbs often 
appear together in the same context, 
for example ‘feelings’, ‘travel’, ‘crime’. 
This means that when you need to 
talk or wrjte about a particular 
Situation you will have all the verbs 
you may need together. For example: 


¢ Organizing by opposites 


Feelings: fo get carried away; to open up; 
to fall out; to fall for; to get on 
with 

Travel: to take off; to set off; to check in; 
to touch down; to stop over 

Crime: to get away with; to break into; to 
fake in; to track down 


| tum up/turn down switch on/switch off pass out/come round 
| break up/get together go away/come back. bring forward/put back 


d Organizing by different meanings and patterns for the same verb 
For example: make up 


to make up - to put on make-up (lipstick, eye-shadow, etc) 
to make something up - to invent a story 

to make up with somebody - to become friends again after an argument 
to make up something  - to form or compose a thing 

to make up your mind -~ to decide from a number of possibilities 


e Organizing three-word verbs 
You may want to record together the verbs that are followed by an adverb and a 
preposition. For example: 


to cut back on to catch up on to go along with fo stand in for 
to feel up to to come in for to get round to fo look back on 
to run out of to get on with to look forward to to take over from 


NB However you organize your verbs, it is essential that you record them in the same way, 
that is with their meaning and context. 


Learning Phrasal Verbs 
These are some ideas for self-study that may help you to learn and remember 
phrasal verbs. 


Try to read in English, especially informal writing such as tabloid newspapers and 
novels, and underline all the phrasal verbs you find. Check their meaning in your 
dictionary and make a note in your vocabulary book as suggested above. 

Learn the verbs in organized groups (as suggested on p $22—25) rather than 
randomly. Constantly look back through your vocabulary book — familiarity and 
repetition help you to learn more effectively. 

Think of a particle and then try and list the different ‘meanings’ that the particle 
has. When you have done this, see how many verbs you can list under each 
meaning. You can also do this exercise with a friend. If you can learn the 
meanings of the particles, it will help you to understand new verbs you come 
across. The Guide to Particles at the back of the dictionary will help you with this. 
Look at the verbs you have recorded in meaning groups. Try to learn all the verbs, 
then in your head or in writing, make up a story using as many of the verbs as 
possible. These ‘stories’ will help you to remember the context for the verbs. 

Try this with a friend. Tell each other stories and correct each other if necessary. 
Write down ten example sentences of phrasal verbs that you want to learn. Then 
on another piece of paper write down a translation in your own language. 
Underline the verb in your language. One week later, take out your translated 
sentences. Look at the underlined verb and try to remember what the phrasal 
verb equivalent is in English. This will help you to ‘think’ in phrasal verbs, rather 
than using a more formal translation from your language. 


Phrasal Verb or Single Word? 


iirasal verbs are often the usual way of expressing something in everyday language. 
i single word which means the same is often more formal. Look at this description 
fan excursion from a printed brochure: 


WATE r.i Tec The coach will depart at 09.00. Leaving the city, it will ascend 
) h Temple Tour the mountain passes to reach the temple at 10.30. A local 
uide will conduct the tour and will answer any questions that arise. Visitors will not 
[ admitted unless they are wearing suitable clothing, and will be expected to remove 
ieir shoes before entering the temple. The group will return via the ‘Lost Valley’, 
here lunch will be provided for those who have requested it. 


Jow look at this letter, 
vhich Penny wrote to 
her friend when she got 
ack from her holiday. 
in this letter the words 
that are underlined in 
the brochure text 

ould be too formal. 
Use a form of one of 
each of the phrasal 
verbs in the box to fill 


For me, the highlight of the whole holiday was the trip fo the 
temple. We ___ at nine in the morning and 
were soon _________. some hair-raisingly steep roads. 
We ____ the temple about half ten. We had to 
wear long-sleeved tops and long trousers or they wouldn't 
| have ____ us . Of course, we had to —_ 
our shoes before we ——— the temple, 
too, A local guide _____ us _________, which was 
| good, because lots of questions ————__________ 
| about how we were supposed to behave, and about the history | 
| of the place. The temple itself was absolutely breathtaking, but 
that wasn’t the best thing because we | 
through what they call the ‘Lost Valley’. Lunch was 

: for the people who'd 
it, but we'd taken a packed lunch with us and we agreed that 
| it was the most spectacular picnic spot wed ever seen! 


the gaps in her letter: 


“ask for come back 
“come up get to 
go in goup layon 
etin set off 

show round take off 


Recording phrasal verbs 
Here are some suggestions for your own vocabulary records. 
synonym/ 


Verb position of meaning | 
pronoun/object 


| related noun 
translation 


| set off start ona depart (fml) 
journey (partire) 
| 80 up go up sth | climb | ascend (fmi) 
n 


Fake off | take sth off when you are too | remove (fml) 
take off sth hot you ~ your | (togliere) 
jumper 


| departure 


ascent 


removal 
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6-7 Are You a Natural Born Student? 
7 Which of these methods is the best if you want to speak 


Some people are born to study, others just think it’s a bore. Here's a quiz for you to try 
good English? 


to find which category you are in. First you'll need to complete the questions by 


choosing a verb from the box on the left to make a phrasal verb (you may need to ot A up for evening classes? — 
change the form of the verb). The first one has been done for you. Then try the quiz. a B away your books and find someone to talk with 

For each question tick the letter that best applies to you. The questions are written to in English? == 
someone who has finished school, so if you are still at school you will need to imagine C ____ up on vocabulary every night? = 


the questions are in the present tense. You can check the completed questions on page 


372 before you start the quiz. 8 When you had to stay off school when you were younger, 


A did you study while you were sick in order not to 


mess 1 At school | behind? = 
wt i $ aii ers always PiE on you and you off B were you just happy to have out of lessons? 
cep Or Be (ease — C did you borrow a friend's notes and them up? = 
tell B did kids who _ around in class annoy you? 2 i 
C did you ever get back for extra study? os ibble ? his you ee a you 

k o it as well as you could? =| 
put 2 When you are given an essay to do, do you i B it down 3 quickly as possible? -e 
get A on with it straight away and finish it early? a ii C __ a friend into letting you copy theirs at the last minute? — 


put B off starting it until the last possible moment? = 
C do some work on it immediately then TA 10 When you had a week of exams coming up did you 
for a while? A out a revision timetable in plenty of time? SEN 
7 aa B ______up the subject the night before each exam? — 
hand 3 How do you go about writing the essay? Do you C just take it easy and hope easy questions up? = 
jot A down some notes then write it and iting  — 
plan B do it in rough first, and then it out neatly or 11 IF there’s a quiz on TV do you 
type it up? = A over to something more interesting? 2 
write C _ it out carefully then write and edit it? B out an answer quickly, even if you're not sure? aan 
= C get annoyed if the answer doesn’t to you quickly? — 
beaver 4 Do you l 
get A work steadily and through your exams? na 12 What do you like to do on a long train journey? 
sail È through your exams despite away all year? — A out and gaze out of the window? pao 
scrape C just do enough to by? Ja B buy a paper and up on the news? 2: 
c down with a good book? Ree 
rattle 5 When you do an exam, do you 
go A — through it and it in early? es Now check your score on page 372. 
check B over each question carefully before on to | 20-24 points: You were born to study. You are the type of student teachers love. 
hand the next one? aie Remember to relax sometimes! 
move C answer all the questions then through your 14-19 points: You don’t mind studying and you aren't frightened of exams, but sometimes 
answers? Po you need a little push in the right direction. 
9-13 points: You can force yourself to study if you absolutely have to, but there are 
read 6 IF you’re reading a newspaper article in English, do you other things that you'd much rather be doing. 
come reach for your English dictionary 0-8 points: Lazybones! Studying is as natural to you as breathing air is fo a fish! 
look A | n’ Ser 3 m | 
B ie i ee j me ie i a lace Rae if you are working in class, discuss your answers to the quiz with other students and 
a ee RE Picea: ee ae A aa give each other advice about how to improve your study methods. For example: 
i el oe rougn ihe article once without ‘You should look up words you don’t know in the dictionary.’ ‘You shouldn't have 
a dictionary? — messed around in class’. 


photocopia ble 
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—§8-9 Sport 


lf you enjoy sport, you will meet many of the phrasal verbs that are used to describe 
different sports. 


Here are three extracts from a sports bulletin. Complete the extracts with phrasal 
verbs, using either a verb from the box on the left or a particle from the box on the 
right in each gap. You will need to change the form of the verb in some cases. Use 
your dictionary to help you if you need to. The first one has been done for you. 


bring ootball, and tonight’s match in the European Cup 


away 
end cise in controversy after Italy came __bdck___ from back 
play 2-0 down to beat Spain. At 2-2, the Italian goalkeeper for 
rule Alberti appeared to _ down Rojas, the Spanish | off 
send centre forward. As the Spanish players appealed up 
a penalty, the Italians on and 
| broke to score. The Spanish captain Martin 

was tħhen _—_—— .——— for arguing with the referee. 

ltaly_. Ss uup fortunate winners, but their 

goalkeeper picked a hand injury and has 

been —— —— out of the next two games. 
catch T he Tokyo marathon has been won by Takeshi ahead 
drop Saito of Japan. __ on by the home crowd, back 
hold Saito forged after just 5 kilometres and off 
urge built up a 2-minute lead. The chasing runners did not | up 

give , and gradually reduced the lead. The hot 

weather and the fast pace caused several leading 

athletes to_________— out. Saito’s recent training in 

the Sahara desert paid as he off the 

strong challenge of the Kenyan Daniel Nyanga, who 

hee up with 5 kilometres to go, then fell. 

in the final kilometre. 
go ym cnnis, and the unseeded Sofia Adamou of Greece against 
hold | BS has beaten Russia’s Irena Markova in three sets to through 
knock —_____ ______ to the final of the French Open. Adamou up 
pick said afterwards, “I’ve never up such a 
settle tough opponent. Before I came here I thought I'd get 
take —— out in the first round, but now I've got a 
come chance of winning.” Adamou, who only 


_ the sport four years ago, will up a 
| cheque for $100,000. The loser will have to 
for just $50,000 ! 
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further practice 

Yow cover the left-hand page and match the definitions on the left with the phrasal 
verbs from the extracts on the right. One has been done for you as an example. 

| a 

Extract 1 


11 fo reach a situation that you did not expect to be in a come back 
A to continue to play Bi b bring sb down 


| 3 to return or recover Se end up 


T4 to make it impossible for somebody to do something play on 


Qa 


e break away 
| f send sb off 


"5 to escape from somebody who is keeping you somewhere 


| 6 to get sth 


| 7 to make somebody leave the field because they have g appeal for sth 


broken the rules 


8 to make somebody fall to the ground | h pick sth up 
9 to make an gem request for sth i rule sb out of sth 


Ea 2 anA 3 7 


H 


} 1 to make progress quickly a urge sb on 


b forge ahead | 


2 to stop taking part in an activity 


} 3 to defeat a person or a team so that they cannot ic give up 
| continue in the competition | 


4 to encourage somebody | d drop out 


5 to fail to stay with people at the front in a race |e pay off | 
| to start to do a new activity f hold sth off 


7 to accept something that is not quite what you wanted catch up 


| 8 to reach somebody ahead of you by going faster n fall back 
than them 


| 9 to stop trying to do something i go through 


come up against 
sb/sth 


| 10 to face somebody or something difficult 


knock sb out 
take sth up 
pick sth up 


1 settle for sth 
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510 Computers 


Have you noticed how many phrasal verbs are used in computing? Try this crossword 
to see how many you know. Use the dictionary to help you if you need to. 

Use a verb from the top box and a particle from the lower box to complete each 
sentence. The missing word(s) can be a verb, an adjective or a noun. The solid lines 
in the crossword show the divisions between words. 


switch hack type back scan boat shut 
print pull pop go log scroll add click 


mi ah 
ll De a a E 
PECES E 


age 
AR AE 
DEE: ina E 


down out on 

up in in down 

on down on into 
up down up in 


HANE 


mene 
BOTO 


Down Across 
1 —_______ the link below to visit 5 You can download various 
our website. s that allow your 
2 Select ‘options’ from the existing software to do even more 
aena IY, things. 
3 The printer didn’t work because I'd 8 A teenager managed to 
forgotten to it ___ the bank’s main 
A | stuck a ______ of the database. 
email on the wall. 12 | hope the computer doesn’t 
6 Close all programs before you in or l'll 
_______ your computer. never finish this work. 
7 You can _—_______ your photos 13 _____ the page until you 
and email them to friends. find the item you want. 
9 _______ vital documents on 14 your password and 
floppy disk to avoid losing them if press ‘enter’. 
your system crashes. 15 If you click on the right mouse 
10 The computer sometimes takes ages button a —___ menu will 
to ______ when | tum it on. appear. 


11 You'll need a password to . 


The language used to talk about computers is often quite informal. Look out 
for phrasal verbs used in a figurative or creative way, such as ‘crank up a search 
engine’ (= start it working) or ‘wander around the web’: and keep an eye out 
for invented combinations, such as ‘browsing off’ (= starting to browse). 
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1 Envir 


nmental Problems 


Phrasal verbs are not necessarily informal. The ones on this page, for example, could 
appear in a text book or a magazine article on the environment. 

Use your environmental knowledge and your phrasal verb dictionary to help you 
complete this exercise. Match the heads and tails of the sentences, then write the 
ompleted sentences in a logical order under the appropriate heading. The first one 
has been done for you. 


The algae uses ds tela 
Temperatures on earth go through the soil and end up in rivers and lakes. 
Algae feeds ~ Off when fossil fuels are burned. 


dioxide and other greenhouse UP __ the oxygen in the water, and fish die. 
gases are given 
| Nitrates from fertilizers soak UP heat that should escape into space. 
| oo Greenhouse gases soak 2" — the nitrates and multiplies uncontrollably. 


The Greenhouse Effect 
q arbon dioxide and other greenhouse gases are given off when fossil fuels are burned. 


2 
3 _ 


1 
2 
3 


Some species of animals and plants lose down 
be their habitat and die 


RO 


‘ Less carbon dioxide is soaked PIES desert. 

e Some areas furn UP _ by trees, which adds to global warming. 
2 Too many trees are burnt or cut  — 2u. 

Deforestation 

1 — 

A POA = aioe 
Ee 
4 


If you are studying for an exam and the environment is a topic you need to know, you 
may find it useful to record these phrasal verbs together in your vocabulary notebook. 
Add a definition and an example. Use the dictionary to help you record some 
information about the grammar of the verbs. 


photocopiable 
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$12 Phrasal Verbs in Newspapers 


Some phrasal verbs are used more commonly in newspapers, etc. than in other 
kinds of writing. Look at these headlines and make sure that you understand the 
phrasal verbs in them. 

[b] UNIONS TOE ON 


J President 
MANA aims ł 


„win bac 
after cup disaster j aaiae Priati SHI ss were eer BH 
a) Bosra pag I pemocrats CALL 
a PRESIDENT peg IN DISPUTED TERRITORIES | FOR TOUGHER 
R TALK: OR ENEFA 4 i f 5 i | 
Noel ianiai N. SENTENCING 
[s] GOVERNMENT CLIMBS | [i] ee 
ROBBINS BOWS OUT | DOWN OVER NEW ROAD | — MAR OF NERVES preven 
AFTER 10 YEARS | "m N STAGE Plae 
D [hideo EA [k] Stars whisked away o iiaa 


to "eer United bRomp Ahead 
: | ea i TATE A PINT TT 
INFLATION shoo} UP hi la 


SPAR pe LA GALET ete ese EEE pe! ee iis 


Try to guess what the stories might be about. If you are working in class, discuss 
your ideas with a partner. Then answer the questions below to match the headlines 
with the subject of the article that they go with. 


1 Which headline goes with an article about somebody travelling to an important 
meeting? 

Which reports that somebody was taken to a secret destination? 

Which two headlines talk about somebody resigning? 

Which headline refers to reports about the start of fighting? 

Which article is about somebody trying to win an election? 

Which is a report on rising prices? 

Which comes from a sports report about a team winning a game easily? 

Which headline is about people wanting new punishments? 

Which article reports that somebody has changed their mind about something? 
10 Which report is about events that are happening in a tense situation? 


Wan nu & Ww Wh 


Further practice 

On your own 

When you see English newspapers, look for phrasal verbs in the headlines. In your 
vocabulary notebook, keep a record of any you find. 

Class activity 


Look through some English newspapers and find headlines containing phrasal verbs. 
Cut out the headlines with the articles. In groups, cut the headlines from your 
articles and mix them all up. Put the headiines and the articles in an envelope. Pass 
your envelope to another group. Their task is to try to match the headlines with the 
articles. Do the same for the headlines and articles in the envelope you receive. 
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: fe Frank Hall designs and builds the ‘Hall safety cycle’ in his back yard. The design 
really catches and Hall soon has to take five workers to help him 
produce bicycles. 


with his cousin Jack, a motor 


1902 Hall, who now has o workforce of 50, teams 
| ‘Hall Motors’ and sell 


mechanic, and they build their first car. They sef 
p the bicycle side of the business. 

1906 Hall Motors is the country’s second biggest car manufacturer, turning 
r 20 cars a week. 

1945 Frank Hall dies and his son Bill fakes 


1954 The company sees a market for a light 4-wheel drive vehicle, and comes 
the extremely successful ‘Trail Ranger’. 


the company. 


1963 Holl Motors revolutionizes the design of the small car with the ‘Townie’. Sales fake 
immediately, bringing record profits. 


1969 The company buys its main rivals, Wallace Cars and Ryder-Prott. 


1974 Workers at the Leeds plant walk in protest at the latest pay offer, sparking 
several years of management-union unrest. 


1987 The company just manages to avoid being swallowed __ by American Motors, 
and announces healthy profits for the first time in many years. Thing seem to have 
turned 

1992 Hall Motors’ market share has been gradually worn by cheaper foreign 
imports. With sales falling _as quickly as debts mount , the company 
seems set to go , but is bailed by a last-minute government loan. 


1999 As sales continue to decline, Europe Motors fakes the company, announcing 
that its aim is to break even within two years. After investing heavily in new models, 
Europe Motors is cought as the value of the pound shoots , causing 
exports to plunge. The decision is taken to wind Hall Motors. 


2000 6000 workers are laid 


as the last remaining Hall Motors plant closes 


SOO SSHSEHHAHHHESHEETESEHSHHHKSCHROHSOOKESOHKRROROOHHESS ESSE SES SSE SS SSS SSE SESS SS SSS SSS ae a Ss 


Further practice 


1 Sort the phrasal verbs above into three groups according to whether you feel 
their meaning Is positive, negative or neutral. 


| close down 


2 Research and write 10 important dates in the history of a famous real company, 
using these and/or other phrasal verbs. 


+h 


catch on 
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S14-15 Phrasal Verbs in Informal Language | 


Using this Dictionary Funny — l'm sure last time | spoke to him he was going to jack it all in and 
see the world! My Nick's doing pretty well too — he’s swanning around 
1 having business lunches every other day while I’m stuck here. It’s not fair! 


Phrasal verbs are especially common in informal language, but it is important to 


know whether a phrasal verb is informal or not to help you use it more appropriately. Still | suppose it's my own fault for mucking around last year when | should 


a Look at the dictionary entry below and notice how information on the formality have been studying. 
of the phrasal verb is given: Are you coming to Brighton soon? Don't forget to look me up if you are. 
T] You could come and stay for a couple of days after my exams. It will be good to 
| catch up with you after so long. What do you think? Phone or email me, OK? 
Love Helen xx 


chuck sth a'way (BrE, informal) 1 to not make 
good use of sth; to waste sth: She’s chucking all 
her money away on presents for him. o It's too 
good an opportunity to chuck away 2 (also 
chuck sth ‘out) to throw sth away because you 
no longer want or need it: We chucked the old sofa 
away. © Don’t chuck yesterday’s paper out. I still 
haven't done the crossword. 
throw sth away 

@ v+nipron+ adv + v+adv+n 


Now write one of the phrasal verbs from the email next to the definitions below 
according to its meaning. One has been done for you. 


i work very hard (at sth) ee 
» study very hard, especially when you are preparing for an exam n UP 
go from one place to another feeling pleased with yourself Se et 
P SE . es d speak or talk quickly in an excited way 
a R A following phrasal verbs in your dictionary and complete the table E or contact sb when you are in the place where they live 
> | f find out about things that have happened to somebody 


a boot sb out f put sb down g stop doing sth, especially your job 

b provide forsth g tune out h succeed in sth very easily 

c turn up h attend to sb/ 1 relax in a lazy way and do very little 
d barge into sb sth 


do sth very badly 
behave in a silly way, especially when you should be working or 
doing sth else 


e throw sth aside 


Practice i Replace all the unnecessary information (in italics) with one phrasal verb from the 


m Read the following email from Helen to her friend Katy. Underline all the phrasal - box, remembering to change the verb into the correct form. The first one has 
verbs that you can find. One has been done for you, there are 10 others: _ been done for you. 


level with you 
a OK, tiHtet youthe -situation-n-en-henest-wey. lm afraid we're not able to accept 
_ your proposals at this time. 
b Greg was all ready to do the bungee jump, but at the last moment he decided not 
to do it because he was afraid. 
c We're going to visit the new bar in town fo see if its any good. Would you like to come? 
d Dinner? | haven't had time to go the shops, but | guess l'Il be able to provide 
something quickly and without planning. 


1 Helen To: : 
ol = ne - inp es, fa 
S60 ee eg oe SSS hA aen US Tn TEREA E Si OL E eee di 


| haven't heard from you for a while so | thought I’d take a break from 
work and write. l'm desperately trying to swot up for my exams at the 


e Our class was really behind the others, so we did the last three chapters very quickly. 
moment — you know | had to retake them, after messing up so badly in f 1 don't like watching horror movies — they make me feel really shocked and scared. 
| June. So | spend my days beavering away at my desk, and my evenings g He's usually pretty quick, but it took him ages to understand what | meant 
vegging out in front of the television. Very unhealthy and very boring! without being told directly. 
| Anyway, how are you? How is the course going? Are they making you [i h As soon as | asked her about her family, she just refused to speak because she 
~~ | work hard? l'm sure you'll breeze through it! | didn’t want to talk about it. 


simon came to see me the other day. He seemed very well - he was ; . 
jabbering away about his job for ages and telling me how wonderful it is. freak out cottonon chicken out “feverwith- check out rustle up 
_ whip through clam up 
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516-17 Using Phrasal Verbs in Writing 


The following verbs are often used in essays and reports and are slightly more 
‘formal’ than the majority of phrasal verbs. The verbs are listed below together with 
the context in which they typically appear in a piece of writing. 


1 refer to a particular subject 9 writedown the information 

2 report back to a person or 10 file away the documents 
committee about 11 gothrough alist or plan 
something 12 set out the reasons why 

3 enlarge upon a problem something should 

4 put forward a suggestion be done 

5 draw up a plan or proposal 13 edit out any unnecessary 

6 consist of several sections information 

7 point out an important piece 14 deal with a topic or idea 
of information 15 account for why something 

8 sum up the main points happened 
discussed 

Exercise 1 


Read the following extract from a report and replace the underlined words with the 
phrasal verbs listed below. 


| This report ‘concerns the delivery services we wish to expand for our clients. 
Our market research company has already given the information to the 
marketing department on their recent research. The main points of this 
information will be given in a series of short reports for the committee to 
examine in their own time. 

The marketing department has now 4made a plan of action for increasing our 
delivery service. The Managing Director has 5looked at this carefully and given it 
his approval. Essentially it © presents three suggestions for discussion and “explains 
the reasons why we should consider a slow rather than a rapid expansion. a 

This report summarizes those reasons and ĉis in three parts: (a) it 9 gives 
more details about the difficulties we have had with recruiting staff, (b) it 
10 explains why our delivery service had problems last month, (c) it 11 briefly 
discusses the problems caused by rising inflation. [on 


ee ee ee ee 


consists of gone through summed up deals with 
puts forward drawn up refers to sets out 


enlarges upon reported back accounts for 


Exercise 2 

Now write your own report using as many of the phrasal verbs above as possible. 
Imagine you have been studying English at a college in Britain and the Principal has 
asked you to write a short report explaining what you enjoyed about the course, 
discussing any problems you had and suggesting some improvements for next year. 


© Oxford University Press CRETESE 


Below is a short list of what you may have liked and another list of some problems. 
Remember to explain in the introduction what your report is about and to finish with 
your suggestions. There is a sample answer in the key (at the back of the dictionary). 


i Good points Problems | 
-m enjoyed lessons m expensive cafeteria 
m not enough books in library 


i m helpful teachers a 
e boring trips and visits 


m meeting other students 
Exercise 3 
In the sentences below, choose the best verb to fill the gap. 


1 This document — the brochures you were sent earlier this week. 
a consists of b refersto c accounts for 


2 It is important to that our prices have been reduced. 
a setout b sumup c point out 


3 The director would like you to __ the list carefully and check the figures. 
a gothrough b drawup c deal with 


4 The secretary reported that the papers had been in the wrong order. 


a filedaway b accounted for c put forward 


5 It is useful to all the important points in a presentation. 
a drawup b writedown c edit out 


6 It is essential to the main points discussed in your report. 
a putforward b fileaway c sum up 


7 This afternoon the MD will _ on our success in the new markets. 
a sumup b writedown œc report back 


8 The presentation will the issue of customer complaints. 
a dealwith b accountfor c point out 


Formal verbs 

You will find many other verbs marked formal in this dictionary. Many of them have 
the pattern v + n/pron + prep and are often used in the passive. To ascribe sth to 
sb, to preface sth by/with sth, to refer sb/sth to sb/sth are examples of these. 

Other formal verbs are reflexive and have the pattern v + pron + prep. Examples 
are to address yourself to sth, to avail yourself of sth and to dissociate yourself 
from sth. 

You may not always recognize them as ‘phrasal verbs, but they must always be used 
in these patterns. They are often used in business or In spoken or written news 
reports. If you are studying at university or college, you may meet them in academic 
textbooks or journals. If you meet verbs like this, keep a note of them, with their 
patterns and an example, in your vocabulary book. 
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Forming the passive 
Notice the word order of the passive phrasal verbs: 


Active You'll need to write down the details. = Verb + particle + Object 
or Did you write the details down? = Verb + Object + Particle 
Passive The details will need to be written down. Auxiliary verb ‘to be’ + 
The details weren't written down correctly. = Verb (Past Participle) + 
Have they been written down? Particle. 


Transitive and intransitive verbs 


Verbs can be used either without an object, (intransitive), for example sleep: 
I slept the-meht. | slept for 8 hours. 

or with an object, (transitive), for example read in the sentence: 

She's reading the newspaper. 


Combinations of verbs and particles can be used in the same way: 
sit down (intransitive): / sat down. 

put sth on (transitive): { put on my coat. | put my coat on. 

rely on sb/sth (transitive): You can rely on me. 


Exercise 1 
Which of the following verbs + particles have an object and which do not? 
1 He likes to stand out in the crowd. last minute. 


2 i'm looking for a new job. 5 | didn't get the job — they turned 
3 Turn off the TV if you don’t want to down my application. 

watch it. 6 Do you think the sun will come out 
4 Our holiday plans fell through at the this afternoon? 


We can divide the transitive verbs + particles into two further groups: 
m those where the verb can be separated from its particle (separable) 
m those where the verb and particle must occur next to each other (inseparable) 


In this dictionary, this information is shown in the grammar patterns following the verbs, 


Sort sth out is separable: 


/ il sort out the accommodation. v (ll sort the accommodation out. 
v+adv+n v+n/pron+adv 


But jump at sth is inseparable: 


y I'd jump at the chance to study abroad. X ld jump the chance at to study 
v-+prep abroad. 


Separable Inseparable 


Exercise 2 

Now divide the verbs that have objects in 

the sentences above according to their grammar. 
Refer to the dictionary entries if you need help. 
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Exercise 3 

The following sentences contain the same verbs, this time in the passive. Look at the 
fable and then answer the question below. 


| X Passive not possible | 


Jobs have to be looked for very carefully. 


/ Passive possible 


The television must be turned off 
after use. 
My application’s been turned down. 


Which type of verbs can generally be used in the passive? ; 
Complete this general ‘rule’ using the words ‘separable’ or ‘inseparable’: 
A . phrasal verbs can generally be used in the passive, whereas 
phrasal verbs cannot. 


However, there are many exceptions! 
The verbs in the following sentences are all separable. 


| / Passive possible X Passive not possible l 


Can the whole chapter be left out? My meaning just can't be got across no 
matter how | try. 

We were sat down by the manager 

in his office. 


The top floor is being made into a 
separate flat. 


‘Notes in the dictionary tell you when you cannot use the passive with this type of verb. 
‘The following sentences all contain inseparable verbs. 


a -d Passive possible X Passive not possible | 


| That remark wasn’t called for! 


The noise will just have to be put up 
with, I'm afraid. 


He hates being fussed over. 
Can this section be improved on? 


Notes in the dictionary tell you when you can use a passive with verbs of this type. 


Exericse 4 
Some phrasal verbs are often used in the passive. charge sb with hear of sb 
(Again, notes in the dictionary give you this rip sb off mixsb up 


information.) Choose one verb from the box and put = Lick ch gut burn sth down 
it into the correct form to complete each sentence: 


1 She's been shoplifting. 
2 if you carry on like this you'll be ___ of college. 
3 The building was in the riots. 


4 No one knows where Jerry is. He hasn't been since the summer. 
5 The twins look so alike that they are often . 


6 £10 for this? You've been Sol 
When you look up a verb in the dictionary, look to see if there is a note about the passive. 
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ie : 
sh > 


' S20-—21 New Phrasal Verbs 


Where do new phrasal verbs come from? 

New phrasal verbs turn up in the language all the time, but where do they come 
from? One answer is of course that new inventions and activities appear and new 
names and verbs are invented to describe them. But in fact, they are not usually 
completely new verbs, but either new combinations of existing verbs and particles, 
or old phrases which have found new uses. 


1 From literal meaning to figurative meaning. 

Plough back originally meant to return a crop that you have grown to the soil. This 
was done to produce more. It is easy to see how this can change to being used 
about reinvesting profits in a business. Sometimes the connection is less obvious. An 
American student may blow off his or her classes (that is, not go to them) — perhaps 
because they seem as unimportant as a fly that you would blow off your face. 


2 New opposites. 


In the past we tended to dress up more for formal occasions, putting on special 
clothes and perhaps jewellery. Today, modern companies often try to foster a more 
creative and relaxed atmosphere by allowing staff to dress down once a week, that 
Is, to wear more casual clothes. 


3 New verbs from nouns or adjectives. 

There are enormous possibilities for creating phrasal verbs because they don’t have 
to be made from existing verbs. Nouns, too, can turn into verbs and be used with 
particles to make new phrasal verbs. These often come into the language first 
through American English where there seems to be more freedom for words to 
change grammatical class, or through informal spoken language. So from the noun 
luck, instead of ‘getting lucky’, we can luck out and cowards (‘wimps’, people who 
have no courage or ‘bottle’) might wimp out or bottle out. 


4 Adding particles for emphasis. 

Sometimes a simple verb can turn into a phrasal verb without any real change of 
meaning. We now often hear something like ‘Professor Jones will head up an 
international team.’ where before we would have said that he will head the team, 
and it is difficult to see any reason for this change, except that the particle ‘up’ 
seems to strengthen the meaning of the verb. 


Task A 
Find phrasal verbs with free, hype, tense, test and drown that are similar to this. 


New phrasal verbs in modern life. 


Business and communication Personal life | 


fax out a document 
fire off an email 
bump sb off the Internet 


veg out with a pizza 
and a video 
pig out on junk food 


work out in the gym 
chill out and watch TV 
lighten up 


You will find other new verbs on other study pages. 
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a small child in a park 


ling creative 
Ni addition to forming new verbs in the ways we have looked at, it is also possible to 
Orm many other combinations of verbs and particles. Think, for example, of all the 
jays that movement can be described. Almost any verb of motion can team up with 
most any particle. Because we can go back or come back, we can also hurry back, 
imble back or tear back. We can say ‘I walked around the town’, so it’s also 
jossible to say ‘I sauntered around’, or wandered around, or strolled around. If 
jou are having a lazy day, perhaps you sit around at home. You might also lie 
jround or lounge around. If we want to describe how somebody came in, did they 
meak in, burst in, creep in or storm in? You can see how using combinations of 

ve rbs and particles in this way can make your speech and writing more interesting. 


Task B 

Combine a verb from the box on the left with a particle from a box on the right and 
make a verb that might describe one of these things that you might see when you 
are out. If you are working in class, see if your partner can guess which person or 
thing your verb is describing. Then write a sentence for each one. 


@ Sports car a butterfly 
a boy with his leg in plaster a bee 
a train tourists visiting a palace 


a group of boys going to school 
a teacher going home at the end 
of a long day 


flutter 
steam 
muck 


run 
hobble 


buzz 
flash 
dash 
hurry 
wander 


Conclusion 

We live in a fast-changing world and new expressions to describe it can be coined 
faster even than dictionaries can record them! However, we don't need to freak out 
when we meet a new phrasal verb, because we are usually already familiar with one 
or both of the parts when we hear a new addition to English. (The Guide to the 
Particles at the back of the dictionary will give you more information on the way 
particles are used.) No need, then, to panic — just lighten up and chill out! 
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í 522-25 The Most Common Phrasal Verbs ` 


Combinations of verbs and particles are extremely common in English, especially in 
the spoken language. Many of these verbs appear to have a single-word equivalent 
(a synonym). However, often the single-word equivalent is not used in the same 
context or has a slightly different meaning. For example, it is often said that find out 
means the same as discover, but in fact find out is generally used for facts and 
information, whereas discover can be used for something you are the first person to 
learn about, such as a place or scientific technique. It is therefore essential to learn 
the most frequently used phrasal verbs if you want to understand and speak English 
well. Here are some exercises to help you understand and learn the most common. 


Particles 

The following verbs are organized by their particle. You will find more about the 
meanings of the particles in the Guide to the Particles at the back of the dictionary. 
Group A 

Up 

Match the item on the left with the item on the right. 

(i) increasing or improving: 


1 Many people a grow up so fast and soon leave home. 

2 Students b bring up their children to be well-mannered. 
3 Peter, c cheer up when their university exams are over. 
4 Children d hurry up or we will miss the train. 

(ii) completing or finishing: 

1 Add up a the phone — you've been talking for ages. 

2 Hang up b early if you want to get to work on time. 

3 Give up c your expenses and give them to my secretary. 
4 Wake up d chocolate if you want to get fit. 

Down 


Put the correct verb into the gaps below. 
(i) failing: turn break let 


down When your car , It no longer works. 
2 —____ somebody if somebody , they don’t do something 
down that you were relying on them to do and you may 


feel disappointed. 


5 a OWN if you an invitation, you don’t accept it. 


(ii) movement: bend keep lie put sit 

1 Every day, at 8pm, we all down to have dinner together. 

2 If you don’t want him to see you, you'd better________ your head down, 

3 That bag looks heavy! You can it down over there. 

4 The coach made us. down and touch our toes. It was quite difficult. 
5 l'm so tired — I'm going to 
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down on the bed. Wake me up if | fall asleep. 


G P Ip B 
Match the item on the left with the item on the right. 


continuing 
41 The professor a went on for months until we resolved it. 
The customer b keeps on talking to me and interrupting my work. 
My boss c carried on talking even though the seminar had finished. 
The problem d held on for several minutes then put the phone down. 
Departing: 
4 Get off a early so you miss the traffic on the motorway. 
2 Go off b the bus at the next stop if you want the city centre. 
3 Run off c on holiday by yourself if you really want to relax. 
4 Set off d and play in the garden — you need some fresh air. 
Group C 
Put the correct verb into the gaps below. 
In i ; i ; 
Entering or arriving: breakin checkin comein letin 
| a a When you _____ somewhere you enter a place, often 
somewhere familiar such as your home or when a friend 
invites you to their house. 
O IN When you , you register at a hotel or an airport desk. 
iz When you ______ you open the door and allow them 
somebody in to come in. 
In if someone ___, they enter a building illegally. 
NB Break into and check into mean the same as break in and 
check in but they must be followed by an object. 
Out | | 
Leaving: break come fall get 
1 Some medical treatments can make your hair _____ out. 
2 Asiwas——— — out of the car, | fell over. 
3 Several prisoners have _____ out of jail. 
4 As we —__ out of the hotel we saw the beach right in front of us. 


Group D - verbs with an adverb and a preposition 
Use the verbs to fill the gaps in the sentences below. 


look forward to getonwith hangonto runoutof put up with 


1 You should ————————— your baggage at the airport in case it gets stolen. 

2 I've been really meeting your family. 

3 Ohno, we've | milk again — will you go to the shop and get some? 
4 | don’t know how you his temper — you must be very patient. 

5 |______——__ my father very well — we always have a laugh together. 
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Meaning Groups 
The following verbs are organized into meaning groups because certain verbs are 
typically used in particular situations. 


Group 1 

Daily Routine 

Put the following phrasal verbs in the gaps in the text below. Remember to use the 
right tense. 


wake up getoff look after phone up _ set off have sth on 
catchup getto comefrom meetup get back 


ja. a small town outside London and when | was younger, most 
days]®>__saatt about 7a.m., showered and had breakfast. Then, when 
[¢_ my coat __ I used to 9 for school. I got 


the bus and I would € at the stop just before the school. I usually 
f Ss ith my friends but often I was late so I would have to run to 
9. with them. Weh_—_—— — ——— school before 9a.m. After a long 
day in school I used to ! home at about 4, and if my mother was at 
work I had to! my little sister. Most evenings I would *______ my 
best friend and we would chat for ages. I was very happy then. 


Group 2 

Business 

The following is a speech by a Marketing Director to some managers. 
Put the sentences from the speech into the correct order. 


Good morning. 

a Then, when our Finance Director did the figures, he decided that it added up 
to too great an investment for us at this stage. 

b We were hoping that our meeting would lead to a partnership so that we too 
had access to these markets. 

c First of all, I'm sorry this meeting had to be put off until today but | was away 
in Germany last week. 

d | began my visit discussing this and dealing with the negotiations for a 
possible contract. 

e However, my visit was not a success — two important meetings were called 
off so | had no opportunity to speak to the Chief Executive. 

f | also gave out some leaflets to senior managers, which described our products. 

g | would, however, like to point out to you all that we will be visiting other 
companies in Europe next year and hope this will be more successful. 

h Now, as you know, the company | visited deals in stationery supplies and 
sells their products all over Europe. 
Thank you. 
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Opposites 
The following verbs are organized into pairs with their opposites. Match the phrase 
on the right with the phrase on the left. 


1 If we set off early a and put a T-shirt on. 

You must stand up when the b — get up and do something. 
c 
d 


N 


teacher arrives we'll get back before dark. 


3 Put the box down in the corner -l'Il get someone to pick it up and move 

4 You've been lying down all day it later. 

5 | decided to carry on with tennis e — you can sit down when she has said hello. 

6 if you're too hot, take your f and give up volleyball. It was too much to 
jumper off do both. 

Multi-Meaning Verbs 


The following verbs have more than one meaning. Complete the pairs of sentences 
with one of the verbs listed below. 


 catchup giveup meetup pickup takeoff comeout fallout 


you will have to run. 
with the other students. 


1 If you want to 
You will have to work hard to 


2 That shampoo made my hair ——— ~~~ in handfuls. 
| hate to have arguments and with my friends. 


her clothes by herself. 
we will be able to see the fields 
below. 


3 My little daughter always 
When the plane 


smoking in the New Year. 
their fight easily. 


4 i'm going to 

| don't think the rebels will 
(her) in my car. 
(it) with one hand. 


5 {If she waits by the station, I'll 
The cat was so light , | could 


even when | washed it. 


at night but we can't always see 
them. 


6 The mark on my skirt wouldn't 
We know that the stars 


for dinner after work? 
with you here — | haven’t seen 
you for ages. 


7 Do you want to 
I'm so surprised to 


Further practice 

You will find more meaning groups on the Are you a Natural Born Student, Sport, 
Computers, Environmental Problems, Phrasal Verbs in Newspapers, and Phrasal 
Verbs in Business study pages. 
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Exercise 1 


These are all verbs that you have studied in the last four pages. Choose the best 
phrasal verb to fill the gaps in the sentences below. 


1 | would love to be able to my children in the country. 
a growup b bringup c getup d wake up 


2 | warned them to , otherwise they would hit their heads. 
a putdown b letdown c benddown d lie down 


3 The two boys 
security. 
a camein b brokein e putin d checked in 


to the building easily because there was no 


4 She was relieved to of the party - it was so hot in there. 
a runout b comeout c getout d break out 


5 He will — leaving the door open - it drives me mad! 
a holdon b goon c keepon d carry on 
6 We were so late, the plane nearly without us! 
a wentoff b setoff c took off d got off 
7 He her difficult behaviour even though it made him angry. 


a goton with b putup with c looked forward to d hung on to 


8 I'm going to ask you to the problem because you know the 


background to it. 
a deal with b pointout c dealin d lead to 


9 Give me your blouse and I'll see if the stain will 
a fall out b come out c getout d go out 


Which meaning? 

Exercise 2 

List the following verbs under the meaning of their particle. 

(i) grow up addup hangup bring up giveup cheer up shut up 
wake up hurry up 
increasing or improving completing or finishing 


Ocoee eee eee ee ee 


Ce ee ee ee ee ee 


(ii) sit down letdown lie down putdown turndown keep down 
break down bend down 
failing movement 


Oe ee 


eee eee eee ee ee ee 
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Oe eee eee eee eee eee ee ee 


Marvel mavi; AmE 'ma:rv)/ (-H-, AmE -1-) 


‘marvel! at sth to be very surprised or impressed 
by sb/sth: Everyone marveiled at his courage. © 
Massimo marvelled at how quickly he had got 
used to life in Britain. 
35m) wonder at sth 
@ v + prep 


masquer ade ij maeska'reid; BrE also 
wma:sk-/ 


masque'rade as sb/sth to pretend to be sth 
that you are not: commercial advertisers mas- 
querading as private individuals o The local 
paper is fuilof gossip masquerading as news. 
@ v+prep 


match mæt 


‘match sb/sth against/with sb/sth to make 
sb/sth compete with another person or thing: 
Jobson will be matched against a far more experi- 
enced player o Match your skill against the 
experts in our weekly quiz. 

Match sb/sth against sb/sth is often used 
in the passive. 
@ v+n/pron+ prep 

‘match sth against sth to compare sth to sth 
else to see how the two things are similar or dif- 
ferent: We are able to match the details he gave us 
against the information held on the computer. 

@ v + n/pron + prep 

watch ‘up 1 (with sth) to be the same or similar: 
Do their names match up with any in our data- 
base? o The two statements don't match up. 
tally (with sth) 2 (to sb/sth) (especially BrE) (usu- 
ally used in negative sentences) to be as good as or 
equal to sb/sth: The movie didn't match up to my 
expectations. o He knows what he wants and I 
just don’t match up. measure up (to sb/sth) 
@ vtadv 

jmatch sb/sth ‘up (with sb/sth) to find things or 
people that are suitable for each other or fit well 
with each other: The agency matched me up with 
a suitable job. ò They were unabie to match up his 
tissue type with any of the possible donors. 
Match sb/sth (with sb/sth) can be used 
with the same meaning. 

@® v+nipron+ adv + v+adv+n 
tch sb/sth with sb/sth = MATCH ss/stH 
AGAINST/WITH SB/STH 


maxX /mzks/ 


max ‘out; max sth ‘out (Am£, slang) to reach 
the limit at which nothing more is possible: The 
car maxed out at 180 mph. © I just maxed out my 
credit card. 
@ vtadv + vtadv+n + v+n/pron+ ady 


183 meet with 


measure |'mesza(r)/ 


‘measure sb/sth/yourself against sb/sth to 
compare sb/sth/yourself with somebody or 
something else: The quality of the water is meas- 
ured against EU standards. o We have nothing to 
measure our performance against. o She always 
measured herself against her sisters. o I had no 
one to measure myself against. 

@ v+n/pron + prep 

measure sth ‘off to mark out a particular 
length on sth such as a piece of cloth: She meas- 
ured off two metres of cloth. 

@ vt+advtn è v+pron+adv + v +n + adv (less 
frequent) 

measure sth ‘out to measure the quantity of 
sth that you need from a larger amount: He meas- 
ured out the ingredients for the cake. 

@ vtadv+n « v+pront+adv « v+n+adv (less 
frequent) 

measure ‘up (to sb/sth) (informal) to be of a 
good enough standard: The new assistant didn't 
measure up (= he was not good enough to do the 
job), so we had to replace him. o The procedures 
don't measure up to today’s standards. 

YA match up (to sb/sth) 

Measure up is often used in negative sen- 
tences and questions. 

© vtadv 

measure ‘up (for sth), measure sb/sth ‘up 
(for sth) (especially BrE) to find the exact size of 
sth or of sth that you need by measuring: We need 
to measure up and decide where the furniture can 
g0. © They've come to measure up (the room) for 
the new carpet. > He was being measured up for a 
Suit. 

@ vtadv « v+nipron+ adv + v+adv+n 


meet /mi:t/ (met, met /met/) 


meet ‘up 4 (with sb) to meet sb by arrangement: 
We’re meeting up with Gary after work, if you 
want to come. © Where shail we meet up? 2 (with 
sb) to meet sb by chance: It was lucky we met up 
with them. oI expect we'll meet up again some 
time. 3 (with sth) (of two or more roads, rivers, 
etc.) to join up: The two paths meet up just below 
the summit. o This road eventuaily meets up with 
the A40. join up 
@ v+adv 

‘meet with sb to have a meeting with sb: The 
Prime Minister met with other European leaders 
this morning. 
© v+prep 

‘meet with sth (formal 1 to experience sth 
unpleasant: The chief witness met with an acci- 
deni on his way to the court. o Our attempts to 
save her met with failure. CE an accident, fate 
2 to be received or treated by sb in a particular 
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miss 


way: The proposal met with considerable oppos- => see also BLEND IN; BLEND INTO STH iess ‘up; mess sth ‘up(informal)tospoilsth; MIH /mu/ 


ition. o My explanation met with a blank stare. 
opposition, approval, hostility, resistance 
Meet with sth is mainly used in written 
English. 

© v+ prep 

‘meet sth with sth to react to sth ina particular 


®© v+adv « v+prep 

1 merge into the ‘background (of a person) to 
behave quietly when you are with a group of 
people so that they do not notice you 


mes Ss /mes/ 


to do sth very badly: J was so nervous I totally 
messed up at the interview. o She messed up ail 
our arrangements by arriving late. o You've 
realiy messed things up for me. 

foul up, foul sth up; screw up, screw sth 
up 

@ vtadv + vtadv+n « v+n/pron+ adv 


mill a'round; mill a'round sb/sth (BrE also 
mill a‘bout, mill a'`bout sb/sth) if a large group 
of people mill around, or mill around a place, 
they move around without going anywhere in 
particular, often while waiting for sth to happen: 
Photographers milled around outside the hotel, 


way, especially a bad or negative way: The pro- mess a'bout (BrE) = MESS AROUND 


posal was met with anger and dismay. if í oa, acs i 
Meet sth with ath is usually used in the "OSS @ bout with sh (BrE) = mess AROUND 


waiting for the prince to appear. o People milled 
about the room, shaking hands and chatting. 
© v+adv « v+prep 


jmess sb ‘up (informa!) 1 to spoil sb's life; to 
make sb suffer emotionally or mentally: His par- 


passive. meee te I rca ents really messed him up. o He came back into 
@® v+nipron + prep mess a'bout with sth (BrE) = MESS AROUND her lifeand messed her upagain. 2(AmE, spoken) mind /mamd/ 
WITH STH : 


to physically hurt sb, especially by hitting them 


S screw sb up mind ‘out (BrE) 1 used to warn sb to be careful: 


mellow melay; AmE -louf ‚mess sb a'bouta'round (BrE, informal) to 


mellow ‘out (informal, especially AmE) to relax 
and do very little: We could just put on some music 
and mellow out. 

BYA) chill out 

Q vtadv 

mellow sb ‘out (informal, especially AmE) to 
make sb more relaxed: A week on the beach 
should mellow him out. 

@ v+nipron+ adv + v+advtn 


melt melt; 


melt a'way; melt sth a'way to disappear 
gradually; to make sth disappear gradually: His 
anger melied away, o The crowd dispersed, melt- 
ing away into the side streets. © His smile melted 
away all the tension. 

@ v+adv « v+advtn « v+n/pron+adv 


melt sth ‘down to heat sth until it is in a liquid 
state, usually so that it can be made into sth else: 
Aluminium cans can be melted down and 
recycled. 

gold, silver, etc. 

®© v+n/pron+adv + v+adv+n 

» ‘meltdown 7 [U] [C] a serious accident in 
which the central part of a structure that pro- 
duces nuclear energy melts, causing harmful 
rays to escape: A meltdown at the reactor had 
only just been avoided. o (figurative) The melt- 
down on Wall Street caused chaos in markets 
worldwide. 

‘melt into sth to gradually become part of sth 
and difficult to see: J tried hard to meit into the 
background. 
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merge (m3:d3; Amz ms:rd3/ 


merge ‘In (with sth), merge ‘into sth if some- 
thing merges in (with sth) or merges into sth, it 
is sọ Similar to the second thing that you cannot 
really see the differences between them or where 
one ends and the other begins: The new college 
building does not merge in with the old buildings 
around it. o Autumn is merging into winter © 
Saturday and Sunday seemed to merge into each 
other. 


mess sb 


treat sb badly, making them waste time, chan- 
ging your mind a lot, etc: They messed us around 
so much, I wrote to complain. o I don't like being 
messed about. 

muck sb about/around (BrE) 

®© v+n/pron+adv 


mess a'round (BrE also mess a'bout) (infor- 


mab 1 (with sb/sth) to spend time and enjoy your- 
self doing sth with no particular purpose: We just 
messed around at home all day. o Children love to 
mess about in water 2 (with sb/sth) to behave ina 
silly way, especially when you should be working 
er doing sth else: He got told off for messing 
around in class. o She messed about all year and 
failed her exams. © Stop messing around with Jo 
and get on with the work. o They fixed that 
quickly! ‘Yeah, they don't mess around.’ (= they 
do things quickly) 3 to joke, to say silly things: 
I’m not messing about, it’s true! kid around 
(informal) 

muck about/around (BrE) 

-> see also MESS AROUND WITH STH 

@ vt adv 

a'round (BrE) = MESS SB 
ABOUT/AROUND 


mess a'round with sb (BrE also mess a'bout 


with sb) (injormad to have a sexual relationship 
with sb 
@ v+adv+prep 


mess a‘round with sth (BrE also mess a'bout 


with sth) (informa) 1 to keep touching or möv- 
ing sth in an annoying way: Stop messing around 
with the video! o Don’t mess around with your 
food like that! 2 to get involved in sth that you do 
not know much about or understand: Who knows 
what might happen if we mess around with 
nature? 3 to get involved with sth dangerous: He 
started messing around with drugs when he was 
just a kid. 

muck about/around with sth (BrE) 

Mess about/around with sth can be used 
in the passive in meanings 1 and 2: This package 
has been messed around with, 

-> see alSO MESS AROUND 

@ v + adv + prep 


@ v+tnipront+ adv + v+adv+n 

» messed ‘up adj (informal) confused and 
upset, especially because of sth bad that has hap- 
pened to you in the past: He's just a messed-up 
kid. 


jmess sth ‘up to make sth untidy or dirty: She 


comes in, messes the place up and then goes out 
again. © The wind is going to mess up my hair. 
BYD muck sth up (informal) 

@ v+nipron+adv + v+adv+n 


lmess with sb (informal) (usually used in nega- 


tive sentences) 1 to do or say sth that might annoy 
a particular person, as they may react in a vio- 
lent or dangerous way: J wouldn't mess with 
Frank if I were you. 2 to have or try to have a sex- 
ual relationship with sb 

+ see also MESS AROUND WITH SB 

@ v+prep 


imess with sth (informal, especially AmE) 1 to 


use or treat sth carelessly, causing damage: 
Who’s been messing with the answering machine? 
© Read the iabel carefully before you start messing 
with dangerous products. 2 to get involved with 
sth dangerous: How long has he been messing 
with drugs? G83) drugs 

-> see also MESS AROUND WITH STH 

® v+ prep 


i tete /mi:t/ 


te sth ‘out (to sb) (formal) to give sb a pun- 
ishment, ete: Schools should not mete out phys- 
ical punishment to children. © Severe penalties 
Were meted out to the offenders. 
punishment, treatment, justice 
Mete sth out is usually used in the passive. 
¥tadv+n « v+pront+adyv + v+n+adv (rare) 


militate (mutter; 
militate a‘gainst sth format) to prevent sth; to 


make it difficult for sth to happen: Lack of funds 
militated against the success of the campaign. 
@ v+prep 


Mind out! You nearly knocked me off my bike! © 
I've got you fish and chips. Mind out for the bones! 
watch out 2 (informal) used to tell sb to 
move so that you or sbelse can pass: Mind out Joe 
— you're in the way! 

@ v + adv 


minister /mmusta(r)/ 


‘minister to sb/sth (old-fashioned, formal) to 
care for sb; to make sure that sb/sth has every- 
thing necessary: She felt it was her vocation to 
minister to the sick. o Servants ministered to his 
needs. 
needs, the sick 
Minister to sb/sth can be used in the pas- 
sive: He would not be ministered to by strangers. 


@ v+ prep 


minor /mamo(r)/ 


‘minor in sth (AmE) to study another subject as 
well as your main subject at a university or col- 
lege: He minored in Art History. 
© v+prep 


miss /mis/ 


miss ‘out (on sth) to lose an opportunity to bene- 
fit from sth or enjoy yourself, by not doing sth or 
taking part in an activity: J felt J missed out 
because I didn’t go to college. o She missed out on 
the school trip. o He just missed out on a gold 
medal in the last Olympics (= he was just beaten). 
© There are lots of things happening during Car- 
nival, so don’t miss out on the fun! 
@ vt+adv 

miss sb/sth ‘out (BrE) to not include sb/sth 
either deliberately or by accident: Have I missed 
anybody out? o You've missed out the most 
important piece of information! (= you haven't 
mentioned it) o She missed out a few chapters in 
the middie. 
@ v+n/pron + adv + v+adv+n 


mist 186 


mist jmist/ 


mist ‘over 1 if glass mists over, it becomes 
covered with very small drops of water so that 
you cannot see through it: As soon as I stepped 
inside, my glasses misted over 2 if your eyes mist 
over, they fill with tears: His eyes misted over. 
Mist is often used with these meanings. 
@ vtady 

mist ‘up; mist sth ‘up to cover sth suchas glass 
with small drops of water so that you cannot see 
through it: The inside of the car was beginning to 
mistup. o The windows were misted up. 
fog up; steam up, steam sth up 
Mist and mist sth are also used with this 
meaning. 
@ v+adv + v+nipron+ adv + v+ady+n 


mistake jmrsterk/ (mistook /mr'stuk/mis- 
taken /mrsterkan/) 


mi'stake sb/sth for sb/sth to think wrongly 
that sb/sth is sb/sth else: I mistook him for his 
brother. o The toy could easily be mistaken for a 
real gun. 
® v+nipron + prep 


mix fmiks/ 


imix sth ‘in (with sth), mix sth ‘into sth to 
combine one substance with others, especially 
in cookine: Mix the eggs in slowly. o Mix a little 
cream into the sauce. 

337) blend sth in; stir sth in. stir sth Into sth 
© v+n/pron+ adv + vt advtn » v+n/pron+ prep 

imix sb ‘up; be/get mixed ‘up to make sb 
unable to think clearly or understand what is 
happening: Now you've mixed me up completely! 
I’m really confused. o He got mixed up and 
caught the wrong train. 
muddle sb up (informal, especially BrE), 
confuse sb (more formal) 

Mix sb up is often used in the passive with 
be or get: [think you're getting mixed up. 

@® v+niépron+ adv + v+adv+n + be/get+v+ adv 

> mixed-up adj (informal confused because of 
social or emotional problems: She's a very mixed- 
up kid. 

> see also MIXED-UP at MIX STH UP (WITH STH) 

imix sb/sth ‘up (with sb/sth) to think wrongly 
that sb/sth is sb/sth else: to be unable to distin- 
guish between two or more people or things: 
You're mixing me up with my brother o The Rhos 
pital was accused of mixing up the babies’ name 
tags. 
muddle sb/sth up (with sb/sth) (especially 
BrE) 
© v+n/pron+adv « v+adven 
I) get A and B mixed up: get A mixed up with 
B to think wrongly that sb/sth is sb/sth else; to be 
unable to distinguish between two or more 


ahaa 


people or things: My bag got mixed up with some- 
body else's ai the airport. è People who are colour- 
blind usually get red and green mixed tp. 

mix sth ‘up (with sth) to change the order or 
arrangement of things in a confused or untidy 
way: I'd sorted those papers out and now you've 
mixed them all up again. o My letters have all 
been. mixed up with yours. 
muddle sth up (with sth) (especialiy BrE) 
Cea Mix sth up is often used in the passive 
with be or gef: The clean clothes got all mixed up 
with the dirty ones. 

@ vtnipron+ adv + v+adv+n 

> ‘mix-up 7? a mistake that causes confusion; a 
situation that is full of confusion: There was a 
mix-up over the tickets. 

» mixed-up adi untidy; in a state of confusion: 
She presented me with a mixed-up stack of files 
and asked me to put them in order o My papers 
were all mixed-up. 

> see diso MIXED-UP at MIX SB UP, BE/GET MIXED 
uP 


be/get mixed 'up in sth to be/become involved 
in sth dangerous or illegal: He would never have 
goat mixed up in anything criminal. o How did 
you get mixed up in ail this? 
© be/get+v+adv+ prep 

be/get mixed ‘up with sb to be/become 
friendly with or involved with sb dangerous or 
dishonest: PH never understand how she got 
mixed up with Phil. o He was mixed up with the 
wrong crowd for a while. 
© be/get +v + adv + prep 

‘mix it with sb (BrE, informah 1 to compete with 
sb: to argue or fight with sb: HeH be mixing it 
with the world's best players. o He can mix it with 
the best of them. 2 to meet and spend time with 
people in a friendly way: She loves mixing it with 
the rick and famous. 
@ v+it+prep 


mock mok; 


mock sth ‘up to produce a copy of sth that is 
going to be made, so that it can be tested or 
people can see what it will be like: We mocked up 
the front page to see how it would look. 
@ vtadvin « v+nipron+ adv 
> ‘mock-up 7a copy of sth that is produced to 
show people what it will be like, or to test it: a 
mock-up of the next day's front page 


model ‘mwil: AmE ‘madd (l, AmE -d-) 


‘model sbsthyourself on sb/sth (also 
‘model sb/sth/yourself upon sb/sth more for- 
mab (AmE alse ‘model sb/sth after sb/sth) to 
make or create sth that looks or behaves like sth 
else; to take sb, especially sb you like, as an 
example and copy them: The house was modelled 


on a French chateau. o He modelled the main 
character on his friend. o He still models himself 
on Elvis. 

Gils Model sb/sth on/after sb/sth is often used 
in the passive: The ship was modelled after a 
Greek pirate ship. 

4 v + n/pron + prep 


monkey mapki’ 


monkey a'bouta'round (with sth) (BrE, infor- 
mal) to behave in a silly way; to touch or change 
sth in a careless way: They were monkeying 
around in class. o He's monkeyed about with the 
original words of the song. 
mess around; mess around with sth 
® v+adv 


mooch jmut!; 


mooch a'bout/a'round: mooch a'bout/ 
a'round sth (informal, especially Br) to spend 
time doing nothing in particular: We went into 
town and mooched about for a while. o They 
spent an hour mooching around the shops. 
@ v+adv + v+prep 


MOO ‘mun; 


moon a'bout/a’round: moon a'bout/a'round 
sth (BrE, informal) to spend time doing nothing 
in particular, often because you are feeling 
unhappy: He moored around the streets, hoping to 
see Anna. 
@ v+adv « v+ prep 

‘moon over sb (informal to spend your time 
dreamily thinking about sb that you love: He 
Spends most of his time mooning over Helen. 
@ v+prep 


MOP mip; AmE ma:p; (-pp-) 


mop ‘up; mop sth ‘up 1 to clean up liquid or 
remove liquid from somewhere, using sth that 
absorbs it: Jahoays have to mop up after he’s had 
a shower o Can you mop up the water on the bath- 
room flour? o She mopped up the sauce with a 
piece of bread. o Mopping-up operations have 
begun after the floods. 2 to use up all of sth: The 
new factory should mop up the pool of surplus 
labour 3 to take control of sth: The company 
started mopping up smaller firms. 
@ v+adv + v+adv+n + v+pron+adv + v+n+adv 
(less frequent) 
mop sb/sth ‘up to get rid of the last few people 
who continue to oppose you; to finish tasks that 
remain: The army mopped up some isolated 
pockets of resistance. o There are a few things to 
mop up before we go. 
$È vt+advin è v+pront+adv + v+n+ adv (less 
frequent) 
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move ahead of 


Mope /moup: AME moup, 


mope around; mope a’round sth (BrE iso 
mope a'bout, mope a'bout sth) to walk about a 
place in an unhappy way, with no particular pur- 
pose: He's been moping aboutailday. o You spend 
too much time moping around the house. 
® v+adv + v+ prep 


mount jmaont’ 


mount ‘up (to sth) to increase gradually in size 
or quantity: The paperwork soon mounts up if 
you don’t deal with it immediately. o My debts 
have mounted up to over a thousand dollars. 
@ vtadv 


mouth imaut/ 


mouth ‘off (at/about sb/sth} (informal) (often 
used in the progressive tenses) to give your opin- 
ion about sb/sth loudly; to complain loudly about 
sb/sth: J coudd hear him mouthing off about how 
they should have won. o She was mouthing off at 
all the other drivers on the road. 
@ vt adv 


move jinuy/ 


~ about 189 ~in 
~ across ~ in together 
~ ahead ~ in with 
~ ahead of ~into 
188 -along ~ off 
~ apart ~on 
~ around ~ out 
~ aside ~ out of 
~ away ~ over 
~ away from 190 ~ past 
~ back ~ round 
~ down ~ towards 
~ forward 191 ~up 


move a'bout; move a'bout sth (especially 
BrE) «. MOVE AROUND, MOVE AROUND STH 

move sb/sth about (especially BrE) = Move 
SB/STH AROUND 

move a'cross; move a'cross sth to move 
from one side of sth to the other: He moved across 
to the window and looked out. 
room 
@ vtadv « v+prep 

move a‘head to advance or develop, often after 
there has been a delay: The project is moving 
ahead again now. 
proceed (more formal 
© v+adv 

‘move a'head of sb/sth to move faster than 
sb/sth; to develop more quickly than sb/sth else: 
‘Speed up!’ he said, moving ahead of her o Our 
foreign competitors are moving ahead of us. 
TYR; Overtake sb/sth 
®© v+adv+ prep 


move along 188 


move a'long; move a'long sth to go forward: 
The convoy of cars was moving slowly along the 
road. 
road 
@ v+adv « v+prep 

move a'long/on, move sb a'‘iong/on to 
leave a particular place or go to a new position; to 
make sb do this: Move along now, You're blocking 
the entrance. o The police arrived to move the 
demonstrators along. 
© v+adv + v4+ni/pron+ ady 

move a'long; move sth a'tong if a project, 
etc. moves along, or if sb moves it along, it con- 
tinues to make good progress: Can you move the 
story along a bit faster? What happened in the 
end? 
® v+adv + v+n/pron+ adv 


move apart if two or more things or people 
move apart, they become separated by a dis- 
tance: They quickly moved apart when I walked 
in. o (figurative) The two sides in the dispute are 
moving further and further apart. 
@ v+ adv 

move around. move around sth (also 
move a'bout'round, move a'bout’round sth 
especially BrE) to keep moving from one place to 
another: Use the mouse to move around the screen. 
ò I have to move around a lot with my job. o Ske 
sang as she moved about the room. 
@® vt adv + v+prep 

move sbisth a‘round (also move sb/sth 
a'bout/round especially BrE) to move sb/sth from 
one place to another: It’s not Jair to keep moving 
the children around from school to school. o The 
chair ts light and easy to move about. 
@ v+nipron + adv 

move a'round sth (also move ‘round sth espe- 
cially BrE) to move in a circle around sth that is 
blocking your path: Ste moved round the table to 
open the window. 
go around sb/sth 
© v+ prep 

Move a'side to move to one side, usually to allow 
sb or sth to pass: J moved aside to let her go past. 
@ vt adv 

move sb/sth a'side to put sh/sth to one side 
away from the centre of a place, usually to make 
room for sb/sth else: We moved the tables aside so 
that we could dance. 
@ v +n/pron + adv 

move a'way to leave the place where you live to 
go and live in another place: AH her friends have 
moved away from the area. 
® viadv 

move a'way (from sb/sth), move sth a'way 
(from sb/sth) to leave the place or position you 
are in and go to another; to take sth from one 


place or position and put it in another: Move 
away from the window in case anyone segs YOU. © 
Can you move the sctssors away from the baby? 
@ vtadv + v+n/pront+adyv + v+adv+n 


„move a'way from sth to stup doing, following 


er believing sth: The party seems to be moving 
away from its original aims. 
®© v+adv+prap 


move ‘back; move sth ‘back 1 to go, or to 


move sth, to a new position at a distance away 
from the front or behind sb/sth: He moved back a 
few steps. o She moved her chair back from the 
fire. move forward, move sth forward 2 to 
go, or to move sth, to the place or position it was 
in before: His eves moved back to her face. o ll 
took a long time to move the furniture back after 
the party. return (sth) (to sth) 3 if an event 
moves back, or sb moves it back, it takes place 
at a later date or time than was first planned: 
They ve moved back the date of the wedding. 

-> see also PUT STH BACK 

@ vtadv + vtnipron+ adv è v+ adv +n (less 

Jrequent) 


move ‘down (of a level or an amount) to 


decrease: Prices move up and down according to 
demand, 

go down FFP) move up 

®& v+adv 


move ‘down; move 'down sth 1 to move 


from a higher position to a lower one: J watched 
her move nervously down the slope. (83) hill, lad- 
der go up, go up sth 2 to move to a new 
position to make more space for sb else: Can you 
move down (the bus} so more people can get on? 
i337) move up, move up sth 

@ v+adv e v+prep 


move ‘down; move sb ‘down (at school) to 


move, or to move sb, to a lower class, grade or 
level: J was worried that if [failed the test I would 
have to move down. o If you don't work harder 
you'll be moved down (to the class below). 

3577) move up, move sb up 

@ v+adv + v+n/pron+adv 


move sb/sth ‘down: move sb/sth ‘down 


sth to move sb/sth from a higher position to a 
lower one: Move the boxes down fram the top of 
the wardrobe. 

{© v+nipron+adv + v+n/pron + prep 


move ‘forward; move sth ‘forward 4 to go, 


or to make sth go, to a place or position that is in 
front: Thecar began to move forward slowly. 
move back, move sth back 2 to develop, or to 
make sth develop, towards a good result: Jr's time 
to move this project forward. 3 to move, or to 
make sth move, towards the future: The company 
must keep moving forward. o The story then 
moves forward to 1999. 4 if an event moves for- 
ward, or sb moves it forward, it takes place at 


189 


an earlier date or time than was planned: My 
operation has been moved forward two weeks. 
move back, move sth back 

@ v+adv + v+nipron+ adv 


move ‘in 1 (on sb/sth) to move towards sb/sth, 


especially in a threatening way, or to make a dan- 
gerous situation calm: 7 moved in close and stuck 
the gun in his back. o The police moved in to con- 
trol the crowd. 7D close in (on sb/sth) 2 to 
arrive and begin work, especially when people 
don't really want you there: The developers 
moved in and built a housing estate in the 
grounds of the old house. 3 (on sth) to begin totry 
to have control of or responsibility for a com- 
pany, a project, etc: They are moving in on 
another drugs company. 

@ v + adv 


move ‘in; move ‘into sth to go to a new house 


and begin to live there: How soon can you move 
in? o When are you moving into your new flat? 
move out, move out of sth 

@ vtadyv «vt prep 


„move 'in together, move ‘in with sb tostart 


living with sb, especially a partner: They've 
decided to move in together. 
© vtadvtadv + v+adv+ prep 


move ‘into sth 1 MOVE IN, MOVE INTO STH 2 ta 


start to be involved in a new area of activity or 
business: The company is lovking to move into 
new markets. o After teaching for ten years he 
moved into publishing. 3 to develop or advance 
into a new position, stage, etc: The project is now 
moving into its second year. o The team has 
moved Into fourth place after their victory. 

© v+ prep 


move sb/sth ‘into sth to take sb/sth and put 


them/it in a new place: We've moved the phone 
into the hall. o The doctors at the hospital hate 
moved my father into a room on his own. © I’ve 
moved my savings into a different bank account. 
®© v+n/pron+ prep 


move ‘off (especially Brk) (especially of a 


vehicle} to start a journey; to begin to move: 
Check in your mirrors before you move off 
@ vtadv 


move ‘off sth; move sb/sth ‘off sth to leave 


the place where you are; to remove sb/sth from a 


particular place: Farmers are rapidly moving off 


the land. o Can you move your car off the pave- 
ment please? 
® vtprap » v+n/pron+ prep 


move ‘on 1 to continue your journey after stop- 


ping for a short while; to leave the place where 
you are and go to a new place: After a few min- 
utes, the bus moved on again. o The police told 
them to move on and go home! o When | looked 
round, I realized everyone else had moved on. 2 if 
ideas, heliefs, etc. move on, they change and 
develop: Things have moved on a lot since my par- 


move over 


ents were young. o The debate dues not seer to 
have moved on much. o Fashions are moving on 
ail the time. 3 (to sth) to start doing or discussing 
sth new: J want to move on to my next point moun © 
When her contract here runs out in April, Tessa 
will move on. © She moved on to become senior 
editor of a magazine. YN} pass on (to sth) 

@ vtadv 


move 'on; move sb ‘on = MOVE ALONG/ON, 


MOVE SB ALONG/ON Every time they stopped they 
#ot moved on by the police. 


move ‘out; move ‘out of sth to leave your 


home and go to live somewhere else: The ledger 
moved out yesterday o He wants to move out of 
London. o They've recently moved out of the city 
and gone to live in the country. 

56°F) move in, move into sth 

@ vt adv + v+adv+prep 


move sb ‘out: move sb ‘out of sth 1 to make 


sh leave a place, especially their home: The land- 
lord is moving the tenants out. © The emergency 
services are moving people out of their homes. 2 to 
remove sb from a place: Many countries are Mōu- 
ing their troops out of the area. withdraw 
sb (from sth) 

@ vtnipron+ adv » vtadv+n (less frequent) » 

v+n/pron + adv + prep 


move sth ‘out: move sth ‘out of sth to 


remove sth from a plave, especially in order to 
make more space; We'll need to move some chairs 
out before the party to make more room. o When 
can you move your belongings out of my apart- 
ment? o That table will have to be moved out of 
the way. 

@® v+nipron + adv è v+ adv +n (less frequent) + 

v+ nfpron + adv + prep 


move ‘out of sth 1 to leave a particular place, 


area or situation: We watched the boat moving 
outof the harbour © The country is moving out of 
recession. 2 to stop being involved in a particular 
activity or area of business: Many people have 
been forced to move out of farming. 

® v+adv+prep 


move ‘over 4 (to sb/sth) to go towards sb/sth: He 


moved over to her. 2 (to sth) (especially BrE) to 
begin to do sth in a different way or with differ- 
ent people; to change the system you are using: 
Pm an interpreter but I’d like to move over to 
translation work. o We've just moved over lo a 
new computing system. 3 to move to one side, 
usually to make room for sb/sth else: I wish the 
car infront would move over and let me overtake. 
o Move over! [ want to sit down too. © (figurative) 
Older managers should move over to make roam 
for younger people. > see also MOVE UP 2 

© vtadv 


move ‘over sth; move sb/sth ‘over sth 1 to 


go forward slowly across a surface; to make sth 
do this: The tank adapts to the ground it is mov- 
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ing over. o Just move the brush lightly over the 
paper. 2 if somebody's hands, eyes, etc. move 
over sth, or sb moves them over sth, they slowly 
cross sth: His eyes moved over her face. o She 
moved her hands gently over his injured ankle. 
@ v+prep + v+n/pron + prep 

‚move ‘past sb/sth to pass in front of sb/sth: He 
moved past her into the lounge. 
go past sb/sth 
© v+ prep 

move ‘round: move ‘round sth (especially 
BrE) = MOVE AROUND, MOVE AROUND STH 

move sb/sth' round (especially BrE) = Move 
SB/STH AROUND 

move ‘round sth (especially BrE) = MOVE 
AROUND STH 


move to'wards sb/sth to approach sb/sth: She 
began tọ run as the car moved towards her. 
® v+ prep 

move to‘wards sth; move to‘wards doing 
sth (especially BrE) (AmE usually move 
toward sth, move to'ward doling sth) (offen 
used in the progressive tenses) to prepare to do or 
achieve sth; to approach or move nearer to sth: 
We are moving towards a better understanding of 
the situation. © Is the group moving towards find- 
ing a solution? 
understanding, settlement 
® v + prep 

move ‘up 1 (of a rate, a level or an amount) to 
increase: What will we do if interest rates move 
up? 15W) go up go down 2 to change your 
position to make room for sb else: Come on, move 
up a bit and let your mother sit down! > see also 
MOVE DOWN, MOVE DOWN STH 2; MOVE OVER 3 

move ‘up; move sb ‘up to move, or to make sb 
move, to a higher level, grade or class: She’s been 
moved up into the Advanced class. © I see Tim has 
moved up in the world (= has got a better job, 
more money, a higher social position, etc.) 
A move down, move sb down 
® v> adv « v+ n/pron+ adv 

‚move ‘up; move ‘up sth; move sb/sth ‘up; 
,move sb/sth 'up sth to move from a lower to 
a higher position; to make sb/sth do this: Hold the 
ladder tightly and move up a rung ata time, o We 
watched the group moving up the hill. o (figura- 
tive) This ts your chance to move up the career läd- 
der and geta better job. o Move your hand up and 
down. © We had to move the piano up three flights 
of stairs. 
YY") go up, go up sth move down, move 
down sth 
® v+adv « v+prep + v+n/pron+ adv e 

v~+nipron + prep 


Mow /mau; AmE mou/ (mowed, mown /maun: 
AME moun/ or mowed) 


mow sb ‘down 1 to kill sb, often large numbers 
of people, with a gun: The demonstrators were 
mown down by the soldiers. 2 (of a vehicle or a 
driver) to kill/nit sb, often because the driver has 
been driving carelessly or dangerously: A 
mother and her two children were mown down by 
Joyriders. S3¥) run sb down 
Mow sb down is often used in the passive. 
@ vr adv+n + v>n/pron? adv 


muck mak) 


muck a'bout/a'round (BrE, informal) 1 (with 
sb/sth) to spend time and enjoy yourself doing 
sth with no particular purpose: They were muck- 
ing about outside, kicking a ball around. 2 (with 
sb/sth) to behave in a silly way, especially when 
you should be working or doing sth else: Stop 
mucking around and go to bed. > She mucked 
around ail year and failed her exams. 3 to joke; to 
say silly things: 7 thought he was mucking about 
until I saw it was real blood on his face. 
mess around 
-> see also MUCK ABOUT/AROUND WITH STH 
® v+ adv 

muck sb a‘bout/a‘round (BrE, informal to 
treat sb badly, making them waste time, chan- 
ging your mind a lot, etc: I’m sick of being 
mucked about by empioyers. 
YR) mess sb about/around 
® v +nipron + adv 

muck a'bout/a’round with sth (BrE, Infor- 
mal)to keep touching, moving or changing sth in 
an annoying way: Who's been mucking about 
with my computer? o Don’t muck around with the 
words of the song — I think they're fine. 
uya mess around with sth, mess about with 
sth 
> see also MUCK ABOUT/AROUND 
@ v + adv + prep 

muck a'round (8r£E) = MUCK ABOUT/AROUND 

muck sb a'round (BrE) = MUCK SE ABOUT/ 
AROUND 

muck a'round with sth (BrE) = muck ABOUT/ 
AROUND WITH STH 

muck ‘In (BrE, informal) 4 to join in with other 
people in order to complete a task: If we all muck 
in, we'll soon get the job finished, 2 to share food, 
accommodation, costs, etc. with other people: 
Money was short, but we all mucked in together. 
@ v+adv 

muck ‘out; muck sth ‘out to clean the place 
where an anima) lives, especially a horse: /t's 
your turn to muck out today. 
@® v+adv + v+adv+n ə v+n/pron+ adv 
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‚muck sth ‘up (informal, especially BrE) 1 to do 
sth very badly; to spoil sth: This is your last 
chance, so don’t muck it up. ò Her surprise visit 
lotaily mucked up my plans. 2 to make sth dirty: 
Take your shoes off! You're mucking up my floor! 
3 to make sth untidy: Stop that, you're mucking 
up my hair 
IYn) mess sth up 
® v+adv+n + v+nipron + adv 


muddle (madi; 


muddle a'long (also muddle ‘on less frequent) 
(especially BrE) to continue living or doing sth 
with no clear purpose or plan: We muddie along 
Jrom day to day. 
® v + adv 
{muddle ‘through to achieve your aims 
although you are not efficient, do not know what 
you are doing, do not have the right equipment, 
ete: PU muddle through somehow. 
@ v+adv 
muddle sb ‘up (especially BrE) to make sb con- 
fused: | won't explain how this works now — it 
might muddle you up. o You're muddling me up! 
© I got muddled up and took the wrong turning. 
mix sb up; confuse sb (nore formal) 
Muddle sb up is often used in the passive 
with the verb get. e Muddle sb is used more fre- 
quently with the same meaning. 
© v+nipron» adv è v+ adv +n (less frequent) 
muddle sb/sth ‘up (with sb/sth). muddle A 
‘up with B (especially BrE) to confuse one per- 
son or thing with another; to think that sb/sth is 
sb/sth else: He muddled up our passports and 
gave me back the wrong one. o I keep muddling 
her up with her sister 
150D mix sb/sth up (with sb/sth) 
Muddle sb/sth is also used with the same 
meaning. 
& v+nipron+adv è v+adven 
get A and B muddled ‘up: get A muddled 
‘up with B to confuse one person or thing with 
another: / always get the twins muddled up. 


muddle sth ‘up (with sth) (especially BrE) to 
carelessly put things in the wrong order; to mix 
things together in an untidy wav: The money was 
muddled up with everything else in his pocket. © 
The kids have muddled up all the photos. 
mix sth up (with sth) 
Muddle sth is also used with the same 
meaning. 
® v+adv+n + v+nipron + adv 
get sth muddled ‘up (with sth) to put things 
in the wrong order; to mix things together in an 
untidy way: The words seemed to have gol mud- 
died up. 


muster 


MUG /mag/ (-gg-) 


mug ‘up (on sth), mug sth 'up (BrE, informal 
to quickly learn sth, especially sth that you 
should already know, before an exam, etc: He 
spent the whole night mugging up for the exam. © 
I'd better mug upon the subject before I meet her. © 
I’m going to mug up as much as I can about Delhi 
before I go there. 
YH) swot up (on sth) (Br), revlaw sth (espe- 
cially AmE), revise sth (BrE) 
© vtadv « v+adven è v+ñ/pron+ adv 


mull jmal/ 


mull sth ‘over to think about or consider sth for 
a long time before you decide to do sth: Zve been 
mulling over what you said last night. 
® v+nipron+ adv « v+adv+n 


muscle /imasl/ 


muscle 'in (on sb/sth) (informal) to get involved 
in a situation that you have no right to be 
involved in, especially sth that will give you an 
advantage or a profit: I don’t want Matt muscling 
in on our deal. 
® v> adv 


MUSS /mas/ 


(muss sth ‘up (AmE) to make sth look untidy: My 
skirt got missed up when I sat down. 
35¥S) mess sth up 
Muss sth up is often used in the passive. « 
Muss sth is often used. 
@ v+nipron+ adv è v+adven 


muster /masta(r)/ 


muster sth ‘up to find the courage, strength, 
etc. that you need in order to do sth difficult or 
unpleasant: Ske could barely muster up the 
strength to get out of bed. 
SEI) strength, energy summon sth up 
B Muster sth is often used with the same 
meaning. 
®© v+adv+n ə v+n/pron + adv 


PEM U ESE em ed a A 


naff ineef! 


naff ‘off (becoming old-fashioned, BrE, slang) 
used by some people to tell sb rudely to go away 
and stop annoying them: Just naff off and leave 
meé alone! 
clear off (especially BrE) 
@ v + adv 


Nag ng; -gg-) 


‘nag at sb 1 to keep complaining to sb about their 
behaviour; to keep asking sb to do sth: He Keeps 
nagging at me to get more exercise. 2 to worry or 
irritate you continuously: The suspicion that she 
was iving continued to mag al mê. 
© v+prep 


nail cu 


nail sb ‘down (to sth) to force sb to state exactly 
what they think, what they intend to do, etc: He 
says he'll come, but I can’t nail him down to a 
date. 
27") pin sb down (to sth) 
@ v+népron+ adv + v+advin 

nail sth 'down 1 to fasten sth down with nails: 
She got him to nail the loose floor board down. 2 to 
know or understand exactly what sth is: Some- 
thing seems strange here, but I can’t nail it down. 
3 to reach an agreement or a decision, usually 
after a lot of discussion: They managed to nail 
down an agreement with the managemenit. 
agreement 
® 1v+nipron+adv 2 y+adv+n e v+nipron+ adv 

3vtadvtn è v+nipron+ adv 

nail sth ‘up 1 to attach sth to a wall, a post, ete. 
with nails: J nailed up a notice saying: Keep out! 2 
to fasten a door, a window, etc. with nails so that 
it cannot easily be opened: He nailed up the door 
to Keep intruders oud. 
@vtadvin è v+nipron+ adv 


name /necon/ 


‘name sb/sth ‘after sb/sth (AmE also ‘name 
sb/sth ‘for sb/sth) to give sb/sth the name of 
sb/sth else that you like or admire, for example a 
family member or a famous person or place: We 
named her after her grandmother © The Miller 
fire was named for the canyon in which it began. 
@ v +nipron + prep 


narrow nerau, AME -rouj 


narrow sth ‘down (to sth) to gradually reduce 
the number of possibilities: I've narrowed the 
listof candidates down to three. 
@ vt+n/pron+ adv è vt+tadv+n 


nestle (nes); 


nestle ‘up (to sb/sth) to make yourself warm and 
comfortable by moving close to sb: Jamie nestled 
up to his mother on the sofa. 
® vtady 


nibble nbl; 


‘nibble at sth 1 to eat sth by taking very small 
bites: The mouse nibbled at the peanuts. © You've 
only nibbled at your lunch. 2 to show a slight 
interest in sth: Several companies have nibbled at 
our offer: 

@ v+ prep 

nibble a'way at sth (especially BrE) to grad- 
ually reduce or use up the total amount of sth: 
Inflation began to nibble away at their savings. 
© v + adv + prep 


nip /nsp/ -pp-) 


nip sth ‘off to remove a part of sth by squeezing 
it with your fingers, cutting it quickly with scis- 
sors, etc: She nipped off the dead leaves. 
cut sth off 
@ v+adv+n + v+n/pron+adv 


nod nod; AmE na:d; (-dd-) 


nod ‘off (informal to fall asleep: She nodded off 
in front of the television. 
doze off Crore formal 
@ viadv 


nose naoz AmE nouzi 


nose a'round (BrE also nose a'bout) (for sth) 
(informed to go around trying to find out sth 
about sb/sth, particularly when vou should not 
do this: Pm just nosing about for clues. 
@ v+adv 

nose sb ‘out (informal to defeat sb by a small 
amount, for example in a race or an election: She 
was nosed out of first piace by her old rival. 
@ v+nipron+adv « v+adv+n 

nose sth ‘out (informal to discover some infor- 
mation by searching for it: That man can nose a 
news story out anywhere. 
SEY sniff sth out 
© v+nipron+ adv e v+adv+n 


notch fot). AmE nati} 


notch sth ‘up (informa) to achieve a win or a 
high score: He notched up ten points in the first 
five minutes of the game. 
victory, points 170 clock sth up 
®© vtadv+n « v+ni/pron+ adv 
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note navt; AmE nout, 


note sth 'down to write sth down so that you 
will remember it: The class noted down every 
word she said, 
YA) take sth down: write sth down 
@ viadv+n è vtnipron+ adv 


number nambsir); 


‘number sb/sth among sth (forma/)to include 
sb/sth in a particular group: [number her among 
my closest friends. o He is numbered among the 
world’s top experts. 

XH count sb/sth among sth 
& v+n/pron + prep 


nuzzle (nazi; 


nuzzle ‘up againstito sb/sth to press your 
head, face, etc. against sb/sth to show affection or 
keep warm, etc: He nuzzied up to his mother with 
a happy sigh. 
@ v + adv + prep 


nuzzte 


CPt Tee Cece es PPP se Po 


object /əb'dzekt/ 


ob'ject to sb/sth; ob'ject to doing sth; 
ob’ject to sb doing sth to say that you dis- 
agree with, disapprove of or oppose sth: Many 
local people object to the building of the new air- 
port. o [really object to being charged for parking 
at the hospital. 
® v + prep 


OCCUF /a'k3:(r)/ 


oc‘cur to sb if an Idea or a thought occurs to 
you it suddenly comes into your mind: Hasn’? it 
ever occurred to you that he might be lying to you? 
OA Strange thought suddenly occurred to me. 
EuS thought, possibility 
© v + prep 


offend ja‘fend/ 


offend against sth Vormad to go against what 
people believe is morally right: The film offends 
against good taste. 
® v+ prep 


offer /ofa(r): AmE of. 'af-/ 


offer sth ‘up (for sth) to give sth to God: She 
offered up a prayer for her husband's safe return. 
prayer, sacrifice 
@ vtadv+n + v«nipron + adv (less frequent) 


00Zé@ /u:z/ 


ooze ‘out; ooze ‘out of/from/through sth 
if a thick liquid oozes out or oozes from, etc. 
somewhere, it flows out slowly: Cream was ooz- 
ing out of the cake. © cakes with cream oozing out 
at the sides © Blood was oozing from the cut on 
her arm. 
@ v+adv « v+adv+ prep « v+ prep 


Open /'supen; AME 'ou-/ 


open ‘into/onto sth if a door or a room opens 
into/onto sth, it leads directly to it: The door 
opened onto a small yard. o The kitchen opens 
into a large sitting room. 
® v+prep 

open ‘off sth if a door or a room opens off sth, it 
connects directly with it: Several doors opened 
off the hall. o The offices opened off the reception 


slowly. 3 to spread out; to becorne open and 
larger or flatter: The table opens out so that more 
people can sitat ii. o The buds on the trees have all 
opened out. 

® v+adv 


open sth ‘out to spread sth out; to make sth open 


and flat: He opened the map out. 
@ v + nipron+ adv è v+adv+n 


pen ‘up 1 (BrE also open ‘out) (to sb) (infor- 


mat) to talk freely and openly about what you feel 
or think: Will you open up to me and tell me what's 
worrying you? 2 to start fring: The anti-aircrafl 
guns opened up. 3 (often used in orders etc.) to 
open a door: Open up or we'll break the door 
down! 

® v+adv 


open sb ‘up to cut sb open in order to do a med- 


ical operation: They opened her up but didn’t find 
anything wrong. 
® v+n/pron+ adv « v+adven 


Open ‘up; open sth ‘up 1 to become or to make 


sth possible, available or able to be reached: If 
you have good qualifications, a whole range of 
possibilities open up for you. © The whole region 
has been opened up for trade by the new rall link. 
© They opened up the sports hall to house the flood 
victims. ò Writing to perfriends can open up a 
whole new world. 2 to start a new business: The 
company are opening up a new factory in Wales. 
close down, close sth down 3 to begin 
business for the day: If you’re feeling tired this 
morning, I’ll open up (the store). close up, 
close sth up 4 (usually in sport) to develop or 
start to happen; to produce sth or make sth start 
to happen: An Increasing gap is opening up 
between the achievements of girls and boys in 
exams. © United have opened up a three-point 
lead after five games. 5 to become wider; to make 
sth wider, especially sth that has been closed: 
Coughing might open up your wound. o She 
wished the floor would open up and swallow her 
(= for example, because she felt very embar- 
rassed about sth). o Cutting down the trees 
opened up the view from the house. 

@ v+adv « v+n/pron+ adv è v+adv+n 


‚Open sth ‘up to make sth that is sbut, locked, etc. 


open: Can you open up that box of books for me? 
® v+n/pron+ adv è v+adven 
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opt ‘in; opt ‘into sth to choose to take part in 
sth: We offer a pension plan, and all staff have the 
chance to opt. in. © The government decided to opt 
into the new European treaty. 
opt out, opt out of sth 
@ vi adv « v+prep 

opt ‘out: opt ‘out of sth 1 to choose not to take 
part in sth: You can opt out of the company’s pen- 
sion plan. 2 (of a school or 4 hospital in Britain) 
to choose not to be under the control of the local 
authority: A majority of parents were in favour of 
opting out. 
opt In, opt Into sth 
@ v+adv e v+ adv+ prep 
> ‘opt-out n (often used as an adjective) 1 the act 
of choosing not to take part in sth 2 (in Britain) 
the action of a school or a hospital that decides to 
manage its own money and is therefore no 
longer controlled by a local authority: Nurses 
and health workers voted against the opt-out. 
> opted-‘out adj (only before noun] (in Britain) 
an opted-out schoo) or hospital is one that has 
decided not to be under the control of the local 
authority 


Order odar); AME ‘o:cd-} 


order sb a'round (BrE also order sb a’bout) to 
keep on telling sb to do things in an unpleasant 
way. Stop ordering me around! o Even as a child 
he ordered his friends about. 
@ v +n/pron + adv 

order ‘in; order ‘In sth (Am) to telephone and 
buy a mea! from a restaurant that cooks the food 
and brings it to your home: J’ Loo tired to cook — 
let’s order in. o Let’s order in Chinese tonight. 
® v> adv ə v+adven 

order sb ‘off, order sb ‘off sth 1 to tell sb to 
leave sth such as a bus, a train, etc: The driver 
ordered the boys off Jor messing around on the 
bus. 2 (for sth) (especially BrE) (in a sports game) 
to make sb leave the field because they have 
broken the rules of the game: He was ordered off 
for arguing with the referee. 08] player 357W) 
send sb off (for sth) (BrE) Order sb off is 
often used in the passive in this meaning. 
@® v+nipron + adv è v+adv+n è v+n/pron+ prep 

order ‘out (for sth) (AmE) to telephone and buy a 
meal from 4 restaurant that cooks the food and 
brings it to you: We could order out for a Chinese. 
@ v+adv 


OWN! amni AmE oun/ 
Own ‘Up (to sth/to doing sth) to admit that you are 


area. opt vpt; AmE a:pt/ 
& v+ prep 
open ‘out 1 (Into/onto sth) to become wider or 


the person responsible for sth that has hap- 


‘opt for sth to choose sth; to make a decision pened: Nobody owned up to breaking the window. 


bigger; to become more open and not enclosed by 
anything: The valley opened ou in front of us. o 
The narrow lane opened out into a field. 2 (to sb) 
(BrE) = OPEN UP 1 He only opened out to her very 


about sth: More students are now opting for com- 
puter science courses. © You can stay in the main 
hotel or opt for one of the bungalows near the 
beach, 


® v+prep 


confess (to sth/to doling sth) (more formal) 
@ vt adv 


TOP w RRA 


Pret ere tr ree errr eee eer ry 


pace per; 


pace ‘out sth; pace it/them ‘out (also pace 
‘off sth, pace it/them ‘off less frequent) to meas- 
ure sth by taking regular steps across it: She 
paced out the length of the room. 
Ena A noun must always follow out, but a pro- 
noun comes between the verb and out. 
@ vt+adv+n « v+pron+adv 


pack /pæk; 


‚pack a'way if sth packs away, it can be folded 
up small when you are no longer using it: The 
jacket packs away neatly into its own pocket. 

@® v+adv 

pack sth a'way 1 to put sth into a box, cup- 
board, etc. when you are no longer using it: We 
packed away the picnic things and put them in the 
car. 2 (informal) to eat a lot of sth: Ske can cer- 
tainly pack it away! 
28Y put sth away 
@ vinipron+adv è v+adv+n 

ipack sb ‘In to attract large numbers of people to 
a show, a play, etc: The film is still packing in the 
crowds. 
the crowds 
Pack sb in is not used in the passive. 

@ vtadv+n + v+pron+adv + v+n+ adv (rare) 

pack sb/sth 'In; pack sb/sth 'in'into sth 1 
to do a lot of things, see a lot of people, etc. ina 
limited period of time: She managed to pack a lot 
of sightseeing into three days. o We packed ina loi 
yesterday afternoon. 2 to put a lot of things or 
people into a limited space: Somehow we man- 
aged to pack everyone in. 
cram sb/sth in, cram sb/sth in/into sth 
@ v+n/pron+adv + v+adv+n + v+n/pron+ prep 

pack sth ‘in (BrE, informal) 1 to give sth up, 
especially a job: She’s packed in her job as a 
teacher. © Smoking’s bad for you. You ought to 
pack it in. o Twas so depressed I felt like packing 
it all in. (83 job chuck sth In/up (BrE), 
lack sth in (BrE), give sth up + see aiso PACK UP, 
PACK STH UP 22 pack It ‘in used lo tell sb to stop 
behaving badly or doing sth that is annoying 
vou Just pack it in, will pou? 

@ Tvtadvin + vtnipron+ adv 
2vtit+adyv 

„pack ‘into sth if people pack into a place, they 
go there in large numbers and fill it completely: 
All six of us packed into the tiny car o More than 
70 000 peaple packed into Trafalgar Square on 
New Year's Eve. 

Teyi; cram into sth 
® v+ prep 


pack sb/sth ‘into sth = pack SB/STH IN, PACK 
SB/STH IN/INTO STH 

pack sb ‘off (to ...) (informal to send sb away, 
especially because you do not want them with 
you: She was packed off to boarding school at the 
age of eight. o He packed the children off to bed. 
Pack sb off is often used in the passive. 
© v+nipron+adv + v+adv+n 


pack sth ‘out (BrE) if a show, a performer, etc. 
packs out a place, they attract large numbers of 
people there to see it/them: The band packs out 
venues all over the country. o The movie has been 
packing out cinemas for weeks. 
@ v+adv+n « v+n/pron+ adv 
» packed ‘out adj (BrE) very full: The town is 
packed out with tourists in the summer. oa 
packed-out stadium 

pack ‘up (BrE, informal if a machine, an 
engine, etc. packs up, it stops working: My car's 
packed up again. 
break down: give out 
® v+adv 

pack ‘up; pack sth ‘up 1 to put your posses- 
sions, equipment, etc. into bags or boxes before 
you leave a place: It’s time to pack up and go home 
now. © All our things were packed up waiting to 
be moved. things, belongings 2 (BrE, infor- 
mal) to stop doing sth, especially a job: He used to 
smoke but he packed up last year. o You'd feel bet- 
ter if you packed up smoking. o When did you 
pack up your job at the bookshop? BE smoking, 
work, job 38) give sth up > see also PACK STH 
IN I 
@ vtadv + v+adv+t+n + v+pron+adv + v+n+adv 

(rare) 


package /pekids/ 


package sth ‘up (especially AmE) to wrap sth 
and make it into a parcel so that you can send it 
somewhere: She packaged up his books and 
mailed them to him. 
$R) parcel sth up (BrE) 
$ v+advt+n + v+n/pron+adv 


pad peed) (-da-) 


Pad sth ‘out (with sth) t to put soft material into 
a piece of clothing in order to change its shape: 
She padded the costume out with foam. 2 to make 
sth, such as a book, an article, a speech, ete., 
longer by adding unnecessary material: J padded 
out the article with lots of quotations. 
® viadvtne«v+prontady è v+n+adv 


TTT TLTTEEETTTTITET 


page /perdz/ 


page ‘through sth (Am£) to turn the pages of a 
book, a magazine, etc. and look at them without 
reading them in detail: She paged through the 
report looking for her name. 

IYN leaf through sth 
$ v + prep 


paint /pemt/ 


paint sth ‘out (especially BrE) to cover sth, such 
as a mark, part of a picture, etc. by putting paint 
on top of it so that no one can see it: The mark- 
ings on the plane had been hurriedly painted out. 
@ vtadv+n « v+pron+adv + v+n+adv (rare) 

[paint ‘over sth to cover sth with a layer of paint: 
We'll have to paint over the dirty marks on the 
wall. o I don’t like the way the painting has 
turned out so IIl just paint over it. 
Paint over sth can be used in the passive: 
The name had been painted over. 
© v+prep 

jpaint sth ‘up to paint sth, decorating it in a 
bright, attractive way: Their house had been 
painted up in amazing colours. o The bus was 
painted up with advertisements. 
@ v+ni/pron+ady « v+adv+n 


pair /pea(r); AmE per/ 


pair ‘off: pair sb ‘off (with sb) to form a pair or 
pairs, especially in order to have a romantic 
relationship; to bring two people together in this 
way: By the end of the course, everyone had paired 
off > (especially BrE) They tried to pair their 
daughter off with the neighbour's son. 
È v+adv + vtnipron+adv + vtadvtn 

pair ‘up; pair sb ‘up (with sb/sth) to form a pair 
or pairs (with sb/sth) in order to work, play a 
game, etc. together; to bring two people together 
for this purpose: The job is a lot easier if you pair 
up with someone else. o Writers have been paired 
up with artists to write articles on paintings. 
@ vt+adv « v+n/pron+adv « v+adv+n 


pal (peel) -n-) 


pal a'round (with sb) (Am) to become friends 
with sb and spend time with them: J used to pal 
around with Brad. 
@ v+ady 

pal ‘up (with sb) (BrE) to become friends with sb: 
They patled up at college. 
@ vitadv 


palm pam; 


palm sb ‘off (with sth) (informal 1 to persuade 
sb to believe an explanation for sth that is not 
true, in order to stop them asking questions or 
complaining: Don't let him palin you aff with an 


excuse. 2 to persuade sb to accept sth that has lit- 
tle value or is not what they really want: Make 
sure he doesn’t palm you off with faulty goods. 
fob sb off (with sth) 
®© v+nipron+adv + v+adv+n 

palm sth ‘off as sth (informal) to persuade sb 
that sth is better than it really is, or is sth differ- 
ent, especially in order to sell it: Ske was trying 
to palm copies off as original paintings. 
@ v+n/pron+ adv + prep 

palm sb/sth ‘off on/onto sb (informal) to get 
rid of sb/sth that you do not want by persuading 
sb else to accept them/it: He fried to palm his 
uncle off on me for the whole afternoon. ò I think 
she palmed off the stolen necklace on some unsus- 
pecting oid lady. 
@ v+nipron + adv + prep « v+adv+n-+prep 


Pan /pzen/ (-nn-) 


pan ‘out (informal (of events or a situation) to 
develop in a particular way: J don't know why 
things panned out the way they did. o How de you 
see your career panning out? 
turn out 
@ v+adv 


pander /‘penda(r) 


‘pander to sb/sth (disapproving) to try to please 
sb by doing or providing what they want 
although you know it is probably wrong to do so: 
He panders to her every whim. > His films never 
pandered to public taste. 

Pander to sh/sth can be used in the pas- 
sive: don’t think children should be pandered to. 


© v+prep 


panic /‘pzntk/ (-ck-) 


‘panic sb into sth; ‘panic sb into doing sth 
to make sb do sth too quickly because they are 
afraid: Don’t let them panic you into a decision. 
Panic sb into sth/into doing sth is often 
used in the passive: She refused to be panicked 
into making rash promises. 
© v+n/pron + prep 


paper "pepar)/ 


paper ‘over sth 1 to cover sth such as a wall 
with thick paper in order to hide sth: We papered 
oter the stains on the wall. 2 to hide sth such as a 
problem, a disagreement, ete., especially quickly 
or not very well: The divisions in the party had 
been papered over during the election campaign. 
Paper over sth can be used in the passive. 
@ v+ prep 
paper over the ‘cracks (in sth) to try to hide 
a problem or fault, especially in a way that is 
unlikely to be successful 


PECL CEP oc rr rr ETETE ETT E TEETT eri rect t i trot r rere tie Terre re TT Tees 


parcel pa:sl; AmE ‘pa:rs]/ (-ll-, AmE -4-) 


parcel sth ‘out to divide sth into parts or por- 
tions: They parcelled out the land into small plots. 
© The work was parceiled out among the staff 
@ vtadv+n + v+pron+adv + v+n+adv (rare) 
parcel sth 'up (BrE) to wrap sth and make it into 
a parcel: She parcelled up the books ready to send. 
package sth up (especially AmE), wrap 
sth up 
Parcel sth is used less often with the same 
meaning. 
© v+adv+n +è v+n/pron+adv 


pare /pexr); AmE per/ 


Þpare sth a'way’off to remove the thin outer 
layer from sth in thin strips; Pare off the rind 
from the orange using a sharp knife. o (figura- 
tive) Their rights had been pared away under the 
last three kings. 

Pare sth can also be used with this mean- 
ing: Pare the rirul from the lemons. © thinly pared 
rind 

© vtadvt+n + v+n/pron+ adv 

pare sth ‘down (also pare sth ‘back less fre- 
quent) (te sth) to gradually reduce sth consider- 
ably in size or amount: We’ve pared our expenses 
down to a minimum. 
cut sth back; cut sth down (to sth) 

Pare sth can also be used with this mean- 
ing: We pared costs by doing much of the work 
ourselves. 

@® v+n/pron+adv + v+adv+n 


parlay /pa:ler, AmE 'pa:rler/ 


parlay sth ‘into sth (AmE, informal) to use an 
advantage that you have, such as money or a 
skill, in order to get sth or make it worth more: 
He parlayed his relationship with his boss intoan 
important job. 
© v+n/pron+ prep 


part (pa:t; AmE pa:rt; 


‘part with sth to give sth away that you would 
prefer to keep: Jf was my grandmother's necklace 
ana I'll never part with it. o (humorous) We won't 
be sorry to part with that old sofa. o He hates 
parting with (= spending) his money. 
money 
© v+prep 


partake /pa:'terk; AmE pacr't-/ (partook 
/-tok/partaken /-'telken/) 

par'take of sth (old-fashioned or humorous) to 
eat or drink sth: Would you care to partake of 
some refreshment? 
© v+prep 


POEUN TO 


partition {pa:'tifn; AmE pazr't-/ 


par tition sth ‘off to separate one area, one part 
of a room, etc. from another with a wall or 
screen: The dining area is partitioned off with 
screens. 
Partition sth off is often used in the pas- 
sive. 
© v+adv+n + v+n/pron+ adv 


Pass /pas; AmE pes; 


~ around ~ off as 

~ as ~on 

~ away ~ onto 

~ between ~ out 

~ Dy ~ over 
199 ~ down 200 ~ round 

~ for ~ through 

~ into ~ lo 

~ off -= up 


pass sth a'round; pass sth a'round sth 
(BrE also pass sth ‘round, pass sth 'round sth) 
to offer sth to each person ina group: Would you 
mind passing the sandwiches round? o A picture 
was passed around the class. 
hand sth round, hand sth around 
®© v+n/pron+adv + v+adv+n + v+n/pron+ prep 
'pass as sb 
-> see also PASS FOR/AS SB 


pass a'way 1 (also pass 'on) people say pass 
away to avoid saying ‘die’: She passed away 
peacefully in her sleep. 2 to disappear: Many of 
these customs have passed away. 
@ vtadv 

pass be'tween sb if sth such as a look, a word, 
etc. passes between two people, they look 
quickly at each other, speak to each other, etc: A 
look of understanding passed between Ann and 
Carla. o I never knew what passed between them 
(= what they said to each other) on that day. 
@ v+ prep 

pass ‘by if time passes by, it goes past: The 
weeks passed by and she didn’t call. 
go by 
Pass is used more frequently with this 
meaning: The weeks passed. 
@ v+adv 

pass ‘by: pass ‘by sb/sth to go past sb/sth 
without stopping: He saw the procession pass by. 
© The boat passed close by the island. 
go by, go by sb/sth 
Pass and pass sb/sth are also used with 
this meaning: We watched the procession pass. 
@ v+adv + v+prep 
> ‘bypass n 1 aroad that goes around a town, etc. 
and which is intended to keep traffic out of the 
town centre 2 a medical operation on the heart 
in which blood is directed along a different route 


so that it does not flow through a part that is 
damaged or blocked; the new route that the blood 
takes: a bypass operation 

» passer-by n a person who is walking past 
sb/sth, especially when sth unexpected happens: 
Several passers-by stopped to heip. 


[pass sb/sth ‘by to happen without affecting 


sbisth: She feels that life is passing her by (= that 
she is not enjoying the opportunities and pleas- 
ures of life). o The whole business passed him by 
(= he was hardly aware that it was happening). 
@ v+n/pron + adv 


{pass sth ‘down (to sb) to give sth or teach sth to 


your children or people who are younger than 
you, who will then give or teach it to their chil- 
dren, etc: These stories were passed down from 
one generation to the next. o Some of the furni- 
ture has been passed down through the family. 
387) hand sth down (to sb) 
fala Pass sth down is often used in the passive. 
@ vtn/pron+adv « v+advtn 

‘pass for sth (disapproving) used to say that 
although sth is said to be a particular thing, you 
do not think it is good enough to be called that: J 
got used to drinking what passes for tea in that 
part of the world. 
@ v+prep 

‘pass for/as sb to be so much like another per- 
son, or another type of person, that people could 
easily think you were that person or type: He 
speaks French well enough to pass for a French- 
man. © She's in her forties but she could pass for 
ten years younger. o They could pass as twins. 
@ v+prep 

‘pass into sth to become a part of sth: Many for- 
eign words have passed into English. 
@ v+ prep 

pass ‘off (BrE) 1 [+ adv/prep] if an event passes 
off in a particular way, it takes place and is fin- 
ished in the way mentioned: The election has 
passed off without incident. o The celebrations 
passed aff peacefuily. 2 if pain, the effects of a 
drug, etc. pass off, they gradually disappear: 
The symptoms should pass off within 24 hours. 
@ v+ adv 

jpass sth ‘off to act as if a difficult or awkward 
remark or situation is less important than you 
really think it is: He had really upset her, but she 
smiled and tried to pass it off o He managed to 
pass the question off lightly. 
$ v+nipront+adv + v+advin 

pass sb/sth ‘off as sb/sth; pass yourself 
‘off as sb/sth to pretend that sb or sth is some- 
thing that they are not: She tried to pass the pic- 
ture off as an original. o He succeeded in passing 
himself aff as a doctor. 
@® v+n/pron+adv+ prep + v+adv+n+ prep (less 

frequent) 


. PrrTeeRTiLiriciiriireeiieiitireetetieee eter reer Lele bee Let 


pass 'on 1 (to sth) (BrE) to begin a new activity, 
discussion, etc: Let's pass on to the next item on 
the agenda. o If you can’t answer one question, 
pass on to the next. 3 move on (to sth) 2 = 
PASS AWAY 1 
@ v + adv 


pass sth ‘on (to sb) 1 to give sth to sb else, espe- 
cially after receiving or using it yourself: PH 
pass this book on to you when I've finished with it. 
© II pass on your news to the rest of the family. 
hand sth on (to sb) 2 to give sth that you 
have, such as a disease, a quality, etc. to sb else: 
HIV can be passed on from parent to child. © Par- 
ents pass these attitudes on to their children. 3 if a 
company, a shop/store, etc. passes on higher or 
lower costs to its customers, it makes them pay 
more or less for sth: The supermarket did not 
pass on its profit to customers by cutting prices. 
@ v+ni/pron+ adv + v+tadv+n 

pass sb ‘on to sb to arrange for sb else to help 
or deal with a particular person: I'm afraid I 
can't answer your question, but I'll pass you on to 
my colleague, 
®© v+n/pron + adv + prep 

pass ‘out 1 to lose consciousness: He almost 
passed out with the pain. black out; faint > 
see also COME ROUND/COME TO 2 (also pass ‘out 
of sth) (BrE) to leave a military college after 
completing a course of training 
@ v+ adv 2 also v + adv + prep 


pass sth ‘out (to sb) to give something to each 
person in a group: The teacher asked me to pass 
the books out. 
give sth out; hand sth out (to sb) 
®© v+n/pron+adv è v+adv+n 


pass 'over sb (for sth), pass him, them, etc. 
‘over (for sth) to not consider sb for a better job, 
especially when they deserve it or think they 
deserve it: J was passed over for promotion again. 
© He was passed over in favour of a younger man. 
A noun must always follow over, but a 
pronoun comes between the verb and over. + 
This phrasal verb is often used in the passive. 
@ vtadv+n è v+pron+ adv 


pass ‘over sb/sth 1 to move over the top of 
sb/sth: The planes pass directly over the hospital. 
© The eye of the storm was passing over us. 2 to 
ignore or avoid sth: They chose to pass over her 
rude remarks. o For years this painting was 
passed over by experts. ignore sb/sth 
Pass over sb/sth can be used in the passive in 
this meaning. 
© v+prep 
> ‘overpass n (especially AmE) a bridge that car- 
ries one road or railway above another; a bridge 
over a road for people who want to cross: Don't 
try to crass the highway — use the overpass. 


pass over 200 


See ee eRe 


pass sb/sth ‘over (to sb) 1 to give sth tosb, espe- 
cially when they ask for it or you do not want it 
any more; to give sb, or the responsibility for sb, 
to sb else: Jeff passed the phone over so that I 
could speak to Clare.o The doctor passed the 
baby over to the nurse. o Control of the budgets 
has been passed over to individual schools. 
hand sb/sth over (to sb) 2 to let sb listen or 
speak to sb else when you have finished talking: 
if there are no more questions, I'll pass you aver to 
Ted. hand over to sb, hand sb over to sb 
@ vtn/pron+ adv « v+adv+n 

pass sth ‘round: pass sth ‘round sth (BrE) 
= PASS STH AROUND, PASS STH AROUND STH 

pass ‘through; pass ‘through sth to go or 
travel through a place, only stopping for a short 
time: We're not staying here, we're just passing 
through. o We passed through Pompeii on our 
way to Naples. 
@® vtadv « v+prep 

pass ‘through sth (especially BrE) to experi- 
ence a particular kind of situation or period of 
time, especially a difficult or unpleasant one, 
and develop during it: She passed through a diffi- 
cult period after her divorce. o The industry is 
passing through a period of change. 
period, stage go through sth 
® v+prep 

‘pass to sb/sth to begin to be owned by sb new: 
When she died, the house passed to her niece. 
© v+prep 

pass sth ‘up (informal to decide not to take 
advantage of an opportunity, an offer, etc: She 
passed up the chance of a trip to Rome. o Imagine 
passing up an offer like that! 
opportunity, chance, offer 
@ v+adv+n + v+pron+adv + v+n+adv (less 

frequent) 


patch /pzt/; 


patch sb/sth ‘through to connect telephone or 
electronic equipment temporarily: The radio 
was patched through to army headquarters 
®© v+nipron+ adv 

patch sth to'gether to arrange sth quickly, 
especially by putting several different parts 
together, without taking any care over it: An 
interim government was quickly patched together. 
© v+advi+n « vtnipron+adv 

patch sb/sth ‘up to give quick or temporary 
medical treatment to someone who is injured: 
They patched him up and sent him back onto the 
field (= for example in a game of football). o The 
doctor did the best he could to patch up their 
wounds. 
@ v+nipron+adv + v+adven 


Orr ITET TT Preeti ett Pec cr i iti rect Terese Serer eT i errr ret Tere r es Terre rir Tr eres etree er Pere rt tery 


patch sth ‘up 1 to repair sth, especially quickly 
or temporarily: The car was patched up and 
resold. o We patched up the hole in the roof and 
got it repaired the next day. 2 to end a quarrel or 
dispute with sb and be friends again: They 
patched up their differences. o Can't you two try to 
patch things up? differences, quarrel, 
things 3 to agree on sth, especially after long dis- 
cussions and even though the agreement is not 
completely satisfactory: They managed to patch 
up a peace. 
© 1v+nipron+ adv « v+adv+n 

Z,3vtadvtn + v+nipron+ady 


paw /ps:/ 


‘paw at sb/sth (informad if an animal paws at 


sb/sth, it touches sb/sth repeatedly with its foot: 
a horse pawing at the ground (figurative) One 
of the children was pawing at my sleeve. 

© v+prep 


pay pe (pald, paid /peid/) 


pay sb ‘back (for sthifor doing sth) to punish sb 


because they have made you or sb else suffer: PH 
pay him back for getting me into trouble! 

get back at sb (for sth/for doing sth) 

@® v+n/pron+ adv eè v+adv+n (less frequent) 

» ‘payback n [C] [U] a reward or a punishment 
that sb receives for sth they have done 

-> see also PAYBACK at PAY SB BACK, PAY STH BACK 
(TO SB) 


pay sb ‘back; pay sth ‘back (to sb) to return 


money that you have borrowed from sb: I'l! pay 
you back next week. o She's trying to pay the loan 
back over 5years. © He’li never be able to pay back 
the money 

repay sb (sth), repay sth (to sb) (more 
formal 

In informal language pay sb back sth and, 
less often, pay sb sth back are also used: When 
are you going to pay me back that $100 you owe 
me? o Can you pay me that money back soon? 

© v+nipron+adv « v+adven 

+ 'payback n [C] [U] the money that you receive 
back on money that you have invested: the time 
that it takes to get your money back: J’ waiting 
to get the maximum payback on my investment. © 
a ten-year payback 

+ see also PAYBACK at PAY SB BACK (FOR STH/FOR 
DOING STH) 


‘pay for sth to suffer or be punished for sth 


wrong that you have done or said, or for sth you 
believe: Someone's going to pay for this! o They 
are paying dearly for their mistake. 

EEJ mistake, crime 

@ v+prep 


201 


Pay sth ‘in; pay sth ‘into sth to put money 


into a bank account: J had to go fo the bank to pay 
achegue in. o Her wages are paid directly into her 
account. 

(653) cheque, money deposit sth (in sth) 
(more formal) 

@ vi+niprontady e v+adv+n + v+n/pron+ prep 


spay ‘off if sth that involves risk pays off, it is 


successful and brings the results that you want: 
The gamble paid off © Their hard work is begin- 
ning to pay off o All the training you've been 
doing seems to have paid off handsomely (= has 
had very good results). 

@ v+adv 

> ‘pay-off 7n (informal) a reward or a benefit that 
you receive as a result of sth you do: What are the 
pay-offs of working at home? 

-> see also PAY-OFF at PAY SB OFF 


Pay sb ‘off 1 to give sb money to persuade them 


not to do sth or not to tell sb about sth illegal or 
dishonest you have done: She refused to be paid 
off buy sb off 2 to pay sb the money they 
have earned and dismiss them from their job: 
The store has paid off many of the full-time staff 
and offered them part-time work. 

@ v+n/pron+ adv + v+adv+n 

> ‘pay-off n (informal) 1 a payment you make to 
sb to persuade them not to do sth or not to tell sb 
about sth illegal or dishonest you have done: 
Police have been accused of receiving pay-offs 
from local gangs. 2 a payment made to sb to per- 
suade them to leave their job: She has received a 
£10000 pay-off 

=} see also PAY-OFF at PAY OFF 


pay sth/sb ‘off 1 to finish paying money that 


you owe for sth: J used the money to pay off my 
overdraft. o They're still paying off their mort- 
gage. © to pay off creditorsia bank manager BEJ 
mortgage, loan, debts repay sth/sb (more 
formal) 2 (especially BrE) to pay the fare for a 
taxijourney: She paid the taxi off and walked the 
rest af the way. taxicab 
@ ivtadven « vtprontady « v+n+adv (less 
Srequent) 
2¥+nipron + adv « v+adv+n 


pay ‘out; pay sth ‘out (for sth) (especially BrE) 


to pay a large amount for sth: The insurance com- 
pany refused to pay out. o The government pays 
out millions of pounds in benefits. o Ican’t afford 
to pay out for private treatment. 

@ vtadv « v+advtn e v+tpron+ adv è v+n+adv 

(rare) 

> ‘payout 7 a large amount of money that is 
given to sb: People injured in the crash won record 
payouts from the rail company. 


pay sth ‘out (Br) to release or pass a length or 


rope, etc. through your hands: He started paying 
out the rope. 
@ vtadvtn + v+pron+adv « v+n+adv (rare) 


peg back 


pay ‘up (informal) to give somebody the money 
that you owe them, especially if you do not want 
to: In the end we threatened to take them to court 
and they paid up. 
o cough up (especially BrE) 
@ v + adv 
> ‘paid-up adj [only before noun) 1 having paid 
all the money necessary to be a member of a club 
or an organization 2 (informal strongly sup- 
porting sth: a fully paid-up football fan 


peck /pek/ 


‘peck at sth to eat only very small amounts of 
sth, because you are not hungry: He was so ner- 
vous he only pecked at his lunch. 
© v+ prep 


peel pij; 


peel a'way'back (from sth), peel 
a'way/'back (from sth) to come off the surface 
of sth; to remove a thin layer from the surface of 
sth: The wallpaper had started to peel away. © 
The paint was peeling away from the wood. o She 
peeled back the blankets and jumped into bed. o 
He peeled away the plastic wrapping. 
> see also PEEL STH OFF, PEEL STH OFF STH 
@ vtadv « v+nipron+ adv è vtadv+n 

peel ‘off 1 to come away from the surface of sth: 
The wallpaper was peeling off GUE paper, skin, 
paint 2 (of cars, aircraft, etc.) to leave a group and 
turn to one side: The planes peeled off one by one. 
@ vt adv 

peel sth ‘off 1 to remove some or all of your 
clothing, especially sth that fits tightly: He peeled 
off his wet clothes. clothes, gloves, T-shirt, 
etc. 2 to remove some notes from a thick pile of 
folded or rolled paper money: He peeled off two 
hundred dollars and handed them to her. 
@ vtadvi+n « v+pron+adv + v+n+ adv (rare) 


peel sth ‘off; peel sth ‘off sth to remove a 
thin layer from the surface of something: He 
peeled off the sweet wrapper. © She peeled ali the 
wallpaper off the bathroom ceiling. 
wallpaper, paint, wrapper 
@ v+nipron+ adv » vt+adv+n e v+n/pron + prep 


peg peg (-a9-) 


peg a'way (at sth) (informal) to continue to work 
hard at or try to achieve sth difficult: He keeps 
pegging away at his novel. 
@ v+adv 

peg sb/sth ‘back (especially in sport) to stop 
sb/sth from winning or from increasing the 
amount by which they are ahead: Italy were win- 
ning 2-0, but were pegged back to a draw by 
Spain's late goal, 
L Peg sb/sth back is often used in the pas- 
sive. + It is common in newspapers. 
@ v+nipron+adv « v+adv+n (less frequent) 


FORM ACU TREAT eeeR 


peg ‘out (rE, informal) to die: [thought she was 
going to peg out right in front of me! 
@ v+adv 

peg sth ‘out (BrE) to fasten washing to a line 
with a wooden or plastic device (a peg): He was 
outside, pegging the washing out. 
washing, clothes hang sth out 
© v+npron+adv è v+adv+n 


pelt /pelt; 


‘pelt down (informal) to rain very heavily: It's 
pelting down (with rain) outside. 
pour down 
@ vtadv 


pen /pen/ (-nn-) 


pen sb/sth ‘in; pen sb/sth ‘in sth to shut sb/sth 
in a small space with walls or fences, etc. all around: 
We penned the sheep in the yard. o The trouble- 
makers were penned in by the police. o (figurative) 
She felt penned in living in the heart of the city: 
This phrasal verb is often used in the 
passive, 

_ &vtnipront+adv + v+adv+n « vtni/pron+prep 
pen sb/sth ‘up (especially BrE) to shut sb/sth ina 

place with walls, fences, ete. all around, and not 

let them leave: If was good to go outside after being 

penned up in the house ail day. o They penned us 

up ina little room and wouldn't let anyone leave. 

Pen sb/sth up is usually used in the 

passive. 

@ v+n/pron + adv + v+advtn 


pencil ‘pensi; (-H-, AmE-L) 


pencil sb/sth ‘in (for sth) to write down sb’s 
name for an appointment, or the details of an 
arrangement, although you know that this 
might have to be changed later: Let's pencil in the 
third of May for the meeting. 
© v+nipron+ adv + vtadven 


pension (penn; 


pension sb ‘off to allow or force sb to leave their 
job and stop regular work (to retire), especially 
because they are old or iH, and pay them a regu- 
lar sum of money (a pension): She was pen- 
sioned off at the age of 56. o (figurative) We've 
pensioned our old TV off and bought a new one. 
Pension sb off is usually used in the 
passive, 
@ v+nipront+adv + v+adv+n 


PEP ‘pep; (-pp-) 

pep sb/sth ‘up (informal) to make sb/sth more 
interesting: to make sb feel more lively or full of 
energy: The company needs to pep up its image. 
@ vtadven + vt+n/pron+ adv 


UNEASE a 


pepper /pepar)/ 


‘pepper sb/sth with sth to hit sb/sth with lots 
of small things such as bullets: They said they 
were peppered with shotgun pellets as they walked 
in the forest. o (figurative) The interviewer pep- 
pered her with questions. 

Pepper sb/sth with sth is usually used in 
the passive. 
@ v+nipron + prep 

‘pepper sth with sth to include a large number 
of sth in sth: She peppers her conversation with 
references to famous people. o Her hair is pep- 
pered with grey. 

Pepper sth with sth is usually used in the 
passive. 
@ v+nipron + prep 


perk /p3:k; AmE pa:rk/ 


perk ‘up; perk sb ‘up (informa!) to become, or 
make sb, more lively or more cheerful, especially 
after they have been ill/sick: You've perked up 
since this morning. o A shower would soon perk 
you up. 
liven up, liven sb up 
@ vt+adv e vt+n/prontadv + v+adv+n 

perk ‘up; perk sth ‘up (informal to improve or 
increase in value, to make sth increase in value, 
etc: The weather seems to be perking up. o The 
recent demand for houses has perked up the prices. 
> House prices are expected to perk up. 
$YR) Improve, improve sth 
© vtadv + v+ni/pront+adv + vtadvtn 


perk sth ‘up (informal to make sth more inter- 
esting or more attractive: Perk up a dark kitchen 
with a coat of paint. o A vegetable stew can be 
perked up with a dash of chilli sauce. o ideas for 
perking up bland food 
iY) Hven sth up 
@ vtadvt+n + v+pront+adv è v+n + adv (less 

frequent) 


per mit pomt; AmE per'm-/ (-tt-) 


per'mit of sth (formal) to make sth possible; to 
allow sth to happen: The situation does not per- 
mit of any delay, 
Permit of sth ts usually used in negative 
sentences, and in written English. 
® v+prep 


pertain /pe'tem; AmE par't-/ 


per'tain to sth (/forial) to be connected with a 
particular subject, person, event or situation: 
The committee was reviewing all the laws pertain- 
ing fo adoption. 

@ v+ prep 


peter /pi:tar)/ 


peter ‘out (into sth) to decrease or fade gradually 
before coming to an end: The read petered out 
into a dirt track. o By midday their enthusiasm 
had petered out. o The conversation gradually 
petered out. 
@ viadv 


phase /fer/ 


phase sth ‘in to introduce sth gradually or in 
stages: The government will phase in the new tax. 
SOFP) phase sth out 
Fhase sth in is often used in the passive: 
The scheme will be phased in over 15 years. 
© vtadvtn « v+nipron+ adv 


Phase sth ‘out to stop using sth gradually or in 
stages: They agreed to phase out chemical weapons. 
Jarry phase sth in 
Phase sth out is often used in the passive: 
The old system is being phased out. 

@ vtadv+n e v+n/pron+ adv 


phone faun; AmE foun/ 
To phone is the most common way to say 
‘to telephone’ in British English. To ring and to 
call are also used. The most common verb in 
American English for this is to call. 

iphone a'round/‘round; phone a'round/ 
‘round sb/sth (especially BrE) to make phone 
calls to several different people or places, usu- 
ally to try to find out some information: I spent 
the morning phoning round hotels, trying to book 
a room. o He phoned around to tell everyone 
about the meeting. 
@ vt+adv e v+prep 

iphone ‘back; phone sb ‘back (especially 
BrE) to telephone sb again or to telephone sb 
who telephoned you earlier: J left a message but 
they never phoned back. o Tom called while you 
were out. He asked if you could phone him back. © 
The travel agent phoned back to confirm your 
booking. o It's engaged — I'U phone back later: 
@ v+adv + v+nipron+ adv + v +adv +n (rare) 

iphone ‘in (especially BrE) 1 to telephone your 
place of work: I'l! phone in to say I won't be in 
until lunchtime. o He phoned in sick (= to say he 
was Ul/sick and could not go to work) this morn- 
ing, 2 to phone a television or radio programme: 
Hundreds of listeners phoned in to complain. 
@ vtadv 
> ‘phone-in 7 (especially Bri) a radio or TV pro- 
gramme in which people can phone and ask 
questions, give their opinions, etc. as the pro- 
gramme is being broadcast: He hosts a radio 
phone-in. o a phone-in programme 


pick on 


phone sth ‘in (especially BrE) to make a tele- 
phone call to the place where you work in order 
to give sb some information: Our reporter 
phoned the story in this afternoon. 
ring sth in (BrE) 
© v+nipront+adv è v+adven 

Phone ‘round; phone ‘round sb/sth (espe- 
cially BrE) = PHONE AROUND/ROUND, PHONE 
AROUND/ROUND SB/STH 

phone sth ‘through (especially BrE) to phone 
sb with details of or information about sth: 
Phone your order through to the store. 
@ v+nipron+adv + v+advtn 

phone ‘up; phone sb/sth ‘up (especially BrE} 
to make a telephone call to sb/sth: PH phone up 
and cancel my appointment. o Phone Mike up 
and ask him if he wants to come. o I phoned up 
the bank this morning. 
Phone and phone sb are also frequently 
used with this meaning. Phone up and phone 
sb up are very common in spoken English. 
@ vtadv + v+n/prontadv e vtadvtn 


pick /pik/ 
~ at ~ OVET 
~ off ~up 
~on 205 ~ upon 
204 ~ out 


‘pick at sth 1 to eat very small amounts of food 
because you are not hungry: She picked at her 
food for a while, then left the table. food, 
meal 2 to pull sth with your fingers several 
times: She picked nervously at her skirt until she 
made a hole. 
© v+prep 

pick sb/sth ‘off 1 to shoot a person, an animal, a 
bird, an aircraft, etc. especially one of a group, 
after aiming carefully: One of our men was 
picked off by a sniper. 2 to choose the best people 
or things for your own use: The company con- 
tinues to pick aff the brightest young graduates. 
© vtadv+n + v+ni/pron + adv 

pick sth ‘off: pick sth ‘off sth to remove sth 
from sth with your fingernails or a tool: Ske 
watered the plants and picked off the dead leaves, 
© v+nipron+ adv « v+advtn è v+n/pron+ prep 

‘pick on sb 1 to treat sb badly or unfairly, espe- 
cially repeatedly: You ‘re always picking on mel © 
The manager was accused of picking on a mem- 
ber of the department. o it’s difficult being the 
younger sister — you always get picked on. 2 
(especially BrE) to choose sb for a task, especially 
an unpleasant one: The teacher always picked on 

Tom to answer the difficult questions. 

Pick on sb can be used in the passive: She 
was picked on by the other children at school. 

$ v+prep 


pick out 204 


pick sb/sth ‘out 1 to choose sb/sth from a num- 
ber of people or things: He picks out people from 
the audience to come up on stage. © The brightest 
students were picked out for special training. o He 
picked out the most expensive suit in the shop. 
select sb/sth (more formal) 2 to recognize 
sb/sth from among people or things: Can you pick 
me out in this old school photo? © The suspect was 
picked out at an identity parade. 3 to manage to 
see sb/sth: We could just pick out a car in the dis- 
tance. make sb/sth out (more formal 4 if a 
light, etc. picks sb/sth out it shines on sb/sth so 
that thev/it are easier to see: The car’s headlights 
picked out a road sign. 
@ vtadv+n « v+nipron+ adv 

Pick sth ‘out 1 to discover or recognize sth after 
careful study: Jt was difficult to pick out the 
important points from the mass of facts. o They 
were asked to pick out exactly what it was that 
made his style so distinctive. 2 if you pick out a 
tune on a musical instrument, you play a tune 
that you have heard or made up slowly, note by 
note, Without using written music: Buddie was 
picking out a simple tune on his guitar. mel- 
ody, tune 3 usually be picked ‘out (BrE) to 
paint, draw or write sth in such a way that it is 
very easy to see, especially by using a colour that 
is different from the background: The details of 
the flowers were picked out in blue and gold. 
@ vtadvin + v+nipron+ adv 


Pick sth ‘over 1 (also pick ‘through sth less fre- 
quent) to look carefully at a group of things, 
choosing what you want and rejecting anything 
you do not want: He picked over the apples, check- 
ing for bad ones. o Bargain hunters picked over a 
pileof sale items. 2 (especially BrE)to examine or 
analyse sth carefully: We spent the meeting pick- 
ing over last month's results. 
© vtadv+n è v+pron+ adv 


pick ‘up 1 to become better: to improve: The mar- 
ket always picks up in the spring. o The game 
started very slowly but picked up in the second 
half > We're waiting until the weather picks up a 
bit. 2 if the wind picks up, it starts to blow more 
Strongly: The wind seems to be picking up, 3 to 
start again; to continue: The new series picks up 
where the old one left off. -> see also PICK S'tu UP 
10 4 if your speed picks up, you start to go 
faster: After the first mile (= in a race) J started to 
feel stronger and my speed picked up. > see also 
PICK UP SPEED/MOMENTUM at PICK STH UP Sifa 
bus, etc. picks up somewhere, it stops there to 
allow passengers to get on: The hus picks up out- 
side the Post Office > see.also Pick $B UP 36 (infor- 
mai, especially AME) to collect things that have 
been dropped or left on the ground and put them 
away: I shouldn't have to pick up after you! > see 
aiso PICK STH UP 12 

@ vt ady 


> ‘pickup n 1 an improvement: There are ne 
signs of a pickup in consumer spending. 2 (AME) 
the ability of a vehicle to increase its speed 

> see also PICKUP at PICK SB UP! PICKUP at PICK 
STH UP 


Pick sb ‘up 1 to take hold of and lift sb: T always 


pick the bahy up when she cries. > see also pick 
STH UP 1 2 to go to sb's home or a place you have 
arranged and take them somewhere in your car: 
Pi pick you up at seven o'clock. ò He picked up a 
hitch-hiker. o I went to pick her up from the air- 
port. Pick sb up is used much more often 
than collect sb in spoken English. 3 pick ‘up sb, 
pick him, her, them, etc. ‘up if a bus, etc. picks 
up sb, it stops and allows them to get on: The hus 
stopped to pick up some passengers. A noun 
must always follow up, but a pronoun comes 
between the verb and up. > see aise pick UP 54 to 
rescue sb, for example from the sea: Lifebouts 
picked up ali the survivors, $ to arrest sb: to take 
sb somewhere in order to question them: She 
was picked up by the police as she was leaving her 
hotel. 6 Uinformad to start talking to sb you do 
not know, because you want to have a sexual rela- 
tionship with them: He picked her up at a club. T 
if sth picks you up, it makes you feel better: A 
cup of tea will soon pick you up. 
=> see also PICK YOURSELF UP 
® v+nipron+adv e v+adven 
3vt+adv+n + v+pron+adv 
> ‘pick-me-up n (informal) something that 
makes you feel better or happier, etc: The country 
air was the perfect pick-me-up. 
+ ‘pickup n 1 an occasion when sb gets in a car, 
on a bus, etc. to be taken to another place: The 
coach driver made several pickups before heading 
for the airport. oa pickup point 2 (informal a 
situation in which sb is trying to start a sexual 
relationship with a person they do not know: the 
person they are trying to start a sexual relation- 
ship with: Nothing ever came of his pickups. 
= see also PICKUP at PICK UP; PICKUP at PICK STH 
UP 


Pick sth ‘up 1 to take hold of and lift sth: 7 picked 


up your bag by mistake. o Pick your coat up off 
the floor! o Pick up (= answer the phone) if 
you're there, Tom! > see also PICK sn uP 12 to 
obtain or collect sth: We can pick up the tickets an 
hour before the show starts. 3 to learn a language, 
a skill, etc., or to get information, without mak- 
ing an effort: She picks up languages reaily easily. 
od showed her how to use the software and she 
picked it up quickly. o I picked up lots of tins on 
home entertainment from the magazine. o She 
picked up the idea for the novel from a news story. 
languages, French, tips, etc. 4 to get or 
obtain sth: He picked up a virus at school. o The 
children have picked up the local accent. 
cold, habits 5 to identify or recognize sth: The 
early signs of the disease were not picked up. 
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up, it receives a sound, a signal or a picture: The 
microphone picks up every sound. © Signals from 
the satellite are picked up at ground stations. > 
We were able to pick up the BBC World Service. 7 
to buy sth, especially cheaply or by good luck: He 
picked up some amazing bargains in the sales. © 
You can pick up a second-hand bike for about £60. 
bargain 8 to win a prize or an award: The 
movie picked up several Oscars. DbJ] award. 
cheque 9 to find and follow a route, ete: A police 
dog picked up his scent, o The French police 
picked up the trail and traced her to Lisle. 
trail, scent 10 to discuss something further: to 
return to a topic or theme and continuc it: Can T 
pick up the point you made earlier? © We pick the 
story up again in London, five years later D83 
paint, story > see also PICK Ur 3 11 to manage to 
see or hear sth that is not very clear: J just picked 
up the sound of a car in the distance. 12 (espe 
cially AmE) to collect things that have been 
dropped or left on the ground and put them away: 
Will you plek up your toys new? -> see also PICK UP 
6 13 (AmE) to tidy a room, etc. and put things 
away: Pick up your room before you go out. 
room 33% tidy sth up (BrE), tidy sth (BrE) 14 
(informal if you pick up a bill for sth you pay It 
for sb else: We ended up picking up the hill. 
bill, tab 
@ v+adven evtnipron+ adv P4v+advin ¢ 
y¥+pront+adv + v+n+ady (rare) 
pick up the ‘pieces to return, or to help sb 
return, to a normal situation, particularly after 
ashock or adisaster: He walked out on his family, 
leaving his wife to pick up the pieces. pick up 
'speed/mo'mentum to go faster: The bus picked 
up speed as it went down the hil. 
> ‘pickup 1 (also ‘pickup truck) a light motor 
vehicle with low sides and no roof at the back, 
used for example, by farmers 2 the part of a 
record player or musical instrument that 
changes electrical signals into sound, or sound 
into electrical signals 
-> see also PICKUP at PICK UP; PICKUP at PICK SB UP 


pick yourself ‘up to get to your fect, especially 


after a fall: She picked herself up and stumbled 
on. ò (figurative) We have to pick ourselves up 
after yesterday's defeat and start again. 

-> see also PICK SB UP 

@ v + pron + adv 


‘pick ‘up on sth 1 to notice sth: He picked up on 


her feelings of unease. © Children soon pick up on 
tensions between their parents. 2 to return to a 
point in order to talk about it in more detail: i'd 
like to pick up on Mr Finlay's point. point 

© v + adv + prep 


pick sb ‘up on sth (BrE) to correct sth that sb 


has said or done: If you make a mistake, he 
always picks you up on it. 
© v +nipron + adv + prep 


il P 
Jee CuAN ERE metic he 


Bigns EY detect sth 6 if a machine picks sth piece pis; 
piece sth to'gether 1 to discover a story etc. 


by putting together separate facts or pieces of 
evidence: Detectives are piecing together the 
events of the last hours of his life. o Investigators 
are still trying to plece together the evidence to find 
out what caused the crash. evidence, story. 
events 2 to make sth by putting a lot of separate 
parts together: Archaeologists have worked for 
years to piece together the huge mosaic. 

& v+advin + v+pront+adv + v+n + adv (less 

frequent) 


pig ‘pig! -g9-) 
pig ‘out (on sth) (informal) to eat too much or a 


lot of food: We pigged out at lunch for four bucks 
each, o lt isn'ta good idea to pig out on sugar 

@ vtadv 

+ 'pig-out n an occasion on which you eat too 
much or a lot of food: We had a real pig-out last 
night. o a pig-out party 


pile pan; 
pile ‘in/out: pile ‘into/‘out of sth to go in or 


out of somewhere without order or control: The 
taxi arrived and we all piled in. o Crowds of chil- 
dren piled out of the building. 

car. taxi, room 

@ v+adv + vt+prep 


pile ‘into sb/sth to crash into sb/sth: She stopped 


dead in the middle of the pavement and we all 
piled into her. o As many as 30 cars and trucks 
piled into each other in the fog this morning. 

-> see also PILE UP, PILE STH UP 

@ v+prep 


pile ‘on if sb's weight piles on, it increases rap- 


idly: The pounds have just piled on since I got 
married! 
© v + adv 


pile sth ‘on 1 to express a fecling in a much 


stronger way than is necessary: J admit Tm pil- 
ing on the drama a bit, but I'm trying to make a 
serious point, 2 to give sb a lot or too much of sth: 
United piled on the pressure in the second haif 
( of the football game). EEJ pressure, guilt 3 to 
make sth increase rapidly: As soon as she stops 
dieting she piles on the pounds. o The team were 
piling on the points. DEJ pounds, weight 
®© vtadvtn + v+nipron+ adv 
EN pile on the ‘agony"gloom (informal, espe- 
cially Brki to make an unpleasant situation 
worse 
pile ‘out, pile ‘out of sth 
-> see a1s0 PILE IN/OUT, PILE INTO/OUT OF STH 
pile ‘up; pile sth ‘up 1 to form a pile; to make a 
~ lot of things into a pile: Snow was piling up 
against the windows. o They piled the stones up 
in a corner of the yard. 2 to increase or to make 
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sth increase in quantity or amount: Rubbish was 
piling up in the streets. © The bills were piling up 
and we had no money to pay them. o Liverpool 
should have gone on to pile up a big score (= ina 
game of football). 
© v+adv + v+n/prontadv è vt+adven 
2vt+adv «vtadvin « v+prontadv + 
v+ntady (rare) 
> ‘pile-up 7z a road accident in which several 
vehicles crash into each other: Eleven cars were 
involved in a pile-up on the motorway, o Three 
people were killed in a multiple pile-up. 


pin {pins (-nn-} 


Pin sb ‘down 1 to make sb unable to move, espe- 
cially by holding them firmly: The older boy had 
pinned Jimmy down on the floor o The rebels were 
pinned down © they could not move from their 
position) just south of the border. 2 (to sthito doing 
sth) to make sb say clearly exactly what they are 
going to do: You'll find it difficult to pin him down 
fo a price. o They pinned the builders down to fin- 
ishing by June. ò nail sb down (to sth) 3 to 
find sb and make them answer a question or tell 
you what you need to know: She tried to pin him 
down for an interview, but he was always busy. 
®© v+nipron + adv + v+ady+n 

pin sth ‘down to identify or understand sth 
exactly: There's something wrong with this photo- 
graph but I can’t quite pin it down. ọ Doctors have 
been unable to pin dawn the cause of her symptoms. 
@ v+n/pron+adv e v+adv+n 


‘pin sth on sb to make sb seem responsible or 
take the blame for sth they have not done: They 
fried to pin the blame on me! 
blame 
@ v +n/pron + prep 

R pin (all) your ‘hopes on sb/sth; pin your 

‘faith on sb/sth to rely on sb/sth completely for 
success or help: Police are pinning their hopes on 

finding the murder weapon. 

Pin sth ‘up 1 to fasten sth to a wall, etc. with 
pins: He pinned up a notice on the board. + Can I 

pin this poster up? 2 to ix your hair in place with 
pins: She was pinning her hair up in front of the 
mirror hair 

© v+n/pron+ adv + v+adv+n 
> ‘pin-up 7 1 a picture of an attractive person, 
designed to be put up on the wall for people to 

look at: The walls of his room were covered in pin- 
ups. > He was football's first pin-up boy. 2 a per- 

son who appears in a pin-up 


pine pam; 

pine a'way to become very sad, and sometimes 
ill or weak because sb has died or gone away: 
After his wife died, he just pined away o He 
seemed to be pining away from love. 

@ V+ adv 


‘pine for sb/sth to want or miss sb/sth very 
much: Ske wasn't really pining for Brazil atail. o 
a dog pining for its master 
© v+ prep 


pipe pap; 


pipe ‘down (informa) used to tell sb to be less 
noisy or to stop talking: OK, everybody pipe down! 
@ vt adv 

pipe ‘up (with sth) (informad to begin to speak: 
Debbie suddenly piped up with ‘I’ve seen this film 
before!” 
@ vtadv + v+adv+speech 


piss ipis! 


piss a'bouta'round (4r—£, A, slang) to act ina 
sily or unhelpful way and waste time: We 
haven't got time to piss about. 
A more polite, informal way of saying this 
is mess around or, in British English, mess 
about. 
@ v+ adv 

piss sb a'bout/a'round (BrE, A, slang) to treat 
sb in an unhelpful way that wastes their time: 
Don't piss me about, just tell me the truth! 
A more polite, informal way of saying this 
is mess sb around, or, in British English, mess 
sb about. 
© v+n/pron+ adv 


‘piss down; 'piss it down (BrE, A, slang) to 
rain very heavily: It's still pissing GÒ down out 
there. 

[S083] only Ft pour down (BrE, more formal) 
Piss (it) down is always used with the sub- 
ject it. + A more polite, informal way of saying 
this is chuck it down: It’s stiil chucking it down 
outside. 

© v+adv + vtit+ adv 


piss ‘off (A, slang, especially BrE) used to tell sb 
rudely to go away: I told him to piss off o Piss off 
and leave me alone! 
© vtadv 


piss sb ‘off (A, slang) to make sb annoyed or 
bored: Everybody's pissed off with what's going 
on, > Tt really pisses me off when I see people 
behaving like that. 
Pissed off (BrE; and pissed (AmF) are 
often used as adjectives: I was really pissed off 
with him. A more polite way of saying piss sb off 
is get on sb’s nerves: It really gets on my nerves 
when I see people behaving like that. 
@ vtnipron+ adv è v+adv+n(rare) 


pit pr, (tt) 


Pit sb/sth/yourself a'gainst sb/sth to test 
sbisth/yourself in a struggle or competition with 
sb/sth: it’s a chance to pit yourself against the 
champion. o I'd like to pit my wits against the 
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best minds in the country (= to test my intelli- 
gence). oT like sailing as I enjoy pitting my 
strength against the wind and the waves. 

@ v t+nipron+ prep 


pitch {pits 

pitch ‘in (with sb/sth) (informad) to join in will- 
ingly with sb to help with an activity: We all 
pitched in and soon finished the job. © Lots of 
people pitched in with advice. o Ruth pitches in 
with the adult workers at the stables before she 
goes aff to school. 
& v + adv 

pitch ‘into sb (informal, especiaily BrE) to 
attack or criticize sb: They really pitched into me 
when I refused to cooperate. 
® v+ prep 

pitch ‘into sth (informal, especially BrE) to start 
doing sth with energy and enthusiasm: T rolled 
up my sleeves and pitched into the cleaning. > All 
of them pitched into the fight. 
launch into sth 
@ v+prep 


pivot pva; 

‘pivot on/around sth to depend on a central 
point; to develop from a central idea or point: 
The success of the project pivots on Investment 
from abroad. o The novel pivots around a long 
conversation hetiveen tiwo characters. 
hinge on sth 
@ v+prep 


plan iplaen, (-nn-) 

plan a'head (for sth) to make arrangements in 
advance: It's impossible to plan ahead when 
things keep changing! o We need to plan ahead 
for our retirement. 
@ vtadv 

‘plan on sth: ‘plan on doing sth; ‘plan on sb 
doing sth 1 to intend to do sth: We'd planned on 
having a quiet evening at home tonight. © I'm net 
planning on going to bed yet. 2 (often used in 
negative sentences) to expect sth to happen: We 
hadn't planned on a storm!o They hadn't 
planned on so many people visiting the exhibition. 
® v+ prep 

plan sth ‘out to plan carefully and in detail sth 
that you are going to do in the future: fo plan out 
your timefrouteo I knew exactly where I was 
going — I'd got it all planned out. 
@ vt+adv+n + v+nipron + adv 


plant pant: Amz pænt; 


plant sth ‘out to put plants in the ground so that 
they have enough room to grow 
@ vtadvin« v+pron+ady + v+n+adv (less 


frequen£) 


play at 


pi aster plastan): AmE ‘plas-/ 
plaster ‘over sth to cover sth such as a crack or 


a wall with a substance that is put on wet and 
dries to form a hard, smooth surface (plaster): 
The old brick had been plastered over. 

Plaster over sth is often used in the 


passive. 
® v+prep 
play ipler; 

~ about ~ off 
~ about with ~ off against 
~ along ~on 
~ around ~ aut 
~ around with ~up 
~at ~up to 

208 ~ back =~ upon 
~ down ~ with 


play a'bout (BrE) =PLAY AROUND 
play a'bout with sth (HrE) = PLAY AROUND 


WITH STH 


play a'long (with sb/sth) to pretend to agree with 


sb/sth, to believe sb/sth, ete., to gain an advan- 
tage for yourself, amuse yourself, avoid trouble, 
etc: He realized they'd mistaken him for the 
gardener, but decided tu play along. o I knew he 
was lying. but I decided to play along with him 
fora while. 

@ vt adv 


play a'round (BrE also play a’bout) 1 (with 


sb/sth) to behave in a careless way, without 
thinking about the results: Stop playing about 
and get on with your work! > Don't play around 
with matches! ham mess around (with sb/sth), 
mess around with sth (BrE) > see also PLAY 
AROUND WITH STH 2 (with sb) (informal) to havea 
sexual relationship with sb who is not your 
usual partner 

@ vtadyv 


play a'round with sth (BrE also play a‘bout 


with sth) to test or try new ideas, methods, ete. to 
see how good or effective they are before you 
make a final decision: Play around with the 
spreadsheet until you find the best way to display 
the data. o We're still playing around with ideas 
fora new programme. 

& v+adv+prep 


‘play at doing sth (especially BrE) to do sth 


without any effort or real interest: He’s just play- 
ing at being in love. 

© v+ prep 

WY ‘two can play at ‘that game used to tell sb 
who has played a trick on you that you can do the 
same to them what ls sb playing at? (informal 
used to ask in an angry way about what sb is 
doing: What do you think you're playing at? 


corsa OS og ee er A = 


play sth ‘back (to sb) to play music, sound, film, 
etc. that has been recorded on a tape or video: 
Can you play back what we've just recorded? 
tape 
© v+n/pron+ adv + v+advtn 
» ‘playback 7 [U] [C] the act of playing music, 
showing a film/movie or listening to a telephone 
message that has been recorded before: a record- 
ing that you listen to or watch again: A TV play- 
back showed exactly what had happened. 
iPlay sth ‘down to try to make sth appear less 
important than it is: The government is trying to 
play down its involvement in the affair. 
play up sth, play it‘them up 
Downplay sth is also used with the same 
meaning: The report downplayed the effects of 
large class sizes in schools. i 
®v+adv+n + v+pron+adv + v+n + adv (rare) 
Play ‘off (especially BrE) if two teams, players, 
etc. that have the same number of points in a 
competition play off, they play a final game to 
decide who has won: The two Germans played off 
for a place in the final. i 
@ v+adv 
> ‘play-off n a game or games between two play- 
ers or teams with equal points in a competition 
to decide who the winner is: We're unlikely to 
reach the play-offs. o The title was decided by a 
sudden-death play-off © a play-off final 
play A ‘off against B (8rE)(AmE ‘play A off B) 
to make two people or groups oppose each other, 
especially in order to gain an advantage for your- 
self: (BrE) He tries to play one parent off against 
the other. o (AmE) The children played their par- 
ents off each other. o She played her two rivals off 
against each other and got the job herself 
© v+n/pron + adv+ prep + v+n/pron + prep 


play ‘on 1 (sport) to continue to play; to start play- 
ing again: They claimed a penalty but the referee 
told them to play on. 2 to continue to play music: 
Despite the uproar, the musicians played on. 
@ v+adv 

‘play on sth (also ‘play upon sth more formal) to 
deliberately use sb’s fears, etc. for your own 
advantage: He played on my feelings of guilt to 
make me stay. o The government played on 
people's fears of rising crime to get support for 
their policies. 
EEJ fears exploit sth (formal) 
®© v+prep 

play ‘out (i7formal) if a band, etc. plays out, it 
performs in front of an audience: Serious bands 
should be playing out regularly. o Playing out is 
the best way for a Dd to build a following. 
@ vtadv 

play ‘out; play itselfpthemselves ‘out (/or- 
mal) to develop and come to an end or be no 
longer useful or important: The crisis has yet to 
play out. © The revolution soon played itself out. 


This phrasal verb is usually used in writ- 


ten English. 

@ v+adv + v+pron+adv 

> played ‘out adj completely finished: too tired 
or weak to continue: She was played out — too 
exhausted even to cry. 

Play sth ‘out 1 when an event is played out, or 
sb plays it out, it happens: The negotiations are 
being played out behind closed doors. o She con- 
tinued to play out her role of dutiful daughter. 
Play sth out is often used in the passive. 2 
(especially AmE) to continue to play sth until it 
finishes: We'll play out this game and then go to 
bed. 3 to let a length of rope pass through your 
hands bit by bit 
@ v+adv+n è v+n/pron+adv 

play ‘up; play sb ‘up (informal, especially BrE) 
1 if a part of your body, a machine, etc. plays up 
or plays you up, it causes you problems: My 
leg's playing up again (= it is painful). o My back 
plays me up from time to time. o The car started 
playing up (= not working in a reliable way) 
about six months ago. o The computer's been 
playing me up recently. 2 if children play up or 
play sb up, they behave very badly: The kids 
have been playing up all day. o All kids play new 
teachers up. 

Play up, play sb up are often used in the 
progressive tenses. 
®© v+n/pron+ adv « vtadvtn 

(play ‘up sth; play it‘them ‘up to try to make 
sth appear more important than it really is: She 
played up her achievements in an attempt to 
impress us. 
SSFP) play sth down 
A noun must always follow up, but a pro- 
noun comes between the verb and up. 
@ vtadv+n + v+pron+adv 

play ‘up to sb (BrE) to behave towards sb ina way 
that you think they will like and will bring you an 
advantage: She always played up to her father. 
© v+adv+prep 

Play ‘up to sth (especially BrE) to behave in the 
way that people expect you to: She doesn't look 12. 
People think she’s only 8 or 9, and she plays up to 
this ail the time. 
@ v+adv+ prep 

‘play upon sth = PLAY on STH 

‘play with sb/sth (disapproving) to behave 
towards sb in a way that is not serious, especially 
by pretending to feel sth you do not feel: She was 
just playing with my emotions. 
© v+ prep 

‘play with sth (usually used in the progressive 
tenses) if you play with an idea, you think about 
it, but do not really intend to do anything about 
it: She's playing with the idea of starting her own 
business. 
idea toy with sth 
© v+prep 


J preeeeaeeees 


| 

‘play with yourself (informal) to touch your 
sexual organs in order to give yourself pleasure 

| @ v+prep 


‘plod /pivd; AmE pla:d/ (-dd-) 


pled a'long/‘on to continue doing sth, especially 
~ difficult or boring work, at a very slow rate: Keep 
plodding on — you'll soon be finished! o They're 
still plodding along with their investigation. 
@ vt adv 
plod a'way (at sth) to work steadily but slowly at 
: a difficult or boring task: He plodded away all 
night at his project to get it finished. 
@ vt+adv 


plonk (especially BrE) /plonk; AME plank, 


| 


| plomk/ (AmE usually plunk) 


| plonk 'down; plonk yourself ‘down (infor- 
maD to sit down heavily and quickly: She 
plonked herself down in front of the telly. 
357m) plump down, plump yourself down 
@ vtadv + v+pron+ adv 

plonk sb/sth ‘down (informal) to drop sth or 

put sth down heavily without taking great care: 
She plonked the food down in front of them. © 
Don’t just plonk the baby down on the floor 
@ v+nipron+ adv + v+adv +n (less frequent) 


plough (BrE) (AmE plow) /plau/ 


plough sth ‘back (into sth), plough sth 
back ‘in to put profits back into the business 
that produced them: AH the profits are ploughed 
back into the company. o The director confirmed 
that every penny had been ploughed back in. 
profits, money 
Plough sth back is usually used in the 
passive. 
@ v+nipron+ adv è v+adv+n 
plough ‘into sb/sth (of a vehicle or a driver) to 
crash violently into sb/sth: The car hit a lamp- 
post before ploughing into a wall. 
@ v+prep 
Plough sth ‘into sth; plough sth ‘into 
doing sth to invest a large amount of money on 
a project, a business etc: 850 million will be 
ploughed into the area over the next five years. 
sink sth into sth 
@® v+ripron + prep 
plough ‘on (with sth) to continue to say or do sth 
even though it becomes difficult: No one was lis- 
tening to him but he ploughed on regardless. © 
The path was steep, but we ploughed on until we 
got to the top. 
@ vtadv 
plough ‘through sth: plough your way 
‘through sth 1 to force a way through sth: The 
car ploughed its way through the snow and ice. > 
The journey involved ploughing through 50 miles 
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of swamp land. 2 (of a vehicle or an aircraft) to 
crash violently through sth: The car ploughed 
through the hedge. 3 to slowly do, read or eat all 
of sth even though it is difficult or boring: It took 
me hours to plough through all the mail. o I had 
to plough my way through a mountain of pasta 
because I didn't want to appear rude. 
@v+prep ¢ v+n+prep 

plough sth ‘up 1 to break the surface of an area 
of land that has not been used for growing crops 
before, and turn it over using a special piece of 
farming equipment (a plough): He ploughed up 
the field ready for sowing. ¢ action to prevent 
farmers ploughing up footpaths 2 to break up the 
surface of the ground by walking or driving 
across it again and again: He got so angry he 
ploughed up his neighbour's lawn with his motor- 
bike. 
@ v+adv+n » v+ni/pron + adv 


plow (AmE /plau/ 


plow sth ‘back (into sth), plow sth back ‘in 
(AmE) = PLOUGH STH BACK (INTO STH), PLOUGH 
STH BACK IN 

(plow ‘into sb/sth (AmE) = PLOUGH INTO SB/STH 

plow sth ‘into sth; plow sth ‘into doing 
sth (AmE) = PLOUGH STH INTO STH, PLOUGH STH 
INTO DOING STH 

plow ‘on (with sth) (AmE) = PLOUGH ON (WITH 
STH) 

plow ‘through sth; plow your way 
‘through sth (AmE) = PLOUGH THROUGH STH, 
PLOUGH YOUR WAY THROUGH STH 

plow sth 'up (AmE) = PLOUGH STH UP 


pluck /piak/ 


‘pluck at sth to take hold of sth with your fingers 
and pull it towards you in a quick, sharp move- 
ment: He plucked at my sleeve. ‘Come and sit 
down.’ 
© v+prep 


plug /plag/ (-g9-) 


plug a'way (at sth) (informal to work hard and 
steadily at sth for a long time, especially sth diffi- 
cult or boring: Scientists have been plugging 
away at the problem for years. 
@ vtadyv 

plug ‘in; plug ‘into sth 1 to be able to be con- 
nected to a source of electricity or another piece 
of electrical equipment: Where does the TV plug 
in? o The guitar plugs into this amplifier 2 to 
become involved with a particular activity or 
group of people: T'he company hopes to plug into 
new markets In Asia, 
© v+adv « v+prep 
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plug sth ‘in; plug sth ‘into sth to connect a 
piece of electrical equipment to the electricity 
supply or to another piece of electrical equip- 
ment: Don’t forget to plug the printer in. o Where 
can I plug in my hairdryer? 
unplug sth (from sth) 

È v+n/pron+adv + v+adv+n + v+n/pron+ prep 
> ‘plug-in adj [only before noun] that can be con- 
nected to an electricity supply with a plug (= a 
small plastic object with two or three metal 
pins): a plug-in kettle 

> ‘plug-in n (computing) a piece of software (= 
programs used to operate a computer) that can 
be added to a computer system to give extra fea- 
tures: plug-ins for a palmtop computer o a plug- 
in graphics card 

plug sth ‘into sth 1 = PLUG STH IN, PLUG STH 
INTO STH 2 to connect a computer to a computer 
system > see also PLUG-IN at PLUG STH IN, PLUG 
STH INTO STH 
® v+n/pron + prep 

plug sth ‘up to fill or block a hole with a sub- 
stance or a piece of material that fits tightly into 
it: We plugged up ail the holes around the window 
to stop the wind coming in. 
hole >38Y¥) block sth up 
Plug sth is often used with the same mean- 
ing. 

@ vtadvin « v+n/pron+ adv 


plumb /plam/ 


Plumb sth' in (BrE) to connect a washing- 
machine, a bath, etc. to a water system: He’s 
Plumbed in the new washing machine for me. 

@ v+adv+n + v+n/pron+ adv 


plump /plamp/ 


Plump ‘down; plump yourself ‘down 
(informal) to sit down quickly and heavily: She 
plumped herseif down in the armchatr. 

YA) plonk down, plonk yourself down 
@ vtadv + v+pront+adv 

Plump sth ‘down (informal to put sth down 
suddenly and carelessly: He plumped his books 
down on the table. 

@ v+nipron+ adv + v+adv+n 


‘plump for sb/sth (BrE, informal) to choose or 
vote for sb/sth after thinking about it carefully: J 
think Pll plump for the steak. 
© v+prep 

plump ‘up to become rounder or fatter: Soak the 
raisins until they plump up. 

@ viadyv 

plump sth ‘up to make sth such as a cushion 
rounder and softer by shaking it: Let me plump 
up your pillows for you. 
cushion, pillow 
@ vtadv+n + v+n/pron+ adv 
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plunge /plandz/ 


plunge ‘in; plunge ‘into sth 1 to jump or fall 
in to sth, usually with some force: He plunged 
into the pool. o The car plunged into a gorge. o 
We ran down to the sea and plunged in. 2 to begin 
doing sth or talking about sth without preparing 
for it or thinking carefully: He plunged into the 
task of clearing the office. o I plunged in and 
Started telling him all about it. 
@ v+adv + v+prep 

Plunge sth ‘in; plunge sth ‘In/into sth to 
put sth quickly and with force into sth else: She 
plunged the knife into his leg. o He opened the 
sack and plunged his arm in. 
(653) knife, hand 
@ v+nipront+adv e v+adv+n + v+n/pron+ prep 

plunge ‘into sth = PLUNGE IN, PLUNGE INTO STH 

Plunge ‘into sth; plunge sb/sth ‘into sth to 
be or to make sb/sth suddenly be in a bad situ- 
ation or state: The country plunged into recession. 
© The city was plunged into chaos as a result of 
the strike. o The room was suddenly plunged into 
darkness. 
recession, despair 
Plunge sb/sth into sth is often used in the 
passive. 
@ v+prep + v+n/pron+ prep 

Plunge sth ‘into sth = PLUNGE STH IN, PLUNGE 
STH IN/INTO STH 


plunk /plank/ 


Plunk ‘down; plunk yourself 'down (AmE, 
informal) = PLONK DOWN, PLONK YOURSELF DOWN 
@ vtadv 


Plunk sb/sth 'down (Am, informal) = PLONK 
SB/STH DOWN (figurative) Movie goers plunked 
down $1.7 billion for tickets (= spent that 
amount on tickets) this Summer 
@ vinipron+adv « v+advtn 


ply /plar/ (plies, plying, plied, plied) 


‘ply sb with sth 1 to keep giving sb large 
amounts of sth, especially food and drink: They 
plied us with tea and cakes. 2 to keep asking sb 
questions: They plied me with questions about my 
visit to England. 
© v+n/pron + prep 


point /pomt/ 


point sb/sth ‘out (to sb) to show sb which per- 
son or thing you are referring to, for example by 
moving your head, by describing them/it, etc: 
Will you point his wife out to me if you see her? o 
He drove them around Beverley Hills pointing out 
where the stars lived. o The guide pointed out 
various historic monuments. 
@ v+n/pront+adv + v+adv+n 
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point sth ‘out (to sb) to mention sth in order to 
" give sb information about it or make them notice 
it: He thanked me for pointing out the mistakes in 
his report. o I must point out that my part in the 
rescue was very small. o It must be pointed out 
‘that this new drug is not a miracle cure. o He 
doesn’t like having his faults pointed out to him. © 
‘He's not my father, he’s my stepfather,’ he pointed 
‘out angrily. 
Point sth out is often used in the pattern 
point out that... 
@ vtadv+n « v+n/pron+ adv + v+adv+ speech 
point to sth 1 to mention sth that you think is 
important and/or the reason why a particular 
situation exists: She pointed to unemployment as 
areason for rising crime. 2 if a fact, event or situ- 
ation points to sth, it suggests that this is true or 
likely to happen: All the signs pointed to a success- 
ful year ahead, o The facts seem to point to him 
having been murdered.o She had symptoms 
which pointed to a diagnosis of kidney fatiure. 
@ v+prep 
[Point ‘up sth; point it/them up (BrE, formal 
to give special emphasis to one particular aspect 
of a problem, fact or opinion; to show sth very 
clearly: This incident points up the hostility 
between the two sides. 
A noun must always follow up, but a pro- 
noun comes between the verb and up. 
@ vtadvtn + v+pron+adv 


poke /pəvk; AmE pook/ 


poke a'bouta'round, poke a'bout 
a'round sth (informal) 1 (also poke ‘through 
sth especiaily AmE) to look for sth, especially sth 
that is hidden among other things that you have 
to move: They were poking around in the bushes, 
looking for their ball. o What were you doing pok- 
ing about in my room? He spent his weekends 
poking around dusty old bookshops. © Customs 
officials poked through the containers looking for 
weapons. 2 to try to find out information, espe- 
cially secret or hidden information; to get 
involved in sth that does not concern you: A 
reporter had been poking around, trying to dis- 
cover something in my past. 
@ v+adv « v+prep 

poke a'round; poke a'round sth (AmE, 
informal to move or do things slowly, without 
hurrying: I was just poking around in town all 
morning. 
@ v+adv « v+prep 

‘poke at sth to push your finger, a stick, etc. into 
sth, often several times: She poked at her salad 
with her fork. 
prod at sth 
© v+prep 


ponce 


See Ee + 


poke ‘out; poke ‘out of sth (also poke 
‘through, poke ‘through sth) if sth pokes out or 
pokes out of sth, you can see it because a small 
part is coming through a hole or is no longer 
covered: His toes were poking through the holes in 
his socks. o Two feet poked out from under the 
bed. o There were flowers poking out of holes in 
the wall. 
YE stick out, stick out of sth; stick through, 
stick through sth 
© vtadv + v+adv+prep + v+prep 

poke sth ‘out; poke sth ‘out of sth to move 
sth suddenly forwards or out of sth: The door 
opened and Max poked his head out. o The pony 
poked its nose out of the door as I went past. 
6) head, tongue sy stick sth out, stick sth 
out of sth 
© v+nipron+ adv + v+adv +n (less frequent) + 

v+nipron + adv + prep 

poke ‘through; poke ‘through sth = roxe 
OUT, POKE OUT OF STH 

poke ‘through sth (especially AME) = POKE 
ABOUT/AROUND, POKE ABOUT/AROUND STH 1 

poke ‘up to become visible because a small part 
is coming through a hole, etc: The grass had 
begun to poke up through the snow. 
stick up 
@ v + adv 


polish ‘polis; AmE ‘pa:l-/ 


polish sb ‘off (informal, especially AmE) to kill 
someone: She hired an assassin to polish him off 
@ v+nipron+adv + v+adv+n 

polish sth ‘off (informal) to finish sth quickly, 
especially food or drink: They polished off the 
pudding in no time. o I'll polish off this last bit of 
work, then we can go out. 
@ vt+adv+n + v+n/pron+ adv 

polish sth ‘up 1 to make changes to sth in order 
to improve it: The college needs to polish up its 
image. act, image 2 to improve your skills 
in sth that you have learned but have not used for 
along time: She went on a course to polish up her 
German. 683] French, Italian, etc. brush 
sth up 
@ v+adv+n + v+pron+adv + v+n+ adv (rare) 


ponce /pons; AmE pans/ 


ponce a'bout/a'round (BrE, informal) to do 
silly things in a way that looks ridiculous, espe- 
cially to attract attention; to waste time: He 
ponces around on the show, interviewing mem- 
bers of the audience. > I could have finished that 
job while you've been poncing around! 
@ v+adv 
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POOP /pu:p/ 


Poop ‘out (AmE, slang) 1 (on sth) (also poop 
‘out of sth) to fail to do something that you have 
arranged to do; to stop doing sth because you are 
very tired or afraid: I was supposed to go out last 
night but I pooped out. 2 if amachine poops out, 
it stops working 
© v+adv 1 alsov+ adv + prep 

poop sb ‘out (AmE, informal to make sb very 
tired: A long day at the office poops me out. 
© v+n/pron + adv 
> pooped ‘out adj [not before noun] (informal, 
especially AmE) very tired: I was pooped out after 
a long day at the office. 


POP /pop; AmE pa:p/ (-pp-) 


Pop ‘in (informal, especially BrE) to visit sb/sth 
for a short time: She often pops in for coffee. o PU 
Pop in to see you at the weekend. 
drop in (on sb/at ...) 
® vtadv 


pop sth ‘in/round (BrE) to deliver sth to sb on 
your way to another place: PH pop the library 
books in on my way home. © Could you pop those 
Photos round later? 
28Y®> drop sth by; drop sth in (to sb/sth); drop 
sth off 
© v+n/pron + adv 


pop ‘off (informal, especially BrE) 1 to go or leave 
somewhere, especially for a short time: l'm going 
to pop off early tonight (= leave work early), if it’s 
all right with you. o They just pop off to France 
whenever they feel like it. 2 (old-fashioned) to die: 
When I pop off all my money goes to you. 
@® v+adv 

pop sth 'on (BrE, informal) 1 to put ona piece of 
clothing quickly: He popped on his jacket and 
went out. 2 to turn on a piece of electrical equip- 
ment: TH pop the kettle on and we'll have some 
fea. 
$ v+nipront+adyv + v+adv+n 


Pop ‘out 1 (also pop ‘out of sth) to come out 
from a place suddenly: He just popped out from 
behind a tree. o (figurative) I didn’t mean to tell 
them — it just popped out (= I spoke) before I real- 
ized. > (figurative) His eyes nearly popped out of 
his head (= he was very surprised) when he saw 
what she was wearing. 2 (especially BrE) to leave 
somewhere for a very short time: John’s just 
popped out to get a newspaper. 

© v+adv 1 also v + adv + prep 

pop ‘over/round (BrE) to visit sb’s home for a 
short time: Pop over if you feel lonely. 

1 drop by; drop over (especially AmE) 

@ vtadv 


potter 


Pop ‘up (informal) to appear or happen when you 


do not expect it: He seems to pop up in the most 
unlikely places. o When you click with the mouse, 
a menu pops up. 

@ vtadv 

> ‘pop-up adj [only before noun] 1 (of a book, 
ete.) having pictures that stand up when you 
open the pages: a pop-up book 2 (computing) a 
pop-up function is one that appears quickly on 
the screen when you choose it while you are 
working on another document: a pop-up 
menulwindow 


pore /pav(r)/ 


‘pore over sth to study sth by looking at it or 


thinking about it very carefully: She was poring 
over an old map. 
© v+prep 


post {paust; AmE poust/ 


post sth ‘off (to sb) (BrE) to send sth to sb by 


post/mail: J posted a letter off to you this morning. 
63) letter, parcel mall sth off; send sth 
off (to sb) 

You can also use post a letter, etc., but this 
often refers to the action of putting the letter in 
the mailbox: Did you remember to post my letter 
when you went out? 

® v+n/pron+adv + v+adv+n 


post sth ‘up to put a notice, etc. up on a wall so 


that people can see it: The exam results will be 
posted up in the hall. 
© v+nipron+adv + vtadvtn 


potter (875 /‘pota(r); AmE pat-/ (4mE 


putter) 


a'bout/a'round; potter a'bout/ 
a'round sth to do things or move without 
hurrying, especially when you are doing sth that 
you enjoy and that is not important: They spent 
the day pottering about by the river. o She was 
happy just pottering around the house. 

the house, the garden 

© v+adv + v+prep 


POUNCE /pauns/ 
‘pounce on sb/sth (also ‘pounce upon sb/sth 


more formal) to quickly notice sth that sb has 
said or done, and criticize it or use it for your 
own advantage: As soon as I opened my mouth, 
the teacher pounced on me. o He said something 
silly and the other boys pounced on if at once. 
seize on sth (more formal) 

Pounce on/upon sb/sth can be used in the 
passive: His mistake was pounced on by the press. 
@ v+prep 


D to accept an opportunity, etc. with enthu- 
: She pounced on. the opportunity to work 


jound sth ‘out to play a tune on a musical 
instrument very loudly: Cole was pounding outa 
tune on the piano. o (figurative) She pounded out 
her poems on an old typewriter. 

M vtadvin è v+prontadv + v+n + adv (less 


| frequent) 


UF po:r) 
jour sth a'way to get rid of a liquid by empty- 


ing it out of its container: He poured the water 
away after he finished washing the car 
@ vtnipront+ adv + v+adv+n 
‘pour down to rain heavily: It's pouring down. © 
The rain poured down all weekend. 
SYD pelt down 
Pour is also used with this meaning, but 
only with the subject it It’s pouring (with rain). 
© v+adv 
> ‘downpour ma heavy shower of rain 
pour ‘forth; pour ‘forth sth (forma/) to appear 
or to produce sth from somewhere in large num- 
bers or amounts: The doors opened and a crowd of 
peopie poured forth. o He poured forth a stream of 
bitter accusations. 
@ vtadv e vtadven 
"pour ‘in; pour ‘Into sth to arrive somewhere in 
~ large numbers or amounts: Complaints poured 
in after last night’s programme. © Sunlight 
poured in through the windows. o Fans were still 
pouring into the stadium. 
flood in, flood into sth 
@ vtadv ¢ v+prep 
pour sth ‘into sth to provide a large amount of 
money for sth: The council has been pouring 
money into the area. 
@ vt nipron + prep 
pour sth ‘off to remove some of the liquid froma 
container, cooking pot, etc. by pouring: When the 
fish is cooked, pour off the water. 
@ vtadv+n « v+n/pron+ adv 
Npour ‘out; pour sth ‘out 1 (also pour ‘out of 
~ sth, pour sth ‘out of sth) to come out or fo pro- 
duce sth from somewhere in large amounts or 
numbers: Black smoke poured out of the engine. 
© People poured out through the gates. © Factory 
chimneys poured out smoke. 2 when feelings or 
words pour out, or sb pours them out, they are 
expressed, usually after they have been kept hid- 
den for some time: AL her feelings of resentment 


preside 
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just came pouring out. © The whole story then 
poured out. © He poured out his troubles to me. 
@ vtadv + v+adv+n + v+pron+adv + vtn+adv 
(less frequent) 
4 alsov+adv+prep + v+n/pron + adv + prep 
» ‘outpouring 7 1 [usually pl] a strong and sud- 
den expression of feeling: Ske hated having to 
listen to his passionate outpourings. 2 a large 
amount of sth produced in a short time: a 
remarkabie outpouring of scholarship 


POWET /'pava(r)/ 

power ‘up; power sth ‘up if a machine 
powers up, or sb/sth powers it up, it is switched 
on and becomes ready to use: Switch on the com- 
puter then wait for it to power up. © This switch 
will power up the monitor. 
@ v+adv « v+advtn + vt+n/pron+ adv 


precede /prisi:d/ 


‘precede sth with sth (formal) to do or say sth 
before the main thing that you want to do or say: 
They often precede their performances with a 
short talk or display. 

@ v+ni/pron + prep 


predispose | pri:dr'spavz; AME -'spouz/ 


predi'spose sb to sth (also predi'spose sb 
towards sth less frequent) (format to make sb 
more likely to do something or to suffer from a 
particular illness: Cigarette advertising predis- 
poses children to smoking. © His lifestyle predis- 
posed him to high blood pressure. o Certain 
people may be predisposed to mental illness. 
Predispose sb toftowards sth is often 
used in the passive: He believes that some people 
are predisposed to criminal behaviour. 
® v+r/pron+ prep 


preface /‘prefas/ 

‘preface sth by/with sth; ‘preface sth by 
doing sth (formal) to say sth before you start 
making a speech, answering a question, ete: It is 
heipful if an interviewer prefaces each group of 
questions with a brief explanation. 

@ v+nipron + prep 


prefix /‘pri:fiks/ 

‘prefix A to B; 'prefix A with B to add letters, 
numbers or words to the beginning of a number 
or word: Prefix 020 to the number you want to call. 
o Prefix the number you want to call with 020. 

@ v+n/pron + prep 


preside jprrzaid/ 


pre'side over sth (formal) to lead or be in 
charge of a meeting, ceremony, etc: She presided 
over the meeting. o The court is presided over by a 
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single judge. o (figurative) His government pre- 
sided over (= were responsible for) a massive 
increase In unemployment. 

Preside over sth can be used in the passive 
in its basic meaning. 


© v+prep 
press /pres/ 


press a'head/on (also press ‘forward less Jre- 
quent) (with sth) to continue moving forward 
quickly; to continue to do a task in a determined 
way: He pressed on, even though it was now dark. 
© They decided to press ahead with their plans. 
forge ahead (with sth) 
@ v+adv 


‘press for sth: 'press sb for sth to make 
repeated and urgent requests for sth: The unions 
are pressing Jor a pay rise. o I must press you for a 
reply 
339%) push for sth, push sb for sth 
© v*prep 

press ‘forward = press AHEAD/ON 


Press ‘In (on/upon sb) to move nearer to sb ina 
way that seems likely to cause harm: He felt as if 
the walls were pressing in on him. 

33%) close in (on sb/sth) 
@ v+adv 
,Pre@Ss On = PRESS AHEAD/ON 


‘press sth on sb to try to make sb accept sth, 
even though they may not want it: She pressed 
cake and tea on us. 
© v+n/pron + prep 


presume /prv‘zjwm; AmE -'zu:m/ 


presume on/upon sth (/ormal) to use sb's 
friendship or kindness for your own advantage 
in an unfair way: J felt it would be presuming on 
our friendship to keep asking her for help. 
Bal friendship, hospitality 
Presume on/upon sth can be used in the 
passive. 


@ v+ prep 


pretend /pri'tend/ 


pre'tend to sth (ormal) (usually used in nega- 
tive sentences and questions) to claim to be or 
have sth, especially when it is not true: J don’t 
pretend to any great knowledge of the situation. 
© v + prep 


prevail /prrveu/ 


pre'vail on/upon sb (to do sth) (orman) to per- 
suade sb to do sth: Can I prevail on you to play the 
plano for us? 
Prevail on/upon sb can be used in the pas- 
sive: She was prevailed upon to give one final per- 
Jormance. 
©v+prep 


prey /pre:/ 


‘prey on sb (also ‘prey upon sb more formal) to 
treat sb who is weaker than you in an unfair or 
dishonest way in order to get sth or gain an 
advantage for yourself: The thieves have been 
preying on elderly people living alone. 
explolt sb 
Prey on/upon sb can be used in the passive 
®© v+ prep 
prey on sb's ‘mind if a problem or a thought 
preys on your mind, you think and worry 
about it all the time 

‘prey on sth (also ‘prey upon sth more formal) if 
a bird or an animal preys on/upon another bird 
or animal, it hunts and kills it for food: They prey 
on small mammals. 

Prey on/upon sth can be used in the pas- 
sive: These small fish are preyed upon by sharks 
and other fish. 

® v+prep 


pride /praid/ 


‘pride yourself on sth: ‘pride yourself on 
doing sth to be proud of sth such as a personal 
quality or a skill: She had always prided herself 
on her appearance. 


@ v>pron+ prep 


print /prmt/ 


print sth ‘off/out to produce a document or 
information from a computer in printed form: 
PU print off enough copies for everyone to have 
one. ò I'm waiting for the results to be printed out. 
copy 
@ v+adv+n è v+nipron+adv 
> ’printout 7 a printed copy of information in a 
computer file: She asked for a printout of the pre- 
vious year’s accounts. 


prise (BrE) (AmE prize) /prarz/ (also pry /pray/ 
especially AmE) 


Prise sth ‘out of sb; ‘prise sth from sb to 
obtain some information, etc. from sb with great 
difficulty: 7 finally managed to prise his new 
address out of her. o She had a way of prising 
secrets from people. © You'll be lucky to prise any 
money oul of him! 
© v+ npron +adv + prep + v+ pron + prep 


prize (Am£) /prar/ 

prize sth ‘out of sb; 'prize sth from sb = 
PRISE STH OUT OF SB, PRISE STH FROM SB 

pP roceed /pra'si:d: AmE prou-/ 


pro'ceed against sb (formal, law) to start a 
court case against sb: / shall instruct my solicitor 
to proceed against you for trespass. 


G Proceed against sh can be used in the 
Ssive. 

®v*prep 

Hro'ceed from sth (orma) to be caused by or 
ihe the result of sth: The dispute proceeded from a 
lorong interpretation of the law. 

@v+prep 


> DG /prod: AmE pra:d/ (-dd-) 


irod at sth to press sth with your finger or with 
A pointed object, especially to see what it is, or 
what it is made of, etc: He prodded at the plate of 
with his fork. 

SYR) poke at sth 

$ v+ prep 


pronounce /pre'nauns/ 


Bpreunce for/against sb/sth to give a 

idgement in a court of law for or against sb/sth 
@ v+prep 

[Pronounce on/upon sth (formal) to express 
an opinion or give a judgement on sth: The minis- 

ter will pronounce on the situation today. 


© v+prep 


{prop; AME pra:p/ (-pp-) 


irop sb ‘up: prop yourself ‘up to support a 
person by putting sth under or behind them: We 
Propped her up with a pillow. o He tried to prop 
himself up on his elbow. 

$ V+ n/pron+ adv èe v+adven 

3 sth ‘up 1 to keep sth upright or stop sth 
from falling by putting sth under or behind it: A 
Jamily photo was propped up against some books 
on her desk. © The tree had to be propped up with 
thick posts. 2 to support sth that jis having finan- 
cial, political, etc. difficulties: The regime is 
being propped up by foreign aid. o The govern- 
ment will no longer prop up inefficient industries. 
@ v+n/pron+ adv » vt adv+n 


provide /pro'vard; 


pro'vide against sth (formal) to make plans in 
order to deal with or prevent a bad or unpleasant 
situation: Does your insurance provide against 
loss of income? 
Provide against sth can be used in the 
passive. 
® v+prep 

\pro'vide for sb to give sb the things that they 
need to live, such as food, money and clothing: 
How will she provide for six children? > My fam- 
ily will be well provided for if I die. 
children, family 
Provide for sb can be used in the passive. 
© v+ prep 


Ji. 


eater PEeent tT ere t TTC Cer Lor) 


pro'vide for sth (forma) 1 to make plans or 
arrangements to dea) with sth that may happen 
in the future: The budget provides for rising infla- 
tion. allow for sth 2 (of a law, etc.) to make 
it possible for sth to be done: European legisla- 
tion provides for expansion of the EU. 
Provide for sth can be used in the passive. 


@ v + prep 


prowl jpraul/ 


prowl a'round; prowl a'round sth (also 
prowi a'bout/round, prow! a'bout'round sth 
especially BrE) 4 to move quietly and carefully 
around an area, often with the intention of com- 
mitting a crime: There was someone prowling 
around outside. o Why were you prowling about 
the building so late? 2 to walk around a room, a 
building, etc., because you are worried, bored or 
wnable to relax: Her husband prowled about rest- 
lessly. o She got up and prowled around the room. 
® v+adv « v+ prep 


Pry (AmE) /prai/ (pries, prying, pried, pried) 


pry sth ‘out of sb: ‘pry sth from sb = prise 
STH OUT OF SB, PRISE STH FROM SB 


psych jsark/ 


psych sb ‘out (informal) to make an opponent 
feel less confident by saying or doing things that 
make you seem better, stronger, etc. than them: 
The other team tried to psych us out before the 
game started. 
® v+nipron+ adv e v+adv4+n 

psych sb ‘up; psych yourself ‘up (for sth) 
(informal) to prepare sb/yourself mentally for 
sth difficult or unpleasant, such as a game, an 
exam, an interview, etc: Boxers need to psych 
themselves up for the fight. o ld got psyched up 
for the interview but then if was cancelled at the 
very last minute! 
© v>+n/pron+ adv « v+adven 


puff pat; 


puff a'way (aton sth) (informal (usually used In 
the progressive tenses) to smoke a pipe, cigarette, 
etc., often when you are thinking deeply: He 
stood looking out of the window, puffing away at 
his pipe. 
® v+adv 

puff sth ‘out to make sth larger and rounder by 
filling it with air: She puffed out her cheeks in 
anger. © Her hair was puffed out round her face. 
cheeks, chest 
© v+nipron+ adv « v+adven 


puff up 216 
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puff ‘up: puff sth 'up to swell or to make sth 
swell and increase in size: He could feel his face 
puffing up where Mark had hit him. o He puffed 
up his chest like an exotic bird. © The medicine 
makes my ankles puff up. 
@ vtadyv « v+adv+n « v+n/pron+adv 
be puffed up with ‘pride, self-im'portance, 
etc. to be too full of pride, self-importance, etc: 
She was so puffed up with conceit she didn’t notice 


people were avoiding her. 
pull psi; 

~ ahead, ahead of ~ off 
~ apari =- on 
~ aside ~ out, out of 
~at ~ over 
~ away ~ through 
~ back 218 ~to 
~ down = together 
~ for ~ under 

217 ~in = up 
= into 


pull a'head; pull a'head of sb/sth to move in 
front of sb/sth, especially suddenly or unexpec- 
tedly: 7 pulled ahead of the other runners on the 
fast straight 
® v+adv ə v+adv ¢ prep 


pull sb/sth a'part 1 to separate sb/sth, often 
people or animals that are fighting: If took sev- 
eral of us to pull them apart. 33) separate 
sb/sth (more formal) 2 to severely criticize 
sb/sth: She pulled my work apari and made me do 
It again. 
@& v+nipron + adv è y+ adv +n (less frequent) 


pull sth a'part to destroy sth or separate sth 
into pieces by pulling parts of it in different dir- 
ections: J pulled the machine apart, but couldn't 
find what was wrong with it. o The fox was pulled 
apart by the dogs. 
® v+nipron+adv « v+ adv +n (less frequent 

pull sb a’‘side to take sb to a quiet corner or 
place to talk to them privately: J pulled him aside 
to warn him not to say anything. 
take sb a'side 
@ v + nipron + adv 

pull sth a'side to move sth such as a curtain so 
that you can see sth: She pulled the curtain aside 
to reveala small door 
curtain 
@ v+nipron+ adv « v+ adven 

‘pull at sth 1 to pull sth lightly several times 
especially to gain attention: The little boy pulled 
anxiously at her sleeve. 2 = PULL ON/AT STH 
tug at sth 
© v+ prep 

pull a'way (from sth) 1 when a vehicle pulls 
away, it begins to move: The train was pulling 
away as we reached the station. o 1 started the 
engine and pulled away from the kerb. 2 to grad- 


ually move further in front of sb/sth; to start to 
win a game or competition by getting more 
points than your opponent: The British boat 
began to pull away from the Italians (= in a race). 
© The German pair pulled away to finish three 
games ahead (= in tennis). 3 (from sb/sth) to 
move quickly away from sb/sth: She pulled away 
from him in horror 

® v+adv 


pull sb/sth a'way (from sb/sth) to make sb/sth 
move away from sb/sth: J pulled her away from 
the edge. 
@ v + nipron+ adv è v+adv+n 

pull ‘back 1 (from sb/sth) to move backwards 
away from sb/sth: He pulled back and stared at 
her in disbelief. © The camera then pulled back to 
a wider view. 2 to decide not to do sth you were 
intending to do, usually because of possible 
problems: Their sponsors pulled back from finan- 
cing the movie. withdraw 
@ v> adv 

pull 'back; pull sb/sth 'back 1 to move back 
from a place; to make an army move back from a 
place 2 (BrE, sport) to improve a team’s position 
in a game: Rangers pulled back to 4-8. > They 
pulled back a goal in the last few minutes of the 
game. 
@® v+ adv e vy adven è venipron+ adv 

pull sb/sth ‘back ta hold sb/sth and move 
them/it backwards, sideways or away from sth: 7 
pulled the child back from the edge. o He pulled 
back the curtain. © She pulled the sheet back to 
show us the wound, 
© v+nipron+ adv +» v+adv+n 


pull sb ‘down (informal, especially AME) to have 
a bad effect on sb’s health or happiness: Tie 
strain is really pulling me down. 
gat sb down 
® V+ n/pron+ adv è v+adven 

pull sth ‘down 1 to move sth from a higher toa 
lower position: She pulled down the blinds and 
locked the door. © He dried his hands and pulled 
down his sleeves. blinds, trousers, arm 2 
(especially BrE to destroy a building completely: 
My oid school has been pulled down. house, 
bullding ®©) demolish sth (more formal 3 
(computing) to make a list of possible choices 
appear on a computer screen by pressing one of 
the buttons on the mouse 4 (slang) = PULL STH IN 
@ v+nipron+ adv » v+ adv+n 
> ‘pulldown adj (only before noun) used to 
describe a list of possible choices that appears 
on a computer screen below a title: a puli-down 
menu 

‘pull for sb/sth (AmE) to support and encourage 
sh/sth and hope they will be successful: Hang in 
there, we're all pulling for you to win! 
root for sb/sth 
© v+ prep 


‘in; pull ‘into sth 41 if a train or a bus pulls 
it arrives somewhere and stops: The express 
Hed in on time. © The coach pulled into bay 27. 
BrE) if a vehicle or a driver pulls in, they 
Jve to the side of the road and stop: Pull in in 
nt of the bus. o He pulled into the parking lot 
dl turned off the engine. 
7) draw in, draw Into sth 
H pull out, pull out of sth 
Vtadv > v+prep 
‘pull-in 7 (old-fashioned, BrE) an area at the 
je of a road where drivers can stop; a restaur- 
it for drivers at the side of a road 
it sb ‘in 1 (informad to bring sb to a police sta- 
On in order to ask them questions: The police 
"ve pulled him in for questioning. bring sb 
[2 if an event or a show pulls people in, it 
tracts people in large numbers: The show is 
Hl pulling in the crowds. crowds, custom- 
fa 337) get sb in 
» Tv+nipron+adv « ve advin 
“2y+adv+n ə v+n/pron+ adv 
Ht sth ‘bn (also pull sth ‘down slang) (infor- 
ial) to earn a particular amount of money: He 
lust be pulling in a hundred thousand. 
b¥t+adv+n è v+n/pron + adv (rare) 
i ‘off; pull ‘off sth (of a vehicle or its driver) 
b leave the road in order to stop for a short time: 
le pulled off onto the verge. oI pulled off the 
igin road and stopped. 
y+ adv è v+prep+n 
lt sb/sth ‘off; pull sb/sth ‘off sb/sth to force- 
Milly pull away sb/sth attacking sb/sth else: They 
Med to pull off the dogs with their hands. ò He had 
0 be pulled off the older man by two policemen. 
DV +adv+n s v+n/pron+ adv è v*n/pron+ prep 
ull sth ‘off 1 to remove an item of clothing 
ickly or with difficulty: She pulled off her hat 
and gloves. S5¥® take sth off pull sth on 2 
informal to succeed in doing or achieving sth 
ficult: The goalie pulled off a terrific save. o if 
one can pull it off, I’m sure you can. 3) 
g sth off 
4 v+n/pron+ adv è v>adven 
2vtadv+n ə v+pron<adv « v+n+adv(rare) 
ul sth ‘on to put an item of clothing on quickly 
Or with difficulty: 7 pulled my shorts on and ran 
putside. 
THY put sth on pull sth off 
$ ¥+nipron + adv è v+adven 
pull on/at sth to take long deep breaths from a 
A Gigarette. etc: She pulled on her cigar. 
OH) cigarette, cigar 
® v + prep 
Pull ‘out 1 (als pull ‘out of sth) if a train or bus 
pulls out, it leaves a place: The train pulled out 
(of the station) on time. draw out, draw out 
ol eth 55>) puli In, pull into sth 2 [+ adv/prep]) 
(of a vehicle or its driver) to move away from the 


217 


puti through 


side of a road, from behind sth, etc: J pulled out 
onto the main road.oA white van suddeniy 
pulled out in front of me. 
® v+adv 1 also v + adv + prep 

pull ‘out; pull ‘out of sth; pull sb/sth ‘out; 
pull sb/sth ‘out of sth 1 to move or to make 
sb/sth move away from sth or stop being involved 
in it: They are pulling their troops out of the war 
zone. 2 (also pull ‘out of doing sth, pull sb/sth 
‘out of doling sth) to stop being involved in sth or 
decide not to do sth you had promised to do; to 
make sb do this: 7he other firm wanted to pull oul 
of the deal. o The manager has pulled the team 
out of the competition. © The company ts puiling 
out of sponsoring the team. 
back out, back out of sth, back out of 
doing sth; withdraw (from sth), withdraw 
sb/sth (from sth) (more forma!) 
@ v+ adv è v*prap + v+nipron + adv + 

v+¢adv+n « v+n/pron + adv + prep 

> ‘pull-out 7 an act of taking an army away from 
an area; an act of taking an organization out of a 
system, a deal, etc: thelr unexpected pull-out from 
the competition 
-> see also PULL-OUT at PULL STH OUT, PULL STH 
OUT OF STH 


pull sth ‘out; pull sth ‘out of sth 1 to take sth 
out of somewhere by pulling: He pulled an envel- 
ope out of his pocket. o The woman suddenly 
pulted out a knife. 2 to remove sth from sth else; 
to separate sth from sth else: / pulled out the mid- 
dle page of the magazine to show him. 
® v+nipron+ adv « v+n/pron + adv + prep 
> ‘pull-out n a part of a magazine, newspaper, etc. 
that can be taken out easily and kept separately: 
an eight-page pull-out o a pull-out guide to health 
> see also PULL-OUT al PULL OUT, PULL OUT OF 
STH, PULL SB/STH OUT, PULL SB/STH OUT OF STH 

‘pull ‘over; pull sb/sth ‘over to move or to 
make sb/sth move, to the side of the read and 
stop: He pulled over and jumped out of the car. o I 
pulled over to let the ambulance pass. © A police 
car pulled me over. 
@ v+adv « v+n/pron+ adv « v+adv+n 

pull ‘through: pull ‘through sth; pull sb 
‘through: pull sb ‘through sth 1 to get bet- 
ter after an illness; to help sb get better after an 
illness: Few people expected him to pull through 
after the accident. o She has pulled through the 
operation remarkably well. o He suffered terrible 
injuries, but his courage pulled him through. 2 to 
succeed in doing sth very difficult or in dealing 
with difficult problems; to help sb do this: He's 
got his problems at school, but with help he'll pull 
through. o It’s going to be tough but we'll pull 
through it together. © She relied on her business 
experience to pull her through. 
@® v+adv « v+prap « v+n/pron+ adv e 

y+ n/pron + prep 


pull to 218 219 
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push in 


pull sth 'to if you pull a door or a window to, you get a better view. 2 to treat sb/sth as if they/it are 


> ‘pull-up 72 an exercise in which you hold onto a inch /pantf} 


clase it or almost close it by pulling it towards 
you: Pull the door to on your way out. 

only door, window 

8X) shut sth push sth to 

© v + n/pron + adv 


pull to'gether if a group of people pull 
together, they act or work together in order to 
achieve sth: Jf we all pull together, we'll finish by 
Friday. 

© v+ adv 

Pull sth to'gether 1 to make all the different 
parts of an organization, an activity, etc. work 
together in a successful way: His inspired leader- 
Ship pulled the party together. 2 to organize a var- 
iety of ideas, etc. in a logical and careful way: 
This lecture pulls together several recent theories. 
© v+nipron+ adv + vt+tadven 

pull yourself to‘gether to gain control of your 
feelings and start to act in a calm and sensible 


high bar above your head and pull yourself up 
towards it: Ske does 50 pull-ups and 100 sit-ups 
every morning. 


pull yourself 'up 1 to move your body into an 


upright position, especially by holding sth 
firmly and using force: Julia pulled herself up 
from the sofa. o I pulled myself up to my full 
height and glared angrily at Dan. 2 to stop doing 
or saying sth very suddenly: I started to ask 
about her family, but pulled myself up sharply 
when I saw she was getting upset. 

draw yourself up 

-> see aiso PULL SB UP 

@ v + pron + adv 

EM pull yourself up by your (own) ‘bootstraps 
(informal) to Improve your situation yourself. 
without help from other people 


pump /pamp/ 


way: She made a great effort to pull herself pump sth ‘in; pump sth ‘into sth to give 


together o Stop 
together! 

®© v + pron+ adv 
pull sb/sth ‘under to make sb/sth become com- 
pletely covered in water: He felt the waves pulling 
Aim under. 

@ v +n/pron + adv 


„pull ‘up (of a vehicle, or its driver) to stop, espe- 
cially for a short time: He pulled up alongside me 
at the traffic lights. o A taxi pulled up outside. 
wD draw up 

® v+ adv 


pull sb ‘up 4 (BrE) lon/for sth) (informal to criti- 
cize or correct sb for sth they have done badly or 
wrong: She pulled him upon his untidy handwrit- 
ing. > Iwas pulled up for not using the correct pro- 
cedure. 2 to make sb stop doing or saying sth very 
suddenly: The shock of his words pulled me up 
Short. © The expansion of industry was pulled 
up sharply by an economic crisis. draw sb 
up 

> see also DRAW YOURSELF UP 

@ v+nipron+ adv e v+adv+n 

pull sth ‘up 1 to move sth from a lower toa 
higher position: She pulled her shorts up and put 
a T-shirt on. 2 to remove sth from the ground 
with force: Kids had pulled all the shrubs up. 3 
(to sth) to bring sth such as a chair closer to 
sb/sth: Pull up a chair and sit down. draw 
sth up 

@ v+nipron+ adv e vtadvt+n 

pull your ‘socks up (BrE) to try to develop a 
more serious, responsible attitude to your work; 
to improve your behaviour: He'll have to pull his 
socks up if he wants to pass that exam. 


crying and pull ‘yourself 


large amounts of money or resources to sth: Mil- 
lions have been pumped into this industry. 
money inject sth (into sth) 

© vtnipron+ adv + v+adv+n + v+ni/pron+ prep 


Pump ‘out; pump ‘out of sth; pump sth 


‘out; pump sth ‘out of sth 1 (of a liquid) to 
come out of somewhere or to be produced from 
somewhere with force and in large amounts: 
Blood was pumping out of the wound. o Cars are 
pumping out tons of poliutants every year 2 if 
music, sound, etc. pumps out or sb pumps it 
out, it is produced from somewhere very loudly 
and for a long time: Heavy metal was pumping 
out of huge speakers. 

© vtadv +» v+adv+prep « vtadven + 

v+ni/pron + adv + v+n/pron+ adw + prep 


pump sth ‘out; pump sth ‘out of sth to 


remove a gas, liquid, etc. from inside sth with a 
pump: The fire brigade pumped out the basement. 
© The fire brigade pumped the water out of the 
basement. 
® v+nipron+adv è v+tadv+n « 

v+ nipron + adv + prep 


Pump sb ‘up; pump yourself ‘up (informal, 


especiaily AmE) to make sb feel more excited or 
determined about sth: I was really pumped up for 
the race. 

{Wa Pump sb up is often used in the passive. 
@ vtadvtn » v+n/pron+ adv 


pump sth ‘up 1 to fillatyre, etc. with air usinga 


pump: Pump your tyres up before you set off 2 
(informal, especially BrE) to increase the 
amount, value or volume of sth: They always 
pump their prices up before Christmas. 

© v+n/pron+ adv + v+adv+n 


inch ‘in/out; punch sb ‘in/out (AmE) to 
record the time that you arrive at or leave work, 
by putting a card into a machine; to do this for sb 
@lse: He punched in ten minutes late. o I was in 
such a hurry to leave that I forgot to punch out. > 
Would you punch me in? lm going to be late. 
BY clock in/on, clock sb infon (BrE), clock 
offiout (Bré) 
@® vtadvy + v+n/pron+ adv 
unch sth ‘in; punch sth ‘into sth to put 
‘information into a computer, ete. by pressing 
keys: She punched in the security code and the 
door opened. 
@ vtadvin +» v+nipron+ adv è v+n/pron+ prep 
nch ‘out; punch sb ‘out (AmE) = PUNCH 
IN/OUT, PUNCH $B IN/OUT 
nch sb ‘out (AmE, informal) to hit sb repeat- 
edly: Touch my car and Pll punch you out. 
YW beat sb up 
-> see also PUNCH IN/OUT, PUNCH SB IN/OUT 
® v +n/pron + adv 
punch sth ‘out 1 to press a combination of but- 
‘tons or keys on a computer, telephone, etc: He 
picked up the phone and punched out Donna’s 
number 2 to hit sth very hard and make a hole in 
it or make sth fall out: The burglar had punched 
out a pane of glass to open the window. 
@ vt+advtn « v+ni/pron+ adv 


push {pul 

| 
~ about 220 ~ off 
~ ahead/forward/on ~on 
~ around ~ onfonto 
~ aside ~ out, out of 
~ away ~ Over 
~ back ~ past 
~ by/past ~ through 
~ for ~to 
~ forward ~ towards 
~= jn ~ up 


pe 


Push sb a'bout (especially BrE) = PUSH 8B 

C AROUND 

„push a'head/'forward/on (with sth) to con- 

-| tinue with a plan in a determined way: They 
pushed ahead with the modernization pro- 
gramme. 
+ see also PUSH ON 

| @vtadv 

push sb around (also push sb a'bout espe- 
cially BrE) (informal to order sb to do things ina 
threatening or unpleasant way: Don’t let him 
push you around. 
> v + nipron + adv 

Push sb/sth a'side 1 to move sb/sth to a pos- 
ition where they do not prevent you from going 
somewhere or doing sth: He pushed her aside and 
went into the room. © I pushed the curtain aside to 


not important; to avoid thinking about sb/sth: 
When his sister brought home a school friend, he 
feilt pushed aside and abandoned. o Emma imme- 
diately pushed the unpleasant thought aside. 
@ v+nipron+adv e vtadvtn 
push sb/sth a'way to remove sb/sth from in 
front of you with your hands or arms, to show 
that you do not want them/it: He offered to help. 
but she pushed him away. o She pushed her plate 
away. ‘I’m not hungry.’ o (figurative) Had he lied 
to me? I pushed the thought away. 
@ v+nipron + adv + v+adv+n 
push sb ‘back 1 to use force to make sb move 
backwards, especially by using your hands or 
arms: The police pushed the protesters back. 2 if 
sb pushes soldiers, an army, etc. back, they 
force them to move away from a place: Magnus’s 
army was gradually pushed back into a defensive 
circle. 
@ v+nipron+adv è v+advtn 
push sth ‘back 1 to make sth move backwards 
by using your hands, arms, legs, etc: He pushed 
his chair back and stood up. 2 to make the time or 
date of a meeting, etc. later than originally 
planned: The release of their new album has been 
pushed back until early next year. 
© vi+nipront+adv + vtadvtn 
push ‘by/'past; push ‘by/past sb to use force 
to go past other people, rudely making them 
move to one side: She pushed by without saying a 
word. o He followed me to the door and pushed 
past me into the house. 
@ v+adv e v+prep 
‘push for sth; ‘push sb for sth to keep asking 
for sth, or asking sb to do sth, because you think 
it is very important: We are pushing hard for 
électoral reform. o They're pushing me for a deci- 
sion on the matter. 
BYN press for sth, press sb for sth 
$È v+prep + v+n/pron+ prep 
push ‘forward 1 to move forward through a 
group of people until you are near the front: She 
pushed forward through the crowd. 2 = PUSH 
AHEAD/FORWARD/ON 3 if soldiers, an army, etc. 
push forward, they move forward against the 
enemy, especially with some difficulty 
@ v + adv 
push sb/yourself ‘forward to try to make sb 
notice sb/yourself, especially in order to obtain 
sth such as a job or a move to a more important 
job: He’s not the sort of person who pushes himself 
forward. 
@ v+n/pron + adv 
push ‘in (Br£, informal to move in front of other 
people who are waiting in a line: They thought I 
was trying to push in at the head of the queue. 
cut In (AmE) 
@ v+adv 
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push ‘off 1 (informal, especially BrE) used to tell 
sb rudely to go away: Push off and leave me in 
peace! 2 to leave sb/a place, especially in order to 
go home: It's time I pushed off and did some work. 
3 (from sth) to move away from the shore in a 
boat, or from the side of a swimming pool: He 
pushed off from the bank and rowed downstream. 
® v + adv 

push ‘on 41 (to...) to continue travelling some- 
where: We decided to push on to Kobe. 2 = PUSH 
AHEAD/FORWARD/ON 
@ vt adv 

‘push sth on/onto sb totry to make sb accept or 
buy sth they do not really want: He keeps pushing 
his attentions on her. 
@ v + n/pron + prep 

push sb ‘out; push sb ‘out of sth to make sb 
leave a place or an organization: He refused to 
resign, so his colleagues pushed him out. ò 
Patients are being pushed out of hospital before 
they are really ready. 
@ v+nipron+ adv + vtadvtn eè 

v+n/pron + adv + prep 

push sb/sth ‘out to make sb/sth less important 
than before; to replace sb/sth with sb/sth else: My 
parents didn’t want me to feel pushed out by my 
younger brother o “Harry Potter’ is pushing out 
more traditional children’s stories. 
@ vtadven » v+n/pron+ adv 


push sb/sth ‘over to make sb/sth fall to the 
ground; to make sth fall onto its side or turn 
over: I was pushed over in the playground. 
®© vtn/pron+adv + v+ady+n 
» ‘pushover n (informal) 1 a task that is easy to 
do; a contest that you win easily: The game 
against Sheffield will be a pushover 2 a person 
who is easy to influence or persuade 

push 'past; push ‘past sb = PUSH BY/PAST, 
PUSH BY/PAST SB 

push ‘through; push ‘through sth to use 
force to cross a barrier, especially one formed by 
a crowd of people: He pushed his way through 
to the front of the crowd. 
®© vt+adv « v+prep 

push sth ‘through; push sth ‘through sth 
to get a new law, plan or proposal officially 
accepted: We're trying to push through the 
reforms as quickly as possible. o The Prime Min- 
ister promised to push the bill through Parlia- 
ment quickly. 
bill, reforms, legislation 
$ v+nipron+adv « v+adv+n « v+n/pron + prep 


Push sth ‘to if you push a door or a window to, 
you close it or almost close it by moving it away 
from you: J pushed the door to. 

S83] only door, window shut sth 
1r pull sth to 
© v+nipron+ adv 


push to'wards sth to make progress towards 
achieving an aim: We are pushing towards full 
monetary union in Europe. 
@ v+prep 

push sb to'wards sth; push sb to'wards 
doing sth to make sb try to do or achieve sth: 
The need for aid finally pushed them towards 
cooperation with the USA. 
®© v+ni/pron + prep 

push sth ‘up to make sth rise or increase: A 
shortage of land pushed property prices up. 
prices, rates, costs 
@ v+n/pron+ adv + v+tadven 


put /put/ (putting, put, put) 


~ about ~ in for 
~ above 223 ~ into 
~ across ~ off 

221 ~ aside 224 ~on 
~at ~= onto 
~ away ~ out 
~ back 225 ~ over 
~ before ~ over on 
~ behind ~ past 
~ by ~ through 
~ down 226 ~to 

222 ~downas ~ together 
~ down for ~ towards 
~ down to ~ under 
~ forth ~ up 
~ forward 227 = upto 
~in ~ up with 
~ infinto ~ upon 


put a'bout (technical) if a ship puts about, it 
changes direction: The ship put about and 
headed back to port. 
@ v + adv 

put sth a’bout (informal, especially BrE) to 
spread information, stories etc. among a group 
of people: Someone has been putting it about 
that you're leaving. o This was an idea put about 
by the government. o Rumours were put about 
that the shop was closing. 
rumour, idea, it 
Put sth about is often used in the passive. 
@ v+nipron+adv + v+advtn 

‘put sb/sth above sb/sth = rut SB/STH BEFORE 
SB/STH 

put sth a’cross (also put sth ‘over) (to sb) to 
communicate your ideas, feelings, etc. to sb 
clearly and successfully: The campaign failed to 
put the message across. © She's very good at putt- 
ing across her ideas. 
message, idea, point 257W get sth across 
® v+n/pron+adv » v+adv+n 
put one a'cross sb (informal to deceive or 
trick sb 


innana renin 


put yourself a'cross (also put yourself ‘over) 
(to sb) (BrE) to make sb understand your ideas, 
your personality, etc: She puts herself across well 
at interviews. 
@ v + pron + adv 
sth a'side 1 to place sth to one side: She put 
the newspaper aside and stood up. lay sth 
aside 2 to keep an iter for a customer to collect 
later: asked them to put the dress aside for me. 3 
‘(also put sth ‘by especially BrE, put sth a'way) 
‘to save some money to use later: He had been 
‘putting some money aside every month. 
money 4 to decide to keep a period of time for a 
“particular task or activity: We need to put aside 
some time to deal with this. time 5 to ignore 
or forget sth: Doctors have to put their personal 
feelings aside. o They decided to put aside their 
differences. set sth aside; disregard sth 
(more formal) 
|@ vt adv+n + v+nipron+adv 
put sth/sb at sth to calculate or estimate some- 
thing to be a particular size, amount, etc: I’d put 
his age at about sixty. © I'd put him at about sixty. 
© The cost of the project is put at two million 
pounds. 
ED figure, cost 
© v+n/pron+preptn 
put sb a'way (informa!) 1 to send sb to prison, to 
~ a hospital for people who are mentally ill, etc: He 
was put away for 15 years. o If you're found 
guilty, they H put you away for a long time. 
Put sb away is often used in the passive in this 
meaning. 2 (AmE, slang) to kill sb: He was 
ordered to put the hostage away. 
@ v+n/pron+ adv e v+adv+n 


put sth a'way 1 to put sth in a box, drawer, etc. 
because you have finished using it: He washed 
the dishes and put them away. © I’m just going to 
put the car away (= in the garage). o Kids — will 
you put away your toys now? 2 = PUT STH ASIDE 3 
She's putting some money away for college. o I’m 
putting something away for a rainy day (= for 
difficult times ). 3 (informa/) to eat or drink large 
quantities of sth: They put away five bottles of 
wine between them! o I don’t know how he man- 
ages to put itallaway! 4(AmE) =PUT STH DOWN 4 
© 1,2 +n/pron+ adv « v+adv+n 

3vtadvtn + v+pron+adv « v+n + adv (Jess 
frequent) 

put sth ‘back 1 to return sth to its usual place; 
to return sth to the place it was before: He uses 
my things and never puts them back. > Put the 
book back on the shelf will you? o She carefully 
put the letters back where she'd found them. Y5) 
replace sth (more formal) 2 (to...) (also put sth 
‘back...) to move sth to a later time or date: The 
meeting has been put back to next week. ò The 
game has been put back 24 hours. postpone 
sth (more formal bring sth forward 3 to 
cause sth to be delayed: The strike has put back 


£ 
221 


put down 


our deliveries by over a month. set sth 
back 4 to move the hands of a clock back to give 
the correct earlier time, especially at the end of 
summer: We forgot to put the clocks back last 
night. the clocks, your watch put sth 
forward 5 (informal) to drink a large quantity of 
alcohol: J had just put back my sixth beer of the 
evening. 37%) knock sth back 6 (into sth) to give 
sth to or do sth for an organization, a society, etc. 
that has given you sth: The school has been so 
good to me. I really want to put something back 
into it. something give sth back 7 to 
spend more money on sth in order to make it bet- 
ter or more successful: The government isn't 
putting enough money back into the economy. 
money 

$ 1,2,4v+n/pron+adv è vt advt+n 

3,5v+adv+n + v+nipron+ adv 

EE put the ‘clock back to return to a situation 
that existed in the past: J wish I could put the 
clock back and give our marriage another chance. 


‘put sb/sth before sb/sth (also 'put sb/sth 
above sb/sth) to give sb/sth more importance 
than sb/sth else; He puts his children before any- 
one else. o They have always put business before 
pleasure. o Some young men put their own career 
above their partner’s. 

@ v+nipron + prep 

put sth be'fore sb/sth to present sth to sb/sth: 
She will be able to put her arguments before the 
committee. o The new evidence was put before the 
court. 
proposal, evidence, plan 
®© V+ n/pron+ prep 

put sth be'hind you to try to forget about sth 
unpleasant that has happened and not allow it to 
affect your future: She wanted to put the past 

behind her. 

68.) your/the past, your problems 
@ v+n/pron + prep + pron 

put sth ‘by (especially BrE) =PuT STH ASIDE 3 He 
puts a few pounds by every week. © She's got some 
money put Dy. 

put 'down (especially BrE) if an aeroplane or its 
pilot puts down, the plane comes down to the 
ground: The plane put down at Manchester air- 
port. © He had to put down in a field. 
set down, set sth down; land, land sth 
& v+adv 

put sb 'down 14 (also put yourself 'down) to 
criticize sb and make them feel stupid, espe- 
cially in front of other people: to say something 
that suggests that you have a low opinion of 
yourself: She's always putting people down. © 
Don't put yourself down! YO do sb down, do 
yourself down (BrE, informal) 2 (BrE) (of a bus, 
etc.) to allow sb to get off: The bus stopped to put 
down some passengers. o Ask the driver to put 
you down outside the City Hall. passengers 


pe eorn ese 


set sb down (especially BrE) pick sb 
up 3 to put a baby to bed: She's just put the baby 
down. baby 
© 1,3 + nipron+ adv + v+ adv +n (rare) 
2v+nipron+adv «vtadven 

> ‘put-down 7 (informal) a remark or an action 
that is intended to make sb look stupid: She pro- 
duces some wonderful put-downs. 

put yourself 'down 1 = pur SB DOWN 12 = pur 
SB/STH DOWN, PUT YOURSELF DOWN 

Put sb/sth 'down to place sb/sth that you are 
holding onto the floor or another surface: She 
put her bag down by the door o Put me down! o 
(figurative) It’s a great book. I couldn't put it 
down! (= stop reading it) 
pick sb/sth up 
© v+n/pron+ adv è v+tadven 


Put sb/sth ‘down, put yourself ‘down 1 
(for/as sth) (to do sth) to add your name or some- 
one else’s to a list, etc. in order to arrange for 
you/them to do sth: She put herself down for an 
aerobics Class. o I've put Jack’s name down for 
the local school. o We've been put down to go to a 
class at 4 p.m. 2 (as sth) to write sth down: to 
make a note of sth: PH put the meeting down in 
my diary. © He put himself down on the form as 
‘unfit’. o I’ve put some ideas down on paper. o 
Could you put down in writing what you feel? o 
Ive put you (= your name) down where it says 
‘next of kin’(= ona form). 

@ v+nipron+ adv « v+adv+n 


put sth ‘down 1 to replace the receiver of a tele- 
phone and end your conversation: (BrE) She put 
the phone down on me! only the phone, the 
receiver 2 to pay part of the cost of sth: I've put 
down a deposit on our trip. G8 deposit 3 to 
move sth from a higher to a lower position: The 
sun's in my eyes —can I put the blind down? o Put 
your feet dawn, please! (= off the table/chair) o 
The rain stopped so she put her umbrella down. 4 
(AME also put sth a'way) to kill an animal 
because it is old or sick: The horse was injured 
and had to be put down. o We had to have our cat 
put down. Put sth down is often used in 
the passive in this meaning. 5 to stop sth by 
force: The revolt was swiftly put down, rebel- 
lion, uprising, revolt 3Y) suppress sth; crush 
sth 6 to spread sth on the floor or ground: We dec- 
orated the room and put a new carpet down. o I’m 
going to put some poison down for the rats. 7 (ina 
game of cards) to play a card: She put down the 
ace of spades. © Each player puts down a card in 
turn. card, ace, etc. 8 to present sth form- 
ally for discussion by a parliament or a commit- 
tee: to put down a motionian amendment 
table sth (formal 
@ v+n/pron+adv + vt+adv+n 
EN put your ‘foot down 1 (BrE) to drive faster: 
to drive very fast 2 to be very firm in opposing 
sth: You'll just have to put your foot down and say 


no. put your ‘head down to go to sleep: Why don't 
you pul your head down for a while? 
put sb ‘down as sth to think that sb is a par- 
ticular type of person, especially when you do 
not know them very well: / put the boy down as a 
troublemaker as soon as I saw him. oI would 
never have pul you down as an athlete! 
@ v+n/pron+ adv + prep +n 
Put sb ‘down for sth to write down that sb is 
willing or wishes to buy sth, give an amount of 
money, etc: Put me down for three tickets for the 
Saturday show. 
© v + n/pron + adv + prep 
‘put sth down to sth to consider that sth is 
caused by sth: She tends to put everything down to 
Fate. 
attribute sth to sth (formal), chalk sth up 
to sth (informal) 
® v+n/pron + adv + prep 

Put sth ‘forth (formal or literary) 1 = PUT STH 
OUT 9 The plant put forth new leaves, 2 (especially 
AME) = PUT STH FORWARD 3 3 (AmE) to make a 
strong physical or mental effort to do sth: He isn't 
putting forth the necessary effort. effort 
© v+adv+n + v+n/pron + adv (rare) 

Put sb/sth ‘forward; put yourself ‘forward 
(for/as sth) to suggest somebody or yourself asa 
candidate for a job, a position, etc: Can J put your 
name forward for the job? o Only one woman has 
put herself forward as a candidate. o We would 
like to put you forward as head of department. o 
My name was put forward for the scholarship by 
the principal. 
name 
@ v+ni/pron+adv + v+adven 


Put sth ‘forward 1 to move sth to an earlier 


time or date: We've put the meeting forward a 
couple of days. bring sth forward 2 to 
move the hands of a clock forward to give the 
correct time, especially at the beginning of sum- 
mer: We forgot to put the clocks forward last night, 
© France is an hour ahead, so you'll have to put 
your watch forward when you get there. GB) the 
clocks, your watch put sth back 3 (also 
put sth ‘forth formai, especialiy AmE) to suggest 
an idea or a plan so that it can be discussed: She 
put forward several ideas for new projects. > This 
theory was originally put forward by Darwin. 
argument, proposal, idea bring sth 
forward 
@ 1v+ni/pron+adv è v+adven 

2v+nipron+adv è v+adv+n(rare) 

3vtadvin + v+nipron+adv 


put ‘in (at ...), put ‘into ... (BrE) (of aship or its 


Sailors) to stop in port for a short time: The ship 
put in at Lisbon. o The captain was instructed to 
put into Calais for repairs. 

put out (to/from...) 

@ v+adv + v+prep 


errr ma 


‘in; put ‘in sth to interrupt another speaker 
in order to say sth: ‘But what about us?’ he put in 
Quickly. o Couid I put in a word? 
SHY interject sth (more formal) 
@ vt+advt+speech + vtadv+n « v+nipron+adv 
ut sb 'in (especially BrE) to elect a political 
party as the government; to choose sb officially 
0 do a particular job: The voters put the Conser- 
Vatives in with a large majority. 
® v+n/pron+adv + v+adv+n 
ut sb ‘in/into sth 1 to make sb go to a particu- 
lar institution, such as a school, hospital, etc: He 
Was put in prison for five years. © An accident put 
him in hospital for three weeks. o We had to put 
Branny inlinto a nursing home. When this 
meaning of the phrasal verb is used with hos- 
pital and prison, in is usually used rather than 
into. 2 to give sb a particular job to do: We put her 
into sales and she did reaily well. 
© v +n/pron+ prep 
1 put sb in the ‘picture (informal) to give sb 
the information they need in order to under- 
and a situation: You should put Mike in the pic- 
Ture as soon as possible. put sb in their ‘place to 
‘make sb feel stupid or embarrassed when they 
have shown too much confidence put yourself in 
b's shoes to imagine that you are in another 
‘person’s situation, especially when it is an 
‘unpleasant or difficult one: Don’t be angry with 
our brother. Try to put yourself in his shoes. 
ut sth ‘in 1 to fit a piece of equipment, furni- 
ture, etc. into a particular place: Steve put the 
Shower in by himself o They had central heating 
p ut in when they moved into the fiat. install 
sth (more formal) 2 to officially make a claim, a 
request, etc: I’ve put in a request for some extra 
funding. © They’ve put in an offer on the house (= 
they've said they would pay a particular amount 
for it). offer, claim 3 to give sth, such as 
time or money, in order to help sb/sth: We all put 
‘in five pounds for Lucy’s present. 4 to plant sth in 
the ground: Have you put any bulbs in this 
autumn? bulbs, seeds 
@ vtnipront+adv e v+adv+n 
1) put in an ap'pearance to go somewhere for a 
short time: 7 can’t stay long at the party, but I'd 
better put in an appearance. 
put sth ‘in; put sth ‘in/into sth 1 to include 
“ath ina story, a letter, etc: He didn't put anything 
in his letter about coming to stay. o When you 
‘write the report, make sure you put in the latest 
"figures. 2 to pay money into a bank account: He 
put £500 into his account. money 237 pay 
sth In, pay sth into sth; deposit sth 3 (also put 
sth Into doing sth) to give a lot of time or effort 
to sth or to doing sth: She’s put a lot of effort into 
improving her French. o Thank you for ail the 
hard work you've put in. effort 4 (also put 
ath into doing sth) to provide money for sth: 


PPrerrrrrrri eerie ieerei reir ren) 


put off 


The school has put a lot of money into (buying) 
new equipment. money, resources 
invest sth 

@ v+ni/pron+ adv è v+adv+n + v+n/pron + prep 
» ‘input 7 [C] [U] time, knowledge, ideas or work 
that you put into a project, etc. in order to make it 
succeed: Nurses should have more input into the 
way patients are treated. o Thank you for your 
input to the discussion. 

There is also a verb input sth meaning to 
put information into a computer and a related 
noun input. 


put ‘in for sth (especially BrE) to apply formally 


for sth: Are you going to put in for that job? © 
She's going to put in for a transfer. 

transfer, job 

@ v+adv+ prep 


put sb/sth/yourself ‘in for sth to enter 


sth/yourself for a competition: She's put herself 
infor the 100 metres. o You should put that photo 
in for the competition. 

® v+n/pron + adv + prep 


put ‘into... (BrE) =PUT IN (aT ...), PUT INTO... 


put sb ‘into sth = pur sp IN/INTO STH 


put sth ‘into sth 1 to adda quality to sth: Do you 
need to put some excitement into your life? Z = PUT 
STH IN, PUT STH IN/INTO STH 
® v+n/pron+ prep 
put sth into doing sth = euT STH IN, PUT STH 
IN/INTO STH 3,4 
put ‘off doing sth = pur STH OFF 1 
put sb ‘off 1 to cancel a meeting or sth you had 
arranged with sb: He was supposed to come yes- 
terday, but I put him off © Tell her you want to 
talk to her and don’t be put off 2 (BrE) (of a 
vehicle, a driver, a ship, etc.) to stop in order to 
allow sb to get off: T asked the bus driver to put me 
off near the town centre. 
@ v+nipron+adv « v+adv +n (less frequent) 
put sb ‘off; put sb ‘off sb/sth; put sb ‘off 
doing sth to make sb stop liking sb/sth; to make 
sb lose interest in sb/sth: His manner tends to put 
people off o Your story is putting me off my food! 
© The accident put her off driving for life. o The 
way he treated his wife really put me off him. © 
Don’t be put off by her appearance — she’s really 
very sweet. 
@ v+nipron+ adv + v+adv+n (rare) « 
v+n/pron + prep 
» ‘off-putting adj (informal, especially BrE) 
unpleasant; making sb dislike or not be inter- 
ested in sth/sb: The computer made a buzzing 
noise that she found off-putting. o Lfind it very off- 
putting to have someone watching me all the time. 
© His manner is very off-putting. 
put sb ‘off; put sb ‘off sth to disturb sb who is 
trying to give all their attention to sth: Don't put 
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me off when I'm trying to concentrate. © The sud- 
den noise put her off her game. 
distract sb (from sth) 
© v+nipron+ adv « v+adv+n(rare) « 
Vv +n/pron + prep 

put sth ‘off 1 (also put ‘off doing sth) to change 
sth to a later date or time: We'll have to put the 
meeting off until next week. o He keeps putting off 
going to the dentist. delay sth 2 (especially 
BrE) to switch sth off: Could you put the lights off 
before you leave? BED lights, the television, etc. 
2878) switch sth off; turn sth off 
@ vi n/pront+adv + v+adv+n 4 also v + advy+-ing 


put sb ‘on (AmE, informal (usually used in the 
progressive tenses) to laugh at sb, especially by 
pretending that sth is true that is not: J thought 
you were putting me on! 
have sb on (BrE) 
Put sb on is not used in the passive. 
@ v+nipron + adv 
> ‘put-on n [C, usually sing.] (AmE, informal) an 
act of laughing at sb by telling them that sth is 
true that is not: ajoke or trick: Don’t take it so ser- 
lously — it was just a put-on. 
-> see alsO PUT-ON at PUT STH ON 


put sb ‘on; put sb 'on sth to give sb the tele- 
phone so that they can speak to the person call- 
ing: She put Tim on the phone. o Put Jane on fora 
minute, will pou? 

© v+nipron+adv + v+n/pron+ prep 


put sb 'on sth 1 to make sure that someone gets 
on a plane, train, etc: We put Ruth on the bus to 
Carlisle. 2 to make someone follow a particular 
diet, take a particular medicine, ete: The doctor 
put him on antibiotics. o Tim's been put on a low- 
Jat diet. 3 to decide that someone should do a par- 
ticular job: They're going to put someone else on 
that project. 

@ v+n/pron+ prep 


put sth ‘on 1 to put an item of clothing, etc. on 
your body: Aren't you going to put your coat on? © 
Hang on, I need to put my glasses on. © I can’t find 
anything clean to put on! o Have you put your 
seat belt on (= ina car)? o Could you put his shoes 
on for him? BEJ coat, shoes, glasses, etc. 
take sth off 2 to apply sth to your skin: She’s 
putting her make-up on. o Make sure you put 
some Sun cream on before you go out. lip- 
stick, make-up, perfume apply sth 
take sth off 3 (especially BrE) to switch sth on: 
Shall I put the light on — it seems very dark in 
here? © Let’s put the kettle on and have a cup of 
ted. the light, the heating, the radio, the 
kettle switch sth on; turn sth on put 
sth off, switch sth off; turn sth off 4 to begin to 
cook food: J need to get home and put the dinner 
on. get sth on § to make a tape, a CD, etc. 
begin to play: Do you mind if I put some music on? 
© She put on a Bob Marley CD. some music, 
CD, tape, video 6 to operate the brakes on a 


vehicle (=a device for slowing or stopping the 
vehicle): Don’t forget to put the handbrake on. o 
She put on the brakes suddenly. the brakes, 
the handbrake apply sth (nore formal) T 
to grow heavier by the amount mentioned: He's 
put ona lotof weight since I last saw him. o I've 
put on two kilos in tiwo weeks. weight 
gain sth (more formal lose sth IAA Put 
sth on is not used in the passive in this meaning. 
8 to provide sth specially: They put on extra 
trains during the holiday period. o A splendid 
lunch was put on for the visitors. bus, train 
lay sth on take sth off 9 to produce 
or present a play, an exhibition, etc: The local 
drama group are putting on ‘Macbeth’. o The 
museum put on a special exhibition about dino- 
Saurs. play, exhibition, show JEYK) stage 
sth (more formal take sth off 10 to pre- 
tend to have a particular feeling or quality: He 
put on a hurt expression. o Can you put on an 
American accent? o She isn't really upset -— she’s 
just putting it on. o He seemed furious, but I 
think it was all put on. GBD accent, expression 
assume sth (forma!) 

© v+o/pron+ adv + vtadven 

> 'put-on n [C, usually sing] (AmE, informal 
something that is done to trick or deceive people: 
Kate’s shabby appearance is just a put-on. Her 
parents are both lawyers. 

-> see also PUT-ON at PUT SB ON 


Put sth ‘on sth 1 to add an amount of money to 


the price or cost of sth: The new tax put 20 pence 
on the price of a packet of cigarettes. knock 
sth off sth 2 to bet money on sth: I’ve put £10 on 
Sultan’s Promise (= the name of a horse) in the 
next race. bet (on sth), money 

@ v + ni/pron + prep 


Put sb ‘onto sb/sth (also put sb ‘on to sb/sth) 


1 to tell sb about a person, an organization, etc. 
that could help them, or something that they 
might like or find useful: Could you put me onto a 
good accountant? 2 to connect sb by telephone to 
sb else: Could you put me onto the manager. 
please? 3 to inform the police, etc. about a crime 
or a criminal: Do you know who put the police 
onto the hackers? 

© v+n/pron+ prep » v+n/pron+ adv + prep 


put ‘out 1 (to/from...) (BrE) (of a boat or a crew) 


to move out to sea from a harbour, port, etc: The 
Ship put out to sea by night. o We put out from Liv- 
erpool, put in (at...) 2 (AmE, slang) (of a 
woman) to agree to have sex with sh: She won't 
put out on a first date. Some people con: 
sider put out offensive in this meaning. 

@ vtadv 


put sb ‘out 1 to make trouble, problems, extra 


work, etc. for sb: f hope our arriving late didn’t 
put you out at all. 2 be put ‘out to be upset or 
offended: Jeff wasn't atall put out by what I said. 
© I was a bit put out that I hadn't been invited. 


3 (informal) to make sb go to sleep or become 
conscious: These pills should put him out for a 
Ww hours. > see also PUT YOURSELF OUT 
@® v+nipron+ adv + v+ adv +n (less frequent) 

sth ‘out 1 to make sth stop burning: Fire- 
hters soon put the fire out. o He put his cigarette 
Dut with his foot. fire, cigarette, candle 
WY extinguish sth (more formal) 2 (especially 
E) to switch sth off: Put the light out before you 
come to bed. the light put sth off, 
' h sth off: turn sth off 3 to take sth out of 
‘your house and leave it, often for sb to collect: 
(BrE) Remember to put the dustbinsirubbish out 
Yonight.o(AmE) Remember to put the gar- 
bageltrash out. © She put the washing out to dry. 
35°F) bring sth in 4 to place sth where it will be 
noticed and used: Have you put out clean towels 
for the guests? § to stretch part of your body 
‘away from yourself towards sb else: He put his 
‘hand out to shake mine. hand, tongue 6 
{also put sth ‘out of sth) to make sth, especially 
part of your body, come out through a door or 
window to the outside: She opened the window 
and put her head out. o Sam put the cat out of the 
door roughly. T (BrE) to broadcast sth; to publish 
‘or issue sth: The programme will be put out on 
Channel Four o The CD was put out for the 
American market, o The police put out an urgent 
appeal for witnesses. appeal, statement 
EY) broadcast sth 8 (informal) to produce sth: 
The factory puts out 500 new cars a week. © They 
put out a new software package last month. GY!) 
produce sth 9 (also put sth ‘forth more formal) 
(of a plant) to develop or produce new leaves, etc: 
The roses are putting out new shoots already. 
flowers, shoots, leaves 10 to make a figure, a 
result, etc. wrong: A price increase put our esti- 
mates out by a thousand pounds. 11 (to sb) to 
five a job, a task, etc. toa worker who is not your 
employee or to another company so that the 
work will be done in another place: A lot of edit- 
ing is put out to freelancers. © The cleaning con- 
tract was put out to tender (= companies were 
asked to make offers to supply these services). 
GEJ work 12 (informal) to push a bone out of its 
normal position: She fell aff her horse and put 
her shoulder out. o You're going to put your back 
out lifting those boxes. your back, shoulder 
18¥ dislocate sth (orma!) 

@ vtnipron+ adv e v+adv+n 

> ‘output 7 [U] [sing.] 1 the amount of some- 
thing that a person, machine, company, etc. pro- 
duces: The company aims to increase output in the 
coming year o His musical output has dimin- 
ished in recent years. 2 (computing) the informa- 
tion produced by a computer: data output 
There is also a verb output sth, related to this 
meaning. 3 the power, energy, etc. produced by a 
piece of equipment: an output of 100 watts 


220 


put through 


put yourself ‘out to make a special effort to do 


sth for sb: Please don’t put yourself out on our 
account. o She really put herself out for the visitors. 
-> see also PUT SB OUT 1 

@® v + pron + adv 


be put ‘out =puT sp OUT 2 
put yourself ‘over (to sb) = PUT YOURSELF 


ACROSS (TO SB) 


‘put sth ‘over = PUT STH ACROSS 


put one ‘over on sb (spoken, informal) 1 to 
persuade sb to accept sth that is not true; to 
deceive sb: No one is going to put one over on hum. 
2 to show that you are better, stronger, etc. than 
sb else by defeating them: We'd love to put one 
over on the Welsh team. 


put sth ‘past sb (to do sth) (informal) (always 


used in negative sentences with wouldn’t to be 
surprised that someone has done something 
wrong, illegal, etc: I wouldn't put if past him to 
use force to get what he wants. o ‘She won't tell the 
teacher. will she?’ ‘I wouldn't put tt past her" o 
Personally I wouldn't put anything past him! 
only it, anything, that 
Put sth past sb is not used in the passive. 
@ v+n/pron+ prep 

put sbryourself ‘through sth 1 to make 
sb/yourself experience sth unpleasant or diffi- 
cult: He put his parents through hell. o Why put 
yourself through it? o She never forgot the ter- 
rible ordeal he had put her through. 2 to pay for 
sb to attend a school, college, etc: She worked 
part-time to put herself through university. 
} v+n/pron + prep 

put sb/sth ‘through (to sb/to...) to connect sb to 
sb else by telephone: Could you put me through to 
the manager, please? o The call was put through 
to the wrong extension. © Hold the line, I’m put- 
ting you through. 
@ v+nipron+ adv 

put sb/sth ‘through sth to test sb/sth to see 
what they are able to do: We put the machines 
through a series of tests.o The team are put 
through a fitness programme. 
© v+nipron+ prep | 
put sb/sth through their/its ‘paces to give 
someone or something tasks to perform in order 
to find out what they are able to do: He put the car 
through its paces. o She watched the team being 
put through their paces. 


put sth ‘through; put sth ‘through sth to 
complete a plan, programme, etc. successfully: 
This was the last deal James put through. © Has 
the legislation been put through parliament? 
@ v+nipron+adv + v+adv+n + v+n/pron+ prep 

put sth ‘through sth to change sth by using a 
machine, a process, etc: She put some oranges 
through the juicer. o The fish is then put through 
the smoking process (= to produce smoked fish). 
@ v+n/pron + prep 
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> ‘throughput 7 [U] (C, usually sing.] (technical 
the number of people that are dealt with, or the 
amount of work that is done, in a particular 
period: Hospitals have increased the throughput 
of patients. 

‘put sb to sth to make trouble, problems or extra 
work for sb: I hope we're not putting you to too 
much trouble. 
® v+nipron+ prep +n 

‘put sth to sb 1 to suggest sth to sb for them to 
consider: Your proposal will be put to the board of 
directors. © The question of strike action must be 
put to union members. o When are you going to 
put the idea to your parents? o I'll put it to you 
straight (= tell or ask you sth in an honest and 
direct way). proposal, idea, view 2 to ask sb 
a question: The audience were invited to put ques- 
tions to the panel. question 
@ v+n/pron+ prep 

put sth to‘gether 1 to make or repair sth by fit- 
ting parts together: He took the clock apart and 
couldn’t put it together again. o Can you put a 
team together in time for the game on Saturday? 
assemble sth (more formal take sth 
apart 2 to create sth: He’s putting together a 
travel guide for the British Isles. o The band are 
putting their first album together. 3 to combine 
things: What reaction will we get if we put these 
two chemicals together? 

@ 1,3 v+n/pron+ adv è v+ adv +n (less frequent) 

Z2vtadvtn o v+nipron+ adv 

more, better, etc. than...put to‘gether used 
when comparing sb/sth with a group of other 
people or things to mean ‘combined’ or ‘in total’: 
This painting is worth more than all the rest put 
together. put our/your/thelr ‘heads together to 
discuss sth as a group in order to reach a plan of 
action, a solution to a problem, etc: We put our 
heads together and decided what had to be done. 


‘put sth towards sth to use or give an amount of 
money to pay part of the cost of sth: We will put 
the money towards a new computer. © The city 
council will put £5000 towards equipment for the 
nursery. 
money 
® v+ npron + prep 

put sb ‘under (informal, especially AmE) to 
make sb unconscious before a medical oper- 
ation: I'm afraid we'll need to put you under for 
the operation. 
® v + n/pron+ adv 

(put ‘up [+ adv/prep] (old-fashioned, especially 
BrE) to stay somewhere for the night: We put up 
ata hotel 
@ v> adv 

put 'up sth 1 to resist strongly or fight hard ina 
game, a contest, an argument, etc: The other 
team didn’t put up much of a fight. o She's not 
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likely to put up much resistance to the idea. 
fight, resistance 2 to show a good level of skill 
in a game or a competition: The feam put up a 
great performance (= played very well). 683) per- 
formance, show 3 to suggest an idea for other 
people to discuss: to pul up a proposal for a new 
book argument, proposal 
@® v+adven 

put sb ‘up 4 to let sb stay at your home; to 
arrange for sb to stay somewhere: We can put you 
both up for the night. o They put us up at a hotel 
in town. 2 (for sth) to present sb as a candidate in 
an election; to propose sb for an official position: 
We hope to pul up more women candidates in the 
next election. o We want to pul you up for club sec- 
retary. candidates 
@ 1 +n/pron+ adv » v+ adv +n (less frequent) 

2v+nipron + adv « v+adven 


put sth ‘up 1 to raise sth from a lower to a higher 

position: Put your hand up Uf you want to ask a 
question. o It started raining so I put my umbrella 
up. o I’ve decided to put my hair up sor the party. © 
to put up a flag your hand, your hair 2 to fix 
or fasten sth in a place where it will be seen; to 
display sth: Several warning signs have been put 
up. © The exam results haven't been put up on the 
noticeboard yet. © Annie's put posters up all over 
her bedroom. o The stores have put their Christ- 
mas decorations up already. sign, poster, 
curtalns, notice 56FF) take sth down 3 to build 
sth; to put sth into an upright position: These 
apartment blocks were put up in the sixties. o We 
had trouble putting the tent up in the dark. o We 
need to put some shelves up for our books. 
tent, shelf, fence take sth down; pull 
sth down 4 to increase the price or cost of sth: 
The theatre has put up ticket prices. o The banks 
have put up their interest rates again. o The land- 
lord wants to put up the rent by £20 a month. 
prices raise sth bring sth down 
3 (informal) to provide or lend money: James pul 
up half the money for the car © A local business- 
man has put up the £500 000 needed to save the club. 
money 6 put sth ‘up for sth to offer sth to sb 
else for them to buy, etc: The house has been put 
up for sale. ò Why did Jess put her baby up for 
adoption? EEJ house, baby, child 
® 1,2,3,4 v + nipron+ adv « v+adven 

Svtadv+n « v+pron¢adv « v+n+adv(less 

frequent) 

6v<+ni/pron+adv è v+adv+n (rare) 
EM put your ‘feet up to sit down and relax: J 
can't wail to get home and put my feet up for a 
while. a ,put-up ‘Job (BrE, informal) a plan or an 
event that has been arranged secretly in order to 
trick or deceive sb: The kidnapping was a put-up 
job. 
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it sb 'up to sth; put sb ‘up to doing sth 
linformal) to encourage or persuade sb to do sth 
Wrong or foolish: Some of the older boys must 
have put him up to it. o Her sister put her up to 
limbing into the house through an open window. 

@ v+n/pron + adv + prep 

it ‘up with sb/sth to accept sb/sth that is 
annoying, difficult or unpleasant, without com- 
jlaining: 7 don’t know how your parents put up 
with you! © We put up with that car for years. o I 
don't see wh y I should put up with being spoken to 
tke that. o I can put up with the rain — it’s the 
Gold I don’t like. o She has a lot to put up with. 
MYR) tolerate sth (more formal), endure sth 
(more formal) 

® V+ adv + prep 

ut upon sb (BrE) to use sb's kindness for your 
advantage by asking them to do things for 
you that you should not expect them to do: Z felt 
that my mother had been put upon. 

fig Put upon sb is often used in the passive. 

© vt prep 

> ‘put-upon adj badly treated by someone who 
| your kindness for their own advantage: My 
grandmother is the most put-upon member of the 
family. 


MITCer?r /'pata(r)/ 


utter a'round; putter a’round sth (AmE) = 
POTTER ABOUT/AROUND, POTTER ABOUT/AROUND 
8TH 


puzzle /‘pazi/ 
juzzle a'bout sth = puzzLe OVER/ABOUT STH 


juzzle sth ‘out to find the solution toa difficult 
Problem by thinking carefully about it: She 
couldn’t puzzle out where her keys could have 
fone. oT spent hours trying to puzzle out an 
‘explanation for his behaviour. o Ican’t puzzle out 
iow the box opens. 
HYD work sth out 
[vote] Puzzle sth out is often used with the ques- 
tion words how, what, why, etc. + It cannot be 
used in the passive. 
@ vtadven «v+pron+adv » v+n+ adv (less 
| Jrequent) 
ipuzzle over/about sth to think hard about 
something because you want to understand it: 
Police are still puzzling over the incident. o She 
puzzled over the postmark on the letter. 
$ v> prep 


Q 
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quarr el kworelk AmE kwar- kwer’ 
4) war, kwar (-Il-, 


‘quarrel with sth/sb (especially BrE) (usually 
used in negative sentences) to disagree with 
Sthisb: Few would guarrel with the principle of 


free education for all. 
® v+ prep 


queue /kju:; (queuing or queueing) 


‘Queue ‘up (for sthito de sth) (BrE) to wait or 
stand in a line with other people in order to get 
sth or do sth: They spent four hours queueing up 
for tickets. © We had to queue up to get our visas. 
Queue is often used with the same mean- 
Ing: We spent four hours queueing for tickets 
-> See a180 LINE UP 1 l 
@ v+ady 


be queuing ‘up for sth: be queuing ‘up to 
do sth if you say that people are queuing up 
for sth or to do sth, you mean that a lot of people 
are very eager to have sth or do sth: Actors are 
queuing up to work with this company. 
@ be+v+adv+prep + be+v+adv+toinf 


quiet 44m kwart; 


quiet ‘down; quiet sb ‘down = QUIETEN 
DOWN, QULETEN SH DOWN 


quieten (Erf) /kwaratn: (AME quiet) 


quieten ‘down; quieten sb ‘down to 
become, or to make sb, calmer, Jess noisy or less 
active: We've been really busy at work during the 
summer but things should quieten down now. o 
ft took a long time for the baby to quieten down. © 
Can you quieten the kids down? . 
E Quieten/quiet and quieten/quiet sb are 
also used with the same meaning, especially in 
more formal language: The class gu ietened. l 
@ v+adv + v+niprontadv 6 vtadven (less fre- 

quent) 


quit likwit (quitting, quit, quit, BrE also quit- 
ting, quitted, quitted) 


‘quit on Sb (AmE, informal 1 to stop helping 
working with or supporting sb when they need 
you most: J can’t believe he quit on the team after 
only two games! & You can’t quitan me now. we're 
almost there! 2 if a machine. a vehicle, etc, quits 
on you, if stops working at a time when you 
really need it: The air-conditioning quit on us in 
mid-July 
© v+ prep 
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rabbit rænt; 


rabbit 'on (about sb/sth) (BrE. informal, disap- 
proving) to talk about sth for a long time in a bor- 
ing way: What’s he rabbiting on about? 
go on (about sb/sth) 
@ vtadv 


rack (clso wrack less frequent) reek} 


rack ‘up sth, rack itthem ‘up (informal, 
especially AmE) to get or collect a large amount 
or quantity of sth, such as profits or losses In a 
business or points in a competition: The com- 
pany racked up $20 billion in sales. o Bush has 
racked up victories in another five states. 
A noun must always follow up. but a pro- 
noun comes between the verb and up. 
@ v+adven + v+ pron +adv (less frequent) 


raffle ren; 

raffle sth ‘off to offer sth as a prize in a raffle (- 
a way of making money when people buy tickets 
with a number on and some of the numbers are 
later chosen to win prizes) The cake will be raf- 
fled off to raise money for the school. 
Raffle sth is used more frequently with 
this meaning. 
@ vtadv+n « v+n/pron+ adv 


rail ren; 


‘rail againstat sb/sth (formal) to protest about 
shisth in an angry or bitter way: fo rail against 
the governmentiauthorities © There's no point 
railing against the decision. 
® vt prep 


rain ren; 


rain ‘down (on/upon sb/sth), rain sth ‘down 
(on/upon sb/sth) to fall or to make sth fall on 
sb/sth in large quantities: Huge boulders rained 
down on us. o He ruined blow after blow down on 
my skull. 
®© v+adv è v+nipron+adv è v¥t+tadvtn 

be rained ‘off (BrE) (AmE be rained ‘out) 
(informal) if an event such as a sports game is 
rained off, it stops or it does not take place 
because of rain: The game was rained off o It 
looks as if the concert is going to be rained off 
@ be+v+ady 


rake irek’ 


rake sth ‘in (inferma/) to earn large amounts of 
money without difficulty: The company rakes in 


about £190 million. o Since she moved to London 
she’s been raking it in. 
@ v+adven + v+pron+adv + v+n + adv (less 
frequent) 
rake ‘over sth (rE, informal, disapproving) to 
examine sth that happened in the past in great 
detail and keep talking about it, when it should 
be forgotten: There's no point in raking over the 
events of the past. 
the past 
@ v+prep 
rake over old ‘coals/‘ashes to discuss sth 
that happened in the past in dctail, when it 
should be forgotten rake sb over the ‘coals 
(AmE) (BrE haul sb over the ‘coals) to criticize 
sb severely because they have done sth wrong 
rake sth ‘up 4 to talk about sth unpleasant that 
has happened in the past, which people would 
like to forget: { didn’t come here to rake up old 
arguments. 2 to collect sth into a pile using a tool 
with a long handle and a row of metal points at 
the end (a rake): I raked up all the leaves. 
© v+adv+n + v+n/pron+ adv 


rally /ræli/ (raties, rallying, rallied, rallied) 


rally a'round/round; rally a’'round/round 
sb if people rally around or rally around sb, 
they work together to help and support sb whe is 
in a difficult or unpleasant situation: When she 
was ill the neighbours all rallied round to help 
her and bring her meals. o His friends rallied 
around him as soon as they heard the neus. 
@ vtadv è v+prep 


ram jrem/ (-mm-) 

ram ‘into sb/sth; ram sth ‘into sth to hit sth 
violently; to make sth hit sth violently: He was 
going too fast and rammed into the car infront. > 
The thieves rammed their truck into the jeweller's 
window. 
@ v+ prep + v+ nipron + prep 


ramble ‘rembi; 


ramble 'on (about sb/sth) (BrF) to talk or write a 
lot about sb/sth in a confused and boring way: 
What is she rambling on about? o There's me ram- 
bling on, and you haven't told me your news yet. 
@ v+adv 


range jreinds/ 


be ranged a'gainst'with sb/sth; range 
yourself a'gainst/with sb/sth (formal) to 
join with other people to oppose sh/sth: He felt as 
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though the whole family was ranged against him. 
© She ranged herseif more with her parents than 
with her brother. 


@ be+v+prep « v+pron+ prep 


rap rp! (-pp-) 
fap sth ‘out to say sth quickly and sharply: The 
officer rapped out orders. 
command, order 157R) bark sth out 
@ vtadv+n è v+prontadv è v+n+adv (rare) « 
v+ ady + speech 


rat jre; (-tt-) 


‘rat on sb (informal to give information to 
people in authority, causing trouble for sb: Say 
what you like about Ali but he has never ratted on 
his friends. 
© v+prep 

'rat on sth (BrE, informal) to fail to keep a prom- 
ise you have made: They accused the government 
of ratting on promises to the disabled, 

PEJ promise, pledge 
® v+prep 


ratchet rætti; 


ratchet sth ‘up to make prices, etc. increase a 
little at a time: Zhe interest rates have been 
rateheted up sharply o The hormone rushes 
around the brain, ratcheting the heart rate up 
from 60-80 to about a hundred. o (figurative) The 
government have ratcheted up the pressure on the 
protest organizers, 
© viadv+n + v+nipron+ adv 


ration (refn! 


ation sth ‘out to divide sth that there is not 
very much of between a group of people in such 
a way that everyone gets a small share: They 
rationed the water out among the survivors. 
food, water 
$ v+nipron+ adv « v+adven 


rattle ‘ret; 


rattle a'round; rattle a'round sth (informai) 
to live, work, etc. somewhere that is much too big 
for your needs: There are only two of us, rattling 
around in this massive office. o They're rattling 
around that house naw that the children have left. 
@ vtadv + v+prep 

rattle sth ‘off to say or repeat sth from memory, 
quickly and without any effort: She rattled off 
the names of the movies Hitchcock had directed. 
reel sth off 
@ vtadvtn + v+pron+adv « v+n+ adv (rare) 

rattle ‘on (about sth) (informal) to talk quickly 
and for a long time about sth that is not import- 
ant or interesting: He rattled on about his job for 


over an hour 
waffle on (about sth) 
@ vt+adv 

rattle ‘through sth (BrE, informal) to do some- 
thing very quickly: He rattled through his home- 
work then went out. 
@ v+prep 


reach riti 


reach sth ‘down (for sb) to get sth down froma 
high place: Could you reach that vase down for 
me? & She reached down a box from the top shelf 
In informal spoken language reach sb 
down sth is also used: Could you reach me down 
that vase? 
© v+n/pron+ady e vtadvtn 


each ‘out; reach sth ‘out to stretch your arm 


or your hand in order to touch or get something: 
He reached out to switch on the light. o I reached 
outa hand to touch her face. o The child reached 
out for her hand. 
@ vtadv « v+adv+n + v+prontadv + 

vintady ure) 


each ‘out to sb to show sb that you are inter- 


ested in them and/or want to help them; to try to 
get people's interest or attention: The organiza- 
tion is trying to reach out to people of all ages and 
from all leveis of society. o The party has failed to 
reach out to young people. o The makers of this 
movie have tried to reach out to an older audience. 
@ v+adv+ prep 

» ‘outreach z [U] the activity of an organization 
that provides a service or advice to people in the 
community, especially those who cannot or are 
unlikely to come to an office, a hospital, etc. for 
help: a rural outreach programme © outreach 
wark 


read irid; (read, read /red/} 
read sth ‘back to read a message, a letter etc. 


aloud in order to check that it is correct: J got her 
to read the message back to me to make sure it was 
right. 

© v+n/pron+adv + v+advt+n 


ead sth ‘into sth to think that something has a 


meaning or an importance that it probably does 
not have: [t's a mistake to read too much into the 
results of one opinion poll. o You can read any- 
thing you want into horoscopes. o Her voice was 
cold and I wasn't sure what to read into it. 

too much, something, anything 

®© v+nipron+ prep 


read sth ‘off to look at the measurement shown 


on a machine or other measuring device: The 
speed can be calculated or read off from the 
graph. © i looked at the thermometer and read off 
the temperature. 

® v+advtn + v+n/pron+ adv 
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read ‘on to continue reading: The book was so 


exciting he read on until dawn. o The idea is to 
make the reader want to read on. > If you want to 
find out more, read on! 

@ viadv 


read sth ‘out (to sb) 1 to read sth aloud, espe- 


cially to other people: She read out the names of 
the winners. o The teacher read my poem out to 
the class. o There's a letter from Tom. Shali I read 
it out to you? 2 (especially AmE, computing) to get 
back information that is stored on a computer: to 
produce a display of the information on a screen 
@ vtadv+n « v+nipron+adv + v+ adv + speech 

> ‘read-out n (computing) a record or display of 
information on a computer screen: The computer 
will work out the best route for you and give you a 
read-out on the screen. 


read sth ‘through (also read sth ‘over less fre- 


quent) to read something from the beginning to 
the end, usually in order to find any mistakes: J 
read through my translation, checking for mis- 
takes. o When she read her letter through the next 
day, she decided not to send it. o When she'd fin- 
ished, Emily read over what she'd written. 

@ v+adv +n + v+ni/pron + adv 


read ‘up on sb/sth; read sb/sth ‘up (also read 


‘up about sb/sth less frequent) to read a lot about a 
particular subject in order to learn about it: Have 
you been reading up on the history of the island? © 
I’ve been reading this place up in the itbrary. 

@ v+adv+prep e vtadvin + v+n/pron+ adv 


rear rix AmErir 


‘rear sb/sth on sth to give a person or an animal 


a particular type of food, entertainment, etc. 
when they are young: I was reared on jazz, Dut 
later discovered rock. 

Rear sb/sth on sth is usually used in the 
passive. 

® v + Wipron + prep 


rear ‘up 1 if a horse, etc. rears up, it stands on its 


back legs with its front legs in the air: The forse 
reared up and she fell off 2 if a building, cliff, etc. 
rears up, it seems to Jean over you in a threaten- 
ing way: The ciiff reared up before them. 

Rear is also used with these meanings, 
especially meaning 1: The horse reared and she 
Jello 

@ viadv 


reason Prizm’ 


reason sth ‘out to think carefully about some- 
thing in a logical way in order to understand it: 
Let’s try to reason out why he behaved as he did. © 
Reason it out for yourself — why do you think she 
didn’t say where she was going? 
figure sb/sth out; work sth out 
@ v+n/pron+adv + vt+adven 


reckon 


‘reason with sb to talk to sb in order to persuade 


them to be more sensible: it's impossible to rea- 
son with her when she’s in this mood. 

Reason with sb can be used in the passive: 
He can’t be reasoned with. 

© v+prep 


rebound jrrbaond/ 
re’bound on sb (also re‘bound upon sb more 


formal, less frequent) if sth that you do, espe- 
cially sth that is intended to be unpleasant for sb 
else, rebounds on/upon you, it has a bad or 
unpleasant effect for you instead: His little trick 
seems to have rebounded on him. o These meas- 
ures could rebound on the poorest families (= 
affect them instead of the people they were 
intended to affect). 

© v+prep 


reckon frekan! 
‘reckon on sb/sth; ‘reckon on doing sth; 


‘reckon on sb/sth doing sth to rely on 
sb/sth or on sth happening; to expect sb to do sth 
or sth to happen: We were reckoning on a profit of 
about half a million. o You can reckon on my sup- 
port. o We hadn't reckoned on them arriving 30 
early. o You can’t always reckon on having good 
weather in June. o The company thought they 
would easily get permission to hutid a hotel. but 
they hadn't reckoned on the local people. 

count on sb/sth, count on doing sth, 
count on sb/sth doing sth 

© v+ prep 


reckon sth ‘up (especially BrE) to add figures or 


numbers together: That'll be £20.50. ff Ive 
reckoned it up correctly. 

3S¥) add sth up: calculate ath (more formal 

© v+nipront+ady e vtadven 


‘rackon with sb/sth 1 (usually used in negative 


sentences) to consider sb/sth as a possible prob- 
lem that you should be prepared for: Unfortu- 
nately, we hadn't reckoned with Emily. o We must 
reckon with the possibility of failure. 2 to con- 
sider or deal with sb/sth as a serious opponent or 
problem: He had to reckon with a great deal of 
opposition. o The team are still a force to be 
reckoned with C- they will be difficult to defeat). 
EHA In this meaning reckon with sb/sth can be 
used in the passive. 

© vtprep 


‘reckon without sb/sth (especially BrE) to not 


consider sb/sth as a possible problem and there- 
fore not be prepared for it: We allowed an hour to 
get there, but we'd reckoned without the traffie (= 
it took us much longer}. 

@ v+prap 


reconcile pey 


reconcile frekansa; 


reconcile sb/yourself to sth; 'reconcile 
sb/yourself to doing sth to make sb/your- 
self accept an unpleasant situation because 


refer rfr) (-rr-) 
re'fer to sb/sth 1 (as sth) to mention or talk 


about somebody or something: She never 


there is nothing you can do to change it: They 
were reconciled to the fact that he wouldn't becom- 
ing back. o I've reconciled myself to having no 
money while l'm a student. 

© v + n/pron + prep 


reduce frrdjus; AmE -du:s/ 


re'duce sb/sth to sth to bring sb toa particular 
state, especially a worse one: She was reduced to 
tears by their criticism. o The building was 
reduced to a heap of rubble. o Her questioning 
reduced him to a state of confusion. | 
© v+n/pron+ prep 


re'duce sb to doing sth to make sb do some- 
thing they do not approve of or are ashamed of 
because there is no other choice for them: J was 
reduced to borrowing money from friends. 
Reduce sb to doing sth is nearly always 
used in the passive. 
® v+n/pron+ prep 

re‘duce sth to sth to change sth into a simpler 

or more general form: His arguments can be 

reduced to four points. 

$ v+n/pron+ prep 


reek rik; 


‘reek of sth (disapproving) 1 to smell very 
strongly of sth unpleasant: His breath reeked of 
tobacco. 2 if sth reeks of sth unpleasant or sus- 
picious, it suggests very stronely that there is sth 
unpleasant or suspicious about it: His statement 
reeks of hypocrisy. o The whole place reeked of 
neglect. 

© v+prep 


reel ria; 


reel sth ‘in’out to wind sth on/off a special 
round device (a reel), for example on a fishing 
rod: He slowly reeled the fish in. o The firefighters 
reeled out the hose. o The line caught on some- 
thing in the water as he reeled it in. 
@ v+nipron+adv è vtadven 
reel sth ‘off to say a long list of things quickly 
and without having to think about it: He reeled 
off the names of the people he'd invited. BEJ list, 
names, figures YN) rattle sth off 2 (informal, 
especially BrE)(in a sports competition) to win a 
series of games or a number of points: The Bulls 
reeled uff nine consecutive points. o Henman 
reeled off three straight games. BBE points, 
games i57%) chalk up sth 
@ vtadv+n + v+pron+adv è v+n+adv (less fre- 
quent) 
reel sth ‘out - REKL STH IN/OUT 


referred to the incident again. o Passengers are 
nou referred to as ‘customers’. 2 to describe or be 
connected to sb/sth: This paragraph refers to the 
events of last year. o This phenomenon is referred 
to in detail in chapter nine. o The term ‘visually 
handicapped’ refers to students who have serious 
difficulties in seeing. 
Refer to sb/sth can be used in the passive. 
© v+ prep 

re‘fer to sth to look at sth for information: You 
don't need to refer to a dictionary for this exercise. 
ṣa book, dictionary, manual, instructions 
i878) consult sth (more formal) 
Refer to sth can be used in the passive: Jt is 
important to provide a record that can be referred to, 
®© v+ prep 

re'fer sb/sth to sb/sth to send sb/sth to a differ- 
ent place or person in order to get help, advice or 
a decision: The case was referred to the Court of 
Appeal. © My tutor referred me to a counsellor © 
(formal) I refer you to my letter of 2 June. 
@ v+nipron+ prep 


reflect jrifekt; 


re'flect on sb/sth (also re'flect upon sb/sth 
more formal) to make sb have a particular opin- 
lon of sb/sth: When the department performs 
badly, it reflects on me as manager (= it makes 
people think I am a bad manager). o This inci- 
dent reflects badly on everyone involved. 6 When 
our students are successful it reflects well on the 
whale school. 
Reflect on sb/sth is often used with 
adverbs, especially badly or weil. 
@ v+prep 
EN reflect great credit on sb/sth to show that 
sb/sth is very good or has done sth very well: The 
fine condition of the cars reflects great credit on 
their owners. o The young orchestra's perform- 
ance reflected great credit on their training. 


regale fri'gend! 


re'gale sb with sth to entertain sb with stories, 
jokes, ete: She was regaling us with tales of her 
youth. 
© v+népron+ prep 


rein ren; 


rein ‘in; rein sth ‘in (also rein ‘back, rein sth 
‘back less frequent) to pull on the reins of a horse 
( the leather bands that go around its neck) to 
make it go more slowly or stop: Felipe reined buck 
and rode beside her. o She reined in her horse and 
waited for John to catch up, 
© vtadv è v+adv+n + v+npron+ adv 
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rein sb/sth ‘in (also rein sb/sth ‘back less fre- 


quent) to control sb or sth more strictly: We need 

to rein in publie spending. © The new President is 

faced with the task of reining in the military. o He 

teas unable to rein back his impatience. 

@ viadvin è v+pron+adv + vtn+ adv (less 
frequent) 


relate jrrieit; 
relate to sb/sth 1 to feel that you can under- 


stand a person, a situation, sth that sb does or 
feels, etc. and have sympathy with them/it: She 
was unable to relate to her youngest child. © I find 
him very difficult to relate to. o Ljustcoutdn’t relate 
to that movie at all. o She could relate to his feel- 
ings of guilt about his children. 2 to be connected 
to sb/sth; to refer to sb/sth: All the documents relat- 
ing to the matter were destroyed. o The new law 
relates only to children born after 1996. 

@® v+prep 


relieve (lis; 
re'lieve sb of sth 1 (formal to carry out a diffi- 


cult or unpleasant task for sb else, or instead of 
them: Rebots can relieve people of dull and repetitive 
work. > Can | relieve you of some af your bags © 
carry them for you)?2 formah to dismiss sb froma 
job or responsibility: He was relieved of his post as 
manager: In this meaning, relieve sb of sth 
is often used in the passive. 3 (informal, ironic) to 
robsbof sth: 7he thief relieved him of his wallet. 

È v+o/pron+ prep 


rely ‘rriay/ (relies, relying, relied, relied) 
re'ly on sb/sth (a/so re'ty upon sb/sth more for- 


mad 4 (for sth) to need or be dependent on sb/sth: 
She still has to rely on her parents for money. o He 
hasn't got a car and relies on public transport to get 
around, o We relied on Anna to transiate for us. © 
Before they got a piped water supply, local people 
had to rely on getting their water from wells and 
tanks. depend on/upon sb/sth (for sth) 2 to 
trust or have confidence in sb/sth: You can safely 
rely on her judgement. o Youcan rely on Jon to turn 
up late! (~ he always does) © For the first time in 
years she had someone she could rely on. o We relied 
on the advice of our solicitor. count on/upon 
sb/sth; depend on/upon = sb’sth Rely 
on/upon sb/sth can be used in the passive in this 
meaning: She cannot be relied on to tell the truth. 


© v+prep 


remember jrmembar}: 
re'member sb to sb (Bri} (not used in the pro- 


gressive tenses) used to ask sb ta give your greet- 
ings and good wishes to sb else: Remember me to 
your mother 

© v + nipron + prep 


reside in 


remind rrmand/ 
re'mind sb of sb/sth (not used in the progres- 


sive tenses) if sb/sth reminds you of sb/sth, they 


make you think of sb/sth because they are simi- 
lar: The smell of bread baking reminds me of 
home. o When Clare smiled, she reminded me of 
her mother o Watching his serious face, with its 
big round glasses, she was reminded of an oul, 
Remind sb of sh/sth can be used in the 
passive: Listening to her he was reminded of 
Helen. 

® v+nipron + prep 


rent ‘rent; 


rent sth ‘out (to sb) to allow something that you 
own to be used by someone else in return for pay- 
ment: They rented the house out to students. © 
Most of these houses are rented out. 
room, house, etc. 557%) hire sth out (to sb): 
let sth out (to sb) (Ark) 
Rent sth can also be used with the same 
meaning: You could rent a room to a student, 
@ v+nipron+ adv + v+advtn 


repair frr'pea(r), AmE ‘peri 


re'pair to... (formal or humorous) to go toa place: 
After dinner. they repaired to the lounge for coffee. 
@ v+ prep 


repo rt jcrpat; Ame report; 

report ‘back 1 (to sb) (on sb/sth) to give a 
spoken or written account of some information 
that you were asked to find out about: J have to 
report back to the manager on our progress. Z 
(to...) to return to a place, especially in order to 
start work again: When do vou have to report 
back for duty? 
@ v + adv 

report ‘in (to sb/sth) to contact sb to let them 
know where you are or what you are doing: The 
officer briefly reported in (to the police station). 

re‘port to sb (business) (not used in the progres- 
sive tenses) if you report to sb in a company or 
an organization, they are responsible for your 
work and tell you what to do: Ske reports directly 
to the chief executive. o A new team will be put 
together for the project, reporting to Julia Healey. 
© v+ prep 


reside rzad 

re'side in sb/sth (formal to be in sb/sth; ta be 
caused by sth: The attraction of the book resides 
in its illustrations. o The interests of the child res- 
ide in getting the best possible education. 
® v+ prep 


reside in 934 
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re'side infwith sb/sth (forma!) to be present in 
or belong to sb/sth: Supreme authority resides 
with the President. o Political power seems to res- 
ide increasingly tn the South of England. 
© v+prep 


resign rrzam/ 


resign yourself to sth, re'sign yourself to 
doing sth to be ready to accept sth unpleasant 
because you cannot avoid it: She resigned her- 
self toa her fate. © They resigned themselves to 
being defeated. o I’ve resigned myself to staying 
In again tonight, 
@ v+pron+ prep 


resolve frrzplv, AmE ri'zaly ! 


re'solve into sth: re'solve sth into sth to 
separate or to be separated into its parts: The 
design resolved into a number of different pat- 
terns. od lawyer's ability to resolve facts into 
their legal categories 
@ v+prep + v+pron+ prep 

re'soive into sth; re'solve itselffthem- 
selves into sth 4 if sth you see or hear at a dis- 
tance resolves into sth or resolves itself into 
sth, you gradually see it or hear it clearly as a 
particular thing: The grey shape resolved into a 
groupof walkers. o The white light resolved itself 
into the headlights of a car 2 to gradually 
become or be understood as sth: The discussion 
eventualiy resolved itself into two main issues. © 
The question resolves itself into whether individ- 
uals should be allowed to choose such a course of 
action. 
© v+ prep è v+pron+ prep 


resort irrant AmE ri'zo:rt/ 


re'sort to sth: re'sort to doing sth to make 
use of something, especially something bad or 
unpleasant, as a way of achieving sth, often 
because no other course of action is possible: 
They should be able to settle their differences with- 
out resorting to violence, o They resorted to brib- 
ery to get what they wanted. 
658i) violence, bribery 
Resort to sth/to doing sth can be used in 
the passive: Various measures were resorted to. 
© v+prep 


rest rest; 


‘rest on sb/sth (ciso ‘rest upon sb/sth more Jor- 
mal 1 to depend on sb/sth: Britain's hopes of a 
medal now rest on Henderson. 2 if your eyes rest 
on sb/sth, you look at themit: Her eves rested on a 
Photograph on the desk. 5083| eyes, gaze 
© + prep 


ELET] 


‘rest on sth (also ‘rest upon sth more formal to 


be based on sth: The whole case rests on one man’s 
evidence. o His argument seemed to rest on a false 
assumption, 

@ v+ prep 


rest ‘up (informal) 1 (old-fashioned, especially 


BrE) to rest after an illness or injury: He was 
advised to rest up for a week after his fall. 
Rest is usually used with this meaning. 2 (espe- 
cially Am) to rest in order to gain energy and 
strength, for example after an illness or before a 
sports competition: You should rest up if you're 
going to be fit for the game. © The climbers 
decided to rest up for a couple of days before can- 
tinuing up to the summit. Rest can also be 
used with this meaning. 

© vt adv 


‘rest with sb (to do sth) (formah (not used in the 


progressive tenses) to be sb's responsibility: The 
decision rests entirely with you. o The responsi- 
bility for bringing up children rests with the par- 
ents, ò It rests with the bus company to prove 
they were not responsible for the accident. 

TR) lie with sb (to do sth) 

© v + prep 


result irrzait; 
re‘sult in sth to have a particular effect: to make 


sth happen: The accident resulted in 67 deaths. © 
The agreement will result in employers working 
more closely with students and teachers, 

death, increase, loss 

@ v+prep 


retail rites; 
‘retail at/for sth (business) to be sold at a par- 


ticular price: The videos retail at £15 each. 
@ v+prep 


return rrem; AmE rrt; 
re'turn to sth 1 to go back to a previous state: 


Train services have returned to normal after the 
strike. go back to sth 2 to start discussing 
a subject you were discussing earlier: He returns 
to this topic later in the report. come back 
to sth 

® v+prep 


FeV ‘rev (-vv-) 
rev ‘up; rev sth ‘up if the engine of a vehicle 


revs up, or sb revs it up, it runs quickly 
although the vehicle does not move: The car 
revved up and roared away. 

Rev and rev sth are also used with this 
meaning. 

®© v+ adv + v+nipron+ adv + vtadvtn 


g Peet er Terres Teree Tre rere eee) LEJ 


rev ‘up (for sth), rev sb/sth'up (for sth) (espe- 


cially AmE) to become, or to make sb/sth, more 
active or excited: The team are revving up for next 
week's game, © It’s his job to rev up the audience 
before the show starts. 

@ v+adv « v+nipron + ady +e v+adv+n 


revel revi; (-Il-, -1-) 
‘revel in sth. ‘revel in doing sth to enjoy a 


situation or an experience very much: T think 
he’s secretly revelling in all the attention. o She 
seems to revel in annoying her parents. 

© v+prep 


revert fervart; AmE ri'vairt/ 
re'vert to sb Gand (of property and land) to 


return legally to the owner: After his death the 
house reverted to its original owner 
® v+prep 


re'vert to sth; re'vert to doing sth (formal) 1 


to go back to a previous condition or activity, 
especially a worse one: When the pressure is on, 
players revert to bad habits. © After a good year 
the team reverted to type in their last game (= 
they played badly again). o After 80 years as a 
school, the building has reverted back to being a 
house again. 2 to start talking or thinking again 
about a subject you were considering earlier: To 
revert to your earlier question... 

® v+ prep 


revolve icrvoly, AmErrvaly/ 
re'volve around sb/sth; re'volve around 


doing sth (also revolve round sb/sth, revolve 
round doing sth especially BrE) to have sb/sth as 
the main subject or interest: His whole life 
revolved round cars. > You think the whole world 
revolves around you. © Much of a dolphin's life 
revolves around finding and eating food. 

© v + prep 


revolve around sth (also re'volve round sth 


especially BrE) to move around sth in a circle: 
The earth revolves around the sun, 
© v+ prep 


rid ird; (ridding, rid, rid) 
‘rid sbisthyyourself of sb/sth (formal) to 


remove sth/sb unpleasant from a person, a place 
or an organization: The government pledged to 
rid the country of nuclear weapons, o How could 
she rid herself of Charles? 

This phrasal verb is used mainly in written 
English. 

® v+nipron+ prep 


rig out 


riddle (rat 
‘riddle sb/sth with sth to fill sb/sth with bullets 


or with holes: His body was riddled with bullets. 
o wooden beams riddled with holes oa bullet- 
riddled car 

Riddle sb/sth with sth is often used in the 
passive. 

®© v + nipron + prap 


be ‘riddled with sth to be full of sth, especially 


sth unpleasant or bad: The whole organization ts 
riddled with corruption. 
@ be+v+prep 


ride raid; (rode fraud; AME roud/ridden 


fridnj) 


‘ride on sth (usualiy used in the progressive 


tenses) to depend on sth: Ay whole future is riding 
on this interview. o There's a lot of money riding 
on this deal. o She has a lot riding on this film 
after the failure of the last two. 

@ v+ prep 


fide sth ‘out to manage to swrvive a difficult 


period or situation without suffering serious 
harm: Do you think the president will be able to 
ride out this latest crisis? o Of course your par- 
ents were angry, but you should have stayed to 
ride out the storm. 

storm, recession 

@ vtadv+n è v+nipron+ady 


ride ‘up if an item of clothing rides up, it grad- 


ually moves upwards, out of position: His waist- 
coat was riding up over his stomach. 
@ vt adv 


rifle rf; 
rifle ‘through sth to search quickly through sth 


such as drawers, cupboards or papers, in order to 
find or steal sth: Sally rifled through her ward- 
robe looking for something to wear. o The room 
looked as if a burglar had rifled through it (= it 
was very untidy). 

Rifle through sth can be used in the pas- 
sive: The drawers had been rifled through. 

@ v+prep 


rig irig; (-99-) 
‘rig sb/sth ‘out (in/with sth) (old-fashioned, BrE) 


to provide sb/sth with clothes or equipment: 
They took the kids to a big store and rigged them 
out from top to bottom (= bought them a set of 
new clothes, shoes, etc). o The ship had been 
rigged out with state-of-the-art equipment. 

kit sb/sth out (infwith sth) (BrE) 

Phi Rig sb out is often used in the passive. 

© v+adv+n è v+n/pron+ adv 


rig up 236 237 roll on 
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ig sth ‘up 1 to fix a piece of equipment into Ring and ring sb are also frequently used -> see also RIP-OFF at RIP SB/STH OFF; RIP-OFF at rise ‘up 1 (against sb/sth) (formal) to start to 


place: We've rigged up lights in the garden for the 
party. o He was rigged up to a machine so that the 
nurses could check his heartbeat. 2 to make or 
build sth quickly, using whatever materials are 
available: He had rigged up a sort of tent, using 
his jacket and shirt. 

@vtadvtn + v+nipron+adyv 


ri NY riy; (rang freen/rung ragi) 
To ring js not used in American English to 
mean ‘fo telephone’. To call is the most common 
verb for this in American English. It is also used 
in British English, as well as to phone. 
ring a’round/round: ring a'round/round 
sb/sth (BrE) to phone several people or places 
to find out information or discuss sth: lve spent 
the morning ringing round travel agents to find a 
flight. 
@ v+adv » v+prep 
ing ‘back; ring sb ‘back (Ar) to telephone 
sb again or to telephone sb who telephoned you 
earlier: PH ring you back later with more details. 
© Your mother called while you were out. She 
wants you to ring back. © Pue only got a few coins 
Jor this call (= from a public telephone). Can you 
ring me back? o If he phones while I'm out, tell 
him toring back later. 
@ v+ady + v+nipron+ adv 
Ying ‘In (BrE) 1 to telephone the place where you 
work: She felt so exhausted she rang in sick (= to 
say she could not come to work), è The boss rings 
in several tunes a day, ever when he's on holiday. 
2 to telephone a radio, television programme, 
ete: Listeners were asked to ring in with their 
opinions. 
® vtadv 
ing ‘off (BrE) to end a telephone conversation, 
and put the telephone down: He rang off before I 
could explain. 
Yio hang up 
@® v+adv 
Ting ‘out to be heard loudly and clearly: His clear 
voice rang out across the hall. o Suddenly shots 
rang out near dy. 
© v+adv 
fing ‘round, ring ‘round sb/sth (BrE) = RING 
AROUND/ROUND, RING AROUND/ROUND SB/STH 
ing ‘through (to sb/sth) (Ar#) to make a tele- 
phone cali ta sb, especially within the same 
building: Reception rang through to say my vis- 
itor had arrived. 
@ vtadv 


Ying ‘up: ring sb/sth ‘up (Ark) to telephone 
sb/sth: He rang up to apologize. o We must ring 
Jenny up tonight. o Can you ring up the station to 
check the train times? o My dad was once rung up 
by someone claiming to be John Lennon. 


with this meaning. Ring up and ring sb up are 
very common in spoken English. 
@ v+adv + v+to/pron+adv + v+adven 


ring sth ‘up to record the cost of goods being 


bought in a shop/store on a machine (a cash 
register); to make sales of the value mentioned: 
She rang up the drinks on the till. o The company 
rang up profits of $160 million last year 

@ vtadvien + v+nipron+ adv 


rinse frms; 
rinse sth ‘out 1 to make sth clean by washing it 


in water: Ruth finished her coffee and rinsed ort 
her cup out under the tap. o Rinse your mouth out 
to get rid of the taste. Rinse sth is also used 
with the same meaning: Ske quickly rinsed her 
cup and plate. 2 (also rinse sth ‘out of sth) to 
remove sth such as soap from sth else with 
water: Leave the conditioner on your hair for 
three minutes and then rinse it ott. 
wash sth out 
@® v+nfpron+ adv + vt+advt+n 

2 also v + n/pron + adv + prep 


rip irip/-pp-) 
'rip at sth to attack sth violently and tear it or cut 


it: The bird ripped at its rival's throat. o (figura- 
tive) The hurricane tore at their skin and ripped 
at their clothes. 


© v+prap 


ip ‘Into sb/sth (with sth) (for sth/for doing sth) 


(informal) to criticize sb in an angry way for sth 
they have done or said: He ripped into me for 
being late. 

iS¥N) lay into sb/sth (with sth) (for sth/for doing 
sth) 

Rip into sb/sth can be used in the passive 
© v+prep 


ip ‘into/through sb/sth to go very quickly or 


violently into or through sb/sth: An explosion 
ripped through a four-storey apartment building. 
© v+ prep 


rip sb ‘off (informal) to cheat sb, for example by 


charging them too much for sth, selling thern sth 
of poor quality, etc: The hank was accused of rip- 
ping off its customers. o The tickefs were very 
expensive, but the play was lerrible. We felt we'd 
been ripped aff 

Rip sb off is often used in the passive: The 
law protects tenants from being ripped off by 
landlords. 

@ vtadv+n + v+nipron+ adv 

> ‘rip-off v (usually sing.) (informal) a situation 
where you pay too much for sth; sth that is not 
worth what you pay for it: They charged you £25 


for a T-shirt? What a rip-off!o The meal was a 


fotal rip-off o rip-off prices 


RIP 8TH OFF 


rip sb/sth ‘off (informal) to copy sb/sth, by steal- 


ing ideas, designs, ete. especially in order to 
make money for yourself: Another band has 
ripped off our song. © She was accused of ripping 
aff other people's ideas. 

@ vtadvt+n + v+nipran+ adv 

» ‘rip-off (of sth) n (informal) a copy of sth, espe- 
cially one that is not as good as the original: He 
has a stall that sells designer rip-offs (= clothes). 
> see also RIP-OFF at RIP SB OFF; RIP-OFF at RIP 
STH OFF 


‘rip sth ‘off (slang) to steal sth: Thieves broke in 


and ripped off five computers. 

iY) nick sth (BrE, slang) 

@ v+nipron+adv e vtadvtn 

b ‘rip-off n (informal) an act of stealing sth: Zt 
was a scandalous rip-off of public funds. 

-> see also RIP-OFF at RIP SB OFF; RIP-OFF at RIP 
SBISTH OFF 


Fip sth ‘off; rip sth ‘off sb/sth to remove sth, 


especially clothing, very quickly by pulling 
sharply: The fans were trying to rip his clothes off 
© She ripped the poster off the wall. 

JY) tear sth off, tear sth off sb/sth 

® vinipront adv « v+advin 


Fip ‘through sth = RiP INTO/THROUGH STH 
tip sth ‘up 1 to tear sth to pieces: I ripped the let- 


fer up without reading it. 2 to pull sth quickly or 
violently from the floor or ground: A gang of 
teenagers ripped up fences and plants. > We've 
ripped up the old carpets and painted the walls. 
tear sth up 

@ v+nipron+ adv » vtadvtn 


rise frarz/ (rose /rauz; AmE rouz/risen /rizn/) 
rise a'bove sth (written) 1 to not be affected or 


limited by problems, insults, etc.; to be able to 
deal with problems: She was able to rise above her 
disability. 2 to be too wise or good to do sth wrong 
or to think or hehave in the way other people do: 
He had an unusual ability to rise above the preju- 
dices of his generation. o There will always be 
gossip. You have to try and rise above it. 3 to be 
better than other similar things: Her articles 
never rise above the level of a gossip column. 

® v+ prep 


‘rise to sth 1 to deal successfully with a situation 


or problem that you do not expect or do not usu- 
ally have to face: The job wasn't easy but Sam was 
ready to rise to the challenge. © The play was a 
challenge for the actors but they rose to the ocea- 
sion. 2 ta react when sb is deliberately trying to 
make you angry or get you interested in sth: J ref- 
use to rise to that sort of comment. o F decided to 
flatter him and he rose to the bait (= he reacted 
in the way that I wanted). 

© v+ prep 


fight against or refuse to obey people in author. 
ity, for example a government or king: The people 
rose up against the invaders. rebel (against 
sb/sth) 2 (literary) to appear as a tall shape above 
the surroundings: A magnificent palace rose up 
before her. 

@ v+ady 

> ‘uprising nm a situation in which a group of 
people join together to fight against or to refuse 
to obey people in authority: The uprising was 
ruthlessly suppressed. 


roll iraul Ams rool} 
roll a'round (BrE also roll 'round) (informal) 1 


(BrE also roll a’bout) to be laughing so much 
that that yon can hardly contro! yourself: Her 
speech had everyone rolling around with laugh- 
ter: 2 (of a regular event) to arrive; to happen at 
the usual time: We khave to be ready when election 
time roils around again. 33¥) come round, 
come around 

® v + adv 


roll sth ‘back 4 to reduce the amount of influ- 


ence, power or importance that sth has; to 
change sth so that it is the opposite of what it 
was: They were determined to roll back union 
power. 2 to reduce prices, wages, etc: We must roll 
back inflation. prices 3 to make sth go back 
or further away: to roll back the frontiers of 
spacelscience © The former international football 
player rolled back the years with a brilliant per- 
formance last night (© he played as he did when 
he was younger). GBI frontiers 

@ viadven » v+pron+adv + v +n + adv (rare) 

r ‘rollback (of sth) 72 1 (especially AmE) a reduc- 
tion or decrease in sth: a 2% rollback in taxes 2 
(computing) a return to the condition that existed 
before there was an error in a computer system 


roli sth 'down 1 to open out a piece of clothing, 


ete. that has been folded over and over: She rolled 
down her sleeves. sleeves 2 to lower sth; to 
open a window in a car, especially by turning a 
handle: He roiled down the car window and 
waved to us. car window 

roll sth up 

@ vtadvi+n + v+nipron+ adv 


roll ‘in Gryormal) 1 to arrive in great numbers or 


quantities: Offers of help continue to roll in. 2 to 
arrive somewhere, usually late and without 
being worried or sorry: Rob finally rolled in at 
lunch time. 

®© vt adv 


roll 'on 1 (of time) to pass steadily: As the years 


rolled on the painful memories began to fade. 2 to 
continue without changing very much: For the 
next few weeks the debate rolled on. 3 roll on... 
(BrE, informal) used to say that you wish sth 
would come soon: Roli on summer! 

@ v + adv 


MAAS E ERC aeae RR Rom de sree eS FRE asda eee ore ee NA ee RR dea oe epee PE MTIILE 


roll sb/sth ‘out (informal, especially AmE) to use 
sb/sth to help you achieve sth: He rolled out all 
his ald friends to help him win the election. o The 
Moscow Circus rolled out dancing bears to 
announce its arrival in North America. 
® vtadvtn e v+pron+adv + v+n+adv 


‘roll sth ‘out 4 to make a substance such as pas- 
try flat and thin by rolling sth over it: Rofl out the 
pastry with a clean rolling pin. GEJ pastry, 
dough 2 to unfold sth that is in a roll and put it 
flat on the ground: J rolled out my sleeping bag 
and crawled in. JPF) roll sth up 3 to officially 
make a new product available to the public: The 
Air Force wiil roll out its new planes in November 
launch sth 
@ v+adv+n + v+nipron+ adv 
EX roll out the red ‘carpet (for sb) to treat sb 
like a very important visitor 
+ ‘roll-out z an occasion when a company intro- 
duves a new product: a roll-out ceremony 


roll ‘over; roll sb/sth ‘over 1 (of a person) to 
turn from lying on one side of your body to the 
other side: to move sb in this way: She rolled over 
onto her back. © I rolled the baby over and sat up. 
2 (of a vehicle, a boat, etc.) to turn onto its side or 
upside down; to move sth in this way: The car 
rolled over into a ditch. 
33¥") turn over, turn sb/sth over 
@ v+ady + v+nipron+ adv 


Foll sth ‘over 1 (finance) to allow money that sb 
owes to be paid at a later date: The government 
agreed to roll over the debt. 683i debt, loan 2 
(BrE) to add the prize money in a competition in 
a particular week to the prize money the next 
week, if no one has won it: This week's lottery 
jackpot will be rolled over until next week. 
© vtadvt+n + v+n/pron+ adv 
> ‘rollover n 1 [C] (BrE) a prize of money ina 
competition that is formed by adding the prize 
from one week when no one has won it to the 
prize for the next week: This week there is a 
rollover of $14 million. © a rollover jackpotiweek 
2 [U] finance) the act of allowing money that is 
owed to be paid at a later date 

roll ‘round (BrE) =ROLL AROUND 


roll ‘up (informal to arrive: He finally rolled up 
an hour late. Roll up! Roli up for the greatest 
show on earth! (= used to invite people who are 
passing to come and form an audience) 

® vtadv 

roll sth ‘up 1 to turn the end of a piece of cloth- 
ing over and over to make it shorter: He rolled up 
his sleeves and started washing the dishes. 
sleeves, trousers roll ath down 2 to fold 
sth to make the shape of a tube or a ball: She 
rolled up the sleeping bag. roll sth out 3 to 
close the window in a car, especially by turning a 


eee) 


handle; to raise sth: She rolled up the window und 
drove aff car window }9F* roll sth down 
@ vt+adven ¢ v+nipron + adv 

> ‘roll-up n (BrE, informal) a cigarette that you 
make yourself by rolling tobacco in special 
Paper: Simon lit a roll-up. 


FOMP ‘romp: AmE ra:mp/ 


romp a'head/a'way (BrE) to make progress, 
incercase or win quickly and easily: The home 
team romped away to win by 3 goals. 
This verb is mostly used in newspapers. 
@ vtadv 

romp ‘through sth (BrE, informal) to do sth 
easily and quickly: She romped through the exam 
Questions. 
This verb is mostly used in newspapers. 
® v+ prep 


root irut, 


root a'round; root a'round/through sth 
(BTE also root a'bout, root a‘bout sth) (for sth) 
to move things around or turn them over to try to 
find sth: He was rooting around in the drawer for 
his keys. o Something or someone had been root- 
ing through the piles of rubbish. 
@ v+adv « v+prep 


‘root for sb/sth (informal (usually used in the 


progressive tenses) to support or encourage sb in 
a sports competition or when they are in a diffi- 
cult situation: Good luck PIH be rooting for you! 
@ v+ prep 


root sb/sth ‘out 1 to find the person or thing 


that is causing a problem and remove or get rid 
of them: The government has promised to rootout 
police corruption. o The trouble makers seem to 
have been rooted out. corruption 2 (infor- 
mal) to find sh/sth when it is not easy or it takes a 
long time: They eventually rooted out two wit- 
nesses. © I’ve got some instructions for the camera 
somewhere ..- FU see if T can root them out. o PH 
root out the photo for you. B® dig sth out; hunt 
sth down/out 

@ vtadv+n + v+pron+ady + vtn+tadv (less fre- 

quent) 


root ‘through sth - ROOT AROUND, ROOT 


AROUND/THROUGH STH 


‘root sb to sth if fear. shock, etc. roots you toa 


place, it makes you unable to move: She stood 
rooted to the spot in horror 
Œ v + n/oron+ prep 


oot sth ‘up to dig or pull up a plant, tree, etc. 


with its roots: Kids have been rooting up plants 
and carving their names on the trees. 
@ vtadv+n è v+n/pron+ adv 


239 


rope jroup; AME roup/ 


rope sb ‘in; rope sb ‘into sth: rope sb ‘into 
doing sth (informal) to persuade sb to take part 
in an activity or to help you, even when they do 
not want to: We'll rope Colin in to help us. o I got 
roped into washing all the dirty dishes. 
Sama This phrasal verb is often used in the 
passive. 
© vt n/pron+adv + vt+adv+n + v+nipron + prep 
rope sth ‘off to separate one area from another 
with ropes, in order to stop people from entering 
it: The scene of the crime had been roped off 
area 
MAR Rope sth off is often used in the passive. 
@ vt nipront+adv è v+adv+n 


rot ‘rot; AmE rati (-tt-} 


rot a'way to gradually decay: The window frame 
had rotted away. 
@ v+adv 


rough /raf/ 


rough sth ‘out to draw or write the main parts 
of sth without including all the details: She 
roughed out the design on the back af an envelope. 
© I've roughed out a few ideas for the book. 
@ viadvine v+prontady + vtn+ adv (less 

frequent) 

rough sb ‘up (informad to hurt sb by hitting or 
Kicking them, especially in order to frighten or 
warn them: They didn’t want to Kill him, just 
rough him up a little, o Demonstrators claimed 
they had been roughed up by the police. 
@ v+nipron+ adv + v+adv+n 


round jraund/ 


round sth ‘down (te sth) = ROUND STH UP/DOWN 
{TO STH) 

round sth ‘off 4 (Am also round sth ‘out) (with 
sth) to end or complete sth in a satisfactory way: 
We rounded off the meal with coffee. o The team 
rounded off a successful season with another bril- 
liant victory. o The evening was rounded off wiih 
a disco. the day, the evening 2 to give a 
smooth curved shape to the edge of sth: F 
rounded off the corners with sandpaper. 
@ vt+advt+n + v+nipron+ady 

'round on sb to suddenly speak angrily to sb and 
criticize or attack them: He rounded on her 
angrily and told her to keep her mouth shut. 
® v+ prep 

round sth ‘out (AmE) =R8OUND STH OFF I 

found sb/sth ‘up to bring together a number of 
people, animals or objects in one place: to round 
up catileisheep o The gang were rounded up and 
put in jail. © (humorous) We've rounded up some 
good speakers for the conference. 
@ v+advt+n + v+nipron+ ady 


rub in 


» ‘round-up 7 [usually sing] 1a brief summary 
of the most important points of news or sport, 
for example on a television or radio news pro- 
gramme: a news round-up © @ round-up af the 
day's events 2 an act of bringing people or ani- 
mals together in one place: a round-up of wild 
ponies o a round-up of suspects 


round sth ‘up/down (to sth) to increase/ 


decrease a number to the next highest or lowest 
whole number: He rounded the price down to 
$900. © Totals should be rounded up to the nearest 
whole number 

© v+nipron+adv e vtadvtn 


rub /rab/ (-bb-) 


rub a'gainst sb/sth; rub ‘up against sb/sth 


if an animal rubs (up) against sb/sth, it moves 
backwards and forwards and presses itself 
against them/it: The cat rubbed (up) against her 
leps. 
© v+prep + v + adv + prep 
rub along (with sb/together) (BrE, informa!) to 
live or work together with sb in a satisfactory 
way: We rubalong all right with the neighbours. 
get on/along (with sh/together) 
@ vtadv 
rub sb/sth ‘down; rub yourself ‘down to 
i rub the skin of a person, an animal, etc. with sth 
such as a towel, to make it clean and dry: She 
rubbed herself down with a towel. o After exer- 
cise each horse must be rubbed down. 
© v+nipron+adv + viadvt+n . 
> ‘rub-down n [usually sing.] an act of rubbing 
sb/sth yourself with a towel, for example 
> see diso RUB-DOWN at RUB STH DOWN 
rub sth ‘down 4 (especially BrE) to make sth 
" clean by wiping it with a cloth, etc: Rub the walls 
down well before painting them. 2 to make the 
surface of sth smooth by rubbing it with special 
paper, etc: He rubbed the woodwork down with 
sandpaper. 
@ v+nipron+ adv + y+adv+łn | 
» ‘rub-down n [usually sing.] (especially Brin 1 
an act of cleaning the surface of sth with a cloth, 
etc, 2 an act of rubbing the surface of sth to 
make it smooth 
+ see aisO RUB-DOWN at RUB SR/ISTH DOWN, RUB 
YOURSELF DOWN 
tub sth ‘in to say sth to sb which reminds them of 
sth that they feel embarrassed or guilty about 
and would like to forget: Jalready know it was my 
fault — there’s no need to rub it in. o Was he try- 
ing to rub in the fact that he didn't like me? 
it 
Rub sth in is not used in the passive. 
© v+n/pron+ady e vtadven 
EI rub sb's ‘nose in it to remind sb of sth they 
feel embarrassed or guilty about and would like 
to forget 


SUPP RR TERY ERR EADCE¢ CSS SoU PER EN OPE EREN a TET EEN Ennead ee oe ed eee ees 


rub sth ‘in; rub sth ‘Into sth to spread a sub- 
Stance over a surface while pressing firmly with 


your fingers, a cloth, etc: Rub the lotion into your 


skin with your fingers. o Spray on the polish and 
rub it in well. 
cream, lotion 
© v+nipron+ adv è v+adv+n e v+n/pron+ prep 
rub ‘off (on/onto sb) if sth, such as a good quality 
that sb has, rubs off onto you, you gain some of 
that quality by spending time with the person: 
Let's hope some of his good luck rubs off on me! o 
None of her love for nature has rubbed off onto 
her children. 
@ v+adv 
rub ‘off; rub sth ‘off; rub sth ‘off sth to be 
removed from sth by rubbing: to remove sth from 
sth by rubbing: Somebody's used the wrong kind 
of pen on the whiteboard and it won'trub off o He 
quickly rubbed mud off his face. 
© v+ adv « v+nipron+adv è V+adven » 
V+ n/pron + prep 


ub sb ‘out (AmE, slang) to murder sb: He was 
rubbed out before he could give evidence. 
bump sb off (informal), do away with sb 
(4yformal, murder sb 
Rub sb out is often used in the passive. 
@ v+nipron+ adv » v+adven 


rub sth ‘out (BrE) to remove the marks made by 
a pen, pencil, piece of chalk, etc. from a piece of 
paper, a board, etc: Draw the outline with a soft 
pencil, so that you can rub it out later 
erase sth (more formal 
© v + nipron+ adv + v+adven 

rub 'up against sb/sth = rvs AGAINST SB/STH, 
RUB UP AGAINST SB/STH 


ruck /rak/ 


ruck ‘up; ruck sth ‘up (BrE) to form untidy 
folds; to make sth do this: Your blouse has rucked 
up at the back. © Her skirt was rucked up. 
@ v+adv + v+adv+n è v+n/pron +adv 


rule ruy 


Tule sth ‘in; rule sth ‘into sth (formal if sb 
rules sth in, they decide that it is possible, or 
that it can or should happen: He asked for all pos- 
sible results to be ruled in to the discussions. 

35'P) rule sth out, rule sth out of sth 
@ v+n/pron+ adv è v+adv+n « v+n/pron + prep 
rule sb ‘out (as sth), rule sb ‘out of sth 4 if 
somebody rules somebody else out, they decide 
that it is not possible for them to have done sth or 
to do sth, or that they are not suitable for sth: The 
police soon ruled out her husband as a suspect. o 
The producer ruled out an older actress for the rote. 
© Ramsay has been ruled out as too old for the job. 
2 if something rules sb out, it makes it impos- 
sible for sb to have done sth or to do sth, or makes 
them unsuitable for sth: Several people saw her at 


Perse reese 


the restaurant at 9.00 p.m. so that seems to rule her 
out as the murderer. > Beckham has been ruled out 
of tonight’s game with a knee injury. 
+> see also RULE YOURSELF, ITSELF, ETC. OUT, RULE 
YOURSELF, ITSELF, ETC. OUT OF STH 
© v+ pron +adv +» vtadven « 

v+ n/pron + adv + prep 


rule sth ‘out (as sth), rule sth ‘out of sth 4 if 
somebody rules sth out, they decide that it is 
not possible, or that it cannot or should not hap- 
pen: The police have ruled out suicide. oI 
wouldn't rule anything out. o Detectives have not 
ruled out the possibility that she was abducted. 
© Manchester has been ruled out as the site for the 
next Olympics. © Sabotage was ruled out of the 
investigation. rule sth in, rule sth Into sth 
2 if something rules sth out, it makes it impos- 
sible for sth to happen, or makes sth unsuitable 
for a particular purpose: The latest developments 
rule out the possibility of a lasting peace. o The 
change in the weather ruled out any climbing the 
next day. © The size of the house ruled it out as a 
family home (= it was too small). 
® v+adv+n « v+n/pron + adv « 
Vv + n/pron + adv + prep 
rule yourself, itself, etc. ‘out; rule your- 
self, itself, atc. ‘out of sth to decide you do 
not want to or are not able to do sth; to decide that 
you are not suitable for sth: Smith has not ruled 
himself out of Saturday's game. 
© v+ pron + adv + v+ pron 4 adv + prep 


rumble rambi 


rumble ‘on (written, especially BrE) if an argu- 
ment, a dispute, etc. rambles on, it continues 
slowly and steadily for much longer than it 
should: The dispute rumbled on through the sum- 
mer. © The row has been rumbling on for two years. 
Ò v+adv 


FUN /ran/ (running, ran /rzen/run) 


~ about —in 
241 ~ across ~ imo 
~ after 243 ~off 
~ along ~ off together 
~ around ~ off with 
~- around aftar ~on 
~ around with ~ out 
~al ~= out on 
= away 244 ~ over 
~ away from ~ past 
~ away with ~ round 
~ away/off ~ found after 
~ away/off together ~ through 
~ away/off with = 10 
242 ~by ~p 
~ down ~ up against 


ra an a ee 


un a‘bout run a'bout sth (BrE) = RUN 
AROUND, RUN AROUND STH 


Lhnnas eee 


> ‘runabout n (informal) 1 a small car, boat or 
aircraft, used mainly for short Journeys 2(AmE) 
a person who moves from place to place 
run a'cross sb/sth to meet sb or find sth by 
chance: J ran across Mary in town yesterday. 
come across sb/sth 
@ v+ prep 
run ‘after sb (informal) to try to persuade sb to 
have a romantic or sexual relatlonship with you: 
He’s always running after younger women. 
@ v+ prep 
run ‘after sb/sth to run to try to catch sb/sth; to 
chase sb/sth: They ran after the thief but he got 
away. 
® v* prep 
run a'long (old-fashioned, informal) used to tell 
sb, especially a child, to go away and not disturb 
you: Run along now, children, I’m busy. 
® v+ adv 
run a‘round; run a'round sth (BrE also run 
a'bout/round, run a’bout/round sth) 1 to run 
in different directions, especially in an excited 
way: It's a lovely park to run around in. o The 
children were running round the house with no 
clothes on. o They stopped the car to let the dogs 
out to run about, 2 to move very quickly from 
place to place, being very busy: J ran around like 
a mad thing all day. o He's been running about 
the place organizing the party. o lve been run- 
ning round everywhere looking for you! © He's 
had the police running around In circles 
(= being very busy but not achieving anything). 
ys) rush around, rush around sth, tear 
around, tear around sth 
@ v+adv « v+prep 
> ‘runaround n if you give sb the run around, 
you treat them badly by delaying them, giving 
them false information, not telling them the 
truth, etc: You Know where she is, don’t you, but 
you’re just giving me the run around. 
run a'round after sb (BrE also run ‘round 
after sb) to be very busy doing a lot of things for 
sb, when they should be able to do them for them- 
selves: His mother shouldn’t have to run around 
after him. o She spends all her time running 
round after the children. 
® v + adv + prep 
run a'round with sb (disapproving) to spend a 
lot of time with sb: Their son is running around 
with a bad crowd. 
® v> adv + prep 
‘run at sb torun towards sb to attack them or as if 
you were going to attack them: He ran at me with 
a knife. 
@ v+prep 


241 


run away with 


'run at sth (often used in the progressive tenses) to 
be at or near a particular level or rate: Inflation is 
running at 26%. © Interest rates were running at 
record levels. Inflation, unemployment 
@ v> prep 

run a'way 1 (from sb/sth) to move quickly away 
from sb/a place; to escape from sb/a place: A man 
was seen running away from the shop. > ‘Bye 
then,’ she said, and ran away without looking 
back. o His first instinct was to run away. > see 
also RUN OFF 1 2 (from sth) to leave the place 
where you are living or staying suddenly and 
secretly because you are unhappy: She ran away 
from home on several occasions, ó He ran away 
and joined a circus. > see also RUN OFF 23 to leave 
a person or a place to try to avoid doing sth: Don’t 
run away — I want your advice. 4 used to tell a 
child to go away and not disturb you: Run away 
and play. 

@ v+adv 
> ‘runaway adj [only before noun) 1 (of a situ- 
ation or an event) happening quickly and easily 
and not able to be controlled: The movie has been 
a runaway success. © The game was a runaway 
victory for Liverpool. o runaway inflation 2 (of 
an animal or a vehicle) moving, but no longer 
under the control of the rider or driver: a rur- 
away horse 3 (of a person) having secretly left 
their home or the place where they are staying: 
runaway children! teenagers 
> ‘runaway 7 a person who has left their home or 
the place where they are staying suddenly and 
secretly because they are unhappy there: a 16 
year-old runaway 
run a'way/off, run a'way/off with sb; run 
a'way/off together to leave your home, hus» 
band, wife, etc. secretly with sb else in order to 
marry them or have a sexual relationship with 
them: They ran away to Scotland. © We think 
John and Susie have run off together. 
@ v+adv e v+adv+prep è v>adv + adv 
run a'way from sth to try to avoid dealing with 
or thinking about sth because it is difficult or 
unpleasant: He is running away from his respon- 
sibilities. o You can’t just run away from difficult 
situations — you must face up to them. 
CEJ responsibilities 
@® v + adv + prep 
run a'way with sb; run a'way together = 
RUN AWAY/OFF, RUN AWAY/OFF WITH SB, RUN 
AWAY/OFF TOGETHER 
run a'way with you if a feeling, an emotion, 
etc. runs away with you, you are not able to con- 
trol it: Her imagination tends to run away with 
her. o My tongue ran away with me and I said 
things Iregretted. imagination, tongue 
© v> adv + prep 


run away with 249 


run away with sth 4 to win sth clearly or 
easily: Their team are running away with the 
championship. © She ran away with the show 
(= she was easily the best performer). 2 (espe- 
cially AME) (also run ‘off with sth) to escape 
with sth that you have stolen or taken without 
asking: The treasurer ran away with all the 


the project so far. 
=> see AÍSO RUNDOWN at RUN DOWN, RUN STIL DOWN 
$ v+ prep + v+n/pron+ prep 

run sb/sth ‘down 4 (of a vehicle or its driver) to 
hit a person or an animal and knock themit to 
the ground: The cyclist was run down bya lorry. © 
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'run into sb/sth; 'run sth into sb/sth to acci- 
dentally crash into sb/sth; to make a vehicle de 
this: The car went out of control and ran into a 
tree. o The lorry behind ran into the back of me\(= 
my car). © Beran Ais car into a tree. 
® v+prep +» v+n/pron+ prep 


run out 


ficult to write, such as a poem, speech, ete. 
quickly and easily: She ran off a fantastic speech 
in no time at all. 

@ vtadvtn + v+nipron + adv 


run ‘off with sb; run ‘off together = kun 


AWAY/OFF WITI SB, RUN AWAY/OFF TOGETHER 


‘run into sth 1 to meet or enter an area of bad run ‘off with sth = Ruy away WITH STH 2 
weather while travelling: We ran into a patch af run ‘on 4 to continue to run in the same direc- 


You nearly ran down that pedestrian. 


Junds. 3 (informal to believe sth that is not true: knock sb down; knock sb over CAA In this 


Den't run away with the idea that everything 


was perfect in our marriage. CE3 idea. impres- 
sion 
® 1,2 y+ adv+prap 

3 v + adv + prep + noun 


Fun sth 'by/past sb (informal) toshow sb sthor 


tell them about an idéa, a proposal, ete. in order 
to get their reaction to it: ‘ve got a few ideas I'd 
like tò run by you. o Run that past me again. 
@ v+n/pron+ prep 
run ‘down, run sth ‘down 1 to lose power or 
stop working; to make sth do this: I think the bal- 
teries are running down. o If you leave your 
headlights on, you'll run the battery down. 
battery 2 to stop functioning gradually or 
become smaller in size or number: to make sth 
do this: Oil supplies in the region will start to run 
down in the next decade. o The company are run- 
ning down their operations in the UK. 
© v+adv + v+nipron+ adv « v+adven 
> rundown (in/of sth) n (usually sing. (BrE) ta 
reduction in the size, number, amount or import- 
ance of sth: The public are complaining ahout the 
rundown of health services. Z a description or an 
explanation of sth, especially the main points: a 
rundown of the history of each team 
-> see GISO RUNDOWN at RUN DOWN STH, RUN STH 
DOWN STH 
> run-‘down adi 1 (of a building or an area) in 
poor condition; that has not been looked after: a 
run-down area of East London 2 (of a business. 
ele.) not as busy or as active as it used to be 3 [not 
before noun] (of a person) tired, weak and not in 
good health after having worked too hard, ete: 
i'm feeling a bit run-down. 
-> See also RUNDOWN at RUN DOWN STH, RUN STH 
DOWN STH 
tun ‘down sth if a liquid rans down a surface, 
it flows downwards over it: Tears were running 
down his cheeks. 
$ v+ prep 
un ‘down sth; run sth ‘down sth 4 to look 
quickly at a list; to quickly read and mention the 
items on it: Her eyes ran down the figures on the 
page. © She ran her eyes down the page. 2 to pass, 
or to make sth pass, downwards over a surface: 
She ran her finger down the page. 
> ‘rundown (on/of sth) n [usually sing.] an 
explanation or a description of sth: [can give you 
a brief rundown on each of the job applicants. o 
We would like a full rundown on the progress of 


meaning run sb/sth down is often used in the 
passive. It can also suggest that the driver of the 
vehicle intended to hit the person or animal: The 
officer challenged the thief and tried to make the 
car stop, but the driver ran him down. > see also 
RUN SR/STH OVER 2 to crilicize sb/sth in an 
unkind way: She's always running her husband 
down in front of their friends. SES) disparage 
sb/sth (/orma/) REIG In this meaning run sb/sth 
down is not used in the passive. > see also RUN 
YOURSELF DOWN 3 to find sb/sth after looking for 
along time: J finally ran the book down in the col- 
lege library. track sb/sth down: trace 
sb/sth IAA In this meaning run sb/sth down is 
not used in the passive. 

© v+nipron+ adv + v+adven 


Fun yourself 'down to criticize yourself, often 


unfairly: You're always running yourself down! 
> see G180 RUN SBISTH DOWN 2 
® v+ pron +adv 


run ‘in, run ‘into sth (AmE, informah to visit sb 


for a short time in an informal way: to go some- 
where quickly on your way to somewhere else: 
Pil run in on my way home. o Can you run into 
the adry-cleaner's on your way to work? 

@ v+adv « v+prep 


fun sb ‘in (old-fashioned, informal) to arrest sb 


and take them to a police station: She was run in 
for shoplifting. 

@ vtnipront adv + v +adv +n (rare) 

+ ‘run-in 7 4 (with sb) (informal an argument or 
a quarrel: J had a run-in with mp mum this even- 
ing. 2 (also 'run-up) (to sth) (BrE) a period of 
preparation just before an event takes place: the 
final run-in to the World Cup 3 the action of 
approaching sth or the distance you cover: the 
final run-in to the target 


run sb ‘in; run sb ‘into sth... to take sb by car 


to the centre of town, etc: J need to go into town. 
Can you run me in? 
@ v+nfpron+ adv e v+n/pron + prep 


run sth ‘in (Sr£) (in the past) to drive a vehicle 


slowly and carefully when it is new so that you 
do not damage the engine: J’ not going on 
motorways until Ive run the car in, 

$ v+nipront+ adv ə v+adv+n 


run ‘into sb to meet sb by chance: Guess who I 


ran into today? o You rarely run into people you 
know in London. 

Io bump into sb (informal 

© v+prep 


thick fog just outside the city. GE bad weather 2 
to experience difficulties or problems: We ran 
into problems right from the beginning of the pro- 
ject. trouble, difficulties, problems, oppos- 
ition 3 to reach a particular level or amount: The 
bill will run into hundreds of pounds, 4 if things 
run into each other, or sth runs into sth else. 
they join so that they can only be separated with 
difficulty: 7 tried to explain, but my words all ran 
into each other. 

© v+ prep 


run sb ‘into sth -RUN SB IN, RUN SB INTO STH 
‘run sth into sb/sth = kun INTO $B/ STH, RUN STH 


INTO SB/STI 


Fun ‘off 1 to move quickly away from sb/a place; 


to escape from sbfa place: The thief ran off down 
a side street. o They ran off laughing. > see also 
RUN AWAY 1 2 to leave a place secretly: She ran off 
in the middle of the night. > see also RUN AWAY 2 
-» see also RUN AWAY/OFF, RUN AWAY/OFF WITH SB, 
RUN AWAY/OFF TOGETHER 

® v+adv 


run ‘off, run ‘off sth if a road, path, etc. runs 


off or rans off a place, it leads away from it: Can 
you see that road running off to the right? o Sev- 
erai doors ran off the corridor. 

@ v+adv « v+prep 


run ‘off, run ‘off with sb; run ‘off together 


= RUN AWAY/OFF, RUN AWAY/OFF WITH SB, RUN 
AWAY/OFF TOGETHER 


tun ‘off sb/sth to drain or flow from sb/sth: 


Water runs off the fields into the valley. © Sweat 
was running off her. 

G08} water, sweat 

$ v+prep 

> ‘run-off n [C] (technical) rain, water or other 
liquid that runs off land and into rivers, etc. 


run ‘off sth; run sth ‘off sth (of a machine, 


etc.) to use a particular type of power in order to 
operate a machine: The outboard motor runs off 
an ordinary car battery 

+ see also RUN ON STI, RUN STH ON STH 

© v+prep + v+n/pron + prep 


run sth ‘off 1 to produce copies of a piece of 


writing, etc. on a machine: They ran off hun 
dreds of capies of the leaflet. o Can you rien these 
letters off for me? G9 In informal spoken lan- 
guage run sb off sth and run sb sth offare also 
used: PH just run you off a copy. o PH run you a 
copy off now. 2 to produce sth that is usually dif- 


tion: PH stop here, you run on ahead. 2 to con- 
tinue longer than is necessary or expected: I 
don’t want the meeting to run on, 3 (about sth) 
(especially AME) to continue talking for a long 
time about unimportant things: Ske does tend to 
runon! o She ran on with great enthusiasm about 
her iatest project. 4 [+ adv/prep] (of a road or a 
track) to continue in the same direction: The 
road runs on into the desert. Sof a line of text) to 
continue into the next line: This line runs on into 
the next verse of the poem. 

goon 

& v+adv 


‘rum on sth if your thoughts etc. run on a par- 


ticular subject, you think or talk about it a lot: 
Her thoughts kept running on their last meeting. 
®© v + prep 


‘run on sth: 'run sth on sth to use a particular 


type of power or fuel to make a machine or a 
vehicle work: You can run the car on any type of 
unleaded petrol. 

-> sce also RUN OFF STH, KUN STH OFF STH 

®© v+ prep » v+nipron + prep 


run ‘out 1 if a supply of sth runs out. it is fin- 


ished or used up: I'm going to keep travelling 
until my money runs out. > We have to eat quickly 
as time is running out. © One day his luck will run 
out. o My patience with her suddenly ran out. 
E0) money, petrol, time, luck, patience 2 (also 
run ‘out of sth) if a person or a machine runs 
out of a supply of sth, they finish it or use it all 
up: We're running out of money. o Could you get 
some more milk? We've run out. o I've run out of 
patience with her o You've run out ef space on the 
disk. o The band seems to have run out of ideas. 
money, ideas, petrol, patience, time 3 if a 
contract or other legal document runs out, it is 
no longer valid: His contract with the club runs 
out at the end of the season. 73%) expire (more 
format 
®© v+adv Zalsov+ adv + prep 
E9 run out of ‘steam (informal) to have less 
energy and enthusiasm and stop doing sth or do 
it less well: J ran out of steam halfway up the hill. 
> The campaign seems to have run out of steam. 
tun sb ‘out; run sb ‘out of sth... (especially 
Ams) to force sb to leave a place: He vowed to run 
them out of town. 
@ v+nipron+ adv e v+n/pron + adv + prep 


PRUNE PARR N Adder POT TTP Prada AROS eppPEN TTT ET REK Ad Ae ppem TdT ET EEES se prPaNnEnEnMasintececeyyyeeennanse 


un sb ‘out; run yourself ‘out (in cricket, 
etc.) to make a player end their turn at hitting the 
ball by throwing the ball so that it hits the set of 
upright sticks, (the wicket), while they are stil] 
running: He was run out for 73. 
KEI Run sb out is often used in the passive. 
@ v+ipron+ adv « v+adven 
fun ‘out on Sb to leave sb that you live or work 
with, especially when they need your help: She 
ran out on him as soon as things got difficult. 
© v+ adv+ prep 
run ‘over 1 if a container or the liquid in it runs 
over, the liquid flows out of it over the edge: 
Don’t let the bath run over! o The tea ran over into 
the saucer. YN) overflow 2 to continue lon ger 
than expected or planned: We’ve already run over 
SO let's try to end the meeting soon. 
© v> adv 
run ‘over sb/sth; run sth ‘over sb/sth to 
move over a surface; to make sth do this: J let the 
cold water run over me. © She ran her eye over the 
figures on the page. 
© v + prep 
run ‘over sth to read through or think about sth 
quickly; to practise sth: Let’s run over the plans 
again. © I ran over the possibilities in my mind. 
L8YN) go over sth 
© v* prep 
run sb/sth ‘over (of a vehicle or its driver) to 
knock a person or an animal down and often pass 
over their body or part of jt: Two children were 
run over by a truck and killed. o I ran over a cat 
last night. © You nearly ran me over! 
iY) knock sb over 
> see also RUN SB/STH DOWN | 
@ v+n/pron+ adv è v+adv+n 
run sth ‘past sb (informal) = RUN STH BY/PAST SB 
run ‘round; run ‘round sth (BrE) = RUN 
AROUND, RUN AROUND STH 
run round after sb (BrE) =RUN AROUND AFTER SB 
Fun ‘through sb/sth if a feeling runs through 
sb/sth, it passes quickly through them/it: A thrill 
Of excitement ran through her. > She felt a tremor 
run through his body. o An angry murmur ran 
through the crowd. 
Bua tremor, shiver, shudder, fear, relief 
© v + prep 
run ‘through sth 4 to be present in every part of 
Sth: There is a common theme running through 
all of her novels. o The English title picks up a 
thread running through the film. 2 to discuss, 
examine or read sth quickly: He ran through his 
check list one more time. © Can you run through 
some of these figures with me? © She mentally ran 
through the list of who to invite. o Let's run 
through what I'm meant to do again, go 
through sth 3 to perform, act or practise sth: 


Could we run through Act 3 again, please? WYD 
go through sth 4 (informal) to use up or spend 
money carelessly: She ran through a lot of money 
in her first year at college. go through sth 
Run through sth can be used in the pas- 
sive in meanings 2, 3 and 4: That scene's been run 
through plenty of times. 

© v+ prep 

> ‘'run-through n a practice for an event or a per- 
formance: We’re having the main technical run- 
through of the play tonight. 


‘run to sb to go to sb for help, advice, protection, 
ete: If you get hurt, don’t come running to me. 
® v+prep 

‘run to sth 4 to reach the amount, or size men- 
tioned, especially a large one: The total cost runs 
to hundreds of pounds. © The report already runs 
to 800 pages. 2 (BrE) (often used in negative sen- 
fences and with can) if a person or their money 
can run to sth, they have enough money to pay 
for it: We couldn’t quite run to private education 
Jor the children. 3 if your taste or your mind, etc. 
runs to sth, you enjoy it or can do it: His taste in 
music runs to pop and jazz, but that’s about it. 
@ 1+ prep+n 

2,3V* prep 

run ‘up 1 to move quickly towards sb/sth: She ran 
up lo me, smiling. 2 (in cricket and other sports) 
to run in order to gain speed before yau throw a 
ball, jump a long distance, etc: Gough is now run- 
ning up to bowL 
® v+adv 
> ‘run-up n (BrE) 1 (sport) the act of running or 
the distance you run in order to gain speed 
before you throw a ball, jump a long distance, etc: 
She took a run-up and kicked the ball. 2 (also 
run-in Jess frequent) (to sth) the period of prepar- 
ation before an important event: She’s been train- 
ing hard in the run-up to the big competition. o 
the run-up to the election 

run sth ‘up 1 to allow a bill, debt, etc. to reach a 
large total: J ran up a few debts while I was 
abroad. © He’s run up a hupe bill on his credit 
card. bill, debts, overdraft 2 (for sb) to make 
sth very quickly, especially an item of clothing: 
Til run up some new dresses for the girls. In 
informal spoken language run sb up sth and, 
Jess often, run sb sth up can also be used: Could 
YOu run me up some curtainsirun me some cur- 
fains up? 3 to raise sth, especially a flag: They 
ran up a white flag and surrendered. BEJ flag 4 
to achieve sth: The team have run up their best 
victory yet. victory, results 
È v+adv+n + v+pron+ adv » v+n> adv (less 

frequent) 

fun ‘up against sb/sth to experience a diffi- 
culty or a problem: The project keeps running up 
against the problem of lack of funds. o In this 
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round, he will run up against the previous year’s 
champion. 

problems 32%) come up against sb/sth 
Q v+adv+prep 


rush raj 


rush a'round:; rush a'round sth (BrE also 
rush a'bout/round, rush a'bout/round sth) to 
move very quickly from place to place, being 
very busy: I’ve been rushing around all day. © He 
rushed about the room tidying. 
YA) run around, run around sth; tear around, 
tear around sth 
® v + adv 
rush ‘In to do or decide sth very quickly, often 
without thinking about It for long enough: He's 
very wary of rushing in and making changes. 
® v+adv è v+prep 
fools rush in (where angels fear to tread) 
used to say that people with little experience will 
try to do the difficult or dangerous things that 
people with more experience would not do 
rush ‘Into sth; rush ‘into doing sth; rush 
sb ‘into doing sth to do or decide stb quickly 
without thinking about it carefully; to make sb 
do this: Don’t go rushing into anything. o You 
shouldn't rush into getting married. © She wort 


rustle 


be rushed into a decision. o Don’t let anyone rush 
you into accepting the job. 
®v+prep + v+npron + prep 
rush ‘off to Jeave quickly: Don't rush off I haven't 
finished. 
® v+ adv 
rush sth ‘out to produce sth very quickly: They 
rushed out the posters in time for the festival. o 
The book was rushed out by the publishers. 
@ v+adv+n « venpron+ adv 
rush ‘round; rush ‘round sth (BrE) = RUSH 
AROUND, RUSH AROUND STH 
rush sth ‘through; rush sth ‘through sth to 
i make sth become official policy, etc. much 
quicker than normal: The legislation has been 
rushed through. © They rushed the bill through 
Parliament. 
bill, legislation 
® v+nipron+ adv « v+adv +n (rare) « 
v+ n/pron + prep 


rustle /rasl/ 


rustle sb/sth ‘up (informal) to prepare or pro- 
vide sth for sb very quickly without planning; to 
find sb very quickly: FN rustle up some lunch up 
for you. © I rusted up a few helpers to hand out 
leaflets. 
® v+adven + v+nipron+ adv 


sack sæk; 


Sack ‘out (AmE, informal) to lie down to rest or 
relax: We sacked out on the couch and watched a 
video. 
® v+ adv 


sadd le {seed} 


Saddle ‘up; saddle sth 'up to prepare toridea 
horse by placing a leather seat (a saddle) on it: 
Have you saddled up the horses yet? o Saddle up, 
we're leaving right away. l 
horse 
@ vt+adv « vtadvtn + vtnipron+ adv 


saddle sb/yourself with sb/sth; ‘saddle 
sb/yourself with doing sth to give sb/your- 
self a difficult or unpleasant task or responsibil- 
ity to deal with: I’ve been saddled with my 
brother's kids for the weekend (= 1 have to take 
care of them). o He had saddled himseif with 
huge debts. o I've been saddled with organizing 
the conference. 
land sb/yourself with sb/sth, land sb/ 
yourself with doing sth 
OTE) Saddle sb with sb/sth is often used in the 
passive, 
@ v+nipron+ prep 


safeg Uard segad; AmE gard, 


safeguard a'gainst sth; safeguard 
sb/sth/yourself a'gainst sth dormanto pre- 
vent sth bad from happening to sth; to keep sth 
safe from harm or damage: Safeguard against 
theft by installing a burglar alarm. © The leaflet 
Shows you how to safeguard your home against 
electrical dangers and accidents. 
@ v+prep + v+n/pron+ prep 


sail ‘sea; 


sail ‘through; sail ‘through sth to succeed in 
an examination, a test, etc. very easily: She 
sailed through her final exams. i 
exam 
© v+adv « v+prep 


Sally /sæli; (saliles, sallying, sallied, sallied) 


Sally ‘forth (also sally ‘out less frequent) (old- 
fashioned or literary) to leave a place in a deter- 
mined or enthusiastic way: After lunch she 
sallied forth for a short watk. 
© vtadyv 


Salt svit, BrE also sult; 


Salt sth a'way to save money, etc. for the future, 
often secretly or dishonestly: He claimed she had 
salted money away in Brazil. o $10 billion had 
been salted away in banks. 
money 
©@ v+n/pron+ adv e vtadv+n 


sand {saand/ 


‘Sand sth ‘down to make sth smooth by rubbing 
it with strong, rough paper: Sand the doors down 
before you paint them. 

Sand sth can be used with the same mean- 
ing: Sand the doors before you paint them. 
® v+nipron+adv + v+adven 


sandwich seenwit, -wid3/ 


‘sandwich sb/sth between sb/sth to fit 
sthisb into a very small space between two other 
things or people: J was sandwiched between two 
large men on the back seat. o The shop is sand- 
wicked between a bank and a café. 

EE Sandwich sb/sth between sb/sth is 
nearly always used in the passive. 
© v+n/pron+ prep 

sandwich A and B to'gether (with sth) to put 
sth between two things to join them: Sandwich 
the cakes together with cream. 
© vt+nipron+adv + v+adv+n 


SAVE serv; 


‘save on sth: 'save sth on sth touse less of sth 
or not more than necessary: He saved on electri- 
city by using candles. o Get your tickets early and 
save $son the cost of an adult ticket. 
® v+ prep + v+n/pron+ prep 


Save ‘up; save sth ‘up (for sth) to keep your 


money instead of spending it, especially because 
you want to buy a particular thing: She's saving 
up for a new computer. o I saved up all my wages 
to buy my parents a present. | 

EMA Save and save sth are used more fre- 
quently with this meaning, especially in more 
formal English. l 

© vt+ad + w+adv+n + v+n/pron+ ady 


Save sth ‘up to keep sth to use or enjoy in the 


future: J save up the week's newspapers to read at 
weekends. 

Save sth is used more frequently with this 
meaning, especially in more formal English. 

© vtadv+n e vtni/pront+ adv 
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SaW ‘sz (sawed, sawn /sam), AME also 
sawed, sawed) 


saw sth ‘down to cut sth down and bring it to 
the ground, using a tool with a long blade and 
sharp points along the edge (a saw): We had to 
suit down two trees. 
tree 
@vetadven è vi nipron + adv 

saw sth ‘off; saw sth ‘off sth to remove sth 
fram sth by cutting it with a tool with a long 
blade and sharp points along the edge (a saw): I 
sawed the lower branches off the apple tree. 
branch 
@ v+n/pron+ adv + v+adv+n + v+n/pron + prep 
> 'sawn-off (Bri) (AmE 'sawed-off) [only before 
noun] (of a gun) having had the Jong tube 
through which the bullets are fired, (the barrel), 
cut short: a sawn-off shotgun 

saw sth ‘up (into ) to cut sth into pieces using a 
tool with a long blade and sharp points along one 
edge (a saw): All the trees were sawn up into logs. 
© vt advin + v+n/pront adv 


scale skenl; 


scale sth 'down (AmE also scale sth 'back) to 
reduce sth in size or importance: The company 
has scaled down its training programmes this 
year. © Police are scaling down the search for the 
attacker o Jonnie’s tools were a scaled-down ver- 
sion of his father’s. 
programme, project orm scale sth up 
(fess frequen 
@ v+advt+n e v+nipron+ adv 

scale sth ‘up to increase the size or importance of 
sth: We’ re deciding how to scale up our operation. 
scale sth down 
© vtady+n « v+nipron + adv 


S$Care iskea(r): AmE sker; 

scare sb/sth a'way/ off to make sb/sth leave or 
stay away by frightening them: She used a whis- 
tle to scare away her attacker: © The noise scared 
the birds off 
frighten sb/sth away/off (especially BrE) 
®vtadv+n « v+n/pron+ adv 

‘scare sb into sth; scare sb into doing sth 
to make sb do sth by frightening them: Her 
threats finally scared him into action. o He was 
scared into signing a confession. 

$È v+nipron+ prep 

scare sb ‘off to accidentally make sb afraid of 
or nervous about sth they were planning to do: 
Many investors were scared off by the rumours. © 
Don’t act too interested or you'll scare him off (=a 
boyfriend). 
frightan sb off (especially BrE) 
© v+nipron+ adv ¢vtadvtn 


score out 


scare sb/sth ‘off = SCARE SB/STH AWAY/OFF 
scare ‘up sth: scare it, him, etc. ‘up (Ams, 


informal) to find sb/sth or to make sth by using 
whatever is available: PH see if I can scare up 
enough chairs for us all. o UUH try to scare up some 
friends to come and help us. 

A noun must always follow up, but a pro- 
noun comes between the verb and up. 

@ vtadv+n « v+pron+ adv (less frequent) 


SCOOP 'sku:p/ 
scoop sth ‘out 1 (a/so scoop sth ‘out of sth) to 


remove sth from the inside of sth clse using a 
curved too), such as a spoon, or your hand: Scoop 
all the seeds outof the fruit. seeds. flesh 2 to 
make sth hollow by removing the inside with a 
curved tool such as a spoon: First scoop out the 
melon using a spoon. YEW) hollow sth out 
@ Tvtniprontady + vtadvtn + 

v+nipron + ady + prep 

2vtadvin « v+nipron+ adv 


scoop sb/sth ‘up to move or lift sh/sth using a 


guick continuous movement: | scuoped up tt 
handful of sweets. o She scooped the baby up into 
her arms. 

@ veadvtn + v+nipron+ adv 


scoop sth ‘upto win or get sth easily, especially 


a large sum of money or a prize: The Democrat 
party scooped up four fifths of the seats. 

seats, prizes 

Scoop sth can also be used with the same 
meaning: The movie scooped nine Oscars. 

© viadv+n e v+nipron+ adv 


scoot jsku:t! 


scoot ‘over (Am, informal) to move along on a 
seat to make room for another person: Scoot over 
and make room for your sister o (figurative) 
Sevot over men! Women golfers are on the 
increase. 

SY) move over 
@ vitadv 


SCOPE skaup, AME skoup! 


scope sb/sth ‘out (Amë, informal) to look for 
sbisth interesting or attractive: to search out 
sbisth: We scoped out a place to spend the weekend. 
@yvtadven + v+nipron+ adv 


score skm) 


‘score off sb (especially BrE) to show that you 


are better than sb, especially by making clever 
remarks, for example in an argument: He's 
always trying to score off his colleagues. 
® v+ prep 

score sth ‘out/through (Br£) to draw a line or 
lines through sth in a text to show that you do not 


scout JAR 


want it: The last paragraph had been scored out. 
© He neatly scored through the word ‘impossible’ 
8X) Gross sth out/through; delete sth 

@® viadvin « vtn + ady (rare) 


scout iskaut! 


scout a'round; scout around sth (BrE aiso 
Scout ‘round, scout 'round sth) (for sb/sth) to 
search an area or different places to try to find 
sbisth: PH go and scout around for some water 
@ vtadv + v+prep 

Scout sth ‘out to find out what sth is like or 
where sth is, by searching: A team travelled to 
Moscow to scout out possible places for a meeting. 
© The company is scouting out business opportun- 
ities in Vietnam. 
@ v+adv+n e v+nipron+ adv 


scrabble /'skreb1; 


scrabble a'round (BrE also scrabble a'bout, 
scrabble 'round) (for sth) to use your fingers to 
search for sth quickly or with difficulty: Ske 
scrabbled around in her bag for her glasses. 
@ v+adv 

scrabble at sth to scratch at sth with small, 
hurried movements: She was scrabbling at the 
earth with her fingers. 
© v+ prep 


Scrape skrep, 


‚Scrape ‘by (on sth) to manage to live on the 
money you have, although you do not have much: 
Tean just scrape by an what my parents five me, 
@ v+ adv 

Scrape ‘in; scrape ‘into sth (BrE) to manage 
to get a job, a position, a place at college, ete., but 
with difficulty: Z just managed to scrape into uni- 
versity. © He scraped in with 180 votes. o Our team 
just scraped into the semi-finals, 

@ vt adv e v+prep 

Scrape sth ‘off. scrape sth ‘off sth to 
remove sth from a surface by moving sth sharp 
and hard like a knife across it: He spent all day 
scraping paint off the walls. 

© vt nipron+ adv è v+adv+n + ¥+n/pron + prep 
Scrape sth ‘out 1 (aiso scrape sth ‘out of sth) 
to remove sth from the inside of sth else using 
sth sharp and hard like a knife: J scraped all the 
seeds out of the melon. o He scraped out the bow! 
{= removed everything from it) with a teaspoon. 2 
(AmE) to just manage to make enough money to 
live: He scraped out a living by drawing car- 
toons for local newspapers. living, existence 
® v+adv+n « v+n/pron+ adv 
1 also v + n/pron+ ady + prep 


Scrape ‘through: scrape 'through sth to 
succeed with difficulty in doing sth, especially in 
passing an exam: I might scrape through (the 
exam) Uf I’m lucky. o She just scraped through 
law school. 
exam 
© v+adv e v+prep 

Scrape sth to'gether (also scrape sth ‘up Jess 
frequent) to obtain or collect sth such as an 
amount of money with difficulty: They ma naged 
to scrape together $1 200and printed 3000 copies of 
the comic. o We scraped up enough money to 
buy a smati car 
@ v+advin « v+n/pron+ adv 


scratch jskrets; 


Scratch around (BrE also scratch a'bout) (for 
sth) to search for sth in a way that is not very 
organized, by looking at different things, look- 
ing on the ground, etc: He was scratching around 
an the ground for clues. 

@ vtadv 


Scratch sth ‘off. scratch sth ‘off sth io 
remove sth from a surface by rubbing with your 
nails, ete: She scratched the paint off to see what 
was underneath. 
© v+nipron+adv e v+advin è v+n/pron + prep 

scratch sth ‘out to remove a word, especially a 
name, from sth written, usually by putting a line 
through it: Their names had been scratched out. 
@ v+nipron + adv + v+adven 


scream /skri:m/ 


Scream ‘out (for sth) to be very obvious or 
noticeable; to demand attention: The mistakes 
just scream out at you, o The cake was screaming 
out tu be eaten. 

@ v+adv 


screen /skrin/ 


screen sth ‘off to separate or hide an area of a 
room etc. from another area by putting a tall 
piece of furniture or equipment in front of it or 
around it: Part of the room had been screened off 
with a curtain. 
fifa Screen sth off is often used in the passive. 
© v+adv+n + v+nipron+ adv 


Screen sb/sth ‘out to decide not to include 


sb/sth, or not to allow sh to join an organization, 
enter a country, etc, because vou think they may 
not be suitable or may cause trouble: Unsuitable 
candidates were screened out.o His job is to 
screen out inguiries unlikely to result in u sale. o 
Insurance companies often screen out people who 
are high risk. 

© viadvtn «vtn+adv (less frequent) + 

v+pron + adv 
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screen sth ‘out to prevent sth harmful trom 
i entering or going through sth: I ts essential to 
screen out ultraviolet rays, © A window blind will 
screen out too much light. . 
@ viadvin « vin+ adv (lessfrequent) + 
v+ pron + adv 


SCrew skru’ 
screw a'round (A. slang) 1 to have sex with a 
Jot of different people A more polite, infor- 
mal way to say this is sleep around. 2 (AmE) to 
waste time doing silly or useless act ivit ies: Stop 
screwing around and do some work! Amore 
polite, informal way to say this is mess around, 
or, in British English, mess about. 
@ vtadv 
screw sb around (BrE, A, slang) to treat sb in 
a way that is deliberately not helpful to them or 
wastes their time: Stop screwing me around and 
tell me the truth! . l 
EHA A more polite, informal way of saying this 
is mess sb about/around (BrE). 
@ vt nipron + adv 
screw sth ‘down to attach sth firmly to sth else 
using screws: Screw the lid af the box down 
securely. 
® venipron+adv + vt+adven 
screw sth ‘on: screw sth ‘onto sth to fasten 
) the top on a container by twisting it around: Is 
the top screwed on tightly? 
lid, top 
@ vinipron+ adv + v+adv+n + ¥+n/pron + prep 
WA have your head screwed on (right/the right 
way) (informa) to be a sensible person 
screw sb ‘out of sth (s/ang) to cheat sb and 
| prevent them from having sth that they should 
have: Sue tried to screw him out af his wuinings. 
A more polite way to say this is cheat sb 
out of sth. 
@ v+nipron + adv + prep 
screw sth ‘out of sb (slang) to force sb to give 
you sth: to get sth from sb with great difficulty: 
They screwed the money out of her by threatening 
to hit her: 
@ v+nipron + adv + prep 
screw sb ‘over (AmE, A, slang) to trick sb in 
l order to obtain sth valuable from themi to treat 
sb badiy, especially by deceiving them: He 
screwed her over and took all her money. 
®© v+nipront+ adv è v+adven 
screw ‘up: screw sth ‘up (slang, especially 
| AmE) to do sth badly or spoil sth: J was (ying to 
be helpful, but I screwed up again. © She screwed 
up all the arrangements, 
mess up, mess sth up 
@ vtadv »v+adv+n + viniprontady 
p ‘screw-up 7 (slang, especially Amé) a situation 


that has been dealt with very badly, a bad mis- 


take: There was a screw-up over the bookuigs. 


scrub out 


screw sb ‘up (s/ang) to make sb So upset or con- 
l fused that they are unable to deal with problems 
in life: Ner parents have really screwed her up. 
mess sb up 
®© vt+nipront+adv e v+adv+n 
» screwed-'up adj (informal) upset and anx- 
jous, especially because of sth bad that has bap- 
pened to you in the past: a screwed-up kid 
> see also SCREWED-LP at SCREW STH UP 
screw sth ‘up 1 (8r£) to squeeze sth into a tight 
| ball. She screwed up the note and threw it away 
paper, letter scrunch sth up 2 if you 
screw up your eyes or your face, you tighten the 
muscles because you are in pain, the light is too 
bright, etc: He screwed up his face in disgust. Gas 
face, eyes . F 
vet adven e y+ nipront adv 
A screw up your ‘courage (especially RYE} to 
force yourself to be brave enough to do sth: i 
finally screwed up my courage and went io the 
dentist. 
» screwed-'up adj (BrE) squeezed and twisted 
into a ball: a screwed-up sheet of paper 
-> see also SCREWED-UP at SCREW SH UP 


scribble skrbi; 


scribble sth ‘down to write sth quickly and 
carelessly: She scribbled down the directions on 


her pad. 


@ vtadv+n è v+nvpron + adv 


scroll jskraul; AmE skroul/ 

scroll ‘down/'up (computing) to move down/up 

i or backwards/forwards in the text on a computer 
screen so that you can read different parts of it: 
She scrolled down to the end of the document. 
@ v + adv 


Scrounge iskraond3/ 


scrounge round (for sth) (Ams, informal) to 
search around in different places for sth, espe- 
cially if it is difficult to find or there is not much 
available: He scrounged around in his desk 
drawer for a paper clip. 
@ v+adv 


scru b iskrab/ (-bh-) 

serub ‘in (Am£) = scrus UP 

scrub sth ‘off, scrub sth ‘off sth to remove 
sth from the surface of sth by rubbing it hard 
with a brush, ete: Scrub all that mud off the walls. 
@ v+nipron+ adv + v+adv+n e y +nipron + prep 

scrub sth ‘out to clean the inside of sth by rub- 
bing it hard with a brush and usually with soap 
and water: He scrubbed out the pans and left them 
to drain. o The cupboards are scrubbed out every 
week. 
@ vtadv+n e v+nipron+ adv 


BM as eee eee heen rm 
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scrub ‘up (especially BrE) (AmE usually sorub 
‘in) (of a doctor, nurse, etc.) to wash your hands 
and arms very thoroughly before performing a 
medical operation: The surgeon scrubbed up and 
puton his gloves. o He asked to scrub in for surgery. 
@ vtadv 
fi scrub 'up well if sb/sth scrubs up well, they 
look very attractive when they are clean and tidy 


scrunch jskrant{; 


scrunch sth ‘up (informal) 1 to squeeze sth 
into a small round shape in your hands: He 
scrunched up the piece of paper and threw it at me. 
5s) paper, letter 2 to twist your face or part of 
it into a different shape: He scrunched up his face, 
trying to concentrate. face, eyes 
@ v+ady+n « v+n/pron+ adv 


seal jsi:1/ 


seal sth ‘in to keep sth inside a container so that 
none of it can escape: The foil packet seals in the 
flavour 
@ vtadv+n + vtniprans adv 

seal sth ‘off if the police, the army, etc. seal a 
place or an area off, they put barriers there to 
prevent anyone trom entering it: The police have 
Sealed off the town centre, o Seal off all the exits! 
DRJ] area, road, building 
@ vradvin + vintadv (less frequent) + 

y+ pron + ady 

Seal sth ‘up 1 to close an envelope, ete. by stick- 
ing the edges of the opening together: He sealed 
up the envelope and wrote the address on it. 2 to 
close sth completely so that nothing can get in or 
out: [sealed up the windows to keep out the fumes. 
Seal sth is used more frequently with 
these meanings. 
@ vtadv+n + v+n/pron+ ady 


search /s3:tf, AmE ssirt ff 


Search sb/sth ‘out to look for sh/sth until you 
find them: He's searching out some old pictures to 
show us. © She wanted to search out her real par- 
ents, & John searched me out and gave me a note. 
seek sh/sth out 
© viadvin © v+n+ adv (less frequent) « 

y+ pron tady 


see {sizf (saw ‘so./seen isini) 


'see about sth; 'see about doing sth to deal 
with sth: to make arrangements for sth to be 
done: PH go and see about lunch. o J must see 
about getting someone to help you with the kids. 
@ v+ prep 

see sb ‘in: see sb ‘into sth to go with sb intoa 
room, building, etc. to make sure that they get 
there safely: After seeing her in (= into her home), 
he rode off without a word. 


See sb out, see sb out of sth are used 
much more often than these verbs. 
=> see also SEE SB/OUT, SEE SB/YOURSELF OUT OF STH 
© v+nipron+ adv + v+n/pron+ prep 


see sth ‘in if you see in an occasion such as New 
Year, you are there when it happens: They saw in 
the New Year with friends. o He lived long enough 
to see in the new millennium. 
New Year 
@ v+adv+n è v+ nipron + adv 

‘see sth in sb/sth to believe that sb/sth has a 
particular quality or characteristic, especially a 
good one: I don’t know what she sees in him (= I 
can’t understand why she likes him or finds him 
attractive). o He sees good in everyone. o I can see 
value in each argument. 
®© v+n/pron+ prep 

see sb/sth ‘off 1 to go to a station, an airport, 
etc. to say goodbye to sb who ts going on a jour- 
ney: We all went to the airport to see her off 2 
(Bri) to force sb to leave a place, for example by 
chasing them: The dogs soon saw off the 
burglars. 3 to defeat sb: She sate off her opponent 
and now goes into the final. 
@ v+ nipron + adv è v+adven 


see sth ‘off (BrE) to be strong enough to resist 
sth: The company saw off the threat of a takeover 
@ viadvin è v+nipron+adv 


see sh/yourself ‘out: see sb/yourself ‘out 
of sth to go with sb out of a building, etc. to make 
sure that they find the way: Jay saw the last guests 
oul and locked the door ò Don’t get up. Uil see 
myself out. > see ISO SEE SB IN, SER SB INTO STH 
© v+nipron+ adv e vtadvin + 
¥ + nf/pron + adv + prap 


see sth ‘out (not used in the progressive tenses) 1 
to stay in the same place, do the same things, or 
survive, until the end of sth: She promised to see 
out the rest of her contract. 2 to last until the end 
of sth: We have enough fuel to see the winter out. 
See sth out is not used in the passive. 

@ vtadven è vtnipron+ adv 

see ‘overround sth (BrE) to visitand look ata 
place carefully: We'd like to see over the flat again 
before werent it. 
i8¥N) look over sth: look around sth 
® v+ prep 

see ‘through sb/sth (not used in the progressive 
fenses) to realize the truth about sb/sth so that 
you are not deceived: We saw through him 
straight away. o I can see through your little 
fame (= trick). 
® v+ prep 

see Sb ‘through, see sb ‘through sth to 
give sb support to enable them to survive a diffi- 
cult experience or a particular period of time: 
His courage and good humour saw him through. 


Zol 


© She saw him through the months after his acci- 
dent. o Lonly have $20 to see me through the week. 
Q v+nipron+ adv è v+nipron + prep 

see sth ‘through (not usually used in the pro- 
gressive tenses) to not give up a task, project, ete. 
until it is completed: She's determined to see the 
job through. 
project, job 
® v+nipron + adv 

‘see to sb/sth to deal with sb/sth that needs 
attention: /’ll see to the kids. ò Lin was great and 
saw to everything. o Don't worry, Dil see to it! 
attend to sb/sth (forinad) 
See to sth can be used in the passive: We 
must get that door seen to. 
© v+ prep 

‘see to it that... to make sure that sth happens: 
Can you see to it that everyone knows the date of 
the meeting? 
© v+ prep 


seek siki (sought, sought /so:t/) 


seek sb/sth ‘out to look for and find sb/sth, 
especially when this means using a lot of effort: 
He sought her out to ask her advice. o She's 
always seeking out new business oppor turtities. 
opportunities, information 
track sbisth down (less formal 
@ vtadvin « v+nipron+adv 


Seep /si:p/ 


seep a'way to flow away slowly and in small 
quantities: Water had been slowly seeping away 
from the pond. o (figurative) My anger began to 
seep away. 
@ vtadv 


seque ‘segwet/ 


segue ‘into sth to move smoothly from one 
song, subject, place, etc. to another: a spiritual 
that segued into a singalong chorus & He then 
segued into a discussion of children’s rights. 
© v+prep 


Sezze /si:z} 


‘seize on sth (also 'seize upon sth more formal) 
to suddenly show a lot of interest in sth, espe- 
cially because you can use it to your advantage: 
The scandal was immediately seized upon by the 
press. © Peter seized eagerly on all opportunities 
Jor conversation. 
pounce on sth 
DENS Seize on/upon sth can be used in the 
passive. 
© v+ prep 

seize ‘up 1 if a machine or a part of a machine 
seizes up, it stops moving or working correctly: 
The engine seized up after only three weeks. © 


sell out 


(figurative) The whole city seized up (= no traffic, 
etc. was able to move) during the blizzard. 2 if a 
partof your body seizes up, it becomes stiff and 
you are unable to move it easily: My legs were 
beginning to seize up and i needed a rest. 

@ viadv 


sell ‘sel; (sold, sold /sauld; AME sould’) 


seli sth ‘off 1 to sell all or part of an industry, a 
company or a piece of land: Unwanted land next 
to the farm was sold off > The government 
decided to sell off state companies. assets, 
land, business, company 2 to sell things 
cheaply because you no longer want them or 
because you need the money: The store is selling 
off the old stock. o The family silver was sold off 
to pay the debts. 

@ vtadvin è v+n/prant adv 

» ‘sell-off n (BrE) 1 the sale by the government 
of an industry or a service to individual people 
or private companies: the proposed sell-off of the 
rail company © sell-off plans 2 (AmE, business) 
the sale of a large number of shares in a com: 
pany, after which their value usually falls 


sell sth ‘on (to sb) to sell sth to sb else that you 
have bought not long before, usually in order to 
make a profit: She managed the business for a 
year and then sold it on. 
@ v+nipron+ adv è v+adv+łn 

be ‘sold on sth (informal) to be convinced that 
sth is very good: T could see she was sold on the 
idea. o I'm not really sold on American music. 
Gel idea 
@ be+v+ prep 

sell ‘out; be sold ‘out 1 if tickets fora concert, 
a game, etc. sell out or are sold out, they are all 
sold and there are none left: T'he tickets for the 
game will sell out quickly. o Tonight's perform 
ance is completely sold out. o The first 5000 copies 
of the book have sold out. 2 (also sell ‘out of sth, 
be sold ‘out of sth) if sb sels out of sth or is 
sold out of sth, they have sold all of it and have 
nothing left: I'm sorry, we've sold out of milk. © 
We are already sold out for tonight's concert. 
© vtadv + bet+vtadyv 

Zalsov+adv+ prep è be+v+adv + prep 

> ‘sell-out 7 [usually sing.|] a play, concert, etc. 
for which all the tickets have been sold: The gig is 
a sell-out. o a sell-out touricrowd 
=> seé also SELL-OUT at SELL OUT (TO SB/STH) 


sell ‘out (to sb/sth) (disapproving) 1 to ignore or 
change your principles or beliefs, especially to 
gain an advantage for yourself: The rest of the 
gang accused him of selling out to the law. o a tal- 
ented British movie director who's sold out to Hol- 
lywood 2 to sell your business or a part of your 
business: The company sold out to its rival. 
@ vtadv 


sell out 252 


> ‘sell-out z [usually sing.| a situation in which 
sb betrays sb who trusted them, by not doing sth 
that they promised to do, or by doing sth that 
they promised not to do: a dreadful sell-out of 
their cause o The deal was seen asa union sell-out 
to Management. 

> see also SELL-OUT at SELL OUT, BE SOLD OUT 


Sell sb/sth ‘out (to sb/sth) to betray sh: They 
discovered who had sold them out to the enemy, 
vt nipron+ adv + vt+adven 

sell ‘out of sth; be sold ‘out of sth - seit 
OUT, BE SOLD OUT 2 

Sell ‘up; sell sth ‘up to sel) your home, posses- 
sions, business, ete.. usually because you need 
the money, are moving to another place or stop- 
ping work: They soid up and moved to France. © 
We decided to sell up everything and buy a farm. 
@ vtady e v+adv+n + v+prontady 


send fsend/ (sent, sent /sent,)) 


send sb/sth a’head to arrange for sb/sth to go 
or be taken to the place you are going to, before 
you arrive there: The rest of the equipment was 
sent ahead hy air 
© v + n/pron+ adv 
send a'way (for sth) = SEND OFF (FOR STH) 
send sb a'way 1 to tell sh to leave: The reporters 
were sent away empty-handed C- without any 
news). 2 (to...) to arrange for sb to go somewhere 
away from home: He was sent away to boarding 
school at the age of 7. 
& v+nipron+ adv « v+ adv +n (less frequent) 
send sb/sth ‘back (to sb/sth) to return sb/sth to 
where they/it came from: The refugees were sent 
back to their own country o You can send the 
goods back if you're not satisfied. 
28Y return sb/sth (to sb/sth) (ore formal) 
& v+nipront adv + vtadven 
send sb ‘down (3r£) 1 (informal) to send sb to 
prison: He was sent dawn for ten years. YETH) put 
sb away 2 (old-fashioned) to make a student 
leave a university, especially Oxford or Cam- 
bridge, because of bad behaviour: She was sent 
down from Oxford. T87® expel sb 
BEM Send sb down is often used in the passive. 
@ v+nipron+ adv + v+adv+n 
‘send for sb to send a message to sb to ask them 
to come and see you, especially in order to help 
you: Send for a doctor 
Ej doctor, police 7 call sb in 
Send for sb can be used in the passive: Has 
the doctor been sent for? 
@ v+ prep 
‘send for sth to ask sb to bring or deliver sth to 
you: Send for an ambulance. o Have you sent for a 
catalogue (= by post/mail? 
Send for sth can be used in the passive: 
More equipment has been seni for. 
@ v+prep 


send sb ‘in 1 to order sb to go to a place to deal 
with a difficult situation: Troops were sent in to 
restore order. EEJ troops, police, army 2 to tell 
sh to go into a room, where sb else is waiting to 
see them: Send the next candidate in, please. 
© v+nipron+ adv + vtadvin 

send sth ‘in to send sth by post/mail to a place 
where it will be dealt with: 500 schools sent in 
entries for the competition. o Viewers are invited 
to send in their suggestions for the programme. 
@ v+n/pron+ adv + v+adv+n 


Send ‘off (also send away especially AmE) (for 
sth} to write to sb and ask them to send you sth by 
post/mail: If you save enough packets, you can 
send off and geta free toy. © You can send off for a 
Free booklet. 
write away/off (to sb) (for sth) 

@ vtadv 

send sb ‘off 1 (for sth) (BrE) (in a sports game) 
to make sb leave the field because they have 
broken the rules of the game: He was sent off for 
afoul. © Three players got sent off in the first half 
BEJ player MIG In this meaning send sb off is 
often used in the passive. 2 (to ...) to ask or tell sb 
to go somewhere: The bank sent him off for four 
months study at Harvard. o I always send the 
kids off to school looking clean and tidy. o The 
men were sent off to find water 
@ 1 +nipron + adv è v+adven 

2 v+n/pron + ady 
» sending-‘off n (Br) (in a sports game) a situ- 
ation when a player is told to leave the field 
because they have broken the rules: /1’s Ais third 
sending-off this year o The match saw three pen- 
alttes and two sendings-off 
b ‘send-off n (informal an occasion when people 
come together to say goodbye to sb who is leay- 
ing: She was given a good send-off by all her col- 
leagues. 
send sth ‘off (to sb) to send sth by post/mail: 
Have you sent that letter aff yet? 
letter, parcel mail sth off (to sb) (Ams), 
post sth off (to sb) (BrE) 
@ v+nipron + adv e vt+adven 
send sth ‘on 1 (te...) to send a letter ete. that has 
arrived at sb's old address to their new one: 
T've asked a neighbour to send on any important 
letters, letter 1Y forward sth (to sb/sth} 
Gnore formal 2 (to sb/sth) to send sth you have 
received to sb else for them to see or deal with: 
ul send the photos on to yeu. 3 to send sth to a 
place so that it arrives before you gct there: We 
sent our furniture on by ship. © We've arranged 
for your belongings to be seni on. 
@ vinipron+ady + v+adv+n 
send sb ‘out to send sb somewhere for a particu- 
Jar purpose: I'l? ask them to send someone out 
straightaway to fix the car o If I’m not back by 
midnight, send out a search party! 
@ v+nipron+adv « v+adven 


204 


send sth ‘out 1 to send sth to a lot of different 
people or places: I sent out fifty invitations. o 
Have we sent letters out to all the applicants? 683 
letter, information 3%) mail sth out 2 to pro- 
duce sth, such as light, a signal, sound, etc: a fire 
sending out waves of warmth o His brain was 
sending out warning signals telling him to be 
careful. signal emit sth (nore formal) 
@® vtnipront adv e vtadven 

send ‘out for sth to ask a restaurant or 
shop/store to deliver food to you at home or at 
work: We could send out for a takeaway 
@ v+ ady + prep 

send sb/sth ‘up (BrE, informal to make people 
langh, especially by copying them/if in an amus- 
ing way: a TV programme that sends up polit- 
icians © Everyone was sending her up. o The 
teacher heard me sending up her accent, 
@vtadvt+n + v+prontady è v+n+tadyv (rare) 
> ‘send-up n (BrE. informal) an act of making 
sb/sth look silly by copying them in an amusing 
way: The movie is a hilarious send-up of the Hol- 
lywood western. 


separate /‘sepereit/ 


separate sth ‘off (from sth) to remove sth from 
a larger thing or group: to keep sth apart: The 
property agency has been separated off from the 
main business. 
@ v+advt+n + v+prontadv + v+n+adv (rare) 


separate ‘out, separate sb/sth ‘out (from 
sth) to divide into different parts: to divide sb/sih 
into different parts or groups: The mixture separ- 
ates out into layers. © Plastics must be separated 
out into different types for recycling. o We need to 
separate oul fact from speculation. © The process 
separates out the different gases. 
Separate and separate sb/sth can also be 
used with this meaning. 
@vtadvin + v+prontadv « v+n+adv (rare) 


Serve sav AME sarvi 


‘serve as for sth to be used instead of sth else 
when there is nothing better available: An old 
box served as a table. o Small temporary build- 
ings had to serve for offices. 
35YN) act as sth 
© v+prep 

‘serve sth on sb (also ‘serve sth upon sb more 
formal) ‘serve sb with sth (aw) to give or 
send sb an official document, especially one that 
orders them to appear in a court of law: The 
police have served a summons on Mr Jackson. © 
The police have served him with a summons. 
summons, notice, writ 
@ v+nipron + prep 

serve sth ‘out 1 to continue doing sth until the 
end of a fixed period of time: She served out the 
rest of her sentence inan open prison. notice, 


set against 


sentence, term In this meaning serve sth 
out cannot be used in the passive. 2 (especialiy 
BrE) = SERVE STH UP 
@ v+advi+n « v+pront+adv + v+n+adv (rare) 

serve sth ‘up 1 (also serve sth ‘out especially 
BrE) to put foud onto plates and give it to people: 
He served up a delicious meal. dish sth out; 
dish up. dish sth up 2 (disapproving) to give or 
offer sth: All the TV channels served up the usual 
old movies during the holidays. 
© v+n/pron+ ady è vtadv+n 

serve sth u'pon sb SERVE STH GN 8B, SERVE 
SB WITH STH 

‘serve sb with sth =serve STH ON SB, SERVE SB 
WITH STH 


set /set/ (setting, set, set) 


~ about ~ invinto 
~ against 255 ~ off 
254 ~ ahead ~ off against 

~ apart ~on 

~ aside ~ out 

~ back ~to 

~ down ~ up 

~ forth 256 -upas 


~in ~ upon 


‘sat about sb (with sth) (BrE, old-fashioned) to 
attack sb: He set about me with a stick, 
@ v+prep 
‘set about sth: ‘set about doing sth 1 to 
begin a task or an activity, especially with 
energy or enthusiasm: We set about the task of 
cleaning the apartment. 2 to approach a problem 
or task in a particular way: You've set about this 
problem the wrong way. © How should I set about 
finding a job? EY go about sth, go about 
doing sth 
@ v+ prep 
‘set sb a'gainst sb to make sb oppose a friend, 
relative, ete: The civil war set brother against 
brother. 
®© vt n/pron + prep 
set sth a'gainst sth 1 to consider sth by com- 
paring good points with bad ones: Set against the 
benefits of the new technology ts the possibility 
that Jobs will be lost. balance A against B 
2 (also ‘set sth ‘off against sth) (finance) to 
record sth as a business cost as a way of redu- 
cing the amount of tax you must pay: The cost of 
looking for oil can be set against tax as business 
expenditure. 3 be set against sth if sth is set 
against sth else, it is placed near it or next to it 
so that the difference between the two is very 
noticeable: views of rocky islands set against fiery 
sunsets © Set against her white dress, her hair 
seemed even darker 4be set against sth if a story, 
a film/movie, etc. is set against a particular time, 


set ahead 


event or place, the action happens at that time or 
place: It is a love story set against a backdrop of 
rural Irish life. 
In meanings 3 and 4 set sth against sth is 
only used in the passive. 
© 1,2 v +nipron+ prep 

3,4 be +v + prep 
set sth a'head (AmE) to change a clock or watch 
to show the correct later time: Don't forget to set 
your clocks ahead tonight because the time has 
officially changed). 
[553] clock, watch put sth forward (BrE) 
IFA set sth back (4774), put sth back (BrE) 
@ v+n/pron+ adv 


Set sbisth a'part (from sb/sth) to make sb/sth 
different from or better than others: His confi- 
dence sets him apart from his classmates. o It's 
the service at the restaurant that sets it apart. 
@® v+nipron+ adv + v+adv+n (less frequent) 
set sth a'part (BrE) (also set sth a'side AmE, 
BrE to keep sth such as money or time for a spe- 
cial ust or purpose: A room was set apart for 
quiet reading. 
@ vtadvtnevtprontadv + v +n + adv (less fre- 
guent) 
set sth a'side 1 to place sth to one side: f set her 
letter aside, meaning to read it later. put sth 
aside 2 to save or keep sth for a particular pur- 
pose: She sets aside £50 every month for her 
daughter's college fees. o We need to set aside some 
time to deal with this. money, time put 
sth aside 3 to ignore sth such as your feelings or 
opinions, because other things are important: 
We decided to set our differences aside. o Let's set 
aside my personal feelings for now. put sth 
aside 4 = SET STH APART Restaurants must set 
aside an area for non-smokers. area, room 
14 put sth aside § (Jaw) to reject a previous 
decision made by a court of law: The verdict was 
set aside by the Appeal Court. dacision, con- 
viction 337%) overturn sth (more formal 
@ v+advtn « v+nipron+ adv 
» ‘set-aside n [U] a system in which the govern- 
ment pavs farmers not to use some of their land 
for growing crops; the land that the farmers are 
paid not to use: 750 acres of set-aside 
set sb ‘back sth (informal) to cost sb a large 
amount of money: Thai new car must have set 
her back a bit. o This watch set me back £200. 
knock sb back sth (BrE, informal) 
Set sb back sth cannot be used in the 
passive. 
@ v+n/pron+adv+n 
set sb/sth ‘back to delay the progress of sb/sth: 
The rain set the building programme back by sev- 
eral weeks. o He was starting to play very well, 
but his injury has really set him back. 
© v+nipron+ adv «vtadvtn 


Ae ede ere rrem yEDIFTIEECPANI EEDA 


+ ‘setback z a problem or difficulty that delays 
the progress of sb/sth: Parry's broken ankle was 
a major setback for the tear. 


set sth ‘back (Am£) to change a clock or watch 


to show the correct earlier time: I forgot to set my 
watch back last night (= when the time officially 
changed). 

clock, watch put sth back (BrE) 

put sth forward (Ar E), set sth ahead (Am) 
© v+ni/pron+ adv 


be set 'back (from sth) if a building is set back. 


it isa long way trom sth, especially a read: Their 
house ts the only one that’s set back (from the 
road). 

@ be+v+ adv 


set ‘down, set sth ‘down (of a plane, a pilat, 


passengers, ete.) to land: We set down on the 
beach. o The pilot tried to set the plane down in a 
field. 

put down (especially Bré), land, land sth 
® vtady è v+n/pron+ adv è v+adv+n 


set sb 'down (#r£) (of a vehicle or its driver) to 


stop and allow sb to get offfout: The taxi set me 
down at the end of the road. 

HYR drop sb/sth off IFA pick sb up 

@ v+n/pron+ adv + vt+tadvetn 


set sth ‘down 1 (on sth) (iterary) to place an 


object down on a surface: He set his glass down 
before he spoke. o She made space so that I could 
Set the tray down on the table. put sth down 
2 to write sth down on paper in order to record it: 
Twanted to set my thoughts down on paper © Itsa 
good idea to set down your complaint in writing. 
Brp put sth down 3 to give sth as a rule, etc: fo 
set down guidelinesfrules o qualifying standards 
set down by the Athletics Association 

© 1,2 v+n/pron+ adv + vtadven 

S3vt+advin « v+prontady e vtn+adv (rare) 


set ‘forth Citerar to start a journey: They set 


forth for Crete. 
set out (less formal) 
@ v+ adv 


set ‘forth sth; set itthem ‘forth formal to 


State sth clearly: to make sth known: The 
President set forth his views in a long television 
broadcast. 

AA This phrasal verb can be used in the pas- 
sive: Her beliefs have been clearly set forth. + A 
noun must always follow forth, but a pronoun 
comes between the verb and forth. 

@vtadv+n + v+pron+adv 


‘set ‘in if bad weather, an unpleasant feeling, an 


illness, etc. sets in, it begins and seems likely to 
continue: I need to mend the roof before winter 
sets tn. o Panic set in when she realized how much 
work there was to do. o He eventually agreed to 
stay in bed, but it was too late — pneumonia had 
set in. panic, wintar 

@ v+adv 
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fi the rot set In used to describe the fact thata 
situation has become very bad and will continue 
like that: Ske had problems at her first school, but 
when she changed schools the rot really set in. 


set sth ‘in/into sth to fix sth in a space so that it 


does not stick out beyond the surface: A small 
safe had been set into the wall, 

Set sth in/into sth is usually used in the 
passive. + The verb inset sth has a similar 
meaning. 

$ v + nfpron+ prep 

b ‘inset n 1 a small picture, map. etc. Inside a 
larger one: Brad Pitt at the premiere, and his wife 
(inset) (= about a photograph ina newspaper) 2a 
piece of material, a small stone. etc. that is added 
on to sth else or put inside sth else: a silver 
brooch with ruby insets 


set ‘off to begin a journey: J set uff for work at 


seven. © Check your oil before setting off ona long 
journey. e When are you planning to set aff? 
@® v + adv 


set sb ‘off, set sb ‘off doing sth (informal. 


especially BrE) to make sb start doing sth such as 
laughing, crying or talking: Those photos always 
set her off (crying). o Just seeing him laughing 
sets me off! (= makes me start laughing) 

start sb off, start sb off doing sth 

$ v +nipron + adv 


set sth ‘off 1 to make a bomb, ete. explode: fo set 


off fireworks ò They set the bomb off as soon as 
they were a safe distance away. bomb. fire- 
work 2 to make an alarm (= a loud warning 
noise or signal) start: The burglars set the alarm 
off olf you burn the toast you'll set the smoke 
alarm off alarm 3 to start a process or ser- 
jes of events: The news set off a wave of panic on 
world markets. o The girls death set off a terrible 
chain of events. panic, chain/series of 
events -> see aiso SET 8TH Ur 4 4 to make sth 
appear more attractive by being placed near it: 
That scarf sets off the blue of her eyes. 
@ 1,2. +nipron+ady » v+advtn 

3,4vtadvin + v+nipron + adv 


set sth ‘off against sth- ser stu AGAINST sTH2 


Ra The verb offset sth (against sth) has a 
similar meaning: There are ceriain expenses that 
you can offset against tax. 


‘set on/upon sb (forma) to attack sb: T was set 


upon by a gang of youths, 
Set on/upon sh is often used in the passive. 
@ v+ prep 


‘set sb/sth on sb to make a person or an animal 


attack sb: The farmer threatened to set his dogs on 
us if we didn’t leave at once. 
@® v+nipron+ prep 


set ‘out 1 to leave a place and begin a journey, 


especially a long journey: They set out on the last 
stage of their journey. o We setoutat dawn. 2 set 
‘out to do sth to begin to do sth with a particular 


set up 


aim or purpose: She sef out to break the world 
record. o They succeeded in what they had set out 
to do. 

@ v+ adv 2 also v + adv + toinf 

+ ‘outset 7 the beginning of sth: We Anew the 
danger atifrom the outset. 


set sth ‘out 1 to arrange or display sth: She 


began setting out plates and glasses. o Set out 
your answers neatly. 2 to present ideas, facts, etc. 
in a clear, organized way, in speech or writing: 
This document sets oul our objections to the pro- 
posal. terms, reasons, policies, conditions 
@ tvtadvtn « v+nipron + adv 

Z2vtadv+n «vtpront+ady « v+ntadv (rare) 


sat ‘to (old-fashioned, formal, especially BrE) 1 to 


begin doing sth in a busy or determined way: She 
set to with a scrubbing brush (= she started clean- 
ing). 2 to begin fighting: They took off their 
jackets and Set fo. 

@ v+tadv 

> set-'to n [sing] (informal, especialiv BrE} a 
tight or an argument: He had a set-to with one of 
his workmates. 


set ‘up; set sth ‘up to make a machine, some 


equipment, etc. ready to use: He helped me to 
carry my equipment in and set up. © It took hours 
to set up all the equipment. 

@ v+adv + v+advtn + v+n/pron+ adv 


set 'up; set yourself ‘up to start running your 


own business: He left the firm and set up in busi- 
ness on his own. o She set herself up as a hair- 
dresser: 

@® v+adv + v+pron+ adv 


set sb ‘up 4 to provide sb with the money they 


need, for example to start a business, buy a 
home, etc: A bank loan helped to set her up in 
business. © He set his daughter up in her own 
apartment. o If you win tonight's fight, you'll be 
set up for life (= have all the money you will ever 
need), 2 (informal to trick sb, especially by mak- 
ing them appear to be guilty of sth that they have 
not done: He claimed he had been set up by the 
police. 3 (informal to make sb feel healthier, 
stronger, more active, etc: A good breakfast will 
set you up for the day. & (with sb) (informal) to 
arrange for sb to meet sb so that they can havea 
romantic or sexual relationship: He set me up 
with his sister: 
© vtnipron+adv + v+ady+n è v+n+adv (less 
frequent) 
> ‘set-up 7 [usually sing.] (informal) 1 a situ- 
ation in which sb tricks you or makes it seem as 
if you are guilty of sth that you have not done: J 
didn’t do it, this is a set-up! 2 a situation when sb 
arranges for you to meet sb in order to begin a 
romantic or sexual relationship: a set-up date 
+ see aiso SET-UP at SET STH UP 


set sth ‘up 1 to create sth or start a business, an 


organization, etc: She gave a talk on setting up a 
business. o A committee was set up to investigate 


set up 


the problem. o young people setting up home for 


the first time business, committee, system, 
company 2 to build sth or put sth somewhere: 
The police set up roadblocks on all main roads. 3 
to organize or arrange sth; to make the arrange- 
ments for sth to happen: te set up a meeting o 
We'll set up the transport arrangements. 
meeting 4 to start a process or a series of events: 
The crisis set up a chain reaction in other Euro- 
pean markets. chain reaction, chain of 
events > see a/so SET STH OFF 3 

@ vtadvt+n + v+nipron+ adv 

> ‘set-up n [usually sing.) (informe!) the way sth 
is organized or arranged; a system: I've only been 
here a week so I don’t really know the set-up. 

-> see aise SET-UP af SET SB UP 


set yourself ‘up © sev up, SET YOURSELF UP 
set yourself ‘up as sth to claim to be very 
important, know a lot about sth, etc: He set himi- 
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settle ‘in; settle ‘into sth to become used to 


something new, such as a new home, school or 
job: She soon settled in at school. o it took her a 
while to settle into her new job. 

routine, school, job 

@ v+adv ¢ v+prep 


‘settle on sth (also settle upon sth more formal) 


to choose sth; to make a decision about sth: We 
couldn't decide where to go but we eventually set- 
tied an ltaly. 

decide on/upon sth 

Settle on/upon sth can be used in the pas- 
sive: A date was finally settled on. 

© vtprep 


‘settle sth on/upon sb (formal, law) to arrange 


to give property or money to sb, for example after 
your death: He settled his entire estate on his son. 
87) money, estate 

@ v+nipron + prep 


OAC Me eS ee 


shade ‘into sth to gradually change into sth 
olse so that you cannot tell where one thing ends 
and the other begins: The blue gradually shades 
into purple. © Sometimes nervousness can shade 
into fear: 
® viprep 


shake | ferk! (shook /fuk/shaken ;'ferkan/) 


shake ‘down (informa?) to become comfortable 
and confident in a new situation: Once the team 
shakes down, results should improve. 
@ v+adv 
» ‘shakedown n (AmE, informal the test of a 
vehicle or an aircraft hefore it is generally used, 
to sce if there are any problems and to make the 
crew familiar with it: a shakedown flight 
-> see also SHAKEDOWN at SHAKE SB DOWN; 
SHAKEDOWN at SHAKE SB/STH DOWN 


shake sb ‘down (AmE, slang) to threaten sb in 


errr rrr err rrrrrrrerirrit Tritt Ti titi tet reet etre ritt rrr trot RRE S remna Le 


Shake sb ‘up 1 toshock or upset sb: She has been 
badly shaken up by the experience. Shake 
sb up is often used in the passive in this meaning. 
« Shake sb is also used frequently with this 
meaning: She was badly shaken by the experience. 
2 to surprise sb in order to make them think or 
behave in a different way, become more active, 
etc: He was asked to shake the staff up a bit. © 
Shaken up by the early goal against them, the 
team began to fight back. 

@® v+n/pront+ adv « vtadv+n 

shake sth ‘up to make important changes in an 
organization, a profession, etc. in order to make 
it more efficient: The company needs shaking up. 
© v+nipron+ adv + v+adv+n 
> ‘shake-up (also ‘shake-out) n a major change 
to a company or an organization in order to 
improve it: The police force is facing the biggest 
shake-up in its history: 


self up asan authority on modern art. 
@® v + pron + adv + prep 


‘set upon sb (formal) SET ON/UPON $B 


order to get money from them: They ve found the 
guy who shook George down. © police who shake 
down. motorists for bribes 

© v+nipron+ adv + vtadven 


‘settle to sth (SrE) =SETTLE DOWN TO STH 

settle ‘up (with sb) to pay sb the money you owe 
them: We need to settle up with them for the hire of 
the room, o PU pay now -— we can settle up later. 


shame ‘fem; 


‘shame sb into sth; ‘shame sb into doing 
sth to persuade sb to do sth by making them feel 


settle jscti ashamed not to do it: They shamed him into 


settle ‘down 1 (aiso settle yourself ‘down) to 
get yourself into a comfortable position when you 
are sitting or lying: She settled down in an arm- 
chair to read. o Tom settied himself down at the 
table. 2 to start to have a calmer or quieter way of 
life, without many changes, especially living in 
one place: He got married and settled down. 3 to 
become relaxed and confident in a new situation; 
to get used to a new way of life, job, etc: She’s set- 
tiing down well at her new school. o He just 
couldn't settle down in the city 4to became calmer 
and less active: I’ve been really busy at work, but 
things should settle down again soon. o Their 
speed setited down toa steady fifty miles an hour. 
@ v+ adv fT alsov + pron + adv 

settle ‘down; settle sb ‘down to become or to 
make sb become calmer, less excited, ete: The 
children finally settled down and started work. © 
The teacher had trouble settling the class down. 
® vtadye v+nipron+ adv 


@ v+adv 


‘settle upon sth -SETTLE on STH 
‘settle sth upon sb =SETTLE STH ON/UPON SB 


SEW s30; AME sou! (sewed, sewn /soun; AME 


soon / or sewed) 


sew sth 'up 1 to jcin or mend stb using a needle 


and thread: Sew up the tear before it gets any 
worse. o They cleaned the wound and sewed it up. 
[68] seam, tear, wound 2 (informal) to arrange 
sth in a satisfactory way: to bring sth to a favour- 
able conclusion: They'd sewn the deal up by mid- 
day. deal 3 (informal) to have control of sth; 
to be likely to win sth: Her company have got the 
market sewn up. o By half time they had the 
game sewn up. market, game, election 

In meanings 2 and 3 sew sth up is often 
used in the passive and in the phrase have (got) 
sth sewn up. 

@ vt+adv+n è v+nipron+ adv 


» ‘shakedown n (AME, slang) an act of trying to 
get money from sb with violence or threats: Fe 
was stabbed during a shakedown. 
= see also SHAKEDOWN at SHAKE DOWN} SHAKE- 
DOWN at SHAKE $B/STH DOWN 

shake sb/sth ‘down (AmE, informal to search 
a person or place in a very thorough way: Police 
shook down the club, looking for drugs. 
@ vtadv+n + v+tnipron+ adv 
> ‘shakedown n (AmE, informal a thorough 
search of sb/sth: a police shakedown of the area 
-> see also SHAKEDOWN at SHAKE DOWN; SHAKE- 
DOWN at SHAKE SB DOWN 

shake sb ‘off 1 to escape from sb; to get rid of sb 
who is following you: He twisted and turned ina 
desperate attempt to shake off his pursuer oI 
think we've shaken them aff Z to escape from. sb 
who is holding you and will not let go: She clung 
to him, but he shook her off 
@ v+adv+n « v+nipron+ adv 


shake sth ‘off to get rid of sth, such as an ill- 


apologizing. 
®© v+nipron + prep 


shape ‘fep; 


shape ‘up (informa!) 1 [+ adv/prep) to develop in 
a particular way, often in the way that you had 
hoped for: Our plans are shaping up nicely o 
How's the new team shaping up? 2 to improve 
your work or your behaviour: If you don’t shape 
up. you'll lose your job. 3 (especially Bre) to 
become slim and physically fit: It’s time to slim 
down and shape up for the summer. 
@ vtadv 
[iid shape up or ship ‘out (AmE, informal) used 
to tell sb that if they do not improve their work 
or their behaviour they will have to leave their 
job, etc. 


share eami AmE fer; 
Share sth ‘out (among/betwean sb) to divide 


ness, that is causing you problems: J can’t shake 
off this cold. o She struggled to shake off her 
image asa beauty with no brains, 
{a) cold 
@ vt+advt+n + v+n/pron+ady 

‘shake on sth to shake hands with sb in order to 
show that vou agree to sth: Let's shakeon it. 
BE? deal, agreement, it 
& v+prep 

shake sth ‘out 1 to open or spread sth by shak- 
ing it: He shook the blanket out and spread it on 


something such as money, food or work and give 
an amount to each person: The work was shared 
out equally o How can we share out the pizza 
between te five of us? 

È vtadvt+n + v+nipron + adv 


Settle yourself ‘down = SETTLE DOWN 

settle ‘down to sth (also ‘settle to sth BrE) to 
begin to think about sth or give your attention to 
doing sth: They had just settled down to dinner 
when the phone rang. o I’m so worried thatI can’t 
settle to anything. 
@ vt+adv+prep « v+prep 

‘settle for sth. ‘settle for doing sth to accept 
sth that is not quite what you wanted but is the 
best that you can get: Both teams were happy to 


shack jeki 


Shack 'up with sb: be shacked ‘up with 
Sb (also shack ‘up together} (slang, disapprov- 
ing) to live with sb you are having a sexual rela- 
tionship with but are not married to: He's 
Shacked up with some giri he met in Berlin. 

@ v+adv+prep « be+v+adv+prep « 
V+ adv + adv 


sha rpen 'fa:pan; AmE Jarpa 


sharpen ‘up: sharpen sb/sth ‘up to become, 
or to make sb/sth, better, more skilful, more 


shade ; ferd; effective, etc. than before: She needs to sharpen 


settle for a draw. o He'd hoped to get £8 000 for the 
car but had to settle for a lot less. o J refuse to settle 
Jor (being) second best! 

CEJ less 

® v+prep 


shade sth ‘in to make part of a picture darker, 
either with colours or using black: He shaded in 
part of the graph. 
@ vtadvi+n « v+n/pron+ adv 


the grass. 2 to open sth by shaking it in order to 
pet rid of bits of dirt, dust, etc: She went outside 
to shake out the tablectoth. 

-> See aiso SHAKE-OUT at SHAKE STH UP 

@ v+nipron+adv è vtadven 


up before next month's competition. © This exer- 
cise will help students sharpen up their reading 
skills. o Discipline has sharpened them up. 

@ vtadv + v+adv+n è v+nipron+ adv 


shave 258 


shave ‘fav; 


Shave sth ‘off to remove hair from your face. 
head, etc: Dad's shaved his beard off o She 
shocked everyone by shaving all her hair off 
beard. moustache, hair 
@ v+nipron+ adv + vtadvtn 

shave sth ‘off, shave sth ‘off sth 1 to cut 
very thin pieces from the surface of a piece of 
wood, ctc: I had to shave a bit off the door to make 
it shut. o Use a sharp knife to shave off thin rolls 
of chocolate. 2 to make something smaller or 
lower by a very small amount: We managed to 
shave 5% off the cost. o He shaved half a second 
off the world record. 

@ v+n/pron+ adv + v+adv+n + v+n/pron + prep 


shear ifam AmE Sir/ (sheared, shorn {fo:n; 
AME Jun or sheared) 


be ‘shorn of sth (iterary) to have sth important 
taken away from you: a political party shorn of 
power 
@ be+v+prep 

Shear ‘off, shear sth ‘off (technical) (espe- 
cially of sth metal) to break under pressure: to 
cut through sth and make it break: The bolts 
holding the wheel in place sheared off 
© vtadv « v+nm/pron+adv « v+n+adv 


sheer ifor Amz fir! 


Sheer a'way/ off to suddenly move away ina dif- 
ferent direction, especially to avoid hitting sth: 
The car sheered wildly away, just missing the truck. 
© Her mind sheered away from images she did nat 
wish to dwell an. 
veer off, veer away (from sth) 
© vtadv 


shell fo; 


Shell ‘out (for sth), shell sth ‘out (for sth) 
(informa) to pay for sth, especially when it is a 
lot of money or you do nat really want to: Im not 
shelling out for another computer. o 1 had to shell 
out $500 for the air fare. 
fork out (for sth), fork sth out (for sth) 

@ vtadv s vt+advin » vtprontadv « v+n+adv 
(less frequent} 


shin (BrE; fm; (-nn-) (AmE shinny) 


Shin 'down'up; shin ‘down/up sth (BrE) 
(informal) to climb down or up sth, using your 
hands and legs to hold it tightly: He shinned 
down the drainpipe. o You might be able to see if 
you shin up that tree. 
drainpipe, rope 
© vtadv + v+prep 


shine ifam; (shone, shone ‘fon; AmE fount 


Shine ‘out 1 to shine brightly: A light shone out 
across the field. 2 if a person or a thing shines 
out, you notice them because they ure very 
much better than the others: She seemed to shine 
out from the rest. 

@ v+ adv 

Shine ‘through; shine ‘through sth to be 
seen clearly and easily: In the last game her talent 
really shone through. o His love of life shines 
through the pages of his book. 

@ vtadv « v+prep 


shin VY (Anz) Jini! (shinnles, shinnying, 
shinnied, shinnied) 


Shinny 'down/up; shinny ‘'down/up sth 
(AME) -: SHIN DOWN/UP, SHIN DOWN/UP STH Burg- 
lars broke into the art gallery through the roof 
shinnied down the rope and stole five valuable 
Paintings. 


Ship ‘fp; pr) 


Ship sb ‘off (to...) (informal) to send sb away 
somewhere, especially when they do not want to 
go: They shipped the children off to sumuner 
camp. 

Ship sb off is often used in the passive: 7 
was shipped off to Canada. 
®© v+nipron+ adv + v+adv+n 


Ship sb/sth 'off (to...) to send goods or people 
somewhere by ship: They shipped all their posses- 
sions off to Australia. 

Ship sb/sth off is otten used in the passive: 
The goods were shipped aff last week. 
© v+nipron+adv + vtadvin 

Ship sb/sth ‘out (to...) to send goods or people 
somewhere, especially by ship: They shipped the 
sculpture out to the States. 

Ship sb/sth out is often used in the pas- 
Sive: Fresh supplies were shipped out. 

®© v+n/pron + adv « v+advtn 

I shape up or ship ‘out (AmE, informal) used 
to tell sb that if they do not improve their work 
or their behaviour they will have to leave their 
job, ete. 


shoot {Ju:t/ (shot, shot /fpt AmE fat!) 


shoot sb/sth ‘down 1 to shoot at sb/sth and 
make them/it fall to the ground: They were shot 
down in cold blood. o They shot down a civilian 
aircraft by mistake. 2 informal) to strongly eriti- 
cize sb or their ideas, etc: When I made a sugges- 
tion they shot me down in flames. o My ideas 
were shot down one by one. 
@ vtadv+n + v+n/pron+ adv 
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‘shoot for sth (AmE, informah (usually used in 
the progressive tenses) to try to get or achieve sth 
difficult: They're shooting for another victory this 
season. 
®© v+prep 

shoot ‘off (informal) to leave somewhere very 
quickly: She had to shuot off to meet someone. o 
I'm sorry, I’ve got to shoot off 
@ vitadv 

shoot sth ‘off to remove sth by shooting: They 
shot the lock off 
@ v+nipron+ adv + v+adven 

shoot ‘through (informal, especially Australk) 
to leave, especially in order to avoid sb/sth: J was 
only five when my Dad shot through. 
© v+adv 

shoot ‘up 1 (to sth) to rise or increase very 
quickly: The inflation rate has shot up to 20%. 2 
to grow taller ina short time: She’s shot up in the 
last few months, 

@ v+ adv 

Shoot 'up; shoot ‘up sth (slang) to inject an 
illegal drug 
heroin, drugs 
@ vtadv e vtadven 

shoot sb/sth ‘up to injure sb or damage sth 
severely by shooting: An armed gang shot up the 

nightclub. 
house. bar, club 
@ vt+adv+n « v+nipron+ adv 


shop (fop: AmE fu:pi (-pp-) 


shop a'round (for sth), shop a’round sth (for 
sth) to look at different shops/stores to compare 
the prices of goods or services so that you can 
buy the ones that are the best value: Jf you're 
buying a new hi-fi, shop around for the best price. 
o it's worth shopping around the travel agents to 
find the best deal.o When you open a bank 
account, it’s a good idea to shop around first. 
®© v+ady « v+prep 


shore | f9:()/ 


shore sth ‘up 4 to support part of a building or 
other large structure by placing large pieces of 
wood or metal against or under it so that it does 
not fall down: Engineers shored up the tunnel 
with wooden beams. o The building was shored 
up to make it safe. 2 to strengthen or support sth 
that is weak or failing: to shore up the econ- 
omy/doliar!pound 
@ vtadvin è v+pron+ ady « v+n+tady (less fre- 

quent} 


shout /sast; 


shout sb ‘down to shout to prevent sb who is 
speaking from being heard, because you do not 
like them, or you disagree with what they are 


show off 


saying: / tried to explain but they just shouted me 
down. © The speaker was shouted down by angry 
protesters. 
@® vin/pront+adyv + vtadvin 

shout ‘out (to sb), Shout sth ‘out (to sb) to 
suddenly say sth in a loud voice: I shouted out to 
them but they didn't hear me. o She shouted out a 
warning. o He shouted out, ‘Over here? 
337%) call out (to sb), call sth out (to sb) 
@ vtadv e vtadvin è v+nipron+ adv + 

v+ adv + speech 


Shove fav; 


shove ‘off (Bré. spoken) used to tell sb rather 
rudely to go away: Just shove off and leave me 
alone! 
push off 
®© v+adv 

shove ‘up (BrE, spoken) used to ask sb to move to 
make a space for sb else to sit down: We can get 
one more in if pou shove up. o Shove up a bit! 
budge up (27), move up 
@ vtadv 


show Iu AmE fou; (showed, shown / faun; 
AmE founi or, rarely, showed) 


show sb a'round; show sb a'round sth 
(BrE also show sb ‘round, show sb ‘round sth) 
to go with sb when they visit a place for the first 
time, showing them what is interesting: There 
are guides in the palace who will show visitors 
around, o I'll arrange for someone to show pou 
around the school, 
sy take sb around, take sb around sth 
-> See iso SHOW SB OVER STH 
© v+nipron+ adv « v+n/pron + prep 

show sb ‘in: show sb ‘into sth to lead a vis- 
itor to a place where they can wait, or to the room 
where sb is waiting to see them: Sarah showed 
the visitors in. o Twas shown into a waiting room. 
GFF) show sb out, shew sb out of sth 
@ v+nipron+ adv + v+adv+n + v+nipron+ prep 

show ‘off (informal, disapproving) to try to 
impress other people with your abilities, wealth, 
intelligence, etc: Stop showing off! o Bonnie was 
showing aff to her friends, doing handstands on 
the grass. 
@ v + adv 
> ‘show-off n (informal, disapproving) a person 
who likes to impress other people with their abil- 
ities, wealth, ete: You're such a show-off! 

show sb/sth ‘off (to sb) t to try to make people 
pay attention to sb/sth because you are proud of 
thenvit: He was showing his CD collection off to 
his friends. o She brought her new boyfriend 
along to show him off 2 to make sb/sth look 
attractive or seem interesting or exciting by 
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showing their best features: The black sweater 
showed off her figure to full advantage. o The 
music shows the band off in their best light. 
@ v+nipron+ adv + vtadvtn 

Show sb ‘out: show sb ‘out of sth to leada 
visitor to the door out of a room, a building, ete: 
THU show you out. 
show sb in, show sb into sth 
© vtnipron+adv « vt+adv+n + v+n/pron+ prep 

show sb ‘over sth (BrE) to take sb around a 
place they are visiting and show them what is 
interesting: They showed me over the house. 
-> see also SHOW SB AROUND, SHOW SB AROUND STH 
® v+nipron + prep 

show sb ‘round: show sb ‘round sth (BrE) 
= SHOW SB AROUND, SHOW SB AROUND STH 

Show ‘through: show ‘through sth to be vis- 
ible through something or behind sth: This 
paper ts so thin the ink shows through. © His skull 
showed through his thin hair o When he spoke. 
his bitterness showed through. 
© v+adv è v+prep 

show ‘up (informal) to arrive or appear at the 
place you have arranged: She finally showed up 
at lunchtime. oI arranged to meet him but he 
Ant shaw Up. 
turn up 
© v + adv 

show ‘up; show sth ‘up to become or to make 
sth easy to see: His striped tle showed up well 
against his dark red shirt. o Something odd has 
shown up on the X-ray. o Her lack af experience 
was Shown up by the test. 
@ viadv + v+advin + v+n/pron + adv 

Show sb ‘up (informal to make sb else feel 
embarrassed by hehaving badly or by doing sth 
better than them: He said I'd shown Aim up in 
Jrontaf his friends. o You really showed me up by 
snoring during the concert! o Don’t worry about 
being shown up by the kids — they've always used 
computers. 
© v+nipront+adv è v+advtn 

Show sb/sth ‘up as/for sth to show what 
sb/sth is really like, when this is worse than 
people thought: The book shows her up for what 
she reaily is: a fraud. o We were shown up as the 
second-rate team that we were. 
© v + nipron + adv + prep 


shower faval) 


Shower ‘down; shower ‘down on sb/sth: 
‘shower on sb/sth; shower sth ‘down on 
sb/sth: ‘shower sth on sb/sth to fall onto 
sb/sth, especially in a lot of small pieces: Fol- 
tanic ash showered down on the town after the 
eruption, o The bottle broke and showered glass 
fragments on wus. 

@ vtadv « v+adv+prep + v+prep « 
Vv +nipron+ adv+ prep + v+n/pron+ prep 


‘shower sb with sth to drop a lot of small 


things onto sb: The bride and groom were 
showered with rice as they left the church. o The 
roof collapsed, showering us with dust and deb- 
ris. © (figurative) He showered her with gifts. 

@ v +nipron + prep 


Shrink frp k’ (shrank /Srenk/shrunk 


{frank/ or shrunk, shrunk) 


Shrink a'way/back (from sb/sth) to move back- 


wards or away from sb/sth, especially because 
you are frightened or disgusted: She shrank 
away from him in horror 

@ vtadv 


‘shrink from sth; 'shrink from doing sth 


(often used in negative sentences) to be unwilling 
to do or accept sth that you find frightening, 
unpleasant or immoral: She recognized her 
responsibility and did not shrink from it. © He 
shrank from confronting his son face to face. o 
She never shrank from difficult tasks. 

task, duty back away from sth 
Shrink from sth/from doing sth are usu- 
ally used in written English. 

© vt prep 


Shrivel jfr; i- Amz) 
shrivel ‘up to become dry and wrinkled (= hav- 


ing many small lines or folds) because of heat, 
lack of water, etc: The apples left on the tree had 
shrivelled up. 

Shrivel is used with a similar meaning. 

@® vtadv 

> shrivelled ‘up adj dry and wrinkled (= with 
many small lines or folds): shrivelled-up apples 


shroud (fraud; 
be 'shrouded in sth 1 to be covered or hidden 


by sth: The city was shrouded in mist. o furniture 
shrouded in dust sheets 2 if information, etc. is 
shrouded in mystery, it is hidden or kept secret: 
His family background is shrouded in mystery. 
© Thetr work ts shrouded in secrecy. 

@ be+v+prep 


shrug /frag/(-gg-) 
Shrug sth ‘off 4 (also shrug sth a'way less fre- 


quent) to push sth back or away with your shoul- 
ders: She shrugged off her jacket. o She put her 
hand on his shoulder but he shrugged it away. 
jacket, hand 2 (aiso shrug sth a'side less fre- 
quent) to treat sth as if it is not important: He 
shrugged off all the objections I raised. o Barnes 
is trying to shrug off an ankle injurv. injury, 
criticism 

© vtadvt+n « v+n/pron+ady 
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shut iat; (shutting, shut, shut) 
shut sb/sth a'way to put sb/sth in a place where 


other people cannot see or find them/it: He shut 
the files away in the safe. o prisoners shut away in 
jail for along time 

lock sb up/away; lock sth up/away 

© v+nipron+adv +» v+adven 


shut yourself a’way (from sb/sth) to stay in 


your roam or go somewhere where you will be 
completely alone: He shut himself away in his 
study to finish the book. o You can't just shut 
yourself away from the world. 

lock yourself away 

@ v + pron + adv 


shut ‘down: shut sth ‘down 1 tostop opening 


for business: to stop sth from opening: The mine 
shut down last month. o The club was shut down 
by the police. close down, close sth down 
2 if a machine shuts down, or sb shuts it 
down, it stops working: The machine shuts down 
if there’s an overload, © The computer system will 
be shut down over the weekend. 

@ vtadv ¢ vtadvin + v+nipron+adv 

» ‘shutdown z 1 the act of closing a factory or 
business, either temporarily or permanently: 
The shutdown has put hundreds out of work. 2 
the act of stopping a large machine from work- 
ing, either temporarily or permanently: There 
was a fault in the nuclear reactor’s emergency 
shutdown procedures. 


Shut sb/sth ‘in: shut sb/sth ‘in sth: shut 


yourself ‘in; shut yourself ‘in sth to put 
sb/sth in a room, a vehicle, etc. and keep them 
there: to go into a room, a building, a vehicle, etc. 
and stay there: They shut the animals in at night. 
© Liz rushed out of the kitchen and shut herself in 
her room. 

$ vtn/pron+ adv « v+adv+n è v+nipron+ prep 
> ‘shut-In n (AmE, old-fashioned) a person who 
cannot leave their home because they are ill/sick 
or cannot move easily 


‘shut sth in sth to trap or injure sth by closing 


sth tightly around it: J shut my finger in the car 
door: 

Bai) finger 

®© v+nipron + prep 


shut ‘off. shut sth ‘off 1 if a machine shuts 


off, or sb shuts it off, it stops working: The cer- 
tral heating shuts off automatically at 9.30. of 
stopped the car and shut off the engine. 
switch off, switch sth off; turn off, turn sth off 
rO switch on, switch sth on; turn on, turn sth 
on 2 if a supply of gas, water, electricity, etc. 
shuts off or sb/sth shuts it off, it stops flowing: 
The water shuts off automatically when the tank 
is full, o A valve shuts off the gas when the lid is 
closed. 

@ vt+adv + v+nipron+ady + v+adv+n 


_ shut up 


» ‘shut-off 7 4 a device that stops sth working or 
stops power, water, gas, etc. from flowing: a shut- 
off valve 2 a period when power, water, gas, etc. 
is prevented from flowing: a shut-off of the water 
supply 
shut sb/sth ‘off (from sth) to keep sb/sth separ- 
ate from other people or things: A rangeof moun- 
tains shuts Bosnia off from the Adriatic. o The 
kitchen area could be shut off from the rest of the 
room. 
© v+nipron+ adv « vtadvin 
Shut yourself ‘off (from sb/sth) to deliberately 
separate yourself physically or socially from 
other people: After her son died, she Just wanted 
to shut herself aff from the world. 
287s) cut yourself off (from sb/sth) 
@ v+ pron + adv 
shut sb ‘out 1 (aiso shut sb ‘out of sth) to ref- 
use to allow a person to share your thoughts, feel- 
ings or activities: Don't shut me out (© Tell me 
about your problems) — / want to help you. of 
was Shut out of the decision-making process, © 
When he saw her with the baby he felt shut out. 
exclude sb (more formal) 2 (AmE, infor- 
maf to stop an opponent from scoring in a game 
or contest: They shut out the Mets In their iast 
game. 
@ vtnipron+adv + vtadv+n 
{1 also v + n/pron + adv + prep 
» ‘shut-out n (AME, informal a game in which 
one team does not score 
Shut sb/sth ‘out; shut sb/sth ‘out of sth to 
stop sb/sth from entering a place: He closed the 
door firmly, shutting us out of the room. o I drew 
the curtains to shut out the light. 
light, noise 
@ v+adv+n « v+n/pront adv + 
v+ npron + adw + prep 
Shut sth ‘out; shut sth ‘out of sth to stop 
yourself from having particular feclings or from 
thinking about particular things: She tried to 
Shut out all the painful memories. 
pain, memories block sth out, block 
sth out of sth 
@ viadvtn « vtnipron+ adv « 
¥ +nfpron + adv + prep 
shut yourself ‘out, shut yourself ‘out of 
sth to be unable to enter your home because you 
have closed the door and left your keys inside: 
Ive shut myself out of the house again! 
YW lock yourself out, lock yourself out of sth 
& v+pron+ adv + V+ pron + adv + prep 
Shut ‘up (spoken, informal) used to tell sb rudely 
to stop talking or making a noise: Shut up and go 
away! ò If you'd shut up, 1 could hear what she's 
saying. 
ID belt up (BrE) 
© vtadv 
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shut sb 'up (informal to make sb stop talking or 
making a noise: I couldn’t shut the kids up! 
© v+nipron + adv 

shut sb/sth ‘up (in sth), shut yourself ‘up (in 
sth) to keep sh/sth in a place and prevent them 
from going anywhere: to stay in a room and not 
go out: He had been shut up in a cell for ten years. 
© Shut the dog up in the shed. o My father used to 
Shut himself up with his books for days. 
@ v+nipron + adv + v+adv +n 

shut sth ‘up (especially BrE) to close a room, 
house, etc. and not use it for a period of time: We 
shut the summer house up for another year: 
25770 close sth up 
®© v+nipron+ adv + vt+advtn 
EN shut up ‘shop (BrE, informal) to close a busi- 
ness permanently; to stop working for the day: 
it's time to shut up shop and go home. 


shy {Jay (shies, shying, shied, shied /Jaid,) 


shy a'way (from sth‘from doing sth) to avoid 
doing sth because you are nervous or frightened: 
She shies away from close friendships. o Don't 
shy away from saying what you think. 
@ v+adv 


SIG (also sick) |stk/ (-ce-) 

‘sic sth on sb (AmE, informal) to tell a dog to 
attack sb: Back off or Lll sie the dog on you. 
dog set sth on sb (BrE) 
@ v+n/pron+ prep 


SICK /sik; 


Sick sth ‘up (BrE, informal) to bring food up 
from the stomach: The baby sicked up her milk. 
throw sth up: vomit sth (more formal) 

@ vtadvin > v+nipron+adv 
‘sick sth on sb(AmE, informal) =s1¢ STH ON SB 


sicken iskani 


'sicken for sth (BrE) (usually used in the progres- 
sive tenses) to show signs that you may be becom- 
ing WVsick: Lfeelas if Tm sickening for something. 
© You look as if you're sickening for flu. 

17 go down with sth: get sth 
 v+prep 


side isard’ 


'side with sb (against sb) to support sb in an 
argument, a dispute, etc: The children always 
sided with their mother (against their father). 

@ v + prep 


sidle sail; 


Sidle ‘'over/up (to sb) to approach sb in a shy 
uncertain or secret way: She sidled up to hun and 
whispered in his ear. 

@ vt+adv 


Sİff sit; 


‘sift sth from sth; sift sth ‘out from sth to 
separate sth, usually sth you want, from a group 
of things: fo sift (out) the good from the bad 
@ v+nipron+ prep + v+adv+n+prep e 

v+nfpron + adv + prep 

Sift sth ‘out to separate sth, usually sth you do 
not want, from a group of things: We need fo sift 
out unsultable applications. o He helped me sift 
out the bad songs I'd written. 

@ vtadv+n » vtn/pron+ adv 

Sift ‘through sth (for sth) to carefully examine a 
large amount of sth in order to find sth import- 
ant or decide what is useful and what is not: J 
sifted through his papers for clues. o The judges 
sifted through 8000 entries and finally picked the 
winner 
Sift through sth can be used in the pas- 
sive: This pile of reports needs to be sifted through 
by theend of this week. 

@ v+prep 


sign fsamn/ 


sign sth a'way to give up your rights, property, 
etc. by signing a document: The artist lost mil- 
lions by signing away his rights to the cartoon 
character he created. 
rights 
® vtadv+n + v+nipront+adv 

‘sign for sth 4 to sign a form, etc. as proof that 
you have received sth: The postman asked me to 
sign for the packet. Sign for sth can be used 
in the passive in this meaning: This letter hasn't 
been signed for. 2 if a football player signs for a 
club, he formally agrees to play for that team: 
When did Cantona sign for United? 
® v+ prep 

Sign ‘in, sign sb ‘in to write your name or the 
name of a guest when you arrive at an office, a 
club, etc: All visitors must sign in on arrival. © 
You have to be signed in Dy a mem ber 
YSPF) sign out, sign sb out 
®© v+adv è v+nipron+adv + vt+adven 

sign ‘off 1 (RrE) to end a letter, a postcard, ete: 
I'll sign off now and post this. 2 to end a broad- 
cast by saying goodbye or playing a piece of 
music: PH sign off with a reminder to tune in 
again tomorrow. 
@ v+adv 

Sign sb ‘off (BrE) to say officially that sb is too 
ill/sick to work for a particular period: The doc 
tor signed him off for a week, Gla doctor 
È vtnipron+ady + v+advtn 

sign sth ‘off (BrE) to give your formal approval 
to sth, by signing your name: She signed off all 
the invoices. 
@ v+adv+n + v+nipron+adv 
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sign ‘off on sth (AmE, informal) to express 
your approval of sth formally and definitely: The 
President hasn't yet signed off on this report. 
® vtadv+ prep 

sign ‘on 1 (Br£, informal) to sign a form stating 
that you are unemployed so that you can receive 
payment from the government: He had to sign on 
when the factory closed. 2 (old-fashioned, AME) to 
announce the start of broadcasting for the day: 
This is Jack Grainger signing on. 
@ vt adv 

sign ‘on, sign sb ‘on = sIGN UP, SIGN 5B UP Eric 
has been signed on for the team as goalkeeper > 
Shall I sign you on for the painting class? © | tried 
to sign on as a medical assistant. 


sign ‘out: sign sb ‘out to write your name or the 
name of a guest when you leave an office, a club, 
ete: Don’t forget to sign out when you go. © You must 
sign your guests out when they leave the club. 
sign in, sign sb in 
É v+adv + v+n/pron+ adv 

Sign sth ‘out tosign a document to say officially 
that sth can be removed from a place or that you 
have taken it: Tere is no record of the file being 
signed out again. 
© v+nipront+ adv « vtadvin 

sign sth ‘over (to sb) to give your rights or prop- 
erty to sb else by signing a document: He signed 
the house over to his daughter. 
@ vinipront adv + v+adv+n 

sign ‘up; sign sb ‘up (aiso sign ‘on, sign sb 
'on fess frequent) 1 (with/for sb) to sign a docu- 
ment saying that you agree to work for sb, play 
for their team, ctc; to persuade sb to do this: 
Shes signed up with an employment agency: o 
We've signed up three new players. o Who has 
been signed up to star in the new movie? 2 (tor sth) 
to arrange to doa course of study by adding your 
name or sb else’s name to the list of people doing 
it: lve signed up for a pottery course. o Shali F 
sign you up for the workshop too? 3 to agree to 
become a member of the armed forces; to per- 
guade sb to do this: He tried to sign up when he 
was only fifteen. 
@ vtadyv e v+advtn + v+n/pron+t adv 


silt jsut; 


„Silt ‘up; silt sth ‘up to become blocked with 
sand, mud, etc. that has been brought by flowing 
water; to block sth in this way: The old Aarbour 
has silted up. o Mud Is silting up the stream. 

@ viadv « v+advtn « v+nipron+adv 


simmer smary 


simmer ‘down (informal) to become cali after 
a period of anger, excitement, violence, etc: Just 
simmer down and we'll discuss this caimly. 
cool dewn, calm down 
® vt adv 


sing isin/ (sang 's@n/, sung /san/) 


sing a'tong (with sb/sth), sing a'long (to sth) 
to sing together with sb who is already singing 
or while a record, radio, or musical instrument 
is playing: Ae sang along with the CD. o We sang 
along to all the sungs. 
@ vtadv 
> 'singalong n an informal occasion at which 
people sing songs together: We had a great sing- 
along in the pub last night. 

sing ‘out: sing sth ‘out to sing or say sth 
clearly and loudly: Sing out so that everyone can 
hear o If you need anything, Just sing oul, 
@ vtadv è v+adv+ speech « vtadvin + 

v+nipron + adv 

sing ‘up (BrE) to sing more loudly: Sing up, I 
curt hear you. 
@ v+ adv 


Single smg 


single sb/sth ‘out (for sth/as sb/sth) to choose 
sb/sth from among a group for special comment 
or treatment: They singled her out for particular 
praise. © He was singled out as the best student. 
Single sb/sth out is often used in the pas- 
sive: Why had Aidan been singled out for special 
treatment? 
@ vtadven « v+nipront adv 


sink {sinks (sank /sipyk/sunk /sank;) or (less 
frequent sunk, sunk) 


sink ‘back (into sth) to move or fall backwards, 
or lic down, especially when you are feeling 
tired: She sank back into her chair o He sank 
back against the pillows, exhausted. 

& v + adv 

sink ‘in; sink ‘into sth 4 (of liquids) togodown 
into another substance: Apply the moisturiser 
and let it sink in. o The rain sank into the dry 
ground. be absorbed (into sth) 2 (of 
words, etc.) to be fully understood or realized: 
It took a while for the news to sink in. o He paused 
to let his words sink into her brain, EJ words, 
news, meaning 
@ vt adv 
be ‘sunk in sth to be in a state of unhappi- 
ness or deep thought: She just sat there, sunk in 
thought. 

‘sink into sth to go gradually into a less active, 
happy or pleasant state: She sank into a deep 
sleep. o He sank deeper into depression. 
depression descend into sth (more 
forma 
© v+prep 

sink ‘into sth; sink sth ‘into sth to go deep 
into sth solid: to make sth sharp do this: Sharp 
teeth sank into his arm. o The dog sank its teeth 
into my leg. 

@ v+prep + v+r/pron + prep 


sink into 264 
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Sink sth 'into sth to spend a lot of money on a 
business or an activity, for example in order to 
make money from it in the future: We sank all 
our savings into the new company. 

a fortune plough sth into sth 
®© v +nipron + prep 


SIP (stp; (-pp-) 


‘sip at sth to drink sth slowly, taking a very small 
amount each time: She sipped at her coffee. 
drink 
© v+ prep 


Sip hon (also syphon) /'sarfin/ 


siphon sth ‘off (from sth) (informal) to move 
money or resources from one place to another, 
usually illegally: She siphoned off profits into her 
own bank account. 
money, funds divert sth (more formal 
@ vtadven + vtn/pron+ ady 


sit {sit} (sitting, sat, sat /sact/) 


Sit a'round: sit a'round sth (BrE aiso sit 
a'bout/round, sit a'bout/round sth) to spend 
time sitting down doing very little: Tm far too 
busy to sit around here all day o We sat about 
talking for mostof the morning. o All we could do 
was sit around and wait. o They were sitting 
around the house chatting. 
$ v+adv + v+prep 

Sit ‘back 4 to sit or lean comfortably in a chair. 
He sat back in his chair and closed his eyes. 2 (and 
do sth) to relax, especially by not getting too 
involved in or anxious about sth: Now all the 
work's done we can sit back and enjoy things! o 
Are you going to sit back and let me do everything? 
© v + adv 

Sit 'by to do nothing to stop sth bad or unpleasant 
happening: I'm not going to sit by and let an inno- 
cent man go to jail. 
stand by 
@ vtadv 

Sit ‘down 1 to lower your body until you are sit- 
ting on a chair, etc: Please sit down! o We sat 
down on the sofa. o When everyone was sitting 
down, he began. -> see also SLT YOURSELF DOWN 2 
(and do sth) to give time and attention to sth in 
order to trv to solve a problem or achieve sth: 
We've never actually sat down and talked the 
problem through. 

@ vt adv 

> ‘sit-down 7 1 [C] a strike. demonstration, pro- 
test, etc. involving people sitting down and refus- 
ing to leave a place: fo stage a sit-down oa 
sit-down protest 2 [sing.] (BrE, informal) a short 
rest while sitting: J need a sit-down. 


sit ‘sb down to help or persuade sb to sit down 
either for a rest or to discuss sth: She sat him 
down in front of the fire. o We need to sit him 
down and explain the situation. 
Sit sb down is not used in the passive. 
@® v+n/pron + adv 

sit yourself ‘down (informal) to lower your 
body until you are sitting on a chair, ete: Come in 
and sit yourself down. 
> see also SIT DOWN 1 
$ v+ pron + adv 

‘sit for sb/sth to be a model for an artist or a pho- 
tographer: She sat for some of the mast famous 
artists of her day. 
@ v+prep 

Sit ‘in (on sth) to attend a meeting, a class, etc. to 
watch it, not to take part: Iwas allowed to sit inon 
the meeting. o Isat in on some English classes. 
@ v+adv 
» ‘sit-in n a form of protest in which people ref 
use to leave a factory, a building, etc: Workers 
decided to stage a sit-in, 

sit ‘in for sb to do sb's job or perform sb's duties 
while they are away: The chief reporter often sat 
in for George as editor. 
stand in for ab 
®© v+adv + prep 

‘sit on sth 4 to be a member of a group of people 
such as a committee: How many people sit on the 
committee? o My mother sat on the jury during a 
famous murder trial. committee, council 2 
(informal) to do nothing about a letter, report, 
etc. that sb has sent you: They've been sitting on 
my application for a month now. 
@ v+prep 
sit on the ‘fence to avoid becoming involved 
in deciding or influencing something: You can’t 
go on sitting on the fence trying not to upset any- 
body. (be) sitting on a ‘fortune/gold mine (i/or- 
mal to own sth very valuable, often when you do 
not realize it: His paintings are in great demand. 
If vou have one, you could be sitting on a gold mine. 

Sit ‘out to sit outside somewhere rather than inside: 
It’s toocold now to sitout. o Let's sitouton the balcony. 
@ v+ adv 

sit sth ‘out 4 to not take part in a dance, game or 
other activity: [think I'm going to sit this one out. 
663] dance 2 to stay in a place and wait for sth 
unpleasant or boring to finish: to sit out a reces- 
sionislumpiwar > We'll just have to sit it out here 
until things improve. 
Sit sth out is not used in the passive. 
© vtadv+n « v+prontady è v+n+ ady (rare) 

‘sit over sth to have a meal or a drink in a slow 
relaxed way: We sat over breakfast and planned 
the day ahead. 
E22 breakfast, dinner, etc. 
© v+prep 
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sit ‘round, sit ‘round sth (BrE) sit AROUND, 


SIT AROUND STH 


‘sit through sth to stay until the end of a per- 


formance, speech, meeting, etc. that you think is 
boring or too long: We had to sit through a whole 
dinner without a cigarette. o I can't sit through 
four hours of Shakespeare! 

© v + prep 


sit ‘up 1 to be or to move yourself into a sitting 


position, for example, from lying down: He sat 
up, turned the light on, and looked at his watch. © 
Do you feel well enough to sit up yet? 2 to not go to 
bed until later than usual: We sat up fate watch- 
ing a movie. stay up 3 (and do sth) to sud- 
denly give your attention to sth: We need an 
advert that will make people sit up and take 
notice. o This wili make them sit up and listen. 
@ vtadv 

> 'sit-up 7 an exercise in which you move from 
lying down to a sitting position: [do abaut sixty 
sit-ups a day. 


„Sit sb ‘up to move sh from lying to a sitting pos- 


ition: She sat the baby up in the pram. 
@® v+nipron+ adv 


$iZe@ jsarz/ 
size sb/sth ‘up (informad to form a judgement 


or an opinion of sb/sth: The two opponents were 
sizing each other up. o T sized up the situation 
very quickly. 

situation 87%) sum sb/sth up (as sb/sth) 
$ v+tnipron+adv + v+advin 


skate /skcit; 
skate ‘over/a‘round sth (BrE also skate 


‘round sth) to talk about sth difficult or embar- 
rassing quickly, without giving attention to 
details: She skated over the next part of her story. 
@® v+prap 


sketch /sket!; 


sketch sth ‘in 1 to give more information or 


details about sth: He sketched in the background 
to the case. o I'll sketch in the details later for you. 
© You need to sketch in his character a little more. 
(83 background, history 2 to add sth to a draw- 
ing quickly or roughly: Ske sketched in a few 
more trees. o I sketched in the outline of the house. 
@ vt advtn + v+n/pron+ adv 


sketch sth ‘out 1 to draw all the main features 


of sth without showing exact details: He sketched 
out some preliminary designs. 2 to give a brief 
general description of a plan or an idea: She 
sketched out the plots of her novels in an exercise 
hook. 3878) outline sth (nore formal 

$ vtadv+n + v+nipron+ adv 


skirt 


skim /skrin/ (-mm-) 
skim sth ‘off 1 to remove a substance such as fat 


from the surface of a liquid: Skim off the fat and 
reheat the stew. 2 to take the best part of sth for 
yourself, often in an unfair or dishonest way: 
She's been skimming off a percentage of the 
profits for years. 

@ vtadv+n « vtnipron+ adv 


skim ‘through sth to read sth very quickly in 


order to get a general impression or to find a par- 
ticular point: Ionly tad time to skim through the 
report. © He skimmed through the article trying 
to find his name. 

book, letter 

©@ v + prep 


skimp /skmp/ 
‘skimp on sth to spend less money or time on sth 


than is normal or necessary: Older people 
shouldn't skimp on food or heating. 

D hold back on sth 

® v+prep 


skip ‘skip; (-pp-) 
Skip ‘off (Br) (also skip ‘out AmE, BrE (infor- 


mat) to leave a place secretly or suddenly, espe- 
cially for a dishonest reason, for example to 
avoid paying for sth: They skipped off without 
paying. 

& v+adv 


skip ‘out on sb/sth (AmE. informal) vo leave sb, 


especially when they need you, or when you have 
a responsibility towards them; to try to avoid a 
difficult situation by leaving a place: He just 
skipped out on his wife leaving her with four kids 
to take care of o He was found 12 years after he 
skipped out on drugs charges. 

run out on sb (especially Ark) 

@ vtadv+ prep 


skirt iska:t: AmE skart) 
skirt a'round sth (BrE also skirt ‘round sth) 1 


to be or move around the edge: We skirted around 
the pond and crossed the bridge. 2 to avoid dis- 
cussing or dealing with a difficult or embarrass- 
ing subject: She tactfully skirted around the 
subject of money. subject, question 
Skirt around/round sth can be used in the pas- 
sive in this meaning: The issue was skirted 
around for years, 

Peis Skirt sth is also used with both these 
meanings: the road that skirted the lake © to skirt 
lawsjduties. 

© v+prep 


skive 


skive iskarv i 


Skive ‘off, skive 'off sth (BrE, informal to 
avoid work or school by staying away or leaving 
early: Joan skive off for afew hours. o I decided to 
skive off school and tell my mum I had a bad 
headache. 

school, work HYN) bunk off, bunk off sth 
(BrE) 

Skive can also be used, but not skive sth: 
Where's Tom? I expect he’s skiving again! 

@ viadv e v+prep 
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slap jsixp/ (-pp-) 


Slap sb a'bout/a‘round (informal, especially 
Br) to hit sb regularly or often, used especially 
of aman hitting a woman: He used to come back 
drunk and slap his wife around, 
knock sb around 
© v +nipron + adv 

Slap sb 'down (informal) to criticize sb or their 
ideas or suggestions in an unfair way often in 
public: He tried to object, but was immediately 
slapped down. o If you ask a question, she just 
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the morning: She usually sleeps in on Sundays. 
Em tie In (Brk, informal 

Compare oversieep, which means to sleep 
longer than you intended. 

@ viadv 


sleep sth ‘off to get better after sth, especially 


drinking ton much alcohol, by sleeping: He’s still 
sleeping off yesterday's hangover o Go home and 
sleep it off. 

@ viadven + vtnipron+ adv 


slack jsiek; 
Slack ‘off to do sth more slowly or work less hard 


slaps you down. 
cut sb down (AmE) 
@venipront+adv è v+adv+n 


‘sleep on sth to delay making a decision about 


than before: We can’t slack off until everything is 
finished. 

ease off 

@ v+ adv 


slacken ’'siækanj 


Slacken ‘off to become less busy or active: 
We've been really busy, but things are starting to 
slacken off now. 

®© v + adv 


Slag sleg; (-g9-) 


slag sb/sth 'off (BrE, slang) to criticize sb/sth in 
a cruel, unkind way: He's always slagging his 
brother off 

run sb/sth down (BrE), cut sb/sth down 
(AmE, more formal) 

© vtn/pron+ adv è v+ady+n 


Slap sth ‘down (on/onto sth) to put sth onto a 
surface in a quick and often noisy way, especially 
because you are angry: He slapped down a copy of 
the book on the table. 
®© v+nipron + adv è v+adv+n 

Slap sth ‘on; ‘slap sth on sb/sth (informa?) to 
announce suddenly that sb must have a punish- 
ment, obey a new rue etc., often when this is 
unfair: Judges have been slapping on longer 
prison seritences.o The government slapped a 
new tax on high earners. 

@ v+nipron+ prep 

Slap sth ‘on, slap sth ‘on/onto sth iyor- 
mat to spread a substance on a surface quickly 
and carelessly: l'ad better slap some make-up on 
before I go out. 
paint, make-up 
@ v+nipron tady + v+advt+n è v+ni/pron + prep 

Slap sth on sth yormali) to increase the price 


sth until the next day so that you can think about 
it: Sleep on itand let me know tomorrow. 


@ v+prep 


Steep ‘out to sleep outdoors: We slept out most 


nights when we were in Greece. 
@ vt adv 


Sleep ‘over to stay the night at sh else’s home: 


The kids are sleeping over with friends. © It’s very 
late now — why don t you sleep aver? 

Compare oversleep, which means to sleep 
longer than you intended. 

@ v + adv 

+ ‘sleepover n a party for children or young 
people when a group of them spend the night at 
one house 


sleep ‘through sth to not be woken up by sth 


such as a loud noise or a lot of activity: She slept 
right through the thunderstorm. o Im afraid | 
slept through the alarm. o Did he sleep through 
the whole incident? 

@ v+ prep 


Slam slem: Cmm- 
Slam a'gainst sb/sth; slam sb/sth a'gainst 


of sth suddenly: They ve slapped 5flp on the price 
of cigarettes. 
@ v+n/pron + prap 


'sleep together, ‘sleep with sb (informal to 


sbisth = SLAM INTO/AGAINST SB/STH, SLAM 
SHISTH INTO/AGAENST SB/STH 


slam sth ‘down (on/onto sth) to put sth down 
witha lot of force, especially when you are angry: 
She slammed the book down on the table. ol 
Slammed down the phone (= put the receiver down 
and ended the phone conversation) in a rage. 

BEJ phone, recelver 

@ v+nipron+adv è v+advtn 

stam ‘into/a'gainst sb/sth; silam sb/sth 
'nto/a'gainst sb/sth to crash, or to make sth 
crash, into sth with a lot of foree: The jeep 
slammed into the wall, o In the crash she was 
slammed against the back of the seat. 

@ v+ prep « v+n/pron+ prep 

Slam sth ‘on if you slam on the brakes of a 
vehicle, you press your foot very hard on the 
brake and make the vehicle stop very quickly: A 
child suddenly ran out into the road and I had to 
siam on the brakes. 

only brakes jam sth on 

@ vtadvt+n « v+nipron+ adv 


Slap sth ‘onto sth = SLAP STH ON, SLAP STI 
ON/ONTO STH 


slash jslzj; 


‘slash at sb/sth (with sth) to attack sb violently 
with a knife, etc. and try to cut themit: He 
slashed at his opponent's face with a knife. 
© v+prep 


slave /slerv/ 


Slave a'way (at sth) (usually used in the progres- 
sive tenses) used to emphasize how hard you are 
working, especially when you think people do 
not recognize this or feel grateful: Zve been slav- 
ing away all day trying to get this work finished. 
@ v+ adv 


sleep slip; (slept, slept /slept;) 


Sleep a'round (informal, disapproving) to have 
sex with many different partners 
@ v+adv 


have sex with sb, especially sb you are not mar- 
ried to: They have been sleeping together for 
monihs now, 

@ v+adv « v+prep 


slice /slais/ 
Slice sth ‘off; slice sth ‘off sth 4 to removea 


thin piece of sth from sth larger by cutting: The 
top of his finger was sliced off in an accident. ò 
She sliced a piece of meat off the joint. 2 tu reduce 
sth by a particular amount: He sliced two seconds 
off the world record. 

@® vtadvin + v+nipron+ adv + v+n/pron+ prep 


Slice ‘through sth (especially BrE) to pass 


through sth very easily: The axe sliced through. 
the wood like butter. o (figurative) He sliced 
through ali my objections. 

@ v + prep 


slice sth ‘up to cut sth into flat thin pieces: 


Would pou slice the cucumber up? 
@® v+nipron+ adv è vtadv+n 


slip off 


sleep ‘in to remain in bed longer than usualin Sliek /slrk/ 


slick sth 'back/‘down if vou slick your hair 
back/down you make it lie flat by putting oil, 
water, etc. on it: His hair was slicked back. o He 
still slicks down his hair with oil. 
Bes) hair 
Slick sth down is often used in the passive. 
® v+nipron+ adv + v+adv+n 


Slim ;slım/ (-mm-) 


Slim ‘down to become thinner, for example as a 
resultof eating less: She siimmed down to 60 kilos 
before her wedding. 
trim down 
@ vtadv 

slim ‘down; slim sth ‘down to make sth, such 
as an organization or a company, smaller by 
employing fewer people, reducing the amount of 
work done, etc: The coal industry has had to slim 
down. o The firm had to slim down its workforce. 
© aslimmed down curriculum 
trim down, trim sth down 
@ vtadv e vtadv+n + v+nipron +adv 


si ip isLp (-pp-) 

Slip a'way 1 (c/so slip 'off) to leave quietly with- 
out attracting attention: J slipped away to my 
room to terite some letters. o He managed to slip 
aff alone for an hour 2 (also slip "by) if a period 
of time slips away, it passes more quickly than 
you realize: She could see her childhood slipping 
away. o The afternoon slipped away. 3 (from sb) 
to disappear; to die or to stop existing: He slipped 
away (= died) peacefully during the night. o Lfelt 
the game was slipping away from me (= I was los- 
ing). 

@ vtadv 

Slip ‘by 4 =siie away 2 Time just seemed to slip by. 
2 if an opportunity, etc. slips by, it passes and 
you do not use it: 7 try never to let a chance to 
travel slip by: 
® vtadyv 

Slip sth ‘in; slip sth ‘into sth to add sth toa 
speech, conversation or written text quickly or 
secretly: He usually slips a couple of jokes into his 
lectures. © She slipped in a few comments about 
her boyfriend. 

@vtadvt+n + v+nipron+ady « v+n/pron+ prep 

Slip ‘into sth 1 to put clothes on quickly and eas- 
ily: Pi just slip into something more comfortable. 
dress, shoes, etc. slip out of sth > see 
also SLIP STH OFF; SLIP STH ON 2 to pass into a 
particular state or situation, especially a diffi- 
cult or unpleasant one: The patient slipped into a 
coma. © The economy has slipped into recession. 
coma, sleep, recession, debt 
$ v+ prep 

Slip ‘off = sip away I 
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approached the junction. œ The heat slowed us 
down. o The roadworks are slowing the traffic up 
in the mornings. 2 to be less active or develop 
more slowly; to make sb/sth do this: He looks ill, 
he should slow down. o The economy has slowed 
down. o They claim they can slow up the ageing 
process. 

@ vtadv e vtnipron+adv + v+adven 


Slip sth ‘off to take clothes or shoes off quickly 
and easily: She slipped her shoes off by the door © 
Slip off your coat and I'll make some tea. 
coat, shoes, etc. slip sth on 
> see also SLIP INTO STH: SLIP OUT OF STI 
@ v+nipront+adv + vtadv+n 

slip sth ‘on to put clothes or shoes on quickly 
and easily: Hold on, PU just slip my coat on, then 


(especially of money) to be present in large 
quantities: There seems to be lots of money slosh- 
ing around in professional tennis. 

@ vtadv 


piamas all morning? o I decided to slob around 
the campsite instead of going swimming. 
@ vtadv » v+prep 


si Og islug: AmE sla:y! (-gg-) 


slog a'way (at sth) (informad to work hard and 
steadily at sth, especially a boring or difficult 
task, for a long time: He slogged away at that 


Slot siv AmE sla:t (-tt-} 


slot ‘in: slot ‘into sth if sth slots in or slots 
into sth, it fits easily and cxactly into a space, 


I'll be ready. 

shoes, jacket, etc. 57°) slip sth off 

~ see also SLIP INTO STH; SLIP OUT OF STH 

® vi+nipron+adv « vtadven 

> ‘slip-on 7 [usually pl.] a shoe that you can put 
on and take off quickly and easily without hav- 


report for weeks. 
@ v+adv 

Slog it ‘out (BrE, informal) ~ sLuc rr our 

Slog ‘through sth Unjormal to work hard and 
steadily at sth, especially a boring or difficult 


especially the space made or designed for it: This 
bit slots in neatly just here. o This piece is meant 
to slot into this groove. o (figurative) I didn't 
understand everything at the time, but later it all 
slotted into place. 

+ see also SLOY STH IN, SLOT STH INTO STH 


» ‘slowdown n 4 a decrease inthe rate of activity 
or production: a slowdown in the economy 2 
(Am) a protest that workers make by doing their 
work more slowly than usual: The union threat- 
ened a slowdown if their demands were not met. 


task, for a long time: J seem to have been slogging 
through this book for weeks. 


© v+ prep 


ing to tie or fasten anything: a pair of cheap slip- 
ons © slip-on shoes 


Slip ‘out (informal if sth slips out, you say it 


@ viadv + v+prep slug slag) Cag-) 


slot sb/sth ‘in to manage to finda time toscesb Slug it ‘out (BrE also slog it ‘out) (informa) to 
or to do sth: /can slot you in tomorrow at four. fight; to compete until sb has won: The two com- 


when vou do not intend to: T didn’t mean to teli 
him. itjust slipped out. 
@ v+adv 


Slip ‘out of sth to take off clothes quickly and 
easily: She slipped out of her clothes and got into 
the shower, 

EEJ) clothes, dress, etc. 55?) slip into sth 

-> see also SLIP STH OFF: SLIP STH ON 

@ vtprep + vtadv+prep 

‘Slip ‘over to slide a short distance and fall: He 
slipped over on the ice and broke his leg. 

@ vtadv 

Slip ‘through: slip ‘through sth if sth or sh 
slips through or slips through a system, etc., a 
person or a system fails to find and deal with 
itfthem: Mistakes occasionally slip through. © 
Somehow he slipped through the company's 
screening process. 

@ v+adv « v+prep 

TE (let sth) slip through your ‘fingers if sb/sth 
slips through your fingers, you fail to keep or 
use it/them: The thief had slipped through their 
fingers yet again. o You've wasted your time at 
college and let pour chances slip through your fin- 
gers. slip through the ‘net when sh/sth slips 
through the net, an organization or a system 
fails to find them and deal with them: We tried to 
contact all the former students, but same slipped 
through the net. 

Slip ‘up (over sth) (informai) to make a careless 
mistake: 7 slipped up over the date of the meeting, 
© He slipped up in his calculations. o We slipped 
up there, didn’t we? 

@ v+adv 

> ‘slip-up 7 (informal a careless mistake: One 
small slip-up could cost us the election. 


Slob /slvb: AmE sla:b/ (-bb-) 


Slob a'round/out, slob a'round sth (BrE, 
slang) to spend time being lazy and doing noth- 
ing: We just slobbed out in front of the telly lasi 
night. o Are you going to sloh around in your 


slop {slop; AME slapi Cpp- 


Slop a'bouta'round 1 (in sth) (of a liquid) to 
move around in a container, often so that some 
liquid comes over the edge: Water was slopping 
about in the bottom of the boat. slosh 
around/about 2 (in sth) to move around in water, 
mud, etc: She slapped around in the cooling water. 
BYW} stosh around/about 3 (Bre, informal, dis- 
approving) to spend time relaxing or being lazy: 
She used to slop around ail day in old jeans and 
sweatshirts. YX) slouch about/around (BrE), 
hang around 
® vtadv 

Slop ‘out (Br£) when prisoners slop out, they 
empty the containers that they use as toilets 
@ v+adv 

Slop ‘over, slop ‘over sth (of aliquid) to move 
around in a container so much that some liquid 
comes out over the edge: Some fea had slopped 
over inte the saucer. > Water slopped over the edge 
of the bath. 

@ vtadv « v+ prep 


slope /slaup; AmE sioup/ 


Slope ‘off (BrE, informal) to go away, especially 
without being noticed, in order to avoid doing 


fit sb/sth In 
@ v+nipron+ adv « v+adv+n 


slot sth ‘in: slot sth ‘into sth to put some- 


thing into a space that is available or designed 
for it: He slotted a coin into the machine. o (fig- 
urative) The final pieces of the puzzle had been 
slotted into place and I understand what was 
happening. 

-> see also SLOT IN, SLOT INTO STH 

@ v+nipront+adv + vtadv+n è v+ nipron + prep 


slot to'gether, slot A and B to'gether if 


two things slot together, or sb slots them 
together, they fit together easily and exactly: 
The base comes in two sections that simply slot 
together. o The parts are pre-cut, ready to be siol- 
ted together. 

@ vtadv + vtn/prontadv e v+advtn 


slouch fslautf 
slouch a'bout/a'round, slouch a'bout 


a'round sth (BrE, disapproving) to spend time 
relaxing or being lazy: He slowches around all 
day reading comics. o She wasted the day slouch- 
ing about the house. 

slop about/around (BrE). hang around 

@ v+adv è v+prep 


work, talking to sb, etc: He always slopes off if 
there's any work to be done. o Where are you try- 
ing to slope off to? 

© v+adv 


slosh Blof AmE slaf: 
slosh a'round (aiso slosh a'bout especially 


BrE) (in sth) (informal 1 (of a Liquid) to move 
around noisily in a container: The water was 
sloshing about in the bucket. slop 
about/around 2 to move around noisily in sth 
liquid: The children were sloshing around in the 
puddles. 33¥) slop about/around 3 (Ark) 


slough isis; 
slough sth ‘off 1 to remove or get rid of a layer 


panies slugged it aut for their share of the market. 
© The Democrats and the Republicans will be 
slugging if out in November 

& v + it+ adv 


sluice /siu:s; 
Sluice sth ‘down/out (especially BrE) to wash 


or clean the surface of sth with large amounts of 
water: They sluice the Streets down every morn- 
ing. o An attendant was sluicing out the chan- 
ging rooms. 

@ vtadvtn « v+n/pron + adv 


smack ismaek/ 
‘smack of sth to seem to contain an unpleasant 


attitude or quality: His comments smack of racism. 
© v+ prep 


smarten sma:tn; AmE'sma:rtn! 
smarten ‘up 1 (aiso smarten yourself ‘up) to 


make yourself neater, tidier. or more attractive: 
You need to smarten (yourself) up before you go 
oul. spruce yourself up 2 (especially AmE) 
to become more clever and aware of things: 
You'll have to smarien up Uf you want to pass 
those exams. 

© v+ adv 1 also v+ pron + adv 


‘smarten sb/sth ‘up (especially BrE) to make a 


person or a place neater, tidier or more aftract- 
ive: The hotel has been sinartened up by the new 


of dead skin, etc: Slough off dry skin once a week. 
3378) shed sth 2 (ermal) to get rid of sth that 
you ne longer want: He was not able to slough off 
the memories of the past. o Responsibilities are 
not sloughed aff so easily. 

@ vtadvtn + v+pron+adv + v+n+ adv (rare) 


slow isbu Amk slou/ 
slow ‘down: slow sb/sth ‘down (also slow 


‘up, slow sb/sth ‘up less frequent) 1 to go, or to 
make sb/sth go, at a slower speed: Slow down, I 
can't keep up with you. o The bus slowed up as it 


owners. © She did her best to smarten her RUS- 
band up. 

E spruce sb/sth up 

@ v+adv+n « v+n/pron+ ady 


smash jsmez!: 


smash sth 'down to make sth fall by hitting it 
very hard and breaking it: 7e police decided to 
smash. the doar down. 
door 
© v+nipran+ adv + v+adv+n 


smash in 270 2il soak up 


Pre eee eee tere ee Perens 
= 


smash sth ‘in to make a hole in sth or destroy it smooth sth 'down to make your hair or your snarl /sna); AmE sna:r)/ sniff ‘round: sniff 'round sth (BrE) = SNIFF 


by hitting it very hard: The dall's face had been 
smashed in, o (informal) He threatened to smash 
my head in (= hit my head very hard). 

EEJ] door, face, head 357%) bash sth in (infor- 
mal, espectally BrE) 

@ v+nipron+adv + vtadven 

smash sth ‘up to damage or destroy sth by hit- 
ting it very hard: A bunch of thugs broke in and 
smashed the place up. o He smashed his car up 
last week (= he had acrash). 

car, things, place 

@ v+olpron+ adv + v+adv+n 


smell smel; (smelled, smelled, BrE also 
smelt, smelt ‘smeit/) 


‘smell of sth to have the smell of sth: The baby 
smelled of soap and milk. o Can you put your cig- 
arette out? don't want my room smelling of smoke. 
© v+ prep 

EIS come up/out of sth smelling of ‘roses 
(informal to still have a good reputation, even 
though you have been involved in sth that might 
have given people a bad opinion of you 

smell sb/sth ‘out 1 to be aware of fear, danger, 
trouble, etc. in a situation: He could smell ove 
weakness in others. 2 (of dogs) to detect sb/sth, by 
smelling: The dogs are trained to smell out drugs. 
sniff sb/sth out 

@vtadv+n + v4+nipron+ adv 


smell sth ‘out (5r) (AmE smell sth ‘up) to fill 
a place with an unpleasant smell: That fish smelt 
the whole house out. 

7570) stink sth out (BrE), stink sth up (AmE) 

@ v+nipron+adv « v+advin 


smile sman; 


‘smile on/upon sb/sth (formal or literary) if 
fortune, fate, etc. smiles on you, you are very 
lucky and successful: Fortune smiled on us that 
night and the plane landed safely. 

-> see also FROWN ON SRISTH 

È v+prep 


smoke jsmouk; AmE smouk;} 


smoke sb/sth ‘out 1 to make sb/sth come out of 
a place by filling it with smoke: The frre is used to 
smoke the bees out. 2 to find sbisth that is causing 
a problem; to make sth that is secret publicly 
known: The police are determined to smoke out 
the leaders of the gang. 

@ vtadvtn è v+nipron+ady 


smooth smu:ð/ 


smooth sth a'way/out to reduce or remove 
problems and difficultics: The group was set up 
to smooth away local difficulties. o His anxieties 
were quickly smoothed away. 

@ vtadv+n « v+npron + adv 


clothes smooth and flat with your hands: He 
smoothed down his hair 

hair, skirt 

@ vtadvin + v+nipron+adv 


smooth sth ‘out 1 to make sth such asa piece of 
paper or cloth smooth and flat with your hands: 
She tried to smooth out the crumpled letter, oë] 
wrinkles, paper 2 SMOOTH STH AWav/iouT We 
are here to smooth out any practical problems for 
VOL. differences, problems 
® vtadv+n + v+nipron+ adv 


smooth sth ‘over to make a problem or diffi- 
culty seem less serious or easier to deal with. 
especially by talking to the people involved: She 
tried to calm her parents down and smooth 
things over.o The leaders managed to smooth 
over their differences. 
differences, things 
@ vtadv+n « v+n/pron+ adv 


snack isnzk! 


‘snack on sth to cat small amounts of food 
between or instead of meals: M's healthier to 
snack on fruit rather than chocolate. 
® vt prep 


snap isnzp; (-pp-) 


snap ‘back (into sth) (Am) (informal) = BOUNCE 
CACK (FROM STH) After the initial shock, he soon 
snapped back. o She snapped back into her daily 
routine soon after the operation. 
recover (from sth) 
® v+adv 

snap sth ‘out to say sth ina sharp or unpleasant 
way: The sergeant snapped out an arder 
Snap sth can be used with this meaning: 
She snapped instructions to the team. 
© vtadvin + v+pront+adv + v+n + adv (less fre- 

quent) + v+ adv + speech 

snap ‘out of sth; snap sb ‘out of sth inor- 
mai) to make yourself, or help sb else, stop feel- 
ing upset, in a bad mood, etc.; to wake up from a 
day dream: Come on, Joe. Snap out of it. o She 
was snapped out of her reverie by the sound of the 
door opening. 
© v+adv+prep + v+n/pron+adv+ prep 

Snap 'to it (informal) used to tell sb to start work- 
ing harder or more quickly: This place has to be 
clean by this evening so snap to it! 
© v+ prep + it 

snap sb/sth ‘up to buy or seize sth quickly and 
eagerly: Fans quickly snapped up the tickets. o 
(figurative) He was snapped up by United. 
@vtadv+n + v+nipron + adv 


snarl ‘up; snarl sth ‘up if sth snarls up, or sth 
snarls it up, it becomes so confused, twisted, 
etc. that no part of it can move: The dog's lead got 
snarled up in a bush. o The traffic snarls up at 
that junction every evening. o The accident 
snarled up the traffic for the whole day 
Snar! sth up is often used in the passive 
with get: The city centre gets snarled up with tour- 
isis in the summer. 
$ v+adv + v+adv+n « v+nipron + ady 
» ‘snar-up n (BrE, informal) a situation in 
which traffic is unable to move 


snatch /snet!; 


‘snatch at sth 1 to try to take hold of sth: She 
snatched at the letter in his hand. 2 (BrE) to take 
an opportunity to do sth eagerly and quickly: 
They snatched at the chance to be happy. 
$ v + prep 


sneak /sni:k/ 
The usual past form is sneaked, but snuck 
is now very common in informal speech in 
American English and some people use it in Brit- 
ish English too. However, many people consider 
it incorrect and it should not be used in formal 
writing. 

sneak ‘up (on sb) to approach sb very quietly, so 
that they do not see or hear you until you reach 
them: He loves sneaking up on me to scare me. © 
She snuck up behind them and suddenly shouted. 
@ vt ady 


sniff snf 


sniff around, sniff a'round sthisb (BrE 
also sniff ‘round, sniff ‘round sth/sb) (infor- 
mad to go somewhere to try to find secret infor 
mation ahout sth/sb or to look for a particular 
person or thing: Representatives from the siudio 
were sniffing around for new talent. o It won't be 
tong before the press come sniffing around the 
club. 
@ v+adv « v+prep 

‘sniff at sth (informal to show a lack of interest 
in or respect for sth: At first he sniffed at her Jor- 
eign ways. 
$ v+prep 
I) not to be sniffed at (informal good enough 
to be accepted or considered seriously: Her 
achievement is not to be sniffed at. 

sniff sb/sth ‘out 1 (especially of dogs) to find 
sb/sth by smelling: These dogs can sniff out 
explosives. smell sb/sth out 2 (informal to 
find information about sb/sth: journalists 
trained to sniff out a sensation or a scandal o 
They're quick to sniff out a deception. BYD nose 
sth out 
@ vtadv+n +» v+nipron+ adv 


AROUND, SNIFF AROUND STH/SB 


SNOW isnau: AmE snog, 


be/get snowed ‘in/up to be unable to go any- 
where or leave a place because of heavy snow: 
We got snowed in for three days. 
® be/get + v+ adv 

beget snowed ‘under (with sth) to have so 
much work that you have problems dealing with 
it: We're snowed under with work at the moment. 
® be/get +v+ adv 

be/get snowed ‘up (BrE) 1 = BE/GET SNOWED 
iwiup 2 (of a road, etc.) to befbecome blocked 
with snow: The driveway was still snowed up. 
© be/get+ vt adv 


snuff enst 


snuff sb ‘out (especially AmE) to kill sb: He was 
snuffed out by the Mafia. 
@ v+nipront+adv e vtadv+n 

snuff sth ‘out 1 to stop a flame from burning: 
She snuffed out the candles. candle, flame 
Snuff sth can also be used with this mean- 
ing. 2 (written) to suddenly end or destroy sth: A 
moment of mindless violence snuffed out his life. 
o The revolution was quickly snuffed out. BES, 
life, hope 
© vtadv+n « v+pront+adv e v+n+adv (less 

Frequent) 


snugg fe /snagl; 


snuggle ‘down to make yourself warm and 
comfortable in your bed: He snuggled down and 
went to sleep. 
@ vt+adv 

snuggle ‘up (to/against sb/sth), snuggle 'up 
(in sth) to get inte a warm and comfortable pos- 
ition close to sb/sth or in sth: She smuggled up to 
him on the sofa. o Fd love to snuggle up in bed 
right now! 
ISN) cuddle up (to/against sb) 
@ vt adv 


soak ‘sək; AME souk; 


soak ‘in: soak ‘into sth (of a liquid) to pass 
into sth: Apply the oil to the wood and leave if to 
soak in. & The wine had soaked into the carpet. 
@ vtadv + v+prep 

soak ‘through; soak ‘through sth (of a 
liquid) to pass into or through sth: Blood had 
soaked through the bandage. 
© v+adv + v+prep 

soak sth ‘up 1 to take in or absorb sth, espe- 

cially a liquid: Use a paper towel to soak up the 
excess Oil. © (figurative) The farmers soak up (= 
use up) £ billion of government aid a year. 
water, debts 2 to absorb sth into your senses, 


Abbe ee eee weerarcrase® ear z termnpan = 
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your bedy or your mind: We walked around the SOF szt AmE sort} 


town, soaking up the atmosphere. GE] the sun, 
the atmosphere 

absorb sth (more formal 

® vtadv+n » v+nipron + adv (less frequent) 


sober sauba), Ane 'sou-/ 


sober ‘up; sober sb ‘up to become, or to make 
sb, no longer drunk: J decided to walk home to 
sober up. o I need a black coffee to sober me up. © 
(figurative, especially BrE) We all laughed at 
what Liam said. but soon sobered up (= became 
serious) when we saw his wife’s expression. 
®© vtadv + v+n/pron+adv + vtadven 


SOCK jsvk; AmE sack: 


sock sth a'way (AmB, informah to save money 
by putting it in a bank or by buying shares ina 
company, etc: She already has $500 socked away 
for college. o He socks away half his salary every 
month for the house. 
Esi money 
@ vtadv+n è v+nipron+ adv 

‘sock it to sb (informal or humorous) used to 
encourage sb to do or say sth that will have a 
strong effect, for example before an interview, a 
sports game, etc: You'll be fine. Just get in there 
and suck it to them. 
Sock it to sb is not used in the passive. 
© v+tit+ prep 


Sod snd: AmE sud; (-dd-) 


sod ‘off (BrE, A, slang) used to tell sb to go away: 
Just sod off and leave me in peace! 
@ v+ady 


soften sofn; AmE ‘son: 


soften sb ‘up (informal) to try to make sb more 
willing to do sth for you by being very nice to 
them first: J Anole you, vou 're just trying to soften 
me up! © They softened the voters up with prom- 
ises they had no intention of keeping. 
butter sb up 
$ viadvi+n « v4 nipron+ adv 


soften sb/sth ‘up to make an enemy weaker 
and easier to attack: IWH take more than a few 
bruises to soften him up. © The artillery was used 
to soften up the advancing enemy. 
@ v+nipront+ adv è» vtadven 


soldier | ‘souldsza(r):; AmE 'soul-} 


Soldier ‘on (with sth) to continue with sth you 
are doing although it is difficult or unpleasant: 
She soldiered on with the course in spite of her per- 
sonal problems. © I'm having to soldier on alone 
since Bill left. 

@ v+ adv 


sort sb ‘out (informal. especially BrE to deal 
with sb who has been causing trouble: They sent 
the lads round to sort him out. 
deal with sb 
@ v+nipron+ady + vtadven 

sort sb/yourself ‘out (BrE, informal) 1 to find 
a solution to sh’s/your own problems, etc: If took 
her months to sort herself out after the divorce. 
© He was so upset tt took us an hour to calm him 
down and sort him out. straighten sb/your- 
self out 2 to organize sb or yourself: You load the 
car and PH sort the kids out. o She's in her room 
sorting herself out for the trip (= packing clothes, 
ete.) 
@ v +n/pron + adv 

sort sb ‘out with sth (informal, especially Ark) 
to provide sb with something they need: In sure 
we can sort you oul with some dry clothes. 
$È v+nipron + adv + prep 

sort sth ‘out 4 to put sth in order; to tidy and 
organize sth: I spent the afternoon sorting out my 
study. room, stuff 2 (especially BrE) to organ- 
ize or arrange sth: First pou have to sort out a 
work permit, 3 (especially Brie) to decide on sth: J 
need to sort out what clothes to take with mean the 
trip. details, priorities In this meaning 
sort sth out is usually used with question words 
such as what, where, etc. 4 to solve a problem: 
We've sorted the problem out. problem, mess 
5 (from sth) to separate sth from a larger group: 
Sort out the ripe pears from the rest. o She sorted 
out the clothes that she didn't wear any more. 
@ v+n/pron+ adv + vtadven 
> ‘sort-out 7 (BrE, informal an act of arranging 
or organizing things in a neat and tidy way and 
getting rid of things you don’t want 

sort itself ‘out (especially BrE) if a problem 
sorts itself out, it stops being 4 problem with- 
out anyone having to do anything: He woke up 
feeling ill, but thought the problem would soon 
sort itself out. 
work itself out 
@ v + pron + adv 


sort ‘through sth to look through a number of 
things either in order to find a particular thing 
or to put them in groups: She sorted through her 
wardrobe for something to wear o They sorted 
through thousands of old photos. 
@ v+prap 


sound savond; 


sound ‘off (about sth) (informal, disapproving) 
to express your opinions loudly or in an aggres- 
sive way: He should check his facts before sound- 
ing off like that. 
@ vradv 


273 


sound sb/sth ‘out (about/on sth) to try to dis- 


cover sb's views, opinions, etc. on sth, especially 

in an indirect way: J want to sound him out about 

a possible job. o We should sound out opinions on 

these changes. 

@ vtadven«vtprontady è vint ady (less 
frequent} 


SOUP /su:p/ 
soup sth ‘up (informal) if you soup up a cara 


computer, etc.. you make changes to it so that it is 
more powerful or exciting: He makes a living 
buying old cars and souping them up. 
@vtadv+n «vtprontady è v+n+ adv (less 
frequent) 
» ‘souped-up adj [only before noun] (informal) a 
souped-up car. computer, etc. has heen changed 
to make it more powerful or exciting: a suuped- 
up Mini 


Space sper! 
space ‘out: space sb ‘out (slang, especially 


AmE to be confused, unable to think clearly, or 
not aware of what is happening around you, for 
example asa result of taking drugs; to put sbina 
state like this: J was supposed to meet her for 
lunch but I spaced out and forgot. o The drugs I 
was taking for my illness spaced me out 30 I 
couldn't think clearly 

@ vt adv + v+nipron+ adv 

+ spaced ‘out adj (slang) confused, unable to 
think clearly and not completely conscious of 
what is happening around you, for example 
because of taking drugs: He sat in the corner 
looking completely spaced out. 


space sth ‘out to arrange things with a regular 


distance or time between them, especially a 
fairly large amount: Try spacing the words out 
more on the page. o Should I space out the baby’s 
feeds over 24 hours? 

@ vt+nipront+ adv e v+adven 


spa rk ispa K AmE spark; 
spark sth ‘off (informal) to cause something to 


suddenly happen or develop: The incident 
sparked off riots across the country. o His resig- 
nation sparked off a political crisis. 
riots, debate, incident, protest, crisis 
Spark sth is also used with this meaning: 
The TV programme sparked a storin of protest. 
@vtadvtn«vtprontady è v+n+adv (less 
frequent) 


Spark ‘up if a fire sparks up, it starts to burn 


brightly again after a period when it was almost 
out: The fire is still smoking and could spark up at 
any moment. o (figurative) They sparked up (= 
became more lively and interested) when they 
heard the music. 

@ v+adv 


speak out 


spark sth ‘up (infurmal) 1 if you spark up a 


conversation, a debate, a friendship, etc., you 
start one, often suddenly: J sat down beside Helen 
and tried to spark up a conversation with her 2 to 
add interest or excitement to sth: Spark up pasta 
dishes with fresh herbs. o Send a card and spark 
up someone's day: spice sth up 3 spark up 
sth, spark it/them up to light a fire, etc: (slang) 
Time to spark up a cigarette. o (figurative) There 
is nothing in the book to spark up the reader's 
interest. A noun must come after up, but a 
pronoun comes between the verb and up. 
@vtadv+n + v+pron+adv + v+n+adv (rare) 


speak lepik (past spoke /spepk: AMÈ 


spouk/spoken /spaukan; AmE ‘spov-/) 


‘speak for sb 1 to state the wishes or views of sb; 


to act as a representative for sb: I can’t speak for 
the others, but I’d lave to come. o She speaks for a 
whole generation of disillusioned youngsters. 
answer for sb 2 to give evidence to support 
sb ina court of law: Many people spoke for her at 
the trial. 

© v + prep 

Ti) speak for it'self/them'selves if something 
speaks for itself it is so clear and easy to under- 
siand that it does not need to be explained: The 
facts speak for themselves. 


speak for your'self to express your own opin- 


ion, although you know that others might not 
agree with you: Speaking for myself, I'd prefer 
to go by train. o He speaks for himself when he 
says we need a smoking area. 

@ vt prep 

EN speak for my'self/her'self/him'selfithem- 
‘selves to express your opinion yourself, rather 
than sb else doing it for you: I can speak for 
myself thank you! speak for your'self (spoken, 
informah used to tell sb that sth they have said is 
not true of you: ‘We're all tired.’ ‘Speak for your- 
self — I'm finet 


be ‘spoken for 1 to be marricd or to have a part- 


ner already: You can forget about hun, he’s 
spoken for! 2 to be set aside for a particular pur- 
pose: Half the money is already spoken far. 

@ be+v+ ady 


‘speak of sth formal or literary) to be evidence 


of sth: to suggest sth: The pictures and orna- 
ments in the room spoke of dreams of faraway 
places. 

& v+ prep 


speak ‘out (against/in favour offen sth) to say 


what you think clearly and publicly, often eriti- 
cizing or opposing sb/sth, in a way that needs 
courage: People are nu longer afraid to speak out. 
o She spoke out against the regime. 

@ vt adv 


Bebra perme ee TEEPE eee ea 
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> out’spoken adj saying openly exactly what 
you think, even if you know other people will 
disagree or be offended: Her outspoken views 
often get her into trouble, 


Speak ‘up 1 used to ask sb to speak louder: 
Please speak up- wecan’t hear you at the back. 2 
(for sb/sth/yourself) to say what you think clearly 
and freely especially to support or defend sh/sth: 
Several players spoke up for their manager ò 
She's learned to speak up for herself o It’s time to 
speak up about what is happening in our schools 
{= to say we do not like it). 
® v+ adv 


Speed /spi:d/ (speeded, speeded, or sped, 
sped) 


Speed a'way/'off to leave very quickly, usually 
in a vehicle of some kind: The car sped away 
from the house. o She sped off on her bike to get 
help. 

Sped is usually used as the past tense and 
past participle of this verb. 
@ vtady 


speed ‘up: speed sth ‘up to start to move or 
happen faster; to make sth do this: The train 
started to speed up. o Parking restrictions were 
introduced to try to speed up the traffic. o They 
worked siowly at first, speeding up as they got 
used to it. > The new tool bar an the screen defin- 
itely speeds things up. 
Speeded is used as the past tense and past 
participle of this verb. 
@ vtadv e vtadvin + v+nipront+ adv 


spell ispel/ (spelt, spelt fspelt/ or spelled, 
spelled) 


Spell sth ‘out 1 to make sth clear and easy to 
understand; to explain sth in detail: His reasons 
for leaving are spelt out in detail in his letter o 
Surely I don’t have to spell it out? (= it should be 
obvious) 2 to say or write the letters of a word in 
the correct order: Could you spell that word out 
for me again! TE Spell sth is usually used with 
this meaning. 
© Tvt+adven + vtprontady + v+n+adv (less 
frequent) 
Zvtadv+n è v+nipron+ adv + v+adv+ speech 


Spew /spju:/ 


Spew ‘out; spew sth ‘out to flow out quickly 
in large amounts; to make sth do this: fava spew- 
ing out from a volcano © fumes spewed out by cars 
and trucks 

Spew and spew sth are also used with this 
meaning: a volcano spewing clouds of ash 

@ v+adv + v+adv+tn + v+n/pron+adv 


mmm PRPS Ree eee EP ed RE a TE 
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spew ‘up; spew sth ‘up (BrE, slang) to bring 
food from the stomach back out through the 
mouth: He spewed up ail over my Jacket. 
throw up, throw sth up: vomit, vomit sth 
(more formal 
@ vtadv + v+n/prontadv + v+adven 


spice spars; 


Spice sth ‘up to add spice to food in order to give 
it more flavour and make it more interesting: 
Casseroles can be spiced up witha dash of tabasco 
Sauce. o (figurative) He exaggerated the details to 
spice up the story: 
jazz sth up (informa), tiven sth up 
@ vtadvin « v+nipron+ adv 


spiff fsprff 


Spiff sb/sth ‘up. spiff yourself ‘up (Amk. 
informal to make sb/sth/vourself look more 
attractive: We went home to get spiffed up for the 
party. o Here are some easy ways to spiff up 
spreadsheets. 
© vt+adven + v+n/prontadv è vtn+adv (less 

Frequent) 


spill ‘spi; (spilled, spitiad, BrE also spilt, spilt 
(spilt;) 


Spill ‘out: spill ‘out of sth 1 to accidentally 
flow out of a container: The contents of her bag 
spilled out everywhere. o Water had spilled out 
onto the floor 2 to come out in large numbers or 
amounts: The theatre crowds spilled out onto the 
pavement. ò The children spilled out into the 
yard, 33) pour out, pour out of sth 
@ + adv 


spill ‘out; spill sth ‘out to tell sb a secret, your 
fears, Worries, etc. in a hurried and unplanned 
way: When she started to speak, the words just 
came spilling out. o She spilled aut her troubles 
fo her parents. 
@ vtadv e v+adv+n è v+n/pron+ adv 


Spill ‘over (into/ta sth) to start in one situation or 
area and then have an effect on another situation 
or in another area: Unrest has spilt over into 
areas outside the city. o Anger spilled over into 
violence at yesterday's demonstration. o Her 
excitement spilled over to the rest of the group. 

@ vt adv 

» ‘overspill z [U] (sing.| (BrE) people who move 
from a town or city because it is too crowded and 
go and live somewhere else: These fowns were 
built to house overspill populations from the big 
cities. 

> ‘spillover [C] [U) 4 something that is too large 
or too much for the place where it starts and 
spreads to other places: e spillover of riots oa 
spillover room for guests and friends (. a room 


epee teens hema bere eee eee em EEE i 


where extra guests and friends can go) 2 the 
results and cffects of sth that have spread to 
other situations or areas: Other resorts could 
benefit from the spillover (of tourists). © spillover 
affects! benefits 


spill ‘over; spill ‘over sth to flow over the edge 


of a container that is too full: The water spilled 
over the rim of the glass. o Her tears suddenty 
spilled over (= she started to cry). o The goods 
were spilling over fram the shops onto the pave- 
ments. o (figurative) His emotions suddenly 
spilled over. 

© vetady +» v+prep 


Spin spin; (spinning, spun, spun /span/) 
spin around; spin sb/sth a'round (BrE also 


spin ‘round, spin sb/sth ‘round) T to turn very 
quickly to face in the opposite direction; to turn 
sb/sth in this way: She jumped when she heard 
her name and spun around to see the speaker. © He 
spun her round to face him. 2 to turn round and 
round quickly; to make sth do this: The propeller 
started to spin around. © The room seemed to be 
spinning round. o to spin a ball/coin 

@ v+adv « v+nipron + ady 


spin ‘off (from sth). spin sth ‘off (from sth) 


(especially BrE, business) to produce a new prod- 
uct, material, service, etc, that is connected with 
sth successful that already exists; to be produced 
in this wav: Calendars and diaries spinning off 
from familiar books and TV shows are always 
popular o A Different World' was spun off from 
‘The Cosby Show’. o Their research has spun off 
many useful applications. 

@ vitadvy + v+adv+n + v+prontadv « vt+ntadv 

(rare) 

+ ‘spin-off n 1 an unexpected but useful result of 
an activity that is designed to produce sth else: 
commercial spin-offs from medical research © 
spin-off effects 2 a product or a book, film/movie, 
etc. that is based on a very successful book, 
filmfmovie or television series: “The Cosby Show’ 
and its spin-off ‘A Different World’o a spin-off 
movie 


spin sth ‘off (especially AME, business) to separ- 


ate part of a company or an organization from 
the main part in order to form a new one: The 
fast food chain could be spun off as a separate 
company, 

@ vtadvtn + v+pron+adv + v+n+ adv (rare) 


spin sth ‘out to make sth last as long as possible: 


I managed to spin my talk out to an hour. © She 
had to spin out her money until pay day. 
$ v+advi+n 6 v+nipron+ adv 


spin ‘round: spin sb/sth ‘round (BrE) = spin 


AROUND, SPIN SB/STH AROUND 


splash down 


spirit i'sprrit/ 
spirit sb/sth a'way/off (to sth) to remove 


sb/sth quickly, secretly or as if by magic: He was 
spirited away by his friends before the police 
arrived. o An enormous amount of money had 
been spirited away in only two months. 

@ vtnipron+ adv + v+adv+n 


spit ispiti (splitting, spat, spat /spect/ or spit- 


ting, spit. spit, especially AME) 


spit it ‘out (spoken) used to tell sb to reveal a 


piece of information or to say sth when they are 
feeling nervous or unwilling to speak: Come on, 
spit it out! Who did it? 

@ v + itt+ adv 


spit sth ‘out 1 to force sth out of your mouth: I¢ 


tasted so horrible he had to spit it out. 2 to say sth 
very angrily: Men” She spat the word out. 
word 
© v+nipron+adv « vtadvt+n 

2 alsov+ adv + speech 


spit 'up; spit sth ‘up (Ami) if a baby spits up 


or spits sth up, it brings milk back from its 
stomach out through its mouth: Put this doth on 
your shoulder in case she spits up. © Lots of 
babies spit up a bit of milk after feeding. 

@ vtadv « vtnipron+ adv e ytadvtn 

vomit, vomit sth; be sick (BrE) 

> ‘splt-up z [U] the milk that a baby brings back 
out of its mouth 


splash jsples: 


splash a'bout (BrE) = sp.asi AROUND 
splash sth a'bouta'round (informal. espe- 


cially BrE) to spend moncy freely or carelessly: 
He splashes his wages about just to impress her 
@ vtn/pron+ adv « v+adv+n 


splash sth a‘cross/o'ver sth to publish a 


photograph, a news story, etc. ina place where a 
lot of people will see it, especially in a news- 
paper: The next day her name was splashed 
across all the front pages. o I don’t want my pri- 
vate life splashed all over the tabloids. 
Splash sth acrossfover sb is often used in 
the passive. 
© v+n/pron + prep 

splash a'round (BrE also splash a'bout) (in 
sth) to move about in water making it fly every- 
where: The children splashed about in the river 
all afternoon. 
@ vtadv 


splash sth a'round =SPLASH STH ABOUT/AROUND 


splash ‘down when a spacecraft splashes 
down, it returns to earth and lands in the 
seafocean: The capsule splashed down in the 
Pacific. 
@ v+adv 


splash out 276 


+ ‘splashdown n [C] [U] the return of a space- 
craft to earth when it lands in the sea/ocean: 


Splashdown is expected 300 kilometres west of 


Valparaiso. 


splash ‘out (on sth), splash sth ‘out (on/or 
sth) (informal) to spend a lol of money on sth: 
She splashed out on a new pair of shoes. o Why 
don’t we splash out and go vut for a meal? o The 
band splashed out thousands of pounds on new 
eyuipment. o Don’t splash it all out at once! 
@ vtadv + v+adv+n + v+prontady è v+n+adv 
(rare) 
Splash sth ‘over sth = SPLASH STH acrossf 
OVER STH 


spl it /split/ (splitting, split, split) 


Split a'way/’off (from sth), split sth 
a'way/'off (from sth) to separate from, or be 
separated from, a large object or a group: The 
branch had split away from the main. trunk. o 
The wind split the door away from its frame. © 
Some of the members split away to form a new 
party. © Should the ownership of the rail track be 
split off from the running of the train services? 
@vtadv + v+tadv+n + v+n/pront+adv 

‘split on sb (to sb) (BrE, informal) to tell sb in 
authority about sth bad or wrong that sb has 
done: Promise you won't split on me, 
tell on sb 
© v+prep 

Split ‘up (with/from sb), split sb ‘up (informal 
to end a relationship or a marriage: to make two 
people stop having a relationship with each 
other: He told me he had split up with his girl- 
Jriend, © The band split up at the height of their 
fame. © My friend is doing her best to split Maria 
and me up. 
break up (with sb), break sb up 
@ v+adv + v+n/pron+adv è vt+advetn 

Split ‘up (into sth), split sb/sth ‘up (into sth) if 
a group of people or a family splits up, or sb 
splits it up, the members separate and do not 
stay together: We split up into groups to discuss 
the question. o The class was split up into groups. 
& We got split up in the crowd. 
break up, break sb/sth up 
@ vtadv è vtnipront+adv è vtadvtn 

Split sth ‘up (into sth) to divide sth into smaller 
parts: The day was split up into 6 one-hour 
classes. © We split the profits up between us. 

@ v+nipron+ adv « vtadven 


spoil isparl/ (spoiled, spoiled ‘sprl’, BrE 
also spoilt, spoilt /sport;} 


‘spoil for sth (informal) (only used in the progres- 
sive tenses) to be very eager to tight sb: He was 
spoiling for a fight. 

a fight 
© v+ prep 


Sponge ispands; 


Sponge sb/sth ‘down to wash sb/sth witha wet 
cloth or a soft material: I sponged the coat down to 
remove the mud. o She tried sponging the baby 
down to lower his temperature. 

È v+nipron+ adv è viadvtn 

‘sponge off sb (also sponge on sb Jess frequent) 
(informal, disapproving) to get money, food, etc. 
from other people, without doing anything for 
them or offering to pay: He's constantly spunging 
off his friends. 
© v+ prep 

Sponge sth ‘off. sponge sth ‘off sth (espe- 
ciaily BrE) to remove a mark, some dirt, etc. with 
a wet cloth or a piece of a soft material: J? wes 
impossible to sponge the mark off oT couldn't 
Sponge the stain off my dress. 
© v+niprontadv + v+adv+n + v+n/pron+ prep 

‘sponge on Sb =sPONGE OFF SB 


spout jspant; 


Spout ‘offi'on (about sth) (informal, disapprov:- 
ing) to talk about sth in a boring or annoying 
way: He's always spouting off about the behav- 
lour of young people today. o What are you spout- 
ing on about now? 

@ v+ady 


sprawl jspro:1/ 


Sprawl ‘out to sit or lie down with your arms and 
legs spread out in a relaxed or awkward way: He 
came home and just sprawled out on the sofa. 
Sprawl is used more frequently with the 
same meaning: Tom sprawled in the armchair 
© vt ady 


Sp read ispred; (spread, spread) 


Spread ‘out 1 to gradually cover a wider area: 
The city has spread out into what used to be coun- 
irpside. o The ripples spread out across the water 
© (figurative) A bright future spread out before 
him. WIB Spread is also frequently used with 
this meaning: The fields spread for miles along 
the river £ (also spread yourselves ‘out) to 
move away from others ina group so as to covera 
wider area: The search party spread out over the 
moor © Don’t all sit together Spread yourselves 
nut. When this phrasal verb is used with a 
reflexive pronoun, the pronoun is always plural: 
ourselves, yourselves or themselves. 3 (also 
Spread yourself ‘out) to stretch your body or 
arrange your things over a large area: There's 
more room to spread out in business class. o No 
you have to spread yourself out all over the sofa? 
@ Tvtadv 

2,3 also v+ pron + adv 


277 


spread ‘out: be spread ‘out to cover a wide 


area: The valley spread aut beneath us. © We 
looked down at the city spread out below us. 

Elda This verb is often used in descriptions of 
cities, views, etc. + Spread and be spread are 
also frequently used with this meaning: The val- 
ley lay spread before us. 

@ viadv + be+vtadv 


spread sth ‘out 1 to arrange a group of objects 


on a surface so that you can see them all clearly: 
Spread out all the pieces before you begin the jig- 
saw. © All the brochures were spread out on the 
floor 2 to unfold sth and put it down on a flat sur- 
face: They spread the blanket out on the grass. © 
The map had been spread out on the table. 
map, newspaper, blanket 3 to stretch your fin- 
gers, arms, etc. so that they are apart: The boy 
spread out his arms, pretending to be an aero- 
plane. arms, hands Spread sth is also 
frequently used with this meaning. 4 (over sth) 
to separate sth into parts and arrange them over 
a period of time or divide them between differ- 
ent people: The cost can be spread out over two 
years. o PU try to spread out the work evenly. 
cost, work 357%) divide sth (more formal) 
Spread sth (over sth) is also frequently 
used with this meaning: Payments can be spread 
(over five years). 

@ v+nipron + adv « v+adv+n 


spread yourself ‘out -SPREAD OUT3 
spread yourselves ‘out = srreap our 2 


spri ng (sprig; (sprang ‘spraen/sprung 
/spran/, AmE also sprung, sprung) 


‘spring for sth (AmE, slang) to pay for sth for 


other people: PH spring for lunch. 
© v+prep 


‘spring from sth 1 (written) to be caused by sth; 


to start from sth: The idea for the novel sprang 
from a trip to India. o Aggression often springs 
from fear 2 (informal (usually used in questions) 
to appear suddenly or unexpectedly from some- 
where: Where on earth did you spring from? 
© v+prep 


‘spring sth on sb to suddenly do, say or suggest 


sth that people do not expect: I Rate to spring this 
on you at such short notice. o They were planning 
to spring a surprise on us. o Il didn't know a thing 
about Rob's new job until he sprang tion me this 
morning. 
$ v+ nipron + prep 

spring 'up to appear, develop, grow, ete. quickly 
or suddenly: Weeds were springing up every- 
where. o Several new cafés sprang up in the area. 
© A cool breeze had sprung up. o New industries 
were springing up all over the country. 
@ vtadv 


square away 


Spruce /spru:s/ 


spruce sb/sth ‘up; spruce yourself ‘up to 
make sh/sth/yourself tidy and clean: We spruced 
up the room with a coat of paint. o He spruced 
himself up for the interview. 
337%) smarten up, smarten yourself up; 
smarten sb/sth up 
@ v+tadvtn + v+pron+adv « v+n+adv (less 

Jrequent) 


SPUF /spair)/ (-rr-) 


spur sb ‘on (to sth/to do sth) to encourage sb to 
act in a particular way, especially to work harder 
or to try to achieve sth: Her difficult childhood 
spurred her on to succeed. o His parents’ encour- 
agement spurred him on to greater efforts. > 
Spurred on hy this victory, we weni on to win the 
championship. o Their shouts of encouragement 
spurred US on. 
Ye) encourage sb 
Spur sb on is often used in the passive: He 
was spurred on by new hope. + Spur sb followed 
by an infinitive or a phrase beginning with a 
preposition is also used with this meaning: His 
criticism spurred me to try harder. 
@ v+nipron + adv e vtadvin 


spurt fsps:t; AmE spa:rt/ 

spurt ‘out: spurt ‘out of sth; spurt sth 
‘out; spurt sth ‘out of sth to come out of sth 
in a sudden or fast stream: to pour out a sudden 
fast stream of liguid or flames: Water spurted out 
of the hole. o The votcano was spurting out rivers 
of moiten lava. 
@ v+adv + v+adv+prep e vtadvin + 

v+nipron + adv + v+n/pron + adv + prep 


Spy /‘spai/ (spies, spying, spied, spled) 


‘spy on sb/sth (also ‘spy upon sb/sth more 
formal) to watch sb/sth secretly: He Hired a 
detective to spy an his wife. 

Spy on sb/sth can be used in the passive: 
He knew he was being spied on. 
© v+prep 

spy sth ‘out (BrE) to go somewhere secretly to 
try to find out information: J arrived early to spy 
out the land (= collect information before decid- 
ing what do do). o Me studied the map and spied 
out the quickest route. 

@ v+advinev+pron+ady è v+n+ady (rare) 


Square /skwexr); AME skwer 


square sth a'way (AmE) to finish dealing with 
sth; to put sth in order: We need to get everything 
squared away before you leave. 
Square sth away is often used in the 
passive. 
@ v+nipron+adv + vtadven 


square off 278 


Square ‘off (against sb) (AmE) to fight or to pre- 
pare to fight sb: The two candidates will square 
off in a TV debate tomorrow. o Protesting stu- 
dents squared off against police. 
® v+adv 

Square ‘up 1 (to sb) (Br£) to stand facing sb as if 
you are prepared to fight or argue with them: 
Kath put her hands on her hips and squared up to 
him. 2 (to sb/sth) to face a difficult situation and 
deal with it ina determined way: He must square 
up to the reality of being out of work. face 
up to sth 3 (with sb) to pay sb the money you owe 
them: Can I leave you to square up with the 
waiter? YSYN) settle up (with sb) 
® v>adv 

‘square with sth; 'square sth with sth to 
agree with another fact, idea or situation; to 
make two facts, ideas or situations agree with 
each other: This doesn’t square with what you 
told us earlier © How do you square your profes- 
sion with your religious beliefs?o We must 
remember that the interests of the farmers need to 
be squared with those of consumers. 
® v+ prep + v+n/pron + prep 

‘square sth with sb to get sb’s approval before 
you do sth: You’d better square it with the boss if 
you want to leave early. 
© v>n/oron> prep 


squash /skwof; AmE skwa:f, skwa:f/ 


squash ‘in; squash ‘into sth = SQUEEZE IN, 
SQUEEZE INTO STH Can I squash in?o We al 
squashed into the back of the van. 

squash sb/sth ‘in: squash sb/sth ‘Into sth 
= SQUEEZE SB/STH IN, SQUEEZE SB/STH INTO STH 
We can squash yaw in, 

squash sb/sth to'gether to press people or 
things tightly together in a small space: people 
living squashed together in terrible conditions 
Squash sb/sth together is usually used in 
the passive. 
© v+nipron+ adv « v+» adv +n (rare) 

Squash ‘up (against sb/sth), Squash sb/sth 
‘up (against sb/sth) (BrE) = SQUEEZE UP, 
SQUEEZE SB/STH UP If we squash up there'll be 
room for one more. © I was squashed up against 
Jo tn the back of the van. 


squeak /skwi:k/ 


squeak ‘by (AmE, informal to achieve a suc- 
cessful result with great difficulty: We just 
squeaked by in the semi-final. 
® v + adv 

squeak ‘through; squeak ‘through sth 
(informal to manage to achieve sth or get a suc- 
cessful result with great difficulty: Andrew 
squeaked through the qualifying rounds of the 
championship. 
® vt+adv ə v+prep 


Squeeze /skwi:z/ 


Squeeze ‘in; squeeze ‘Into sth (also squash 
‘In, squash ‘into sth) to just manage to fit into a 
small space: The bus was so full not one more pas- 
senger could have squeezed in. 
® v+adv « v+prep 


squeeze sb/sth 'in; squeeze sb/sth ‘into 
sth 1 (also squash sb/sth ‘In, squash sb/sth 
‘into sth) to just manage to put sb/sth into a small 
space: Can you squeeze anything else into that 
case? 2 to just manage to fit sb/sth into a short 
period of time: The doctor can squeeze you in on 
Tuesday morning. © All my classes are squeezed 
into four days a week. 
@ v+n/pron+ adv è v+adv+n è v+n/pron+ prep 

Squeeze sb/sth ‘out; squeeze sb/sth ‘out 
of sth to prevent sb/sth from doing sth or from 
doing business: Small firms are being squeezed 
out by larger companies. © One candidate has 
already been squeezed out of the leadership race. 
crowd sb/sth out, crowd sb/sth out of 
sth; exclude sb/sth (from sth) 
® v+nipron+adv è v+adv+n « 

v+ n/pron + adv + prep 

squeeze sth ‘out 1 (also squeeze sth ‘out of 
sth) to remove liquid from sth by pressing it 
hard: She squeezed the cloth out. © You’ll need to 
squeeze the juice out of four oranges. 2 (also 
Squeeze sth ‘out of sb/sth) to get sth such as 
information or money from sb by putting pres- 
sure on them, threatening them, etc: The govern- 
ment will always try to squeeze more money out of 
the taxpayer. © The police squeezed the truth out 
of him. o They finally squeezed some concessions 
outof the employers. 
® v+nipron+adv « v+adv+n « 

v + n/pron + adv + prep 

squeeze ‘up (against sth), squeeze sb/sth 
‘up (against sth) (also squash ‘up, squash 
sb/sth ‘up) to move closer towards sb so that you 
are pressed tightly together: There’ll be enough 
room Uf we all squeeze up a bit. ò I'l walk — it’s 
better than being squeezed up in the back of the car. 
@ v+ adv « v+n/pron+adv e v+adv+n 


squirrel /‘skwrol; AmE'skws:ral/ (-Il-, 
AME -I-) 


squirrel sth a'way to put sth, especially money, 
in a safe place so that you can use it later: She had 
money squuirrelled away in various bank 
accounts. 
© v+n/pron> adv + v+adven 


Stack /stzk) 


Stack ‘up 4 to increase gradually until there is a 
large pile, a long line, etc: Over the months he just 
let the paperwork stack up. © The traffic quickly 
stacked up behind the bus. pile up 2 


TERE Etta ee So Pr ee EEE LELLLLE 


(against sb/sth) (informa) to compare with 
sb/sth: How does this washing powder Stack up 
against your usual brand? o Let's try him in the 
team and see how he stacks up. compare 
(with sb/sth) 

® v> adv 


Stack ‘up; stack sth ‘up if planes stack up or 


are stacked up over an airport, there are a lot of 
them flying around waiting to land: Planes 
stacked up at Heathrow after an accident on the 
runway. 

Stack and stack sth are sometimes used 
with this meaning: a queue of planes stacked in 
the air over the closed airport 

® v+ adv « v+adven e v+nipron + adv 


stack sth ‘up 1 to arrange things in a tall pile: 


He stacked up the dishes on the draining board. 
HY® pile sth up MAA Stack sth is often used 
with this meaning. 2 (AmE, informal) to grad- 
ually get more of sth: She’s stacking up the col- 
lege credits with all of her night classes. 

@ v>n/pron+ adv + v+adv+n 


stake jstek; 
‘stake sth on sth; ‘stake sth on doing sth to 


risk money or sth very important on the result of 
sth or on sth happening: He staked twenty pounds 
on the favourite (= in horse racing, for example). 
© Several journalists staked their reputation on 
Bush winning the election. o He'll never let you 
down — I'd stake my life on it. 

®© v+nipron + prep 


stake sth ‘out 1 to mark the position and the 


limits of a piece of land or an area to show that 
you own it: The male stakes out his territory and 
defends it from other birds. 2 to state your pos- 
ition or opinion on sth clearly: The President 
staked out his position on the issue. 3 if police 
stake out a building, they watch it secretly and 
continuously because they think sth illegal is 
happening there: Armed police have been staking 
out the house for two weeks. © The cops had the 
building staked out. 

® v+adv+n è v+pron+¢ adv è v+n+adv(rare) 

> ‘stake-out n a situation when police watch a 
building continuously and secretly because they 
think sth illegal is happening there: The stake- 
out at the house produced nothing. 


stamp /st2mp/ 
‘stamp on sth 1 to bring your foot down on sth 


with force: The child stamped on the spider. o She 
stamped on his foot as hard as she could. © The 
victim had been kicked and stamped on. © A child 
ran out into the road and I had to stamp on the 
brakes. 2 (especially BrE) to control sth or stop 
sth from happening by force: This kind of dis- 
obedience must be stamped on at once. 


stand back 


[Eg Stamp on sb/sth can be used in the 
passive. 
@ v+ prep 


‘stamp sth on sth to make sth have an import- 


ant effect or influence on sth: She stamped her 
own interpretation on the role. © The new director 
has worked hard to stamp his authority on the 
board. o The date is forever stamped on her 
memory. 

your authority, your mark 

@ v +n/pron + prep 


stamp sth ‘out 4 to destroy or get rid of sth bad 


or unpleasant by force or with a lot of effort: 
They aim to stamp out drug dealing in schools. 
The party chairman is determined to stamp out 
corruption, B53 a problem, drug abuse 
eradicate sth (more formad 2 to put out a fire by 
pressing down on it hard with your foot: He 
stamped out the flames before they spread any 
further 

© 1venpron»+ adv è ve adven 

2vtadve+n ə v+pron+adv « v+n+adv (rare) 


stand /stænd/ (stood, stood /stud/) 


~ about ~in 

~ around = out 

-= aside ~ over 

~ back ~ round 
280 ~ between ~up 

-by 281 ~ up for 

~ down = up tô 

~ for 


stand a'round; stand a'round sb/sth (also 


(BrE also, stand a'bout/round, stand ‘round 
sb/sth rE) to stand in a place doing nothing, 
either waiting for sb/sth or with no particular 
purpose: Don’t just stand around watching me, 
give me a hand. © There were a few people stand- 
ing around the square. > A group of people stood 
around watching. © Young men stood about in 
groups, chatting. 

® v+ adv ə v+ prep 


stand a'side 1 to move to one side to let sb/sth 


pass: Stand aside please and let her through. 2 to 
take no part in events: to do nothing: {can't stand 
aside and let you waste an opportunity like that. 3 
to stop doing a job so that sb else can do it: t's 
time he stood aside and let somebody younger take 
his place. 

@ v+adv 


stand ‘back (from sth) 1 to move a short dis- 


tance away from sb/sth: Stand well back from 
the flames. 2 to be situated at a distance from sth: 
The house stands back from the road. 3 to think 
about a situation as if you are not involved in it: 
She found it hard to stand back from the situation. 
© This is an opportunity to stand back and think 
about what you have achieved. YY) step back 
(fram sth) 

® v+ adv 


stand between 


Stand be'tween A and B to prevent sb from 
doing or having sth, or being In a particular situ- 
ation: Only three people stood between him and 
the crown (= becoming king). © Your lack af con- 
fidence ts all that stands between you and a much 
better job. 
® v + prep 
stand ‘by 1 to be present when sth bad or 
unpleasant is happening, but not become 
involved: J can’t stand idly by and let him take 
the blame for what happened. © I can’t stand by 
and see you ruin your life. 2 (for sth) to be ready to 
take appropriate action: The pilot was instructed 
to stand by for take-off o Fire crews are standing 
by in case of an explosion. 
® vt+adv 
> ‘bystander n a person who is present but is not 
involved in sth: Two innocent bystanders were hit 
by stray bullets. 
> ‘standby 7 1 [C) a person or a thing that can be 
used if sb/sth else is not available: Keep some can- 
dies as a standby in case the power fails. o Mia 
made a delicious meal from standbys in the store 
cupboard. 2 [U) a state of being ready to act if 
necessary: AL local hospitals have been put on 
standby. 
> ‘standby adj (only before noun] 1 that can be 
used if other things are not available: standby 
supplies ò Two divers work together while a 
standby diver remains on the surface. 2 a 
standby ticket for a flight, a theatre, etc. is one 
that cannot be bought in advance and {s only 
available a very short time before the plane 
leaves or the performance starts: standby pas- 
sengers © to fly standby (= with a standby ticket) 
Stand ‘by sb to support or help sb in a difficult 
Situation: J'N stand by you whatever happens. 
18") stick by sb (informal) 
© v*prep 
‘stand by sth to continue to believe sth you said 
earlier even though the situation may now be dif- 
ferent: V'i! stand by what I said earlier. o He 
appealed against his suspension, but the commit- 
tee stood by their decision. 
@ v*prep 

“stand ‘down 1 (as/from sth) to leave a job or 
position; to stop taking part in a race or a compe- 
tition, etc: She stood down after only three months 
as chairman. © He stood down from the committee 
for personal reasons. step down (as/from 
sth) 2 (in a court of Jaw) to leave the place where 
you stand to give evidence: The witness was 
allowed to stand down. 
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sentences and questions) to allow sth to happen or 
sb to do sth: J won't stand for this behaviour. 
put up with sth; tolerate sth (more formal 

®© v+ prep 


stand ‘in (for sb) to take sb's place: We'll need 


someone to stand in for you while you're away. 
deputize (for sb) (formal) 

@ v+ adv 

> ‘stand-in 7 1 a person who does sb's job for a 
short time while they are away or not available: 
Tom acted as my stand-in while I was abroad. o a 
stand-in captoin/goalkeeper (= for example, in a 
football game) 2 a person who replaces an actor 
in some scenes in a film/movie, especially dan- 
gerous ones: rehearsing with stand-ins 


Stand ‘out 1 (against/rom sth) to be clearly vis- 


ible: His yeliow jacket stood out clearly against the 
grey hillside. o The church tower stands out 
against the sky. © A small figure in red stood out 
from the rest of the group. YSYN) stick out 2 
(as/from sb/sth) to be much better or more 
important than other people or things: This 
building stands out from the rest because of Its 
superior design. © She's the sort of person who 
aiways stands out in a crowd. 3 (agalnst/for 
sb/sth) to oppose or refuse to accept sth that you 
believe is wrong: Parents often stand out against 
troublesome behaviour for some time, then give 
in. stick out for sth; hold out against 
for sth 

@ v + adv 

1 stand out like a sore thumb to be very 
noticeable in an unpleasant way: Dressed like 
that, you'll stand oul like a sore thumb. 

> outstanding adj 4 excellent: an outstanding 
young actress 2 [usually before noun) very obvi- 
ous or important: Lake Baykal is one of earth’s 
outstanding features. 3 (of payment, work, prob- 
lems, ete.) not yet paid, done, solved, etc: fo repay 
outstanding debts © I don’t have any urgent work 
outstanding. 

> outstandingly adv 1 used to emphasize the 
good quality of sth: outstandingly beautifullsuc- 
cessful 2 extremely well: Owen has played out- 
Standingly this season. 


‘stand ‘over sb to remain close to sb and watch 


them, usually to make sure that they behave or 
do sth correctly: She won't do her homework 
unless J stand over her © I can’t concentrate with 
you standing over me. 

© v+prep 


stand ‘round; stand ‘round sb/sth (BrE) = 


STAND AROUND, STAND AROUND SB/STH 


eet Po SP et Po PP Cree Cree er ce ee eee EEPE 


Your theory doesn’t stana up to close examination. 
© His story won’i stand up under cross-examin- 
ation. hold up 3 (to sth) to be strong enough 
not to be harmed by sth: The children stood up 
well under questioning from the police. o The 
players are standing up to the tour well. 

® vt+adv 

> 'stand-up adj [only before noun) 1 a stand-up 
comedian (= an entertainer who makes people 
laugh by telling jokes) is sb who stands in front of 
an audience and tells jokes or funny stories: 
stand-up comedy oa stand-up act 2 (especially 
BrE) a stand-up argument, fight, etc. is one in 
which people shout loudly at each other or are 
violent towards each other: He had a stand-up 
row with the team captain. 


stand sb ‘up (informal) to deliberately fail to 
meet sb you have arranged to meet, especially sb 
you are having a romantic relationship with: We 
agreed to meet at the cinema but she stood mz up. © 
Tve been stood up! 
© v+n/pron+ adv è v+ adv +n (less frequent) 

stand ‘up for sb/sth/yourself to support or 
defend sb/sth/yourself, especially when sb is 
criticizing themj/it/you: She's always stood up for 
her friends. © You should stand up for what you 
believe in. o He’s always telling her what to do. 
It’s time she stood up for herself! o James doesn’t 
need you to stand up for him. 
your rights, your Interests 
® v+adv+prep 

stand ‘up to sb/sth to resist sb/sth; to defend 
your position against a more powerful person or 
organization that is treating you badly or 
unfairly: If you don't stand up to him he'll treat 
you like dirt. o It was dificult for Paul to stand up 
to his father’s rage. 
® v + adv + prep 

stand ‘up to sth (of a product, material, etc.) to 
be able to stay in good condition even though it is 
treated roughly: Will your china and glass stand 
up to family wear and tear? 
SYN) withstand sth (formal) 
® v + adv + prep 


stare /stexr) AmEster/ 


‘stare sb ‘out (BrE) (also stare sb ‘down AmE, 
BrE) to look sb directly in the eyes for a long time 
until they feel forced to lower their eyes or look 
away: He was looking at her intently but she 
stared him out. o (figurative) The two nations are 
trying to Stare each other down. 
® v+nipron? adv e v+ adv + n (less frequen?) 


‘start for ... to leave one place to go to another: We 


started for home. 
head for ... 
© v+ prep 


start 'In (on sth) (informal, especially AmE) to 


begin to do sth: Lef’s start in now and gel the job 
done quickly > It’s time vou Started in on your 
homework. 

® v+ adv 


start ‘in on sb/sth (especially AmE) 1 = START 


ON SB/STH 2 = START ON AT SB 


start ‘off 4 (also start ‘off doing sth, start sth 


‘off) [+ adv/prep/adj| to begin happening in a par- 
ticular way; to begin doing sth in a particular 
way: The game started off well, but graduaily got 
worse. © Westarted off with some gentle exercises. 
© She started off by welcoming everyone. o He 
started off as a plumber. © I started off working 
quite hard, but it didn’t last. © The discussion 
started off calmly enough. > The leaves start off 
green but turn red later © We always started off 
the lessons with a quiz. o The teacher started 
things off by asking us what we had done at the 
weekend. In this meaning, start off and 
start off sth are always followed by an adverb, 
an adjective, a phrase beginning With a prepos- 
ition, or the -ing form of a verb. 2 (+adv/prep) to 
begin to move or travel: The bus started off witha 
jolt. o We started off for home. 

® 1v+ adv « v+adv+-ing e v+adven « 

V*pron> adv è v +n + adv (rare) 
2vtadv 


Start sb ‘off 1 (on sth) (also start sb ‘off doing 


sth) to help sb begin an activity an exercise, a 
job, ete: 27 start you off on the first exercise. © His 
father started him aff Jarming. 2 (also start sb 
‘off doing sth) to make sb react in a particular 
way or begin doing sth: Just mentioning ‘The 
Simpsons’ started her aff again (= made her start 
laughing). o Don’t shout — you'll start the baby 
off (crying) again. 38) set sb off, set sb off 
doing sth 

Start sb off cannot be used in the passive 
in this meaning. 

& Vv +n/pron + adv 


Start sth ‘off 


=> See diso START OFF 1 


'start on sb/sth (also start ‘In on sb/sth espe- 


cially AmE) (informal) to attack sb physically or 
with words: He hit me first and then he started (in) 
on my friend. o Don’t start on me, I'm tired. o My 
mum started on me about doing my homework as 
soon as I got home. 


®@ v+adv 
‘stand for sth 1 (not used in the progressive 


stand ‘up 1 to rise to your feet from a sitting or 


i AAS ® v+ prep + v + adv + pre: 
lying position; to be on your feet: Darcy stood up oe koa 


Start /sta:t; AmE start/ 'start on sth to begin to deal with sth; to begin to 


tenses) to be an abbreviation of sth: What does 
DVD stand for? 2 to support sth; to be in favour of 
sth: Our party stands for racial! harmony òl 
hated him and all he stood for. 3 (used in negative 


when Emma came into the room. © There was sil- 
ence when the President stood up to speak. o 
Stand up straight instead of slouchinig. o Horses 
can sleep slanding up. 2 (to sth) to remain true or 
correct even when tested, examined closely, ete: 


start ‘back to begin to return somewhere: It’s 
time we started back. 
@ vradv 


do sth: When she'd finished cleaning the kitchen, 
she Sstaried on the bathroom. 

Start sth has a similar meaning. 

@ vt prep 


start on at 


Start ‘on at sb (BrE) (also start 'on about sth, 
start ‘In on sb/sth AmE, BrE) (informal to 
begin to criticize sb/sth or complain to sb about 
sth: He started on at me again about my hair. © 
Don't start on about that dog barking. 

® v> adv + prep 

Start ‘out 1 to begin a journey: Check the engine 
before you start out. o What time did they start 
out? set off 2 (as sth) to begin in a particu- 
lar way, especially in business or work: We 
started out originally as a taxi firm. o When the 
band started out, they had hardly any equipment, 
© Did you know the tower started out leaning the 
other way? 3 (also start ‘out to do sth, start ‘out 
doing sth) to have a particular idea or intention 
when you begin to do sth: J had no idea what I 
was going to write about when J started out. © She 
had started out to write a short story bul it ended 
up as a novel, © He started out with no political 
opinions, but soon got involved in student politics. 
© She'd started out meaning to apologize but 
couldn't. set out to do sth 

®© v+adv Jalsov+adv + toinf è v+» adv + -ing 
Start ‘over; start sth ‘over (especially AmE) to 
begin doing sth again, especially because you 
were not successful the first time: J messed up 
and had to start over. She spelled my name 
wrong and had to start over o His wife has 
walked out on him and he must start life over. 

© v+ adv + v+nipron + adv 


Start ‘up to begin happening: After a moment's 
silence, the music started up again. 

® v+ adv 

Start ‘up; start sth ‘up 1 to start operating: to 
make sth start operating: The engine started up 
with a roar. o It took mea while to start up the gen- 
erator © 1 heard the car starting up. 2 (in sth) to 
start operating or trading, to establish a busi- 
ness: When I started up in business, I needed a lot 
of help. o Therearea lot of small businesses start- 
ing up in the area. © My father helped me start up 
my own company. business, company 

@ v> adv è v+adven « v+n/pron + adv 

> ‘start-up adj connected with beginning a new 
business: the new company’s start-up costs 

> ‘start-up 7 a company that is just beginning to 
operate, especially an Internet company: This is 
just one of the problems facing start-ups in this 
highly competitive area, 


starve /stacv; AmE starrv/ 


‘starve for sth; 'starve sb/sth for sth (AmE) 
to feel you do not have something that you really 
need; to prevent sb/sth from having sth neces- 
Sary or very important: Sam was starving for a 
kind word from Clare.o The children were 
starved Jor affection. 
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Starve for sth is usually used in the pros 
gressive tenses. « Starve sb/sth for sth is usu 
ally used in the passive. 
> see also STARVE SB/STH OF STH 
® v+ prep è v+n/pron+ prep 

‘starve sb Into sth; ‘starve sb into doing 
sth to force sb to do sth or accept sth by prevent- 
ing them from getting food or money: The aim 
was to starve the enemy into submission. 
® v+nipron+ prep 

‘starve sb/sth of sth to prevent sb/sth from 
having sth that they want or need: The project is 
being starved of funds.o The baby had been 
starved of oxygen at birth. © Teachers described 
the students as starved of attention and affection. 
357W) deprive sb/sth/yourself of sth 
Starve sb/sth of sth jis usually used in the 
passive. 
=> see alsO STARVE FOR STH, STARVE SB/STH FOR 
STH 
® v + n/pron + prep 

Starve sb ‘out to force sb to leave a place by not 
allowing them to get food: Ir took a month to 
Starve them out. o A few rebels remain in the area. 
The rest have been starved out. 
@ v+ nipron + adv è v+adv+n 


stash staj; 


Stash sth a'way (iyormañ to store sth in a 
secret or safe place: She has a fortune stashed 
away In various bank accounts. 
hide sth away 
© v+nipron+ adv « vy adven 


Stave /ster/ 


stave sth ‘In to break sth by hitting it with force 
and making part of it fall inwards: The side of 
the boat was staved in when it hit the rocks. 
®© v+ ni/pron + adv « vtadven 


stave sth ‘off to prevent sth unpleasant from 


happening for a period of time; to delay sth 
unpleasant: to stave off hungerlillness © desper- 
ate attempts to stave off civil war ò I staved off Jel 
lag with a bath and an early night. 

avert sth 

@ V+ adven è v+ pron tady +» v+n+adv (rare) 


st ay /ste1/ 

~ ahead ~ off 

283 ~ around “on 
~ away ~ out 
~ back = out of 
~ behind ~ over 
= down -Up 
-in ~ with 


stay a'head; stay a'head of sb/sth to suc- 


ceed in remaining further forward in space, 
time, development, success, etc: We need to keep 


an eye on our competitors if we want to slay 
ahead, > He stayed ahead of me throughout the 
race. o More investment is needed Uf we are to stay 
ahead of the game (= be more successful than 
our competitors). 
competitors 
keep ahead, keep ahead of sb/sth 
@ vtadv + v+adv+ prep 
Stay around to pot leave somewhere: I'll stay 
around incase you need me. o Idon’t know if he'll 
be angry with us or not, but I’m not staying 
around to find out? 
@ v+adv 
stay a'way (from sb/sth) to not go near sb/sth 
dangerous or unpleasant; to have nothing to do 
with sb/sih: Stay away from the edge! He 
advised us to stay away from drugs. © The police 
have asked the public to stay away: 
WHYS) keep away (from sb/sth) 
@® v+ adv 
stay ‘back to remain ina place and not move for- 
ward: The police shouted to the crowd to stay back. 
YY) keep back (from sb/sth) 
®© vtadv 
stay be’hind (after sth) to remain in a place at 
the end of an event after other people have left: / 
had to stay behind after class.o She stayed 
behind after the meeting for a chat. 
© v + adv 
Stay ‘down 1 to remain in a low position: The 
blind won't stay down. o Get down and stay down 
or he'll see you! XD keep down 2 (of food) to 
remain in the stomach: Nothing she ate would 
stay down. 
® v+adv 
stay ‘in 1 to remain in a position inside sth: 7his 
nail won't stayin. 2 to remain at home or insidea 
building: 7 was il] and had to stay in all week. © 
Let's stay in this evening. 
@ v+adv 
Stay ‘off to keep away; to not return: If the rain 
stays off we'll got out for a walk. o She's always 
dieting, but she can never pet the weight to stay off 
@ v+adv 
Stay ‘off, stay ‘off sth (Br£) to not go to work, 
school, etc., especially because you are ill/sick: 
He injured his back and stayed off for a week. © 
Can J stay off school today? 
work, school 
@ v+adyv ə v+prep 
stay ‘off sth to stop yourself from eating or 
drinking sth, especially sth that could be harm- 
ful: The doctor told him to stay off alcohol 
keep off sth 
® v+prep 
stay ‘on 41 to remain in position on top of sth: The 
lid won't stay on. 2 to not leave a job, school, place, 
etc. when you are expected to, or when other 
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steal up 


people do: We hope he will stay on as manager at 
the end of his contract. o We couldn’t persuade 
Jane to stay on at school for an extra year 3 tocon- 
tinue operating: The light stays on untildawn. 

@ v + adv 


Stay ‘out 1 to remain out of the house or out- 


doors, especially at night: Sam was allowed to 
Stay out until 11.30 on a Saturday. > I don’t like 
you taying out so late. Try to come home earlier 
nex! time 2 to remain on strike: The miners 
stayed out for fifteen months. 

® v+ adv 


stay ‘out; stay ‘out of sth to remain outside a 


place: Stay out, the floor’s wet. © Stay out of the 
kitchen, I'm busy. 
® v+ adv « v+adv+ prep 


stay ‘out of sth 1 to not become involved in sth 


that does not concern you J try fo stay out of their 
little quarrels. © Stay oul of this, it’s none of your 
business. 2 to avoid sth: Try to stay out of trouble! 
keep out of sth, keap sb out of sth 

® v+ adv + prep 


Stay ‘over to sleep at sb’s house for a night: Zi gor 


late, so we stayed over. o Can I stay over at 
Gareth’s (house) tonight? 

sleep over 

@ v+adv 


stay ‘up 1 if something stays up, it remains in 


an upright or higher position where it has been 
put, built, etc: These trousers won't stay up with- 
out a belt. o I'm not very good at putting up 
shelves — I’m amazed they've stayed up! 2 to not 
go to bed: Don’! stay up too late. o We let him stay 
up to watch the movie. 

® v + adv 


‘stay with sth/sb (//ormai) to continue to do 


sth, especially when it is difficult or you do not 
really want to; to wait untl sb has finished sth: 
Several students said they weren't enjoying the 
course, but they staved with it. © Stay with me, 
Pve nearly finished this list. 

stick with sth 

® v» prep 


steal /sti:]/ (stole /staul; AmE stoul/steten 


l'stoulon; AmE 'stou-/) 


steal a'way to go away from a place quietly and 


secretly: He stole away under cover of darkness. 
@ v+adv 


‘steal ‘over sb (formal) if a feeling steals over 


you, you gradually feel it: A chill stole over her 
body. o Exhaustion stole over meas I sat there. 


® v+ prep 


steal ‘up (on sb) to approach sb silently so that 


they do not see or hear you coming: She stole up 
on him in the dark. 
® v+adv 


AOU T PROCTER AER Rey Der PPP PERE ea LER de Ree axles ard land 


steam /sti:m/ 


steam sth ‘off: steam sth ‘off sth io remove 
a piece of paper from another piece using steam 
to soften the glue that is holding them together: 
He steamed the stamp off the envelope. 
© v+n/pron+ adv « v+adv+n » v+n/pron + prep 
Steam ‘up; steam sth ‘up to become, or ta 
make sth become, covered with steam: The win- 
dows had steamed up. © The warmth in the room 
steamed all the windows up. 
fog up: mist up, mist sth up 
@ v + adv + v+nipron+adv + v+adven 
be/get (all) steamed ‘up (about/over sth) 
(BrE, informal) to be/fbecome very angry or 
excited about sth: J realized J had got all steamed 
up over nothing. 


steep /stip/ 


‘steep sth in sth to put food ina liquid and leave 
it for some time so that it becomes soft and fla- 
voured by the liquid: Raspberries are delicious 
steeped in brandy. 

& v +n/pron + prep 

‘steep yourself in sth; be ‘steeped in sth 
(formal) to spend a lot of time doing sth or think- 
ing about sth and learn a lot about it: teenagers 
steeping themselves in pop cultureo He was 
steeped in the family business from an early age. 
This phrasal] verb is mainly used in written 
English. 
® v+pron+ prep » be+v+ prep 

be ‘steeped in sth (written) to have a lot of a 
particular quality: a city steeped in history and 
tradition 
history, tradition 
© be+v+prep 


steer /stia(r); AmE str} 


steer a'way from sth to avoid discussing stb 
or becoming involved with sb/sth, because it 
may cause problems: I (ried to steer away from 
the subject of divorce. © Jane tends to steer away 
from sugary foods. 
@ v+ adv + prep 


stem /stem/ (-mm-) 


‘stem from sth (not used in the progressive 
tenses) to be caused by sth; to be the result of sth: 
Many of her problems stem from the fact that her 
parents are famous. © Their opposition stems 
rom fear and ignorance. 
problem, difficulty BEJ the fact that... 
® v+prep 


step /step/ (-pp-) 


Step a'side/down (as/from sth) to leave an 
important job or position in order to let sb else 
take your place: After 10 years as party leader, it’s 


time for him to step aside. o He decided to step 
aside as company director to make way for his son. 
© I Intended to step down as Chairman. o She's 
stepping down from her post next year. 
@ v+adv 

Step ‘back 1 (from sth) to try to think calmly 
about a situation in which you have been closely 
involved, as if you are not involved in it: You 
should try to step back from the problem and look 
for a new way to deal with it, 3) stand back 
(from sth) 2 to feel as if you have moved backwards 
to an earlier period of history: When you enter the 
cathedral you step back in time to the 15th Century. 
@ vt adv 


Step ‘down (as/trom sth) = STEP ASIDE/DOWN 
stand down (as/from sth) 


Step ‘forward to offer to help sb, give informa- 
tion, money, etc: A soft drinks company has 
stepped forward to sponsor the team. 
® V+ adv 


step ‘In to help Jn an argument or a difficult situ- 
ation: When my mum was ill, my aunt stepped in 
to help. o The Youth Club was going to close, but a 
local bank stepped in with a generous donation. 
@ v+adv 

‘Step on it (spoken, informal) used especially to 
tell sb to drive faster: Step on it! We're late 
already! o We'll have to really step on it to be there 
by noon. ò (figurative) Step on it! I need those fig- 
ures by lunchtime. $ 
® v+ prep >it 

Step ‘out (especially AME) to leave a place for a 
short period: He's just stepped out for ten minutes. 
@ v+ adv 

Step ‘up (to sb/sth) to come forward: He stepped 
up to receive his award. o The runners stepped up 
to the line. 
@ v+adv 


Step sth ‘up to increase the rate, level, amount, 
etc. of sth: Security has been stepped up at the air- 
port since the bomb scare. o Police have stepped 
up their search for the missing schoolgirl. 
campaign, pressure, security, production, 
efforts 
®v+adv+n è v+n/pron+ adv 


Stick /stik/ (stuck, stuck /stak/) 


285 ~ around ~ out, out of 
-al = out for 
~ back 286 ~ through 
~ by -to 
- down ~ together 
~ iti ~ up 
= injinto ~ up for 
“on ~ with 
~on, onlo 
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Stick is often used as an informal way of 
saying put. 


stick a'round (informal) to stay in or near a 


place, waiting for sth to happen, sb to arrive, etc: 
Stick around, we need all the help we can get. o 
Fil stick around here in case Maya arrives. 

@® v+adv 


‘stick at sth to work continuously at sth ina 


determined way: If we stick at it, we should fin- 
ish the job today. o She never sticks at anything 
for very long. 

WY) keep at sth; persevere with sth (more 
jormal 

® v> prep 


stick sth ‘back (informal) to return sth to its 


usual place; to return sth to the place it was 
before: Stick the cake back in the oven for ten min- 
utes. © When you've finished with the dictionary, 
just stick it back on the shelf. 

YY) put sth back 

© v + n/pron + adv 


‘stick by sb (informal) to be loyal to sb and con- 


tinue to support them in difficult times: She 
stuck by him through thick and thin. 

stand by sb 

@ v+ prep 


‘stick by sth to do what you sald, planned or 


promised you would do, even though the situ- 
ation might have changed: Jn spite of what's hap- 
pened, we must stick by our decision. o The 
developer wants to stick by his original plan. 
i8YN) stand by sth 

© v>+prep 


‘stick sth ‘down 4 to fix a piece of paper, etc. to 


sth else using glue: [can’t stick the corners of this 
wallpaper down. ò The envelope hadn't been 
stuck down properly. 2 (informal) to place sth 
that you are holding onto the floor or another 
surface: Stick your coat on the chair and come and 
sit down here. put sth down 3 (in/on sth) 
(informal to write or note sth down quickly: 
Stick it all down on paper before you forget. T3Y) 
put sth down; jot sth down; note sth down 

@ v+nipron+ adv e v+adven 


‘stick In sth 1 if something sharp sticks in sth, it 


goes into sth, making a small hole, and stays 
there: The arrow whizzed past and stuck in the 
tree. o These poles stick in the ground easily. o 
Something was sticking in my back. 2 if some- 
thing sticks in a place, it stays there and does not 
move: A crumb stuck in my throat. o Pve got my 
finger stuck in the bottle. o (figurative) The words 
stuck in my throat (= I couldn't say them). o (/ig- 
urative) Her words stuck in my mind/memory. 

© v+ prep 


stick sth ‘in/into sth; stick sth ‘in 1 (in/or- 


mal) to put sth into sth: 7 stuck the letter in my 
pocket to read later. > He saw the hole and stuck 
his finger in. o I stuck my feet into my slippers. © 
Timmy stuck his thumb in his mouth. 337) put 
sth In, put sth in/into sth 2 to put sth sharp into 


stick out 


sth, making a small hole: Ouch! I’ve stuck the 
needle in my finger! knife, needle 3 (infor- 
mal) to include sth in a story, a letter, etc: Should I 
stick this paragraph in or leave tt out? © I'll stick 
in something about football to make the article 
more interesting. put sth In, put sth In/Into 
sth 4 to attach sth firmly to sth, using tape or 
glue: m going to stick the new photos in my album. 
© v+n/pron + adv + v+adv+n + v+n/pron + prep 
E stick/poke your ‘oar/nose Into sth (infor- 
mad) to try to become involved in sth that does 
not concern you 


get stuck ‘in; get stuck ‘into sth (BrE, infor- 


mal) to start doing sth in an enthusiastic way; to 
become very interested and involved in sth: You 
must be hungry. Get stuck in! (= start eating) o I 
was too tired to get really stuck into the debate. 

@® get+v>adv > get+v+ prep 


stick sth ‘on (informal) 1 to switch on a piece of 


electrical equipment: FH stick the kettle on for a 
cup of tea. 2 to put on clothes: PH just stick a 
jacket on, and I’m ready. 3 to begin to cook food: 
I'll stick the potatoes on and then PU make us a 
coffee. 4 to make a tape, a CD, etc. begin to play: 
Stick on some music, if you like. 

put sth on 

®© v+nipron+ adv » v+adv+n 


stick sth ‘on; stick sth ‘on/onto sth to 


attach sth firmly to a surface, using glue, tape, 
etc: I stuck the label on with adhesive tape. o He 
sealed the envelope, and stuck a stamp on it. 

® v+n/pron + adv è v+adv+n è v+n/pron + prep 
> 'stick-on adj [only before noun) a stick-on 
object has glue on one side so that it can be 
attached to sth: stick-on badges/labels 


stick sth ‘on sth (informal) 1 to put sth some- 


where in a casual way: Stick your report on my 
desk when you've finished it. 2 to add an amount 
of money to the price or cost of sth: They can’t 
Just stick an extra 20p on the price of cigarettes! 
33¥H) put sth on sth 

© v+n/pron t prep 


stick ‘out to be very noticeable or easy to see: 


They wrote the notice in red so that it would stick 
out. o (figurative) One of the boys in the class 
sticks out in my mind. 

stand out (more formal) 

© v+adv 

stick out a ‘mile to be very noticeable or easy 
to see: Dressed like that, you stick out a mile. o It 
stuck out a mile that she was lying. stick out like 
a sore ‘thumb to be very different from others, 
especially in an unpleasant way: The red house 
stuck out like a sore thumb among the old stone 
cottages. 


Stick ‘out, stick 'out of sth to be further out 


than sth else; to be partly outside sth such asa 
container: His ears stick out. © There was a news- 
paper sticking out of her coat pocket. 

®© v+adv « v+adv+ prep 
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Stick sth ‘out; stick sth ‘out of sth to make 
sth, especially part of your body, come through a 
hole: If you want to turn right, stick out pour 
hand. © I stuck my head out of the windotv to see 
what was happening. 
head, tongue 387) poke sth out, poke sth 
out of sth 
© vt+adv+n + v+n/pron+ adv » 

v +nipron + adv + prep 
stick your 'neck out (informa!) to do or say 
sth when there is a risk you may be wrong: I'm 
going to stick my neck out and say that we'll have 
adry summer. 

Stick it/sth ‘out to continue doing sth difficult or 
boring until it is finished: J dor’t like being on my 
own, but Pil stick it out until my parents come 
back. © I’m amazed that she’s stuck the course out. 
@ v + nipron + adv 

stick ‘out for sth (BrE, informal) to refuse to 
give up until you get what you want: They're 
sticking out for a higher pay rise. 
hold out for sth 
® v+ adv + prep 

Stick ‘through, stick ‘through sth if sth 
sticks through or sticks through sth, it goes 
from one side of sth to the other and it is partly 
outside: His head was sticking through the railings. 
© v+adv + v+prep 

‘stick to sth 1 to continue doing sth even if it is 
difficult or you have problems: He found it diffi- 
cult to stick to a diet. > see also STICK WITH STH E 
STAY WITH STH 2 to continue doing or using sth 
and not want ta change it: I'm sticking to my pre- 
vious statement. o That's her story and she’s 
sticking to if, > See also STICK WITH STH 2 3 to 
keep inside the limits of a particular subject, etc: 
i'm not interested in your opinions — just stick to 
the facts. 
© v+ prep 
EN stick to your ‘guns to refuse to change your 
mind about sth even when other people are try- 
ing to persuade you that you are wrong 

Stick to'gether (informal) 1 to remain friendly 
and loyal te one another: to support cach other: 
The family should stick together at a time like 
this. o The children from the village tended to 
Stick together 2 (informal) to stay physically 
close to each other: Let's ali stick together until 
we find the way out. + see also STICK WITH SB 1 

®© v+adv 

stick sth to'gether to attach things or parts of 
things to each other: Cut out the shapes and stick 
them together to make a bird. 

@ v+nipron+ adv è v+advin 

stick ‘up to point upwards; to be upright: The 
branch was sticking up out of the water. o Is my 
hair sticking up? 

@ v + adv 


Stick sb/sth ‘up (Ame, informal) = HOLD SB/STH 
Up He stuck up a liquor store in Oregon. 
> 'stick-up n (Am, informa an act of robbing 
sbisth using a gun: This is a stick-up, nobody 
move! 

Stick sth ‘up to attach sth to a wall, a notice- 
board, a window, etc. so that people can see it: 
They had stuck up posters everywhere advertising 
the show. o [f you want to sell your bike, just stick 
a notice up in the shop window. 
put sth up 
@ vtadv+n è v+nipront+adv 

Stick sth 'up: stick sth ‘up sth (informal) to 
place sth in a high position; to move sth upwards, 
especially inside sth: Stick your hand up if you 
know the answer. o Jeff stuck his hand up the pipe 
fo see what was blocking tt. 
hand, finger put sth up 
© v+nipron+ adv + v+adv+n 

stick ‘up for sb/yourselfisth (informal to 
support or defend sb, yourself or sth, when they 
are being criticized: Ske always sticks up for her 
little sister. o You must stick up for what you 
believe in. © Don’t be so weak -you shouid stick 
up for yourself 
4 v + adv + prep 

‘stick with sb 1 (informal to stay physically 
close to sb: Stick with me until we get out of the 

forest. > see also STICK TOGETHER 2 2 (informal) 
to remain in sb's memory: His words will stick 
with me for ever. 

@ v+prep 

‘stick with sth (informal 1 to continue to do sth 
in spite of difficulties: Jf we stick with it we 
should finish by Friday. o I stuck with the job for 
as long as I could, although I didn’t enjoy it. 2 to 
continue doing or using sth and not want to 
change it: I’ve decided to stick with my usual 
method. > see alsa STICK TO STH 2 
© v+ prep 

beget ‘stuck with sb/sth (iiformai) to be 
forced to do sth, take care of sb/sth, etc. that you 
do not want to: How did 1 get stuck with all the 
cleaning? © If we're stuck with each other for the 
next two weeks, we might as well be polite. o I got 
stuck with defending my brother's wild behaviour 
(= but [really thought he was wrong). 
$ be/get+v+prep 


sting /stin/ (stung, stung istan) 


‘sting sb for sth Grformal) 1 to trick or cheat sb 


into paying more money than they should or 
than they expected to: Motorists are being stung 
for another £25 road tax. 2 (BrE) to borrow 
money from sb, especially when they are unwill- 
ing to give it to you: Can J sting you for a fiver (= 
five pounds)? 

® v+nipron + prep 
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stink /stink/ (stank /stenk/stunk 'stank/ or 
- stunk, stunk) 


stink sth ‘out (BrE) (AmE stink sth ‘up) (infor- 
mal) to fill a room, a building, ete. with a very 
unpleasant smell: He stank the whole place out 
with his cigarettes. 
the place smell sth out (BrE), smell 
sth up (AME) 
@ v+nipron+ adv + vtadve+n 


Stir ste) (-rr-) 


stir sth ‘in; stir sth ‘into sth to mix one suh- 
stance into another by moving a spoon or sth 
similar in circles: Stir in the cream. © Stir the 
pasta into the sauce. 
mix sth in (with sth), mix sth into sth 
@ vtadvtn e v+n/pron+ adv + v+n/pron+ prep 

stir sb ‘up to encourage sb to do sth; to make sb 
feel they must do sth: He was accused of stirring 
up the slaves against their masters. 
@ v+adv+n « v+n/pron + adv 

stir sb/sth ‘up 4 to cause trouble, especially by 
making people feel strong emotions: I don’t want 
to stir up any more trouble. o The government has 
been accused of stirring up racial hatred. 
hatred, trouble, things, controversy 
rouse sb/sth 2 to make sb have a particular feel- 
ing or attitude: Her story stirred up a lot of old 
memories for me. of can’t seem to stir up any 
interest in the campaign. 83) memories, inter- 
est, emotions 3 to make sth such as sand or dust 
move around in water or air: The helicopter 
stirred up a cloud of dust. OB) dust 
®© vtadvtn + v+nipron+ adv 
(ll stir up a ‘hornet’s nest to cause a difficult 
situation in which a lot of people get very angry: 
His criticisms of the president stirred up a hornet’s 
nest. 


stitch istit f 


Stitch sb ‘up (BrE, informal) to make sb appear 
to be guilty of sth they have not done, for 
example by giving false infor mation: to cheat sb: 
I didn't do it! rve been stitched up! 
frame sb 
@ v+nipron+ adv e v+advin 

stitch sth ‘up 1 to join things together using a 
needle and thread: This wound has to be stitched 
up urgently wound 2 (BrE, informal) to 
arrange sth; to complete a business deal: He has 
managed to stitch up major deals all over the 
world. o The company has the US market stitched 
up. deal 
sew sth up 
© veadven « v+n/pron+ adv 


stop behind 


stock fstok: AmE sta:k/ 


stock ‘up (on/with sth) to buy or get a lot of sth so 
that you can use it later: The shops are very busy 
with people stocking up for the holidays. © I need 
to stock up on food before ali the family arrive. 
@ vtadv 

stock sth ‘up (on/with sth) to fill sth with goods, 
food, ete: Mum stocked up the freezer for us before 
she went to the conference. 
© vtadvt+n è v+nipron+ adv 


stoke 'stavk, AmE stouk; 


stoke ‘up (on/with sth) (normal) to eat a lot of 
sth so that you will not feel hungry later: We'd 
better stoke up nou -- we've gota long journey in 
front of us. 
© v + adv 

stoke sth ‘up 1 to keep a fire, etc. burning by 
adding more fuel: He stoked up the fire before 
going to bed. fire 2 to make people feel sth 
more strongly: He continued to stoke up hatred in 
his speeches. 
Stoke sth can also be used with the same 
meanings. 
@ vtady+n « vtnipron+ adv 


Stoop istup 


‘stoop to sth: ‘stoop to doing sth to do sth 
bad or unpleasant in order to gain an advantage 
for yourself! T can’t believe he would stoop to 
blackmail. o He’s the kind of person who wouid 
stoop to making personal attacks on a rivai, 
isv descend to sth (more formal) 


@ v+prep 


stop istopi AmE sta:p/ (-pp-) 


stop a'round; stop around sth (AmE) to 
make a short visit to sb, usually at their home: 
Tl siop around this evening when Lfinish work. © 
Let’s stop around the Smiths’ house for a quick 
drink, 
drop round: pop over/round (both BrE) 
@vtadv «v+prep 

Stop a'way to deliberately decide not to go some- 
where: Many af the people inutted to the dinner 
had stopped away in protest. 
1v1 stay away 
Stay away is used much more frequently 
than stop away. 
@ v+adv 

stop ‘back (AmE) to return to somewhere that 
you have visited earlier: TH stop back on my way 
kome. 
© vt adv 

stop be'hind (after sth) (informal) to remain 
somewhere at the end of an event after other 


stop by 


people have left: She stopped behind after the 
meeting to talk to him. 

IYK) stay behind (after sth) 

Stay behind is used more frequently than 
stop behind. 

@ vt adv 

Stop ‘by; stop ‘by sth to make a short visit to 
sb/somewhere, especially when you are on the 
way to somewhere else: Sfop by for a chat on your 
way home. o Could you stop by the store for some 
milk? 

come by, come by sth; drop by 

@ vtadv e v+prep 

Stop ‘in (BrE. informal) to stay at home rather 
than go out: We've decided to stop in tonight 
because it's raining. 

stay In 

Stay in is used much more frequently than 
stop in. 

@ viadv 

stop ‘off (atin...) to stop somewhere for a short 
time when you are on the way to somewhere else: 
We stopped off for lunch just north of Paris. oT 
stapped off at the supermarket on the way home. 
@ vtadv 

P ‘stop-off 7 1 a short stay somewhere during a 
trip: a stop-off in Sydney 2 a place where you stop 
for a short time during a trip 

stop ‘on [+ adv/prep] (BrE, informal to stay 
somewhere longer than you planned or after 
other people have left: FH be late home tonight -- 
the boss wants me to stop on an hour after work 
and help tidy up after the meeting. 

25N) stay on 

Stay on is used more frequently than stop 
on. 

@ vtadv 

stop ‘out (Bre, informal) to stay out late at night 
or all night instead of going home: He often stops 
oul till three in the morning. 

stay out 

Stay out is used much more frequently 
than stop out. 

© v+adv 


Stop ‘over (in/at ...) to stop somewhere for a short 
time when you are on a long journey, especially a 
journey by plane: I stopped over in Mérida on the 
way to Havana, 

@ v+adv 

» ‘stopover 7 1 a short stay somewhere during a 
long journey: We had a three-day stopover in 
Hawai. 2 a place where you stay for a short time 
during a long journey 

stop ‘up (BrE. informal to not go to bed until 
later than usual: She stopped up to see the football 
match, 

stay up 


MA ee ee h Eren 


Stay up is used much more frequently 
than stop up. 
@ v+adv 


stop sth ‘up to cover or fll a hole, a crack, ete. so 


that nothing can get through: I stepped up all the 
holes to keep out the draught. 

block sth up 

@ v+adv+n + v+n/pron+ adv 


store stoir) 
Store sth a'way to put sth in a safe place and 


keep it there so that you can use it later: We stored 
away the baby clothes until we had another child. 
ò M's amazing how much knowledge he's got 
stored away in his memory. oT stored away the 
information for future use. 

@ vtadv+n + v+nipron+ adv 


Store ‘up sth; store it ‘up to not express 


strong feelings or deal with problems when you 
have them, often making trouble for yourself in 
future: Smokers may be storing up health prob- 
lems for their unborn children. o Children who 
store up their bad feelings often develop head- 
aches or stomach pains. 

problems. trouble 

Anoun must always follow ap. but a 
pronoun comes between the verb and up. 

@ vtadven è v+pron+ adv 


‘Store sth ‘up 1 to keep sth so that it can be used 


later: animals storing up food for the winter o 
The batteries store up enough energy for a week. 
Store sth is also used with this meaning. 2 
to keep information or facts in your memory to 
use later: He stored up all the amusing and inter- 
esting things that happened during the day to tell 
his family in the evening. 

@ vtadv+n « v+nipron+ adv 


storm stom: AmE starm/ 
storm ‘off to leave a place or a person suddenly 


because you are very angry: We Aad a big argu- 
ment and he stormed off 
@ vt adv 


STOW ‘stau; AmE stou! 


Stow a'way (on sth) to hide on a vehicle, espe- 


cially a ship or a plane, in order to travel without 
paying or without being seen: He stowed away on 
a ship bound for Vigo. 

@ vtadv 

» ‘stowaway n a person who hides on a ship ora 
plane in order to travel without paying or with- 
out being seen 


Stow sth a'way to put sth ina place where it will 


be safe or will not be found: He stowed his pass- 
port away safely in a drawer 
© vinipron+ adv e vtadven 


289 strike at 


straighten } streim/ 


straighten ‘out: straighten sth ‘out to 
become or to make sth straight: After the bridge, 
the road straightens out. © attempts to straighten 
out the river 
@ v+adv evtadvtn « v+nipron + adv 

Straighten sb ‘out; straighten yourself 
‘out to help sb deal with problems or understand 
a difficult situation which may be making them 
behave badly; to help yourself in this way: A few 
sessions talking to a counsellor should straighten 
Rim out. 
sort sb/yourself out 
@ v+nipront+adv e v+advtn 

straighten sth ‘out to deal with problems or a 
difficult situation; to organize things that are 
confused: I was left to straighten out the mess. > 
Re's trying to straighten out his finances. 
sort ath out 
@ v+tadv+n « v+n/pron+ adv 

Straighten ‘up to stand up straight from a bent 
position: She slowly straightened up and rubbed 
her back. 
@ vtadv 

straighten sth ‘up to make a room, etc. neat 
and tidy: We'd better straighten up the house 
before they get back. 
tidy sth up 
@ vtadv+n e v+n/pron + adv 


strain jstrem/ 


‘strain at sth to pull very hard on sth: The dog 
was Straining at its lead. 
® v + prep 
IE) strain at the ‘leash (informa!) to want to do 
sth very much, especially when sh/sth is trying 
to stop you: He's straining at the leash to get on 
with Ais research. 

strain sth ‘off to separate a liquid from sth solid 
by pouring it through sth that has very small 
holes in it: Strain aff any excess liquid. 
@ vtadv+n « v+n/pron+ adv 


strap /strep; pp- 


Strap sb ‘in; strap yourself ‘in. strap 
sb/yourself ‘into sth to fasten sb/vourself in 
a seat, etc. using straps: All passengers in the 
plane must be securely strapped in. © Make sure 
you strap the baby firmly into the high chair © 
Have you strapped yourselves in? 
© vi nipron+adv + v+n/pron+ prep 

strap sth ‘on, strap sth ‘onto sth to attach 
sth to sth else with straps: He strapped on his hel- 
met and rode away. © She strapped the sultcases 
onto the roof af the car 
© vt+adv+n + v+n/pron+ prep 


Strap sth ‘up to tie strips of cloth (a bandage) 
around sth, especially an injured part of the 
body, to support it or prevent it from moving: 
Your wrist needs to be strapped up. 
® v+nipron+adv è vtadvin 


stress stres; 


stress sb ‘out (informal) to make sb very anx- 
ious and tired so that they are unable to relax: 
My job really stresses me out. o My Dad stressed 
me out by criticizing me all the time. 
@ v+nipron+ adv 
> stressed ‘out adj too anxious and tired to he 
able to relax: When I'm stressed out, I try to go for 
a long walk, o stressed-out executives 


stretch streti 


stretch a'way/'out [+ adv/prep] to spread overa 
large area of land, especially away from where 
you are: The mountains stretched away into the 
distance. o Banana plantations stretched away 
as far as the eve could see. 
i8Y) extend 
@ v+adv 

stretch ‘out, stretch yourself ‘out to lie 
down, with your arms or legs out straight, espe- 
cially in order to relax or sleep: He stretched out 
on the floor and fell asleep. 
© v+adv « v+pron+ adv 

‘stretch sth ‘out 1 to put your arm or Jeg out 
straight, especially in order to reach sth: She 
stretched out a hand to touch his face. o He leant 
back and stretched his legs out in front of him. 
arm, hand, leg 2 to make sth last as long as 
possible by not using very much at a time: It’s 
hard to stretch my money out to the end of the 
month. spin sth out 
$ v+nipron + adv è v+adv+n 


Strew /stru:/ (strewed, strewed or strewn 
strun) 

be ‘strewn with sth to be covered with a lot of 
things: The floor was strewn with clothes, © (fig- 
urative) The way ahead is strewn with difficulties. 
@ be+v+prep 


strike ({stratk; (struck, struck /strak;, Amk 
aiso struck, stricken strikan 


‘strike at sb/sth 1 to try to hit sb/sth, especially 
with a weapon: She screamed and struck at the 
wolf with a stick, 2 to cause damage or have a 
serious effect on sb/sth: The proposals struck at 
the roots af community life. o This legislation 
strikes at the most vulnerable peuple in society 
® v+prep 


strike back 290 


Strike ‘back (atagainst sb/sth) to criticize or 
attack sb who has criticized or attacked you: 
Sarah used the article to strike back at her critics. 
hit back (at sb/sth) 
® v + adv 

Strike sb 'down (forma!) 1 if a disease strikes 
sb down, it kills them or makes them seriously 
Ul: Ske was struck down by polio at the age of four 
© J was struck down by flu and had to cancel the 
trip. 2 to hit sb very hard so that they full to the 
ground; to kill sb: Fights broke out near the shop 
and one girl was struck down by a handbag. o the 
spot where Kennedy was struck down 

Head Strike sb down is often used in the 
passive. 

@& v+nipron+ adv « v+advin 

Strike sth 'down (especially Am) to reject sth: 
to make sth no longer valid: Only the Supreme 
Court has the power to strike down this legisla- 
tion. © Parents tried to have the dance ban struck 
down. 
© vtadv+n + v+n/pron+ adv 

Strike 'off sraike ovT3 


Strike sb/sth ‘off, strike sb/sth ‘off sth 
(Brk) to remove sb's name from the list of mem- 
bers of a profession so that they can no longer 
work in that profession: She was struck off for 
professional misconduct. © These doctors should 
be struck off the medical register. © I'm going to 
strike Ashok off my guest list for the party 
$È v+népron+ adv è v+adv+n » v+nipron + prep 

Strike sth ‘off formah to remove sth with a 
sharp blow; to cut sth off: They struck off his 
head with a sword. 
chop sth off (less formal) 

@ vtadv+n è v+nipron+adv 


telegram shorter. o He insisted that I strike out all 
references to his family. 
cross sth out/through 
@ vtadvt+n « v+nipron+adv 

Strike 'up (with sth), strike ‘up sth if abandor 
an orchestra strike wp, they begin to plaw: 
Everyone was waiting for the hand to strike up. © 
The orchestra struck up a lively tune. 
tune 
@ vtadv è v+adv+n 

Strike ‘up sth (with sb) to begin a friendship, a 
relationship, a conversation, etc. with sb: My 
mother will strike up a conversation with anyone 
She meets.o Children of the same age don't 
always strike up friendships (with each other). 
conversation, friendship, relationship 
@ vtadven 


stri Ng strm (strung, strung /stran/) 


String a'long (with sb) (informal to go some- 
where or do sth with sb else, especially because 
you have nothing else to do: J’m free this morning, 
Can I string along with you when you go to the 
shaps? 
tag along (behind/with sb) 

@ v + adv 

String sb a'long (informal to allow sb to believe 
sth that is not true for along period of time, espe- 
cially when you encourage them to have false 
hopes: They never really intended to give her a 
Job. They were just stringing her along. o He 
strung her along for years and then married 
somebody else. 

@ V+ nipron + adv 


String ‘out (across/atong sth) to spread out ina 


Ledma se PPR ee hee A me 


strip /strp/ pm) 
„Strip sth a'way 1 (from sth) to completely 


remove a layer of sth that is covering sth else: 
Strip away the paint to reveal the wood under- 
neath. o The bark has been stripped away from 
the tree. 2 to remove anything that is not true and 
necessary to reveal what sb/sth is really like: 
When you strip away the jargon, he really has 
nothing sensible to say ©The programme 
stripped away the mystery surrounding the royal 
family. 3 to remove or get rid of sth that has 
existed for a long time: Our basic rights are being 
stripped away by these laws. 

@ vtadv+n + v+nipron+ adv 


strip sth 'down to separate a machine or an 


engine into parts, especially in order to clean or 
repair it: We had to strip down the engine and 
replace the worn parts. © The car was stripped 
down and sold for parts. 

dismantle sth (more formal 

© vtadvi+n « v+n/pron+ adv 


strip ‘down to sth to take off your clothes until 


you are only wearing the items mentioned: J 
stripped down to my underwear for the massage. 
@ v + adv + prep + noun 


Strip sth ‘from sth -STRIP sTH OFF, STRIP STH 


OFFIFROM STH 


'strip sb/sth of sth to take away a right, a privil- 


ege, property etc. that sb has, as a punishment: 
He was stripped of his title Jor refusing to fight in 
Britain (— for example, in boxing). o They 
stripped me of my citizenship and deported me. 
divest sb/sth of sth (formal) 

Strip sb of sth is often used in the passive. 
@ v+nipron + prep 


subscribe to 


stub jstab; (-bb-) 
stub sth ‘out to stop a cigarette, etc. burning: He 


stubbed the cigarette oui with his foot. 

cigarette, cigar }3°) grind sth out; put sth 
out: extinguish sth (more forma!) 

® vtnipron+adv + v+advtn 


stuff ‘stati 
stuff ‘up; stuff sth ‘up (BrE, slang) to do sth 


very badly; to fail at sth: Im afraid I stuffed up 
again. o I’m not having them stuff up my plans. 
mess up, mess sth up 

@ vtadv + v+advin « v+n/pron+adyv 


stumble stambi; 
stumble a'cross‘oniu'pon sb/sth to find 


sh/isth unexpectedly or by chance: We stumbled 
on the solution by accident. o IT stumbled across 
an old school friend today. 

@ v+prep 


‘stumble into sth to become involved in sth by 


chance: She stumbled into engineering because of 
her love af maths. 
© v+prep 


stump (stamp; 
stump ‘up (for sth), stump 'up sth (for sth) 


(BrE, informal to pay the amount of money for 
sth that sb asks, often when vou do not want to: 
He had no money so I had to stump up for his 
ticket. o We had to stump up an extra Jiwe hun- 
dred pounds for insurance. 

the cash 239) cough up, cough sth up 

@ vtadv e vtadvin 


line: As we climbed, we tended to string out, with 
strike ‘out 1 (at sb/sth) to aim a violent blow at the fittest people taking the lead. 
sh: He struck out at me with his fist. hit out @ vtadv 
(at sb/sth) 2 to start being independent and do string sth ‘out to make sth last longer than 
sth new: Sanjay left the firm and struck out on his expected or necessary: I didn't want to string out 
own. 3 (also strike ‘off less frequent) |+ adviprep] the argument. f 
to start to go somewhere in a determined way: He @ vtadvin « v+nipron+ adv 
struck out across the fields towards the farm- i : ee 
; | : ie , String sth to'gether 1 to combine words, 
house. 4 (with sb) (AmE, informal) to fail; to be phrases, sentences, etc. toform sth that has some 


strip ‘off, strip sth ‘off (BrE, informal) if you TA EPRE 
strip off, or strip sth off, you take off all or subject /sab'dzekt/ 
nearly all your clothes: She stripped off and sub'ject sb/sthyourself to sth (forma) to 
dived into the water. © Strip off your wet clothes make sb/sth/vourself experience. suffer or be 
and put on these dry ones. affected by sth, usually sth unpleasant: fo subject 
@ v+adv e viadvin è v+n/pron+ adv sth to scrutinylanalysis o AU eur products are 
strip sth ‘off: strip sth ‘offffrom sth to Subjected to thorough tests. © to be subjected to 
pers layer of sth: It was hard work stripping criticismiharassmentiabuseltorture o Why did I 
the old wallpaper off o All the leaves had been subject myself to another evening of arguments? 


unsuccessful: 7 tried to get a job but struck out 
completely © He must have struck out with her 
because he came home early. 5 (at sb/sth) to criti- 
cize sb/sth, especially publicly: striking out at 
your critics hit out (at sb/sth) 

@& v + adv 

strike ‘out; strike sb ‘out (Am£) (in baseball) 
to fail to hit the hall successfully three times and 


meaning: f can barely string together two words 
of German. o The report should be written by 
somebody who can string two sentences together 
words, a sentence 2 to join a series of 
things together: pearls strung together on a neck- 
lace o The student of kung fu learns various 
movements that are then strung together. 

® v+népron+adv è vtadvtn 


stripped off the branches. 
$ v+ni/pron+adv + v+ady +n è v+n/pron+ prep 


strip sth ‘out to completely remove things you 


do not want; to remove everything from a place 
and leave it empty: They had stripped out all the 
original features of the house. 
@ vt+advt+n » v+nipron+ adv 


& The city was subjected to repeated bombings. 
Subject sb‘sth/yourself to sth is often 
used in the passive. « It is mainly used in written 
English. 

© v+nipron + prep 


subscribe /sab'skraib/ 
sub'scribe to sth (fermai) to agree with an 


eo nish YO ri Do Make BANIS He stuck String sb ‘up (informal) to kill sb by hanging strugg le 'stragl/ opinion, a theory etc: It’s not an opinion I tend to 


out in the third inning. o The pitcher struck oui 
three batters. 
@ vtadv + vtadv+n » v+nipron + adv 

Strike sth ‘out/through (especially BrE) to 
remove sth from a text or a list by drawing a line 
through it: J struck out some words to make the 


them, especially illegally: They'll string him up 
if they catch him. 
@ v+nipron+ adv + v +adv+n 

String sth ‘up to hang or tie sth in place: She 
strung up a banner saying ‘Happy 40th Birthday’. 
@ v+nipron+adv è vtadven 


Struggle a'long/on to manage to continue in 


spite of great difficulties: The country's economy 
is still struggling along. © The government strug- 
gled on with a liny majority. 

@ v+ adv 


subscribe to. o The company subscribe to the view 
that if you can encourage children to use your 
products, they will continue to use them when they 
are adults. 

(653) view, theory, opinion 


substitute 292 


Subscribe to sth can be used in the pas- 
sive: If is not a theory that is commonly sub- 
scribed to. 
@ v+ prep 


substitute Hsabstitjurt; AmE -tu:t/ 


‘substitute for sb/sth to take the place of sb/sth 
else: Can pou substitute for me at the meetings? o 
Nothing can substitute for the advice your doctor 
is able to give you. 
© viprep 


succeed jsak'si:d/ 


suc'ceed In doing sth to achieve sth that you 
have heen trying to do or gct: to have the result or 
effect that was intended: He succeeded in getting 
top marks in chemistry. © The Labour Party suc- 
ceeded in capturing the female vote (= they per- 
stiaded women to vote for them). © (ronio I tried 
to mend my watch, but only succeeded in breaking 
it (= that was not what I intended). 
@® v+ prep 


suck jsak; 


suck sb ‘in. suck sb ‘into sth to gradually 
involve sb in an activity, a situation, etc., espe- 
cially one that they do not at first want to be 
involved in: There is a danger we could be sucked 
into a war o Don’t let yourself get sucked in. o In 
Ais youth he had been sucked into a hippy cult. 
Suck sb in/suck sb into sth is nearly 
always used in the passive. 
@ v+ n/pron+adv + v+adv+n + v+nipron + prep 

suck ‘up to sb (informal, disapproving) to try to 
please sb by helping them, saying nice things to 
them, etc. in order to gain an advantage for your- 
self: He's always sucking up to the teacher o We 
don't suck up to anyone! 
@ v + adv + prep 


sucker “sakat; 


sucker sb ‘into sth: sucker sb ‘into doing 
sth (AmE, informal) to persuade sb to do sth 
they do not really want to do, especially by using 
their lack of knowledge or experience: He got 
suckered into the scheme. oI was suckered into 
helping. 
This phrasal verb is usually used in the 
passive. 
© v+nipron + prep 


Sue su: BrE also siu;} 


‘sue for sth forman to formally ask for sth, espe- 
cially in a court of law: fo sue for divorce o The 
rebels were forced to sue for peace. 
divorce, peace 
® v+prep 


Suit swt Bre also sjurt; 
‘suit sth to sb/sth to make sth appropriate for 


sb/sth: He can suit Ais conversation to whoever 
he's with. 
& v+nipron + prep 


SUM sam; (-mm-) 
sum ‘up; sum sth ‘up 1 to give the main points 


of sth ina few words: Before we conclude the meel- 
ing, let me sum up. > To sum up, there are three 
main ways of tackling the problem... In her 
conclusion, she summed up what had been agreed. 
iY) summarize, summarize sth (more formal) 
2 (of a judge) to give the main points of the evi- 
dence or arguments in a legal case, near the end 
of the trial: When he summed up, the judge 
reminded the Jury of the seriousness of the case. 

@ vtadv è vtadvin è vtpron+ady + v+n+adv 

(less frequent) 

r summing-up 7 1 a speech made by the judge 
to the jury near the end of the trial, giving the 
main points of the evidence and the arguments 
in the case: The judge will begin her summing-up 
on Monday. 2 an occasion when sb states the 
main points of an argument, etc: There was a 
final summing-up by each of the speakers. o The 
speakers gave brief summings-up of their talks. 


sum sb/sth ‘up 1 io describe or show the most 


typical characteristics of sb/sth, especially in a 
few words: His speech summed up the mood of the 
whole country. o Totally lazy — that just about 
sums him up. 2 (as sb/sth) to decide or express 
what you think about sb/sth: The two of them 
stood there, summing each other up. o He had 
already summed her up as someone who hated to 
admit defeat. o d summed up the situation imme- 
diately (= realized what was happening and what 
needed to be done). size sh/sth up 

@ vtadvtn eè v+pront+ adv + v+n+ady (ess 

frequent) 


SUMMON ‘samen; 
summon sth ‘up 1 to manage to produce a par- 


ticular feeling in yourself, although this is diff- 
cult: She eventually summoned up the courage to 
knock at the door o He managed to summon up a 
smile. o Tcan’t summon up much enthusiasm for 
grammar! o I don’t think I can summon up the 
energy to go for a run. GEE courage, smile, 
energy, strength muster sth up (ag In 
this meaning summon sth up is not used in the 
passive. + Suamaion sth is sometimes used with 
this meaning. 2 to make an idea. a feeling, a 
memory, etc. come into your mind: it's a smell 
that summons up memories of my childhood. 
memories, vision, image evoke sth (more 
formal 

@vtadv+n«vtprontady « v+ntadv(rare) 


293 swarm 


Surge js3:d3; AmE s3:rd3/ 
surge ‘through sb if a feeling surges through 


you, you suddenly feel it very strongly: A thrill aof 
excitement surged through Isobel. relief, 
excitement, anger 

=> See ASO SURGE UP 

® v + prep 


surge ‘up (iterary) if an emotion surges up in 


you, you suddenly feel it very strongly: Panie 
surged up inside her. 

Bead Surge up is usually used with another 
adverb or a phrase beginning with a preposition. 
-> see also SURGE 'TILROUGIT SB 

@ v+adv 

> ‘upsurge (in/of sth) n [usually sing.| a sudden 
great increase in sth: There Aas been @ recent 
upsurge of violence in the area. o an upsurge of 
interest in science and technology 


surrender /so'renda(r)/ 
surrender to sb/sth; sur'render yourself 


to sb/sth (forma) to stop trying to resist a feel- 
ing, a particular person, ete. and let them control 
what you do: He surrendered to his natural 
instinct to run alway o She surrendered to Leo's 
charm. © He surrendered himself to sleep. 

@ viprep « v+pront+ prep 


SUSS Jsas! 
Suss sb/sth ‘out (BrE, informad to find out 


what sb/sth is really likę: to understand the 
important things about sb/sth: My classmates 
were sussing me out, seeing how tough T unas. > 
We'll need to suss out our opponents before the 
game. o I’ve got him sussed out now, o Jen hud 
sussed out right away that there was something 
strange going on. © Simon always did what his 
family wanted. [soon sussed that out. 

Suss sb/sth can be used with a similar 
meaning: J’ve got him sussed. 

@ vtnipron+ adv e vtadvtn 


swallow ‘swolsu; AmE'swalou/ 
swallow sb/sth ‘up to completely cover sb/sth 


or absorb them/it, so that they can no longer be 
seen or do not exist separately: He watched them 
walk away until the darkness swallowed them up. 
© She was so embarrassed she wished that the 
ground would open and swallow her up. o The 
countryside is rapidly being swallowed up by 
building developments. o Many small businesses 
have been swallowed up by larger companies. 
Swallow sb/sth is sometimes used with 
this meaning: She wished that the ground would 
open up and swaliow her 

© v+nipron+adv « v+advt+n 


swallow sth 'up to use sth such as money or 
resources completely: Practising the piano swal- 
lows up all her free time. o Pay rises were quickly 
swallowed up by price increases. o Nuclear 
weapons swallowed up a third of the country’s 
defence spending, o The extra money was swab 
lowed up by debts. 
time, money 1577) use sth up 
Swallow sth up is often used in the 
passive. 
@ viadvin + vtpront+adyv + v+n + adv (rare) 


SWan iswon: AmE swain (-nn-) 


swan  a'bouta'round. swan a'bout/ 
a'round sth (BrE, informal, disapproving) to 
move around or go from one place to another 
enjoying yourself, but with no real purpose: Stop 
swanning about pretending to be clever. o She's 
swanning around Europe for the summer. 
®© vtadv « v+prep 

swan ‘off (to...) (BrE, informal, disapproving) to 
go off to enjoy yourself with no real purpose: 
He’s always swanning off to Spain on holiday! 
@ vt adv 


SWAP also swop) /swop, AmE swa:p/ (-pp-) 


swap a'round'over round (informal, espe- 
cially Brk) if two people swap around/over/ 
round, they move to where the other person was 
before or start doing each other's jobs: UH drive 
there and you can read the map. We'll swap over 
on the way back. 
Y change over/round (BrE) 
@ v+adv 


swap sb/sth a'round/‘over/round (informal, 
especially BrE) to replace sb/sth with sb/sth else: 
At half-time the manager swapped some of the 
players around. 
change sb/sth round/around 
@ v+nipron + adv « v+ adv +n (rare) 

swap ‘over (to sth), swap sb/sth ‘over (to sth) 
to change from one situation, position, etc. to 
another: to make sb do this: We swapped over 
from an electric cooker to a gas cooker. © Have you 
been swapped over to the new computer system 
yet? 
33¥R) switch over, switch sth over, switch sb 
over 
@ v+adv è v+niprontady + v+adv +n (dess 

Jrequent) 


swarm swym; AmE swo:rm/ 


‘swarm with sb/sth (usually used in the progres- 
sive tenses) if a place is swarming with sb/sth, it 
is very full of people or things moving around: 
The museum was swarming with tourists. o The 
room was hot and swarming with flies. 
® v+prep 


swear 


SWear /swea(r); AmE swer/ (swore 
(swair)/sworn /swomn; AmE sworn) 


‘swear by sb (not used in the prugressive tenses) 
to name sb in order to show that you are making 
a serious promise: T swear by Almighty God that! 
wll tell the truth ( . for example, said ina British 
court of law). 
© v + prap 
‘swear by sth/sb (not used in the progressive 
tenses) to believe strongly that sth/sb is very use- 
ful and helpful: My brother swears by lemon and 
honey drinks asa cold remedy. o Why don't you go 
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62] cold, fever 2 sweat it ‘out to wait for sth 

that you fee] nervous or anxious about to happen 

or to end: They made us sweat it out for two hours 

until the result was announced. 

BELG Sweat sth out is not used in the passive. 

®© v+pron+ adv + v+n+adv è vtadven (less 
Jrequent) 

‘sweat over sth (i/ormad to work very hard on 
sth; to spend a lot of time doing sth or worrying 
about sth: I've been sweating aver my letter of res- 
ignation for several days. 

@ v+prep 


aa a =ndarannnaksi A 
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sweep sth ‘out to clean a room, a cupboard, etc. 


with a large brush witha long handle (a broom): 
Brad was busy sweeping out the yard. 
@ vtadvin ev +nipron + adv 


Sweep sb ‘up 1 fo lift sb with a sudden smooth 


movement: He ran forward and swept her up in 
his arms. 2 to make sb become very involved in 
sth so that they are unable to think clearly: The 
whole country was swept up in the excitement. 
beget caught up (in sth) Sweep sb 
up is often used in the passive in this meaning. 
© v+nipron+adv + v+adv +n (rare) 


swing ‘by; swing ‘by sth (AmE, informal) to 
visit a person or place for a short time, especially 
when you are going somewhere else: She SWUNG 
by (= came here) on her way home. © Let's swing 
by Dave's house after the movie. 
isya) drop by 
@ v+adv « v+prep 

swing ‘round; swing sb/sth ‘round (BrE) = 
SWING AROUND, SWING SB/STIt AROUND 


switch wtf; 
switch ‘off (informal) to stop giving your atten- 


and see Dr Nash? My mother swears by him. 
@ v+prep 
Swear sb ‘in: swear sb ‘Into sth to introduce 
sb publicly to a new position, responsibility, etc. 
by getting them to promise that they will do the 
job correctly, be loyal to the organization, their 
country, etc: He was sworn in as President in 
January, o The new President was hurriedly 
Sworn into office. 
Swear sb in and swear sb into sth are 
often used in the passive. 
@ v+adv+n + v+ni/pron + adv « v+n/pron + prep 
> swearing-in n [U] [sing.| the act of getting sh 
to promise publicly to doe their job correctly, be 
loyal to their organization or country, etc. before 
they begin a new job or responsibility: The 
swearing-in of the new president will take place 
tomorrow. © a swearing-in ceremony 
Swear ‘off sth (informal, especially AmE) to 
make a serious promise that you will sive sth up, 
especially sth that is bad or harmfuk: He's intend- 
ing to swear off alcohol. o Ever since her boy- 
friend left she has sworn off men. 
© v+prep 
‘swear to sth (informal) to say that sth is defin- 
itely true: [think I've met him somewhere before, 
but I couldn't swear to it (= I’m not completely 
certain). 
© v+prep 
‘swear sb to sth to make sb promise sth, espe- 
cially that they will not tell other people sth: The 
actors know how the series will end but they are 
sworn to secrecy. > Jeff told me about his pro- 
motion and swore me to silence. 
® v+nipron + prep 


sweat (swet i 


Sweat sth ‘off to lose weight by doing a lot of 
hard exercise to make yourself hot and produce 
sweat: I sweated off the extra weight by playing 
squash every day. 

@ vt adv+n + v+pron+adv « v+ n+ ady (rare) 
sweat sth ‘out 1 to get rid of a cold, fever, etc. by 

staying warm so that you produce sweat: When- 

ever I get a bad fever I go to bed and sweat it out. 


_ sweep ‘up: sweep sth ‘up to remove dust, 


SWEEP /swip/ (swept. swept ‘swent/) 


Sweep sb a'long/a’way to make sb feel very 
enthusiastic about sth or involved in sth: to 
affect sb so much they forget everything else: 
Ang was swept along by her father's enthusiasm. 
28Y§) carry sb along; beiget carried away 
Sweep sb along/away is usually used in 
the passive. 

@® v + nipron + adv 

Sweep sb aside to defeat sb easily: United 
swept Liverpool aside with ease. 
© v+nipron+ adv « v+advetn 

sweep sth a'side to ignore sth; to treat sth as 
though it is not important: AU their objections 
were swept aside. o She sweeps aside every sug 
gestion I make. 
objections, protests, restrictions, oppos- 
ition, criticism 

Sweep sth aside is often used in the 
passive. 
© vtnipron+ adv « vt+adven 

sweep sb a'way = swerr SB ALONG/AWAY 

Sweep sth a'way to destroy or get rid of sth 
completely: The President's speech swept away 
all our doubts. o Poverty will be swept away! o 
The old way of life has been swept away by the 
électronic revolution. 
@ vtadv+n è v+nipron+ adv 

Sweep sth ‘back/up if you sweep your hair 
back or ap, you brush or push it away from your 
face: She swept her hair back from her face with 
both hands, © Long hair can be swept up on top of 
your head. 

hair 

®© v+niprontadv + viadven 

sweep sth ‘off: sweep sth ‘off sth torcmove 
sth from somewhere, especially by brushing 
with your hands, a brush, ete: He swept the 
crumbs off the table. o (figurative The wind 
swept her hat off 

$ vtnipron+adv « v+adv+n + v+nipron+prep 

sweep sb off their ‘feet to make sb fall sud- 

denly and deeply in love with you: Maria was 
swept off her feet by Mark’s charm. 


dirt, etc. from a floor with a brush: We had to 
sweep up before we left. o We'd better sweep up all 
the bits of broken glass quickly. 

@ vtadv + v+ady+n + v+n/pron+ adv 


sweep sth ‘up = swker STH BACK/UP 


sweeten ‘swi:tn/ 
sweeten sb 'up (informal) to try to persuade sb 


to help you, agree to sth, etc. by giving them gifts, 
being very nice to them, etc: Jf you sweeten him 
up he'll do the work for you. o They sweeten up 
customer's with special offers. 
@ v+nipront+adv + vtadven 


swell jawel/ (swelled jsweld/swollen 


fswaclen; AME'swou-; or swelled, swelled) 


swell ‘up if part of the body swells up, it 


becomes much larger and rounder than usual as 
a result of illness, injury, etc: My foot swelled up 
to twice its normal size. o (figurative) A feeling of 
admiration swelled up in her 

@ vt adv 


swill swi 
will sth ‘down (informai) to drink a large 


amount of sth quickly: He Just swilled down his 
beer and waiked out. 
@ veadvtn « v+nipron+ adv 


swing (swig) (@wung, swung /swsn/) 
swing around; swing sb/sth a'round (BrE 


also swing ‘round, swing sb/sth ‘round) 1 to 
turn around fast to face the other way; to make 
sh/sth do this: Luke suddenly swung round and 
glared at me. o I swung the car round and drove 
back down the road. 2 to change from one idea, 
opinion, etc. to another, especially the opposite 
one: The Labour Party has now swung round to 
supporting Europe. © You should be able to swing 
people round to your point of view. 

® v+adv + v+nipron+ adv 


‘swing at sb; ‘swing sth at sb to try to hit sb: 


She swung at me with the iron bar. 
@ V+ prep » v+n/pron + prep 


tion te sb or sth: J just switch off when Jo starts 
talking. © Do you find it hard to switch off (= stop 
thinking about work) when you get home? 

turn off 

@ vtadv 


switch ‘off; switch sth ‘off, switch itself 


‘off to stop an electrical device, a machine or an 
engine working by pressing a switch, a button, 
etc: The heating switches off at 10.00 pm. o Shall 
I switch the lights off? o The electricity has been 
switched off © (figurative) Her smile switched off 
suddenly when she saw him come in. 

yD turn off, turn itself off, turn sth off 

TEP switch on, switch sth on, switch itself on 

@ vtadv + vtnipron+adv + vt+adven 


switch ‘on; switch sth ‘on; switch itself 


‘on to start an electrical device, a machine or an 
engine by pressing a switch, a button, etc: She 
walked in and switched on the light. o The 
machine switches (itself) on automatically: o How 
do you switch this thing on? © (figurative) He can 
suiteh on the charm whenever he likes. 

turn on, turn itself on; turn sth on 

switch off. switch sth off, switch itself off 
@ vt adv 


switch ‘over (to sth), switch sth ‘over (to sth) 


4 (BrE; to change from one television station to 
another: T switched over to watch the news. YS 
change over (to sth); turn over (to sth), turn sth 
over (to sth) 2 (also switch sb ‘over) to change 
from one position, situation. job, etc. to another: 
We've finally switched over to a computerized sys- 
tem. © The country gradually switched over from 
imperial to metric. o 85000 customers have been 
switched over to the new system. change 
over (from sth) (to sth) 

@ vtady « v+niprontady + vtadvtn 


swivel swivi; (it, AmE -I-) 
swivel a'round; swivel sb/sth a'round (also 


swivel ‘round, swivel sb/sth ‘round especially 
BrE) 1 to turn or move your body, eyes or head 
around quickly to face another direction: He 
swivelled around to look at her 2 to turn or make 
sth turn around a fixed central point: She 
swivelled the chair around te face them. 

@® v+adv è v+nipron+ adv 
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SWOP /swop; AmE swa:p! (-pp-) 


Swop a'round/over‘round = swap arounn/ 
OVER/ROUND 

„Swop sb/sth a'round/over/round = swap 
SB/STH AROUNMOVER/ROUND 


Swot sunti AmE swa:t/ 


Swot ‘UP (on sth) (BrE, informal) to study a sub- 
ject very hard, especially when you are prepar- 
ing for an exam: I have to swot up on phrasal 
verbs for a test tomorrow. © It's time to start swoi- 
ting up for the exam. 
brush sth up, brush up on sth (especially 
BrE}, mug up (on sth), mug sth up (BrE). 
review sth (especially AmE), revise sth (BrE) 


Syphon sain; 
Syphon sth ‘off = SIPHON STH OFF 


ArureurayirerrávėhebmnddpttekanIaLebe ED 


tack itek; 


tack sth ‘on: tack sth ‘on to sth (informal) 
to add sth as an extra item, especially in a care- 
less way: The last puragraph seems to have been 
tacked on at the last minute. o An extra day has 
been tacked onto fhe New Year holiday. o a porch 
tacked on to the frentof the house 
add sth on. add sth on to sth 
Gwe Tack sth on and tack sth on to sth are 
often used in the passive. 
-> see also TAG STH ON, TAG STIL ON TO STH 
@ v+nipron+ adv e vtadv+n + 

v+nAl/pron + adv + prep 


tag teg gg 


tag a'long (behind/with sb) (informal) to go 
somewhere with sb, especially when you have 
not been invited: The children tagged along 
behind their mother. o Can I tag along (with you) 
when you go to the shops? 
string along (with sb) 
-> see also TAG ON, TAG ON TO SB 
@ v+ adv 

tag ‘on; tag ‘on to sb/sth (especially BrE) to 
follow sb closely and go somewhere with them, 
although you have not been invited: Kate's friend 
tagged on and spoiled the day. o We tagged on to 
the end of the procession. 
-> see also TAG ALONG (BEHIND/WITH 8B) 
@® v+acdv + v+adv+prep 

tag sth ‘on: tag sth ‘on to sth (informal) to 
add sth as an extra item to the end of sth, espe- 
cially in a careless way: An apology was tagged 
on to the end of the letter o Online security is 
being built in to the system, not tagged on. 
add sth on, add sth on to sth 
Fag sth on and tag sth on to sth are often 
used in the passive. 
-> see alsO'1TACK STH ON, TACK STH ON TO STH 
© v+nipron+ adv æ vt+adven e 

v+n/pron + adv + prep 


tail itel’ 


tail a'way = TAN OFF 

tall 'back (BrE) if traffic talis back, it forms a 
long line that moves very slowly or does not 
move at all: After the accident, traffic tailed back 
eight miles. 
@ vtadv 
e ‘taliback n (BrE) a long line of traffic that 
moves very slowly or does not move at all: The 
crash caused a six-mile tailback. 


tail ‘off (aiso tail a'way less frequent) to become 
smaller, fewer, weaker, etc: Sales tailed off in the 
autumnifall. o The number of tourists starts to 
tail off in September o Her voice tailed away. © 
‘Did you want to see...‘ she tailed off 
@ vt+adv 


tailor tena)! 


‘tailor sth to/for sb/sth to make or adapt sth for 
a particular purpose, a particular person, etc: 
Special programmes of study are tailored to the 
needs of specific students. 
®© v+n/pron + prep 


take ‘terk/ (took ‘tuk/taken /tetkan/) 


~ aback 301 ~on 

~ after ~ out 

~ against 302 ~ out of 

~ along ~ out on 
298 ~ apart ~ over 

~ around ~ round 

~ aside ~ through 

~ away ~to 

~ away from 303 ~ up 

~ back ~up on 
299 ~ down ~ up with 

~in ~ upon 
300 ~into ~ with 

~ off 


— — 


take sb a‘back to shock or surprise sb: J was 
taken aback by his rudeness. 
Take sb aback is usually used in the 
passive. 
@ v+ni/pron+ adv 

take ‘after sb 4 (not used in the progressive 
tenses) to look Hike or behave like an older memi- 
her of your family: F'n told J fake after my grand- 
mother. o Your daughter doesn’t take after pou at 
all. o He's always been shy he takes after his 
father 2 (old-fashioned, AmE) to begin to follow 
sb quickly in order to catch them: A man rushed 
out of the bank and two men took after him. © She 
ran out into the night and he took after her 
© v+prep 

take a'gainst sb/sth (old-fashioned, BrE) to 
begin to dislike sb/sth; Why have you suddenty 
taken against Laura? 
take to sb/sth 
© v+ prep 

take sb/sth a'long (to sth) to take sb or sth with 
you when you go somewhere: Tom took his sister 
along to the party. o When you travel with young 
children, take along some favourite tuys or a book. 
® v+nfpron+ adv e vtadvtn 


Seba n da ibaa eee pe ere RM ee PTAA ed 


take sb/sth a'part (informa/) 1 (in sport) to 
defeat sb easily: He took the American apart in 
the third set (= ina game of tennis). o We took the 
other team apart. o Touch her again and I’l take 
you apart! 2 to attack or criticize sb/sth severely: 
Her second novel was taken apart by the critics. 
@ v+nipron+ adv + v+ adv +n (less frequent) 
take sth a'part to separate a machine, a piece of 
equipment, etc. into its parts: She took the clock 
apart and couldn’ put it back together o You can 
take the mixer apart to clean it, o The police took 
the room apart ( examined everything very 
carefully), looking for evidence. 
dismantle sth (more formal 
put sth together 
® v+nipron+ adv « v+adv +n (less frequent) 
take sb a'round: take sb a'round sth (BrE 
aiso take sb ‘round, take sb ‘round sth) to visit 
a place with sb; io show sb the interesting or 
important parts of a place: Jf you'd like to see the 
town, I could take you around. © We got a guide to 
take us round the temples. 
2s¥X) show sb around, show sb around sth; 
take sb over sth 
© v+nfpron+adv + v+n/pron + prep 
take sb/sth around (especially AmE) = TAKE 
SBISTII ROUND 
take sb a'side to separate sb from the rest of a 
group in order to talk to them privately: She took 
me aside and explained the situation. 
@ v+ n/pron+ adv 
take sb a'way (from sb/sth) 4 to remove sh from 
somewhere: to lead or move sb to another place: 
The injured were taken away by ambulance. © I 
can take you away from ali this ¢- all this 
trouble). 2 to remove sb, especially a child, from 
sbs care: The children were taken away fram 
them and put into a children's home. o My father 
took me away from school and taught me himself 
3 to take sb with you on a trip or holidav/vac- 
ation: He takes the whole family away for two 
weeks in the summer 4 to make it necessary for 
sb to leave a place, especially temporarily: Sam's 
work takes him away Jrom his family for months 
ata time. 
@ vitnipron + adv « v+adv+n (less frequent) 
take sth a'way 1 to remove sth and place it 
somewhere else: They had to take the computer 
away to fix it. o You can take the book away with 
you. 2 (from sb/sth) to remove something from a 
person, a place or an organization so that they no 
longer have it: These books must not be taken 
away from the library. o They can’t take our 
rights away fram us. 3 to make a feeling, pain, 
etc. disappear: These tablets should help take the 
pain away. o That was disgusting! I need a drink 
of water to take the taste away. pain, taste, 
appetite 4 (from sth) (mathematics) to take one 
number from another: [f you take four away 
from ten, that leaves six. o Ten take away four 


leaves six (10.-4=6). 5 (BrE) (AmE take sth ‘out) 
(usually used in the infinitive with to to buy a 
cooked dish at a restaurant and carry it away to 
eat at home, in the street, etc: A cheeseburger and 
a coffee to take away, please. o Is that to eat here 
or take away? 6 (from sth) to form an opinion or 
impression of sb/sth that is still there when you 
go away: We didn’t take away a very favourable 
impression of the hotel. o What do we want stu- 
dents to take away (= to learn) from this course? 
@ v+nipron+ adv « vtadven 

take sb's ‘breath away to surprise or please 
somebody very much: {fe first sight of the walter- 
Fali takes your breath away. 

> ‘takeaway (BrE) n 1 a restaurant that cooks 
and sells food that you eat somewhere else: a Chi- 
nesefindian takeaway > a takeaway restaurant 2 
(Aun ‘takeout, ‘carry-out) a meal that you buy 
from this type of restaurant: We could get a take- 
away tonight. o a takeaway pizza 


take a'way from sth to make the effect or value 


of sth seem less: J don’t wish to take away from 
his achievements, but he couldn't have done it 
without our help. 

detract from sth Crore Jorma!) 

© v+adv+prep 


take sb a'way from sth to take sb's attention 


away from what they are trying to do: These 
minor problems are taking us away from the real 
issue. 

IYK) distract sb {from sth) 

@® v +ni/pron + adv + prep 


take sb ‘back 1 (to sth) to go with someone to 


the place where they were or to your/their home: 
Can you take me back to the hotel? o UH take the 
kids back nou — they're getting tired. 2 to allow 
sb such as your husband, wife or partner to come 
home after they have left because of a problem; 
to allow sb to return to their job: J agreed to take 
her back if she promised to be falthhal in future. o 
An employer cannot be forced to take you back. 
have sb back 3 (to sth) to make sb's 
thoughts return to a past time: The smell of the 
sea took him back to his childhood. o That song 
takes me back a bit! carry sb back (to sth) 
@ v + nipron+ adv 


take sth ‘back 1 (to sb/sth) if you take sth 


back to a shup/store, or a shop/store takes sth 
hack, you return sth that you have bought 
because it is the wrong size or does not work, for 
example: The sweater had a hole in it so £ took it 
back. return sth (more formad 2 to return 
sth you have borrowed, hired, etc: / forgot to take 
my books back to the library. © It's your turn to 
take the videos back. 38) return sth (more for- 
mah In informal spoken language take sb 
back sth, or, less often, take sb sth back can 
also be used: I took him back his CD. ọ I took him 
Ais CD back. 3 to take something you have 
bought, etc. home with you after you have been 
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away: We spent a lot of the holiday looking for 
presents to take back for the kids. In infor- 
mal spoken language take sb back sth is also 
used: We took the kids back. some presents. 4 to 
receive or take sth that you own from sb who has 
borrowed it: When I’d read the letter he took it 
back and put it in his pocket. o No attempt was 
ever made to take back the land (=. to take control 
of it again). 5 to admit that sth you said was 
wrong or that you should not have said it: [take 
back what I said about you being lazy. IYn) 
retract sth: withdraw sth (both more formal) 

@ vtniprontady « v+adv+nSvt+advin + 

v+pron+adv « v+n+ adv (less frequent) 


take sb/sth ‘down: take sb/sth ‘down sth 


to go with sb/sth to a lower level, to a more south- 
ern part of a country ete.. or toa different part of 
a building, town, country, etc: The nurse will take 
you down tn the lift. o The injured clunbers were 
taken down the mountain on a sledge. o You 
promised to take me down to London next time you 
went! o Tony's just taking the car down to the gar- 
age — he'll be back soon. 
tore take sb/sth up, take sb/sth up sth 
@ v+nipron+adyv « v+adv +n (less frequent) + 
vt+npron + prep 


take sth ‘down 1 to remove sth from a high 


level: She took a book down from the top shelf 2 to 
remove sth that is hangingon a wall, ete: Will you 
help me take the curtains down? curtains, 
pictures put sth up 3 to remove a struc- 
ture by separating it into pieces: They were tak- 
ing their tent down as we left. BëEJa tent. 
scaffolding put sth up 4 to pull down a 
piece of clothing worn below the waist, without 
actually removing it: She took her trousers down 
to show the doctor her leg wound. trousers, 
pants 5 to write sth down: She took down my 
name, address and phone number. details, 
(telephone) number 357s) note sth down 

@ v+nipron+adv e vtadvt+n 


take sb ‘in 1 to allow sb to stay in your home: She 


takes in paying guests. o When my parents died, 
my uncle took me in and brought me up. 
guests, lodgers 2 if the police take sb in, they 
take them to a police station to question them 
about a crime: Two young men have been taken in 
for questioning. 3 (of an organization, an institu- 
tion, etc.) to accept sb as a member, a student. a 
patient, etc: The college took in more students 
than ever before last year 4 to make sb believe sth 
that is not true: How could Ihave been taken in by 
his charm? © She took me in completely with her 
story. deceive sb (more formal Tei In 
this meaning take sb in is usually used in the 
passive. 

$ vt nipron+ adv « v+adven 

> ‘Intake n 1 [C] [U] the number of people who 
join a college or other organization at a particu- 
lar time: a new intake of students 2 (AmE) a first 


take in 


test, meeting, ete. that you have when you go toa 
hospital or have an interview for a job or school, 
etc. -> see also. INTAKE at TAKE STH IN, TAKE STH 
INTO STH 


take sb/sth ‘in (to sth), take sb/sth ‘into sth 


to go with sb or to take sth into a building or 
another place: I’m going into town, so Pll take you 
in if you like. o I took Jack into the kitchen for a 
guiet chat. o Vil take you in to meet the manager 
now. o If you take your camera in (to the shop), 
they'll have a look at it for you. o My dad has been 
taken into hospital. 

In informal spoken language take sth in 
(for sb) can algo be used in the patterns take sb 
in sth and, less often, take sb sth in: I took hum 
inacup of tea. o ltook hima cup of tea in. 

= se (iSO TAKE STH IN, TAKE STH INTO STH 

®© v+nipron+ adv è v+advtn æ v+n/pron+ prep 


take sth ‘in 1 to notice sth with your eyes: He 
took in every detail of her appearance. © She 
started to relax and take in her surroundings. 2 to 
understand or absorb sth that you hear or read; 
to accept sth as true: I read the whole page with- 
out taking anything in. © He just couldn't take in 
what had happened. 3 to include or cover sth: 
The trip takes in six European capitals. o The 
study takes in women from 15 different countries, 
In this meaning take sth in is not used in 
the passive. 4 (informal to go to see or visit sth 
such as a film/movie, especially when you are in 
a place for a different reason: Sie always tries to 
take in a show when she’s in New York. EJ a 
show, the sights In this meaning take sth 
in is not used in the passive. 5 to make a piece of 
clothing narrower or tighter: This dress needs to 
be taken in at the waist. a dress. a skirt, etc. 
SSFP) fet sth out 6 if a boat takes in water, water 
comes in to it, usually through the bottom or 
sides only water 7 (old-fashioned) to do par- 
ticular kinds of work for other people in your 
home, in order to earn money: My grandmother 
used to take in washing. washing, ironing, 
sewing 8 (Amë) to receive or carn an amount of 
money: How much did the show take in? 
@ vi advin » v+pron+ady + v+n+ adv (less 

frequent) 

take sth ‘in; take sth ‘into sth to absorb sth 
into the body by breathing or swallowing it: Fish 
take in oxygen through their gills. o She took in 
deep breaths of sea aik o When we breathe we 
take oxygen. into the body. 
@ vtadv+n + v+nipran+ adv » v+n/pron+ prep 
» ‘Intake 72 1 [U] [C] the amount of food, drink, 
etc. that you take into your body: a Aigh intake of 
vitamin Coto reduce your calorie intake 2 [C, 
usually sing.) an act of taking sth in, especially a 
breath: a sharp intake of breath 
-> see also INTAKE at TAKE $B IN 


3 301 take out 
in tL Pe reer tt errs? Pee ee eee 


take into 


take sb ‘into sth to accept sb into an institu- 
tion, an organization, etc: They had to take the 
children into care (= to be looked after by the 
local authority). o Five men were taken into 
custody (= to prison). © They took him into the 
Jirm as a partner last year 
H Take sb into sth is often used in the 
passive. 
© v+nipron + prep 


take sb/sth ‘into sth to bring sb/sth into a par- 
ticular situation, activity, period of time. etc: 
Improved graphics took computer games into a 
new era. © Owen's goal took England into the lead 
(= they were winning). o the government that 
took Britain into Europe 
© v+nipron + prep 
take ‘off 1 (of an aircraft, etc.) to leave the 
ground and begin to fly: The flight was due to take 
off from Heathrow at 13.15. o (figurative) The 
high Jumper took off at a bad angle. land 2 
(informal if an idea, a product, etc. takes off, it 
suddenly becomes successful or popular: The 
new dictionary has really taken off o Her career is 
Just starting to take off o Sales of mobile phones 
have really taken off in the lasi few years. 
@ v+adv 
> ‘take-off n (U] (C] 1 the moment when an air- 
craft, etc. Jeaves the ground: The plane is ready 
for take-off o take-off potnt/speedirun o (figura- 
tive) The economy is poised for take-off 2 the 
moment when your feet leave the ground when 
you jump 
> see alSO TAKE-OFF at TAKE SR OFF 


take ‘off, take yourself ‘off to leave some- 
where suddenly or in a hurry: Whenever things 
get tough, she takes off © He stayed for a year, then 
took off for a job in New York. o I’m going to take 
myself off to bed. 
© v+ adv + v+pron+ adv 
take sb ‘off (especially BrE) 1 to copy sb in an 
amusing way: She was taking off the woman next 
door. 2 (In sports, entertainment, etc.) to remove 
a player from the field, an actor from the stage, 
etc. and not allow them to continue playing, or 
acting: Their best striker was taken off after 30 
minutes. 
® 1v+adve+n « v+pron+adv è v+n+adv 
2v+n/pron + adv è v+adv+n (less frequent) 
> ‘take-off n an act of copying sb in an amusing 
way 
> see alsO TAKE-OPF at TAKE OFF 
take sb ‘off; take sb ‘off sth to rescue sb 
from a ship, a mountain, etc: The injured men 
were taken off the boat by helicopter 
This phrasal verb is often used in the 
passive, 
@ v+nipron> adv « v+ ady + n (less frequent) + 
v+ Apron + prep 


‘take sb/sth ‘off (to sth) to make sb go with you to 
another place; to take sth to another place: They 
took him off to the police station. o She collected 
our passports and took them off somewhere. 

@ v+n/pron + adv è v+ adv +n (rare) 

take sb ‘off sth 1 to stop sb from continuing a 
particular medicine, treatment, etc: His doctor 
took him off tranquillizers. put sb on sth 2 
to remove sb from a job, position, etc. and not 
allow thera to continue: One of the lawyers has 
been taken off the case. 
® v+n/pron + prep 


take sth ‘off 1 to remove an item of clothing 


from your/sb's body: She took her coat off and 
hung it up, o It’s the custom to take off your shoes 
when you go into the house. o Can you take off 
Tommy's jacket for me? BEJ clothes, shoes, 
coat, jacket, etc. SOF) put sth on 2 to removea 
bus, train, etc. from service; to stop a television 
or radio programme, performances of a show, 

etc: The 17.13 bus to Bristol will be taken off next 

month. > The play was taken off after a week. 

put sth on 3 to cut off hair or a part of the 

body: The hairdresser asked me how much she 
Should take off © His leg had to be taken off above 

the knee. 

@ v+n/pron+ adv è vtadv+n 

ED | take my ‘hat off to sb (informal, especially 

BrE) used to say that you admire sb very much 

for sth they have done 


take sth ‘off, take sth ‘off sth 1 to remove 


sth from somewhere: Sam took off the lid and 
looked inside. o Sam wok the lid off the box and 
looked inside. ọ Can you take your feet off the 
sofa? © I’ve got an assistant now, which will take 
the pressure off a bit. o Always take your make- 
up off before you go to bed. remove sth 
(more formal) put sth on 2 to remove an 
amount of money, a number of marks or points, 
etc. from sth in order to reduce the total: Can you 
fake any money off this shirt (= sell it ata cheaper 
price)? o Marks will be taken off for bad spelling. 
3 to have a period of time as a break from work 
or school: I'm going to take next week off o She 
took a day off work. 4 to remove a name, an item, 
etc. from a list: The soup has been taken off (the 
menu). o I took my name off the list. 

© v+nipron +adv è v> adv+n e v+n/pron+ prep 
take your ‘eyes off sb/sth to stop looking at 
sb/sth: He couldn’t take his eyes off the cake. oI 
only took my eyes off her for a second and she dis- 
appeared, take your 'mind off sb/sth to make 
you stop thinking about sb or about sth unpleas- 
ant. We thought going out for the evening might 
take her mind off things. 


takoe sth ‘off sb (informal, especialiy BrE) to use take sb/sth ‘out (informal) to kill sb or destroy 


force or your authority to get sth from sb: 
Another child took his teddy off him. > The 
teacher took the cigarettes off me. 
© v +n/pron + prep 
take ‘years off sb to make sb feel or look 
younger than they are: (informal) That hairstyle 
takes ten years off you! 
take sth ‘off sth (informal to make sth shorter 
by the amount mentioned: Smoking takes six 
years off the average life. 
®© v +n/pron+ prep 
take yourself ‘off = TAKE OFF, TAKE YOURSELF 
OFF 
take ‘on sth to begin to havea particular quality, 
appearance, etc: Lisa's voice took on a more ser 
ious tone. o His words suddenly took on a differ- 
ent meaning. © The car suddenly seemed to take 
on a life of its own (= move by itself without any- 
one controlling it). 
meaning, shape, expression, appearance 
assume sth (more formal) 
@ veadven 
take sb 'on 1 toemploy sb: She was taken on asa 
graduate trainee. o They take on extra staff for 
the summer. employ sb 2 to accept sb as a 
patient, a customer, etc: The practice (= group of 
doctors or‘dentists) has stopped taking on new 
patients. patients, clients 3 to play against 
sb in a game or contest; to fight against sb: She 
took her father on at chess and beat him. © The 
rebels took on the entire Roman army. 
© v+nipron+ ady è v+adven 
take sb/sth ‘on (of a bus, plane, ship, etc.) to 
allow sb/sth to enter or come on board: The bus 
stopped to take on more passengers. © The plane 
was taking on fuel from a tanker. 
® vitadv+n + v+nipron+ adv 
take sth ‘on to decide to do sth; to agree to be 
responsible for sth: She took on more responsibil- 
ities when she was promoted. o If we're short of 
money I'll just have to take on extra work. 
responsibility, job, task, work 
© v+advi7n + v+n/pron? adv 
‘take sth on/upon yourself to decide to do sth 
without asking permission or talking to anyone 
else: She took the responsibility for what had hap- 
pened upon herself o Reg took it upon himself 
to tell the newspapers the truli 
®© v+n/pron + prep + pron 
take sb ‘out (for/to sth) to invite sb to go with 
you to the theatre, arestaurant, etc: He took Susie 
out for a meal. 
®© v+nipron + adv 
take sb ‘out; take sb ‘out of sth to remove sb 
from a place; to take sb outside a building: The 
prisoners were taken out and shot. 
® v>n/pron+ adv + v+ n/pron + adv + prep 


sth; to injure or damage sb/sth so that they can- 
not work or be used: Enemy missiles took out two 
of our planes. © Police think he was taken out by 
a rival gang. 

@® v+adv+n è v+n/pran + adv 


take sth ‘out 1 to remove a part of the body from 


inside sb: She had to have her appendix taken out. 

© I'm afraid we'll have to take the tooth out. 
your/sb’s tonsils, your/sb’s teeth, your/sb’s 

appendix SYD remove sth (more formal) 2 to 
obtain an official document or a service: She took 
outa loan to buy a new car. o Did you remember to 
take out travel insurance? Insurance, loan, 
mortgage 3 (against sb) to start a legal process 
against sb by means of an official document: They 
took out an injunction against the newspaper. 
summons, Injunction 4 (for sth) to leave your 
house with sth in order to doa particular activity: 
Shall we take the car out for a drive this afternoon? 
5 (AmE) = TAKE STH AWAY 5 

@ v+ adv>n « V+n/pron+ adv 


take sth ‘out; take sth ‘out of sth 1 to 


remove sth from somewhere: Jack felt in his 
pocket and took out his keys. © How many books 
did you take out of (= borrow from) the library? © 
You’re not allowed to take so much money out of 
the country. © He took out his wallet and pulled 
outa £50 note. 2 to carry sth with you outside: 77 
take the cases out to the car. 3 to remove money 
from your bank account: J took some more money 
out (of my account) yesterday money SYN) 
draw sth out, draw sth out of sth; withdraw sth 
(from sth) (more formal) 4 to remove an amount 
of money from a larger amount to pay for sth: £20 
will be taken out of your wages to pay for the dam- 
age. o Contributions to your pension will be taken 
out of your salary. 5 to stop your career, studies, 
etc. for a period of time in order to do sth else: 
She took a year out of college to work abroad. © 
He took a year out between school and college. © 
We need to take time out to think things through. 
a year, time [28a Take sth out is not used 
in the passive in this meaning. 6 to make sth dis- 
appear from somewhere: Soaking should help to 
take the stain out. stain 
® vr adv+n « v>no/pron+ adv « 
v+nipron + adv + prep 
Bv+n>adv e v+n+adv+ prep « v+ advt+n 
(rare) 
Wi take a leaf out of sb's ‘book to follow sb’s 
example: /’m going to take a leaf outof your book 
and get to work early. take sth out of sb’s ‘hands 
to remove sth from sb’s control and deal with it 
yourself: The decision has been taken out of my 
hands. take the 'mickey out of sb/sth (also take 
the ‘plas out of sb A, slang) both (BrE, infor- 
mal) to make sb look or feel silly by copying sth 
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that they do, or making them believe sth that is 
Hot true: They used to take the mickey out of Ade 
because of the way he spoke. 
> ‘takeout (AME) = TAKEAWAY at TAKE STH AWAY 
‘take It/sth ‘out of 5b to make sb feel very tired: 
That flu really took tt out of me. o Looking after 
three young children really takes a lot out of you. 
a lot, so much wear sb out 
© v+it+ adv+prep è v+ pron + adv + prep 
take sb ‘out of themselves (especially BrE) 
to make sb forget their worries, thoughts, con- 
cerns, etc: Seeing his old friends again took him 
outof himself 
© v +n/pron + adv + prep 


take sth ‘out on sb/sth to behave in an 
unpleasant way towards sb/sth because you feel 
angry, disappointed, etc: When he’s had a bad 
day, he always takes it out on me. © You shouldn't 
take your frustrations out on the kids. 
© v+it+ adv+ prep + v+n/pron+ adv prep 

take ‘over 1 (from sth) (as sth) to become more 
important than sth else and replace it: Com- 
puters are rapidly taking over from books as chil- 
dren's learning resources. ò Glasgow took over 
from Lisbon as cultural capital of Europe. 2 to 
become stronger, more powerful or more notice- 
able: It's hard not to let negative feelings take over 
© When she saw the accident, her training as a 
doctor immediately took over 
®@ vt adv 


take ‘over, take sth ‘over 1 (from sb) (as sth) 
to take responsibility for sth after sb else has 
finished; to do sth Instead of sb else: Who's going 
to take over from Bill as manager when he retires? 
o If you're tired of driving, I'll take over for a 
while. © PU take over the driving if you want. 2 
to gain control of a politica) party, a country, etc: 
Things will change when the Socialist Party takes 
over. © In the film, aliens take over the world. 
@ V+ adv e vt+adv+n e v+pron+ adv 

1 also v + n+ adv (rare) 


take 3b ‘over sth 1 to go with sb around a build- 
ing and show them what is interesting or import- 
ant: A guide took us over the house. take sb 
around/round sth 2 to look at or discuss sth with 
sb and explain important points: Would you 
mind taking us over the procedure again? > see 
also TAKE SB THROUGH STH 
© v + n/pron + prep 
take sb/sth ‘over 1 to affect sb so strongly that 
they are unable to think of anything else or do 
anything else: His ambition had taken him over 
© My job is starting to take over my life. 2 
[+adviprep] to take sb/sth from one place to 
another: J fook Mia over to Cambridge to meet my 
parents. 
@ 1 +n/pron+ adv « v+adven 

2 v+n/pron + adv 


take sth ‘over 1 to gain contro! of a business, a 
company, etc. by buying it or by buying the most 
of its shares: The company was taken over lasi 
September. o They have already taken over sev- 
eral smaller airlines. company HYN) buy sth 
out 2 if you take over a place, you fill it or use the 
whole of it so that other people cannot use it: 
We're taking over the whole hotel for the confer- 
ence. 3 to stari living in a place or using it: The 
Jilat was a mess when we took it over. o This build- 
Ing used io be a school until the hotel took it over 
@ v+adv+n + v>n/pron+ adv 
> ‘takeover n (C] [U] 4 an act of gaining control 
of a company by buying most of its shares: The 
company have abandoned their takeover bid. 2 
an act of gaining control of a country, region or 
city, especially by force: a military takeover 


take sb ‘round; take sb ‘round sth (rB 


= TAKE SB AROUND, TAKE SB AROUND STH 


take sb/sth ‘round (BrE) (also take sb/sth 


a'round AME, BrE) to take sb/sth with you to 
another place, sb else’s home, ete: I’m taking the 
photos straight round to Phil's to show him. o Joe 
took us round to see his mother. 

® v+nipron + adv « v+adven 


take sb/sth ‘through; take sb/sth ‘through 


sth to lead or carry a person or a thing through 
one place to another: Let’s take our tea through to 
the lounge. © The journey takes you through some 
beautiful scenery. o (figurative) We have plenty of 
Work to take us through to the end of the year. 

® v+n/pron+ adv « v+ n/pron + prep 


‘take sb ‘through sth to discuss sth with sb or 


explain it to them so that they know what to do: 
Your solicitor will take you through the contract. 
© The director took us through the play scene by 
scene. 

-> see also TAKE SB OVER STH 2 

@ v+nipron + prep 


‘take to sb/sth to start liking sb/sth: 7 didn’t take 


to Elena's husband at all. ò He hasn't taken to his 
new school. 

take against sb/sth 

®© v+ prep 

not take ‘kindly to sb/sth to not like sb/sth: 7 
don’t take kindly to being told how to run my life. 


‘take to sth to go away toa particular place, espe- 


cially to escape from sth difficult or dangerous: 
She felt so ill that she took to her bed. o The rebels 
took to the hills. © Thousands of people took to 
the streets (= went out into the streets) in protest. 
® v+ prep 

take to your ‘heels to start running: They 
took to their heels ana fled. 


‘take to sth 1 (also 'take to doing sth) to begin to 


do sth, especially as a habit: For some reason he 
took to walking the New York streets at night. o 
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She gave up painting and took to sculpture. 2 to 
develop an ability for sth: He took to tennis as if 
he'd been playing all his life. © Jay took to teach- 
ing like a duck to water (= very naturally). 

© v+ prep 


‘take sth to sth (informal) to use a too) or piece 


of equipment in order to do sth, especially sth 
violent: He took a hammer to the radia (= he dës- 
troyed it). 

@ v + nipron + prep 


take ‘up to continue with sth, especially after 


sb/sth else has finished: The band’s new album 
takes up where the lasi one left off 
@ v+ adv 


take sb/sth ‘up; take sb/sth 'up sth to go with 


sb or take sth to a higher place or to another part of 
a building, country, etc: Someone wtll take you up 
to your room. © Why don’t we take our picnic up the 
hill? o She took a hot drink up to bed with her. 
SSFP) take sb/sth down, take sb/sth down sth 
In informal spoken language take sb up 
sth and, less often, take sb sth up are also used: 
He took her up a cup of tea. © He took her a cup of 
led UD. 
@ v + nipron+ adv « v+adv+n(lessfrequent) è 
v+n/pron + prep 


take sth ‘up 1 io remove sth that is fixed on a 


floor or on the ground: They took the road up to 
repair the water pipes. (28) road, pavement, car- 
pat, floorboards pull sth up 2 to fill a par- 
ticular amount of space or time: This table takes 
up too much room. © Virtually all the memory is 
taken up with this ane program. © I mustn't take 
up any more of your time. o Her whole day was 
taken up with making phone calls. GBD room, 
spaca, time occupy sth 3 to start to doa 
new activity, especially for pleasure: She took up 
yoga a few years ago. o I’ve decided to take up 
Japanese. © Alex only took up the piano when he 
was 14. 4 to start or begin sth, especially a job: 
She took up a post at Kyoto University. post 5 
to make an item of clothing, a curtain, etc. 
shorter: This skirt will need taking up. YorP) let 
sth down 6 to absorb sth such as a liquid, a gas, 
etc: Plants take up carbon dioxide from the armos- 
phere. absorb sth 7 to continue sth after sb 
else has stopped; to continue to discuss sth that 
was mentioned earlier: l'ad like to take up the 
point you raised earlier. o Paula took up the story 
story }s*®) pick sth up 8 to accept a sugges- 
tion, a policy, an invitation, etc: The union have 
taken up her case. ò The idea was never taken up. 
© ld like to take up their invitation to visit them 
in Rio. case, Idea, challenge, offer 9 to join 
in saying or singing sth: The cry was taken up by 
the rest of the crowd. BEJ the cry, the refrain 10 
to move into a particular position: We took up our 
positions by the door. © (formal) She has taken up 
residence (= begun to live) in London. pos- 
ition 14 (old-fashioned, forma) to take sth in 


talk around 


Ptr See oy 


your hand: She took up a book and began to read. 
IY) pick sth up 
@ v+adv+n è v+» n/pron + adv (less frequent)1 
V+n+adv è v+adv+n e v ¢pron+ adv 
> ‘uptake 7 [U] [sing.) 1 the process by which sth 
is taken into a body or system; the rate at which 
this happens: The experiment measured the 
uptake of oxygen by the muscles. 2 an act of mak- 
ing or starting sth; the number of people who do 
this: There has been an increase in the uptake of 
these courses, 


take sb ‘up on sth (informal) 1 to question sb 


or argue with sb about sth because you do not 
agree: I thought he was wrong but I didn’t take 
him up on it. © I'd like to take you up on what you 
said about unemployment. pick sb up on 
sth 2 to accept an offer, an invitation that sb has 
made: / think I'll take you up on your offer to help. 
© ‘You can borrow the car {f you like." T might 
take you up on that.’ 

© v+n/pron + adv + prep 


take 'up with sb (informa/) to become friendly 


with sb; to start a relationship with sb, especially 
sb who might have a bad influence on you: T 
heard Tom has taken up with a supermodel! o 
She's taken up with a bunch of losers (= people 
who will never be successful). 

® v+ adv + prep 


take sth ‘up with sb to speak or write to sb 


about sth they may be able to help you with: You'll 
have to take your complaint up with the manager. 
© v+nipron+ adv + prep 

be taken ‘up with sb/sth; be taken ‘up with 
doing sth to be very busy with sb or with doing 
sth: She is very taken up with the children. o I've 
been completely taken up with preparing for exams, 
@ be +v+ adv + prep 


take sth u'pon yourself = TAKE STH ON/UPON 


YOURSELF 
be 'taken with sb/sth to find sb/sth attractive 
or interesting: We were all very taken with Zoe. 

® be +v+prep 


talk tsk, 
~ around ~ out of 
304 ~at =- over 
~ away ~ round 
~ back ~ through 
~ down 305 ~to 
~ down lo -~up 
~ inlo = with 
~ out 


talk a’round sth (BrE also talk ‘round sth) to 
talk in a general way about a subject or a prob- 
lem without discussing the difficult or import- 
ant parts of it: We talked around the subject for 
some time before coming to the real issue. 
(92) subject 
© v* prep 


talk at 304 


‘talk at sb to speak to sb without listening to 
what they say in reply: My father always listened 
to our point of view — he never just talked at us. 
Talk at sb can be used in the passive: J was 
being talked at rather than talked to. 

@ v+ prep 

talk a'way (to sb) to talk without stopping for a 
period of time: They were soon talking away to 
each other as if they'd known each other for years. 
© Marie was talking away nineteen to the 
dozen { talking a lot without stopping). 
© vt adv 

talk ‘back (to sb) to reply rudely to sb in author- 
ity: She was sent out for talking back to the 
teacher 
answer back, answer sb back (especially 
BrE) 

@ vtady 
> ‘back talk 7 [U] (AmE, informad a rude reply 
or comment: J said no, and don 'tgive meany more 
back taik. 


talk sb 'down to talk to sb who is threatening 
to kill themselves and persuade them not to 
jump from a tall building, a bridge, etc: The 
police were trying to talk down a youth threaten- 
ing to jump from the roof of the car park. 2 to pre- 
vent sb from speaking by talking loudly or 
without stopping: I tried to argue but they talked 
me down. 
© vtnipron+adv + vtadv+n 


talk sb/sth ‘down 4 to helpa pilot bring a plane 
to the ground by giving detailed instructions 
from the ground: The pilots were talked down 
through the fog by the Ground Controllers. © to 
talk a plane down 2 to persuade sb to lower their 
prices: He's asked for $1 000. Can we taik him 
down any further? 3 to talk about sth in a way 
that makes it seem less important or successful 
than it really is: The opposition was attacked for 
talking the country down. o He tends to talk his 
achievements dmon. 
talk sb/sth up 
@ v+nipron+ adv « vtadvitn 
talk ‘down to sb to speak to sb as if they are 
younger or less intelligent than you or than they 
really ave: He makes the mistake of talking down 
to his students. 
18YN) patronize sb 
Talk down to sb can be used in the pas- 
sive: [hate being talked down to, 
@ v+adv+ prep 
talk sb/yourself ‘into/‘out of sth; talk 
sb/yourself ‘into/‘out of doing sth to per- 
suade sb/yourself to do/not todosth: Why did you 
let James talk you into this crazy scheme? o I 


talked myself into believing I was happy, o I’m 
leaving now and don't try to talk me out of it. 
É v+n/pron+ prep « v +n/pron + ady + prep 
EN talk your way out of sth/of doing sth to 
make excuses and give reasons for not doing sth: 
to manage to get yourself out of a difficult situ- 
ation: I managed to talk my way out of having to 
give a speech. o His wife’s found out about every- 
thing! I'd like to see him talk his way out of this 
one! 
talk sth ‘out to discuss sth thoroughly until you 
find a solution, an agreement, etc. or make a 
decision: to talk out your thoughtsifeelings/prob- 
lems with sb o It might help to talk things out. 
things. problem 
@ v+nipron+ adv è v+adven 
talk yourself ‘out to talk until you have noth- 
ing left to say: They spent all the evening discuss- 
ing the problem until they talked themselves out. 
® v+pron+ adv 
talk sb/yourself ‘out of sth: talk sb/your- 
self ‘out of doing sth = TALK SB/YOURSELF 
INTG/OLT OF STH, TALK SH/YOURSELF INTO/OUT OF 
DOING STH 
talk sth ‘over (with sb) to discuss sth thoroughly 
with sb in order to find a solution, make a deci- 
sion, etc: I need to talk if over with my parents. © 
You'll find ut helpful to talk things over with a 
friend. o You and Len both need to talk over what 
happened. 
things, feelings, problems 
®© v+nipron+ adv è vt+adven 
talk 'round sth (BrE) =TALK AROUND STH 
talk sb ‘round (to sth) (BrE) to persuade sb to 
accept sth or to agree to sth: My parents didn't 
want me to go to study in Britain, but I managed 
to talk them round (to the idea). 
@ v +nipron+ adv 


talk sb ‘through sth to explain sth to sb in 
detail so that they understand it: The technical 
support staff will talk you through any dificul- 
ties you have with the software. o I can talk you 
through the application form. 
walk sb through sth (AmE) 
®© v+nipron + prep 

taik sth ‘through to discuss sth thoroughly so 
that you can understand it, came to an agree- 
ment, or make a decision about it: Throughout 
their marriage they have always tatked things 
through. o It's helpful to talk the problem 
through with a counsellor o We talked through 
what had happened. 
things, problems 
© v+nipron+ adv + v+adven 


J05 . 


‘talk to sb 1 (also ‘talk with sb especially AmE) to 


have a conversation with sb 2 to speak to sb ser- 
iously, especially about sth wrong that they have 
done, or sth that they have not done: Fd like to 
talk to you in my office now 

@ v+ prep 

> ‘talking-to n (sing.] (informal a serious talk 
with sb who has done sth wrong: to give sb a good 
talking-to 


talk sb/sth ‘up to praise sb/sth in order to make 


other people interested in them/it; to describe 
sb/sth in a way that makes them sound better or 
more successful than they really are: They talked 
up the tourist attractions to encourage more visit- 
ors. © He was being talked upas a future presiden- 
tial candidate. o It’s too early to tell if the new 
President will talk the dollar up or down. 

talk sb/sth down 

© vtnipront+ adv + vtadven 


‘talk with sb (especially AMF) = TALK TO $B 1 


tamper /‘tampar); 
‘tamper with sth to do something to sth to 


change it without permission: Two policemen 
were accused of tampering with the evidence. 
evidence, controls, brakes interfere 
with sth 

Billa Tamper with sth can be used in the 
passive: The lock has been tampered with. 

© v+prep 


tangle tæpa; 


tangle sth ‘up; beget tangled ‘up (in/with 


sth) to twist sth into an untidy mass: to become 
twisted in this wav: My long skirt got tangled up 
in the wheel of my bike. o figurative) Kurt didn't 
want to get tangled up with a girl while he was try- 
ing to study, 

Tangle sth up is usually used in the 
passive. 

@ v+nipron+ adv e vtadvtn « be/get+v+ adv 


‘tangle with sb (informal) to become involved in 


an argument or a fight with sh: You've chosen the 
wrong man to tangle with. 
@ v+ prep 


tank tæk; 


tank ‘up; tank sth ‘up (Amz, informal) to filla 


vehicle with fuel: We'd better tank up before we 
get on the thruweay. 
@ vtady è v+n/pron+adv è vtadvtn 


tank ‘up (on sth) (slang) to drink a lot of alcohol: 


The lads had spent all evening tanking up on 
scotch. 

@ vt adv 

> tanked ‘up adj very drunk: She got totally 
tanked up and couldn't drive home. 


tart up 


tap tæp; (-pp-) 
‘tap sb for sth 1 (BrE, informal) to persuade sb 


to give you sth, especially money: Can't you lap 
your father for a loan? o to tap sb for information 
2 (AmE, informal) to choose sb for a particular 
role or job: A British actress has been tapped for a 
part in the moute. Tap sb for sth is usually 
used in the passive in this meaning. 

® v+ni/pron+ prep 


tap sth ‘in/out to put information, numbers, let- 


ters, etc. into a machine by pressing buttons: Tap 
in your password. o I picked up the phone and 
tapped out Joe's number. 

= TAP STH OUT 

@ veadvtn + v+nipron+ady 


tap ‘into sth 1 to use a computer to obtain infor- 


mation from another computer: He had managed 
to tap into the company's database. 2 to use sth 
from a supply of energy, knowledge, etc. for your 
own advantage: Schools should tap into the know- 
ledge and experience of people in the local commu- 
nity. o His talk about bullying tapped into 
parents’ anxieties. 

© v + prep 


tap sth ‘out 1 to hit a surface lightly, making a 


rhythm: He tapped out the rhythm with his foot. 2 
= TAP STH IN/OUT 
@ vtnipron+ adv + v+advin 


ta pe temp; 


tape sth 'up 1 to fasten tape around sth firmly: 
Put it in a hox and tape it up securely. 2 (AmE) to 


tie a long strip of fabric (a bandage) firmly 
around an injury or a wound: That's a nasty cut 
— come on, we'll pet it all taped up. 

Tape sth can also be used: Put it in a box 
and tape it securely. 

@ v+nipront+ady « v+adven 


taper topary 
taper ‘off to gradually become smaller in size, 


volume, amount, ete: Our profits have begun. to 


taper off 
@ v+adv 


tart tat AmE tart! 


tart sth ‘up (BrE, informal) to decorate or 


improve the appearance of sth, often in a way 
that other people do not think is attractive: 
They've tarted up the restaurant but the food 
hasn't improved. 
® vtadv+n + vtnipron+ adv 

tart yourself ‘up (BrE, informal, disapproving 
(especially of a woman) to try and make yourself 
more attractive by putting on special clothes and 
jewellery, and putting substances on your face 
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(make-up): She spends ages tarting herself’ up for 


a night out, 
Le¥R) doll yourself up (in sth) 
@ v+ pron + adv 


task /task AmE taxsk/ 


‘task sb with sth to give sb a task to do: forces 
tasked with keeping the peace 
Cia Task sb with sth is usually used in the 
passive. + You can also use the pattern task sb to 
do sth: soldiers tasked to provide medical support 
@® v +n/pron + prep 


tax teks; 


'tax sb with sth (formal) to accuse sb of doing 
sth wrong: Critics taxed the government with not 
acting quickly enough. 

@ v+n/pron + prep 


team itim’ 


team ‘up (with sb) to work together with another 
person or group in order to do sth: The two com- 
panies have teamed up to produce new software. o 
We've teamed up with XL Records to give away 25 
pairs of tickets for the live concert. o How did the 
two of you come to team up? 
© v + adv 


tear /tea(r), AmE ter; (tore /to(r)jtorn Iton; 
Am tam 


tear a'bout; tear about sth (BrE) rear 
AROUND, TEAR AROUND STH 


tear sb/yourself a'part to make sb/yourself 
suffer very much or feel very unhappy: Being 
separated from the children was tearing her 
apart. © Don't tear yourself apart thinking about 
the past. 
® v + n/pron + adv 

tear sb/sth a'part 1 (also tear itself, them- 
selves, etc. a'part) to separate people in a fam- 
ily, an organization, a country, ete. and make 
them argue with or fight against each other: The 
civil war is tearing the country apart. o The fam 
ily was torn apart by conflicting loyalties. o The 
region was tearing itself apart. o Jealousy tore 
them apart, 2 to destroy or defeat sb/sth: to criti- 
cize sb/sth severely: We tore the other team apart 
in the second half > You can’t write that - - you'll 
be torn apart. 
© vtnipron+ady è v+adven 

tear sth a'part 1 to destroy sth by pulling it vio- 

lently so that it breaks into pieces: The dogs tore 

the fox apart. prey YW rip sth apart 2 to 

destroy a building, etc: Hundreds of homes were 

torn apari by the hurricane, o The police tore the 

roam apart looking for drugs. 

© v+nipron+adv è v+adv +n (rare) 


tear itself, themselves, etc. a'part = rear 
SB/STH APART 1 


tear a‘round; tear a'round sth (BrE also 
tear a'bout/round, tear a’bout/round sth) to 
move very quickly from place to place, being 
very busy: The children were tearing around 
shouting. © No wonder you're tired, tearing about 
like that all the time. 
run around, run around sth: rush around. 
rush around sth 
® v+adv « v+prep 


‘tear at sth (with sth) to attack sth violently, espe- 


cially by pulling pieces off it: The brambles tore 
ai her legs. o He tore at the meat with his bare 
hands, 

® v+ prep 


tear sb/yourselfisth a'way (from sb/sth} to 


make sb/yourself stop doing sth they/you enjoy 
in order to do sth else: 7 can’t tear myself away 
from this hook. o Come and visit us, if you can 
tear Bill away from his computer! o He couldn't 
tear his eyes away from (~ stop looking at) 
Mina. 

BY® drag sb/sth/yourself away (from sb/sth} 
© v+ nipran + adv 

> ‘tearaway n (informal) a young person who 
behaves in a wild way or who is not responsible 
or reliable: Her son's a bit of a tearaway, o The 
li-year-old tearaway had burgled several houses. 


tear sth a'way to pull sth violently from the 


thing it is attached to: The floods had torn away 
the base of the bridge. 
@ v+nipron + adv + v+adven 


be ‘torn between A and B io have to make a 


very difficult choice between two things, people, 
etc: Twas torn between my parents and my friend. 
© Jenn was torn between staying at school or 
going to music college. 

®© be+v+ prep 


tear sth ‘down to pull or knock down a building, 


a wall, ete: They re tearing down some vld houses 
to build a new affice block. 

building, house, trees pull sth down: 
demolish sth (more formal) 

@ vtadvin « v+nipron + ady 


tear ‘into sb/sth to attack sb/sth physically or 


with words: He tore into Jed with his fists. o She 
tore into the students if they were late. o (figura- 
tive) They tore into their food (= started eating) as 
if they were starving. 

@ v + prep 


tear sth ‘off. tear sth ‘off sb/sth to remove 


sth quickly by pulling violently: Alice tore off her 
ring and threw iton the ground. o The door was 
nearly torn off its hinges. o If you need a piece of 
paper I'll tear some off my pad. 

@ v+nipron + adv èe v+advtn e v+n/pron+ prep 
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tear sb ‘off a strip; tear a ‘strip off sb (BrE, 
informal to speak angrily to sb you think has 
done sth wrong: The boss tore him off a strip. 


tear sth ‘out; tear sth ‘out of sth to separate 


sth from sth it is attached to, especially with 
your hands: Several pages had been torn out of 
the book. 
@ vtnipron+ adv èe vt+advtn + 

v+nipron + adv + prep 
tear your ‘hair out (informal) to show that 
you are very angry or very worried about sth: J was 
tearing my hair out trying to work out what to do. 


‘tear ‘round: tear ‘round sth (BrE) = TEAR 


AROUND, TEAR AROUND STH 


tear sth ‘up 1 to destroy a piece of paper, a letter, 


etc. by pulling it into pieces: She tore up all the let- 
ters he had sent her o (figurative) The union 
accused the management of tearing up (= ignor- 
ing) the agreement, 68) letter, agreement, 
treaty 337 rip sth up 2 to destroy or damage 
sth, especially by removing it violently from the 
ground: Trees and bushes were torn up by the 
storm. Gdl trees pull sth up; rip sth up 

®© vtnipron+ adv + v+ady+n 


tease {ti:z/ 
tease sth ‘out; tease sth ‘out of sth 1 to try 


to find some information or the meaning of 
sth when this is hidden or not clear: feasing 
out meanings from texts eto tease informa- 
tlontthe truth out of somebody REJ) information, 
answers, truth 2 to remove sth such as knots 
from hair, wool, ete. by gently pulling or brush- 
ing it: Lisa dried her hair carefully, teasing it out 
between her fingers. 3 to separate sth carefully 
from sth else: birds teasing out ripe seeds (from 
plants) o He took a screwdriver and teased out the 
remaining screws. 

© v+n/pron+adv « v+advtn « 

v+no/pron + adv +prep 


tee ti:/ (teed, teed) 
tee ‘off to start a game of golf by hitting the ball 


for the first time: The players eventually teed off 


two hours late. 
@ vt+adv 
tee sb ‘off (AmZ, informal) to make sb angry or 
annoyed 
This phrasal verb is usually used as an 
adjective teed off. 
@ vt+nipront+adv æ v+advi+n 
> teed ‘off adj (AmE, informal) annoyed or 
angry: Her friend was teed off about what she said. 
‘tee ‘up; tee sth ‘up to prepare to hit a golf ball 
by placing it on a small piece of plastic or wood 
stuck in the ground (a tee): The crowd fell silent 
as he teed up. 
@ vtadv + v+nipron + adv 


tell on 
teem /ti:m/ 
teem 'down to rain hard: It was absolutely teem- 
ing down. 


EJE only the rain, it pour down 
You can also say: If was teeming with rain. 
@ v+ adv 

‘teem with sb/sth (usually approving) (usually 
used in the progressive tenses) to have large num- 
bers of people or things moving around: cities 
teeming with lifelpeople > The lake was teeming 
with fish. 
® v+prep 


tell tel (told, told /tauld: AmE tould/) 


tell a'gainst sb (ormai, especially BrE) to be a 
serious disadvantage to sb: Her lack of experi- 
ence told against her. 
count against sb (iess formal) 
®© v+prep 

tell sb/sth a'part to be able to distinguish sb/sth 
from other similar people or things: J cam never 
tell the twins apart. 

@ v+ nfpron + adv 

‘tell sb/sth from sb/sth to distinguish sb/sth 
from another person or thing: It needs skill to tell 
a real diamond from a fake. o Can you tell Tom 
from his twin brother? 

Tell sb/sth from sb/sth is not used in the 
passive. 
@ v+nipron+ prep 

‘tell of sth (formal or literary) to make sth 
known: to give an account of sth: The report fold 

of a series of design errors. o The story tells of the 
love between a prince and a young girl. 
@ v+ prep 

tell sb ‘off (for sthfor doing sth) (informal) to 
speak angrily to sb, especially a child, because 
they have done sth wrong: I told the boys off for 
making so much noise. o You'll get told off if 

you're caught doing that. 

33H) tick sb off, reprimand sb; scold sb (both 
formai) 

& v+nipron+ adv « v+ adv +n (less frequent) 

> telling-‘off (for sth/for doing sth) z [C, usually 
sing.] (informal, especially BrE an act of speak- 
ing angrily to sb, especially a child, because they 
have done sth wrong: You’ve already had one 
telling-off today! o How many tellings-off have 
you had this week? 

‘tall on sb 1 (informal (used mainly by children) 
to tell a teacher or sb in authority that sb has 
done sth wrong: Don’t tell on me, will you? 2 (for- 
mab to have a bad effect on sb/sth: The tong wait 
was telling on his nerves. 
© v+prep 
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tend ‘tend/ 


‘tend to sb/sth to care for sb/sth, especially 

when there is a problem: I'll look after the child 
you tend to the mother o The injured were 

already being tended to. 
attend to sb/sth; see to sb/sth 
Tend to sb/sth can be used in the passive + 
Tend sb/sth can also be used: farmers tending 
their cattle 
@ v+ prep 

‘tend towards sth; ‘tend towards doing 
Sth (less frequent) to take a particular direction 
or have a particular opinion: to have a lot of a 
particular quality: We're tending towards the 
view that all students should study English. o His 
views tend towards the extreme. 
incline to/towards sth 
© v+prep 


tense tens; 


tense ‘up; tense sth ‘up if you tense up or 
tense sth up, you make your muscles stiff and 
tight because you are not relaxed: If you feel that 
you're tensing up, take a few moments to relax. © 
Tense up your arm and leg muscles and then let 
them go. 
{Hi Tense and tense sth are used with the 
same meaning. 
@ viadv ¢ vtadvin è vtprontady e v+ntadv 


test ftest/ 


‘test for sth; ‘test sbisth for sth to examine 
sb/sth to see if a particular substance, etc. is 
present: They are testing for oil in the area. o She 
was tested for hepatitis. o The software has been 
tested for viruses. 

@ v+prep + v+n/pron+ prep 

test sb ‘out to try to find out what qualities sb 
has, how they will react in a particular situation, 
ete: My new boss gave me the most difficult clients 
to deal with, I felt he was really testing me out to 
see if [ would cape. 
© v+n/pron+adv + v+adv +n (less frequent) 

test sth ‘out (on sb/sth) to try an idea, a 
machine, a product, etc. to see if it works well or 
if people like it: Let me test this idea out on you. o 
When you buy a bed, test it out in the shop. 
bej idea, theory, equipment try sb/sth 
out (on sb/sth) 

Test sth can also be used with the same 
meaning. 
®© v+ni/pron+ adv + v+adven 


testify "testifay/ (testifies, testifying, testi- 
fied, testified) 


‘testify to sth to show or be evidence that sth is 
true: Vijay's school reporis testified to his ability, 
© v+ prep 


thaw o; 


thaw ‘out if ice or snow thaws out, it becomes 
water again: Britain is thawing out after the big 
freeze( there has been a lot of snow and ice). 
@ v + adv 

thaw ‘out: thaw sth ‘out 4 to become, or to let 
frozen food become, soft and ready to cook: He 
took the meat out of the freezer and left it to thaw 
out. oto thaw out meatifish defrost, 
defrost sth 2 (informal) to become, or to let sth 
become, warmer after being very cold: Come in 
and thaw out by the fire! o My feet are frozen! I 
need to thaw them out. © (figurative) She was very 
shy at first, but she soon thawed out. ` 
Thaw and thaw sth can also be used with 
these meanings. 
®vtadv +» v+nipron+adv + v+adv+n 


thin (6m; (-nn- 


thin sth ‘down (with sth) to make a liquid less 
thick or strong, for example by adding water to 
it: The paint needs to be thinned down teith water 
before you use it. 
UA Thin sth is used more frequently. 
@ vtadvtn + v+nipron+ adv 

ithin ‘out to become fewer in number, or less 
thick: The crowd had thinned out and only a feu: 
people were left. o Once they were clear af the city, 
the traffic started to thin out. o The trees began to 
thin out as we climbed higher. 
susi crowd, trees, traffic 
@ v+adv 


thin sth ‘out to reduce the number of sth so that 
there is more space between them: Thin out the 
seedlings to about 10cm apart. 
plants 
Q vtadvt+n + v+nipron+ adv 


think /Omk/ (thought, thought /69:1/) 


‘think about sb/sth 1 to have ideas or images in 
your mind; to remember sb/sth: Jcan‘t stop think- 
ing about her o All he ever thinks about is money. 
o it doesn't bear thinking about. o When I was 
alone, I Just sat and thought about things. 2 (also 
'think of sb/sth) to consider sb/sth: /t’s time you 
stopped being so selfish and started thinking 
ahout other peonle! take sb/sth into 
account 
@ v+prep 
EN iffwhen you ‘think about it used to draw 
attention to a fact that is not obvious or has nol 
been mentioned before: M must have been terrible 
when you think about it. 

‘think about sth: ‘think about doing sth to 
use your mind to consider sth, such as your 
future plans, to try to solve problems. ete: PH 
think about itand let you know tomorrow, o She's 
thinking about changing her job. o Have you 
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thought about what you'll do if you don’t get a 
place at college? o ‘What did I do wrong?’ ‘Just 
think about it? 
Q v+ prep 
think ‘twice about sth/about doing sth to 
think carefully before you decide to do sth: /’d 
think twice about calling him if [were you. 
think a‘head (to sth) to think carefully about 
what might happen in the future; to plan for the 
future: Even when their children are very young, 
parents are thinking ahead to exams and jobs. © 
Pilots are trained to think ahead. 
@ v+adv 
think ‘back (to sth) to remember or think about 
sth that happened in the past: Ske thought back 
to the day they first met. o Thinking beck, I'm 
sure I noticed there was something strange. 
@ vtadv 
think for your'self to make your own decisions, 
form your own opinions, cte. without depending 
on other people: You need to learn to think for 
yourself o Our parents always encouraged us to 
think for ourselves, 
@ v+prep+ pron 
think of sb/sth 14 to have an image or idea of a 
particular person or thing in your mind: When I 
said that, I wasn't thinking of anyone in particu- 
lar o He thought of how happy his parents would 
be to see RUN., 2 = THINK ABOUT SB/STH 2 Just tink 
of the consequences if you give up your job.3 to 
ereate an idea in your imagination: Who first 
thought of the idea? o Can you think of anyone 
who could help? o Hasn't this idea ever been 
thought of before? 4 (used especially with can) to 
remember sb/sth: J can’t think of his name at the 
moment. o I was just thinking of the wonderful 
trip we had, 5 (as sb/sth) to consider sb/sth from 
a particular point of view: I still think of Oxford 
as my home. © Franco thought of his landlady as 
his ‘English mother’. oI don’t really think of 
myself as a businesswoman, o Jenni hates being 
thought of asa little girl. 
fia Think of sb/sth can be used in the passive, 
especially in meanings 3and6 
® v + prep 
come to ‘think of it used when you suddenly 
remember sth or realize that it might be import- 
ant: Come to think of it, he did mention seeing you 
yesterday, not think much of sb/sth to not havea 
very high opinion of sb/sth: J didn’t think much 
of her new boyfriend. think ‘better of it/of doing 
sth to decide not to do sth you had planned to do 
after you have thought about it: J was about to tell 
him the truth, but I thought better of it. think the 
‘world of sb to have a very high opinion of sb; to 
love sb very much: He thinks the world of his 
daughter. 
'think of doing sth 1 to consider that you might 
do sth: They’re thinking of moving to America. © 
I did think of resigning, but [ decided against tt. 


thrash 


contemplate sth (more formal) 2 to 
imagine an actual or a possible situation: I'd 
never have thought of doing that! oI couldn't 
think of letting you take the blame (= I wouldn't 
allow you to do this). In this meaning 
think of doing sth is often used in negative sen- 
tences. 
E think ‘nothing of doing sth to consider that 
doing sth is normal and not very difficult: She 
thinks nothing of walking all the way home in the 
rain. 

think sth ‘out to consider all the details of sth 
carefully, especially in order to find an answer or 
a solution to a problem: She needed to be alone to 
think things out. o 1 thought out what I was 
going to say before I phoned. © a well-thought-out 
training programme 
®© v+nipron + adv + vt adven 

think sth ‘over to consider sth carefully espe- 
cially before making a decision: Please think 
over what I’ve said, o I'd like more time to think 
things over. 
mull sth over 
@ vtadvtn + v+nipron+adv 

think sth ‘through to consider a problem fully: 
Careers advisers can help you think through your 
choices. o Take my advice and think things 
through before you do anything. 
@ vtadv+n » v+n/pron + adv 

think sth ‘up (informa) to create an idea, a plan, 
a story, etc. in your mind: We need to think up a 
new name for the group. o Can't you think up a 
better excuse than that? 
devise sth (more forma), invent sth (more 
formal) 
@ vtadv+n + v+pron+adyv « vt+n+adv (rare) 


thirst /&:st Amz 8arst/ 

'thirst for sth (/iterary) to be eager for sth; to 
want sth very much: Our opponents were thirst- 
ing for revenge. 
© vtprep 


thrash /erzs; 


thrash a'round (aiso thrash a'bout especially 
BrE) to move about in a violent, uncontrolled 
way: He thrashed around in the water, gasping for 
breath, 
@ vt adv 

thrash sth ‘out to discuss sth thoroughly and in 
an open and honest way to try to find a solution: 
He called a meeting to thrash out the problem. © 
Eventually they thrashed out an agreement. 
problem, details, agreement, deal 
hash sth out (AmE, informat) 
@ vi advin e v+pront+ adv + vtn + ady (less fre- 

quent) 
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thrill en; 


‘thrill to sth (formal) to feel very excited at sth: 
Audiences thrilled to his performance in Macbeth. 
@ v+prep 


thrive Sratv; (thrived, thrived, AmE also 
throve /Srauv; AME @rouv/ thriven arrn 


'thrive on sth to enjoy or be successful in a situ- 
ation or condition that other people would not 
like: He thrives on hard work. o Sue and Jack 
seem to thrive on arguments. 

@ v+prep 


throttle /6rotl, AmE ‘@ra:tl; 


throttle ‘back (also throttle ‘down Jess fre- 
quent) to control the supply of fuel or power to an 
engine in order to reduce the speed of a vehicle: 
The pilot got very low before he throttled back. 
@ v+adv 

throttle ‘up (rare) to control the supply of fuel or 
power to an engine in order to increase the speed 
of a vehicle 
@ vt adv 


throw rau, AME frou! (threw /6ru:/, thrown 
/@raun: AME Broun) 


~ about 312 ~ into 
~ around ~ off 
~ aside 313 ~on 
~ at ~ onto 
311 ~ away ~ out, out of 
~ back ~ over 
~ back at 314 ~ round 
~ back on ~ together 
~ down ~ up 


~in ~ upon 


throw sb/yourself a'bout; throw sbyyour- 
self a'bout sth (especially BrE) = TAROW sp! 
YOURSELF AROUND, THROW SB/YOURSELE AROUND 
STH 

throw sth a'bout (especially BrE) THROW STH 
AROUND 

throw sth a'bout: throw sth a'bout sth 
(especially BrE) = THROW STH AROUND, THROW 
STH AROUND STH 

throw sth a'bout sb/sth (BrE) = THROW STH 

AROUND SB/STH 

throw sb/yourself around; throw sb/ 

yourself a'round sth (BrE also throw sb/ 

yourself a'bout, throw sb/yourself a'bout sth 

especially BrE) to make sb/yourself move about 

suddenly and violently, often causing injury: The 

passengers were thrown around in the crash. o 

The child was screaming and throwing himself 

around. o The band threw themselves around the 

stage ike madmen. 

@ v+ni/pron+adyv + ¥+n/pron+ prep 


throw sth a'round (BrE alsv throw sth a'bout) 
1 to say sth, discuss sth, etc. in a general way: 
you can't just throw accusations around like that! 
© Let's have an initial meeting to throw some 
ideas about, accusations, ideas S5¥%) toss 
sth around 2 to spend time throwing sth such as 
a ball from one person to another, in a not very 
serious way: They were in the yard throwing a 
ball around. ball 3 to move part of your 
body around violently: Ske was speaking 
excitedly throwing her arms around. arms. 
head 
@ v + nipron + adv 
throw your ‘money around to spend a lot of 
money in a very careless way, often in order to 
impress people: John hates people being well off 
and throwing their money about. throw your 
‘weight around (informa) to use your authority 
too aggressively to achieve what you want: She 
enjoys throwing her weight about and making 
people do what she wants. 


throw sth a'round; throw sth a'round sth 


{also throw sth a’bout/‘round, throw sth 
a'bout’round sth especially BrE) to send sth 
from your hand in different directions, often 
because you are angry: How do you stop babies 
throwing their food around? o Jeff got so angry 
that he started throwing furniture about. 
People were throwing glasses round the roam. 

®© v+nipron + adv è v+n/pron + prep 


throw sth a'round sb/sth (BrE also throw sth 


a’bout/round sb/sth) 4 if you throw your arms 
around sh, you hold them tightly to show that 
you Jove them or wish to thank them for sth: 
Diana rushed up to her father threw her arms 
around himihis neck and kissed him. 2 to put sth 
quickly around sbisth: We threw blankets around 
ourselves to keep warm. oa silk scarf thrown 
casually around the shoulders 3 to put a barrier 
around a place so that people cannot enter or 
leave: “A security cordon had been thrown around 
the area. 

@ v + pron + prep 


throw sth a’side 4 to put sth quickly to one 


side, often because you are angry or in a hurry: 
She read the letter and immediately threw it aside. 
i8¥N) cast sth aside (formal), toss sth aside 
(formal) 2 to reject sth such as an attitude, an 
idea, a way of life. etc: AH loyalties were thrown 
aside once the competition started. oto throw 
aside  sentimentalityinervousness oto throw 
‘side a system cast sth aside (formal 

@ v+nipron+adv è v+advtn 


‘throw sth at sb 1 to direct sth such as a remark, 


a question, etc. at sb, often in an aggressive way: 
She threw a look of contempt at me. ò to throw 
insultsfaccusations at somebody o He has an 
answer for any question you can throw at him. 
question, look, accusation You can 
also say: She threw me a look of contempt. 2 to do 


3il 


sth or give sb sth that tests their abilities and 
skills: You never know what life’s going to throw 
at you. © We can cope with anything our opporre 
ents throw at us. GBI everything, anything, 
whatever 

© v + nipron + prep 

ithrow sth at sb/sth to throw an object in the 
direction of sb/sth, trying to make it hit them: He 
threw stones at the window to try to catch their 
attention. 

@ v + nipron + prep 

ETS throw the ‘book at sb (informa) to punish 
sb who has committed an offence very severely 
throw ‘money at sth (disapproving) to try to 
solve a difficult situation or problem by spend- 
ing lots of money on it rather than considering 
other ways of dealing with it: You can't solve the 
problem by throwing money at tt. 

‘throw yourself at sb (informal, disapproving) 
(usually of a woman) to be too eager to try to 
attract sb, because you want to have a romantic 
relationship with them: He was flattered that 
such an attractive wornan as Nell was throwing 
herself at him. 
fling yourself at sb 
© v+pron+ prep 

‘throw yourself at sb/sth to rush or jump vio- 
lently towards or onto sb/sth: The dogs threw 
themselves at the gate. 
® v+ pron + prep 

throw sth a'way 1 (also throw sth ‘out) to get 
rid of sth that has no use or that you no longer 
need: She never throws anything away o The 
average household throws away 3 kilos of waste 
every week, YD discard sth (snore formal) 2 to 
fail to make good use of sth; to waste sth: She's 
throwing away a great opportunity. © The team 
threw away a 2-0 lead (= they were winning, but 
then lost the game). chance, lead, money, 
opportunity 
& v+nipron+adv + v+adv+n 
+ throwaway adj (only before noun] 1 a throw- 
away product is intended to be used only once, 
or for a short time and then to be got rid of: a 
throwaway Ughterfrazor o our throwaway cul- 
turelsociety ( we expect to use things once and 
then throw them away) 2 4 throwaway remark, 
line or comment is sth you say casually without 
careful thought, often in order to be funny: Some 
people overreacted to what was only a threwatway 
remark. 

throw yourself a'way (on sb) to have a rela- 
tionship with sb, or work for sb, who is not good 
enough for you or does not deserve you: Don’t 
throu: yourself away on somebody like him. 
@ v + pron + adv 

throw sth ‘back 1 to return sth with a sharp 
movement of your arm or wrist: Can you throw 
the ball back to me? 2 to put sth quickly and care- 


throw in 


lessiy in the place where it was before: Just 
throw those papers back in the drawer when 
you've finished with them. 3 if you throw back 
your head or your shoulders, you move them 
backwards suddenly: She threw back her head 
and laughed. GEJ head, shoulders 4 to pull or 
fold back a covering, especially on a bed: He 
threw back the bedclothes and Jumped out of bed. 
covers, bedclothes 

@ v+nipron+ adv + vtadvtn 

» ‘throwback (to sth) z: [C, usually sing.] sb/sth 
that is very similar to sb/sth that existed a long 
time ago: This music is a real throwback to the 
seventies. 


throw sth ‘back at sb 1 to remind sb of sth 


they have said or done in the past, especially to 
upset or annoy them: His unwise remark was fre- 
quently thrown back at him by his colleagues. 
words, remark 2 to reply angrily to sb: ‘It was 
your fault!’ he threw back at her. 
@ 1+ n/pron+ adv + prep 

2 v+ speech + ady + prep 


be thrown ‘back on sth to be forced to rely on 


sth which you have not needed for a while 
because nothing else is available: The television 
broke down so we were thrown back on our own 
resources {- we had to entertain ourselves). 

@ be+v+adv+ prep 


throw sb/sth ‘down, throw sb/sth ‘down 


sth to send sb/sth from your hand suddenly and 
violently downwards: Ellie threw the book down 
on the table. o Jed threw her down on the sofa. © 
Throw the rest of the medicine down the sink. © 
Her husband threw her down the stairs. 

@ v+nipron+ adv + v+advtn è v+a/pront prep 


throw sth ‘down 1 to drop or put your weapons 


down to show that you do not wish to fight any 
longer: The rebels have thrown down their arms. 
weapons, arms 2 to eat or swallow food or 
drink very quickly: He threw his dinner down in 
two minutes and raced out of the house. 3 to stg- 
gest that sh should do sth you think they will not 
be willing or able to do: She threw down a direct 
challenge for him to tell them the truth. only 
challenge 

© 1,2v+advin + v+pron+adv + yv +n + adv (rare) 

3vtadvene v+n+tadv (rare) 

throw down the ‘gauntiet to invite sb to fight 
or compete with you 


throw yourself ‘down to move suddenly and 


violently so that you fall down to the ground: Ske 
threw herself down on the grass. 

-> see also THROW SB/STH DOWN 

© v+pron+ adv 


throw sb ‘in/into sth (usually used in the pas- 


sive) to force or order sb to enter a prison and 
stay there: l'H have you thrown in jail for that! o 
He was thrown into a police cell overnight. 

@ v+ni/pron + prep 


throw in : 
a 


throw sb/sth/yourself ‘in. throw sb/sth; 
yourself 'in‘into sth to push or move sh/sth/ 
yourself roughly or violently into sth, such as 
water or a building: Sam opened the door of the 
shed and threw his bike in. o Did Eva throw her- 
self in the river or was she pushed? 
$ v+nipron+adv « v+adv +n (less frequent) + 

v+nfpron + prep 

throw sb in at the ‘deep end (informal (usu- 
aily used in the passive) to introduce sb to the 
most difficult part of an activity or job, espe- 
cially an activity they have not been prepared for 
+ ‘throw-in 7 (in football and rugby) the act of 
throwing the ball back onto the playing field 
after it has gone outside the arca 


throw sth ‘in 1 to include sth with what you are 
selling or offering, without increasing the price: 
The job pays £25000, with a company car thrown 
in. 2 to add a remark, comment, etc. casually or 
unexpectedly: Jack threw in the odd encouraging 
comment. © T wouldn't mind coming,’ she threw 
in casually. 
@ vt adve+n + v+nipron+ adv 

2 also v + adv + speech 

Gi throw in your ‘lot with sb/sth (nformad to 
decide to join sb‘sth and share all their successes 
and problems throw In the ‘towel: throw in your 
‘hand (informal) to admit that you are defeated 
and stop trying to do sth: Decorating my apart. 
ment isn't easy, but I'm not ready to throw in the 
towel yet. 

‘throw sb into sth = THROW sz IN/INTO STII 

throw sb/sth ‘into sth to put sb/sth suddenly in 
a particular state. especially a bad one: His 
announcement threw everyone into confusion. 
© Her arrival threw him into a panic. o Traffic 
was thrown into chaos by the accident. 
@ v+nipron+ prep 
[throw sth into ‘doubt/question to make 
people wonder whether sth is true, correct, 
appropriate, etc. or whether it will be able to can- 
tinue: The future of the company has been thrown 
into question by recent events. throw sth into 
(sharp) relief 1 fo make an object more notice- 
able than others around it: The sunlight threw 
the objects in the room inte sharp retief 2 to make 
a particular situation, problem, etc. more notice- 
able than before: Their differences have been 
thrown into sharp relief by the present crisis. 


throw sb/sth/yourself ‘into sth = THROW sp/ 
STIVYOURSELE IN, THROW SB/STIIAYOURSELF IN/ 
INTO STH 

throw sth ‘Into sth 1 to use a lot of energy or 
resources to try to make sth successful: He's 
thrown all his energy into this project. 2- THROW 
SR/STH/YOURSELF IN, THROW SB/STH/YOURSELE 
INJINTO STH 

@ v+nipron + prep 


throw yourself ‘into sth 1 (aiso throw your- 
self ‘into doing sth) to begin to do sth with 
energy and often enthusiasm: Laura threw her- 
self into her work to try and forget him. o He 
threw himself into writing his report. fling 
yourself into sth 2 = THROW SB/STH/YOURSELF IN, 
THROW SB/STH/YOURSELF IN/AINTO STH 
® v + pron + prep 

throw sb ‘off, throw sb ‘off sth to order sb to 
leave a place: Farmers are being thrown off their 
land. o If he finds you on his property heH throw 
you off 
@ v+nipron+ adv « v+adv+n (less frequent) + 

V+nmpron + prep 


throw sb/sth ‘off, throw sb/sth ‘off sth 1 tu 


getridof sb/sth that is making you suffer, annoy- 
ing you, following you, etc.; to free yourself from 
sb/sth: fo throw aff repressionidomination o to 
throw off angerifamily worriesitroublesome 
thoughts o They waded through a stream to 
throw the dogs off (= so that they could not 
folllow them). o J tried every way I could think of 
fo throw him off o She wants to throw off her old 
image and start again. o I can’t seem to throw off 
this cold. 2 to disturb sb‘sth who is trying to do 
sth, making them fail or not behave as usual: The 
director came in while I was speaking and that 
threw me off a bit. put sb off, put sb off sth 
@ v+nipron+ adv + v+adv+n + v+n/pron+ prep 
throw sb off ‘balance 1 to make sb unsteady 
and likely to fall: J was thrown off balance by the 
sudden gust of wind. 2 to make sb surprised and 
no longer calm: The senator was thrown off bal- 
ance by the unexpected question. throw sb off 
‘course 1 if sb/sth is thrown off course, they 
are forced away from the direction they should 
be travelling in: The plane was thrown off course 
in dense fog. 2 to force sb to change the direction 
in which their ideas or actions are moving: The 
government was thrown off course by labour and 
economic problems. throw sb off the ‘scent todo 
sth to stop sb finding you or discovering a secret: 
She changed taxis to throw her pursuers off the 
scent. © Lisa told her parents she was going to a 
friend’s house to throw them off the scent (= she 
was really going somewhere else). 


throw sth ‘off to remove your clothes or sth 


covering your body quickly and carelessly: She 
threw off her clothes and leapt into the river 

387N) fling sth off 0P* throw sth on 

@ vi advin + v+nipron+ adv 


throw sb/sth/yourself ‘off, throw sb/sth; 


yourself ‘off sth to send or push sb/sth vio- 
lently from a high place: to jump from a high 
place: Ed wus threatening to throw himself off 
the roof o The sledge hita bump and threw me off 
© v+nipron + adv + v+n/pron+ prep 
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throw sth ‘on to put on a piece of clothing 


quickly and carelessly: He threw on his clothes 
and ran downstairs. o UH just throw a coat on 
and then I'll be ready. 

fling sth on throw sth off 

@ vtadv+n + v+ni/pron+adv 


throw sb/sth ‘on; throw sb/sth ‘on/onto 


sth; throw yourself 'on/onto sth to send 
or push sb/sth violently onto sth: Jamie angrily 
threw the book onto the table. o The fire wasn't 
burning well, so we threw on more wood. 

@ viadv+n + v+n/pron+adv + v+nipron + prep 


throw sth on sb/sth (alse throw sth u'pon 


sb/sth more formal) 4 if sb/sth throws doubt or 
suspicion on sb/sth, people start ta wonder if sth 
is true, is what it seems to be, will continue, etc: 
New evidence threw doubt on Tom's innocence. © 
This controversy throws doubt on her political 
future. o The murder wes carefully planned to 
throw suspicion on the woman's husband (— to 
make him appear guilty). o They tried to throw 
suspicion on us. REJ doubt, suspicion 2 (formal) 
to cover sb/sth in light or shadows: The lamp 
threw strange shadows on his face. (G83) light. 
shadows 

@ v+n+prep 

EX throw 'light on sth to make a problem, etc. 
easier to understand: / thought you might be able 
to throw some light on the matter > Recent 
research has thrown new light on the cause of the 
disease. 


throw yourself on sb/sth (also ‘throw your- 


self onto sb/sth less frequent) to run towards 
sb/sth and fall onto them: She threw herself on 
him and burst into fears. 

-> see also THROW SBH/STH ON, THROW SB/STH 
ON/ONTO STH, THROW YOURSELF ON/ONTO STH 

© v + pron+ prep 

throw yourself on sb's ‘mercy (formal) to 
put yourself in a position where you must rely 
on sb to be kind to vou and not harm or punish 
you: He threw himself on the mercy of his captors. 


throw sb/sth/yourself ‘onto sth THROW sx/ 


STH ON, THROW SB/STH ON/ONTO STH, THROW 
YOURSELF ON/ONTO STH 


throw sb ‘out; throw sb ‘out of sth to force 


sb to leave a place, their home, a job, etc: Tim's 
parents threw him out when he was 18. o When 
the mine closed down, 50 people were thrown out of 
their jobs. o When she failed her exams, she was 
thrown out of college. o Many families have been 
thrown out into the street (= made to leave their 
homes). 
TY") boot sb out, boot sb out of sth; kick sb 
out, kick sb out of sth (both informal) 
Throw sb out is often used in the passive. 
@ v+npront+adv e vtadv+n è 

v + n/pron + adv + prep 


throw over 


‘throw sb/sth ‘out to confuse sb/sth; to make sb 


make a mistake: to make sth wrong. One of the 
figures was wrong and it threw me out completely. 
ò Some unexpected costs threw our calculations 
out by £4000. 

BEJ calculations 

@ v+npron+adv è v+adv+n 


throw sth ‘out 1 =THROW STH AWAY LIE's time we 


threw that old chair out. 2 to reject sth such as a 
proposal, an idea, ete: The committee have 
thrown out the proposal for a new supermarket. © 
The case was thrown out of court i= macourtof 
law). bill, case, proposals Throw sth 
out is often used in the passive in this meaning. 
3 to mention sth, usually in a casual way, for 
people to think about: She threw out a few ideas 
for us to consider. o We are throwing out a chal- 
lenge to residents to help clean up our neighbour- 
hood, E33 idea, challenge 4 to produce sth such 
as heat, light, smoke, ete: The fire throws out a lot 
of heat. o The lamp threw out just enough light to 
read by. GED heat, light O emit sth 5 to move 
a hand or arm suddenly away from your body: 
She threw herarm out to protect herself as she fell. 
hand, arm 

@ vtadvtn + v+n/pron+ adv 

EI throw the baby out with the ‘bathwater 
(informal) to lose sth that you want at the same 
time as you are trying to get rid of sth that you do 
not want 


throw sb/sth ‘out, throw yourself ‘out: 


throw sb/sth ‘out of sth; throw yourself 
‘out of sth to push or send sb/sth/yourself for- 
ward and out of a place: Frank quickly opened the 
window and threw his cigarette out. o He threw 
himself out of the window and was killed. 
© v+nipront+adv e vtadvin « 

v+ nipron + adv + prep 


throw sb ‘over (old-fashioned) to end a relation- 


ship with sb: His girlfriend threw him over Jor 
somebody else. 

chuck sb (BrE, slang), dump sb (informal) 
© v+nipront+adv + vtadven 


throw sb/sth ‘over, throw yourself ‘over: 


throw sbisth/yourself ‘over sth to move or 
push sb/sth so that they move over the top of sth 
and land on the other side of it; to move yourself 
violently in this way: Throw a rope over and Ili 
catch it on the other side. o I threw myself over the 
wail to escape from the dog. © Jay took off his coat 
and threw it over a chair (= so it rested on the 
back of a chair). 
@ v+nipron+ adv + v+adv +n (less frequent) + 
v+nipron+ prep 
throw sth over your ‘shoulder if you throw 
a remark, acomment, or a look over your shoul- 
der, you turn your head to say sth to sb or to look 
at sb: ‘ind don’t bother phoning me!’ she threw 
over her shoulder as she left. 
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throw sth ‘over (to sb) (informal) to pass sth to 
sb ina casual way: He threw the paper over to me. 
© Will you throw over those keys? 
You can also use throw sb over sth and 
throw sb sth over: Will you throw me over the 
paper? o Wil you throw me the paper over? 
@ v+n/pront+adv + vtadvin 

throw sth ‘over sb/sth to quickly place sth so 
that it covers sb/sth: J threw a blanket over the 
baby to keep him warm. o He threw a coat over 
his pyjamas and ran out into the street. 
© v+n/pron + prep 

throw sth ‘round; throw sth ‘round sth = 
THROW STH AROUND, THROW STH AROUND STII 

throw sth ‘round sb/sth (especially BrE :: 
THROW STH AROUND SB/STH 1 We threw blankets 


Pet eer eer eter eee tte Tere ere TT cree ere tee eee Te ere rere Teter i tre. errr eee ee ees 


deemed me Ea ea ee ee TO ee ee 


She threw her arms up in horror hand, arm 
5 to make sth such as dust or water rise up into 
the air: The wheels threw upa shower of mud and 
unter. dust, mud 

@® vtadv+n è v+nipron+ adv 


throw sth u'pon sb/sth =THROW STIH on SB/STH 


thrust jocast/ (thrust, thrust) 


thrust sth a'side to refuse to listen to sb's com- 


plaints, comments, ete: AH our objections were 
thrust aside. 
@ v + n/pron+ adv + v tady+n 


‘thrust sb/sth on sb (also ‘thrust sb/sth upon 


sb more formal) to force sb to accept sb/sth or do 
sth that they do not want to: Responsibility for the 
family was thrust upon himatan early age. © She 


round ourselves to keep warm. o She threw her 
arms round meiniy neck, 


throw sth 'round sth (BrE) 
> see alsa THROW STH AROUND, THROW STH 
AROUND STH 


throw sb to'gether to bring people into contact 
with each other, often casually: Fate had thrown 
them together. 
Throw sb together is often used in the 
passive: We were strangers, Mirown together by 
circumstance. 
@ v+nipron+ adv + vtadven 


throw sth to'gether to make or produce sth 
roughly or quickly, often with things that you 
can find easily: Pll just throw together a quick 
supper oò Can you throw a report together by 
tomorrow morning? 
@ vtadven è v+nipron+ adv 

throw ‘up (aiso throw sth ‘up fess frequent) 
(informed to bring food you have eaten back out 
of your mouth: The smell made me want to throw 
up. © He ate the meal and immediately threw it all 
up. 
bring sth up; vomit, vomit sth 
@ vtadve«vtadvtn + v+n/pron+adyv 


throw sb/sth ‘up to lift sb/sth and make them 
move upwards into the air by moving your hand 
quickly: The baby loved being thrown up into 
the air. © 
& vt+nipron+ adv 


throw sth ‘up 1 to produce sth; to show or make 
people notice sth: Her research has thrown up 
some interesting facts. o The competition threw 
up some promising players. problems, ques- 
tions, ideas, facts 2 (BrE, informal) to leave 
your job suddenly and often unexpectedly: He 
threw up a highly paid job to travel round the 
world. job chuck sth in/up (BrE, infor- 
mal), give sth up (informal) 3 to build sth sud- 
denly or quickly, and often carelessly: These 
buildings were thrown up hurriedly after the war 
buildings 4 if you throw up your arms or 
hands, you raise them quickly in the air: He 
threw up his hands to protect his face as he fell. o 


was annoyed at having three extra guests sud- 
dently thrust upon her 

role. responsibility, change 

is Thrust shisth on/upon sb is often used in 
the passive. 

© v+n/pron + prep 


thumb mami 


thumb ‘through sth to turn the pages of a 
book, a magazine, etc. looking at them quickly: 
She thumbed through her diary. 

EJ book, pages 7X flick through sth 
® v+prep 


tick (uk; 


tick a'way; tick sth a'way if a clock ticks 
away or ticks the minutes or seconds away, it 
makes continuous short light regular sounds to 
mark time passing: The clock ticked away in the 
silence. o We waited as the clock ticked away the 
last few seconds of the old millennium. 
@ vtadv « v+advtn « v+npron + adv 


tick a'way/by/past (of time) to pass, espe- 


cially when you feel it is passing too quickly or 
too slowly: The seconds ticked by as I tried to 
think of something to say o Two long minutes 
ticked past. minutes, seconds, time 

@ vt adv 


tick sb ‘off 1 (for sth/for doing sth) (BrE. infor- 


mat) to speak angrily to sb, especially a child, 
because they have done sth wrong: J was ticked 
off for forgetting my books. tell sb off; 
scold sb (more formal) 2 (informal, especially 
AmE) to annoy sh: This type af thing really ticks 
me off hack sb off (BrE) 

@ v+nipron+ adv + vtadven 

» ticked ‘off adj (informal, especially AmE) 
annoyed: I was really ticked off about it. 

» ticking ‘off (for sth/for doing sth) n [sing.] (old- 
fashioned, BrE, informal the act of speaking to 
somebody angrily because they have done sth 
wrong: He gave me a ticking off for being late for 
class. 
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tick sb/sth ‘off (BrE) (AmE check sb/eth ‘off) 


to put a mark next to sth on a list to show that it 
has been dealt with: Al ticked off the names of the 
people who had replied. o Everything on the list 
had been ticked off o She ticked the points off on 
her fingers. 

EJ points, items 

© vtadvtn e v+n/pron+ady 


tick ‘over (especially BrE) (usually used in the 


progressive tenses) 1 if an engine is ticking over 
it is running slowly but the vehicle is not mov- 
ing: Don’t leave the engine ticking over while you 
are in the shop. o (figurative) Learning Japanese 
keeps my brain ticking over! Glad engine 
idle 2 to continue slowly without producing or 
achieving much: Tryand keep things ticking over 
while I'm away. things 

@ vtadv 

tick ‘past = TICK AWAY/BY/PAST 


tide jtad/ 


tide sb ‘over: tide sb ‘over sth to help sb 
through a difficult period by providing what 
they need: We've got enough money to tide us over 
until next month. o Our savings should tide us 
over the next couple of months. money, loan 
GEM Tide sb over is usually used in the infini- 
tive form. It cannot be used in the passive. 
© v+nipron+ady + v+nipron + prep 


tidy “tardi; (tidies, tidying, tidied, tidied) 


tidy sth a’way (rE) to put things in a particu- 
lar place where they cannot be seen so that a 
room, etc. appears tidy: Harry was busy tidying 
away his papers in the office. 
clear away, clear sth away 
@ v+tadvt+n + v+n/pron+ adv 

tidy sth ‘out (BrE) 10 make a room, a cupboard, 
etc. tidy by removing things you do not want and 
arranging the rest neatly: It’s time fo tidy out the 
kitchen cupboards. 
cupbeard, drawer, room clear sth 
out 
@ vtadv+n e v+nipran+ adv 

tidy ‘up: tidy sth ‘up (especially BrE) to make a 
room, a group of things, etc. tidy by arranging 
things neatly in the correct places: Don't forget to 
tidy up when you've finished. o The whole place 
needs tidying up. o [ve just gota bitof tidying up 
to do. o I'd better tidy my desk up. 
clear up, clear sth up 
@ v+adv + v+nipron+ adv + v+advtn 

tidy sb ‘up; tidy yourself ‘up (especially BrE) 
to make sb/yourself look cleaner and smarter: 
How about tidying yourself up a bit before we go 
out? 
@ v+nipron+ adv + vtadve+n 


tie up 


tidy sth ‘up (BrE) 1 to finish sth such as a piece 


of written work by dealing with the last details 
wellor correctly: My lecture still needs tidying up. 
room, mess, house clear sth up 2 to 
make sure that things are dealt with correctly: 
He had to go to Boston to tidy up his brother's 
affairs (= after his brother had died). 

®© vinipront+adv + vtadvtn 


tie tai; (ties. tying, tied, tied) 
tie sb ‘down 1 (also tie yourself ‘'down) (to 


sth/to doing sth) to restrict sb’s activities or free- 
dom, for example by making them accept par- 
ticular conditions or by keeping them busy: We 
managed to tie him down toa date for the meeting. 
© She didn't want to be tied down by a full-time 
job. o I don't want to be tied down to coming back 
at a particular time. o Do you really want to tie 
yourself down at 18 witha husband, a home and a 
baby? 2 to do sth so that an enemy force is kept 
busy and has to stay in a particular area: 
Guerrilla activity kept the army tied down tn the 
mountains, troops, police 
@ 1v +n/pron + ady 

2v+advtn « v+ni/pron+ adv 


tie ‘In (with sth) to fit or be in agreement with sth: 


This new evidence ties in with the witness's state- 
ment. o That doesn’t tie in with what you said 
yesterday. 
@ vt+adv 


tie ‘in (with sth), tie sth ‘in (with sth) to link sth 


or be linked to sth; to happen or to arrange for sth 
to happen at the same time as sth else: The book 
was intended to tie in with the TV series. © Jack 
couldn't be tied in with the murder. o The release 
of their new album will be tied in with the tour 

© vtadv è v+n/pron+ adv è vtadven 

b ‘tie-in 2 1 (BrE) a product such as a book ora 
toy that is sold in close connection with a 
film/movie, television programme, etc: televi- 
sionifilm tie-ins o tie-in books/toysisales 2 (espe- 
cially Am} a link or a relationship with sth: a 
tie-in to the main subject 


tie sth ‘off to put a knot in the end of sth; to close 


sth with string, thread, ete: fo tie off a repelan 
artery 
@ vtadven « v+nipron+ adv 


tie ‘up; tie sth ‘up 4 to attach a boat to a fixed 


point with a rope: The barge tied up at the quay. © 
Ben tied the boat up and jumped ashore. 2 to close 
or fasten sth with a knot; to be closed or fastened. 
in this way: Pm so fat my bathrobe won't tie up! > 
to tie up a garbage bag 

@ vtadv e vtniprontady « v+adv+n 


tie sb ‘up 1 to tie sb's arms and legs tightly so 


that they cannot move or escape: The gang ted 
up the security guard and put a gag in his mouth. 
2 to keep sb so busy that they have no time for 
other things: l'm tied up in a meeting until three. 
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© Sorry I'm late --I was tied up at the office. 
Tie sb up is usually used in the passive in this 
meaning. 

@ v+nipron+adv « v+adven 


tie sth ‘up 1 to make sth secure by putting 
string, rope, ete. around it, or attaching it to sth 
else: He tied the parcel up with a ribbon. o He tied 
the dog up outside. 2 (with sth) to connect or link 
sth to sth else: Her behaviour is tied up with her 
feelings of guilt. o Do you think these two inei- 
dents are tied up? Tie sth up is usually used 
in the passive in this meaning. 3 (in sth) to invest 
money so that it is not easily available for use: 
Most of our capital is tied up in property 
money, capital, resources, assets lock 
sth up Tie sth up is often used in the pas- 
sive in this meaning. 4 to deal with all the 
remaining details of sth: to tie up a deal o We're 
hoping to tie up all the loose ends as quickly as 
possible. deal, loose ends 5 to bring sth tou 
stop; to prevent sb from doing sth or using sth: 
The strike tied up production for a week. o 
Haven't you finished yet? You've been tying up the 
phone for hours! 
@ v+ nipront+ adv « vtadven 
> ‘the-up 7 1 (with sb/sth) (BrE) an agreement 
between two companies to join together: They ‘re 
negotiating a tie-up with Ford. 2 (between A and 
B) (BrE) a connection between two or more 
things: a tie-up between politics and economics 3 
(especially AmE) a situation in which sth, espe- 
cially traffic, stops moving: A tie-up on the high- 
way Caused major delays. 


tighten tarn; 


tighten ‘up; tighten sth ‘up 1 to become or 
to make sth tight or tighter: His face muscles 
tightened up in anger. o to lighten up a screw 
wheeltmuscle {Ea Tighten and tighten sth can 
also be used with this meaning 2 to become more 
careful or strict about sth; to make sth more 
strict: Laws on gambling have lightened up 
recently. ó The police are tightening up an 
drink. driving. © to tighten up lawsirulesilegisia- 
tionisecurity 
@ vtadv è vtadvtn + v+pront+adv + v+n+adv 

(less frequent} 


tinker tiykar 


tinker a’round (also tinker a'bout especially 
Brk) (with sth) to make small changes to sth in 
order to repair or improve it, especially ina way 
that may not be helpful: He's outside tinkering 
around with his bike. © They haven't made any 
real changes to the system — they've just been tin- 
Kering around a bit. 
@® vtady 


tip jun; -pp-) 


ip sb ‘off (about sth) (informal) to give sb a 
warning about sth which will affect them and 
which they should know about, especially sth 
illegal: The potice were tipped off about the bank 
robbery. 

(583) police 

© viadv+n «v+pront adv + vt+n+adv (less 
Frequent) 

> ‘tip-off n normal a piece of useful or secret 

information that sh gives, for example to the 

police, to warn them about an illegal or unex- 

pected activity: T'he police received an anonym- 

ous tip-off about the attack. 

tip ‘over: tip sth ‘over to become unstable and 
fall over; to make sth do this: The bottle tipped 
aver and ali the water spilled out. o Watch pou 
dont tip the Jug over 
overturn, overturn sth (more formal) 

@ vt adv + v+n/pron+adv + vtadven 

tip ‘up: tip sth ‘up to become unsteady and fall 
forwards, backwards or sideways; to make sth do 
this: One after another the canoes tipped up. o 
The pile of books on the end of the table nearly 
tipped it up. 

@ v+adv + v+nipront+ adv + v+adv +ñ 

tip sth ‘up to change the angle of sth so that it 
leans to one side: She tipped her giass up and 
drained it. o He tipped his face up towards the 
light. 

@ v+nipron+adv + vtadven 


tire taar) 


‘tire of sb/sth; ‘tire of doing sth to become 
bored with sb/sth or begin to enjoy them/it less: 
They soon tired of the beach and went for a walk. 
© v+prep 
TE never tire of doing sth to do sth a lot, espe 
cially ina way that annoys people: Jack travelled 
ali over the world when he was a student, as he 
never tires of telling us. 

tire sb ‘out, tire yourself ‘out to make 
sb/yourself feel very tired: I took the children to 
the beach to tire them out. © Try not to tire your- 
Self out too soon in the race. 
wear sb/yourself out (with sth) 

@ vtnipron+ady è v +adv +n (less frequent) 
> tired ‘out adj very tired: We finally reached 
home tired oust. 


toddle atodi AmE 'ta:dl! 


itoddle ‘off (Br®, informal, humorous) to leave: to 
depart: It’s late — it’s time pou toddled off to bed. 
@ vtadv 


S17 toss away 


tog /tog: AmE taig, tagi (-gg-) 


be/get togged 'out'up (in sth) (Bre, informal to 
be wearing clothes for a particular activity or occa- 
sion: He got togged up in a suit and fie for the inter- 
view. © We were all togged out in our best clothes. 
@ be/get+v+ adv 


toil tou; 


toil a'way (at sth) to work extremely hard at sth 
difficult or boring: He toiled away at his home- 
work all the evening. 
&® vt adv 


tone iour AmE tom! 


tone sth 'down 1 to make sth suchas a speech, an 
opinian, etc. less offensive, critical or harsh than 
it was originally: He had to tone down his article 
before it was published. 2 to make sth, especially 
your clothes, less bright, colourful and noticeable: 
She toned down her style of dress when she started 
her new job. 3 to make a colour less bright: We 
toned down the yellow paint with a little white. o 
Petra used powder to tone down her rosy cheeks, 
@ vtadvtn « v+pron+adv + v +n + adv (less 

frequent) 

tone ‘in (with sth) (BrE) to match or fit with the 
colour or style of sth else: The cushions tone in 
well with the carpet. o The new bridge doesn't 
tone in with the buildings around it. 
@ v + adv 

tone ‘up; tone sth ‘up to make your muscles or 
a part of your body firmer, stronger, and health- 
jer: [t’s time I toned up and slimmed down. © This 
exercise will tone up your Stomach muscles. 
body, muscles 
$ vtadv e v+adv+n + v+pron+adv è 

v+n+adv (less frequent) 


tool jiu: 


tool ‘up: tool sth ‘up (for sth/to do sth) (BYE, 
technical to get or provide sb/sth with the equip- 
ment, machines, etc. necessary to do or produce 
sth: lt took several months to tool up to produce 
the new model. o A new plant in Scotland is being 
tooled up to produce these screws. 
@ vtadv evtadvin + v+prontady + 

v+n+adv (rare) 

» tooled ‘up adj (slang) t having the cquipment 
necessary for a particular job 2(BrE) carrying a 
gun 


top ‘top: AmE ta:p/ @pp-) 


top sth ‘off (with sth) to complete sth in a suc- 
cessful or pleasant way, especially by adding one 
final thing: Jane was wearing a very colourful 
outfit, topped off with a dramatic hat. 
Top sth off is often used in the passive. 
@ v+npron+ adv + v+advitn 


top ‘out (at sth) to stop increasing after reaching 
a high level: Your annual salary will top out at 
seventy thousand dollars. 
@ vt adv 
top sb ‘up (BrE) to fill sb’s glass or cup by adding 
some more liquid: Can I top pou up? 
@ vtnipron+ady e v+advin 
> ‘top-up n (BrE) an amount of liquid that you 
add to some already in a glass, cup or other con- 
tainer: Can J give you a top-up? 
> see also TOP-UP at TOP STH UP 
top sth ‘up (especially BrE) 1 (with sth) to add 
some more liquid to some already in a glass, cup 
or other container in order to fill it: Can J top 
your glass up? o We should top the car up with oil 
before we set off glass, cup 2 to increase the 
amount of sth, especially money, to the level you 
want or need: She relies on tips to top up her 
wages. income, pension 
@ vtadvin æ vtnipron + adv 
> ‘top-up 7 (BrE)asum of money that is added to 
what you already have in order to increase it to 
the amount that you need: a salary top-up oa 
top-up loan © top-up fees (= extra money that uni- 
versity students must pay, in addition to the 
money that they already pay, in order to provide 
the university with the money it needs) 
= see diko TOP-UP at TOP SB UP 
» top-up card n a card that you buy for a mobile 
phone that enables you to make calls to the value 
of the card 


topple “topl: AmE ‘ta:pl} 


topple ‘over to become unsteady and fall over: 
The vase wobbled and then toppled over. 
© vtadv 


toss itos, AME tors} 


toss sth around (aliso toss sth a'bout espe- 
cially BrE to discuss ideas in a casual or general 
way: We sat and tossed around a few suggestions. 
© This is a problem that has been tossed around 
Jor more than a century. 
throw sth around 
@ v+nipron+ adv + vtadven 

toss sth a'side 1 to put sth quickly to one side 
because you are angry or in a hurry: He tossed 
aside the newspaper angrily and stood up. o (flz- 
wrative) When he’s bored with people he just tosses 
them aside. cast sth aside (formal), throw 
sth aside 2 to reject sth such as an attitude. an 
idea, a way of life, etc: The idea of buying a new 
car was quickly tossed aside. cast sth aside 
(formal), throw sth aside 
@ vinipron+ adv + v+adv+n 

toss sth a'way to throw sth away carelessly: She 
finished her drink and tossed the can away. © (fig 
urative) He's tossed away so many opportunities. 
@ vtadv+n + v+n/pron+t adv 


toss back 318 


SRC eCOP TNE eRe easa era E eee CA Saas eee eR Ee eee Rea daat eR em Persad nme 


toss sth ‘back 4 (also toss sth ‘down less fre- 
quent) to drink sth very quickly, especially alco- 
hol: She tossed back glass after glass of 
champagne. o He tossed back the rest of his drink 
and walked out. drink, whisky, wine, etc. 2 
to move sth, especially your head, quickly back- 
wards, especially when you are angry or impa- 
tient: Sam tossed back his head in defiance. o She 
tossed back her hair and smiled. Ge] hair, head 
© vt+advt+n + v+n/pron+adv 
‘toss for sth; 'toss sb for sth (especially BrE) 
(BrE also toss 'up (for sth) (AmE also ‘flip for 
sth, ‘flip sb for sth) to make a decision about sth 
by spinning a coin in the air and seeing which 
side is on top when it Lands: We can't both go. so 
why don’t we toss for it? o There's only one ticket 
left — I'll toss you for it. 
-> see also FLIP FOR STH 
© v+prep + v+n/pron+ prep 
toss ‘off: toss sb ‘off, toss yourself ‘off 
(BrE, Æ, slang) to give yourself sexual pleasure 
by rubbing your sex organs; to give sb else sexual 
pleasure in this way 
@ vtadv è vtniprontadv è vtadven 
toss sth ‘off (especially BrE) to do sth quickly, 
easily and often with Httle care or effort: He 
tossed this novel off in two months. 
© vtnipron+adv « vt+tadven 
toss ‘up (for sth) (BrE) = TOSS FOR STH, TOSS $B 
rok STH They tossed up for the best seat. 
®© v + adv 
> ‘toss-up 7 [sing] (informal a situation where 
it is difficult to decide hetween two things, or 
where there are two possible results: /f was a 
toss-up between spending the night in the van and 
walking ten miles for help. 


tot tot; AmE ta:t; (te) 


tot sth ‘up (informal, especially BrE) to add 
together several numbers or amounts in order to 
get a total: Can you tot up how much Lowe you? 
GE) figures, the number of sth 3%) add sth up 
@ vtadv+n + v+pron+ady è v+n+ adv (less 
frequent) 


total tovt: AmE ‘toutl/ (4. AmE also -1) 


total ‘up (to sth) to reach a particular total: The 
costs total up to over a million. 
@ v+ adv 

total sth ‘up to add amounts together to get a 
total: Let's total up what we've spent. 
@ vtadv+n «+ v+nipron+ adv 


touch fais; 


itouch ‘down 1 (of a plane, a spacecraft, etc.) to 
Jand: The plane touched down safely at Kennedy 
Airport at about midday. o (figurative) A tornado 
touched down in Colorado, injuring five people. 


Sep eremeaT eRe raase hearse db eden a rene sad domed dere ead eee mad ee 


plane, aircraft, helicopter S278) land jorr) 
take off 2 (in rugby) to score points (a try) by 
putting the ball on the ground behind the other 
team’s goal Hine: Williams touched down in the 
first few minutes of the game. 
@ v + adv 
+ ‘touchdown 7: 4 the moment whena plane or a 
spacecraft lands 2 (in rugby) an act of scoring 
points by putting the ball down on the area of 
ground behind the other team’s goal line 3 (in 
American football) an act of scoring points hy 
crossing the other team's goal line while carry- 
ing the ball, or receiving the ball when you are 
over the other team's goal line 
‘touch sh for sth (BrE, informal to persuade sh 
to give or lend you money: He tried to touch me for 
twenty pounds. 
© v +n/pron+ prep 
touch sth ‘off to make sth begin, especially an 
explosion or a violent or difficult situation: The 
explosion was touched aff by a single spark. o His 
arrest touched off a riot. 
@ vtadvtn « vtprontady « v+n+ adv (rare) 
‘touch on/upon sth to mention or deal briefly 
with a topic, a problem. etc: He touched on the 
need for increased funding. o Some of these issues 
— touched an in oe 7. 
3 Touch on/upon sth can be used in the 
passive, 
@ ¥+prep 
touch sb ‘up (BrE, informal to touch sb in an 
unpleasant sexual way 
@ vtadvtn « v+nlpron+adv 
touch sth ‘up to improve sth by making small 
changes or additions: He had to touch up the 
paintwork to cover the scratches. o The photo had 
been touched up. 
© vtadvin « v+pron+adv + y +n + adv (less 
frequent) 


‘touch upon sth TOUCH oNAIPON STH 


tough tar; 


tough sth ‘out to stay firm and determined in a 
difficult situation: He decided not to resign, but ta 
stay and tough it oti. 

@ vin+adv + v+prontadv « v+adv +n (less 
Frequent) 


toughen /‘tai/ 


toughen ‘up; toughen sb ‘up to become 


sironger and better able to deal with difficult 
situations; to make sb stronger in this way: He 
had toughened up during military service. o His 
parents sent Rim away to boarding school to 
toughen him tp. 

@ v+adv è v+nipron + adv + v+adven 


PPP TT eRET TI STTititt teers 


toughen sth ‘up to make sth such as a law ora 
rule more strict: The legislation on this trade 
needs to be toughened up. 
@ v+adv+n è v+n/pron + adv 


tout tact; 

tout sth around; tout sth around sth (rE 
also tout sth ‘round, tout sth ‘round sth) to take 
sth to many different places or companies in the 
hope of selling it: Me's been touting his novel 
around publishers for years. 
®© v+nipron+ adv + y+adv+n + v+nipron + prep 

‘tout for sth (especially BrE) to try to get busi- 

| ness, work, etc. by asking people directly: cab 

drivers touting for business at the airport 
business. trade, custom 
© v+ prep 


tow {tau AME tou! 

tow sth a'way (from sth) to remove sth, espe: 
cially a vehicle, from a place, by pulling it behind 
another one: They'll tow your car away if you 
park tt here. 
© v+nipron+ady + vtadvtn 


tower “taco 


tower a'bove/over sb/sth 1 to be much higher 
or taller than other things or people that are near: 
The new offices tower above the rest of the town. © 
Amy towers over her mother 2 to be much better, 
more famous, etc. than other people or things: He 
towers above all other poets of his generation. 
® v+ prep 


Toy ji 

‘toy with sth 1 to consider sth but not very ser- 
iously or for very long: He had toyed with the idea 
of living in Germany, Bag the idea of 2 to play 
with sth; to move sth around carelessly without 
really thinking about it: Stop toying with your 
food! o (figurative) He accused the young man of 
toying with his daughter's affections. 
dally with sth/sb 
fh Toy with sth can be used in the passive: 
The possibility had been toyed with but rejected. 
@ v+prep 


trace tre; 


trace sth ‘back (to sth) to find the origin or 
l cause of sth by following clucs or evidence back- 
wards from the present time: Many different 
childhood ilinesses can be traced back to certain 
foods. © Boston has a large population that traces 
its roots back to Ireland. © She can trace her fam- 
ily back as far as the 13th Century. 
roots, origins, history 
@ viniprontadv « vt+adv+n 


trade upon 


trace sth ‘out to draw a shape or a mark clear ly: 
I traced out our route on the map. o (figurative) 
She traced out how working patterns had changed 
in the last 50 years. 
®© v+nipron+ adv + v+adv+n 


track jtrek; 

track sbisth ‘down (to sth) to find sb/sth after a 
long and difficult search: We finally tracked Sam 
down to his parents’ house. o It has taken ten 
years to track down the wreckage of the plane. 
© y+nipron+adv « vtadv+ñ 


trade tred: 


trade ‘down (to sth) f to spend less money on 
things than you used to: People are trading down 
and buying cheaper food. 2 to sell sth large or 
expensive and buy sth smaller or less expensive: 
They traded down to a house with fewer bed- 
rooms. ISF® trade up (to sth} 
@ v + adv 

trade sth ‘in (for sth) to give sth that you have 
used to sb you are buying sth new from as part of 
your payment: He traded his motorbike in for a 
new var. 
®© ve nipron+ adv + vtadv+n 
» ‘trade-in n a method of buying something by 
giving a used item as part of the payment for a 
new one: the used item that you give: the trade-in 
value of acar o Do you have a trade-in? 

trade sth ‘off (against sth) to balance two things 
or situations that are opposed to each other: The 

government were attempting to trade off inflation 
against unemployment, © They were willing to 
trade off information to keep the hastages al ive k- 
to give information in exchange for their lives). 
@ v+advtn + v+prontadv + v+n+adv (less 
frequent) 

> ‘trade-off (between sth and sth) n the act of bal- 
ancing two things that you need or want but 
which are opposed to each other: @ trade-off 
between inflation and unemployment © There isa 
trade-off between the benefits of the drug and the 
risk of side effects. 

‘trade on sth (also ‘trade upon sth ore formal, 
less frequent) (disapproving) to unfairly make 
use of sth for your own advantage: He traded on 
his father's name to get himself a joo, 
exploit sth 
® vt prep 

‘trade ‘up (to sth) to sell sth small or not expen- 
sive in order to buy sth larger or more expensive: 
He traded up to a larger car. 
trade down (to sth) 

@ v+adv 
‘trade upon sth TRADE ON STH 


traffic 390 


traffic | treefk; (-ck-) 


‘traffic in sth to buy and sell sth, especially 
drugs or weapons, legally: He was accused of 
trafficking in stolen warks of art. 
drugs, weapons 
© v+prep 


trail tren; 
trail a'way/ off if sb’s speech trails away/off, it 


trick tk; 


trick sb ‘into sth; trick sb ‘into doing sth 
to manage to get sb to do Sth by deceiving them or 
not telling them the truth: She felt she'd been 
tricked into marriage. o He tricked me into lend- 
ing him £100. 
Trick sb into sth/into doing sth is often 
used in the passive. 
@ v+nipron + prep 


gradually becomes quieter and then stops: trick sb ‘out of sth to take sth away from sb by 


Mark's voice trailed away to a whisper. o ‘] only 
hope...’ She trailed off 

voice 

@ vt adv 


train jtrem/ 


‘train sth on/upon sb/sth (forma) to point sth 
such 48 a gun, a camera, «light, etc. at sb/sth: The 
police marksmen. trained their weapons on the 
building. o She trained the camera on the bride 
and groom. © He kept his eyes trained on the road 
ahead. 
gun, Camera, eyes 
This phrasal verb is used mainly in written 
English, 

@ v+nipron + prep 

train sb ‘up to make sb ready to do a job or an 
activity by teaching them the skills they need: 
We need to train up extra staff for the Christmas 
period. 

@ v+advtn « v+n/pron+ adv 


trai PSE ftrems; 


itraipse a'round, traipse a'round sth (BrE 
also traipse ‘round, traipse 'round sth) (infor- 
mal) to walk from place to place slowly because 
you are tired and unwilling: I've been traipsing 
around all day with Jenny trying to buy a coat for 
her. o We spent the afternoon traipsing around 
the town. 
® v+adv « v+prep 


trample temp 


‘trample on/over sb/sth to ignore sb's feelings 
er rights and treat them as if they are not 
important: The government is trampling on the 
wlews of ordinary people. ò Don't let Jack tram- 


ple all over you! 
® v+prep 


treat tit 


‘treat sb to sth to entertain sb with sth special: 
Visitors will be treated to a spectacular show. © 
(ironic) We were treated to (= we had to suffer) a 
two-hour lecture. 

Treat sb to sth is often used in the passive. 
®© v+n/pron + prep 


deceiving them: An &year old woman was 
tricked out of her life savings. 
@® v + nipron + adv + prep 


trickle triki; 


trickle ‘down (especially of money) to spread 
from rich to poor people through the economic 
system of a country: Jf the wealthy pay less tax, 
the benefits should trickle down to people on lower 
incomes. 
@ v+adv 
® ‘trickle down n [U] the theory that if the rich- 
est people in society become richer this will have 
a good effect on poorer people as well, for 
example by creating more jobs 


trifle | traifl/ 
‘trifle with sb/sth (used especially in negative 


sentences) to treat sb/sth without respect as if 
they are not very important: He is not a man to he 
trifled with. o He was a man who trifled with 
women's affections. 

® vtprep 


trim {trim} (-mim-) 
trim sth a'way/'off to cut off a small part of sth 


because it is not needed: My Aair is too long now. 
Can you trim off about two centimetres? 
@ vt+adv+n + v+n/pron + adv 


trim ‘down: trim sth ‘down to become, or to 


make sth, smaller in size: He’s trimmed down 
from 96 kilos to 70. o The movie was trimmed 
down to2% hours. 

slim down; slim down, slim sth down 

@ vt+adv « vt+adv+n e v+nipron+ adv 


trip jtrmp/ (-pp-) 
trip ‘over, trip ‘over sb/sth to fall or almost 


fall because you have accidentally hit your foot 
against sth while you are walking or running: / 
tripped over the rug and fell heavily. o He kept 
tripping over > (figurative) He tripped over His 
words in his excitement. 

@ vtadv è v+prep 


trip ‘up; trip sb ‘up 1 (especially BrE) to fall or 


almost fall because you have accidentally hit 
your foot against sth while walking or running; 
to make sb fall or almost fall by catching their 
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foot while they are walking or running: J tripped 
up as I ran across the room. o She tripped him up 
with her stick. 2 to make a mistake; to deliber- 
ately make sb do this: J Anew I had to think care- 
fully in the interview or I might trip up. © She Was 
irying to trip me up with her questions. 

@ vtadv + v+n/pron +ady + vtadvtn 


trot irot; AmE tret; itt) 
trot ‘off to yo somewhere, walking quite quickly: 


She trotted off to school happily with her new 
lunch box. 
® v + adv 


trot sth ‘out (informal, disapproving) to say or 


repeat sth such as an excuse, an explanation, ete, 
without thinking about it or being sincere about 
it: The airline trotted out the same vid excuses to 
explain the delays. o He's just trotting out the 
party line again (~ in politics). 

© v+adv+n + v+pron+ adv (less frequent) 


trump itramp( 
‘trump sth ‘up to make up a false story about 


sb/sth, especially accusing them of doing sth 
wrong: Several of his colleagues trumped up a 
complaint to get him removed from the job. o She 
wus arrested on trumped-up charges. 

charge(s) 

@ v+advin + v+pron+adv « v+n+adv (rare) 


trundle trand 
trundle sth ‘out (disapproving. especially BrE) 


to mention sb/sth or do sth that you have often 
mentioned or done before: The government trun- 
died out the same oid clichés to justify their 
actions. 

@viadvin è vtnipron + adv 


truss jiras/ 


truss sb/sth ‘up (old-fashioned) to tie a person 
or an animal up very tightly so that they cannot 
move or escape: The victims had been trussed up 
with rope and beaten. 
Truss sb/sth up is often used in the 
passive. 
@ v+niprontady èe v+ady+n 


trust irast; 


trust in sb/sth (forma/) to have confidence in 
sb/sth; to rely on sb completely: 7 was seared 
before the operation, but I trusted in the skill of 
the doctors and nurses. © He urged them to trust in 
God, 
EBJ] God 
$ v+prep 

'trust to sb/sth to leave the result or progress of 
events to be decided by luck, chance, etc., 
because there is nothing or no one else to help 


try out 


you: I stumbled along in the dark, trusting to 
luck to find the right door. 

ey luck 

@ v+prep 


‘trust sb with sb/sth to give sb/sth to a person to 


take care of because you believe they will be 
careful with them/it: Would you trust her with the 
children? o Id trust him with my life. 

®© v + nipron + prep 


try ‘tray (tries, trying, tried, tried) 
try ‘back: try sb ‘back (Amk) to telephone sb 


again when you have already telephoned them 
but have not managed to speak to them: Can you 
try back later? o She's not there. PU have to try 
her back after lunch. 

337 phone back, phone sb back (especially 
BrE, call back, call sb back 

@ vt+adv + v+nipron+ adv + vtadv+n 


‘try for sth (especially BrE) to make an attempt to 


get or win sth: Are you going to try for that Job? > 
They've been trying for a baby for several years 
now (= the woman has been trying to become 
pregnant). 

BEJ a baby 

© v+prep 


try it ‘on (with sb) (informal, disapproving, espe- 


cially BrE) to behave badly towards sb or try to 
get sth from them just to see what you can do 
before they become angry or stop you: The kids 
sometimes try iton with a new babysitter. 

@ vrit+ adv 

+ ‘try-on n (BrE) an act of trying to behave badly 
and hoping that no one will stop you 


try sth ‘on to put ona piece of clothing to see if it 


fits and how it looks: Can I try on the blue one? © 
Uf you like tt, why don’t you try iton? 
@® vtadvt+n è vtn/pron+ adv 


try ‘out (for sth) (especially AmE) to compete for a 


place in a sports team, a part in a play, ete: He 
tried out for the school band. © It’s a pretty good 
team. Í think Til try out. 
®& vtadv 
+ try-out n (AmE) a test, etc. to choose players 
for a team, actors for a play, cte: The team ts hold- 
ing try-outs this Thursday. ¢ Did you have a try- 
out for the school play? 
-> see aiso TRY-OUT at PRY SB/STH OUT (ON SB) 

try sb/sth ‘out (on sb) to test sb/sth to see how 
good and useful they are or how suitable for a 
particular task or purpose before you decide to 
use themit: We've been trying out some new Musi- 
cians for our band. © He couldn't watt to try out 
his new invention. o I've got an idea I'd like to try 
out on you. © The drug has not been tried out on 
humans yel, 
test sth out (on sb/sth} 
© v+nipron + adv e v+adv+n 


Ps ee er Cee er eer Sed cepa dd ees eR Dede eee ad teed Pe 
serros reo . G eenn LEERT 
maaar renen? 


> "try-out 7 an act of testing how good or suitable 
sb/sth is before you decide to use themsit: The 
play had an out-of-town try-out in Oxford. 

> see also TRY-OUT at TRY OUT (FOR STH) 


tuck tak; 


tuck sth a'way 1 be tucked a'way to be ina 
quiet or hidden place where not many people go: 
The house is tucked away right at the end of a 
rough track. YY) hide sth away Be 
tucked away is usually followed by a phrase 
with a preposition: The café was tucked away in 
the basement. 2 (in sth) to put sth in a safe place, 
especially sth valuable: Ske tucked the photos 
away in her wallet. o We've got same money 
tucked away for emergencies. stash sth 
away 3 (BrE, informal) to cat alot of food: He can 
certainly tuck it away! put sth away 
© tbe+v+tadv 
2,3 v+n/pron+adv + v+adv+n 
tuck ‘in; tuck ‘into sth (informal, especially 
BrE} to eat food, especially quickly or with 
enthusiasm: We tucked in hungrily o He was 
tucking into a huge plateful of pasta. o Tuck in, 
everybody! 
dig in; dig into sth 
@ vtadv + v+prep 
tuck sb ‘in/up to cover sb, especially a child, 
comfortably in bed by pulling the covers around 
them: Will you come and tuck me in, Mummy? o 
The children were all tucked up in bed by 8 p.m. 
È v+o/pron+ adv e vtadvtn 
tuck sth ‘in; tuck sth ‘into sth 1 to push or 
fold the loose end of a piece of clothing, a sheet, 
rope, hair, etc., in sth, to make it tidy or hold it in 
position: Tom, tuck your shirt in! o Why don’t 
you tuck your trousers into your socks? o Tuck the 
flap of the envelope in. 88) shirt 2 to pull a part 
of your body inwards, especially by making your 
muscles tight: Stand up straight and tuck your 
bottoms in! o Keep your chin tucked in. 
$ v +nipron+ adv è v+adv+n + v+¢nipron+ prep 
tuck sb'up tuck spin/up 
tuck sth ‘up to move or put sth in a small space, 
especially to hide it or keep it safe or comfort- 
able: She kicked off her shoes and tucked her feet 
up under her 
legs, foet 
Tuck sth up is often used in the passive: 
She sat with her legs tucked up under her. 
© venipron+ adv + v+adven 


tug jtag/ -go-) 

‘tug at sth to give sth a quick. strong pull: Daniel 
tugged ai my sleeve. 
8J) sb’s arm, sb's hair, sb’s sleeve YW pull at 
sth 
© v+ prep 


ee ee Lee Ter rest eee eer rece et rT Peer ee 


tumble tumbi; 


tumble ‘down to fall suddenly to the ground ina 
dramatic way: One push and the wall came tum- 
bling down. o Her long dark hair tumbled down 
around her face, o (figurative) She felt herself 
tumbling down into the hole. . 
@ v+adv 
> 'tumbledown adj (usually before noun] a 
tumbledown building is old and in a very bad 
condition, with parts falling down: He lived ina 
small, taumbledown hut. 

tumble ‘over to fall to the ground: She knocked 
the statue and it tumbled over 
@ vtadv 


tumble to sb/sth (BrE, informai) to suddenly 
realize, understand, or become aware of what 
sb/sth is really like: 7’ve tumbled to Isabel now. o 
Ive tumbled to what he is trying to do. 
© vt prep 


tune /Gurn; Ams tum; 


tune ‘in (to sth). tune ‘into sth 1 to turn on the 
radio or television in order to listen or watch a 
particular programme or channel: We tuned in to 
watch the football. o Tune into (= watch) next 
week's exciting episede! 2 to be aware of or 
understand other people’s thoughts, feclings or 
needs: You must tune into the needs of the peaple 
you love. 
@ vt+adv e v+prep 

tune sth ‘in 1 to adjust the controls on a radio or 
television so that you can hear or see a particu- 
lar programme or channel clearly: The radio 
isn't properly tuned in. © I keep the radio tuned in 
to the BBC World Service. 2 (Ams) to turn on the 
radio or television in order to listen to or watcha 
particular programme: Tune in our TV special 
tonight at nine. 
@ vtadv+n + v+nipron+ adv 

be tuned ‘in (to sth); be tuned ‘into sth to be 
aware of or understand sth, especially other 
people's feelings: Parents should be tuned in to 
the needs of their child. o Pm tuned in to what l 
have to da. 
@ be+v+adv + be+v+prep 


tune ‘out: tune sb/sth ‘out (normal. espe- 
cially AmE) to stop listening to sb/sth; to ignore 
shisth: When Lee started talking about her job, 
Tim just tuned out. 
@ vtadv + v+nipront+ady + v+adven 


‘tune sth to sth to adjust the controls of a radio 
or television so that you can listen to or watch a 
particular programme: Ali the TVs in the store 
were tuned to the same channel. 
$ v+Nnipron + prep 


E TPerrrrrer Tre reer rc erere cr Tr ete tt OOt i te GORGE Gk Cee ilel EEEE EEEE alias 


tune ‘up when an orchestra tunes up, the play- 
ers adjust the instruments so that they can play 

| together: We could hear the orchestra tuning up. 
o The quartet tuned up and began to play. 


| @ vitadv 


turf taf. AmE ta:rf! 


turf sb/sth ‘out: turf sb/sth ‘out of sth (also 
turf sb ‘off, turf sb ‘off sth) (BrE, informa) to 
force sb/sth to leave a particular place or an 
organization: We need to turf the Democratic 
party out. ò Several families have been turfed out 
of their homes. ọ The boys should have been 
turfed off the bus. 
kick sb out, kick sb out of sth; throw 
sb/sth out, throw sb/sth out of sth 
@ v+nipron+ adv + v+adv +n (less frequent) + 

v+n/pron+ adv + prep + v+n/pron + prep 

turf sth ‘out (BrE, informal) to get rid of sth you 
do not want: The shop is full of beautiful clothes 
thai people have turfed out. 
@ vtadvtn + vtnipron+ adv 


turn jis:n; AmE tarn) 


~ about 325 ~ aff 

~ against ~on 

~ ground ~on tö 

~ aside ~ out, out of 
324 ~ away 326 ~ over 

~ away from 327 ~ over to 

~ back ~ round 

~ down ~ to 

~in ~ up 

~in on ~ upon 

~ inside out ~ upside down 

~ into 


turn a'bout (especially BrE) to turn around 
quickly so as to face in the opposite direction: 
She turned about and went into the kitchen. 
-> see aisO TURN AROUND, TURN SB/STIL AROUND: 
TURN AROUND, TURN STH AROUND 
@ v+ adv 
» about-turn n (BrE) 1 anact of turning around 
quickly so as to face in the opposite direction: He 
did a rapid about-turn when he saw me and went 
back inside. 2 a complete change of opinion, 
plan or behaviour: Hours later the management 
did an about-turn and agreed toour demands. òd 
dramatic about-turn in government policy 
b ‘turmabout z [sing.] 1 an act of turning around 
quickly so as to face in the opposite direction 2 a 
sudden and complete change in attitude or opinion 
turn a'gainst sb/sth; turn sb a'gainst 
sb/sth to stop, or to make sb stop, being 
friendly towards sb; to stop, or to make sb stop, 


supporting sb/sth: Her old friends were turning 
against her o He's trying to turn his family 


turn aside 


PTreeee TC Cleree irr rere) 


against me. o What has made them turn against 
the government? 
® v+prep + v+nipron+ prep 
turn a'round (BrE also turn ‘round) if sb turns 
around and does sth, they do sth unexpectedly 
and often unfairly: What will we do if he turns 
around and says it was allour fault? 
@ vtadv 
turn a'round; turn sb/sth a'round (BrE also 
turn ‘round, turn sb/sth ‘round) fo move your 
head and shoulders or your whole body so that 
you face in the opposite direction; to make sb/sth 
change position in this way: She turned around 
to stare ai the man behind her o He walked away 
without turning round. oÏ turned the bottle 
round to look at the label. o The nurse turned him 
around to face the window. 
~> see also TURN ABOUT 
@ vtadv + v+nipron+ adv » v+adv +n (less 
frequent) 
» ‘turnaround (BrE also ‘turnround) z [usually 
sing.] 4 the amount of time it takes to unload a 
plane or ship at the end of a journey and load it 
ready for the next one 2 the amount of time that 
it takes to do a piece of work that you have been 
given and return it 3 a complete change in sh’s 
opinion, plans, behaviour, etc. 
-> see also TURNAROUND at TURN AROUND, TURN 
STH AROUND 
turn around: turn sth a‘round (BrE also 
‘turn ‘round, turn sth round) if a business or an 
economy turns around, or sb turns it around, 
it becomes successful after it hus been unsuc- 
cessful for a time: The economy ts slowly turning 
araund. © His job is to try to turn the company 
around. 
© v+nipron+ adv e v+adytn 
» ‘turnaround (BrE also ‘turnround) 7 [C, usu- 
ally sing.] a sudden improvement in a business, 
an economy, etc: The predicted economic turn- 
around failed to happen. 
-> see aiSO TURNAROUND at TURN AROUND, TURN 
SB/STH AROUND 
turn sth a‘round (BrE also turn sth ‘round) to 
deliberately understand sth that sb says in the 
wrong way, especially for your own advantage: 
You turn everything I sav around to make me look 
stupid. 
@ vtnipron+ adv + v+advetn 
turn a'side to change direction and go to one 
side, especially in order to avoid sh/sth: He 
turned aside in embarrassment. 
@® viadv 
turn sb/sth a'side to make sb/sth move to one 
side, especially in order to avoid sth difficult or 
dangerous: As he bent to kiss her, she turned her 
head aside. o (figurative) He cleverly turned all 
her questions aside (= he did not answer them). 
@ v+nipron+ adv + v+adv +n (less frequent) 


CCC Lie LEC e erat PP een tt a rirrenarerrrajitthddI ELLEKE eae & 
a EEEL IT EEEE ERR eae RR S x n Pbidittt . PTT Trrese ttre ttt eee 
POPU U PPE r ECM Ne REE RR SANE EERE RRNA CONNER ERASE PRN NT EON ERA SRO S ATP PPP TOPE DKad ELL boedadeeeengappeepaaaanpnaaas PPPPPeTTTTTenriTiTreriiniiirreit tire TTTTEE TETTETETT bebba ss eee eet 


turn a'way; turn sth a'way (from sb/sth) to one part is covering another: The corner of the turn ‘off (informal) to stop listening to or think- ment, etc. turns on sth, it has that as its main 


move or to move your head to face in a different 


page had been turned down. o He turned down 


ing about sb/sth: [couldn't understand the lecture 


subject: Their talk turned on the likelihood of his 


direction, often to avoid sth difficult or danger- the blankets and the children climbed into bed. so I just turned off. return (= if he was likely to return or not). 
ous: Will turned quickly away and walked outof  @ v+nipron+adv + v+adv+n TED) switch off ® v+prep 
the door. © He turned away from her witha sigh. o > ‘downturn nm (C, usually sing.) a fall in eco- ® v+ adv turn ‘on; turn itself ‘on if a machine or a piece 


Tina turned her head away ana looked out of the 
window. 
@ vtadv è v+n/pron+adv ə veadven 


turn sb a'way 1 (from sth) to refuse to allow sb 
to enter a place: We had to turn hundreds of fans 
away from the game (= because the place was 
full). 2 to refuse to help sb: They had nowhere to 
Stay so I couldn't just turn them away. 
© v+nipron+ adv « v+adven 


turn a'way from sth; turn sb a'way from 
sth to stop, or to make sb stop, supporting sb/sth 
or being interested in sth: Younger voters are 
turning away from the party. © The recent scan- 
dals have turned many people away from politics. 
@ v>+adv+ prep + v+n/pron+ adv + prep 

turn ‘back; turn sb/sth ‘back to return in the 
direction that you have come from: to make 
sb/sth do this: The weather got so bad that we 
turned back. o We were turned back at the border 
© (figurative) There'll be no turning back (= 
you can’t change your mind) once you sign the 
agreement, 
® vtadv è v+n/pront+adv + veadven 
turn the 'clock back to return to a situation 
that existed in the past; to return to old- 
fashioned methods or ideas: This new law is an 
attempt to turn the clock back. 

turn sth ‘back to fold sth back on itself: She 
straightened the bedclothes and turned back the 
top sheet. 
© v +n/pron tady « v»adv+n 

tum 'down (rare) if your mouth turns down, it 
forms a line with the ends curved downwards, 


nomic activity or profits: a downturn in sales 


turn 'In (old-fashioned, informal to go to bed: It’s 


time for me to turn in. 
3570 retire (formal) 
@ vtadv 

turn ‘in sth to achieve a good result, perform- 
ance, profit, etc: The champion turned in a bril- 
liani performance. o The company turned in 
nearly $150000 last month. 
performance, profit 
@ viadven 


turn sb ‘In; turn sth ‘in to fold sth so that it 


bends or faces inwards; to be folded in this way: 
Her feet turn in as she walks. 
@ vtady « v+n/pron+adv + vtadven 


turn sb ‘in (to sb), turn yourself ‘in (to sb) 


(informal to give sb or yourself to sb in author- 
ity because they/you have done sth wrong: He 
turned his own brother ìn to the police. > Things 
will be better for you tf you turn yourself in. 

@ v+nipron+ adv + v+adve+n 


turn sth ‘In 1 to give back sth that you no longer 


need or should have: Turn in pour pass before you 
leave. 2 (especially AME) to give sth such as a 
piece of written work to the person who asked 
you to do it: Have you turned in your assignment 
yet? YR hand sth In (to sb) 3 to give sth to the 
police or sb in authority: Only a few guns have 
been turned in so far EYD hand sth In (to sb): 
give sth in 

@ v+adven è v+n/pron+ adv 


turn ‘in on yourself to become very concerned 


with your own problems and stop communicat- 


turn ‘off; turn ‘off sth to leave one road in 


order to travel on another: She turned off onto a 
side street. o The car turned off the main road. 

® v+adv « v+ prep 

> ‘turn-off n a place where one road leads off a 
larger or more important road: the turn-off for 
the airport 

-> see also TURN-OFF at TURN SB OFF, TURN SB OFF 
SB/STH 


turn ‘off, turn itself ‘off if a machine or a 


piece of equipment turns off, or turns itself 
off, it stops operating: The heating turns off 
automatically at 9.30.6 The computer will turn 
itself off if you leave it. 

switch off, switch itself off 

turn on, turn itself on 

® v + adv + v+ pron» adv 


turn sb ‘off; turn sb ‘off sb/sth 1 (informal 


to make sb lose interest or become bored: People 
had been turned off by both candidates in the elec- 
tion. © His political views turned her off him. 2 
(informal) to stop sb feeling attracted to sb/sth; to 
make sb feel-disgusted: Uf I tell her I’m only 17 tt 
might turn her off o The sight of all that raw 
meat turned me off o The smell turned me off my 
food. 

turn sb on: turn sb on to sb/sth 

© v+n/pron+ adv + v+adv+n + v>n/pron + prep 
> ‘turn-off n [C, usually sing.) (informal some- 
thing or somebody that people do not find inter- 
esting or attractive: Unlike many other women 
she found his beard a real turn-off. 

+ see alsO TURN-OFF at TURN OFF, TURN OFF STH 


of equipment turns on, or turns itself on, it 
starts operating: I’ve set the oven to turn on al 
5 p.m. ò I don't know why the radio suddenly 
turned itself on. 

switch on, switch itself on 

turn off, turn itself off 

® v+adv + v+pron+ adv 


turn sb ‘on (informal) 1 to make sb enthusiastic 


about sth: What really turns him on is motor- 
bikes. o If live theatre turns you on, there Is 
plenty to choose from. 2 to make sb feel sexually 
excited: That’s not the kind of thing that turns me 
on. ò She says she gets turned on by men in uni- 
Jorm! 

iPP turn sb off 

@ vtnipron+ adv è v+adv+n 

> ‘turn-on 7 [C, usually sing.] (informal) a per 
son, a thing, a situation, etc. that sb finds sexu- 
ally exciting: Being the centre of attention for 
four or five guys was a real turn-on. 


‘turn sth ‘on to start the flow of electricity, gas, 


water, etc. by moving a switch or a button: Did 
you turn the central heating on? © Turn the tapon 
slowly. o I checked the fuses and turned the electri- 
city back on. o I didn't know you were in the room 
until I turned the light on. © Leo turns the televt- 
sion on as soon as he comes home from school. 
light, tap, television, water, gas, etc. 
switch sth on turn sth off 

@ v+nipron+ adv « v+adv+n 

EM turn on the ‘charm to be very pleasant and 
polite to sb in order to gain sth for yourself: She’s 
good at turning on the charm to get what she 
warts. 


turn sth ‘off to stop the flow of electricity, gas, 
water, etc. by moving a switch or a button: to turn 


because you are sad or annoyed: ‘Don’t be cross 


i ; ing with others: wh hin. 
with me,’ she said, her mouth turning down at the g ers: He completely turned in on him 


‘turn sth on sb/sth (also 'turn sth upon sb/sth 


corners. 
turn up 
© v+ ady 


turn sb/sth ‘down to reject or refuse sb/sth: 
Why did Clare turn down your invitation? o He 
asked her to marry him, but she turned him down. 
© They turned down my offer of help. ò She 
turned the job down because it paid too little. o 
My book was turned down by eight publishers. 
offer, application, invitation, request, job, 
Proposal 33YN> reject sb/sth 
@ vtadv+n « v+n/pron + adv 
turn sth ‘down 1 to adjust the controls on a 
piece of equipment in order to reduce the 
amount of heat, noise, light, etc. produced: Turn 
that radio down, | can't sleep. o It’s warmer 
today. I'Ilturn down the heating. © She turned the 
lights down low. volume, heating. sound, 
television turn sth up 2 to fold sth so that 


self after his wife left him. 

' & v+adv + prep 

turn inside ‘out; turn sth Inside ‘out to 
make the inside of sth face outwards: It was so 
windy my umbrella turned inside out. o She 
pulled off her jumper, turning the sleeves inside 
out. 
® v+adv+adv « v+n/pron+ adv + adv 


turn sb/sth Inside ‘out to make great changes 
in sb's Life: The shock turned her world inside out. 
© v+ n/pron + adv + adv 
turn sb/sth upside down 

turn ‘into sth; turn sb/sth ‘into sth to 
change, or to make sth change, into sth different: 
We need to stop this problem from turning into a 
crisis. ò The house had been turned into three 
apartments. © As the fruit ripens, the starch turns 
into sugar. © The director turned her into a star! 
change Into sth, change sb/sth into sth 
© v+prep + v+n/pron+ prep 


the radioftelevision off o I forgot to turn the tap 
off o Turn all the lights off when you leave. ó 
You’ll need to turn off the water to mend the pipe. 
light, television, tap, water, gas, etc. 
YH) switch sth off turn sth on 
-> see alsO TURN STH OUT 
 vt+nipron+adv + v+adven 

‘turn on sb to attack sb suddenly and unexpec- 
tedly: The dog turned on him and bit his finger. © 
She suddenly turned on me and started shouting. 
® v+ prep 

‘turn on sth (also ‘turn upon sth more formal) 1 
(BrE) to depend on sth in order to have a success- 
ful outcome: Her future career turns on this inter- 
view. o The case turns on whether the police can 
prove that the driver knew he had hit something. 
© Much turns on the outcome of the peace talks. 


yD hinge on sth 2 if a conversation, an argu- 


more formal) to point sth such as gun, a camera, 
a light, etc. at sb/sth: Officers turned hoses on the 
demonstrators. 

train sth on sb/sth 

® v+n/pron + prep 


turn sb ‘on to sb/sth (informal) to make sb 


interested in sb/sth or use sth for the first time: 
What was it that first turned you on to jazz? 

turn sb off sb/sth 

® v + n/pron + adv + prep 


‘turn ‘out 4 to be present at an event; to attend sth 


or to go somewhere: The whole village turned out 
to welcome us. © Only half the team turned out for 
the practice. o I’m not going to turn out to meet 
you in this weather. 2 (used with an adverb, an 
adjective or in questions with how) to take place 
or happen in the way mentioned; to develop or 
end in a particular way: The article she wrote had 
turned out well. o The day turned out fine again. 
© You never know how things will turn out. of 


Cà 
turn out 326 


couldn't have gone anyway, as it turned out. o 
The children have turned out well in spite of their 
upbringing, 3 to be discovered to be; to prove to 
be: It turned out that she was a friend of my sis- 
ter > My decision turned out to have been a mis- 
take. o Ruth’s illness turned out not te be serious 
after all. 

$ v + adv 

+ ‘turnout n [C, usually sing.} [U] 4 the number 
of people who come to take part in or watch an 
activity: There was a good turnout for the concert, 
2 the number of people who vote ina particular 
election: a high/low!peor turnout 


turn ‘out; turn sth ‘out to point, or to make sth 
point, outwards: His feet turn out as he walks. o 
She turns her toes out when she walks. 
@ vtadv « v+n/pron+adv « v+adv+n 


‘turn sb ‘out (from sth), turn sb ‘out of sth to 
force sb to leave or go out of a place: The landlord 
turned them out of their house just hefore the New 
Year © You can’t turn us out in this sturm! 
is¥) chuck sb out, chuck sb out of sth: kick 
sb out, kick sb out of sth: turf sb out, turf sb 
out of sth (Bré£, informal 
® v+nipron + adv + v+n/pron+ adv + prep 

turn sth/sb ‘out to produce sth/sb: The factory 
turns out 900 cars a week. o This school has 
turned out several well-known engineers. 
®vtadvtn « v+nipron+ adv (less JSrequent) 

turn sth ‘out 1 to switch off sth suchas alight or 

a source of heat: Remember to turn out the lights. 

87 only tight, gas 37 switch sth off OFF 

turn sth on > see also TURN STH OFF 2 (BrE) to 

clean a room, a cupboard, ete. thoroughly by 
removing the contents and organizing them 
again: She turned the kitchen cupboards out at the 
beginning of the year o I’m going to turn out my 
bedroom during the holidays. clear sth out 

3 to remove the contents of sth; to empty sth 

completely: J turned out all the drawers looking 

jor my keys.o Turn out your pockets. o She 
turned the rice out of the packet into a bowl. 
empty sth 

@vtadvtn è v+n/pron +adv 


be turned ‘out [+ adv/prep] to dress sb/vourself 
with special care or effort: The children were 
always beautifully turned aut. o She was fash- 
ionably turned out in cream trousers and a red 
sweater. 

This phrasal verb is always used in the 
passive, 

© be+v+adv 


turn ‘over; turn sb/sth ‘over to change your 
position, or the position of sb/sth, so that the 
other side is facing outwards or upwards: He 
turned over onto his back. o The van skidded and 
turned over o Jack was driving too fast and 
turned the car over on the bend, o The nurse 


turned Adam over onto his back. o Turn the pan- 

cake over when one side is cooked. o (figurative) 

The smell made my stomaeh turn over 

© v+adv + v+n/pron+adv + v+ adv +n (less 
frequent) 

> ‘turnover n a small piece of pastry filled with 

fruit or jam, folded over and baked 

> see iSO TURNOVER at TURN OVER, TURN STH 

OVER; TURNOVER at TURN STH OVER 


turn ‘over: turn sth ‘over 1 (of an engine) to 


run steadily at a low speed: to start: J turned the 
key and the engine turned over quietly o The 
engine was turning over too fast. tick over 
@ (to sth) (872) to change to a different channel 
when watching television: Can I turn over to 
Channel Four? o This is boring. Let's turn it over 
change over (to sth); switch over (to sth), 
switch sth over (to sth) 3 to move a page or a 
piece of paper so that you can see the other side: 
Turn over (the page) for more details. TAA Turn 
or turn sth is used more frequently in this 
meaning: I turned the page quickly.o Turn to 
page 23, 4 to sell goods and replace them: to be 
sold and replaced: Large supermarkets turn over 
their stock very rapidly o This brand turns over 
twice as fast as the others. 

È v+adv è v+n/pron+adv « v+advtn 

turn over a new ‘leaf to change your way of 
life to become a better, more responsible person 
> ‘turnover 7 [sing.] 1 the rate at which employ. 
ees leave a company and are replaced by others: 
a high turnover of staff2 the rate at which goods 
are sold in a shop/store and are replaced by 
others: a fast turnover of stock 

> see QSO TURNOVER at TURN OVER, TURN SB/STH 
OVER, TURNOVER af TURN STH OVER 


turn sb/sth ‘over (to sb/sth) to deliver sb/sth to 


the control and care of sb in authority, especially 
the police: He was turned over to the Belgian 
police at the border 

@ v+nipron+ adv è v+advtn 


turn sth ‘over 1 (to sb) to give the responsibility 


for sth important to sb else: He had to turn over 
some of his duties to his assistant. o She's plan- 
ning to turn the business over to her daughter. 
Ern hand over to sb, hand sth over to sb 2 if a 
business turns over a particular amount of 
money, it deals with that amount in a particular 
period of time: The company turned over a mil- 
lion pounds in its first year. 3 to think about sth 
carefully: Diana turned over what James had 
said in her mind. o He lay in the dark, turning 
over the day's extraordinary events. BT) chew 
sth over, mull sth over 4 (BrE, slang) to enter a 
place illegally and steal valuable th ings from it: 
The burgiars had turned the house over 
Turn sth over is often used in the passive in this 
meaning. 5 (BrE) to search a place very thor- 


327 aaa 


oughly, making it very untidy: His room had been 
turned over by the police. Turn sth over is 
often used in the passive in this meaning. 
© 1,3,4,5 v+advt+n + v+nipron + adv 
Z2vtadvin + v+pron+ady 
b ‘turnover n [C, usually sing.} [U} the total 
amount of goods and services sold by a company 
during a particular period of time: an annual 
turnover of twenty million 
-> see also TURNOVER al TURN OVER, TURN SB/STH 
OVER: TURNOVER at TURN OVER, TURN STH OVER 
turn ‘over to sth; turn sth ‘over to sth if an 
area, a factory, ete. tarns over or sb turns it 
over to sth, it starts to be used for sth different: 
The whole area has turned over to rice production. 
© The factory was turned over to the production of 
aircraft parts. 
® v+ adv +t prep « v+nipron + adv + prep 
turn ‘round (BrE) = TURN AROUND 
turn ‘round; turn sb/sth ‘round (BrE) = Turn 
AROUND, TURN SB/STH AROUND 
turn ‘round; turn sth ‘round (BrE) = TERN 
AROUND, TURN STH AROUND 
turn sth ‘round (BrE) = TURN STH AROUND 
‘turn to sb 1 to move your head or body so as to 
face sb: He turned to me and smiled. 2 (for sth} to 
approach sb for help, sympathy or advice: Sue 
turns to her friends for support rather than her 
family. o You’re the only person I can turn to for 
advice. o She has nobody she can turn to. 
© v+ prep 
‘turn to sth to start to become involved in sth or 
start to do sth, especially sth legal or harmful, 
often because you are in a difficult situation: He 
was forced to turn to crime to pay off his debts. > 
People often cope with stress by turning to food for 
comfort. 
@ v + prep 
‘turn to sth: ‘turn sth to sth to turn your atten- 
tion, your thoughts, ete. to a new subject: Our 
conversation soon turned to the kind of music that 
we liked. o Let's turn our attention to next week's 
conference. 
attention 
@® v+prep » v+al/pron+ prep 
turn ‘up 1 (of a person) to arrive: He finally 
turned up at three o'clock. o The taxi didn't turn 
up so we walked. show up (informal) 2 to 
be found, especially by chance, after being lost: 
The missing letter turned up in the waste basket. 
3 (of an opportunity) to happen, especially unex- 
pectediy: 7 haven’t got a job at the moment, but 
I'm sure that something wiil turn up. o References 
to Trina turn up in many of his pms. 
@ v+adv 
[i turn up/came up ‘trumps to do more than 
people expect and so make a situation very suc 


turn upside down 


cessful: The team's new player turned up trumps 
and scored three goals. o That was a wonderful 
meal! You've turned up trumps again. 

> ‘turn-up 7 [sing.] (BrE, informal, humorous) 
something surprising or unexpected that hap- 
pens: Nick's handed his work in on time? That's a 
turn-up for the books! 

= see also TURN-UP At TURN SPH UP 

> ‘upturn z an improvement or an increase in 
sth: an upturn in the economy 


turn ‘up; turn sth ‘up to point, or to make sth 


point, upwards: Her nose turns up ai the end. © 
She turned her face up towards him. 

tum down: turn sth down 

@ vtady « v+nfpron+ adv + v+advtn a 

> ‘turned-up adj [only before noun] pointing 
upwards: a turned-up nose _ 

> ‘upturned adj [only before noun) pointing or 
facing upwards: an upturned nose o upturned 


Jaces 7 
> see (z0 UPTURNED al TURN STH UPSIDE DOWN 


turn sth ‘up 1 to adjust the controls of a piece of 


electrical equipment in order ta increase the 
heat, noise, etc: Turn the TV up, [can’t hear what 
she’s saying. © Let's turn the heating up, I’m freez- 
ing. o The music was turned up loud. heat- 
ing, music, radio/television 55% turn sth 
down 2 to make a piece of clothing, or part of a 
piece of clothing. shorter by folding it back and 
sewing it: TAe sleeves were too long and had to be 
turned up. & Will you turn the hem up for me? 
hem let sth down 3 to discover sth, such as 
information or sth hidden: Their enquiries 
turned up a number of interesting facts. o Our 
efforts to trace him turned up nothing. 

@ 1,2 v+nipron + adv e vt+advtn 

3v+advin » v+nipron+ adv 

> ‘turn-up n (BrE) the bottom of the leg of a pair 
of trousers/pants that has been folded over on 
the outside: Turn-ups seem to be coming back into 
fashion. 

+ see aso TURN-UP at TURN UP 


‘turn upon sth (formal) =TURN ON STH 
‘turn sth upon sb/sth = TURN STH ON SB/STH 
turn upside ‘down, turn sth upside ‘down 


to move sth so that the bottom is facing upwards: 
The car hita wall, turned upside down, and ended 
up in a field. o I turned the box upside down and 
everything fell out. 
@ vtadv+adv + v+n/pron+ adv + adv 
turn sth upside ‘down 1 to make a place very 
l untidy while you arè searching for sth: The burg- 
lars turned the flat upside down. 2 to make large 
changes and confusion in sb's life: The divorce 
turned his whole world upside down. 
turn sb/sth inside out 
® v+nipron+ adv + adv 


L? 


> ‘upturned adj [only before noun] turned 
upside down: upturned chairs o We sat on an 
upturned box. 

-> see G/S0 UPTURNED at TURN UP, TURN STH UP 


twist ‘twist; 


twist sth ‘off: twist sth ‘off sth to remove sth 
or break sth off by turning and pulling it with 
your hand: He twisted off the lid and looked 
inside. © She twisted the cap off the bottle and 
took a mouthful of wetter. 
© v+nipron+ adv è v+adv+n « v+n/pron+prep 


type ‘tam, 


type sth ‘in; type sth ‘into sth to put data 
into a document using a computer or a type- 
writer: Type in the file name then press return. o 
Type the relevant details into the boxes provided. 
key sth in, key sth into sth 
@ vtadv+n + v+n/pron + adv « v+n/pron+ prep 


type sth ‘out/up to produce a copy of sth ona 
computer (or word processor) or a typewriter: 
Tm typing up the report this morning. © It took me 
apes ta type muy notes out. 
@® v+adven » v+nipron+ady 


eeuneeeeea ea 
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urge js:d3; AmE zraz 
urge sb/sth ‘on (to sth/to do sth) to encourage 
sb: to support sb so that they can do sth better: 
The supporters were urging the team on. © Urged 
on by the Prime Minister the police tried to end the 
strike. © The driver urged the horses on. 
HY) encourage sb/sth 
$ v+nipron+ adv e vtadvtn 


USe juz/ (used, used /ju:zd/) 


use sth ‘up to use all of sth until no more is left: 
I've used up all the milk. o These eggs need to be 
used up quickly. o This program will use up a lot 
of memory on the hard disk. 
@ v+nipron+ adv + v+advtn 


usher ajar) 


usher sth ‘in (forma?) to mark or be the start of 
" sth new: The elections ushered in a new period of 
change in the country. o Firework displays 
ushered in the New Year 
period, era herald sth (forma) 
@ vtadvin « v+pron+adv 


PURE Ane em ed ee 


Veer var AmE vir; 


veer ‘off; veer ‘off sth (also veer a'way (from 
sth)) 1 to suddenly change direction: The car 
suddenly veered off to the left. o The truck veered 
off the road and crashed into a tree. o The plane 
was going straight towards the mountain, but 
veered away at the last minute. 2 (of a conversa- 
tion or a way of behaving or thinking) to ch ange 
in the way it develops: The conversation veered 
aff into more personal matters. o Throughout kis 
career he’s veered away from jazz into other 
areas. 
® v+adv « vtprep 


Veg vedz; (vegges, vegging, vegged, vegged) 
Although these forms are spelt with -Go-: 
they are all pronounced ‘veds-/. 

veg ‘out (spoken, informal) to relax and do very 
little: All she does is veg out in front of the telly. 
laze about/around: lounge about/around 
@ v+adv 


venture ventar 


‘venture into/on sth (also ‘venture upon sth 
more forma!) to dare to do sth that could be dan- 
gerous or involve risk: As soon as he arrived in 
the country, he ventured on a trip up the Amazon. 
© This ts the first time the company has ventured 
into movie production, 
© v+ prep 


V@rge ivs:d3; AmE va:rd3; 


‘verge on sth (a/so ‘verge upon sth more format) 
to be very close or similar to an extreme state or 
condition: I was treated with suspicion that 
verged on hostility. o Her hair was dark brown, 
verging on black. 

BYO border on sth 
© v+ prep 


vest /vest/ 


‘vest sth in sb/sth; vest sb with sth (format) 
1 to officially or legally give sb the power or 
authority to do sth: Ji is unwise to vest absolute 
power ina single institution. o The court is vested 
with certain rights. 2 to make sb the legal owner 
of land or property S&H Vest sth in sb/sth and 
vest sb with sth are often used in the passive. 
$ v+n/pron + prep 


Vie var (vies, vying /‘vaim/vied, vied) 


‘vie with sb/sth (for sth/to do sth), ‘vie for sth 
(formal) (often used in the progressive tenses) to 
compete strongly with sbisth: There'll be a lot of 
people vying for those posts. o The children were 


vying for the teacher’s attention. o The boys were 
vying with each other to impress her. o There were 
several restaurants vying with each other for 
customers. 

compete (with sb/sth) (for sth) 

You can also use vie to do sth: The boys 
were vying to impress her 

© v+prep 


visit iyizit} 


visit with sb (Am, informal to spend time with 
sb talking in an informal and casual way: d 
visited with my neighbour while the kids were 
playing. 
@ v+prep 

be ‘visited on sb/sth (also be ‘visited upon 
sb/sth) (old-fashioned, formal to be punished 
with sth: He listed the horrors visited upon the 
region during the conflict. o Each new indignity 
visited on her was worse than the previaus one. 
© be+v+prep 


vote /vaut; AmE vout! 


Vote sb/sth ‘down to reject or defeat a candi- 
date ora proposal by voting: The Senate has voted 
down efforts to raise taxes.olf Mr Smith 
demands too much, the unions will vote him 
down, 
© vtnipron+adv « v+adv+n 


vote sb ‘in: vote sb '‘Into/‘onto sth to choose 
sb for a particular position by voting: I was voted 
in äs treasurer o When was this government 
voted into office? o Whe voted her onto the Board 
of Governors? 
elect sb (to sth) (more formal) 
Vote sb in and vote sb into/onto sth are 
often used in the passive. 
@ vt+tadvin «v+pron+adv « vin+tadv (rare) + 

¥+n/pron + prep 

vote sb ‘off sth = VOTE 8B OUT, VOTE SB OUT OFf 
OFF STH 

'vote on sth to make a decision about sth by vot- 
ing: The committee is voting on the proposal 
tonight. o Workers have begun voting on whether 
to hoid a series of one-day strikes. 
proposal, resolution, issue 
CEA Vote on sth can be used in the passive: The 
proposal was voted en and agreed, 
© v+prep 

vote sb ‘onto sth = VOTE sp ix, VOTE su INTO/ 
ONTO STH 

vote sb 'out; vote sb ‘out of/off sth to 
decide as a group to remove sb froma particular 
position by voting: The government may be voted 
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out of office at the next election. o What will he da 
if he gets voted out? o Parsons was voted off the 
Board. 
8] government, party 
Vote sb out and vote sb out of/off sth are 
often used in the passive. 
@ v+nipron+ adv + v+adv+n + 
v+n/pron+ adv + prep + v+m/pron+ prep 
vote sth ‘through to approve sth or bring a pro. 
posal, etc. into force by voting for it: Congress 
voted the bill through without a debate. 
fos) bill, proposal l l 
Vote sth through is often used in the 
passive. . 
@ v+nipront+adv + vtadv+n 


vouch 


vouch jvautS/ 


‘vouch for sb/sth 1 to say that you know sb, that 
vou believe they have a good character and that 
you are prepared to be responsible for their 
actions: They asked whether I was prepared to 
vouch for him. o You should give the names of 
two people who can vouch for your honesty and 
reliability. o I can vouch for the fact that he ts a 
good worker. answer for sth 2 to say that 
you know sth is true because you have seen it 
yourself ‘Twas in bed with flu. My wife can vouch 
for thatime. o Ican’t vouch for this hotel (= 1 have 
no personal experience of it) but it looked won- 
derful from the brochure. . 
ER for sb/sth can be used in the 

passive: I had to be vouched for by a responsible 
person. 
© v+prep 


Raa deer wam ae 


wade wed; 


wade ‘In; wade ‘into sth (informal) to get 
involved in a discussion, an argument, a difficult 
situation, etc. in a forceful and not very sensitive 
way: She waded in with an attack on company 
policy. o The Senator waded into a new argument 


over defence spending. 
@ v+adv + v+ prep 


wade ‘into sb (informal to attack sb physically 
or with words: Marty was terrific — he just waded 
into the skinheads without a thought. o She 
waded straight into her critics with her opening 


remarks. 


3398) launch into sb: attack sb (nore forma ti 
© v+prep 


wade through sth to spend a lot of time and 
effort reading sth or dealing with sth: J had tw 


wade through pages and pages of statistics. 
pages 157D plough through sth 
© v+ prep 


waffle iwofl AmE ‘wafli; 


waffle ‘on (about sth) (informal, especially BrE) 
to talk or write a lot about sth without giving any 
useful information: He waffled on for ages about 


Als garden. 
25H) go on (about sth); rattle on (about sth) 
@ vtadv 


wait | weit; 


on them hand and foot (= doing everything tor 
them, like a servant). 3 (AmE) to serve custom- 
ers In a shop/store: Is anybody waiting on you? o 
There is no one in the furniture department to 
wait on me. 
© v+prep 
‘wait on sb/sth (informal, especially AmE) to 
wait until sb arrives or until sth is available: 
Judd was late and she was sick of waiting on him. 
© Pm still waiting on the result of the blood test o 
She was waiting on my decision. . . 
MIA In British English, wait (for sbisth) is usu- 
ally used. 
© v+prep 
‘wait on sth (especially AME) = Wart ON 5B 1 
wait sth ‘out to stay in a place until sth difficult 
or unpleasant has passed or finished: We shel- 
tered in a doorway to wait out the storm. © It was 
difficult to wait out the hours until I could phone 
her to hear the news. o Their strategy has heen to 
wait the recession out. | 
@ viadv+n è v+n/pron+adv 


walt ‘up 1 (for sb) to not go to bed until sb comes 
home or arrives: Don't wait up (for me), I may be 
late. stay up 2 (informal, especially AmE) 
used to tell sb to stop so that you can reach them 
and talk to them or go with them: Wait up! I'll be 
right there. o Hey guys, wait up. hang on 
@ v+ adv 


‘walt upon sb = wait on SB 2 


walt around (BrE also wait a'bout) (for sb/sth) 
to Stay in a place without doing anything, wait- 
ing for sth to happen or for sb to arrive: J 


wouldn't bother waiting around for him. o She 


didn’t wait about to hear his reply. 
hang around 
@ v+adv 


wait be'hind (especially BrE) to stay after other 


people have gone, especially in order to speak to 
sb privately: He asked her to wait behind after the 
meeting. | 

@ v + adv 


wa it ‘in (for sb/sth) (BrE) to stay at home because 
you are expecting sb to arrive or telephone: I’ve 
got tu wait in for the TV repair man. o She waited 
inall day in case he called. | 
@ vt adv 


‘wait on sb 1 (Ziso ‘wait on sth especially AmE) to 
bring food and drink to people at a table, usually 
ina restaurant: My daughter will wait on us this 
evening! © When I started, I didn’t know any- 
thing about waiting on tables. o We were waited 
on by avery polite young man. 2 (also ‘wait upon 
sb more formal to bring sb everything they want 
or need: She spoiled the children, always waiting 


wake (welk/ (woke /wauk/woken /wauken/ 


or waked, waked) 
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that the natural world must be conserved. o The 
hospitals have woken up to the value of experi- 
enced nurses. o He hasn't yet woken up to the ser- 
iousness of the situation. 

 v + adv + prep 


walk iwak; 
walk a'way (from sb/sth} 1 to leave a difficult or 


unpleasant situation in order to avoid it, instead 
of staying to deal with it: to walk away from a 
situationideal o You can't just walk away from 
the problem. © He just walked away from every- 
thing — his job, his home and his family. 2 if you 
walk away from an accident, etc. you are not 
seriously injured: Both drivers walked away 
with minor cuts and bruises. o He walked away 
unhurt. Walk away is usually used with 
an adjective or a phrase beginning with a prepos- 
ition in this meaning. 

& vt adv 


walk a'way/ off with sth 1 to win sth very cas- 


ily: The team walked away with the champion- 
ship. 2 to steal sth; to take sth without the 
owner's permission: The thief walked away with 
jewellery worth £24 000. 

@ vt adv + prep 


walk ‘in on sb/sth to go into a room and sce 


what sb is doing when they did not expect you 
and did not want anyone to see them: Sorry, I 
didn't mean to walk in on you. © Td obviously 
walked in ona very serious conversation. 

@ v+ady + prep 


walk ‘Into sb/sth to crash into sb/sth while you 


are walking: Look where you're going! You 
walked straight into me. o He keeps bumping into 
things and walking into walls, 

© v+ prep 


walk ‘into sth (informal) 1 to become caught in 


.wake ‘up; wake sb ‘up; wake yourself ‘up 
1 to stop sleeping; to make sh stop sleeping: How 
many times does the baby wake up in the night? o 
Tusually wake up early in the summer o You look 
as if you've only just woken up! o Can you wake 
me up at 8? o He was woken up by the sound of 
breaking glass. Wake and wake sb can 
also be used with this meaning, but usually only 
in more formal language. Wake up and wake 
sb/yourself up are much more common than 
awakelawake sb, awakenlawaken sb and 
wakeniwaken sb, which are formal and usually 

only used in writing. 2 to become, or to make sb 
more lively and interested: You need to wake up 
and start paying attention. o Wake up! I don’t 
want to have to repeat all this. o The class needs 
waking up. 

@ v+adv + vtnipront+adv + v+adv+n 

> ‘wake-up adj [only before noun] that is 
intended to wake you up: What time would vou 
like your wake-up call (= for example, ina hotel)? 


‚wake ‘up to sth to become aware of sth: to real- 


ize sth: People are finally waking up to the Jaci 


sth that you are not expecting, especially 
because vou are not careful: He realized he ad 
walked into a trap. 2 to succeed in getting a job 
without having to make an effort: She walked 
straight into a job in publishing. 

® v+ prep 


walk ‘off; walk ‘off sth to leave a place ora 


person suddenly because you are angry or upset: 
She turned and walked off without a word. © The 
rest of the team walked off the field in protest. 

@ vtadv ə v+ prep 


walk sth ‘off to go for a walk in order to get rid of 


the feeling that you have caten too much or an 
emotion such as anger: J need to walk off that 
lunch. o It'll do her good to walk some of her tem- 
per aff 

Walk sth off is not used in the passive. 

@ veadvtn « v+n/pron+ adv 


walk ‘off with sth (informal) 1 : WALK Away/ 


OFF WITH STH 1 They've walked off with most of 
the film awards. 2 (humorous) = WALK AWAY/OFF 


wali in 


WITH STH 2 Who's walked off with my pen? o That 
dog's just walked off with our ball? 


walk ‘out 1 (a/so walk ‘out of sth) to leave a 


meeting, a performance, ete. suddenly before the 
end, because vou do not like it or are angry: Sev- 
eral students walked out of the debate before the 
vote. o Some of the audience walked out in dis- 
gust. 2 (of workers) to stop working and go on 
strike: The cameramen have waiked out over 
working conditions. 3 (on sb/sth) (informal) to 
leave sb vou have a close relationship with anda 
responsibility for: He watked outon his wifelmar- 
riage after 35 years. 

® v+adv 1 also y + adv + prep 

» ‘walkout n 4 a sudden strike by workers: The 
staff staged a one-day walkout. 2 a protest in 
which you leave a meeting, a performance, etc. to 
show your anger or disapproval 


walk ‘over sb (informal) 1 to treat sb badly and 


not consider their wishes or feelings: We're not 
prepared to let the management walk all over us. 
2 to defeat sb easily in a competition: They'll 
walk all over you on Saturday. 

Walk over sb can be used in the passive: 
Don't let yourselves be walked over. 

& v+prep 

> ‘walkover n (informal an easy victory in a 
game or competition: a situation in which you 
are considcred to have won a game although you 
did not in fact play: The race was no walkover (- 
it was not easy to win). o The other team didn't 
turn up so we had a walkover into the final. 


walk ‘through sth (especially AmE) 1 to prac- 


tise or perform a play in a simple way, just using 
basic moves and positions 2 to practise a televi- 
sion programme without the cameras 

@ v + prep 

» ‘walk-through n [usually sing.] 1 a practice of 
a play without costumes or the objects you need, 
to practise basic moves and positions 2 a prac- 
tice of a television programme without the 
cameras 


walk sb ‘through sth (AmE) to show or tell sb 


how to do sth by carefully explaining or showing 
each part separately: She walked me through the 
complicated document. o He'll walk you through 
the procedure. 
YD talk sb through sth 
® v +ni/pron + prep 

walk ‘up (to sb/sth) to approach sb/sth in a confi- 
dent way: She walked straight up to the desk and 
asked to see the manager 
@ v + adv 


wall 'wo:1/ 
wall sth ‘into puta wall or a barrier around sth: 
Apurtment blocks walled in the playground com- 


pletely. 
@ vtadvtn + v+n/pront adv 


toe ii 


wall sth ‘off to build a wall or a barrier around 
an area to separate it from another area: Part of 
the yard had been walled off 
Wall sth offis often used in the passive. 
@ v+adv+n + v+n/pron+ adv 


„wall sb ‘up to keep sb as a prisoner in a place sur- 
rounded by wals: a story of a woman who was 
walled up ina small room and left to die 
Wall sb up is often used in the passive. 

@ vtadv+n e v+rvpron+ adv 

wall sth ‘up to block a space with bricks ora wall 
so that it can no longer be used: The entrance had 
been walled up in the 17th century. 

EE Wali sth up is often used in the passive. 
®© viadvin « v+nipron+adyv 


wallow woas; AmE‘wa:lou/ 


‘wallow in sth (often disapproving) to enjoy sth 
that gives you pleasure, especially when it is sth 
unpleasant and you do it in a way that makes 
other people think you enjoy being unhappy or 
want sympathy from them: Stop wallowing in 
self-pity. o She wallou:s in nostalgia for the past. 
self-pity, nostalgia 
© v+prep 


Waltz jwo:ls; AmE wots; 


waltz ‘off (with sth) (informal) to leave a person 
or placé in an annoying way, often taking sth 
without the owner’s permission: The tenants 
waltzed off with half our possessions. o He just 
waltzed off and left me! 
walk away/off (with sth) 
@ vtadv 


wander /wondatr): AmE 'wam-/ 


wander ‘offia'way; wander ‘from/off sth 
to leave the place where you ought to be, or the 
person. or group of people you are with, without 
thinking about it: Don’t wander off and get lost. 
© The child had wandered away from her mother. 
> We had wandered off the path. 
@ vtadv + v+prep 


want ‘wont; AmE want, want! 


‘want for sth (formal) (usually used with a nega- 
tive word) to suffer because you do not have sth: J 
work hard so that my children want for nothing. 
little, nothing 
@ v+ prep 

„want ‘in (on sth) 1 (also want ‘into sth) (infor- 
mal, especially AmE to want to be involved in 
sth, especially a business deal: Do you want in (on 
this project)? o Does Jack want into the club? 2 
(informal, especially AME) to want to come inside 
a place: The cat wants in. Can you open the door? 
iFP want out, want out of sth 
® v+ adv 4 also v + prep 


want 'out; want 'out of sth 41 (informad to no 
longer want to be involved in sth, especially a 
business deal: 7 want cut before we get into diffi- 
culties. o I want out of this mess. want in 
(on sth), want into sth 2 (informal, especially 


AME) to want to go out of a place: J want out of 


here. want in 
®© vtadv + v+ adv + prep 


ward iwadi AmE wo:rd} 


ward sb/sth ‘off to prevent sb/sth dangerous or 
unpleasant from affecting or harming vou: She 
put up a hand to ward off the blows. o I'm taking 
vitamin C to ward off a cold, o He keeps dogs to 
ward off unwanted visitors. 
evil. blows. criticism, danger 
@ vtadvtn + v+nipron+adv 


warm wxm, AmE worm/ 


'warm to sb to start to like a person: I warmed fo 
the teacher immediately. 
®© v+prep 

‘warm to sth to become more interested in or 
enthusiastic about sth: The speaker was warm- 
ing to his theme now. 
theme, task, idea 
@ v+prep 

warm ‘up f (of the weather, the earth, etc.) to 
become warmer: Research shows that the see is 
warming up. e When spring comes the earth 
begins to warm up. 2 to do gentle exercise or 
practice to prepare for an athletic activity or a 
performance: [l'm always careful to warm up 
before I go jogging. o Peter was warming up with 
a few scales. limber up (for sth) 3 (of a 
machine, an engine, etc.) to run for a short time 
in order to reach the temperature at which it will 
operate well: This computer takes a lang time to 
Warn Up. 
@ v+adv 
> ‘warm-up n [usually sing.] a series of gentle 
exercises or a short practice to prepare for an 
athletic activity or a performance: What do you 
doasa warm-up? o warm-up exercises 


.warm ‘up: warm sb/sth ‘up 1 to become, or to 


make sb or a part of sb's body, feel warmer: Come 
and warm up by the fire. o They stamped their 
feet to warm them up. 2 to become, or to make 
sb/sth, more lively or enthusiastic: By midnight 
the party was only just warming up. o His role is 
to warm up the audience before the main event. 

@ vtadv + vtnipron+ adv è vtadven 


warm sth ‘up 1 to make sth become warmer: 


The fire had begun to warm the room up, 2 to heat 
cooked foud again before you eat it: The soup just 
needs warming up. 

heat sth up 

© v+nipron + adv + v+adven 
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War tt won, Ame worn! 


warn sbisth a'way to tell a person, a ship, an 
aircraft, etc. not to come near a place because it 
is dangerous: The male birds sing to warn other 
males away. o An electric fence warned away any- 
one whacame too close. 
@ v+npron + adv èe vtadvt+n 

warn sb ‘off, warn sb ‘off sb/sth; warn sb 
‘off doing sth 1 to tell sb to leave or not to 
come near a place, often in a threatening way: 
The farmer warned us off his land when we tried 
to camp there. 2 to advise sb not to do sth or to 
stop doing sth: He was warned off smoking after 
his first heart attack. o She warned him off a car- 
eer in acting. o We were warned off renting the 
apartment. 
@ v+nipron + adv + v+n/pron+ prep 


wash wos; AmE waf, wars! 


wash sb/sth a'way if water, a wave, etc. 
washes sb/sth away, it removes or carries 
themit away to another place: A freak wave 
washed the two children away, o The bridge was 
washed away by the floods. 
@ v+nipron+adyv « vtadvin 
wash sth a'way to use water to remove a mark, 
dirt, ete. from sth: She tried to wash away some of 
the dirt and blood from the boy's face. o figura- 
tive) A hot bath soon washed my tiredness away. 
@ vtadv+n + v+nipran+ adv 
wash sth ‘down 1 (with sth) to clean sth by 
using a large quantity of water: J washed the car 
down with a hose. 2 (with sth) to drink sth after. 
or at the same time as, eating food: We washed 
our lunch down with iced tea. o He had a huge 
plate of pasta washed down with several bottles of 
beer 3 (of a river a flood, ete.) to carry sth down- 
wards away from its original position: Tons of 
earth had been washed down by the storm. 
@® v+nipron+ adv « v+advtn 
wash ‘off: wash sth ‘off, wash sth ‘off sth 
to be removed from the surface of sth or from a 
fabric by washing: to remove sth in this way: 
However hard you rub, an ink stain won't wash 
off o Wash off the dirt with soap and water © 
Wash the mud off your boots before you go in. 
@ vtadv + vtnipron+adv + vtadven + 
¥+nipron+ prep 
wash ‘out: wash sth ‘out: wash sth ‘out of 
sth to be removed from a fabric, hair, etc. by 
washing: to remove sth in this way: The hair coi- 
our isn't permanent, It will wash out in a few 
weeks. o Take care to wash all the shampoo out of 
your han: 
© v+adv + vinipron+ady + v+adv+n + 
v+ pnipron + prep 
» washed ‘out adj (of fabric, clothes or colours) 
no longer brightly coloured, often as a result of 


wash up 


frequent washing: Washed-out jeans were very 
fashionable at that time. 

= see also WASHED OUT at WASH $B OUT; WASHED 
OUT at WASH STH OUT 


wash sb ‘out to make sb very tired: That long 


walk has washed me out. 

@ v+nipront adv + vt+advtn 

» washed ‘out adj (of a person) tired and pale: 
You look washed out — go and rest. 

-3 see also WASILED OUT at WASH OUT, WASH STH 
OUT, WASH STH OUT OF STH: WASHED OUT al WASH 
STH OUT 


wash sb/sth ‘out (to ...),, wash sb/sth ‘out of 


sth (of water, a wave, etc.) to carry sb/sth away 
from their/its original position: If you'd fallen in 
you would have been washed out to sea. 
® v+n/pron+ adv + v+n/pron+ ady + prep 


wash sth ‘out 1 (with sth) to wash the inside of a 


container in order to remove dirt, etc: He care- 
fully washed the bottles out with disinfectant. 2 if 
rain washes out a sports game, an event, ete. it 
makes it end early or prevents it from starting: 

The game was washed out. 3 (AmE, format) to 
end sth: Baltimore washed out the Indians’ six- 
game win streak with an &2 win. 

@ 1,3 v+nipron+adv + v+advtn 

Z2vtadvt+n + v+n/pron+ adv 

>» washed ‘out adj [only before noun] flooded: 

damaged by floods: Washed-out towns are appeal- 

ing for help. 

=> see alsO WASHED OUT at WASH SR OUT) WASHED 

OUT at WASH OLT, WASH STH OUT, WASH STH OUT 

Or STH 

p ‘washout z (informal) 4 an event that stops 

early or does not happen, because of rain: The 

game was a washout. 2 an event that is a com- 

plete failure: The party was « total washout. 
wash ‘over sb 4 (also wash ‘through sb) to sud- 

denly affect sb very strongly: A wave of guilt 

washed over her 2 (informal) to happen all 

around sb without affecting them: All their criti- 

cism seems to wash over him. 

© v+prep 


wash ‘up (Amé£) to wash your hands and face: J 


went to the men’s room to wash up. 
® v+adv 


wash ‘up: wash sth ‘up 1 (BrE) to wash dirty 


plates, glasses, etc. after a meal: [t's your turn to 
wash up. o Don't forget to wash up the glasses as 
well, 2 to be carried along in the water and then 
left on land: to carry sth along and leave it in this 
way. A number of dead dolphins have washed up 
on the shore. o His body was washed up on the 
beach two days iater. 

@ vtadv + v+nipron+adv e vtadven 

> washed ‘up adj (informal, especially Ams) to 
be no longer successful and unlikely to succeed 
again in the future: a washed-up cabaret singer 

> washing-up n [U] (BrE) 1 the act of washing 
dirty dishes, glasses, etc. after a meal: Don't 
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forget to de the washing-up before you go out. o 
washing-up liquid 2 the dirty dishes, glasses, etc. 


that have to be washed after a meal: a sink full of 


washing-up 


waste jweist; 


waste a'way (of a person, part of the body etc.) 
to grow thin or weak in an unhealthy way: Fe 
was clearly wasting away. o The muscles in her 
arm had wasted away. 
® v+ adv 


watch wot; Amz waif, wot! 


‘watch for sb/sth 1 to look and wait for sth to 
happen or for sb to come: My parents were watch- 
ing for me coming off the plane, o Watch for the 
sign. 2 = WATCH OUT FOR SB/STH 1 There are seu- 
eral points to watch for. 
® v+ prep 

watch ‘out (spoken) used to warn sb about sth 
dangerous: Watch out, there’s a car coming! o 
He'll get ina terrible mess if he doesn’t watch out. 
YS¥8) look out 
@ vitadyv 


watch ‘out for sb/sth 1 (also 'watch for 
sb/sth) to be quick to notice or be aware of 
sb/sth, especially sb/sth that might cause you 
trouble: The staff were asked to watch out for 
Jorged banknotes. © Watch out for their striker: he 
could cause us all sorts of problems, 2 to be ready 
to see sb/sth new or interesting: Watch out for a 
new feature in next month's magazine. 
HTA look out for sb/sth 
@ v+adv+prep è v+prep 

watch ‘over sb/sth (rma) 1 to take care of 
sb/sth, by being near them; to protect or guard 
sbisth: The child needed to be watched over 24 
hours a day. o He believed his mother was still 
watching over hum, even though she had died 
when he was very young. protect sb/sth 
(more formal) 2 to watch sb/sth carefully to make 
sure that everything is done or happens cor- 
rectly: There is a committee to watch over each 
different area of government policy. supar- 
vise sh/sth (more forma!) 
Watch over sb/sth can be used in the pas- 
sive: [don’t like being waiched over like a child. 
© v+ prep 


water | watar) AmE also 'wa:t-/ 


‚water sth 'down 1 to make a liquid weaker by 
adding water: The beer had been watered down. 
beer }8%)> dilute sth (more formal 2 to 
change sth such as a speech, a piece of writing, 
etc. to make it less strong and less likely to offend 
people: The criticisms had been watered down to 
avoid giving offence. proposal YW dilute 
sth (nore formal) 


Water sth down is often used in the 
passive. 

@® viadvtnevtprontady + vtntadv (rare) 

» watered ‘down adj 1 made weaker because 
water has been added: watered-down beer 2 
made less strong or critical in order not to offend 
people: watered-down language © It's a watered- 
down version of the original proposal. 


Wave wer; 


wave sth a'round (BrE also wave sth a‘bout) if 
you wave your arms, hands, etc. around in the 
air, you move them vioclenily about, often in 
order to attract attention: She ran out into the 
yard, waving her arms about. o Stop waving that 
knife around! 
@ v+n/pron + adv 

wave sth a'side/a'way tọ not accept sth 
because you think it is not important or neces- 
sary: Their protests were waved aside. o He 
waved away my question without trying to 
answer it. 

EEJ objection, protest SY) brush sth aside: 
dismiss sth (more formal 
@ v+nipron+ adv + v+adven 

‚wave sb/sth ‘down to signal to sb/sth to stop, by 
waving your hand: We waited while Richard 
waved down a taxi. o The police had set up a 
roadbiock and waved several drivers down. 
653] driver, taxi, vehicle flag sb/sth down 
$ vinipron+ adv « vtadvin 

wave sb ‘off to wave goodbye to sb as they leave: 
T waved the children off to school and went back 
inside. 
@ vinipron+adv + v+adv+n 

wave sb/sth ‘on to signal to sb/sth to go for- 
wards, by waving your hand or arm: The police 
waved the traffic on. o We stopped, but the cab 
driver waved us on. 
® v+ n/pron+adv + vtadven 

wave sb/sth ‘through; wave sb/sth 
‘through sth to signal to sb to continue for- 
wards through a gate or a barrier. by waving 
your hand or arm: The soldier gave us back our 
passports and waved us through. 
®© v+nipron+ adv e v+adv+n + v+nipron + prep 


wean (vin; 


be ‘weaned on sth to have learned about or 
experienced sth from an early age: J was weaned 
on a regular diet of Hollywood fantasy, 
@ be+v+prep 


‘wean sb/yourself offfrom sth to make 


sb/yourself gradually stop doing sth or using sth 
that is bad or harmful: The hospital managed to 
wean her off the drug. o The patch enables 
smokers to wean themselves off cigarettes very 
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gradually. o It can be extremely difficult to wean 
children off Junk food. 
® v+nipron + prep 


Wear wear) AME wer! (past wore 


fworr)iweorn wan AmE worn) 


wear a’way (written) if time wears away, it 


passes very slowly: The afternoon was wearing 
away. 

Hri pass by 

@ v+ adv 


wear a'way, wear sth a'way to become, or to 


make sth become thinner, smoother, etc. by con- 
tinually using or rubbing it: The picture on the 
coin had worn away. o The steps had been worn 
away by the feet of thousands of visitors. 
© viadv + v+adv+n è v+prontadv + 

v+ n+ ady (rare) 


wear a'way at sb/sth to slowly and gradually 


make sth thinner or smoother: a drop of water 
wearing away at a stone > (figurative) Stress can 
wear away at your ability to think straight. 
stone erode sth (more formal) 

© vt adv + prep 


wear ‘down, wear sth ‘downi to become or to 


make sth become, gradually smaller, thinner, 
etc. by continuously using or rubbing it: The 
tyres had worn right down. © The path has been 
worn down in places to bare rock. 

@ vtadv «vtadvin + v+nipron+ adv 


wear sb/sth ‘down to make sb/sth weaker or 


less determined, especially by continuously 
attacking or putting pressure on them/it over a 
period of time: Constantly being criticized was 
wearing her down. o to wear dawn sb's patience! 
resistance 

yu) grind sb down 

@ vtadvin « v+prontady + v+n+advy (rare) 


wear sth ‘in (BrE) to wear boots or shoes for a 


short period of time until they become comfort- 
able: These boots were so comfortable they didn’t 
need to be worn in at ail. 
boots, shoes break sth in 
© v+nipron+ady e vradvtn 

wear ‘off if a feeling or an effect wears off, it 
gradually disappears: The effects of the medicine 
slowly wore off o Children love new toys, but the 
novelty soon wears off 
@ v + adv 

wear 'On (written) when time wears on, it passes 
in a way that seems Slow: As ihe evening wore on, 
she became more and more nervous. 
@ v+adv 

wear ‘out; wear sth ‘out to become, or to make 
sth become, thin or no longer able to be used, 
usually because it has been used too much: Our 


welgh against 


carpets always seem to wear out quickly. © I wore 
out two pairs of boots on the walking trip. © (fig- 
urative) Her patience finally wore out. 
@ vtadv e v+adv+n + v+n/pron + adv 
> worn ‘out adj badly damaged and no longer 
useful because it has been used a lot: worn-out 
clothesfequipment 
-> see also WORN OUT at WEAR SB/YOURSELF OUT 
(WITH STH) 

wear sb/yourself ‘out (with sth) to make 
sh/yourself extremely tired: /t’s no good wearing 
yourself out by working so late, o The kids have 
work me out today. 
357s) tire sb out; exhaust sb (more formal 
® v+ n/pron+ adv 
> worn ‘out adj [not usually before noun] 
extremely tired: 7 went to bed feeling worn out 
after the busy week. © You look worn out! o He 
died a worn-out man overcome by the injustices of 


life. 
-> see also WORN OUT at WEAR OUT, WEAR STH OUT 


weary ‘wori Amz ‘wiri/ (wearles, weary- 
Ing, wearted, wearied) 


‘weary of sb/sth; 'weary of doing sth (liter- 
ary) to lose your interest in or enthusiasm for 
sb/sth; As the day went on, we wearied of the long 
journey. l 
tlre of sb/sth, tire of doing sth (less 
formal) 
© v + prep 


weasel nwiz ilb, AmE -1-) 


weasel ‘out: weasel ‘out of sth (informal, 
disapproving, especially AmE) to avoid keeping a 
promise, doing your duty, etc: What I did was 
wrong and I should be punished. I’m not going to 
try and weasel out. > He's trying to figure out a 
way to weasel out of the deal. 
@ vtadv + vt+adv+ prep 


weed fwi:d, i 

weed sb/sth ‘out to remove or get rid of sb/sth 
that you do not want from a group of people or 
things: a plan intended to weed out poor teachers 
© Weak or sick animals were weeded out. 
@® v+adv+n + y+nipron+ ady 


weigh iwer 
weigh a'gainst sb/sth (/erma/) to make sb less 
likely to achicve sth or to be successtul: The fact 
that he’s had five jobs in two years will weigh 
against his application. 
count against sb 
® v+ prep 
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‚weigh sth a'gainst sth to consider the import- 
ance or the advantages of sth compared to sth 
else: Potential benefits need to be weighed against 
the obvious risks. 
set sth against sth 
© v+nipron + prep 

weigh sb ‘down (with sth) to make sb feel anx- 
ious or depressed: The responsibilities af the job 
are weighing her down. o He was weighed down 
with grief 
Weigh sb down is often used in the 
passive, 

@ v+advtn + v+pron+adv « vtn+adv (rare) 

Weigh sb/sth ‘down (with sth) to put a heavy 
weight on sh/sth so that it is difficult for them to 
move casily: We were weighed down with bags of 
shopping. o The snow was weighing down the 
branches of the fir trees. 

YO burden sb (with sth) 
Weigh sb down is often used in the 
passive. 
@ vi adv+n«v+pront+adv + vin+ady (rare) 
weigh ‘in 1 (at sth) to have your weight meas- 
ured, especially before a race, acom petition, etc: 
Both boxers weighed in at several pounds below 
their limit. o Baby Sam weighed in at 4 kilos. 2 
(with sth) (informal) to join in a discussion, an 
argument, etc. by saying sth important or doing 
sth to help: We all weighed in with helpful 
suggestions. 
@ 1Tv+adv 
2v+adv + v+adv+speech 
> weigh-in n the occasion when the weight of a 
Sports person such as a boxer is measured just 
before a fight, a race, etc: The champion arrived 
five minutes late for the weigh-in 
‘weigh on sb/sth (also ‘weigh upon sb/sth more 
formal) to make sb feel worried or depressed; to 
be a difficult duty or task for sb/sth: The responsi- 
bilities are clearly weighing heavily on his 
shoulders. > The debt burden weighs heavily on 
the government. 
burden sb/sth 
© v+prep 
weigh sth ‘out to measure a quantity of sth by 
weight: Weigh out ail the ingredients before you 
Start making the cake. 
@ viadvin « v+pron+adv + v+n+ adv (rare) 


„weigh sb ‘up to form an opinion of sb by watch- 
ing them or talking to them: She stared at him, 
weighing him up. © The two women weighed each 
other up for a few moments. o He's certainly got 
Jeff weighed up. 

@ v+advt+n * v+pron+adv » V+n+ adv (rare) 
weigh sth ‘up (against sth) to think carefully 
about a situation before you decide what to do: / 
weighed up the pros and cons (= the advantages 
and disadvantages) of giving up m y job. o We 
have to weigh up whether we can afford a trip to 


Italy this year o It's important to weigh up all 

possible courses of action. 

@ vtadvtns v+pron+adv « v+n+ adv (rare) 
‘weigh upon sb/sth = WEIGH on sa/sTt 


weight wert; 


weight sth ‘down (with sth) to add a weight to 
sth so that it feels very heavy, bends down, sinks, 
etc: The canvas sheet was weighted down to stop it 
blowing away. © My pockets were weighted down 
with lots of small coins. 
[EMS Weight sth down is often used in the 
passive. 
@ vtadvin è v+pron+adv «vin +adv (rare) 


welch /weltf, welf/ 
‘Welch on sb/sth = weston SB/STH 


weld weld; 


weld sbsth ‘into sth: weld sb/sth 
to'gether to unite sb/sth into an effective 
whole: The manager has welded the players into a 
strong team. © The crisis helped to weld the com- 
munity together. 
© v+n/pron + prep + v+n/pron+ adv 


well we; 


well 'up 1 if a liquid wells up. it rises to the sur- 
face and starts to flow: Tears welled up in his eves. 
© Spots of blood began to well up on her skin. 2 
(in/inside sb) if an emotion wells up, you start to 
feel it very strongly: Ske felt anger welling up 
inside her. 
@ v + adv 


welsh /wels; (also welch) 


‘welsh on sb/sth (informal, disapproving) to not 
do sth that you have promised to do, for example 
to not pay money that you owe a person: ‘I'm net 
in the habit of wetshing on deals,’ said Don. 
© v+prep 


whale jwen/ 


‘whale into/on sb (AmE, informal) to attack sb 
by hitting them again and again with great force: 
Jo really whaled on Steve and was surprised he 
was still standing afterwards. o Twas so angry, I 
simply whaled into him. o (figurative) She 
whaled into me for being late again. 
© v+ prep 


wheel iwi: 


.wheel a'round; wheel sb/sth a'round (BrE 
also wheel ‘round, wheel sb/sth ‘round) (Lifer- 
ary) to turn around very quickly to face the 
opposite direction; to make sb/sth do this: J 


wheeled around to scream at Miles. © He wheeled 
his horse around and started for home. 
spin around, spin sb/sth around 
@ vtadv + v+ni/pron+ adv 
wheel sb/sth ‘out (BrE, informal) to produce 
sb/sth and use them to help you do sth, even 
though they have often been used before: He 
wheels out the same old arguments every time he 
makes a speech. © The company wheeled out some 
big guns (= very important people) to launch the 
new car 
© vtnipron+adv « v+adv+n 


while wan 


while sth a'way if you while away a period of 
time, you spend it in a pleasant, lazy way: There 
were plenty of cafés in which to while away a 
pleasant evening. o We whiled away the time at 
the airport reading magazines. 
@ vt+advtn è v+pron tady + v+n+adv (rare) 


whip wp; Cpr) 

whip sth ‘out; whip sth ‘out of sth to take 
sth out quickly and suddenly: He whipped out his 
camera and started taking photos. 
@ v+nipron+ adv + v+adv+n æ 

v+nipron + adv + prep 

whip ‘through sth (informal) to do sth very 
quickly: She whipped through the routine paper- 
work, 
$ v+ prep 

whip sb/sth ‘up to deliberately make sb feel 
strong emotions or get excited about or inter- 
ested in sth: The studio audience was whipped up 
into a frenzy. o They're trying to whip up support 
for their candidate. 
crowd, support, resistance HYN) stir sb/sth 
up; rouse sb/sth (more forma!) 
®© v+nipron+ adv « v+adv+n 

whip sth ‘up 1 to prepare a meal or some food 
very quickly: J can easily whip up an omelette. 
YY") put sth together, throw sth together 
(informal 2 if the wind whips up dust, waves, 
etc. it makes it/them rise quickly: The wind 
whipped up the sand in gusts. wind 
@ vtadv+n + v+pron+ adv + v+n+ adv (less Jre- 

quent) 


whisk jwisk; 

whisk sb/sth a'way/off to remove sb/sth from 

a place very quickly: The president was wh isked 
away by his bodyguards. o The food was whisked 
away before we had finished. 
@ vtnpront+ady è vtadven 


whittle jwn, 


whittle sth a'way to gradually reduce the size, 
importance or value of sth: Inflation has been 


win out 


whittling away their savings. o Our lead (=ina 
sports competition, for example) was being grad- 
ually whittled away. 
@ vtadvtn « v+nipron+ adv 
whittle sb/sth ‘down to reduce the size or num- 
l ber of sb/sth gradually: The government s major- 
ity has been whittled down to eight. 
TYR) reduce sb/sth 
@ v+adv+n + v+n/pront adv 


WHIZZ (especially BrE (AmE usuaily whiz) 
WIZ] 

whizz ‘through sth to do, read sth, etc. very 

quickly: She whizzed through the work and was 
finished before lunch. 
© v+prep 


whoop {wuip; AME wop/ 

whoop it ‘up (informal) 1 to enjoy yourself in a 

noisy and excited way: I’ve been working hard 
while you've been whooping it up in Berlin. 2 
(AmE to try to make people excited or enthusi- 
astic about sbi/sth 
Sav) five it up l 
Whoop it up cannot be used in the passive. 
© vt it+ adv 


wig [wigi 

wig ‘out; wig sb ‘out (AmE, slang) to become, 
or to make sb, very excited or very anxious about 
sth: to go, or to make sb, crazy, often as a result of 
the effect of drugs 
© vtadv + v+n/pront+ adv 


wimp fammnp/ 


wimp ‘out (on sb/sth) (informal, disapproving) 
to decide not to do sth you had intended to do 
because you are too frightened: Did you wimp out 
on any of the tests? o Dave wimped out and 
refused to dive off the top board. 
ISYA bottle out, bottle out of sth, bottle out of 
doing sth; chicken out, chicken out of sth, 
chicken out of doing sth 
© v+ adv 


Win /win! (winning, won, won /wan/) 


win sb/sth ‘back to get again by your own 
| efforts sb/sth thal you had before: Tm hoping to 
win back my place in the team soon. © Jack had 
tried everything to win Martha back. © You do 
have a chance to win your money back. 
@ v+nipron+ adv + vtadvin 
win ‘out (over sb/sth) (informal) if sth wins out, 
| it is stronger or more successful than other 
things: It is not clear Uf the archaeologists will win 
out over the builders and save the temple. 
prevail (more formal) 
®© v+adv 
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win sb ‘over (BrE also win sb 'round) (to sth) to 
gain sb’s support or approval, especially by per- 
suading them that you are right: My dad's 
against the idea, but I’m sure I can win himoaver. o 
Jenny's parents were soon won over by Anthony's 


wind sb ‘up (BrE. informal 1 to deliberately 


make sb very angry or annoyed: Are you deliber- 
ately winding me up? o Ignore them. They're just 
irying to wind you up. annoy sb (nore for- 
mal 2 to tell sb sth that is not true in order to 


easy charm. 
bring sb round/araund (to sth) 
® v+nipron+adv « vtadvtn 


,win ‘through io finally succeed after trying very 
hard: We are faced with a lot of problems but we'll 
win through in the end. o United won through to 


the final in an exciting game. 
@ v+ adv 


wind /walnd/ (wound, wound /waund/) 


wind ‘down 1 to relax, after a period of stress or 


excitement: Jf takes a while for me to wind down 
after work. unwind 2 if a machine winds 
down, it gocs slowly and then stops: The old clock 
had wound right down. 3 if a business winds 
down, it gradually reduces the amount of work 
it does until it closes completely: Next week the 
mill winds down for a summer break. 

@ v+ adv 


wind sth ‘down 14 to bring a business or an 
activity gradually to an end over a period of 
time: The government is winding down its 
nuclear programme. business, programme 
reduce sth SOF) expand sth 2 to make the 
window of car open and go downwards by mov- 
ing a handle, pushing a button, etc: She wound 
down the driver's window and called to him. 
car window open sth wind sth up 
@® v+nipron + adv « v+adven 

wind ‘up: wind 'up doing sth (informad to 
find yourself after a long time in a particular 
place or situation: I always said she would wind 
up in jail. © Bill wound up marrying the girl next 
door! o If he isn’t more careftel, he'll wind up 
dead. 

end up, end up doing sth; finish up, finish 
up doing sth 

In this meaning, wind up is nearly always 
used with either an adjective, a phrase begin- 
ning with a preposition, or doing sth. 

@ vtadv 

wind ‘up: wind sth ‘up 1 to bring sth such asa 
speech, a meeting or a discussion to an end: 
Before I wind up, I'd like to make one final point. o 
If we all agree, let's wind up the discussion. 2 to 
make sth mechanical work by turning a handle 
several times: Does this clock have a battery or 
does it wind up?o This is a great little toy, You 
Just wind it up and off it goes! 

® v+adv è v+adv+n è v+nipron+adv 

> ‘wind-up adj [only before nown] a wind-up 
mechanism is one that you operate by turning a 
handle several times: a wind-up clockttoy 


make a joke: Come off it, you're winding me up! 
ISR) tease sb 

® v+nipron + adv è v+adven 

> ‘wind-up 7 (BrE, informal) sth that sb says or 
does in order to annoy sb or to make a joke: H 
sounded so crazy I thought if was a wind-up. 


wind sth ‘up 1 to close a business, a company; 
ete: The company was wound up last year 
business, company 2 to close a car window. 
making it move upwards, by turning a handle. 
pressing a button, ete: F wound up the window 
and locked the door. car window 20°F) wind 
sth down 
@ vt advtn + v+n/pron+ady 
>» winding-‘up n the act of officially closing a 
business, a company, etc: a voluntary winding-up 
af the company © a winding-up order/ petition 


wink jwmk/ 


‘wink at sth to pretend that you have not noticed 
sth, especially sth bad or illegal: The authorities 
have chosen to wink at the illegal trade. 
®© v+prep 


winkle }wigk1/ 


winkle sb/sth ‘out: winkle sb/sth ‘out of 
sth (BrE) to get sb/sth out of somewhere slowly 
and with difficulty: The bird uses its sharp heak 
to winkle insects out of tree trunks. o The terror- 
ists have been winkled out of their hiding place. o 
Leila had been working in the library all the week, 
so we sent Tim to winkle her out. 
® v+nipron+ adv + v+adv+n +è 
¥ + n/pron + adv + prep 
winkle sth ‘out; winkle sth ‘out of sb (BrE) 
to get sth such as information, money etc. from 
sb with difficulty: She's very good at winkling out 
secrets. o He wouldn't tell you? Don't worry, PH 
wutkle it out of Rim. 
@ v+nipron+adv è v+adv+n + 
v+ni/pron + adv + prep 


wipe {warp; 


Wipe sth a'way to remove sth, such as dirt or 
tears, with a cloth or your hand: Wipe away mud 
splashes with a wet cloth. > He wiped away a tear 
tear 
@ v+adv+n « v+nipron + adv 


wipe sth 'down to clean a surface with a cloth: 
PH just wipe the table down before you put your 
books there. 
@ vtnipront+ady + vtadven 
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Wipe sth ‘off, wipe sth ‘off sth 1 to remove 


sth from a surface with a cloth: Wipe off any sur- 
plus glue with a rag before it dries. o Tom had 
carefully wiped his fingerprints off the glass. 2 to 
remove sth that has been recorded on a tape or a 
video tape: He wiped the conversation off the tape. 
3 to reduce the value of sth, especially shares: 
Quer £5 billion was wiped off share values worid- 
wide today. 

© vtnipron+adv è v+adv+n + v+nipron + prep 


wipe ‘out (on sth) (informal, especially AME, 


sport) to fall or crash in a sport, especially to fall 
from a board (a surfboard) when you are riding 
the waves: f caught a huge wave but then wiped 
out on the next. 

@® v+adv 

» ‘wipe-out n (informal, especially AmE, spor) a 
fall or a crash, especially a fall from a board (a 
surfboard) when you are riding on waves: S had 
so many bad wipe-outs while I was learning to 
surf 


wipe sb ‘out 4 (informad to defeat sb casily ina 


sports competition: The Welsh side was wiped out 
24-3. 2 (informal, especially AME) to make sb 
very tired: All that travelling wiped her out. 3 
(slang) ta murder sb 

© v+nipron+ adv + v+adven 

> wiped ‘out adj [not before noun] (informal) 
very tired 


| wipe sb/sth ‘out to kill large numbers of people 


or animals: The whole village was wiped out by 
the flood. o Pollution has wiped out half the spe- 
cies of fish in the river. 

Wipe shisth out is often used in the 
passive. 

@ vtadv+n + v+nipron+adv 


‘wipe sth ‘out 1 to destroy sth completely: The 


disease has been virtually wiped out. > The gou- 
ernment is trying to wipe out drug trafficking. 83) 
memory 2 to remove information from a com- 
puter, writing from a board, etc: The virus could 
wipe out your hard disk, o (figurative) PH never 
be able to wipe out the memory of that day. 
disease 3 to remove or deal with a debt com- 
pletely: He secured a loan to wipe out the club's 
debts. o Their lead was wiped out (= destroyed) 
by four goals in ten minutes. © This year's lasses 
have wiped out last year’s profits. profits, 
debts 

@ vtadv+n è v+n/pron+ adv 


wipe ‘up; wipe sth ‘up (BrE, informal) to dry 


dishes with a cloth: You wash and UH wipe up. 
SY dry up, dry sth up; dry. dry sth 
@ v+adv è v+nipront+adv « v+adv+n 


wipe sth ‘up to clean a substance, especially a 


liquid, from a surface with a cloth: Keep a cloth 
handy to wipe up ary mess. 
@ viadvin + v+n/pron+ adv 


wolf 


wire /ware(r) 
wire sb/sth ‘up (to sth) to connect sb/sth to a 


piece of electrical equipment by using electrical 
wires: You will be wired up to a machine which 


will record your heartbeat. o The police suggested 
I should be wired up (to record the conversa- 
tion) before I met the dealer o The band’s instru- 
ments were all wired up for sound. o The 
microphone hadn't been wired up properly. 

Wire sb/sth up is often used in the passive. 
@ v+advin « v+nipron+ adv 


wise {watz} 


wise ‘up (to sth) (informal, especially AmE) to 
understand sth better; to become aware of the 
unpleasant truth about a situation: Ernployees 
should wise up about how the industry works. © 
You need to wise up to the fact that he’s never com- 
ing back. o Wise up! Try and see her for what she 
really is. o You need to wise up to how serious this 
situation is. 
@® v+adv 


wish iwi} 

wish sb/sth a'way to try to get rid of sth by 
wishing it did not exist; to wish that sb was some- 
where else: These complications can't just be 
wished away, you know. o Don’t wish your life 
away (= said to sb who spends a lot of time look- 
ing forward to sth that is going to happen in the 
future). 
© v+nipron+ adv è v+adv+n 

‘wish sb/sth on sb (aiso ‘wish sb/sth upon sb 
more formal) (used in negative sentences, espe- 
cially with wouidn’t) to hope very much that sth 
unpleasant will happen to sb or that they will 
have to deal with sb unpleasant: J wouldn't wish 
this pain on my worst enemy. o I wouldn't wish 
my daughter on anyone at the moment — she's 
very difficult! 
È v+n/pron+ prep 


wither | w:0a(r) 


wither a'way to become less or weaker, espe- 
cially before disappearing completely: AH our 
hopes just withered away. o They predicted that 
the bad schoois would wither away. 
@ v + adv 


wolf walt: 


wolf sth ‘down (informal) to eat sth very 
quickly, especially in large quantities: He wolfed 
down his breakfast and rushed out of the house. 
gobble sth down/up 
Wolf sth is also sometimes used with this 
meaning: wolfing tea and cakes 
& vtadvin + v+nipron+ adv 


COT UP EE RUE SR SAGE PRON AT UORE REE dhe eed EUR BO Aiii PREM TUES Lee eee em Rna aens diinan annan 3 


wonder /wanda(r)/ 


‘wonder at sth to be very surprised by sth: He 
wondered at her beauty. o She wondered at her 
own stupidity. o It’s hardly to be wondered at 
that he behaves as he does, considering his fami ly 
background. 
35¥N) marvel at sth 
Wonder at sth can be used in the passive. 
© v + prep 


work Iwak; AmE wa:rk/ 


~ against ~ oul 


~ around 343 ~ over 

~ around lo ~ found 

~ at = round to 

~ away ~ through 

~in ~ {0 

~ inio ~ towards 

n oft a up 

~on = ae eS 344 ~-upto _—_— —ć— 


work a'gainst sb/sth if sth works against 
sb/sth, it has the effect of making it harder for sb 
to do or achieve sth: The engineering career struc 
ture works against women. o The government's 
new policy has worked against the interests of 
small farmers. 
© v+prep 
work a'round sth (8rE also work ‘round sth) 
to find a way of doing what you want to in spite of 
situations, rules, etc. that could prevent you 
doing it: If we can't get rid of the problem, we'll 
just have to work round it. o He urged the two 
sides to work around their disputes and reach an 
agreement. ò My uncle couldn't read, but he'd 
found ways to work around it because he was too 
embarrassed to tell anyone. 
® V+ prep 
.work a'round to sth (BrE also work ‘round to 
sth) to gradually turn a conversation towards a 
particular topic: J wondered when he would work 
around to the subject of money. 
® v+ adv + prep 
‘work at sth; ‘work at doing sth to make great 
efforts to achieve sth or do sth well: She worked hard 
at her French and passed the exam. © You've got to 
work at losing weight. o You've got to work at it. 
Cit Work at sth/at doing sth can be used in 
the passive: Marriage has to be worked at. 
© v+ prep 
work a'way (at sth) (offen used in the progressive 
tenses) to continue to work hard for a period of 
time: I’ve been working away in the gym, trying to 
Bet fit. © Ruth spends hours in the library, work- 
Ing away at Japanese. 
® V+ adv 
work sth ‘in; work sth ‘Into sth 1 to add one 
substance to another and mix them together: 
Work the butter in with your fingers. o Use plenty 


of polish and work it well into the wood. 2 to try to 
include sth in a piece of writing, a speech, etc: 
Try and work in something about your own 
experience. o He usually manages to work some- 
thing topical into his act. 
È 1v+n/pron+ adv è v+adv+n ə 

V+ n/pron+ prep 

2v+adv+n « v+nipron adv + 

Vv +n/pron + prep 


work yourself ‘into sth to become very angry, 
excited, ete: She’s working herself into a state 
about theexams. o He was working himself into a 
rage. 
+ see also WORK SB UP, WORK YOURSELF UP 
® v+pron+ prep 
‘work off sth (of a machine. 4 piece of electrical 
equipment, etc.) to use a supply of power or 
another machine in order to operate: The lighter 
works off the car battery. 
® v+ prep 
work sth ‘off 1 to get rid of sth by physical 
effort: He went for a run to work off some calories 
(= the food that he had eaten). o By the time she 
had finished cleaning, she had worked off her 
anger. 2 to earn money in order to pay off a debt: 
to work for the person you owe money to: They 
worked off their huge bank loan over five years. 3 
if you work off a punishment, etc., you do what 
you have been told to do because you have done 
sth wrong or committed a crime: Grima has 
started to work off his eight-match suspension, 
® vt+adv+n + v+n/pron+ adv 
‘work on sb to try to persuade sb to agree to sth 
or todo sth: My father hasn't said he will lend me 
the car yet, but I’m working on him. 
@ v+prep 
‘work on sth 1 to be busy witha particular activ- 
ity, project, piece of research, etc: What are YOu 
working on at the moment? o The committee 
worked on ways to raise money for the project. © 
Tara is currently working on a solo album. 2 to 
practise or work hard in order to improve sth: 
Your designs are great, but you need to work on 
them a bit more. © You need to work on your tech- 
nique (= for example, in a sport). o Jack’s been 
working on building up his confidence. o ‘Have 
you sorted things out with your parents yet?’ ‘No, 
but I’m working on it (= I'm trying hard to do 
this). °3 to consider that sth is true when you are 
saying or doing sth, planning sth, etc: We are 
working on the assumption that everyone 
invited will come. o The police are working on the 
theory that she was attacked by somebody she 
Aneto. 
© v+ prep 
work ‘out 1 to happen or develop in a particular 
way, especially a successful way: I’m glad my 
Plan worked out (= was successful). o Their mar- 
riage didn’t work out (= was not successful). o H 
is all working out very well. o Don’t worry now, 


everything will work out all right in the end. 2 (at 
sth) if sth works out at sth, you calculate that it 
will be a particular amount: The rent works out 
at £50 a week each. ò It'll work out cheaper to go 
by bus. Work out is often used with 
cheaper, more expensive, etc. in this meaning 3 
to train the body by physical exercise: J try and 
work out two or three times a week. 4 if a sum, a 
mathematical problem, etc. works out, it gives a 
result: The equation won't work out Uf x is nega- 
tive. 

@® v+adv 
> ‘workout n a period of physical exercise: J did 
a two-hour workout in the gym. 


‘work sb ‘out (especially BrE) to understand sb’s 


character: I’ve never been able to work my mother 
out. 

BY figure sb out l 
Work sb out cannot be used in the passive. 
® v+nipron + adv + v+adv +n (rare) 


‘work sth ‘out 1 to calculate sth: You'll have to 


work out the costs involved. o Can you work out 
the answer to number 2? ò I worked out that we 
owe him £30. o Let me pay for now and we'll work 
itout later. cost, answer figure sth out 
2 to find the answer to a question or sth that is 
difficult to understand or explain: [ couldn't 
work out how Jack had got there so quickly. © We 
worked out that we were second cousins. > Can 
you work out what's going on? © The game was 
fairly simple once we'd worked out the rules. 3 
figure sth out Work sth out is often used 
with how, where, why, etc. in this meaning. 3 to 
plan sth; to think of sth: I've worked out a better 
way of doing it. o The details still have to be 
worked out. details, plan, way 4 to organize 
sth or deal with problems in a satisfactory way: 
Ed and Jane seem to have worked things out 
between them. sort sth out 5 to continue to 
work at your job until the end of the period of 
time mentioned: They didn’t make me work out 
my notice (= the period of time that is officially 
fixed before you can leave your job). o He didn’t 
want to work out the restof his years in an office. 6 
to remove all the coal or metal from a mine: Most 
of the mines had been worked out. YEY) exhaust 
sth Work sth out is often used in the pas- 
sive in this meaning. 

© v+nipron+adv « vy adven 

work itself ‘out if a problem works itself out, 
it gradually stops being a problem without any- 

one having to do anything: Did you think every- 
thing would just work itself out? 

sort itself out 

® v + pron + adv 


work sb ‘over to attack sb physically and injure 
them, either as a punishment or to get informa- 
tion from them: They sent the boys round to work 


him over 
®© v+nipron+ adv « v+adv+n 


TIT TTLESET LeeLee tee ee a 


RURRRSt deeb Sadek eee 


fad eee 


work ‘round sth (Br£) = work AROUND STH 
work ‘round to sth (BrE) = work AROUND TO 


STH 


work ‘through to work without stopping for a 


particwlar period of time: Af harvest time we 
work through until it gets dark. 
@ v> adv 


work ‘through; work ‘through sth 1 to start 


to have an effect somewhere: These pressures 
have worked through to the staff o The full effects 
of the change will take time to work through the 
system. 2 to move or pass through sth gradually 
until you reach a particular point: 7 started at 
page one and slowly worked my way through to 
the end. o You shouldn't try to work through the 
course too fast. © Allow time for the drug to work 
through your body. 

© v+adv « v> prep 


work ‘through sth 1 to experience a problem, a 


difficult situation, etc., and deal with it until you 
eventually find a solution: fo work through 
grieflemotions ò Counselling ts helping him work 
through this trauma. o The situation was difi- 
cult for the family, but they were able to work 
through it and come out the other side. 2 (also 
work sth ‘through less frequen?) to think or talk 
about sth carefully until you can find a solution: 
if you are having problems in your relationship, 
take time to work through it with your partner © 
Work the problem through together. 

® 1+ prep 

2v+prep « v+n/pron + adv (less frequent) 


‘work to sth to follow a plan, etc: We're working 


to a very tight schedule. © They have to work to a 
budget. 
® v+prep 


work to'wards sth (also work to'ward sth 


especially AmE) to try to reach or achieve a goal: 
Shes working towards her PhD. © The two 
groups are working towards the same end. © Jo's 
working towards obtaining a Master’s degree. 

® v+ prep 


work sb ‘up; work yourself ‘up (Into sth) to 


gradually make sb/yourself become very upset, 
avery or excited about sth: She had worked her- 
self up into a rage. © He worked the crowd up into 
a frenzy. © You’ve worked yourself up into a State 
again. Try and relax. 

® v + pron+ adv « v+adven 

> worked ‘up (about sth) adj [not before noun) 
(informal) very excited, upset or angry about 
sth: What was Ben so worked up about? © I can’t 
get at all worked up about cars (= ] am not inter- 
ested in or excited by cars). o She gets terribly 
worked up (= nervous) about exams. 


work up 


work sth ‘up 1 to gradually develop or increase 
sth until you have enough: We jogged up the hill 
fo work up an appetite. o I can't work up much 
enthusiasm for this subject. o She soon worked up 
a sweal. 2 (into sth) to spend time and effort ona 
piece of work in order to improve or complete it: 
The idea needs a lot of working up. o You could 
work up this idea into a story o Some of the 
sketches were worked up into paintings. 
@ viadvtn +» v+nipron + adw 


work ‘up to sth 1 to gradually prepare for and 
move towards sth that is more exciting or 
extreme: He started slowly and worked up to run- 
ning ten miles a day. o The tension works up to a 
climax towards the end of the film. 2 to prepare 
yourself to do sth difficult or unpleasant: J 
haven't told him yet but I'm working up to it. 
build up (to sth) 
®© v+ adv + prep 


WOrmMm wam AmE warm 


Worm your way/yourself ‘into sth (infor- 
mal, disapproving) to gradually make sb like or 
trust you, especially in order to gain an advan- 
tage for yourself: Somehow he managed to worm 
his way into her confidence. 
confidence, affections, heart 
® v+nipron+ prep 

worm sth ‘out of sb (informal to manage to 
obtain information from sb, often by asking 
them questions in a clever way for a long period 
of time: It took me days to worm. the truth out of 
my daughter: 

@ v+nipron + adv + prep 


WOTTY ‘wari; AmE 'wairi/ (worries, worrying, 
worried, worried) 


‘worry at sth (often used in the progressive tenses) 
1 if an animal such as a dog worries at sth, it 
holds it in its teeth and shakes it about: a dog 
worrying ata bone o (figurative) She worried at 
the knot in the string (= with her fingers). 2 to 
think or talk a lot about a problem and try to find 
a solution: He lay awake ail night. worrying at 
the problem. 

© v+prep 


Wrap rp; (-pp-) 


wrap sth a'round sb/sth (BrE also wrap sth 

‘round sb/sth) to put sth firmly around sth/sb: He 
rapped his arms tightly around my waist. o A 

long scarf was wrapped round her neck. 

© v+n/pron + prèp 

wrap ‘up; wrap it ‘up (slang) used to tell sb 

rudely to stop talking and be quiet: OA wrap up 

and let somebody else say something! 

®© vtadv è v+it+adv 


344 


wrap ‘up (in sth), wrap sb ‘up (In sth), wrap 
yourself ‘up (in sth) to put warm clothes, etc, 
on yourself/sb: Wrap up warm -.. it’s really cold 
outside. o I wrapped the twins up before letting 
them go out.o We were all well wrapped up 
against the weatherol wrapped myself up 
against the cold. 
bundie up, bundle sb up (in sth) 
© vtadv + vtn/prontadv è vtadvtn 


Wrap sth ‘up 1 (in sth) to cover sth in a layer of 
paper or other material, either to protect it or 
because you are giving it to sb as a present: J 
wrapped the vase up in tissue paper © It took all 
the evening to wrap up the kids’ Christmas pres- 
ents. © (figurative) There's a simple explanation 
wrapped up in all those long words. do sth 
up (In sth) Wrap sth is often used with this 
meaning. 2 to complete sth ina satisfactory way: 
The discussions should be wrapped up by Friday. 
© Well, I think that just about wraps it up for 
today. 
© v+nipron+ adv « v+adv+n 
b ‘wrap-up n {especially AmE 1 a short sum- 
mary of what has gone before, especially at the 
end of a news broadcast: And to close, here is a 
wrap-up of today’s developments. 2 the final 
actions that complete sth: the wrapup of the 
Campan 

be wrapped ‘up in sb/sth to be so involved in 
a person or an activity that you do not notice 
other people or what is happening around you 
He was so wrapped up in his book that he didn’t 
notice me leaving. © Julia is completely wrapped 
up in her children. 

@ be+v+adv+ prep 


wrench frent!/ 


wrench sth ‘off. wrench sth ‘off sth to 
remove sth from sth by force with a strong twist- 
ing movement: The tug of the rope nearly 
wrenched my arm off o He wrenched the picture 
of the wall and threw it to the ground. 
$ v +nipron+ adv + v+adv+n + v+nipron+prep 


wrest ires 


‘wrest sth from sb/sth (formal 4 to take sth 
such as power or control from sb/sth with great 
effort: The rebels tried to wrest control of the town 
from government forces, 2 to take sth from sb that 
they do not want to give, suddenly or violently: 
The afficer managed to wrest the gun from his 
grasp. 

@ v+nipron+ prep 


wrestle rres; 


‘wrestle with sth to struggle to deal with sth dit- 
ficult: Farmers are wrestling with the probiem of 
the wet weather o He spent several more weeks 


aude 
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wrestling with his conscience and then finally 
decided to resign. ò He wrestled with the reins as 
the horse galloped towards the cliff edge. 

yD grapple with sth 

@ v+ adv + prep 


wriggle frigh 
wriggle ‘out of sth: wriggle ‘out of doing 


sth (informal) to avoid doing sth unpleasant or 
sth that you do not want to do by making clever 
excuses: to wriggle out of your responsibilities © 
Pue got an appointment I can't wriggle out uf © 
Don't let Tom wriggle out of helping you. 

@ v+adv + prep 


wring irm; (wrung, wrung ran’) 
‘wring sth from sb = wring STH OUT OF/FROM SB 
wring sth ‘out to remove water or other liquid 


from a cloth, etc. by twisting it tightly and 
squeezing it: Rinse the cloth and wring it out well, 
© My clothes got so wet I could wring the water 
out! 

@ v+tniprontadv + v+adv+n 


‘wring sth out of/ffrom sb to obtain sth from sb 


with difficulty, especially by putting pressure on 
them: She eventually wrung an apology out of 
him. o A few concessions were wrung from the 
government. 

@ v + nipron + prep 


write irat; (wrote /ravt/written }ritn,) 


Write a'way (to sb) (for sth) `- WRITE OFF/AWAY T 


wrote away to the company for a free sample, 


write ‘back (to sb) to write in reply to sb’s letter: 


I wrote and apologized, but he never wrote back, o 
The school wrote back to me saying that all the 
courses were full. 
& vt+adv 

write sth ‘down (in/on sth) 1 to write sth on 
paper so that you do not forget it: J wrote her 
address down in my notebook. o There is a hand- 
out so you needn't write all this down, 1870 take 
sth down 2 (business) to reduce the value of 
what a company owns when stating it in the com- 
pany's accounts: All stock over six months old 
was written down to 40%. 
@ vtnipron+adv + v+advtn 
> ‘write-down n (business) a reduction in the 
value of what a company owns, etc. 

write ‘in (to sb/sth) to write a letter to an organ- 
ization to state an opinion or to ask a question: 
Write in to the programme and tell us your own 
opinion on. this. > 500 viewers wrote in to com- 
plain about the advertisement. 
@ vtadv 

write sb/sth ‘in (Am) to add an extra name toa 
list of candidates in an clection so that you can 


vote for them: She wrote Carrasco in on the ballot 


write out 


paper. © Workers were handing out sample bal- 
lots with their candidate’s name written iM 

®© v+nipron + adv e v+advt+n 

> ‘write-in adj (AmE) a vote for sb who is not an 
official candidate in an election, in which you 
write their name on your voting paper: He quali- 
fied as a write-in in 15 states. oa write-in candi- 
date/vote 


write sb/sth ‘in; write sb/sth ‘into sth to 


add a character or a scene toa play, a filn/movie, 
a regular series, ete: Why did you write the plane 
crash in? o It was the first lime a disabled child 
had been written into a TV soap. o He wrote him- 
self into the history books by becoming the first 
player to win the championship five times. 

write sb/sth out, write sb/sth out of sth 
@ v+népron+adv + vtadv+n + v+n/pron+ prep 


write sth ‘in: write sth ‘into sth to include 


sth such as a special rule or a condition in adocu- 
ment, a contract, an agreement, etc: A pearly visit 
to both families was written into their marriage 
contract. 

© v+nipron+ adv + vt+advt+n « v+n/pron+ prep 


write 'offia'way (to sb) (for sth) to write to an 


organization or a company, asking them to send 
you sth: She wrote off to an agency for advice. 
send off (for sth), send away (for sth) 

© vt adv 


write sb/sth ‘off (as sth) to consider that sb/sth 


is a failure or not important: Dor't write John off 
too soon — he may surprise you! o d wrote off my 
symptoms as tiredness. 

@ v+n/pron+ adv ¢ v+adv+n 

» 'write-off 7 [sing | (informal) a failure; a time 
when you do not achieve anything: Today has 
been a write-off as far as work is concerned. 

-> SCE also WRITE-OFF at WRITE STH OFF 


write sth ‘off 1 (business) to cancel a deht; to rec- 


ognize that sth is a failure, has no value, etc: All 

outstanding Third World debts should now be 

written off 2 (Br) to damage a vehicle so badly 

that it is not worth spending money toe repair it: 

That's the third car he's written off this year. 

@ v+nipron+ady e v+advtn 

p ‘write-off n 4 (business) an act of cancelling a 

debt and accepting that it will never be paid: a 

£4.9 billion debt write-off 2 (BrE, informal a 

vehicle that is so badly damaged that if is not 

considered worth repairing: They escaped with 

minor injuries but the van was a write-off 

-> see also WRITE-OFF at WRITE SB/STH OFF (AS STH) 
write sb/sth ‘out; write sb/sth ‘out of sth 

to remove a character, a scene, etc. from a play, a 

film/movie, a regular series, etc: He got bored and 

asked to be written out of the series. o The censor 

demanded that the scene be written out. 

write sb/sth in, write sb/sth into sth 

& v+nipron+ adv « vt+advin + 

¥+ nipron + adv + prep 


write out 346 


write sth ‘out to write sth on paper clearly, 
including all the details: Use symbols and abbre- 
viations instead of writing things out in full. o I 
wrote out the poem in my best handwriting. oT 
watched him write out a cheque for five thousand 
pounds for her. 
In informal spoken language write sb out 
Sth is also used: He wrote her oul a cheque. 
@ vtadv+n + v+nipron+ adv 


write sb ‘up (AmE) to report sb in writing 
because they have done sth illegal: He wrote me 
up for illegal parking. 
@ v+n/pron+ adv e v+adv+n 


write sth ‘up 1 to write sth in a complete and 
final form, especially from notes that you have 
made: She writes her lecture notes up every night 
before going out. G8] notes, research, experi- 
ment 2 to write a review of a play, a concert, a 
book, etc. for a newspaper or magazine: She 
wrote the movie up in glowing terms. 
@ v+nipront+adv è vtadvin 
> ‘write-up n a review of a concert, a play, 4 book, 
etc. in a newspaper or magazine: The concert got 
a good write-up in all the papers. 


MED tavua dA Ae ee ee ee buad Ek Dd ETTETELL rari 


yank jjzenk/ 


yank at sth to pull at sth hard and quickly: 
Someone yanked at my hair 
@ v + prep 

yank sth ‘off; yank sth ‘off sth to remove sth 
by pulling it quickly and hard: He yanked off his 
shoes. o She panked the lid off the tin. 
@ v+advt+n + v+n/pront+ adv è v+n/pron + prep 

yank sb/sth ‘out; yank sb/sth ‘out of sth 
(informal) to remove sb/sth from somewhere by 
pulling hard and quickly: He was yanked out of 
the house and bundled into a car. 
@ vtnipron+adv + v+n/pron+ adv + prep 


yearn /j3:n; AmE js:rn/ 


‘yearn for sb/sth (literary) to want sb/sth very 
much, especially when this is difficult to get: 
Mira yearned for a child. 
long for sb/sth 
@ v+prep 


yell jel; 


yell 'out; yell sth ‘out to suddenly shout sth in 
a loud voice: She was yelling out in terror o He 
yelled out the names of the winners. 
@vtadv ə vtadv+n » v+n/pront adv « 
v+ adv + speech 


yield jila; 


‘yield to sth (rmah to be replaced by sth: 
Barges yielded to road vehicles for transporting 
goods. 

@ v+prep 

‘yield sth ‘up (formal) 1 to allow sb else to take 
sth that you own and feel is very important for 
you: He swore he would never yield up the castle to 
the English. 2 to reveal sth that has been hidden: 
A thorough search of the site yielded up only a few 
ancient coins. 

@ vtadvtn « v+n/pron+ adv 


Zero /ciarau; AME ‘z1rov, 'zi:-/ (zeroes, zero- 
ing, zeroed, zeroed) 


LLTTEEETTTEPTEEETTTTT] 


zero ‘in on sb/sth 1 to aim weapons at sb/sth: 
They zeroed in on the target. o (figurative) Clare 
zeroed in on Craig (= went to talk to him) as soon 
as he entered the room. 2 to fix all your attention 
on sb/sth: Wasting no time she zeroed in on the 
main topic. 
@ v+adv+prep 


ZIP /zip/ (-pp-) 


zip ‘through sth to do, read, etc. sth very 
quickly: Could you zip through my report and 
check it’s OK? 
© v+tprep 

zip ‘up; zip sb/sth ‘up to be fastened with a 
zip/zipper (= a device consisting of two rows of 
metal or plastic teeth that you can pull together 
or pull apart); to fasten sth with a zip/zipper: The 
Skirt zips up at the side. © Will you zip me up (= 
my dress), please? o I can’t zip my jacket up! 
© vtadv + v+n/pront+adv è v+adv+n 
> ‘zip-up adj [only before noun] fastened with a 
zipfzipper: a zip-up jacket 


ZONE zəm; AME zoun/ 


zone sth ‘off (for sth) to keep an area of land to 
be used for a particular purpose: The city centre 
has been zoned off for pedestrians. 
© v+adv+n + v+n/pron+ adv 

zone ‘out (AmE, slang) to stop thinking or 
noticing what is going on around you: Relax your 
muscles, take a deep breath, and zone out for a 
while. 
space out, space sb out (slang) 
® vt adv 
> ‘zone-out 7 a time when you stop thinking or 
noticing what is going on around you 
> zoned ‘out adj (AmE, informal) unable to 
think or to notice what is going on around you 
because of the effects of drugs or alcohol 


zonk /zogk; 


zonk ‘out, zonk sb ‘out (slang, especially 
Am) to fall asleep, become unconscious or 
unable to think, either because you are very 
tired or because of the effects of drugs or 
alcohol; to make sb do this: He zonked out after 
the big exam. > I usually zonk out about 11 p.m. 
® vtadyv è v+nipron+ adv 
» zonked ‘out ad) (slang, especiaily AmE) sleep- 
ing. unconscious, or unable to think, especially 
from the effects of drugs or alcohol: J feel totally 
zonked out after the day’s work. 


ZOOM /zu:m/ 


zoom ‘in/out (on sb/sth) if a camera zooms 
in/out, it shows the object that is being photo- 
graphed from closer/further away, by using a 
special lens (a zoom lens): The camera zoomed in 
on her beautiful eyes. 
® v+adv 


zoom ‘off (informal) to hurry away: He jumped 


into his car and zoomed off, 
® v+adv 


‘GUIDE tothe PARTICLES 


Introduction 

This Guide deals with the main categories of meaning of the particles that occur most 
frequently in the verbs in this dictionary. Knowing something about the different 
meanings of particles can help you learn and understand how phrasal verbs or 
combinations of verbs and particles are formed and help you understand new ones 
when you meet them. 


When you look at verbs used with a particular particle, you can see that one particle 
can have several different meanings. The most obvious starting point is the basic or 
literal meaning of the particle since this often combines with verbs to produce a 
meaning that you can easily recognize. For example, the basic meaning of the particle 
down involves movement from a higher position to a lower position. It can be used 
in combination with a verb as a preposition: ‘He climbed down the mountain.,, or as 
an adverb: ‘What are you doing up there? Come down at once!’ ‘Put the book down 
there. This meaning of down can help you to understand its more figurative use in 
other verbs. For example, down can also be used to express the related ideas of 
making something lower, or reducing something, (for example Turn down that radio), 
keeping something low (to keep down the rate of inflation), or removing somebody or 
something from a powerful position (for example, to bring down the government.) 


What this also shows is that there is a system to the way phrasal verbs are formed. In 
other words, the combination of particles and verbs is to a large extent systematic and 
not totally random. It also explains how new phrasal verbs come to be created and can 
be easily understood by everybody. For example, the phrasal verb to rule something in, 
meaning to include something, is a relatively new expression which you might hear. It 
was created in contrast to the phrasal verb to rule something out, meaning to exclude 
something. Both these phrasal verbs are related to the meaning of their particles, out 
suggesting excluding and in suggesting including. (You can find more about new 
verbs on page $20 — 21.) 


As this last example shows, particles which have opposite meanings, such as up and 
down, in and out, on and off, can form phrasal verbs which have opposite 
meanings as well. For example, the opposite of to turn on is to turn off. However, there 
are exceptions. The opposite of to put on your clothes is to take off your clothes. The 
particles on and off are opposite in meaning, but combine with different verbs to 
produce phrasal verbs with opposite meanings. 


The meanings of particles that you will find in this Guide are only the main meanings, 
usually figurative, that occur in groups of verbs. After the explanation of the meaning, 
some verbs belonging to the group are given, first the ones that appear in the 
examples, and then a few other important verbs, arranged in alphabetical order. The 
examples that have been chosen to illustrate each meaning show you the most 
frequent contexts. You will find that sometimes one phrasal verb appears in more than 
one category, for example, build up in ‘Increasing’ and ‘Creating and constructing’, 
reflecting two different senses of the verb. For more information on how each verb in 
the lists is used, you should look the verb up in the dictionary. 
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ABOUT | aa 


About is used in approximately 120 verbs 
(2%) in this dictionary, as an adverb and a 
preposition. It is often used to show the 
connection between the verb and its object, 
for example talk about something, worry 
about something. In some of the verbs, the 
particles around and, especially in British 
English, round can be used instead of 
about without changing the meaning. The 
most common categories of meaning are: 


Moving in different directions 

About can be used to indicate that you are 
moving here and there or making rough or 
violent movements. The verb shows what 
kind of movement it is. Example verbs are: 


run about crash about throw about 


1 The kids love running about in the park. 

2 | can hear someone crashing about 
upstairs. 

3 She got very angry and started throwing 
things about the room. 


Around and round can usually be used 
with the same meaning. You can also add 
about to a variety of other verbs to make a 
similar meaning: for example, jump about, 
scatter about. 


Doing nothing 

About is used with many verbs that suggest 
you are spending your time in a lazy way. 
Other verbs refer to a silly way of behaving. 
hang-about wander about mess about 


1 Groups of youths were hanging about the 
shopping centre with nothing to do. 


2 We spent the afternoon mooching about 
the town and looking in shop windows. 

3 Stop messing about and start doing your 
homework. 


Around and round can usually be used 
with the same meaning. You can also add 
about to a variety of other verbs to make a 
similar meaning: for example, faff about, 
muck about, potter about. 


Making something happen 

About is used with some verbs to indicate 

something happening or somebody making 

something happen. Example verbs are: 

come about bring about set about 

go about see about 

1 More and more people are deciding to 
retire early. How has this come about? 

2 What do you think has brought about 
this change in public opinion? 

3 In the afternoon he set about cleaning 
the kitchen. 


Surrounding and enclosing 

About can be used with some verbs to give 

the idea of something going around 

something and surrounding or enclosing it. 

throw about hedge about 

1 She threw her arms about me and 
hugged me tightly. 


2 Employment is hedged about with more 
and more laws. 


Around and round are more common with 
this meaning. 


AROUND 


Around is used in approximately 280 verbs 
(9%) In this dictionary, as an adverb and a 
preposition. Its basic meaning is of 
movement in a circle or curve to face in the 
opposite direction or to arrive at the other 
side of something, for example, spin around, 
turn around, go around. Round is often 
used instead of around, especially in British 
English. About is also sometimes used. In 
verb plus particle combinations, the most 
common categories of meaning are: 


Moving in different directions 
Around is used with same verbs to indicate 


many different places. Example verbs are: 


run around bustle around shop around 

1 The playground was full of children 
running around and shouting. 

2 He was bustling busily around the room 
humming a song. 

3 You have to shop around if you want to 
find the best products at the lowest prices. 

Round and about can be used in these 

verbs except shop around. Around can be 

used with many other verbs with a similar 

meaning: blunder around, dance around, 


Doing nothing 

Around can be used in verbs that suggest 

that you are spending your time in a lazy 

way. Other verbs refer to a silly way of 

behaving. Example verbs are: 

hang around fool around mess around 

1 They spend their time hanging around 
the streets. 

2 You can’t take her seriously because she 
is always fooling around. 

3 Stop messing around and find something 
useful to do. 


About can also be used with these verbs. 


Surrounding and enclosing 
Around can be used with some verbs to 
suggest surrounding someone or something. 


crowd around throw around cluster around 


1 People crowded around the entrance 
waiting for her to come out. 

2 She rushed up to him and threw her 
arms around his neck. 


AROUND, AT, AWAY 


Round can also be used with these verbs. 


Being centred on something 

Around is used as a preposition with some 

verbs to suggest the idea of something 

having a particular idea, object, etc. as its 

centre or focus. Example verbs are: 

centre around revolve around pivot around 

1 Her whole life is centred around her 
research. 

2 Their social life revolves around going to 
parties. 


Avoiding 
Around with verbs can be used to indicate 
that you are avoiding something. 


skirt around get around skate around 


work around 

1 He skirted around the issues without 
discussing any of them in depth. 

2 We'll have to find a way of getting around 
the problem. 


At is a preposition used in 87 verbs (132%) 
in this dictionary. It is a common word in 
English and is often used to show where 
something or somebody is in space or 
time. It has two main meanings in verb 
and particle combinations: 


Aiming and directing 

At is used with many verbs to give the idea 

of aiming or directing something at 

someone or something. Example verbs are: 

laugh ot look at stare at talk at 

aim at nag at wonder at 

1 | felt everybody was laughing ai me so | 
left the room. 

2 When | entered the room she was 
fooking at the painting. 

3 She stared at me in amazement when | 


told her the news. 
4 He talked at us rather than involve us in 
what he was saying. 
Attacking, striking and holding 
At can be used with verbs to give the idea 
of trying to attack, hit or hold someone or 
something. Example verbs are: 


strike at fly at grab at get at 


1 He struck at me several times with a 
knife but missed. 

2 She lost her temper and flew at them, 
punching and kicking. 

3 She grabbed at my coat and pulled me 
back from the edge of the cliff. 

4 My parents are always getting at me 
(= criticizing me) for not finishing my 
college course. 


AWAY | 


Away is used in 210 verbs (3%) in this 


dictionary, as an adverb. The basic meaning 


of away indicates movement to a different 


movement, for example, go away, run 
away, hurry away, drive away. Off can be 
used instead of away with a similar 


BIN Dek deren Cornea eae rush around, crash around, etc. place and it can be used with most verbs of meaning, Away often combines with 
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AWAY, BACK 


another particle, particularly from, for 
example run away from, walk away from, do 
away with. The most common uses of the 
particle with verbs are as follows: 


Avoiding and not doing something 
Away is used with some verbs to show that 
somebody is avoiding a person, a place ora 
situation or is stopping being involved in 
something. Example verbs are: 


keep away look away back away 

walk away from shrink away stay away 

1 Keep away from the edge of the cliff - 
you might fall. 

2 | looked at her but she looked away. 

3 He moved towards her and she backed 
away in alarm. 

4 You can't just walk away from every 
difficult situation. 


Separating 

Away is used with some verbs giving the 
meaning of becoming separated from 
something or from a group of people or of 
making this happen. 


come away break away call away 
peel away sheer away strip away 


1 The handle of the bag came away in my 
hand. 

2 They broke away from the rest of the 
group and started to explore the area on 
their own. 

3 The doctor was called away from the 
meeting to attend to a patient. 


Removing 

Away is used with some verbs to give the 
idea of removing something from a 
particular place because you no longer 
want or need it, or of destroying something. 


throw away frighten away do away with 
blast away drive away give away 
1 This is all rubbish. Please throw it away. 


2 He ts so rude and aggressive that he 
frightens customers away. 


3 We need to do away with old and 
outdated laws. 


Disappearing 

Away is used with some verbs to give the 
idea of something disappearing gradually. 
die away fade away waste away 
wear away pass away pine away 


1 The shouts and cheers gradually died 
away as the President stood up to speak. 

2 The excitement of the day began to fade 
away as night fell. 

3 The animal was wasting away through 
illness and lack of food. 

4 The rock had been worn away by the 
action of the sea. 

5 She passed away (= died) peacefully in 
her sleep. 

Storing and hiding 

Away can be used with some verbs to 

convey the idea of putting something in a 

place either to keep it safe or to stop 

people finding it. Example verbs are: 

put away file away tidy away 

hide away clear away lock away 

1 Put away your books — you won't need 
them for the rest of the lesson. 

2 All the records relating to the case have 
been filed away. 

3 Can you tidy away everything on the floor. 

4 The letter was hidden away where no 
one would find it. 

Working hard or continuously 

Away can be used to indicate that you are 

doing something, especially working hard 

or doing something difficult or boring, for a 

long period of time. Example verbs are: 

slog away work away slave away 

bong away beaver away plod away 

T I've been slogging away at this for days 
and | still haven't finished. 

2 He spent hours working away at the 
problem. 

3 She has been sfaving away at the report 
all day. 


BACK | 


Back is an adverb and is used in 175 verbs 
(3%) in this dictionary. The basic meaning of 
this particle is returning to the place where 


+ 
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you were before or to an earlier time. Many 
verbs of movement use back with this 
meaning, for example walk back, drive back. 


The other most common uses are: 


Returning something 

Back can be used to convey the idea of 
giving or taking something back to the 
place it came from. It can also mean 
reacting or replying to someone in a similar 
way to the way they have acted or spoken. 


take back give back 

call/ring back fight back 

1 | took the clock back to the shop because 
it broke after a few days. 

2 Have you given back all the money you 
borrowed from him? 

3 You must write back and thank her for 
her letter. 


Moving backwards; being behind or 

at a distance 

Back can be used with verbs to give the 

idea of moving away from the front or edge 

of something or of being at a distance from 

something. Example verbs are: 

fall back stand back keep back 

pull back push back 

1 The British runner tried to catch up, but 
fell back and finished fifth. 

2 Please stand back and let the people get 
off the train. 

3 Keep back! The bomb may explode at 
any moment. 


write back 


Not making progress 

Back in some combinations suggests being 
kept or held in a position without making 
any progress. Example verbs are: 


hold back setback keep back 

1 | feel lm being held back in class. | want 
to move faster. 

2 The fire at the office set the project back 
several months. 


Repeating 
Back can be used in verbs that express the 
idea of doing something again. 


BACK, DOWN 


play back go back over 

read back _—call/phone back 

1 Can you play back the recording once 
more? | missed part of tt. 

2 | think we need to go back over it so that 
all the details are clear in our minds. 

3 Can you read that back to me? | want to 
be sure that you wrote it down correctly. 


Regaining 

Back in combinations can be used with the 

idea of getting again something that was 

lost or of recovering from something. 

win back getback bounce back claw back 

ease back grow back snap back 

1 We were very lucky. We won back all the 
money we had lost. 

2 | don't think | will ever get back ail those 
books | lent him. 

3 She’s feeling a bit down at the moment, 
but she'll soon bounce back. 


Being under control 

Back in combinations often means reducing 
something or keeping something such as an 
emotion under control. Example verbs are: 


cut back on = force back choke back 
bite back hold back 


1 You need to cut back on the number of 
cigarettes you smoke. 

2 He tried to force back the urge to punch 
him on the nose. 

3 She choked back the tears as she told us 
what had happened. 

Looking at the past 

Back can be used to talk about the past. 


date back go back take back 

look back think back 

1 This castle dates back to the 12th century. 

2 john and | are great friends. We go back 
a long way. 

3 This music takes me back to the years | 
lived in Parts. 


DOWN = 


Down 1s used in about 310 verbs (7%! in this 
dictionary, mainly as an adverb. It often has 
meanings that are the opposite of up. [he 
literal meaning is movement in a downwards 
direction, moving from a higher to a lower 


position, for example, climb down, bend 
down, fall down. Many combinations of a 
verb and down refer to somebody putting 
something on a surface, for example, bang 
down, lay down. It is also used to express 


| DOWN 


figurative ideas related to downward 
movement, such as decreasing, being reduced 
or failing. As an adverb it combines with some 
prepositions to make three-word verbs such as 
get down to, look down on, come down with. 
The most common uses of down are: 


Falling and destroying 

This use of the particle is most closely 
connected to the literal meaning of down, 
and suggests something or somebody falling 
to the ground and being destroyed or 
suffering damage. Examples of verbs are: 


pull down burn down tear down 
knock down run down beat down 


1 The builders were in the process of 
pulling down a wall. 

2 The whole forest was burnt down. 

3 The protesters tore down the barriers. 

4 He was knocked down/run dawn by 
a car. 


Reducing 

Down is used in many verbs that express 
the idea of something decreasing in 
amount, strength, speed, cast, importance, 
etc., or of somebody making something do 
this. Examples of verbs are: 

turn down bring down calm down come down 
ploy down cut down die down narrow down 
putdown rundown slow down wear down 


1 Can you turn the music down, please? 
It’s deafening. 

2 We have to bring down our costs in order 
ta remain competitive. 

3 Please calm down — there's no need to 
get so excited about it. 

4 Fortunately his temperature is starting to 
come down. 

5 The government are trying to play dawn 
the importance of the meeting. 


Suppressing 

Down can be used with verbs to express 
the idea of keeping somebody or 
something under control or ending 
something, offen using authority or force. 
Lxamples of verbs are: 


domp down come down on 
crack down pin down 


keep down 
break down 


1 The government is trying to keep down 
wage demands. 

2 The police are going to clamp down on 
motorists who break the speed limit. 


3 The teacher said he would come down 
hard on anyone he caught cheating. 


Defeating 
Down can be used to express the idea of 
defeating someone or something or being 


defeated in an argument, a competition, 
etc. 


bring down put down vote down 

back down shout down stare down 

1 The aim of the rebels is to bring down the 
government. 


2 The rebellion was quickly put down by 
troops loyal to the president. 

3 Her proposal for stricter safety measures 
was voted down. 

4 The government backed down over the 
idea of increasing taxes. 

Failing 

Down can be used to express the idea of 

something stopping, failing or not working 

properly. Examples of verbs are: 

break down 

let down 


close down turn down 


wind down 


1 The car broke down on the way to the coast. 
2 The company was making huge losses 

and in the end was forced to clase down. 
3 She applied for the job but was turned down. 
4 My PC has never let me down. 


Fixing 
Down can be used with the idea of fixing 


something firmly to something else. Exarnple 
verbs are: 


tie down nail down strap down 
batien down screw down stiek down 


1 Make sure you tie everything down so 
that the wind doesn’t blow it away. 

2 This floorboard needs nailing down betore 
H causes an accident. 

3 Everything on the boat was strapped down 
so it wouldn't be lost in a storm. 


Recording in writing 

Down is used with verbs meaning writing or 
copying to give the idea of recording 
something in writing. Examples of verbs are: 


write down get down note down 
jot down copy down put down 
set down 


1 Could you write it down for me, please? 
2 He was speaking too fast for me to get it 
down on paper. 


3 I'll note/jot down the things we have to do 
before Sunday. 

Down is used with some verbs to describe 

ways of eating or drinking. Example verbs are: 


gulp down gobble down bolt down 


FOR 


For is a preposition, used in about 115 
verbs (2%) in this dictionary. It is one of the 
most common words in English. It often 
combines with verbs to link the verb and its 
object, for example, ask for something, pay 
for something. It has two common 
meanings when used with verbs: 


Aims and purposes 

For can be used to refer to the aim or 

purpose of an action or to where you are 

going. Example verbs are: 

apply for press for live for 

make for head for 

1 I've applied for more than twenty jobs in 
the past month. 

2 We're pressing for a change in the way 
animals are transported to markets. 

3 1 five for my children. They are the most 


CoD DOWN, FOR, IN 


keep down stay down wash down 


wolf down 


1 She was in such a hurry she had to gulp 
down her coffee, 

2 ‘This is delicious,’ he said as he gobbled 
down another piece of cake. 


important thing in my life. 
4 We're making for Edinburgh and hope to 
be there by tonight. 


States and actions in relation to 
other people 

For can be used with some verbs to show 
how you feel about somebody or something, 
or to show how you are dealing with a person 
or a situation. Example verbs are: 


feel for fallfor fear for 

root for care for stand up for 

1 | really feel for her. She has lost all her 
family in the past year. 

2 | fell for her the moment | saw her and 
two years later we were married. 

3 When we heard the sound of gunfire we 
all feared for aur lives. 

4 Good luck, we'll be rooting for you. 


In is used in about 380 verbs (642%) in this 
dictionary, as an adverb and a preposition. 
The basic meaning is (being) contained 
inside something or somewhere, or 
movement from outside to inside. It 15 
often the opposite of out. The preposition 
into can also be used with verbs of 
movement (Please come in. She came into 
the room in a hurry.) The most common 
uses are: 


Entering 

In is used with many verbs with the literal 
meaning of entering somewhere, for 
example, go in, come in, walk in, invite in. 
(Into has similar uses). 


breakin getin letin ask in 
breeze in dropin squeeze in 


4 Thieves broke in and stole all the paintings. 


2 I'll never understand how they got in 


without anyone noticing. 
3 That'll be Stuart at the door. Can you let 
him in? 


In can be used in verb plus particle 

combinations that refer to a person, a 

vehicle, etc. arriving at a particular place. 

dock in checkin pullin 

draw in faod in 

41 What time do you have to clock in in the 
moming? 

2 Our flight is delayed so there is no hurry to 
check in. 

3 We arrived at the station just as the train 
pulled in. 


Absorbing 


In can be used with certain verbs to give 


the idea of absorbing something. 
fake in sink in drink in 


breathe in soak in 
1 We had to try and take in a lot of 


information in a very short period of time. 


2 It was only after a few minutes that the 
awful truth started to sink in. 

3 For the first few minutes | drank in the 
atmosphere of the place. 


Including 

In can be used with some verbs that give 
the idea of adding or mixing something in 
something else, or of including something 
with something else. Example verbs are: 


stir in throwin take in 

blend in fold in 

1 Stir in the ingredients gradually until all of 
them have been used. 

2 If you buy the car I'll throw in the radio 
for free. 

3 While we're in London we could take ina 
visit to the theatre or the opera. 


Putting inside or between 

In can be used with some verbs, giving the 
idea of one thing being put into or going 
Into another. Example verbs are: 


plug in put in key in lay in 

pumpin punchin type in 

1 First you have to plug it in and then you 
switch it on. 

2 I'd like to put some money in my bank 
account. 

3 | need someone to key in all this 
information on my computer. 


Beginning; introducing something new 
In can be used in verbs that give the idea 
of something starting or of somebody 
introducing something new. | 


set in bring in 

creep in usher in 

1 The cold weather has started to set in. 

2 The government wants to bring in 
Stricter laws to protect the environment, 

3 The new production scheme will be 
phased in gradually. 

Collecting 

In can be used in combinations that refer 

to collecting things. Fxample verbs are: 

gather in getin pull in 

fetch in pack in 


phase in 
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1 They gathered in the grapes ready for 
making wine. 

2 It’s starting to rain. I'd better get the 
washing in. 

3 The band have been pulling in the crowds 
wherever they perform. 


Filling and completing 

In is used in some combinations that refer 
to filling a drawing, a shape, a hole etc. 
with something and completing it. Other 
similar verbs refer to writing something 
somewhere, 


colour in fillin pencil in 

block in inkin shade in 

1 Listen, children. When you have finished 
your drawing you can colour it in. 

2 I'd like you to fill in this form 

3 I'll pencil in next Wednesday for a meeting. 


Taking part 

In is used with many verbs to suggest the 
idea of Joining an activity and being 
involved in something. Sometimes the 
involvement of the person is not welcome. 


join in go in for call in 
interfere in jump in pitch in 
want in 


1 Why don't you foin in and have some 
fun? Everybody's dancing. 

2 She decided to go in for the competition 
because she had a good chance of 
winning. 

3 The police were called in to investigate 
the robbery. 

4 I don't like you interfering in my affairs. 


Interrupting 

In can be used with verbs to express the 
idea of someone interrupting a 
conversation or a meeting when the 
Interruption is not wanted or welcome. 


cutin bargein break in 


1 She cut in while | was talking in order to 
make her own suggestions. 

2 We were talking quietly in the kitchen 
when ne barged in and said he wanted a 
drink, 

3 ‘Im sorry, but | simply can’t agree with 
that,’ he broke in. 


Limiting 
In can be used in combinations that refer 


io somebody being prevented from leaving 
a place. Example verbs are: 


snowin blockin lock in 
hox in fence in hem in 


1 No planes are flying out today. We are 
completely snowed in. 

2 Look at that! Someone has parked their 
car so close to mine and blocked me in. 

3 Some prisoners are locked in for twenty 
three hours a day. 


Staying inside 

In can be used in combinations that mean 

remaining inside or at home instead of 

going out somewhere. The particle out can 

be used with the same verbs with the 

opposite meaning. In is also used with 

verbs meaning that you remain in bed later 

than you usually do. Example verbs are: 

stayin eatin sleepin liein stopin 

1 We decided to stay in and watch a film 
on television. 

2 Why don't we eat in tonight instead of 
going out for a meal? 

3 | was so tired | slept in until 11. 


INTO 


Into is a preposition and it is used in 260 
verbs (4%) in this dictionary. The literal 
meaning of into is movement from the 
outside of something to the inside, so It is 
used with many verbs that give the idea of 
of entering something, for example, He 
walked into the room. It is often used in the 
same verbs and with the same meanings as 
the adverb in, for example, burst in (on sb), 
burst into (a place). The particle can also be 
used in verbs that express metaphorical 
meanings, for example, changing or being 
transformed. The most common uses are: 


Entering 


into is used in many combinations meaning 


to enter somewhere. Example verbs are: 


break into get inte check into 


crowd into invite into 


1 Burglars broke into my house last night 
and stole all my video equipment. 

2 He got into the car and drove oft. 

3 We checked into the hotel. 

4 Everybody crowded into the room to 
listen to the Minister speak. 

S She invited us into her room. 


IN. INTO 


Damaging, destroying, falling 

in is used in combinations that mean 

damaging or destroying things, especially 

by making them fall inwards. Other verbs 

refer to things falling inwards. 

smashin kickin cavein 

1 The car door was completely smashed in. 

2 The police kicked in the door and 
entered the apartment. 

3 The whole building is going to cave in at 
any moment. 


Stopping doing something 

In is used in combination with some verbs 
that mean stopping trying to resist 
something or giving up something such as 
your job. Example verbs are: 

give in throwin cave in jack in 

1 We will never give in to threats of violence. 


2 | sometimes feel like throwing it all in 
and looking for a job abroad. 


Out of is often used with similar verbs as an 
opposite, for example get out of, check out of. 


Putting in, going in 
Into is used in many combinations referring 
to putting or going in or inside something. 


plug into tuck into pay into 
bore into dip into 
1 You can plug the TV into the socket in 


the wall. 
2 She never wears her blouse tucked into 


her skirt. 
3 | need to pay some money into my bank 


account. 


Combining 

Into is used in combinations that mean 
mixing one substance into another so that 
they become one. Example verbs are: 


blend into shade into 
fade into fold into 


1 Blend the cream into the sauce. 
2 The scarlet of the bird's wings shades 
into pink at the tips. 


mix into 
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INTO, OF 


Transforming and changing 

Into can be used to describe things that 
change or are transformed. Example verbs are: 
turn into grow into makeinto change into 
1 The discussion soon turned into an 


argument about politics. 
2 She grew into a very loving person. 


Persuading and forcing 

Into is used with some verbs to convey the 
idea of persuading or making someone do 
something that they do not really want to 
do. The verb describes the way you try to 
persuade somebody. Example verbs are: 


talk into pressinto frighten into 

force into shame into starve into 

1 She talked me into going on holiday with 
her. 

2 | was pressed into giving a speech at her 
farewell dinner. 

3 He was frightened into contessing the 
crime. 


Out of is often used with these verbs with 
the opposite meaning: talk somebody out of 
something. 


Hitting and meeting 

Into can be used with verbs that describe 

objects hitting one another, and to describe 

people meeting by accident. 

bang into run into bump into 

1 He didn't put the light on and banged 
into a chair. 

2 | ran into Steve (= met him by chance) 
the other day. He hasn't changed at all. 


Investigating 

Into can be used with some verbs that give 
the idea of investigating something in 
detail in order to discover the truth. 


gointo lookinto delveinte dig into 

1 The third chapter of the book goes into 
the subject in great detail. 

2 The police are looking into the matter. 


Starting 

Many combinations with into suggest 
starting doing something, often suddenly. 
burst into plunge into rushinto get into 
1 She burst into tears. 

2 The aircraft burst into flames. 

3 The country was plunged into recession. 


Of is a preposition. It occurs in 55 verbs 
(almost 1%) in this dictionary. When it is 
used in verb plus particle combinations it 
shows the relationship between the verb 
and somebody or something that is 
involved in the action. The different kinds 
of relationship are shown below: 


Communicating and interpreting 

Of with some verbs shows that a particular 
piece of information or knowledge ts being 
communicated to or interpreted by 
samebody. Example verhs are: 


know of make of 


speak of 


hear of 
remind of 


1 I'm sorry, I've never heard of him. 

2 | know of the place but I’ve never been 
there. 

3 What do you make of her most recent 
paintings? 


ta 


Characteristics and qualities 

Of can be used with verbs to show the 

characteristics or qualities of someone or 

something, or what something contains. 

smell of remind of make of consist of 

1 This soap smells of spring flowers. 

2 The piece of music reminds me of 
holidays in Greece. 

3 It’s made of cheese and potatoes. 


Removing, lacking 

Of can be used with some verbs to indicate 

something is being removed from someone 

or something or that they do not have 

something. Example verbs are: 

rob of starve of 

dispose of strip of 

1 They robbed me of everything | was 
carrying with me. 

2 She was starved of affection during her 
childhood. 


deprive of 


Off is used in about 520 verbs (8 44%} in this 
dictionary, as an adverb and a preposition. 
it has a wide variety of meanings. It is often 
used with verbs of movement to indicate 
movement away from a place, for example, 
run off, dash off, hurry off, march off, where 
the verb shows how somebody departs. Off 
can sometimes be replaced by away in this 
meaning. The most common uses are: 


Departing 

The particle off can be used to give the idea 

of somebody starting a journey or leaving a 

place or of making somebody or something 

do this. Example verbs are: 

set off take off see off make off 

clear off blast off head off start off 

1 We set off at four in the morning to 
climb the mountain. 

2 What times does the plane take off? 

3 He came to see us off at the airport. 

4 The robbers made off in a blue car. 


Starting 
Off in combinations can also suggest that 
something is beginning. Example verbs are: 


start off spark off kick off 

lead off touch off 

1 The day started off well, but gradually 
got worse. 


2 Small things can sometimes spark off a 
row between people. 


Ending; not happening 

Some verbs can be used with off to give the 

idea of something ending or being 

cancelled. Example verbs are: 

break off ring off put off 

cut off log off switch off 

1 Ihe unions have decided to break off 
their negotiations with management. 

2 tm afraid he rang off before | had a 
chance to ask him what his name was. 

3 We've put off the meeting tll the end of 
next week. 


call off 


Finishing completely 

Off can be used with some verbs to 
emphasize that something is completely 
finished. Often these are verbs that can also 
be used on their own with a simular, but 
weaker, meaning. Example verbs are: 


Cs 
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sell off 
round off work off 


finish off 

polish off 

1 I'd like to finish off what I'm doing 
before | go home. 

2 Our aim is to pay off all our debts by the 
end of the year. 

3 They decided to self off their entire stock 
and invest in a new range of products. 

4 The demonstration went off quietly 
without any serious incidents. 


pay off go off 


Becoming less 

Off can be used with some verbs to express 
the idea of something gradually decreasing 
in strength or effect. Example verbs are: 


wear off level off cool off fall off 
die off ease off tail off 
1 The pain started to return when the 


effect of the drugs began to wear off. 

2 The rate of inflation was rising 
dramatically but now it has started to 
level off. 

3 We need time to cool off (= become less 
hot) and have a shower before lunch. 


Rejecting or dismissing 

Off is used with some verbs to suggest the 
idea of rejecting, dismissing or trying to 
ignore somebody or something. Example 
verbs are: 


write off lay off shrug off 

laugh off brush off shake off 

1 | know he hasn’t been playing very well 
recently, but we can't write him off. 

2 The company has had to /ay off several 
hundred workers. 

3 It’s only a cold. I'll soon shrug it off. 

4 She tried to laugh off the whole matter, 
but | knew that it worried her terribly. 


Resisting 

Some verbs using the particle off indicate 

that you are frying to stop something 

happening or trying to protect somebody or 

yourself from something harmful or 

unpleasant. Example verbs are: 

fight off hold off ward off beot off 

fend off keep off stave off warn off 

1 1am doing everything | can to fight off 
another attack of flu. 

2 We can't hold off the enemy much longer. 

3 He put up his hand to ward off the blows. 


OFF, ON 


Removing 

Off is used with some verbs to give the idea 
of removing something from somewhere, 
for example by cutting or chopping. Some 
combinations of verbs have the idea of 
removing someone from your responsibility. 


cut off cross off take off 
palm off on bump off rub off 


1 | had to cut a bit off the top of the photo. 

2 | think we can cross them off our list. I’m 
sure they won't come to the party. 

3 Take off those dirty boots before you 
come into the house. 

4 Don’t palm your visitors off on me — you 
should entertain them yourself, 


Dividing and separating 

In these combinations off indicates that 
one area is divided or separated from 
another, for example with a barrier, to stop 
somebody or something going into it. 


block off fence off seal off 
curtain off divide off shut off 


1 The police blocked the road off to 
prevent anyone from entering the city. 

2 The field was fenced off to stop animals 
eating the crops. 

3 The area has been sealed off to stop the 
spread of contamination. 


Being absent from work or school 
Off can be used with some verbs to talk 
about not going to work or school or 
leaving early. Example verbs are: 


take off = skive off — slip off bunk off 
1 She took three weeks off (work) to be 
with her sick mother. 


2 Asa teenager he was always skiving off 
school. 


Drawing attention 

Off occurs in combination with some verbs 
that Indicate that someone ts drawing 
attention to themselves or their opinions in 
some way. Other combinations describe how 
something draws attention to something else 


or makes it easy to see. Example verbs are: 


show off sefoff sound off mouth off 


1 Ignore him. He's just showing off in front 
of the girls. 

2 | think the white background ts ideal for 
setting off the rich colours of the painting. 


Using 

Off can be used with some verbs to talk 
about things that are used, such as money, 
food, etc. Example verbs are: 


live off feed off run off work off 


1 Although he's nearly thirty he still fives 
off his parents. 

2 The birds feed off the meat that has been 
left behind by the lions. 

3 You can run the CD player off a battery. 


On can also be used with these verbs with a 
similar meaning. 


Exploding 
This group of verbs is used for things such 
as weapons, that explode or are fired. 


set off blast off go off let off fire off 


1 The bomb was set off by someone using 
a remote control device. 

2 The rocket blasted off towards space. 

3 The gun went off before he was ready. 


Cheating 

Off is used with some verbs to indicate that 
something is done dishonestly or with the 
intention of cheating someone. 

rip off foboff palmoff pass off as 


1 We were ripped off by the taxi driver. He 
charged more than double the normal 
price. 

2 When | said | wanted to buy a guod 
watch he tried to fob me off witha 
cheap plastic thing. 


On is used in 380 verbs (about 6%) in this 
dictionary, as an adverb and a preposition. Its 
basic meaning describes the position of one 
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thing above or on top of another or resting 
on something. For example: He put the lid on 
the pot. He put the lid on. Itis also used in 


combination with verbs of movement, where 
the preposition onto is also sometimes used, 
for example get on the bus, get onto the bus. 
With some of these verbs it is the opposite of 
off, for example get on the bus, get off the 
bus. The most common uses of the particle 
on are as follows: 


Continuing 

The particle on can be used with many 
verbs to show that something continues 
and does not stop. For example, if someone 
decides to continue driving instead of 
stopping, we can say the person drove on. It 
can also mean that you stop for a short 
time and then continue: We spent a few 
days in Seattle and then flew on to LA. It 
can also be used in this way to express the 
idea of continuing to do something difficult 
or unpleasant, for example fight on, struggle 
on, battle on, soldier on. In other cases it 
suggests that something is continuing for 
too long, for example drag on, drone on, 
ramble on. Other commonly used verbs are: 


keep on stay on go on 
carryon hurryon move on 


1 Many people tried to interrupt him but 
he kept on talking. 

2 We liked the town so much we decided 
to stay on another month. 

3 He paused, then went on as if nothing 
had happened. 


Developing and changing 

On can be used with some verbs to talk 
about the way things are progressing or 
changing. Example verbs are: 


geton comeon move on 


1 She is getting on very well at school. 

2 How is your new novel coming en? 

3 Technology has moved on and made the 
world a different place. 


Encouraging 

On in combination with some verbs gives the 

idea of supporting somebody or encouraging 

someone to do something. Example verbs are 

urgeon comeon eggon spuron 

1 The team captain urged them on to 
produce their best performance. 

2 Come ọn! | know you can do it if you try! 

3 They egged him on, telling him to steal 
the apples. 


CHD 


Starting 

On can be used in verbs that talk about 

starting an activity or making a machine 

begin to work. Example verbs are: 

bringon signon turn on 

switchon put on 

1 The dust in the air brought on an attack 
of coughing and sneezing. 

2 He had to sign on at the unemployment 
office. 

3 She turned on the radio. 

4 He put on the kettle to make a cup of tea. 


Off is often used with the some of these verbs 
with the opposite meaning. For example: She 
turned on the radio. She turned off the radio. 


Holding and connecting 

On can be used in combinations to express 

the idea of holding something tightly. Other 
verbs describe how things are connected or 
attached to each other. Example verbs are: 


hang on hold on strap on latch on 

ding on fastenon screwon stick on 

1 Hang on to this rope and don't let go. 

2 Can you hold on (= said on the phone) 
while | find the information you need? 

3 The luggage was strapped on to the car 
roof. 

4 People are latching on to the idea very 
quickly. 

Dressing 

On can be used with different verbs to talk 

about ways of getting dressed. 

puton tryon pullon slipon 

1 Iput on my best clothes for the interview. 

2 | tried on several jackets before choosing 
one. 


Having an effect on someone or 

something 

On is often used as a preposition with verbs 

to talk about what somebody does toa 

person or a thing, or the effect that somebody 

or something has. Example verbs are: 

dote on impress on dawnon cheat on 

descend on elaborate on spyon work on 

1 He absolutely dotes on her and gives her 
gifts all the time. 

2 i want to impress on you the importance 
of these new safety rules. 

3 It suddenly dawned on me why she was 
50 angry. 
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Upon can also be used with many of these 
verbs, but it is more formal: The importance 
of education was impressed upon me from 
an early age. 


Attacking 

Some verbs with on indicate that someone 
is being attacked, either physically or with 
words. Example verbs are: 


turnon pickon roundon jump on 
sat on start on 


1 She suddenly turned on me and 
criticized everything | had done. 

2 Why does my boss keep picking on me? 

3 He rounded on me for not supporting 
him at the meeting. 


Thinking and commenting 

On is used with some verbs of thinking or 
deciding to show what you are thinking or 
talking about. Example verbs are: 


reflecton decideon touchon sleep on 

1 I've reflected on what happened and I've 
decided to forgive you. 

2 We have to decide on several things at 
today’s meeting. 


Out is used in 815 verbs (14%) in this 

dictionary, as an adverb. The basic meaning 

is of movement from inside to outside, so it 

combines with many verbs of movement, for 

example, storm out, rush out, go out. Many 

verbs that combine with out also combine 

with the adverb plus preposition out of, for 

example, storm out, storm out of the room: 

Don't leave me out; He was left out of the 

team. Out and in can sometimes be used with 

the same verbs to express opposite meanings, 

for example, go out, go in. The most 

common uses of this particle are: 

Leaving 

Out can be used in verbs that mean starting 

a journey or going away from a person ora 

place. Example verbs are: 

sefout popaut check out start out 

1 We set out in the early morning to climb 
the mountain. 

2 lm just going to pop out for a few 
minutes to get some milk. 

3 We have to check out of the hotel by 

midday. 


462 


3 i'll sleep on it and let you know my 
decision by the end of the week. 


Finding 

On is used with some verbs that mean 

finding something or someone suddenly or 

unexpectedly. Examples of verbs are: 

hiton stumble on chance on 

1 We hit on a good idea for making some 
money. 

2 | stumbled on the information while | was 
looking for something else. 

3 Jill chanced on an old school friend at the 


party. 
Depending 


On is often used with verbs to indicate that 
one thing is affected by or decided by 
something else. On can also indicate the 
person or thing that you trust or feel sure 
about. Example verbs are: 


depend on relyon counton hinge on 


1 The success of the trip will depend on 
whether it rains or not. 

2 You can depend on James to deal with 
the situation. 

3 Our work relies on voluntary donations. 


Searching, observing, solving 

Out in some combinations gives the idea of 
searching for something such as a piece of 
information, the answer to a difficult 
problem, etc. and then finding it. 


find out dig out make out 
turn out hunt out sort out 
spy out iry out work out 


1 Can you find out how many people in 
the company are aged over forty? 

2 Ill try and dig out some old college 
photes for you. 

3 | can’t make out the handwriting. What is 
this word here? 

4 Let’s wait and see how things turn out. 


Disappearing; using completely 

Out can be used in phrasal verbs to suggest 
that something is gradually disappearing or 
has been used completely so that there is 
none left. Example verbs are: 

die out runout goout phase out 

1 The change in weather conditions is 


causing many species to die out. 
2 | think we've run out of petrol. 


Stopping an activity 

Out is used in some verbs that describe an 
activity being stopped, often by using force 
or authority. Some verbs describe people or 
places being completely destroyed. Other 
verbs refer to a fire, etc. going out or being 
put out. Example verbs are: 


stamp out cutout wipe out burn out 
beat out blowout drown owt 


1 The rebellion was quickly stamped out. 

2 Ishould really try to cut out chocolate {= 
stop eating it)! 

3 The town was almost completely wiped 
out by the earthquake. 

4 The fire had burnt out before the fire 
engines arrived. 


Stopping being involved 

Out can be used in combinations that show 
that you are no longer involved in 
something or no longer want to be 
involved. Example verbs are: 


fall out pull out bottle out chicken out 

drop out optout sellout 

1 Mike and Janet have fallen out and are 
not talking to one another. 

2 The company has decided to pull out of 
the project. 


Producing 

Out can used with verbs to talk about 

things being produced, especially when 

they are produced quickly and in large 

quantities. Example verbs are: 

turn out churnout spill out pour out 

1 The factory turns out 200 washing 
machines a day. 

2 This magazine churns out the same 
stories every week of the year. 

3 All her worries came spilling out. 


Being outside 

Qut can be used in combinations that 

express the idea of somebody going out of 

a place, such as their home, or doing 

something outside. Example verbs are: 

get out camp out eat out 

stay oul go out lock out 

1 The prisoners got out through a hole in 
the fence. 


2 We camped out in a field in the pouring 
rain. 

We like to eat out at least once a month 
They stayed out all night and only 
returned in the early morning. 
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Appearing 

Out can be used with some verbs that give 
the idea of something or somebody 
appearing, sometimes suddenly, or of 
something being brought out of a place 
where it was hidden. Example verbs are: 


leap out turnout take out 
break out come out 


1 My name /eapt out at me from the page. 

2 Two thousand people turned out to 
watch the parade. 

3 He took out a gun and pointed it at me. 


Speaking or shouting loudly 

Out can be used with some verbs that 
suggest that somebody is speaking loudly or 
angrily, perhaps to call for help or shout a 
warning. Example verbs are: 


bark out callout scream out 
shout out snapout yell ou? 


1 She was barking out orders at the children. 

2 Everyone was calling out for help 

3 People were screaming out to the driver 
to tell him to stop. 


Sharing 

Out can be used to convey the idea of 

something being distributed to or shared 

among people. Example verbs are: 

hand out give out share aut 

dish out dole out serve out 

1 They were handing out free samples of 
cheese in the supermarket today. 

2 We need to give out more information to 
our chents. 

3 We shared out the prize money amongst 
the three of us. 


Finishing 

Out can be used to convey the idea of 

something being completely finished or 

done. Example verbs are: 

hear out dry out talk out fire out wear oul 

1 Don't interrupt - hear me out. 

2 If the soil in the garden dries out, this 
particular plant will not survive, 

3 it might help to talk things out. 
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OUT 


Out is often added to other verbs or past 
participles to create new verbs that mean you 
have completely finished doing something 
and can do no more. For example: /’m all 
partied out (= | have been to so many parties 
that | can’t go to any more). 


Removing 


Out is used with some verbs that mean 
removing something or somebody from 
somewhere, or removing yourself from 
somewhere. The verb tells you how this is 
done. Example verbs are: 


take out knock out pull out bomb out 

push out rinse out throw out wash out 

1 I'd like to take out three thousand 
pounds from my account. 

2 She was knocked out of the competition 
in the first round. 

3 The army has decided to pull out. 


Excluding 

Out can be used in combinations that 
express the idea that someone or 
something is not included in an activity, a 
list, etc. Example verbs are: 


leave out cress out rule out 
filter out keep out weed out 


1 We must be sure not to leave anyone out 
when we invite people to the party. 

2 Cross out the wrong answers. 

3 The government has ruled out the 
possibility of giving any financial aid. 


Supporting 

Out is used with verbs that suggest helping 
or supporting somebody, especially with 
money or encouragement. 
help out bear out 

draw out reach out to 


1 | wonder if you could help me oul. lve 
got a problem. 

2 David will bear me out and confirm that 
everything | have said is true. 


bring out 


Choosing 

Out can be used to convey the idea of 
something being chosen from among many 
others. Example verbs are: 

pick out single out pull out 

mark out separate out sort out 


1 She was picked out as the person most 
likely to succeed in the company. 
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2 Some of the animals were singled out for 
special medical treatment. 

3 Can you sort out all the books you don't 
want any more? 


Lasting 

Out can be used to convey the idea of 

resisting some kind of pressure or enduring 

a difficult situation. Example verbs are: 

held out stick out lest out ride out 

1 The unions are holding out for a better 
pay deal, 

2 {don't like the job but I'll stick it out 
until the end of the year. 

3 They say they can't /ast out much longer. 
They need help now. 


Attacking; reacting violently 

Out can be used in verbs that show that 
someone is attacking somebody or reacting 
violently to something. Examples verbs are: 


lash out strike out fight out 

hit out kick out shoot out 

1 The lion /ashed out if any of the other 
lions came near him. 

2 As soon as the fight started, he lashed 
out at everyone standing near him. 

3 When the man said something rude, | 
struck out at him. 


Recording and putting down on paper 
Out can be used with verbs connected with 
writing or drawing to give the idea of something 
being recorded or written down on paper. 


copy out sketch out map out write out 

1 Could you copy this out for me so it is 
easy to read? 

2 (ll sketch out a few ideas for you on paper. 

3 They have mapped out the area where 
they will be digging. 


Increasing 

Out is used with some verbs that show that 

something or somebody ts increasing in 

size, shape, extent, etc. 

broaden out fill out 

open out spread out 

1 The river broadens out just outside the 
town, 

2 Hasn't the baby filled out now (~ become 
fatter)? 

3 These points were fleshed out in the later 
part of the speech. 


flesh out 


Over is used in approximately 200 verbs 
(about 3%) in this dictionary as an adverb 
and a preposition. The basic meaning of the 
particle indicates movement from one side 
of something to the other, especially over 
the top of something, for example: climb 
over a wall, fly over a city, cross over a road. 
it can also indicate a position above 
something: bend over something, lean over 
someone. The most common uses are: 


Having a higher position 

Over can be used to suggest that someone 
or something is taller or in a higher 
position than somebody or something else. 
it can also refer to somebody in a position 
of greater authority or responsibility. 


tower over stand over rule over 


preside over watch over 

1 Myson is only 15 but he towers over his 
father already. 

2 | don't want my boss standing over me 
and watching everything | do. 

3 She has ruled over the country for twenty 
years. 


Covering 

Over can be used in combination with 
verbs to show that something is completely 
covered with something such as tce or 
clouds. It is also used in a more figurative 
way to suggest that a difficulty or the truth 
is being hidden, Example verbs are: 


freeze over cloud over gloss over 


paint over paper over 

1 Last winter the lake was completely 
frozen over. 

2 What a pity! It’s starting to cloud over. 

3 He avoided answering difficult questions 
by glossing over the problem. 


Moving to the side 
A few verbs use aver to Indicate movement 


to the side of something. Example verbs are: 


pullover move over 

1 The driver pulled over to the side of the 
road to take a short break. 

2 Can you move over? | haven't got enough 
space. 


Visiting 
Over with some verbs suggests going from 
your house to somebody else’s for a visit. 


ask over drop over come over 
invite over pop over 


1 The neighbours have asked us over for tea. 
2 Why don’t you drop over this evening? 


Considering, thinking about or 
examining 

Over can be used with verbs that mean 
thinking about something carefully before 
you make a decision, or inspecting 
something to see if it is correct. 


think over talk over check over 

go over look over 

1 I'd like some time to think over your 
offer before making a decision. 

2 Let's talk it over and see if we can come 
to some kind of agreement. 

3 Can you check this over for me to see If 
there are any mistakes? 


Remaining 

Over can be used to convey the idea of 
something remaining in the same place or 
being kept to use at a later date. 


stay over hold over be left over sleep over 


1 She decided to stay over with her parents 
for a couple of days. 

2 | think we should hold that agenda item 
over until the next meeting. 


Changing position 

Over can be used in combination with 
verbs suggesting the idea of two people or 
things changing places, jobs etc., or of a 
person changing their opinion or ideas. 
take over swap over win over 
chonge over handover swap over 


1 She is taking over the management of 
the company from next spring. 

2 TH drive the first part of the journey, 
then we'll swap over. 

3 | think I've managed to win her over to 
our side of the argument, 


Falling 

Over can be used with verbs to express the 
idea of something falling to the ground, 
usually from an upright position. The verb 
shows what the movement is. 
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fall over knock over trip over 
keel over kick over run over 


1 | fell over and hurt my knee. 


2 She knocked over the vase as she entered 


the room. 
3 | tripped over someone's bag and fell. 


Finishing and recovering 
Over can be used in combinations that 


mean that something is temporary and will 


soon end. Example verbs are: 
blow over getover get over with 


1 it wasn't a serious argument. I’m sure it 
will blow over and soon be forgotten. 


2 She's upset now, but she'll soon get over it. 


Communicating a message or an 
impression 

Over can be used to convey the idea of 
giving somebody a message or a particular 
impression. Example verbs are: 


put over gefover come over 


1 She ts very good at putting over her ideas 
to an audience. 

2 | think we succeeded in getting over the 
idea that the situation is serious. 

3 He came over as rather arrogant in the 
interview, 


Across can be used instead of over with 
these verbs with a very similar meaning. 


Overflowing 

Over can be used in combinations that 
mean that something such as a liquid flows 
over the edge of a container. These verbs can 
also have a figurative meaning referring to 
very strong feelings. Example verbs are: 


boil over spill over brim over bubble over 


1 Please watch this saucepan of milk so 
that it doesn't boil over. 

2 The enormous crowd spilled over into 
the neighbouring streets. 

3 Her heart was brimming over with 
happiness. 


ROUND Ž 


Round is used in approximately 150 verbs 
(2% %) in the dictionary, as an adverb and 
a preposition. The basic meaning is of 
movement in a circle or curve in order to 
face in the opposite direction or to arrive at 
the other side of something. It can 
sometimes be replaced by about and 
around with very little change of meaning. 
The most common categories of use are: 


Moving 

Round is used with some verbs to indicate 

movement in different directions, 

move round 

phone/call round 

1 At the first class we were told to move 
round the room and talk to different 
people. 

2 it was a cold day so the kids ran round in 
the playground to keep warm. 


runround hand round 


Lack of activity and purpose 

Round can be used to suggest lack of activity 
oF specific purpose. Example verbs are: 

stand round hang round sit round 

1 We all stood round, waiting for 


something to happen. 
2 He hangs round bars and talks to anyone 
who will listen to him. 


Surrounding and enclosing 
Round can be used to indicate that 
something is surrounded by something. 


wrap round throw round 


gather round 


go round 


1 Wrap this scarf round your neck - it’s 
cold outside. 

2 He threw his arms round me, 

3 The belt won't go round my waist now! 


Being centred on something 

Round can be used with a few verbs to 
indicate how something or somebody has a 
particular person or thing as the focus of 
therr attention. Example verbs are: 


revolve round centre round 


1 My whole life seems to revolve round 
cooking, cleaning and shopping. 
2 Our holiday centred round sitting by the 
pool, swimming and sunbathing. 
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Turning 

Round is sometimes used in combinations 
with the idea of something turning in 
circles or turning to face the other way. 
Example verbs are: 


spin round swing round wheel round 

4 The car span round several times and 
then hit a tree. 

2 She swung round with the hammer in 
her hand and almost hit me. 


Avoiding 

Round can be used with verbs to express 

the idea that you are avoiding something. 

talk round skate round 

4 We talked round the subject but we never 
really discussed it in any real detail. 

2 Politicians tend to skate round most issues 
without answering any questions directly. 


Persuading 

Round can be used with verbs to express 
the idea of persuading someone to change 
their minds about something. The verb 
shows how you do this. Example verbs are: 


talk round get round come round win round 

1 | managed to talk them round and they 
finally signed the contract. 

2 At first her parents refused to let her go 
on holiday alone, but she finally got 
round them. 


Visiting informally 
Round is used with some verbs to indicate 


call round 
come round 
1 Call round any time. We're always happy 


ROUND, THROUGH 


going to a particular place to visit a person 
briefly on an informal basis. 


drop round pop round 


to see you. 


2 I'll drop round later and give you that 


book | mentioned. 


Sharing or distributing 


Round in combinations can give the idea of 
sharing or distributing something between 
people. Example verbs are: 


hand round = passround go round 


1 Could you help to hand round the 
sandwiches? 

2 Pass the photos round so that everyone 
can see them. 

3 | don’t think there is enough cake to go 
round. 


Recovering 

Round can be used with the idea of 
someone becoming conscious again, for 
example after an operation or after 
fainting. Other verbs mean recovering from 
an illness. Example verbs are: 


come round bring round pull round 

1 She started to come round three hours 
after the operation. 

2 They tried to bring him round but he 


remained unconscious. 


THROUGH E 


Through is used in 150 verbs (2 +2% in the 
dictionary, as an adverb and a preposition. 
The basic meaning refers to passing from 
one side of something solid to the other 
side, for example, to go through a hole ina 
wall or to see through a window. It can be 
used with this meaning with many other 
verbs such as to slice through, to cut 
through, and to break through something. 
The most common categories are: 


Doing something thoroughly and 
completely 

Through can be used with verbs to give the 
idea of going from the beginning to the end 
of something and finishing it. The verb tells 


you what the activity is and how someone is 
doing it. It is often used to suggest doing 
something in a logical and thorough way 
and completing it. Example verbs are: 


look through rush through sit through 
talk through think through read through 


1 Can you look through this letter for me 
and tell me if it's alright? 

2 Don't rush through your homework — 
take your time. 

3 We had to sit through a very boring talk 
that lasted almost two hours. 

4 if the two of you have a problem then | 
suggest you sit down together and talk it 
through. 


THROUGH, TO, UP 


Surviving, achieving 
Through can be used in combinations to 


express the idea of surviving a bad situation 
or getting past something difficult such as a 


test or a barrier. Example verbs are: 


live through come through get through 

sail through pull through see through 

1 My grandmother fived through the 
horrors of two world wars. 

2 She came through the operation and 
made a rapid recovery. 

3 You won't get through the exam if you 
don’t study hard. 

4 You won't have any difficulties with the 
driving test. You'll sail through. 


Communicating 
Through can be used in combinatons that 
express the idea of communicating with 


somebody, for example by telephone. It can 
also be used to talk about attempts to make 
someone understand a message or an idea. 


put through get through fax through 


1 Hello, operator? Can you put me through 


to extension 437 please? 


2 He won't listen to me. | can’t get through 


to him how serious the problem is. 


Seeing clearly 

Through can be used with a few verbs to 
suggest that you can see or understand 
something or somebody very clearly. 


see through shine through come through 

1 He was able to fool everybody else, but | 
saw through him immediately. 

2 Her qualities shine through in everything 
she does. 


To is used in about 170 verbs (nearly 3%) in 
this dictionary, mainly as a preposition, 
although there are a few verbs where it is an 
adverb (pull the door to, come to/round } 
With verbs of movement, it expresses the 
idea of direction, for example, | walked to 
the office; It fell to the ground. It generally 
shows the relationship between the verb and 
the person or thing that is affected by it, for 
example, She is devoted to her children; We 
fixed a rope to the boat. In the verbs in this 
dictionary, the most frequent groups are: 
Directing or aiming 

To used with verbs shows the direction that 
somebody or something is going or what is 
being aimed at. txample verbs are: 

gravitate to devote to gear to 

pander to point to 

1 Many young people are gravitating to the 

cities In search of work. 
2 She devoted herself to her career, 


3 The course is geared to the needs of the 
students. 


Showing relationships 

To is used with verbs to indicate the 
relationship between people or things. The 
verb itself shows the nature of the action, 
feeling, etc, and to shows who or what is 
involved or affected. Example verbs are: 


belong to cling to warm to 

resort to look up to stick to 

defer to endear to face up to 

fall to surrender to stoop to 

1 Who does this book belong to? 

2 1hey clung to each other for comfort. 

3 | warmed to Chris immediately. 

4 You shouldn't need to resort to violence 
to achieve your aims. 

5 Jack's always looked up to his older 
brothers. 

6 I'm sticking to what | said before. 


The particle up is the most common 
particle in phrasal verbs. it is used in about 
15% of verbs in this dictionary, mostly as an 
adverb. The literal meaning of up is 
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movement upwards, from a lower to a 
higher position, so it occurs with many 
verbs describing movement, such as climb 
up, jump up, look up, and sit up. It is also 


used with verbs of lifting to express the idea 
of raising something to a higher level, for 
example pick up, lift up, snatch up. You will 
also find it used to express the related ideas 
of increase and improvement. As an adverb, 
it frequently combines with a preposition to 
form three-word verbs, for example, come 
up against, keep up with. The most 
common and important meanings are: 


Increasing 

Up is often used to give the idea of something 
increasing in volume, speed, price, strength, 
and reputation. Examples of such verbs are: 


go up speed up turmup grow up 
build up speak up play up flare up 
hurry up pushup step up talk up 


1 Petrol is going up next week. 

2 The train started to speed up after it left 
the station. 

3 it's freezing in here. Can you turn up the 
heat? 

4 People say that children grow up very 
quickly nowadays. 

5 You need to build up your strength 
before you go back to work. 

6 l'm sorry, | can’t hear you. Can you speak 
up a bit? 

7 The government wants to play up the 
importance of the meeting. 

The opposite of the particle up is down, so 

these particles can be used in verbs that 

have opposite meanings. For example, the 

opposite of turn up the heating is turn 

down the heating. 


Improving l 

Up can be used to express the idea of things 
improving, such as the economy, your health 
or your knowledge. Example verbs are: 


look up brush up — clear up 
smarten up cheer up brighten up 
dress up jazz up pick up 


1 The year started badly but I think things 
are starting to fook up. 

2 Id like to brush up my knowledge of 
Italian. 

3 The weather looks as if it’s starting to 
clear up. 

4 Well, | think you could smarten up your 
appearance. 

5 They tried to cheer me up by telling me 
funny stories. 


Note that dress down is now used as an 


opposite for dress up, and means to wear 
more casual clothes. 


Supporting 

Up can be used to give the idea of 
providing support. Example verbs are: 
back up shore up speak up for 
stand up for bolster up stick up for 


1 Will you back me up if | tell them what 
really happened? 

2 The bank took action to shore up the 
value of sterling. 

3 Nobody spoke up for him when he was 
falsely accused of stealing the money. 

4 It's time for us to stand up for what we 
believe tn. 


Preparing 

Up is used with a group of verbs to give the 

idea of preparing for doing something. 

draw up setup warm up butter up 
fix up limber up soften up tune up 

1 She's busy drawing up a plan of how the 
whole scheme will work. 

2 Weare setting up a research project to 
investigate the effects of radiation on 
plant life. 

3 He tried to warm up the audience by 
telling them a few jokes at the start of 
his talk. 

4 We'd better butter him up before we ask 
him to give us so much money. 


Creating and constructing 

Up is also used to suggest creating, producing, 
inventing or constructing something, either 
physically or in your mind. Example verbs are: 


make up dream up _ build up 

come up with conjure up put up 

rise up think up 

1 My grandmother was fantastic at making 
up stories for us. 

2 | would like to know who dreamed up 
this whole idea. It’s complete madness. 

3 She built the business up from nothing. 

4 She has come up with a tantastic idea for 
solving the problem we're having with 
recruiting people. 


Completing and finishing 

With some verbs that can be used on their 
own, up adds the idea of completing 
something, For example, in the sentence / 
ate fish for dinner, ate means took food. \f 
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UP 


you tell somebody to Eat up, you want 

them to finish eating quickly. It is also used 

in this way in verbs like tidy up, dry up and 

clear up. Other examples of verbs are: 

end up use up wind up dry up 

dummy up followup sumup wake up 

1 Although he wanted to work in advertising, 
he ended up working in a bank. 

2 We will have used up all our coal 
reserves by the end of the year. 

3 Could | ask you to wind up the meeting? 


Damaging and destroying 

Up can be used to express the idea of 
something being damaged or spoilt in some 
way or not working well. Example verbs are: 


tear up blowup mess up beat up 

play up slip up smash up 

1 After looking at the letter for a few 
moments, she tore it up and threw it in 
the bin. 

2 Explosive experts blew up the building as 
part of a new building programme. 

3 What a stupid mistake! Now you've really 
messed things up. 


Stopping, delaying and disrupting 

Up can be used to give the idea of something 

stopping, being delayed or prevented from 

operating normally. Example verbs are: 

break up give up pull up hold up slow up 

1 The police broke up the demonstration. 

2 I've decided to give up smoking. 

3 Acar pulled up in front of the bank. 

4 I'm sorry we're late. We were held up in 
traffic on the motorway. 


Note that slow up and slow down have the 
same meaning: to become slower. 


Things happening 

Up can be used to convey the idea of 

something happening or of something/ 

somebody appearing, sometimes 

unexpectedly. Example verbs are: 

turn up come up bring up crop up pop up 

1 lo everybody's amazement she turned 
up at the party and behaved as if 
nothing had happened. 

3 Can you come to the office as soon as 
possible? Something serious has come up. 

4 Id like to bring up the question of 
installing air conditioning in the new 
offices. 
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Approaching and getting closer for 
comfort 
Up can be used to give the idea of 
something or somebody approaching or 
getting closer to somebody/something, 
sometimes in a rather secretive way. It can 
also be used to give the idea of getting 
closer to somebody or something for 
warmth and comfort. Example verbs are: 


creepup = loom up = snuggle up curl up 

nuzzle up sneak up steal up 

1 The two children crept up close to the 
edge of the garden. 

2 The exams are looming up. 

3 It’s lovely to snuggle up by the fire and 
listen to the rain outside. 


Dividing and separating 

Up can be used to give the idea of 
something being divided in some way, for 
example by being cut or chopped into small 
pieces. When it is used in connection with a 
group of people or a couple, it has the idea 
of separation. Example verbs are: 


slice up = divide up split up 
cut up chop up 


break up 


1 First you need to slice up the tomatoes 
and add them to the mixture. 

2 We've decided to divide up the money 
equally. 

3 Pam and Paul have split up after twenty 
years of marriage. 


Gathering and collecting 
Up can be used with the idea of collecting 
things or people together. Example verbs are: 


match up = stock up. ~—s team up join up 

meetup pairup pileup = save up 

1 The task is to match up all the cards in 
front of you. 

2 We had better stock up on sugar as there 
is going to be a shortage. 

3 1 think it’s best if we team up with 
people from other departments. 


Fastening 

Up can be used to talk about fastening 
things like clothes or objects. It can be used 
with the name of an object or a material 
to show how something is fastened, or with 
the name of a container to show where 
things are placed. Related to this is the idea 
of restricting the movement of somebody/ 


something. Example verbs are: 


parcel up tie up 
chain up 


doup  zipup 

bag up bandage up brick up 

lace up lock up 

1 Remember to do up all the buttons on 
your coat. 


r UP, WITH 


2 You'd better zip up your bag so no one 


steals anything from it. 


3 I'm going to parcel up the gifts to send 


your cousins. 


4 The security guard was tied up ina 


corner of the room. 


With is a preposition and is used in about 125 
verbs (2%) in the dictionary, sometimes 
combining with an adverb to form a three- _ 
word verb, such as fall in with, fit in with. It's 
generally used to describe the connections and 
relationships between people, things, facts or 
situations. The most common uses are: 


Relationships between people 

With is used with verbs that describe 

relationships between people. These often 

involve difficulties or the ending of a 

relationship. Example verbs are: 

mess with reason with finish with 

argue with associate with level with 

trifle with vie with 

1 | wouldn’t mess with him. He has a 
terrible temper and can get violent. 

2 I've tried reasoning with her, but she 
won't change her mind. 

3 Maria is going to finish with Pierre. Their 
relationship just isn’t working. 


Relationships between things 

Verbs plus with often show connections 
between things, such as comparing, including, 
involving or separating. Example verbs are: 

go with crowl with do away with 
riddle with square with 

1 | wouldn’t wear that tie. It doesn’t go with 


the shirt. l 
2 The town is crawling with tourists at the 


moment. . 
3 He thinks it’s time we did away with the 


monarchy. 


Relationshps between people 

and things 

With can be used to convey the idea of 
somebody taking action and getting involved 
in something, sometimes when they should 
not. Example verbs are: 


deal with wrestle with juggle with 

meddle with catch up with land with 

lumber with tamper with 

+ {'m very busy at the moment, so I'll deal 
with that later. 

2 It’s a problem I've been wrestling with for 
months. 

3 In my job | have to juggle with several 
different things at the same time. 

4 Please don’t meddle with things you don't 
understand. 


Giving support 

With is used with verbs that express the idea 

of agreeing with a person or an idea or 

providing support. Example verbs are: 

agree with side with bear with hold with 

1 | agree with everything you've said. 

2 She always sides with her sister in any 
family arguments. 

3 She's under a lot of strain at the moment - 
just bear with her. 


371 


el 


KEY to study pages | 


—— $5 Phrasal Verb or Single Word? 


For me, the highlight of the whole holiday was the trip to the temple. We set off at 
nine in the morning and were soon going up some hair-raisingly steep roads. We got 
to the temple about half ten. We had to wear long-sleeved tops and long trousers or 
they wouldn't have Fet us in. Of course, we had to take our shoes off before we went 
in the temple, too. A local guide showed us round, which was good, because lots of 
questions came up about how we were supposed to behave, and about the history 
of the place. The temple itself was absolutely breathtaking, but that wasn’t the best 
thing because we came back through what they call the ‘Lost Valley’. Lunch was laid 
on for the people who'd asked for it, but we'd taken a packed lunch with us and we 
agreed that it was the most spectacular picnic spot we'd ever seen! 


—— §6-7 Are You a Natural Born Student? 
Study quiz score 


1 
2 
3 


9 


A—0, B-2, C-0 4 A-2, B-1, 0 7 A-2, B-2, C1 10 A-—2,B-1,--0 
A-1, B-0, C2 5 A-0, B—1, C2 8 A-2, B, C2 11 A—-0,B—2,C-—2 
A-1, B—1, C-2 6 A-1, B-2, C2 9 A-2, B-1, C0 12 A-0,B—2,C-2 
(a) did teachers always pick on you and tell you off for no reason?; 


(b) did kids who messed around in class annoy you?; (c) did you ever get kept 
back for extra study? 

(a) get on with it straight away and finish it early?; (b) put off starting it until the last 
possible moment? (c) do some work on it immediately then put it aside for a while? 
(a) jot down some notes then write it and hand it in?, (b) do it in rough first, and 
then write it out neatly or type it up?; (c) plan it out carefully then write and edit it? 
(a) work steadily and sail through your exams?, (b) scrape through your exams 
despite beavering away all year?; (c) just do enough to get by? 

(a) rattle through it and hand it in early?; (b) go over each question carefully 
before moving on to the next one?; (c) answer all the questions then check 
through your answers? 

(a) as soon as you come across a word you don’t know?; (b) only to look up a 
word whose meaning you can’t guess?; (c) only after you've read through the 
article once without a dictionary? 

(a) sign up for evening classes?; (b) throw away your books and find someone to 
talk with in English? (c) swot up on vocabulary every night? 

(a) did you study while you were sick in order not to fall behind?; (b) were you 
just happy to have got out of lessons?; (c) did you borrow a friend’s notes and 
write them up? 

(a) do it as well as you could?; (b) scribble it down as quickly as possible: (c) talk 
a friend into letting you copy theirs at the last minute? 


10 {a) plan out a revision timetable in plenty of time?; (b) read up the subject the 


11 


night before each exam?; (c) just take it easy and hope easy questions 
came/would come up? 

(a) switch over to something more interesting?; (b) shout out an answer quickly, 
even if you're not sure?; (c) get annoyed if the answer doesn’t come to you quickly? 
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12. (a) chill out and gaze out of the window?, (b) buy a paper and catch up on the 


news?: (c) settle down with a good book? 


— S8-9 Sport 
Football, and tonight’s match in the European Cup ended in controversy after Italy 
came back from 2-0 down to beat Spain. At 2-2, the Italian goalkeeper Albert! 
appeared to bring down Rojas, the Spanish centre forward. As the Spanish players 
appealed for a penalty, the Italians played on and broke away to score. The Spanish 
captain Martin was then sent off for arguing with the referee. Italy ended up 
fortunate winners, but their goalkeeper Pollo picked up a hand injury and has been 
ruled out of the next two games. 
The Tokyo marathon has been won by Takeshi Saito of Japan. Urged on by the home 
crowd, Saito forged ahead after just 5 kilometres and built up a 2-minute lead. The 
chasing runners did not give up, and gradually reduced the lead. The hot weather 
and the fast pace caused several leading athletes to drop out. Saito’s recent tral ning 
in the Sahara desert paid off as he held off the strong challenge of the Kenyan Daniel 
Nyanga, who caught up with 5 kilometres to go, then fell back in the final kilometre. 
Tennis, and the unseeded Sofia Adamou of Greece has beaten Russia’s Irena | 
Markova in three sets to go through to the final of the French Open. Adamou said 
afterwards, “I’ve never come up against such a tough opponent. Before | came here | 
thought I'd get knocked out in the first round, but now I've got a chance of 
winning.” Adamou, who only took up the sport four years ago, will pick up a cheque 
for $100,000. The loser will have to settle for just $50,000 ! 


Extract 1 
te 2d Fa 4i Be 6h FT 8b 98 


Extracts 2 and 3 | 
ib 2d 3 k 4a 5h 61 7n 8g 9c WY 
11 f 12 e 131 14 m 


—— $10 Computers 


Down Across 

1 click on 7 scanin 5 add-ons 14 type in 
2 pull-down 9 back up 8 hack into 15 pop-up 
3 switch on 10 boot up 12 go down 

4 printout 11 login 13 scroll down 


6 shut down 


—— §11 Environmental Problems 
The Greenhouse effect 


1 Carbon dioxide and other greenhouse gases are given off when fossil fuels are 


burned. 


2 Greenhouse gases soak up heat that should escape into space. 
3 Temperatures on earth go up. 
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Algae 
1 Nitrates from fertilizers soak through the soil and end up in rivers and lakes. 
2 Algae feeds on the nitrates and multiplies uncontrollably. 

3 The algae uses up the oxygen in the water, and fish die. 


Deforestation 

1 Joo many trees are burnt or cut down. 
2 Some areas turn into desert. 

3 Some species of animals and plants lose their habitat and die out. 

4 Less carbon dioxide is soaked up by trees, which adds to global warming. 


—— $12 Phrasal Verbs in Newspapers 
td 2k 3ag 4e 5c 6 j 


— $13 Business 


1888 catches on, take on: 


7 


l 8f 9h Th I 


1902 teams up, set up, sell off; 1906 turning out: 


1945 takes over, 1954 comes up with; 1963 take off, bringing in; 1969 buys 
out; 1974 walk out, sparking off, 1987 swallowed up, turned —— d: eis 
worn away, falling off, mount up, go under, bailed out: 1999 takes over caught 
out, shoots up, wind up; 2000 laid off, closes down 5 aver, Cau 


— $14-15 Informal 
Using this dictionary 


Formal Informal Neutral 


Matching Exercise: 


= PD Oo mA o 


beaver away g jack sth in 
swot up h breeze through 
swan around (sth) 

jabber away i veg out 

look sb up j mess up 

catch up k muck around 


— they really freak me out. 
it took him ages to cotton on. 
she just clammed up. 


provide for sth | boot sb out turn up 
| attend to sb/sth | barge into sb throw sth aside 
tune out put sb down 
Practice 
The 11 phrasal verbs are: 
swot up jack sth in 
mess up swan around 
beaver away muck around 
veg out look sb up 
breeze through (sth) catch up with sb 
jabber away 
Sentences: 
a OK, I'll level with you. 
b at the last moment he chickened out. 
c We're going to check out the new bar 
d I'll be able to rustle something up. 
e we whipped through the last three chapters. 
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— §16-17 Using Phrasal Verbs in Writing 


Exercise 1 

1 refers to 4 drawn up 7 sets out 10 accounts for 
2 reported back 5 gone through 8 consists of 11 deals with 
3 summed up 6 puts forward 9 enlarges upon 


Exercise 2: Sample Report 

This report refers to the Intermediate English Course, which | attended last summer. 
Firstly, | will deal with the positive aspects of the course. The lessons were very 
enjoyable and the teachers were very helpful. | especially liked the opportunity to 
meet other students and speak to them in English. 


However, | would also like to point out that there were some problems. The cafeteria 
was expensive and the meals consisted of only one course. Our opportunities for 
self-study were limited resulting from the fact that there were not enough books in 
the library. In addition, the trips and visits were not very interesting and | have 
enlarged upon this problem in a report | have submitted to the Social Secretary. 


For next year, | suggest that a list of events is given to students to go through and 
perhaps they should be given the chance to put forward their own ideas. The college 
should also draw up a plan of action for improving the cafeteria and library. 


To sum up, it was a positive experience but a few changes would make it even better. 


Exercise 3 
ib 2c 3ađąa 4a Sb 6c 7c Ba 


— §18-19 Using Phrasal Verbs in the Passive 


Exercise 1 Exercise 2 

T Ne 5 1 Separable inseparable 

2 Yes 6 No : : mahn — - 
3 Yes turn off look for 

4 No turn down 

Exercise 3 


Separable phrasal verbs can generally be used in the passive, whereas inseparable 
phrasal verbs cannot. 


Exercise 4 

She’s been charged with shoplifting. 

If you carry on like this you'll be kicked out of college. 

The building was burnt down in the riots. 

No one knows where Jerry is. He hasn’t been heard of since the summer. 
The twins look so alike that they are often mixed up. 

£10 for this? You’ve been ripped off! 


D A pa whe oi 
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——— 520-21 New Phrasal Verbs Further practice: class activities 


Task A l 

ieem Hue | 1 Work with a partner. See who can be first to remember all the verbs in each 
€ up, Nype up, tense up, test out, drown out particle group. Remember to use example sentences. 

Task B 2 In groups, make up an oral story using the verbs in two or three of the 


participle groups. One person starts the story with a sentence using one of 
the phrasal verbs and the next person has to continue the story using a 
different phrasal verb. Your sentences must show that you understand the 
meaning of the verb. For homework write the story down correctly. 
3 In pairs learn one group of verbs, then teach them, together with their 
context, to another pair in your class. Then test your classmates by asking 
them to give you correct sentences using the verbs you have taught them. 


Suggested answers 

a sports car — flashes past/by 

a butterfly — flutters by/past/around 

a boy with his leg in plaster — hobbles by/past/along 
a bee — buzzes past/by/around 

a train — steams past/by/along 

tourists visiting a palace — wander around/past 

a small child in a park — runs around 


a group of boys going to school — muck around Meaning Groups 
a teacher going home at the end of a jong day — hurries along/past Daily Routine 
a comefrom c had....on e getoff g catchup i getback k phone up 
———— 522-25 The Most Common Phrasal Verbs b wokeup d set off f metup h gotto j lookafter 
Up Business 
i 1b 2 ¢ 3d 4 a c, h, b, d, f, e, a, g 
nicgi2a3d,4h 


Opposites 
: 1c 2e 3d 4b 5f 6a 
t 1 breaks 2 lets 3 turn 


ii 1 sit 2 keep 3 put 4 bend 5 lie Further practice: class activity 
On Work with a partner. One of you starts a sentence with one of the verbs in the 
1g 2d 3b, 42 opposites group and the other must complete the sentence using a verb which 
is opposite in meaning. 
Off l 
1b 2c ; : é 
G 3d, 4a Multi-Meaning Verbs 
In 1 catch up 3 takes off 5 pick her up, pick it up 7 meet up 
1 comein 2 checkin 3 letsbin 4 breaks in 2 fall out 4 give up 6 come out 
Out — $26 Test Yourself 
1 fall 2 getting 3 broken 4 came 1b 2¢4 3b 46 564 6c 7b 8a 9b 
Verbs with an adverb and a preposition Which meaning? 
: a ono 4 put up with i increasing or improving: grow up, bring up, cheer up, hurry up 
: ooking i to 5 get on with completing or finishing: add up, hang up, give up, wake up, shut up 
run out o ii failing: let down, turn down, break down 


movement: sit down, lie down, put down, keep down, bend down 


Pronunciation 


Phonetic symbols 
Consonants Vowels and diphthongs 
p pen h how Ix see 3: fur 
b bad m man i happy ə about 
t tea malay ides, ı sit el say 
dca J Sing e ten dU go (BrE) 
ae) x if Ææ cat OU go (AmE) 
g get Z ZOO hs 
tf chain f she a: father ar my 
dz jam 3 vision D: got ər boy 
f fall | leg | Oo: saw au now 
v van T red ü put Id near 
O thin j yes u actual eə hair 
Ó this w wet uz: too Ud pure 
A cup 


The symbol /(r)/ indicates that British pronunciation will have /r/ only if a vowel 
sound fallows directly at the beginning of the next word, as in pore over; otherwise 
/r/ is omitted, For Amercian English, all the /r/ sounds should be pronounced. 


Stress in phrasal verbs 

In speech it is important to use the correct stress patterns for phrasal verbs. To help 
with this, verbs are shown in this dictionary with stresses marked using the symbols 
/'/ (= a main stress) and / / (= a weaker secondary stress). 


There are two patterns of stress in phrasal verbs. One type has a single stress, and it 
is always on the first word of the verb. Examples are ‘come to sth, ‘go for sb, ‘look 
at sth. The other type has two stresses; the first word is marked with a secondary 
stress, and a main stress is put on the second word. Examples are get ‘up, put sth 
‘off, go ‘off sth/sb. Remember that sth, sb are not really parts of the verb: they just 
show where other words may be fitted in. So in , put sth ‘off, the second word of the 
verb is off. 


One-stress verbs 

One-stress verbs keep the single main stress on the first word in all situations. No 
stress is put on the second word of the verb (or on any other words which the verb 
may contain). Often the second word of these verbs is a word such as for or at which 
has both strong and weak forms. Generally the weak form of the word should be 
used, but if that word happens to come at the end of a phrase, the strong form 
must be used, even though the word remains unstressed. For example: The washing 
machine is broken. FII have to get it ‘looked at. ‘Look at is a one-stress verb so the 
main stress is on looked and there is no stress on at. But because at is at the end of 
a phrase it is pronounced in its strong form with vowel /z/ and not /3/. 
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Two-stress verbs 
Two-stress verbs nave the main stress on the second word, and this is the pattern 
that will be used when the verb as a whole is the last important item in a phrase. 


What time are you coming ‘back? 

He made it ‘up. 

Fill them ‘in. 

But the speaker will put a strong stress on any other important ward if it comes later 
than the verb. The stress on the second word of the verb is then weakened or lost, 
especially if it would otherwise be next to the other strong stress. For example in 

} came back ‘early, the verb is come ‘back , but in this sentence there is no main 
stress on back because it would clash with the stress on early. However, If 
something shows that early is not important and therefore does not need a main 
stress, the main stress would be on back. For example, early might be a repeated 
word, as in f finished my work early, and | came ‘back early. 


The second stress of two-stress verbs is weakened whether the additional important 
word is put between parts of the phrasal verb, or after all of them. 

Take for example fill sth ‘in. If sth is replaced with an unimportant item such as a 
pronoun, the main stress is on in, as in / , filled it ‘in. But if sth is replaced with 
something important such as this form, then form receives a main stress, giving 

} filled this ‘form in. 

In the same way, when the verb is used in the pattern fill ‘in sth, if sth is replaced 
with an important item, the stress on in will be lost: 4, filled in a ‘form. But if sth ts 
replaced by something unimportant, such as a repeated word, the main stress will 
be on in: A form? I’ve already , filled ‘in a form. 

In two-stress verbs with three words, such as back a`way from, average ‘out at, the 
extra word helps to avoid a clash with a following stress and the weakening of the 
stress is optional. So you can say /t averages out at ‘fifty, with the stress on out 
weakened, or ft averages ‘out at ‘fifty in which the stress on out is kept. There is no 
difference of meaning between the two. 


Stress on patterns with doing. 

Some verbs are shown in the dictionary with forms that include doing (for example 
‘bank on sb/sth, 'bank on doing sth, ‘bank on sb/sth doing sth; ,get a'round to 
sth, get a'round to doing sth). Like sb and sth, the word doing is not part of the 
verb, but shows where another verb must be fitted into the pattern. For example: 
He's banking on going to America or I'm getting around to cleaning the kitchen. The 
verbs with doing follow the same one-stress or two-stress patterns as other phrasal 
verbs. So the one-stress pattern ‘bank on doing sth shows that on never receives a 
stress. even when doing sth is replaced with something unimportant or already 
mentioned: He's ‘banking on it, or Go to America? He's ‘banking on going to 
America. In the same way the two-stress example put ‘off doing sth shows that off 
will receive a stress if the verb is the last important word in a phrase: Pay those bills? 
Hes putting ‘off paying them. If the doing verb is important, then the stress on Ihe 
second word of the phrasal verb will be lost: ¿m , putting off ‘writing fo her 


